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10 Terrifying incidents

With crude oil rail shipments growing 50-fold in the last eight years, the number of
accidents has risen too. Below, 10 of the most damaging. —Katie Campbell

JULY 6,2013

Lac-Mégantic, Quebec

In the worst recent accident, 63 cars on a runaway train derailed in the heart of this
Canadian town. The resulting blast and flames killed 47 residents and destroyed 30
buildings in the small downtown.

NOVEMBER 8, 2013

Aliceville, Alabama

Qutside this tiny Southern town, 25 cars spilled nearly 750,000 gallons of oil into
surrounding wetlands, creating an environmental nightmare.

DECEMBER 30, 2013

Casselton, North Dakota

After two trains collided, 18 cars on the one carrying crude oil spilled nearly 400,000
gallons.

FEBRUARY 13,2014

Vandergrift, Pennsylvania

Enroute from Chicago, a train went off the track and crashed into a downtown industrail

building.
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APRIL30, 2014
Lynchburg, Virginia

A train from Chicago derailed near a pedestrian waterfront area, sending three cars—and
30,000 gallons of oil—into the James River.

FEBRUARY 16,2015

Mount Carbon, West Virginia

After 27 cars went off the track during a snowstorm and exploded, the fire burned for four
days.
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MARCH 5, 2015

Galena, lllinois

A train likely headed to Chicago derailed on a remote stretch of track, sending cars down an
embankment. Even though the cars had been reinforced with half an inch of steel, the fire
burned for three days.

MARCH 7,2015

Gogama, Ontario

Just one month after a derailment in the same area, five cars fell into the Makami River,
leaking oil into waterways used by locals for drinking and fishing.

MAY 6, 2015

Heimdal, North Dakota

Five cars exploded and spilled nearly 60,000 gallons of oil. Fire crews from three nearby
towns were called to help fight the blaze.

JULY 16,2015

Culbertson, Montana

Twenty cars toppled from the track, with three spilling a total of 35,000 gallons of all,
forcing 30 people to evacuate.
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