Mark and Cindy DeTrempe
Nick (19), Jack (18-3/21), Hank (15-2/15) and Luke (13)
748 Forest Drive

Barrington, IL 60010

847-382-0908

Dear Surface Transportation Board,

We are writing to express our concerns with Canadian National’s purchase of the EJ&E line.  We are residents of Barrington and are extremely concerned with the impact the increased rail traffic will have on our community, especially in regards to safety, traffic, and the effect on the school district.  We are certain that you have heard these issues over and over and aver and over again, so we will keep our points brief, but that should not diminish their importance.  
Canadian National has been touting how the purchase of the EJ&E line will actually decrease rail traffic in more communities than will see an increase in rail traffic.  The problem with this statement is that the communities that will see a decrease in traffic are those that have the infrastructure in place to handle the freight traffic, while those that would see the increase have no means to deal with the increased traffic.  There are 134 grade-level crossings from Waukegan to Gary, with 6 in Barrington alone.  These communities do not have overpasses or underpasses to deal with the increased freight traffic.  The lack of an alternative crossing is a tremendous issue for the Barrington area.  Our town/area is literally divided in half, with half being on the side of the fire station and half being on the side of the hospital.  As parents of a Type 1 diabetic, we always worry about emergency response times.  The fact that a train could block all Barrington area crossings and SIGNIFICANTLY increase response times is very frightening.  Even if only 1, 2 or 3 of these crossings were closed for 5 or 6 minutes, the traffic would be prohibitive to safety vehicles.  Try figuring out which intersection to take the ambulance to beat the next train!  We know that the Barrington medical and emergency groups have provided more than enough facts for you to consider, but sometimes it is even more than facts and figures.  It is about real people, with real issues of concern for their families and friends.  
Another safety concern is with what the Canadian National will be hauling through our communities.  We have all heard of CN’s lack of safety and their poor response times during critical situations.  With trains, nearly in our backyard, this is a concern.  Another concern is with the increased noise and pollution.  Our community has not been a parking lot for freight trains in the past.  With freights needing to stop for the Metra trains, we would see a tremendous increase in noise and pollution, with trains starting and stopping frequently in our backyard.
While safety is our paramount issue, traffic in general is a huge issue.  I remember a day this fall that the Metra train was down temporarily, blocking several major intersections in Barrington.  Anyone sitting in that mess will testify as to what a downed train can do!!  It took me over an hour to go 5 miles!!  (I won’t even think of what emergency vehicles had to do!)  And this would be a common issue with 25 freight trains crossing an already crowded downtown that has 60+ Metra trains each day.  We are sure that you are now more than aware of the situation in Barrington—the proposed CN tracks cross our area 6 times, 3 times at major streets, and it crosses the Metra line, which has 60+ trains each day.  We had a traffic study done several years ago because people were worried about the issues in our town, especially because we have so much traffic moving to the northwest, north and west.  Traffic would cripple not only our town, but the towns surrounding us.
The effects on our school district would be hard to imagine as well.  We have a unit school district, with buses taking the high school students first, the middle school students and finally the elementary.  (These buses cross the EJ&E tracks almost 300 times each day.)  We can only imagine the starting times for the high school kids if we have to schedule for possible delays due to freight train traffic!!  The other concern is the issue of the tracks being located so closely to the high school.  Hundreds of kids cross the tracks each day to walk to school, park their cars, or go to lunch.  The high school is on one side of the tracks and the town is on the other.  These “habits” will not easily be broken.  CN has not considered these safety issues of our young community members.
This is a difficult issue to bring up, but our community has lost 3 wonderful individuals to train accidents this year.  We hesitate to even mention this, but an additional active train line will only add to this temptation!!

Lastly, we are extremely concerned with who pays for what (the state of Illinois and our US government do not have the funds).  When we attended the meeting at MacKray, we were told by an STB advisor that CN should be dealing with our concerns, so that the STB could just sign off on the deal in a year or 18 months.  We have seen no initiative by CN to deal with our concerns.  Most importantly, this foreign company, with billions in profits, is not stepping up to make any improvements in our town (or any towns!).  They have publicly said that they will put in $100 million for improvements on the line.  That would possibly pay for 1 underpass along this huge line (or double tracking and improving lines!), not helping the small communities along the line at all!!  So we the taxpayers will be paying for a foreign company to move questionable goods through our country faster, so they can profit more, at the expense of our small rural towns!!
Sincerely,

Mark and Cindy DeTrempe

