I am writing to you in regards to the proposed freight line that will be in Porter County Indiana. As a teacher for over 30 years I have safety and educational concerns for students.
· The train is proposed to go approximately ¼ mile from 3 schools in my area. Morgan Township Elementary, Middle and High school, Boone Grove Elementary and Middle school and Lowell Middle school. If 110 trains pass daily that means a train will pass every 13 minutes. This will disturb the learning of many students due to noise and vibration. As a special education teacher I am concerned with how students will do with the increase of sensory input and how long it will take them to get back on task after each passing train.
· Bus safety is also a concern. How long will the students be on the bus due to passing trains and stopping at each crossing as law requires?
· The possibility of bus/train accidents.
· Concern for teen drivers that will be crossing tracks to and from school. Statistic state teenagers between 16-19 are 4 times more likely to get in accidents. They will be running the crossings not to be late to school etc… Statistic state 70% of those who die in railroad accidents are by freight trains.20 % more likely to die in a crash involving a train than any other vehicle.
· Freight trains carrying hazardous materials that close to schools.  Statistic show every 2 hours train accidents occur in the United States. How do we guarantee the safety of the students and staff in the schools?
 As a resident of this area my concerns are as followed:
·  When there is a derailment of the freight train contamination of water is a real possibility. EVERYONE in this area have wells to supply water to their homes.
· Diesel exhaust can cause heart and blood pressure and asthma.
· Coal dust contains heavy metal that is toxic at low concentrations. Causes lung and cardiovascular disease. One study linked it to cancer.
· As a cancer survivor this is a serious concern!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
As a farm owner my concerns are as followed:
· This proposed railway will impact exiting land use and cause hardship for farmers who make their living and provide for their families by farming.

· Farm land in this area has been passed down for many generations. You will be interfering with family being able to pass on quality farm land.
· By closing roads in our area you will be forcing farmers to take farm equipment on major roads like state road 49 to access their fields and the elevator to deliver their crops. Increase in accidents!
· By splitting land in half for the tracks you will be causing farms to have land that is landlocked. They will not be able to access the far side of the field. Loss of income!!!!!!!
· While placing tracks you will destroy drainage tile systems which will than flood our fields!!!!!

I hope as you consider the proposed railway through our area you will take our concerns seriously. Thank you for your time in this matter.


