September 11, 2008

STAR Line application of the EJ&E should be accelerated
· The Chicago Metro area lacks a ring commuter line.

· STAR line was to begin to address this deficiency

· STAR line ownership of the EJ&E right of way would present traffic levels and types much more compatible with the road traffic and emergency service response designs than the proposed CN usage.

· $300,000,000 is a bargain for this 200 mile right of way and trackage, The Metra system should consider floating a bond issue in cooperation with the communities through which the EJ&E passes and purchase it to begin the STAR line.

· Sale to CN would just about kill the STAR concept, since CN would prioritize freight traffic on the current tracks.  CN has suggested that Metra could fund the installation of another track on the then CN right-a-way.  The cost of a new track versus purchasing the EJE would most likely be prohibitive.

· The Proposed purchase of the EJ&E by CN should be denied
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