Linda L. Cosgrove
6318 East 181st Avenue	
Hebron, IN  46341


June 2, 2016

Mr. Dave Navecky
Surface Transportation Board
Via STB website

RE:  STB DOCKET #  FD 35952

Dear Mr. Navecky:
For the last 20 years, I have been artifact hunting in Eagle Creek Township, Lake County, Indiana and participated in surveys with previous State of Indiana Archeologist, Jim Mohow, as well as with teams from Purdue University.  There was not at the time and still isn’t abundant information on all archeological sites in this area because it is vast and remains predominantly agricultural. 
Archeologists identified and dated my artifacts. I also took them to some local homes to see collections. One was an astounding 2’ high by 1’ diameter clay water pot with handles that was found when digging a fence post hole and dates back thousands of years. Both my collection and those of my neighbors include axes, anvils, hoes, points (arrowheads), knives, scrapers, unidentified tools and clay pottery.
One of the artifacts is called a discoidal. I was told it is a very rare find. When I asked how rare, the Archeologist said “Let’s put it this way, I’ve only seen about twelve of them in the entire state of Indiana including the State Museum”. What I have gleaned from personal experience, reading the local history books & studying a well-respected 100 year old+ map is that the entire area of Lake County in which the rail is proposed is rich in archeology – some discovered and certainly much undiscovered.
During every archeological survey, we would find stone tools. Some were scattered with no real indication that the people lived there year round.  Others were village sites where, for many thousands of years, people lived and “fought” to live in these abundantly rich sites. We found a vast array of artifacts, clay pottery pieces & flakes (from the process of making the tools) that dated 1,000 A.D. back to 12,500 B.C. These finds covered the period from Mississippian through Paleo occupation.  In addition, there were numerous historical finds - nineteenth & early twentieth century coins, old jewelry, bottles, bricks, dishes and multiple additional home, personal and building items. Several nineteenth century homes that no longer exist were in the footprint of the villages previously occupied by the Native Americans. So, in those instances, there is both historic & prehistoric culture. 
Inserted below is a photo of some local finds which were identified by either Purdue University or the State of Indiana Department of Natural Resources Archeological staff. There is a French trading bead – likely from the 1600’s. Of particular note are two pieces of obsidian. Obsidian is a naturally occurring volcanic glass. There are not nor have there been any volcanoes anywhere near Indiana. According to the Purdue experts these were somehow brought from either Washington State or Oregon. Having found other obsidian both east and west of here, they explained that there has been an on-going search in the Kankakee Basin for the Native American path from the west coast to the east coast. He also stated that I may very well have found it when I identified on the topographic maps exactly where these were. I can’t stress enough what a culturally unique & diverse area this is. 
Aside from much other information that has been provided to the State of Indiana and Purdue, there should also be detailed information about five (5) sites all located within approximately a one-half mile area. One (or more) of those sites is located directly under the proposed tracks in Township 33N Range 8W. At least one of these sites has had a Phase III archeological study where they found three sets of remains just last fall. Four of the sites have had a Phase II and all are recommended for a Phase III subsurface investigation. I have copies of the Phase II reports for all of these sites but since this is protected information,  I hesitate to provide it in such an open forum.
At State Road 2 near Clay Street, the tracks would run directly through what the community knows as an Indian village. To my knowledge, it has not been recorded with the state. Many of these sites have not been recorded as there has been no development and, therefore, no need to do so.  Farmers and landowners know about various encampments and burial grounds but protect their knowledge for fear of looters and to keep the privacy. North of 173rd Avenue and east of Clay Street is where we found the first Paleo Point.  
There are at least four previous Indian encampments that I have not mentioned yet and they are available on the hand-drawn historical maps of the area. Whether they are also recorded with the state is unknown. 
In a small portion of Eagle Creek Township, I know of six (6) previous homesteads that no longer exist. However, there are no available records that survey exactly where they were and therefore no real information is available except in the memories of the older generation and their families. There are ownership records but not surveys or even drawings as to what the exact location was.
Ten years ago, a local resident was digging for a pond to accompany his new home. The location is just to the east and in the setback of the proposed rail in Township 33N Range 7W. He unearthed five (5) Mastodons that were possibly up to 20,000 years old. That was a remarkable find! There have been single Mastodons found in the country, maybe even two but to find five was exceptional. (see below: Gigantic discovery in Hebron, 7-9-05)
Almost the entirety of the proposed rail in southern Lake County and a portion of Illinois is located in what was once a 400,000+ acre marsh covering Eagle Creek, Cedar Creek and West Creek Townships south of State Road 2. I have not reviewed the topography of the marsh in Porter and LaPorte counties but do know that they have the same type of sites that I explained above. 
Following is a description of where these villages existed from a portion of Indiana DNR water files:  A vast marsh and wooded swamp occupied most of the Kankakee River valley and adjoining lowlands (the proposed rail is in these lowlands). The area often termed the Grand Kankakee Marsh referred to the marsh-swamp-dune complex which extended from the river’s headwaters near South Bend, Indiana to the outcropping of the limestone ledge in the riverbed near Momence, Illinois, located about 7 miles west of the Indiana/Illinois state line…. According to many historic accounts, the Grand Marsh covered more than 400,000 acres, or 625 square miles. The main body of the Grand Marsh was from 3 to 10 miles wide, and smaller arms extended 5 to 10 miles farther out into many tributary valleys and low-lying areas of the floodplain. Isolated dunes and sand ridges; some up to 30 feet high, dotted the interior of the vast marsh, appearing as wooded islands in a sea of aquatic sedges and grasses, marsh hay, wild rice, cattails, and other wetland plants.
The dunes and sand ridges to which the above refers are the villages and sites to which I refer and they are abundant.
Based upon all of the information and in an effort to continue to preserve such a culturally rich area, I would beg that you deny any request to locate a proposed rail in any portion of the Kankakee Basin.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Cosgrove
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‘It wasn't their time*
‘According to Michelle Greenan, collections manager for natural hstory and archeology
at the museum, mastodon remains have been found in every county in Indians, "But
they are stil exciting to find."

"We've got some really good preserved whole bones here," she said

Richards said he estimated the remains to be from 11,500 to 20,000 years old.

After removal, the mastodons wil begin the roughly six-month process of cleaning,
testing and preservation. Afcr that, they wil be displayed in the museum and may be.

included in a lerge exnibitincluding other mastodons and mammoths from Indiana.

“The fossils were found in what was once a pond or marsh that was formed afcer the ce
age

Richards said the mastodons al appear to be adult animals.
It wasn'stheir time, but something happened. We don' know what,* Richards saic

Richards said the bones niially found by excavators were damaged and of poor
qualiy, but they were able o find betrer preserved bones a lie deeper.

"Some of the ones on top were not preserved very well” Richards said. “When they are
snallow, they gt a ot of exposure.” Richards said ai, arainage and bacteria, among
other things, wil damage fossilized remains not buried deep enough.

Colored flags mark where the bones are located, and some bones have black plastic
over them, o shield them from the sun.

"As 500n a5 We expose the bones, there is @ problem with moisure,” Greenan said,
adding that n arder to combat the problem, the bones are sprayed with water and
covered with plastic bags.
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“They found them in a lake"

Kelly Taylor, a DeMotte resident who brought her children, Emma, 5, and Dylen, 2,
explaind to her daughter that the mastodons were from the ice age,fike the cartoon
movie at home. Taylor said she heard of the dig from some neighbors.

Taylor said her daugher likes the movie Jurassic Park, especially the part where they
are digging for dinosaurs, so she brought her to see a real dig.

Lori Reinhart, a resident of Cottonwood, Ariz, who was visiing fiends, brought her
children, Max, 3, and Jessica, 10, o see the mastodon dig, Reinhart sad in Arizona digs
are common, especially for American Ingian arifacts.

"You don' even think about those kinds of tings being n the ground,” Reinhart said."|
think ts ironic that they are building a lake, and they found them i a lake."




image1.png
ALL FOUND [N EAGLE CREEK TOWNSHIP,
LAKE COUNTYEINBIANA N OR NEAR
PHERRSERBLETHAIROAD
IDE GRS 11/ ERSITY
SRR N 1 it

1 wzm@u s

OBSIDIAN
PALED FLARES

PALEO BEADS

PALEO SHELLS





image2.png
Gigantic discovery in Hebron
Pond project turns into museum dig for mastodon bones
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“We have secured the mastodons

After excavators alerted him to their findings, Bothwellsaid he considered seling the.
bones on eBay.com, but many mastodon bones, including several teeth, already were
being auctioned on the sic.

50 he contacted the Indiana State Museurm, which was interested n obtaining
mastodons. When the museur's team of archeologist, paleantologists and volunteers.
first came ous, he didn't know how many mastodons were on the property. Since the
team has been there, the remains for at least four, maybe five, have been discovered.

"I have learned a ot since they've been here,” Bothwellsaid.
Allin al, Bothwel said he is gad the museum willdisplay the bones in the future, but
willbe happy when he can get back to digging his pond. Hs home also i being
constructed on the Iot, and his son's exising home is nex: door.

I think ies good and  don' think i¢s good, a5 you can see,” he said.

On Friday, Cheryl Bothwell taok some family and friends to the dig ste, to shaw them
‘what exactly ws happening at the location where her new home will be.

"We have met every neighbor,” Cheryl Bothwel said.
Although Tom Bothwellwouldrt disclose what the museurm paid or the mastodons,

Ron Richards, curator of paleobiology and chief curator of natural history for the.
Indiana State Museum, said, "We have secured the mastodons from the owner.”




