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To whotn it may conecern: 7/‘ Ll

[ am writing with coneerns about the possibility of a new railroad spur, described in STB
Finance Docket No. 34284 that may be built to serve the new Vulean quarry near Medina
Lake.

This route includes a dedicated dark site o which we have routinely taken Trimty
University students for astronomy field trips for several ycars now. This field trip is the
highlight ol the scmester [or our astronomy students, who usc new equipment awarded (0
Trinity under a highty-rated National Science Foundation grant for innovations in
undergraduate science education. As deliberations over the choice of railroad routes
continue, I would urge you to keep in mind the ncgative impact that ALTLRN ATIVE 1
ROUTE would have on cducational opportunities for students in [rinity's most popular
science course - a course which has been funded in large part by laxpayer dollars through
the National Science l‘oundation.

Sincerely,

David Hans Hough

Profcssor of Physics & Astronomy
Trinity Universily

San Antonio, TX 78212-7200
210-999-7466

dhough(@trinity edu



