Environmental Planning Commissions Board,

 

     I own the land where the purposed rail road joins the old Wabash right of way, East of Wozniak Rd in Laporte County.  I don’t know if the people who planned the purposed route did any home work or not, but that section of the Wabash was closed several years before the railroad closed. For several years, trains would service the Westville Elevator from Chicago Heights, and then go back out to the West or if they serviced what was then the KOP, now the KIP. They would come in from Walkerton and go back out to the East. They closed this section of the rail bed because it was unstable. 

 

    From Wozniak Rd East to Long Lane Road there are four miles of swamp.  It is muck underlayed with a deep layer of marrel. If you drive a heavy tractor or especially an excavator on our land on either side of the old railway, or if someone walks along side of it, you can feel and the see the ground wave up and down as the vehicle moves along. 

 

    The Webster drainage ditch begins just a quarter mile north of the old rail bed on our property and by the time it gets to the old railway, it is already moving at the rate of 800 gallons per minute. The drainage runs from North to South. With the railroad running east to West, if they ever could get deep enough to get to solid ground, I would be very concerned about the drainage that would be done to our drainage field plus the damage that would happen if there were ever an accident or spill on this type of soil.

 

Thank you for your time. 

 

Robert Meyers

4744 S Wozniak Rd

LaPorte, IN 46350

