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E filing Comments regarding Alaska Railroad Northern Rail Extension EIS

These comments are in regards primarily to that portion of the proposed Northern Rail Extension that is South and west of the Tanana River.

CROSSINGS:

There is a long history of miners, trappers, hunters, fishers, explorers and hikers crossing the proposed right-of-way on foot and by dogsled, ATV, snowmobiles and heavy equipment. Because these people will continue to access that area, it’s imperative that there be numerous RR crossings to protect these travelers and to maintain the RR bed to prevent erosion.

As a minimum, there should be crossings at:

1 Trail across from Delta BLM Airstrip 64*05’ 02” approximate.

2. Section Line E/W 64*05” 02” approximate

3. Section Line N/S  64*07’37” approximate

4. Rainbow Lake/ Forestry Road  64* 08’33”N  145* 57’ 40” approximate
5 West End Winter Forestry Road

6. Dry Channel of Delta Creek [access to full flood plain]

7. Delta Creek  [access to full flood plain]
8. Coole Lake Trail

9. Donnelly Washburn Trail

10. Little Delta River [access to full flood plain]

11. DNR Winter Trail

All bridges should allow adequate under-passage for watercraft and land vehicles.

WILDLIFE

Newly pioneered rights-of-way expose unwary wildlife to abuse by construction and RR crews. Possession of firearms by construction crews should be strictly prohibited with severe penalties for contractors violating the prohibition.

No portion of the proposed right-of-way should be vegetated with any plant life that attracts wildlife and exposes the wildlife to construction and train traffic.
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