Modern Farming

When most people think about farming they picture a rugged man in dusty overalls driving a tractor; but that image is outdated.  Farming today is Agribusiness.  Farmers have adopted new technologies that allow them to produce bigger and better crops, which are developed into food for people and livestock, fibers for clothing, carpets, and bedding just to name a few, and biofuels for energy.  

96 % of farms are family owned.  Agriculture is the nation’s largest employer supporting 23 million jobs in producing, processing, storage, and transportation.   

Farms are not isolated entities but valuable assets to communities.  Several community programs are:


Farmers Feeding America – In 1960 the average farmer could feed 
26 people but today that number is 155.


Farmers Grow Communities – Monsanto sponsors a program 
which allows farmers to enter to win $2,500 for their favorite 
community not-for-profit organization (4-H, FFA, schools, fire 
departments, etc.)

Farmers Grow Ag Leaders – Students can earn up to $1,500 
scholarships to further their education in agriculture.


Farmers Invest An Acre – Farmers fight hunger in America by 
donating the revenue from 1 acre to the local food bank in their 
community.


Farmers Keep Rural Schools Growing – Farmers can nominate 
public school districts to receive grant money.

The rich land that brought the early settlers to Boone County remains our greatest asset.  Boone County farmland is among the best in the country.  In November of 2011 an auction sale of almost 3,400 acres of farmland owned by the Funderburg family (K-B Farms) brought an average of $8,700 per acre.  Compare that to the $1.25 per acre paid by John Henry Herbert for land in Bonus Township in 1837.

The good news is that while the tools are changing (the tractors of today cost more than most houses) the value of farmers remains the same as ever.  They eat the same food that we buy at the grocery store and take care of the land as it is their greatest resource – and ours.
See the Centennial Farms display in the Agriculture Area of the Museum.  
