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Alaska Railroad Corporation’s Proposed Northern Railway Extension: 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Comments re: STB Finance Docket No. 34658
To David Navecky:

I am concerned about the impact the proposed northern rail extension will have on my recreational property located on Fivemile Clear Creek (referred to in the report as Fivemile Clearwater River). I own 5.87 acres on Fivemile Clear Creek with a small cabin, the exact location is Tl-1106 SECTION 11 T7s-R4E PLAT 89-112 11/27/89 ASLS 89-199 TRACT F OUT OF TL-700 SEC 2-36 T7S-R4E. 
I access this property weekly via jet boat between mid May and mid October, traveling from the Salcha River Landing, down the Salcha, up the Tanana to the Tanana slough, continuing up the slough to the mouth of Fivemile Clear Creek, and up the creek to my cabin. During the winter months I access my property once or twice a month via snowmachine. My winter route involves parking along the Richardson Highway, traveling via snow machine across the Tanana River, and taking a trail along the west side of Fivemile Clear Creek.
There are several issues that concern me about the proposed railway extension. The first issue is that Salcha Alternative Segment 2 Tanana River Crossing (Figure 2-17) shows a channel blocked with fill on the west side of the Tanana to accommodate the bridge.  This channel / slough is the one that is used to access the mouth of Fivemile Clear Creek. Currently the summer water level in this channel is low at best. I am concerned that blocking the flow from the Tanana River to this channel would lower the flow even more and potentially cut off summer access to my property, as well as the approximately 40 other private properties on the creek. Unfortunately, there is no other reasonable summer access to Fivemile Clear Creek. Losing this access would be disappointing recreationally for us all, as well as a big loss financially. Our property value would plummet because of its inaccessibility. Also, many of us property owners would lose a dependable hunting ground, which is counted on for yearly sustenance.  
Another major concern about the Proposed Northern Railway Extension is that the Draft EIS states that “In roadless area, off-road vehicles would be prohibited from crossing the rail line at non-designated points.”  If this were to happen it would effectively eliminate 
winter snow machine access to landowners on Fivemile Clear Creek. Fivemile Clear Creek does not freeze in the winter, therefore the creek cannot be used as trail access from the proposed crossings. Landowners have built their own winter trails to access their property, which would become illegal to use if you do not reconsider your allowable crossings. Also, it would also have another dramatic impact on the many property owners who hunt along the creek and the Tanana River on existing trails that cross many points of the proposed routes. 
While it appears that consideration has been given to proposed Fivemile Clear Creek bridges facilitating the movement of small jet boats, it should be noted that several land owners access the creek in airboats. Any bridges built must have adequate clearance for the much taller airboats.

It appears that no noise and vibration analysis has been done for this particular area. With approximately 40 privately owned properties on Fivemile Clear Creek and about 20 cabins that are used regularly, 10 proposed train trips through the area per day would have a noteable impact on many people. A noise and vibrational analysis should be done for this area.
A final concern about the proposed railway extension is that there will potentially be construction closures of the creek. It would be imperative that property owners were notified of any such closures in advance.

I am disappointed at all of the proposed routes for this railway. Why not run a route further south, through military land, since it’s final destination is Fort Greely and main contributor thus far is the Department of Defense?  Currently, there is no good proposed route for those of us that own property on Fivemile Clear Creek. I ask that you reconsider your routes and to take them farther away from the private properties you would be dramatically impacting. 
If a route reconsideration is not an option, please consider seriously the previously mentioned points. It would be wrongful to cut off access to so many private properties. Finally, for those of us with property there, Fivemile Clear Creek is our haven - a quiet place to relax, enjoy wildlife, hunt for game, and get away from the craziness of daily life. Assuming access can be worked out, I am concerned that having a railway so close will detract from that experience. Would you want 10 trains per day traveling past your favorite recreational spot? Please do the right thing and reconsider you existing proposed routes!
Sincerely, 

Brad Dietrich

