Mark and Lisa Bird

10569 Shilling Road

Frankfort IL 60423

815-464-4823

Lbird64@sbcglobal.net
January 3, 2008

S. Victoria J. Rutson

Section of Environmental Analysts

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street SW

Washington DC

20423-0001

Dear Ms. Rutson:

We are strongly opposed to the sale of the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern Railway which runs directly behind our home which we just built and moved into nine months ago.  There are several reasons for our objection.

The increase of traffic from six trains a day to as many as 28 trains a day in a residential area would create not only untolerable noise and air pollution but put many neighborhood children at risk since there is no barrier between the tracks and the homes.  Also, to move potentially hazardous materials in residential areas poses an environmental disaster should something spill.    The tracks in our subdivision are also in close proximity with the Grand Prairie Elementary School.

The increase in train traffic would also cause a decline in the value of our homes which would be detrimental to the financial well being of this rapidly growing community.  

There are several areas where the train traffic would cause a traffic gridlock posing potential problems for emergency vehicles to get into and out of certain areas.

The proposed sale of the train line would definitely have a major impact on our community and should be thoroughly investigated.

Sincerely,

Mark and Lisa Bird 

