						April 11, 2016

Dave Navecky
Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington DC 20423-0001
Docket No. FD-35952

Dear Mr. Navecky:

	I am writing this letter as a concerned citizen living in Northwest Indiana.  Recently we have been notified of a proposed railroad to be built by Great Lakes Basin Railroad.  After listening to arguments for and against I have many concerns about how the railroad will affect our community.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	The safety issues for the town are many.  Emergency vehicle routes will be cut off by the train.  School bus routes will be affected by the multiple crossings.  I live on one of the rural roads in the county which the railroad will cross and so many of our young people drive these roads to and from school.  There have already been several teen deaths caused by trains in our community both crossing and walking the railroads. The number of trains predicted per day is unrealistic and will cause the potential for train accidents to increase dramatically.  If there was any type of spill or derailment the towns are not prepared or equipped to handle these emergency’s, and it is very possible it would contaminate the town’s water supply.

	The proposed route through our farmlands will impact the agricultural drainage tile systems and cause flooding.  Also I perceive issues with the natural flow of water to the Kankakee River.

	My home is very close to the proposed railroad and I have concerns about the negative affects the noise and vibrations will have on our health and others.  The route not only comes close to many homes it also comes near multiple schools.  This will be very distracting for the students and have a huge impact on the students with special needs.

	After hearing both arguments I am opposed to the construction of this railroad.  I do not believe it will provide the jobs they are claiming nor do I see it benefiting our community.  Thank you for your time and consideration concerning this matter.

						Sincerely,



						Betty Butchart
						Concerned Citizen 

