
LOUIS E. GITOM ER 
Lou @lgraillaw.com 

MELANIE B. Y ASB!N 
Melanie@Igraillaw.com 
410-296-2205 

Cynthia T. Brown 

LAW OFFIC ES OF 

LOUISE. GITOMER, LLC 

January 21 , 2016 

Chief of the Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUITE 301 
TOWSON, MARYLAND 2 1204-4022 

(4 10) 296-2250. (202) 466-6532 
FAX (410) 332-0885 

Re: Docket No. AB-70 (Sub-No. 6X), Florida East Coast Railway, L.L.C.
Abandonment Exemption-in Miami-Dade County, FL 

Dear Ms. Brown, 

Enclosed are the original and 10 copies of a Verified Notice of Exemption for Florida 
East Coast Railway, LLC to abandon an approximately 1.21-mile rail line on its South Little 
River Branch Line between milepost LR 11 +3989 and milepost LRI 3+0000 in Miami Dade 
County, FL. Also enclosed are a check for the filing fee of $3, 900 and a CD containing the 
Notice in WORD and pdf format. 

Please time and date stamp the additional copy of this letter and Notice and return it in 
the enclosed prepaid envelope. 

Thank you for your assistance. If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Sincerely yours, 

_../]-~ b'J /-2_ A ' 7 1 
r? / 0!'_.-&V1 D -:;;;;::~/VI 
Melanie B. Yasbin 
Attorney for Florida East Coast Railway, L.L.C. 

Enclosure 
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BEFORE THE 
SURF ACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Docket No. AB-70 (Sub-No. 6X) 

FLORJDA EAST COAST RAILWAY, L.L.C.- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION- IN 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FL 

VERJFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

Robert Ledoux, Esq. 
Florida East Coast Railway, L.L.C. 
7411 Fulle1ton Street, Suite 300 
Jacksonville, FL 32256 
(904) 538-6032 

Dated: January 21, 2016 
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Louis E. Gitomer, Esq. 
Melanie B. Yasbin, Esq. 
Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC 
600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301 
Towson, MD 21204 
(410) 296-2250 
Lou@lgraillaw.com 

Attorneys for: Florida East Coast Rai lway, 
L.L.C. 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Docket No. AB-70 (Sub-No. 6X) 

FLORIDA EAST COAST RAILWAY, L.L.C.- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION- IN 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FL 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

Florida East Coast Railway, L.L.C., ("FEC") files this Verified Notice of Exemption 

pursuant to the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 for FEC to abandon an approximately 

1.21 -mile rail line on its South Little River Branch Line between milepost LR 11 +3989 and 

milepost LR13+0000 in Miami Dade County, FL (the "Line"). After receiving abandonment 

authority, FEC plans to abandon the Line, salvage the track and materials and convert the 

property to trail use. No local rail traffic has moved over the Line during the past two years. 

Any overhead traffic on the Line can be and has been rerouted. 

Based on info1m ation in the possession of FEC, the Line does not contain federally 

granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the rai lroad 's possession will be made available 

promptly to those requesting it. 

I . Proposed consummation date. The proposed consummation date is March 11, 2016. 
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2. Certification required by 49 C.F.R. § l I 52.50(b). See Exhibit A. 

3. lnfo1mation required by49C.F.R.§l152.22(a)(I) through (4), (7), and (8), and (e)(4). 

(a) General. 

(1) Exact name of applicant. Florida East Coast Railway, L.L.C. 

(2) Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C. 

Subtitle JV, Chapter 105. FEC is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C. Subtitle IV, 

Chapter l 05. 

(3) Relief sought. FEC seeks to use the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. § 11 52.50 

to abandon an approximately 1.21-mile rai l line between milepost LR 11 +3989 and milepost 

LR13+0000 in Miami-Dade County, FL. 

(4) Map. See Exhibit B. 

(7) Name, title, and address of representative of applicant to whom 

correspondence should be sent. Louis E. Gitomer, Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 

Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204, ( 410) 296-2250, Lou@ lgrai llaw.com. 

(8) List of all United States Postal Service ZIP Codes that the line proposed for 

abandonment traverses. The Line traverses U.S. Postal ZIP Code 33 144 and 33 126. 

(e) Rural and community impact. 

(4) Statement of whether the propetiies proposed to be abandoned are appropriate 

for use for other public purposes, including roads and highways, other f01ms of mass 

transportation, conservation, energy production or transmission, or recreation. If the app licant is 

aware of any restriction on the title to the property, including any reversionary interest, which 
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would affect the transfer of title or the use of property for other than rail purposes, this shall be 

disclosed. 

The Line may be suitable for other public purposes or trail use, but may be subject to 

reversionary interests. 

4. The level of labor protection. The interests of any railroad employees who may be adversely 

affected by the proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor protective 

conditions in Oregon Short Line R. Co. - Abandonment- Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979). 

5. Certification. Ce1tificates of compliance with the notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 

11 52.50( d)( 1) and 1105 .11 are attached as Exhibit C. 

6. Combined Environmental and Historic Report: See Exhibit D. 

Robert Ledoux, Esq. 
Florida East Coast Railway, L.L.C. 
7411 Fulle1ton Street, Suite 300 
Jacksonvi lle, FL 32256 
(904) 538-6032 

Dated: January 2 1, 2016 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Louis E. Gitomer, Esq. 
Melanie B. Yasbin, Esq. 
Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC 
600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 30 1 
Towson, MD 21204 
(4 10) 296-2250 
Lou@lgraillaw.com 

Attorneys for: Florida East Coast Railway, 
L.L.C. 



EXHIBIT A-VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION 
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VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LIN.E MEETS 
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.SO(b) 

STATE OF FLORIDA ) 
) SS. 

COUNTY OF DUVAL ) 

I, U{v be.x-+- Le do\J\.X state that I am _ _ s_· v~e~----
for Florida East Coast Railway, L.L.C.; that I am authorized to make this verification; and that I 

have read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and lmow the facts asse1ted therein are trne and 

accurate as stated, to the best of my knowledge, info1mation, and belief. 

I hereby certify that no freight traffic has moved over FEC's 1.21-mile rail line between 

milepost LR 11 +3989 and milepost LRl 3+0000 in Miami-Dade County, FL, for two years prior 

to the date hereof, and that any overhead freight traffic on the line can be rerouted over other 

lines. Further, no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the line (or a State or local 

government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service over the line 

either is pending with the Surface Transportation Board or any U.S. District Comt or has been 

decided in favor of a complainant within the two-year period. The foregoing ce1tification is 

made on behalf of FEC by the undersigned after due and careful investigation of the matters 

herein ce1tified and based on the best of the knowledge, infonnation, and belief of the 

undersigned. 



EXHIBIT B-MAP 

8 



7/15/2015 

r...u~......s• ~' _.-:!Il::::~==~=-........ 
NWs~ns· 

- Ill ..... :.;---:;;::;=;: -
.. !· 

NW 10tti!:,ir r,;·.r .-

-- NW Blh S: 
NW S:ns: 

'IW7:toS· z NVi 7;::i s~ 

~ 
'• . 1 ::: .., 

'"' :;. 

~ 
Costco Wholesale Iii 

Mall of 111, rnericas e 

-=-~ ~ 

Pan~1ty FlaQle1 
8 Park Plaza 

(lftvr ~ 1ar("t•r1 "• 

W f!~jltr St 

SW 2nd St 

~ 
g_ NW 2nd S: 
~ 
" 

·~ 
tr. 
:;; 
~ 
~ SW 2nd St 

)> "' ~ :! 

I 

,}' "' ~'O < 

I 

"' '!<..\.~ ~ 
<f~ V) ~ 

::: ::r SW ~th St "'- SW 4th St (s'l) SW 4th St SW 4 th St 

::: 
"' SW 5th S1 

,. 
-

?; 

" "' :::: 
SW 5th S· ,:i 

:;. 
0 

G1>nd Canal D• 

;i - -1:::..... , SW 8th:St 

J> 

:l: SW qth Ttr:act 

"' ~ 
~ 
2tn St 

f 

"' < 
~ 

~ 
1'; 

> 
~ 

SW 13th TN· ace 

"' :::: .., 
~ 
> 

SW 11th Sr .:§ 

SW 12th S1 

SW '3:h SI 

SW i 3:1' lcrrace 

.., ~ 
"" .. :;. 
!:? 

• 
V> ::: .., 
"' 

'<r· ::;: 
' 

)> 

I~ 

• 

I 

Google Maps 

Ralp11 R~n:c\.; Way 

NW&1hSt ::. 
:<' 

'IW 51;, St ;: 
z 
:::: 

\( "' :;: 

;: 

~ "' ::: 
C' 

SW 4thS\ ~ 

SW lO:h S· "' ::: .., 

SW5•hS1 "' ::: .., 

"' 
SW 'th Si 

"' "' ::: ::: ::: .., ~ 

~ ~ 

~ 

~ 
I I 

~ 

.968; 

"' :;; 

~ 
n "' "' - ~ :::: 

"' C' 
~ "' :;. 
> ~ < 
'"; 

~ 
C? 

~ "' Vl 
::: "' :i: -.... ~ -.... 0 

!::? ~ 

SW 11·~ SI 

:: 
!} LR 13+0000 

~ rr:oovlc 
~ ~ - ~L"> "' ::; 

~w lJ.m St ~ 
"' ... 

-: SW 14th St t!, " g_ 

SW 13:~ St ~ 

.... 
~ 

"'" 

F. "' ~ 
:: ~ ~ .. 

SW t4t~ s· 

"' :::: 
"' §. 

~ 

:r. :;: 

"' ~ 
~ 
" 

C' 

c. 
:? 

'IW 2rd S: 

z ::: 
:; 
c. 
; 

i 
"" 
~ 

.,,.. Jrd St 

'N 11:,ql~r Si 

SW 2nd S1 

"' "' :;; :,;: 
~ "' ~ "' > 0 < ,, 

SW 61hSt 

"' ::: 
~ 
c. 

"' 
.,,. 

:;; < r. 

"' ~ SW 4th St 

:; ... 

swqtl s1 

SW 101h St 

SW lO;:h Termce 

SW lllh S• 

SW 12th Si 

SW 13th St 

SW 2nd St 

"' "' "' ::; :::: ::;: 

"' ~ " ~ 
~ "' ~ c. c. 
~ > 

0 :% " 
SW 6 th St 

-..,y,· 5i.hSi 

'"' ::; 

~ 
> 
~ 

z z 
::; :::: 
$ ~ 
"'- ::r 
; ~ - " 

NW 2nd St 

sw;; 

SW 3r· 

SW 

SW 5th~ 

sv 

SW 1 

"' ::; 

SW l2t~ S: ;? 
::r 

~~ 
SW 13t~ Terrace 

"' :;; 
SW l41h S' 

l/v ~ ' ( fl/ I ii 111 
SW l·Hh ~ 

Map data ©2015 Google l 000 ft..__ __ 

https.Jtv.ww.google.com/maps/@25.7691326.-80.315553.1Sz 111 



EXHIBIT C-CERTIFICATES OF SERVICE AND PUBLICATION 

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 (d) (1 ), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the 
pro posed abandonment in Docket No. AB-70 (Sub-No. 6X) was mailed via first class mail on 
January 11 , 201 6, to the following parties: 

State Public Service Commission 

Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-085 

Mi litary Traffic Management Command 

Headquarters 
Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command 
Transportation Engineering Agency 
A TIN: SDTE-SA (Railroads for National Defense) 
1 Soldier Way, Building I 900W 
Scott AFB, IL 62225 

National Park Service 

Mr. Rick Potts 
Chief, Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Division 
Rivers, Trail s and Conservation Assistance Program National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W. (Org Code 2220) 
Washington, DC 20240 

National Park Service 

U.S. Department oflnterior 
National Park Service 
Land Resources Division 
1849 C Street, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20240 
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U.S. Depa1tment of Agriculture 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Chief of the Forest Service 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250-0003 

11 

~~:/!>~ 
Melanie Yasbin 
January 21, 2016 



CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 

The undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the proposed abandonment in Docket No. 
AB-70 (Sub-No. 6X) in the fo llowing fotm was advertised on January 19, 20 16 in the 
SunSentinel, a newspaper of general circulation in Miami-Dade County, FL as required by 49 
C.F.R. § 1105.7(c) and .12. 

.~~~~~-
Melanie Yasbirr7 

January 21, 2016 

Notice oflntent To Abandon 

Florida East Coast Railway, L.L.C. ("FEC") gives notice that on or about January 21 , 
20 16, it intends to fi le with the Surface Transpot1ation Board, Washington, DC 20423, a notice 
of exemption under 49 CFR 1152 Subpart F- Exempt Abandonments permitting the 
abandonment of an approximately 1.21-mile rail line between milepost LR 11 +3989 and 
milepost LRl 3+0000, which traverses United States Postal Service ZIP Code 33 144 and 33 126, 
in Miami Dade County, FL (the "Line"). The proceeding has been docketed as No. AB-70 (Sub
No. 6X). 

The Board's Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) will generally prepare an 
Environmental Assessment (EA), which will normally be available 25 days after the filing of the 
notice of exemption. Comments on environmental and energy matters should be filed no later 
than 15 days after the EA becomes available to the public and wi ll be addressed in a Board 
decision. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the EA or make inquiries regarding 
environmental matters by writing to the OEA, Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 
20423 or by calling that office at (202) 245-0295. 

Appropriate offers of financial assistance to continue rail service can be filed with the 
Board. Requests for environmental conditions, public use conditions, or rail banking/trails use 
also can be fi led with the Board. An original and 10 copies of any pleading that raises matters 
other than environmental issues (such as trails use, public use, and offers of financial assistance) 
must be filed directl y with the Board's Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings, 395 E 
Street, SW, Washington, DC 20423- 0001[See49 CFR 1104.l (a) and 11 04.3(a)], and one copy 
must be served on applicant's representative [See 49 CFR l 104.12(a)]. Questions regarding 
offers of financial assistance, pub I ic use or trails use may be directed to the Board's Office of 
Public Assistance, Governmental Affairs, and Compliance at (202) 245-023 8. Copies of any 
comments or requests for conditions should be served on the applicant's representative: Louis E. 
Gitomer, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 2 1204, (4 10)296-2250, 
Lou@lgrai ll aw.com. 
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COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 11 05.7 and § 1105.8(c), the undersigned 
hereby certifies that a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Docket No. 
AB-70 (Sub-No. 6X) was mai led via first class mail on December 23, 2015 to the following 
parties: 

Florida Coasta l Management Program National Park Service 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, M.S. 47 Southeast Region 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-300 100 Alabama Street 

Atlanta, GA 30303 

Florida Department of Environmental U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Protection Region 4 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, M.S. 49 1875 Century Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 Atlanta, GA 30345 
Florida State Clearinghouse Miami-Dade Department of Planning and 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, M.S. 47 Zoning 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 Stephen P. Clark Center 

111 N. W. p t Street, 12th Floor 
Miami, FL 33 128 

Natural Resources Conservation Service U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
United States Department of Agriculture Jacksonville District, Regulatory Division 
P.O. Box 145 10 70 I San Marco Blvd 
Gainesville, FL 32614 Jacksonville, FL 32207 
Mr. Jean Monestime Mr. Russell Morgan 
Chairman State Conservationist 
Board of County Commissioners USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Miami-Dade County Service 
111 NW I st Street, Suite 220 14th and Independence Ave, SW 
Miami, FL 33 128 Room 5204-S 

Washington, DC 20250 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency National Geodetic Survey 
Region 4 Simon.Monroe@noaa.gov 
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street, SW 
Atlanta, GA 30303-8960 
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Bureau of Historic Preservation 
R.A. Gray Building 
500 South Bronaugh Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250 

~~6~· 
Melanie Yasbin ~ 
January 21 , 2016 



COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 
(49 C.P.R. 1105.7 and 1105.8) 

Docket No. AB-70 (Sub-No.6X) 

FLORIDA l ~AST COAST RAILWAY, L.L.C.- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION- in MIAM I 
DADE COUNTY, FL 

Dated: December 23, 2015 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

(I) Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including 
commodities transported, the planned disposi ti on (if any) of any rail I inc and other structures that 
may be invo lved, and any possib le changes in current operations or mai ntenance practices. Also 
describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Include a readable. detailed map and 
drawings clearly delineating the project. 

Florida East Coast Railway, L.L.C. (""FEC .. ) proposes to abandon an approximately 1.21-

mil e railroad line between milepost LR 11+3989 (station 620+73.15) and milepost LR 13+0000 

(station 686+43.0) in Miami Dade County Florida (the ·'Line"'). 

Abandonment or the Line will result in the removal of the rail. crosstics and possibly the 

upper layer or bal last. Removal of the Linc will result in the eli mi nation of 3 public road 

crossings and I private crossing. 

There has been no traffic on the Line for over 2 years. 

The only alternative to a full abandonment would be for fEC not to abandon the Line. 

With little. irany, potenti al traffic. FEC has decided to seek abandon ment of the Linc. 

A map of the proposed abandonment is attached hereto as Ex hibit I. 

(2) Transportation System. Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or 
local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traflic (passenger or freight) 
that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action. 

There is no passenger tra flic on the Linc to be diverted to other modes as a result or the 

proposed abandonment. There is no freight traffic on the Linc to be diverted to motor carrier. 
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Accordingly. the proposed abandonment should have no adverse effects on regional or local 

transportation systems and patterns. 

(3) Land Use. (i) Based on consul tation \.Vith loca l and/or regional planning agencies 
and/or a review of' the official planning documents prepared by such agencies. state whether the 
proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies. (i i) 
Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conversation Service, stale the effect of the proposed 
action on any prime agricultural land. (iii) If the action artccts land or water uses within a 
designated coastal zone. include the coastal zone information required by 1105.9. (iv) If the 
proposed ac tion is an abandonment, stale whether or not the right-of- way is suitable for 
alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § l 0905 and explain why. 

(i) rEC considers the proposed abandonment to be consistent with ex isti ng land use 

plans. The area surrounding the Linc is urban in nature. 

FEC contacted the City of Miami and Dade County. rL. by letter dated December 23. 

20 15 Sec Exhibit 2. 

No other response has been received as of this date. A copy of this Environmental 

Report has been mai led to the appropriate local and stale agencies for their in fo rmation and 

further comment. 

(ii) FEC does not believe that there is any prime agricultural land that wi ll be affected. 

FEC notified the United States Department of Agriculture ( .. USDA'.) Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (the agency succeeding lo the responsibili ties of the Soil Conservation 

Service) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated December 23, 2015, and requested 

assistance in identifying any potential effects on prime agricultural land. Sec Exhibit 2. /\copy 

or this report has been supplied to the USDA for its information and further comment. 

(iii) The Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Resource Management 

('' f'DEP") and Florida Costa! Management Program ("f'CM P.'), were notified by letters dated 

December 23, 2015. See Exhibit 2. /\copy of this report was been suppl ied to rDEP and FCM P. 

(iv) FEC believes the Line would be suitable for interim trail use/rail banking. 
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( 4) I~nergy. ( i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation or energy 
resources. (i i) Describe lhc effect or the proposed action on recyclable commodit ies . (iii) State 
whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overal l energy effic iency 
and explain why. (iv) Ir the proposed action wi ll cause diversions from rai l to motor carriage or 
more than: (A) 1.000 rail carloads a year: or (B) an average of 50 rai l carloads per mile per year 
for any part or the affected line. quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and 
show the data and methodology used to arri ve at the fi gure given. 

(i) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportat ion or energy 

resources. 

(i i) The proposed abandonment wi ll have no effect on the transportation or recyc lable 

commoditi es. 

(iii ) The proposed abandonment will have minimal effect on overall energy eniciency 

since there has been no traffi c on the Line. 

(iv) The proposed abandonment will not cause the diversion or more than 1,000 rai l 

carloads a year: or an average of 50 rail carloads per mi le per year for any part of the I inc 

segments of rail traffic to motor carriage. 

(5 ) Air. (i) If the proposed action wil l result in either: (A) An increase in rail trartic of at 
least I 00 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase or al least eight tra ins a 
day on any segment of rail line affected by the proposal. or (B) an increase in rai l yard acti vity of 
at lease I 00 percent (measured by carload activity), or (C) an average increase in truck traffic or 
more than I 0 percent or the average dail y traffic or 50 vehicl es a day on any affected road 
segment. quanti fy the anticipated effect on air emissions. For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. * 
I 090 I (or§ I 0505) to construct a new line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned 
line, only the eight train a day provision in sub-section (5)(i)(A) wi ll apply. (ii) If the proposed 
action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act, and will resu lt in either: 
(A) an increase in rai l traffi c of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles annuall y) or an 
increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line; (B) an increase in rail yard 
acti vi ty of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity); or (C) an average increase in truck 
traffi c or more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road 
segment, then state whether any ex pected increased emissions are with in the parameters 
established by the State Implementation Plan. l lowevcr. for a rail construction under 49 U .S.C. 
§ I 090 I (or 49 U.S.C. § I 0505). or a case invo lving the rei nstitution of service over a previously 
abandoned line. on ly the three trai n a day threshold in this item shall apply. (i ii) lf transportation 
of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is contemplated. ident ify: the 
materials and quantity: the frequency of service; safety practices (including any speed 
restri ctions); the applicant 's safety record (to the extent avai lable) on derailments. accidents and 
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spil ls; contingency plans to deal 'vVith accidental spill s: and the likel ihood o f' an accidenta l release 
or ozone dep icting materials in the event of a coll ision or derailment. 

(i) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified 

th resholds. 

(ii) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified 

thresholds. 

(iii) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation or ozone depicting 

materials. 

(6) Noise. If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section arc surpassed. 
state whether the proposed action will cause: (i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three 
decibels Lein or more; or (ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. ll so, 
identify sensiti ve receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals. residences, retirement 
communi ties, and nursing homes) in the project area. and quantify the noise increase for these 
rece ptors if the th resholds are surpassed. 

Not applica ble. 

(7) Safety. (i) Descri be any effects of the proposed action on pub lic health and sal'cty 
(including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings) . (i i) If hazardous materials arc 
expected to be transported, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether 
chemica ls are being transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; 
sal'Cty practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent 
available) on derai lments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with 
acc idental spil ls; and the li kelihood of an accidental release of' hazardous materials. (iii) If there 
are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known hazardous materials 
spills on the right-of-way, idcnti fy the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials 
involved. 

(i) The proposed abandonment will have no detrimental effects on public health and 

safety. FEC has not operated over the Li ne in more than two years. 

(i i) The proposed abandonment wi II not affect the transportation of hazardous materials. 

(iii) 17EC is not aware of any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been 

known hazardous materials spi lls on the Linc. 
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(8) Biologica l Resources. (i) Based on consu ltation with the U.S . Fish and Wildlife 
Service. state whether the proposed action is li kely to adversely affect endangered or threatened 
species or areas designated as a critica l habi tat. and if so. descri be the effects. (ii) State whether 
wildli fe sanctuaries or refuges. National or State parks or forests wi ll be affected. and describe 
any effects. 

(i) PEC does not believe that the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered 

or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat. FCC notifo.xl the U.S. Fish and 

Wil dli fe Service ("USf&W .. ) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated December 23. 2015. 

and requested assistance in determining whether the proposed abandonment \·Vi ii adversely a rfcct 

endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat. See Exhibit 2. A copy 

of thi s Report was supplied to the USF&W for its information and further comment . To date. no 

response to this request has been received. 

(ii) FEC is unaware of any wildli fe sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or 

forests that would be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment. There are l\VO City Parks 

located near the Li nc, Robert King High Park and Flagami Park. 

FEC notified the National Parks Service of the proposed abandonment by letter dated 

December 23. 20 15. and req uested assistance in identi fy ing any potential effects on wi Id! ire 

sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests. See Exhibit 2. To date. no response to 

this request has been received. A copy of this Repo11 has been supplied to the Nationa l Park 

Service fo r its information and comment. 

(9) Water. (i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials. stale ·whether the 
proposed action is consistent with applicable r ederal, Stale or local water qua lity standards. 
Describe any inconsistencies. (i i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water /\ct (33 U.S.C. § 1344) arc req uired 
for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or I 00-year flood plains wit I be 
aftcctcd. Describe the effects. (ii i) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water 
/\ct (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are requi red for the proposed act ion. 
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(i) FEC is confident that the proposed abandonment will be consistent with app licable 

water quality standards. PEC contacted the FDEP and the United States l:::nviron mcntal 

Protection Agency ("US EPA .. ) by letter dat ed December 23. 2015. See Ex hibit 2. 

CAL docs not intend to disturb one or more acres of the Linc. FEC intends to remove the 

track and ties but leave the bal last in place. /\clcl it ionally. PEC docs not intend to t:xcavate any 

port ion of the Li ne and does not intend to relocate any water lines. 

To date, no responses to this req uest has been recei ved. A copy or thi s Report has been 

supplied to FDEP and USEPA for their in formation and comment. 

(ii) FEC believes that no permits under secti on 404 of the Clean Water /\ct arc req uired 

for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-ycar fl ood plains will be 

affected by the proposed abandonment. Upon receiving abandonment authority, removal of 

material wi ll be accomplished by use of the right-of-way fo r access, along with ex isting public 

crossings. No new access roads are contemplated. FEC does not intend to disturb any of the 

underlyi ng roadbed or perform any acti vi ties that would cause sedimentation or erosion or the 

soil. and does not anticipate any dredgi ng or use of fill in the removal or the track material. The 

crossties and/or other debris wi ll be transported away from the Line and wil l not be discarded 

along the right-of-way nor be placed or left in streams or wetlands. or along the banks of such 

waterways. Also. duri ng track removal, appropriate measures will be implemented to prevent or 

contro l spills from fuels , lubricants or any other pollutant materials from enteri ng any 

waterways. Based upon this course of action. FEC does not believe a permit under Section 404 

of the Clean Water Act will be required. 
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FEC contacted the lJ.S. /\rmy Corps or Engi neers by letter dated December 23. 2015. 

See Exhibit 2. J\ copy or this Report has been supplied to the U.S. Army Corps or Engineers l'or 

its information and comment. 

(iii) FEC' believes that no permit under section 402 of the Clean Water Act would be 

required for the abandonment. FEC contacted the FDEP and USEPA by letter dated December 

23, 2015. See Exhibit 2. A copy of thi s Report has been supplied to the FDEP and USEPJ\ ror 

their information and further comment. 

( I 0) Proposed Mitigation. Descri be any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse 
environmental impacts. indicat ing why the proposed mitigation is appropriate. 

FEC does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed abandonment 

and. therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions. FEC will. or course. ad here to any 

remedial actions required by the Board. 
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HISTORIC REPORT 

1. /\ U.S.G.S. topographic map (or alternate map drawn to sca le and sullic icnt ly detailed 
to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action) showi ng the 
location or the proposed action. and the locations and approximate di mensions of ra i I road 
structures that arc 50 years old or older and arc part of the proposed action: 

U.S. Geological Survey Maps have been supplied to the Florida Department of State, 

Bureau or I listoric Preservation. See Exhi bit 3. 

2. A written description of the right of way (incl uding approximate widths, to the extent 
known). and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of' the surrounding area: 

The 1.2 1-mile right-of-way is approxi mately I 00 feet wide with two crossings at 40 feet 

wide. The Linc travels south from NW 7111 Street along the Robert King I Iigh Park and crosses 

the Tamiami Canal. Continuing south the Line crosses SW 4111 Street and SW 8111 Street and ends 

al SW J 2111 Street. 

3. Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints. not photocopies) of" rai lroad 
structures on the property that arc 50 years old or older and of the immediately surrounding area: 

There is I wood trestle bridge on the property a l milepost LR 12.23+ that is 50 years old 

or older. f EC intends to leave the ballast, bridges, and culverts intact for trai l use. Therefore. 

FEC will not be removing any of the bridges on the Line. FEC will on ly remove the track and 

materials from the bridges but will leave the bridges in place. See Exhibit 4 for photographs. 

4. The date(s) or construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major 
a lterations. to the extent such information is known; 

The bridge was built in 1954 and repai r work was conducted in 2004. 

5. /\brief narrati ve history of carri er operations in the area, and an ex planation o f' what. 
i r any. changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action: 
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The Line is part of the South Little River Branch Linc ('"SLR Branch""). Most ol"thc SLR 
[)ranch was constructed by FEC in 1932. It traverses commercial. industrial. and residential 
areas in Miami Dade County and was primarily used to serve local shippers. In August 2004. 
FE(' embargoed the SLR Branch to perform emergency repair work on a bridge at mi lepost 
I 2.23+. The temporary closure cut off rail access to the Line. In response to the embargo. the 
remaining few shippers opted to use truck service exclusively. When the embargo was lilted. the 
shippers did not resume mi I service and there were no new sources or potent ial loca l traftic. In 
2004. FEC abandoned the portion or the SLR Branch between mil eposts LR 13.0± and mi lcpost 
LR I 8.0±, connected to an<l located south or the Linc. 

6. J\ brier summary of documents in the carrier's possession. such as engineering 
drawi ngs, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic; 

FEC is not aware of any other documentation in its possession. 

7. J\n opinion (based on readil y available information in the railroad's possess ion) as to 
whether the si te and/or structures meet the criteria for listi ng on the Nationa l Register or I li storic 
Places (36 C.F.R. 60.4). and whether there is a likelihood orarcheological resources or any other 
previously unknown histori c propert ies in the project area. and the basis for these opinions 
(including any consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office. local historical societies 
or universities); 

FEC believes that there arc no archcological resources or other railroad related historic 

properties in the project area. 

8. A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of 
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fi ll , environmental conditions (naturally 
occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeologieal recovery of resources (such as 
swampy conditions or the presence of toxic waste). and the surrounding terrain. 

Based on a review of its records. FEC believes that there arc no known subsurface ground 

disturbances or till , or environmental conditions that might affect the archeo logical recovery of 

any potential resources. 

9. Withi n 30 clays of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer 
may request the fo llowing add itional information regarding specific non railroad owned 
properties or groups of properties im mediately adjacent to the rail road right-of-way: photographs 
of specified properties that can be readi ly seen from the rail road right-of-way (or other pub lic 
rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a writ ten description of any previously discovered 
archeological sites, identifying the locati on and type of the site (i.e. prehistoric or native 
American). 
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FEC docs not foresee the likelihood that any addit ional information will need to be 

supplied in association with the proposed abandonment other than that informa tion previously 

submitted. But. if any additional information is requested. FEC will prom ptly supply the 

necessary information. 

TTC contacted the Florida Department 01· State, Bureau of Histori c Preservation 0 11 

December 23 . 2015. See Exhibit 2. A copy of thi s Report has been mailed to FLS HPO. 
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LAW OFFICES OF 

LOUISE. GITOMER, LLC 

L OUIS E. GITOW ' R 
Lou@lgrnillaw.com December 23. 2015 

600 OAl.Tl~ IORE ,\VENUE. SUITE .101 
TOWSON. ~!ARYLAND 21204-402'.! 

1410) 296 -'.! '.!50 . 1202) 466-65.1'.! 

MELANI!: B. YASBIN 
Melanie@lgraillaw.com 
410-296-2205 

Mr . .Jean Moneslimc 
Chairman 
13oa rd ofCounly Commissioners 
M iam i-Dadc Counly 
111 NW 1'1 St reet. Suile 220 
Miami. 17L 33 128 

RE: Docket No. AB-70 (Sub-No. 6X). Florida East Coast Raihr(~\·. l .. LC. 
Aha11do11111rnf t:.re111ptio11 in Miami Dade Co1111t_r. Fl. 

Dear Chai rma n Moncslime: 

On or about .January 20. 20 16. we expect to be ti ling with the Surlitce Transporta tion 
13oard ( .. STB .. ) a verified not ice o r exemption seeking aulhorily for Florida Easl Coast Rai lway. 
I.LC. to abandon an approx imate ly 1.21-milc rai l line between milepost LR 11 1-3989 and 
milepost LR I 3+0000 in Miami Dade County. FL (the .. Linc .. ). 

/\t-rached is a Combined Environmental and I listoric Report describing the proposed 
aclion and any ex peeled environmental cffocts. as well as a map or the arfoctcd area. \Ve an.: 
providing this report so that you may review lhe information that will form the basis for the STB's 
independent environmental analys is of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading or 
incorrect. if you bel ieve that pertinent informat ion is missing. or if you have any questions about 
the STl3's environmental review process. please contact the Office or Environmental Ana lys is 
(OEA). Surface Transportation 13oard. 395 E Street. SW. Washington. DC 20423. telephone 202-
245-0295 and rcrer to the above Docket No. /\13-70 (Sub-No. 6X). 

Because the applicable statutes and regulat ions impose stringenl deadlines for processing 
this ac tion. your written comments to SE/\ (with a copy to our represent:lli ve) woultl be 
appreciated within J weeks. Your com ments will be considered by the STl3 in evaluati ng the 
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. lf'lhere arc any quest ions concern ing this 
proposal, please contact our representative di rectly. Our representative in this matter is Louis E. 
G itomer who may be contm.:ted by telephone at 4 10-296-2250. emai I at 
Lou_ Gitomer@verizon.net. or ma i I at Lnw Offices of Lou is E. Gitomcr. 600 l3al1irnore A venue. 
Suite 30 I. Towson. MD 21204. 

Sin cerely yours, 

<."-~,,A:_di /-" ~ 
Melanie £3. Yasb111 - -i.... 

Attorney for 1-'iorida East Coast Rni lwny. LLC 
Enclosure 

FAX (4 llll :1.\2-0885 



LOUIS E. GrrmlER 
I .nu@l lgrai I law.com 

M EL ANIE 13 . YASBI N 
Melanie@lgraillaw.com 
4 10-296-2205 

LAW 0FPICES OF 

L OUIS E. GITOMER, LLC 

December 23 . 20 15 

Miami-Dade Department of' Plann ing and 7.oning 
Stephen P. Clark Center 
11 1 N.W. I st Street. 12th Floor 
Miami. FL 33 128 

600 BALTl~ IORE /\VENUE. SUITE :10 1 
TOWSON . ~IARYL/\ND '.' 1 20~-·1022 

(~ 10) 2<>6-2250 • (202) ~66-65J2 

FAX (410\ :132-0RRS 

RI~ : Docket No. J\13-70 (Sub-No. 6X), Florida East Coast Raihrc~.\ '. L /.. C. 
!lha11do11111e11t Exemption in Miami Dade Coun~)'. Ff, 

Dcnr Madam/Sir: 

On or about Janua ry 20. 20 16. we ex pect to be filing with the Surface 
Transportation Board ( .. STf3") a verified notice or exemption seeking aut hority for 
Florida Easl Coast Rai lway. LLC. to abandon an approxi mately 1.21-milc rail line 
bct'vvccn mil epost LR 11 +3989 and milepost LRI 3+0000 in Miami Dade County. FL (the 
'"Linc .. ). 

J\ttached is a Combined Environmental and I listoric Report descri bing the 
proposed action and any ex pected environmental elfocts. as \Veil as a map of the affected 
area. We arc providing thi s report so that you may review the information that wi ll form 
the basis ror the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. Ir any or 
the information is mislead ing or incorrect, if you bel ieve that pertinent in formation is 
miss ing, or i r· you have any questions about the STB's envi ronmental review process. 
please con tac t the Onice or Environmental Analysis (OE/\). Surface Transportation 
Board, 395 E Street. SW, Washi ngton. DC 20423, tdcphone 202-245-0295 and re fe r to 
the above Dockct No. J\B-70 (Sub-No. 6X). 

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent dead lines for 
processi ng this action, your written comments to SEJ\ (wi th a copy to our representative) 
would be appreciated within 3 weeks. You r comments will be considered by the STB in 
evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any 
questi ons concern ing this proposal. please contact our represen tative direc tly. Our 
representat ive in this matter is I .ouis E. Gitomer who may be contac ted by telephone at 
410-296-2250. email al Lou_ Gitomer@verizon.net. or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. 
Gitomcr. 600 Baltimore Avenue. Suite 30 I, Towson. MD 21204. 

J:nclosure 

Sincerely yours. 
~.2/~ /(! ---- ~,..._;:; 
Melanie B. YasbTii. ' 
Attorney for rlorida East Coast Rai lway. LLC 



LOUIS E. GITOMER 
Lou @lgraillaw.com 

MELANIE 8. Y AS llIN 
Melanie@Jgrai llaw.com 
4 10-296-2205 

Mr. Russell Morgan 
State Conservat ionist 

LAW OFFICES OF 

LOUIS E. GITOMER, LLC 

Dccclllbcr 23 , 20 15 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
14'h and Independence Ave. SW 
Room 5204-S 
Washington, DC 20250 

oOO BA l: rlMORE AVENUE. SUITE 301 
TOWSON. MARYi.AND 21204--1022 

(4 10) 296-2250. (202\ 466-65.12 
f-AX (41 0) 3J2-0885 

RE: Docket No. /\B-70 (S ub-No. 6X), Florida East Coast Railll'Cll'. LL.C
A ha11do11111e11f E.re111plio11- i11 Miami Dade C'o11111v. Fl 

Dear Mr. Morgan: 

On or about January 20. 2016. we expect to be fil ing with the Surface Transportation 
13oard ("STl3") a verified not ice or exemption seeking authority for rlorida East Coast Railway. 
LLC. to abandon an approximately 1.21-mile rail line between milepost LR I 1+3989 and 
milepost LR I 3+0000 in Mialll i Dade County. FL (t he ''Linc''). 

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed 
action and any expected environmental effects, as well as a lllap of the affected area. We arc 
providing thi s report so that you may review the in formation that will form the basis for the STB's 
independent environmental ana lysis of th is proceeding. If any of' the inforlllation is lllis lcad ing or 
incorrect. if you believe that pertinent information is lllissing. or if you have any questions about 
the ST B's environmental review process. please contm.:t the Office of Environmental Analysis 
(OE/\). Su rface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW. Washington. DC 20423. te lephone 202-
245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-70 (Sub-No. 6X). 

Because the applicable statu tes and regulations impose stringent dead lines for processing 
this act ion. your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) wou ld be 
apprec iated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in eva luating the 
environmental impacts of' the contemplated act ion. If' there arc any questions concerning this 
proposal. please contac t our representati ve di rectly. Our representative in this matter is I ,ouis E. 
Gi tomcr who may be contacted by telephone at 4 10-296-2250. email at 
Lou_ G itomer@verizon.net. or mail at Law Offices or Louis E. Gitomer. 600 Baltimore A venue, 
Suite 30 1. Towson. MD 2 1204. 

Sincerely yours, 
. .., / .A' - ,/ . { ,~--:;-~.,.,., /_~ .. , ... """:?;-~ ..... 1-.. 

Me lanie B. Y~sbin ~ 
Attorney for Florida East Coast Railway, I.LC 

Enclosure 



LOUIS E. GITOMER 
Lou@lgrai I law.com 

Ml:l.i\NIE B. Y ASOIN 

Melanie@lgraillaw.com 
4 10-296-2205 

National Geodet ic Survey 
Simon.Monroe(ct noaa.gov 

LAW Of'f'ICES O F 

LOUIS E. GITOMER, LLC 

December 23. 20 15 

Ci(Ml R Al;rt~!OR E 1\VENllE. SUITE JOI 
TOWSON. Mi\ RYLAND 2 1 20-1 - 402~ 

!410) 296-2150. (202) 466-65.12 

r:AX (4 IOJ .132-08X5 

RE: Docket No. A B-70 (Sub-No. 6X). Florida East Coast Raihray. L. L. C. -
!lha11don111e11t /:,xe111ptio11- in Miami Dade County. FL 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

On or about January 20. 2016. we ex pect to be li ling with the Surface 
Transportation 13oard ("'STB .. ) a verified notice or exemption seeking aut hority for 
Florida Fast Coast Railway. U .C. to abandon an approx imately 1.21-mile rail line 
between milepost LR 11 +3989 and mi lepost I ,R 13+0000 in Miami Dade County. Fl, (the 
.. Linc .. ). 

J\t tached is a Combined Environmental and I listoric Report describing the 
proposed action and any expected environmental effects. as we ll as a rnap o f' the affected 
area. We are providing thi s report so that you may review the information that wi ll form 
the basis for the STB's independent environ mental analysis or thi s proceeding. If an y of 
the information is mi sleading or incorrect. ir you beli eve that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STl3's environmental rev iew process. 
please contact the Office or Environmental Analysis (OEJ\). Surface Transportation 
Board. 395 E Street. SW, Washington, DC 20423. telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to 
the above Docket No. J\13-70 (Sub-No. 6X). 

IJecause the applicable statutes and regul ations impose stri ngent dead I ines for 
processing this action. your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our n:presentati ve) 
would be apprec iated within 3 weeks. Your comments wi ll be considered by the STn in 
evaluating the cnviro11mental impacts or the contemplated action. If there arc any 
questions concerni ng this proposal. please contact our representative directly. Our 
representative in this matter is Louis E. Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at 
4 10-296-2250, email at Lou_ Gitorner@veri zon.net. or mail at Law Oflices or Louis E. 
Gitomer, 600 Raltimorc Avenue. Suite 30 1. Towson. MD 2 1204. 

Enc losure 

Sincerclv yours. , )' 

--;_.::::...-.,_ ._/./-:?.~ 'I ,cc, ' ,,,. -,.1c 
Me lanie B. Yasbin 
Attorney for Florida East Coast Rai lway. LI ,C 



LOUIS E. GITO~IEH 
Lou@lgra illaw.com 

M ELA NIE B. Yi\SBIN 
Mclanic@lgraillaw.com 
410-296-2205 

LAW O r-F ICES 01' 

LOUISE. GITOMER, LLC 

December 23. 20 15 

Floridn Coastal Management Program 
3900 Commonwea lth Boulevard. M.S. 47 
Tallahassee. FL 32399-300 

600 OALTl~ IORE AVENUE. SUITE JOI 
TOWSON. ~ IARYLAND 2120.J-·1022 

(4 10) 2%-2250. (202) 466-65]2 
l·AX (.J IOJ .l.12-0~85 

RI-.: Docket No. J\ B-70 (Sub-No. 6X). F/oridu East Coast Rai!wt~)'. l. l.C 
Ahando111J1ent Ere111ptio11- i11 Miami Dade County. FL 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

On or about .January 20. 2016. we expect to be fi ling with the Surfoce 
Transportation Board ( .. STfr ') a verified notice or exemption seeking authority for 
Florida East Coast Railway. LLC. to abandon an approx imately 1.2 1-mile ra il lint: 
between milepost LR 11 +3989 and milepost LR I 3+0000 in Miami Dade County. FL (the 
.. Linc''). 

Allached is a Combined Environmen tal and Historic Report describing the 
proposed act ion and any expected environmental effects. as well as a mnp or the affected 
area. We arc providing this report so that you may review the infonnnt ion that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any or 
the inlo rmation is misleading or incorrect, if' you believe that pert inent information is 
missing. or i r you have any questions about the STB's environmen tal review process. 
please contac t the Offi ce of Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surfoce Transportation 
Board. 395 E Strc<.:l. SW. Washington. DC 20423. telephone 202-245-0295 and refer Lo 
the above Docket No. AB-70 (Sub-No. 6X). 

Because the appli <.:ablc statutes and regulations impose st ringent deadlines for 
processing thi s ac ti on, your written comments to SEA (v.:ith a copy to our representative) 
would be appreciated wi thin 3 weeks. Your comments \·Vi ii be considered by the STB in 
evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there arc any 
questions concern ing this proposal. please contact our representative directly. Our 
representati ve in this matter is Louis E. Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at 
4 10-296-2250. email at f.ou_Gitomer@verizon.net. or mail al Law Ortices or Lou is E. 
Gitomcr. 600 Balt imore /\venue. Suite 301. Towson. MD 21204. 

Si ncercl y yours, 
, - . :::' ~ -~ .f , / . 

~ / t:"'/t'".' ' I.. 

Melani e B. Yasbin 
Attorney for Florida East Coast Railway_ LLC 

Enclosure 



Lrn 11s E. GrrOMER 
Lou@lgraillaw.c;o111 

M ELA NIE 8. YASUIN 
Mclan ic@lgraillaw.com 
4 10-296-2205 

National Park Service 
Southeast Region 
I 00 Alabama Street 
Atlanta. GA 30303 

LAW OFFIC ES OF 

LOUIS E. GITOMER, LLC 

December 23. 20 15 

600 BALTIMORE AVENUE. SUITE J(l l 
TOWSON. MARYi .AND 21204-4022 

141 01 296-2250 . (2021 ·IM-65.\2 
FAX C4 I Ol .l-12·0885 

RE: Docket No. /\B-70 (Sub-No. 6X), Florida East Coast Rai/11•ay. l. /,. C. 
!lha11do11111e111 Exe111ptio11--in Miami Dade County. FL 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

On or about January 20. 2016. we ex pect to be filing with the Surface 
Transportation Board ( .. ST11 .. ) a verified notice o l' exemption seeking authority for 
Florida L~as t Coast Railway. LI ,C. to abandon an approximately 1.21-mil c rai l line 
between milepost LR 11 +3989 and milepost LR I 3+0000 in Miam i Dacie County. r L (the 
··Linc .. ). 

At tac hed is a Combined Environmental and I Iistoric Report describing the 
proposed acti on and any ex pected environmental effects. as well as a map of' the affected 
area. We arc prov iding this report so that you may review the informat ion that will fo rm 
the basis for the STB's independent envi ronmenta l analysis of' this proceed ing. If any or 
the info rmation is misleading or incorrect. if' you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process. 
please contact the Office of Env ironmental Analysis (OE/\). Surface Transportation 
Board. 395 E Street. SW. Washington. DC 20423. telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to 
the above Docket No. AB-70 (Sub-No. 6X). 

Because the applicable statutes and regu lations impose stringent deadlines fo r 
process ing thi s action. your wrillen comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) 
vvould be appreciated within 3 weeks. Yo ur comments wi II be considered by the ST8 in 
evaluati ng the environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any 
quest ions concerning this proposal. please contact our representative directly. Our 
representative in this matter is Louis E. Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at 
4 10-296-2250. email al Lou_ Gitomer@vcrizon.net, or mai I at Law Oniccs of Louis E. 
Gitomcr. GOO Baltimore 1\ ven ue. Suite 30 I. Towson. MD 21204. 

"S i~::~·e. 1 YX9urs ...... 
. /·,('~~A, ~ .~~r;_ ,_/,-, 

Melanie B. Yasbin 
Attorney fo r rlori da East Coast Rail way. LLC 

Enclosure 



Louis E. Grro~1rm 
L ou@lgrai I law.com 

M ELANIE B. Y ASBIN 

M elanie@Jgrai I law.com 
410-296-2205 

LAW Or-FICES Of' 

LOUISE. GITOMER, LLC 

December 23 . 20 15 

Florida Department of" Environmental Protection 
}900 Commonwea lth Boulevard. M.S. 49 
Tallahassee. FL 32399-3000 

600 BAl: rlt.IOR E 1\VENlJE. SlJITE .\0 I 
TOWSON.1- IAR YLAND 21 204 -~022 

(4 10) ~96-2250 . (202\ 466-65.12 
FAX (~10) .U~-0885 

RE: Docket No. /\ 13-70 (Sub-No. 6X), Florida East Coast Railirc~\'. LL C. 
1/handn11111e111 Exemption- in Mia111i Dade County. VI, 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

On or about January 20. 2016. we expect to be fi ling with the Surface 
Transportat ion Board c ·STJ3") a veri ficd notice of" exemption seeking authority for 
Florida East Coast Railway. LLC'. lo abandon an approximatel y 1.21-milc rai l li ne 
between milepost LR 11 +3989 and milepost LR I 3+0000 in Miami Dade County. FL (th e 
··Linc .. ). 

/\ llachccl is a Combined Envi ronmental and Historic Report describing the 
proposed action and any expected environmental effects. as well as a map of"lh e ulTccted 
area . We arc providing this report so that you may review the in fo rmation that wi ll form 
the basis for the ST B's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. Ir any of 
the information is mi sleading or incorrect. if you beli eve that perti nent information is 
missing. or i r you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process. 
please contact the Oflice of Environmental /\na lysis (OEA), Surface Transportati on 
Board. 395 E Street. SW. Washington, DC 20423. telephone 202-245-0295 and re fer to 
the above Docket No. /\8-70 (Sub-No. 6X). 

Because the applicable slalules and regulations impose stringent deadl ines fo r 
processi ng thi s action. your written comments to SE/\ (with a copy to our rep rescntativ~) 

would be appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STl1 in 
evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any 
questions concerning this proposa l. please contact our representative directly. Our 
representative in thi s matter is Louis E. Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at 
4 10-296-2250. email at Lou_ Gitomer@verizon.nc!. or mai l at Law Offi ces of Louis E. 
Gi to rncr. 600 Baltimore /\venue. Suite 30 1. Towson. MD 2 1204. 

Sincerely yours, 
c/ ,....-:-, . .,,,_g__A ,,_.- . __., ,,, 

- -r ~, ... :::.·~: ~..., _ _, 

Melan ie 13. Yasbin 
/\ttorney fo r Flori da East Coast Railway. I ,I ,(' 

Enclosure 



LAW 0Fl"71CES or. 
LOUIS E. GITOMER, LLC 

LOUIS E. GiTOMER 
Lou@lgraillaw.com 

MELANIE 8. YASIJIN 
Mclanie@lgraillaw.com 
410-296-2205 

U.S. Fi sh and Wildlirc Service 
Region 4 
1875 Centu ry 11oulevard 
/\ tlanta. GI\ :10345 

December 23. 20 15 

600 Bf\l:rl~10RE AVF.NLIF'. SU ITF. 10 1 
TOWSON. ~1ARYLJ\ND 2120.J-·!022 

( ~ 10) 296-2250 • (202 1.J<i6-(1):i2 
FJ\X \-11 0) J.l2-08R5 

RC: Docket No. AB-70 (Sub-No. 6X). Florida Easl Coasl Railway. L./,. C. 
llbando11111enl F,xe111p1io11 in Miami Dade Co1111ly. FL 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

On or about January 20. 2016. we expect to be filing with the Surface 
Transportation Board ( .. STB .. ) a vcri lied notice of exemption seeking authority for 
Florida East Coast Railway. LLC, to abandon an approx imatel y 1.2 1-m il e ra il line 
between milepost LR I 1+3989 and milepost LR.1 3+0000 in Miami Dade County. Fl , (the 
""Line .. ). 

Attached is a Combined L'.nvironmcntal and Historic Report describing the 
proposed act ion and any expected environmental effects. as well as a map or the affected 
area. We arc providing thi s report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for the STR's independent environmental analysis o f th is proceeding. Ir any of' 
the information is misleading or incorrect. if you believe that pertinent information is 
missi ng. or i C you have any questions about the STB's cnvi ronmcntal review process. 
please co ntact the Office or Environmental Analysis (OEA). Surface Transportation 
Board. 395 E Street. SW. Washington, DC 20423. telephone 202-245-0295 and refe r to 
the above Docket No. /\0-70 (Sub-No. 6X). 

Because the appli cable stat utes and regu lations im pose stringent deadlines for 
processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representati ve ) 
wou ld be appreciated within 3 'Neeks. Your comments wi ll be considered by the ST13 in 
evaluating the environmental impacts or the contemplated ac tion. Ir there arc any 
questions concerning this proposal, please contact our representati ve directly. Our 
representative in this matter is Louis E. Gitomcr who may be contacted by te lephone at 
4 10-296-2250. email at Lou_ Gitomer@verizon.net. or mai l at Law Onlccs or Louis 1.:: . 
Gitomer. 600 Baltimore Avenue. Suite 30 I. Towson. MD 2 1204. 

Si nee rely y:ours. 
;/,_ . ,;/,....., ,., 

~ ,r ,,-/•_#LA ~_; ~ -· _.....,../ 
-1 <"-_; -~ 

Melanie B. Yasbin 
Attorney for Florida East Coast Rai lway. Ll.C 

Enclosure 



LOUIS E. Grrmll'R 
Lou@lgrai I law.com 

MELANIE B. YASBIN 
Melanic @lgraillaw.com 
410-296-2205 

Florida State Clearinghouse 

LAW OFFICES OF 

LOUIS E. GITOMER, LLC 

December 23. 20 15 

3900 C'ommonvvcalth l3oulcvar<l. M.S. 47 
Tallahassee. rL 32399-3000 

600 RALTl/\IORE ,\VENUE. SUITE lOI 
TOWSON. ~ IARY l.AND 2 1204-4022 

C·l 10\ 296-22.'U • (202\ -166-6.'~~ 
l'AX (-1 10) 112·0XX5 

RE: Docket No. /\13-70 (Sub-No. 6X). Florida East Coast Rai/il'(fy. L l .. C. 
Ahandonment Exemption in Miami Dade County. Fl, 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

On or about .January 20, 2016. we expect to be fi ling wit h the Surface 
Transportation Board ("STB .. ) a veri ficd notice of exemption seeking authori ty lor 
r lorida East Coast Railway. LLC. to abandon an approximately 1.21 -milc rail line 
between milepost LR 11 +3989 and mil epost LR l3+0000 in Miami Dade County. FL (the 
··( ,inc .. ). 

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the 
proposed action and any expected environmental effects. as well as a map of the a lTcctl!d 
arl!a. We arc providing this report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental anal ysis of" this proceed ing. Ir any of' 
the information is misleading or incorrect. if you believe that pertinent information is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental rcvicvv process. 
pkasc contact the Office of Environmen tal Analysis (0 1~/\). Surface Transportation 
Board. 395 E Street. SW. Washi ngton, DC 20423. telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to 
the above Docket No. AB-70 (Sub-No. 6X). 

Because the applicable sta tutes and regulations impose stringent dead Ii ncs for 
processing thi s action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) 
would be apprec iated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in 
eva luating the environmental impacts ol the contemplated act ion. If the re arc nn y 
questions concerning this proposal , please con tact our representati ve directly. Our 
representati ve in thi s mailer is Louis E. Gi tomer who may be con tacted by te lephone at 
4 10-296-2250. email at Lou_ Gitomcr@vcrizon.net. or mail al Law Oniccs or Louis E. 
Gitomer. 600 13altimorc /\venue. Suite 301. Towson. MD 21204. 

Sincerely yours. 
. • __...:,..-?__.... _/,/ /-
"' / ~--/ ./-<-'/ /_; ccr' ,- _..., -:-"- ,.._ i, 
Melanie B. Yasbiif-
Attorncy for Florida East Coast Ra il way. LLC 

Enclosure 



L OUIS E. GITOMER 
Lou@lgrni I lnw.co111 

Mi:LJ\NIE B. Y ASBl l\ 
M cla11ie@lgraillaw.co111 
410-296-2205 

LAW Or:f'IC ES Of' 

LOUIS E. GITOM ER, LLC 

December 23 . 201 5 

U.S. /\ rmy Corps of Engineers 
.lacksonville District. Regulatory Division 
70 I San Marco Blvd 
.lacksonvil lc. FL 32207 

600 BALTl ~IORE AVENUE. SUITE 301 
TOWSON . ~ lr\RYl.AND 2I1().J . .J022 

(-1 1()) 2% -2250 . (202\ -166-65.1 2 
FAX C-1 IOJ J.12-(1885 

RE: Docket No. AB-70 (Sub-No. 6X). Florida East Coast Raihrny. L.f,.C. 
Ahando11111e11t l\emptio11- i11 Miami Dade Co1111ty. FL 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

On or aboul January 20. 2016, we expect to be tiling with the Surface 
Transportation Board (' 'Sl13 .. ) a verified notice of exemption seeking authority !o r 
Florida East Coast Rail way. LLC. lo abandon an approx imately 1.21-mil e rai l line 
between milepost LR I 1+3989 and mil epost LR I 3+0000 in Miami Dade County. FL (the 
.. Li nc .. ). 

Attached is a Combined Environmental and I li storic Report describing the 
proposed ac tion and any ex pected environmental effects. as we ll as a map or the alTcctcd 
area. We are providing this report so that you may review the in lo rmation that wi ll form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. Ir any of 
the information is mi sleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent informat ion is 
missing. or i r yo u have any questions about the STB's environmental review process. 
please contact the Oftice of Environmental Analysis (OEA). Surface Transportation 
Board, :195 I~ Street. SW, Washington, DC 20423. telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to 
the above Docket No. AB-70 (Sub-No. GX). 

Because the applicable statutes and regu lations impose stringent deadl ines for 
processing thi s action. your written comments to SE/\ (with a copy to our rcprcscntatiYc) 
wou ld be appreciated wit hin 3 weeks. Your comments wi ll be considered by the STl3 in 
evaluating the environmenta l impacts or the contemplated action. Ir there arc any 
questions concerning thi s proposa l. please contact our representa tive directl y. Our 
representati ve in th is matter is Louis E. Gitomer who may be contacted by tel ephone at 
4 10-296-2250, email at Lou_ Gitornerrc'&veri zon.net, or mai l at Law Offices of Louis E. 
Gitomer. 600 Baltimore Avenue. Suite 301. Towson. MD 21204. 

Sincere ly xours. 
~>?Y.( /!, /2· .---_:.-4/;__ 
Melanie B. Yasbin 
Attorney for rlorida East Coast Rail way. LLC 

Enclosure 



LOUIS E. G ITOMF.R 
Lou @ lgrai llaw.com 

MELANIE B. Y 1\SIJIN 
Melanic@lgraillaw.com 
410-296-2205 

LAW OFFICES OF 

LOUIS E. GITOMER, LLC 

December 23, 2015 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
lJ nitcd States Department 01· Agriculture 
P.O. Box 145 10 
Gainesville. Fl. 326 14 

6(KI BAUll\IORE AVENUE. SUITE 301 

TOWSON. 1\11\RYLAND 21204··1022 
(410) 2%·2250 . (202) 466·65.12 

FAX (410) :1:12-0885 

RE: Docket No. J\B-70 (Sub-No. 6X). Florida East Coast Jfoihrny. /,.I .. C 
Abundonment Exemption in Miami Dade County. Fl 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

On or about January 20, 2016. we expect to be filing with the Surface 
Transportation 11oard ("STIY) a verified notice of exemption seeking authority for 
Florida East Coast Rai I way. LLC, to abandon an approximately I .21-m i le rai I I inc 
between milepost LR 11 +3989 and milepost LRI 3 1-0000 in Miami Dade County. FL (the 
'"Linc .. ). 

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the 
proposed action and an y ex pected environmenta l effects. as well as a map or the artccted 
area. We arc provid ing this report so that you may review the information that \Yill form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any or 
the information is misleading or incorrec t. if you beli eve that pertinent information is 
missing. or i r you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process. 
please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis (01'.A). Surface Transportat ion 
13oard. 395 E Street, SW, Washington. DC 20423. telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to 
the above Docket No. Al3-70 (Sub-No. 6X). 

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for 
processing this action, your writlcn comments to SE/\ (wi th a copy to our representative) 
would be appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments wi ll be considered by the ST8 in 
evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action. 11' there are any 
questions concerning this proposal , please contact our representative directly. Our 
representati ve in this matter is Louis E. Gitomer who may be contacted by te lephone at 
410-296-2250. email at Lou_ Gitomcr@vcrizon.net. or mail at Law Onices of Louis E. 
Gitomcr. 600 13altimore Avenue. Sui te 30 1. Towson. MD 21204. 

l'.nclosurc 

Sinccrely,,!ours, . , 
~--/- //L _;f, 6- ~;_AJ;,...., 
Melanie B. Yasbi n 
J\tlorney for Florida East Coast Raihvay. LLC 



LAW Of'f'IC ES OF 

LOUIS E. GITOMER, LLC 

L m 11s E. G 1TOMER 
Luu@lgrai I law.com 

M ELANIE B. YASlll N 
Mclanie@lgraillaw.com 
410-296-2205 

Bureau or Historic Preservation 
FU\. Gray Bui lding 
500 South 13ronough Street 
Ta llahassee. r1, 32399-0250 

December 23 . 20 I 5 

(l(K) 131\l.Tll\IORE AVENUE. SUITE 30 1 

TOWSON.1\IARYLAND 21204·41122 
(4 101 29<>·21SO • (202) ·166·6532 

FAX (4 101 312·0885 

RE: Docket No. J\13-70 (Sub-No. 6X). Florida Last Coast Railll'ay. LL. C. 
Abandonment Exemption- in ,"v/iami Dade County. Fl. 

Dear Madalll/Sir: 

On or about .January 20. 20 16. we expect to be filing with the Surfoce 
Transportation Board (""STl3 .. ) a verifi ed notice of exemption seek ing authority !Or 
Florida East Coast Rail way. LLC. lo abandon an approxilllately 1.2 1-mik rai l line 
between mi lepost LR 11 +3989 and mi lepost LR I 3+0000 in Miami Dade County. Fl. (the 
.. Line''). 

Attached is a Combined Environmental and 1 li storic Report describing the 
proposed action and any expected environmental effects. as well as a map o f' the affected 
area. We arc providing this report so that yo u may rcvie\v the inforlllation that wi ll fo rlll 
the basis lor the STB's independent environmental anal ysis or this proceeding. Ir any or 
the information is misleading or incorrect. if you believe that pertinent in !Orlllation is 
missing. or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process. 
pkasc contact the Offlcc or Environmental Analysis (OEA). Surface Transportation 
Board. 395 E Street. SW. Washington. DC 20423. telephone 202-245-0295 and re fer to 
the above Docket No. AB-70 (Sub-No. 6X). 

Because the appl icablL: slatutt:s and regulations impose stringent deadlines fo r 
processing this action. your written comments to SE/\ (with a copy to our rcprcscn lativc) 
would be appreciated wi thin 3 \•.reeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in 
cva l uati ng the cnvi ronlllcntal i rnpacts or the contemplated action. Ir there arc any 
quest ions concerning thi s proposa l, please contact our n.:presentative directly. Our 
n.:prcsentative in this matter is Louis I ~ . Gitorncr who may be contacted by telephone at 
4 10-296-2250. elllai l al Lou_ Gitorner(t"ljverizon.ncl. or mai l at Law Offices or Louis C:. 
Gitnmcr. 600 11al tirnore Avenue, Suite 301. Towson, MD 21204. 

Sincerely yours. 
~ // . 

V /•,A?/#/1 r}Gy://) 
Melan ie B. Yasbin 
Attorney for rlorida East Coast Rail way. Ll.C 

I ·,nc Insure 



Lm11s E. G1Tm1ER 
Lou@lgrai llaw.com 

MELANIE 13. Y ASBIN 
Melanie@lgra il lnw.com 
410-296-2205 

LAW OFFICES OF 

LOUIS E. GITOMER, LLC 

December 23. 20 15 

U.S. l:: nvi ronmcnt;i I Protection /\gcncy 
Region 4 
Snm Nunn /\t lan!a r edera l Center 
61 1:orsy1h Street. SW 
Atlanta. Gt\ 30303-8960 

(,()I) BALTl~IOl{ E 1\\IENUE. SUITE .lOI 
TOWSON. MARYLAND 21204-·1022 

(4 IO) 2% -nso • (20 2> 466-1>532 

FAX (-11()) J.'2-0885 

RI::: Docket No. ;\ 13-70 (Sub-No. 6X). 1-Jorida t::ast Coast Railwr~ 1 ·. L. L. C. -
Aha11do11111el// l:,\e111ptio11- i11 Miami Dade Co11111y. Fl. 

Dear Mada111/Si r: 

On or about January 20. 20 I 6, we expect to be fil ing with the Surface Trnnspor!a!ion 
Board r·STl3"") a verified notice of exemption seeking. nuthorily for Florida East Coast Railm1y. 
LLC. to abandon an approxi111ately 1.21-mi le rail line between milepost LR 111-3989 and 
milepost I.RI 3+0000 in Miami Dade County. FL (the "Linc""). 

Attached is a Combined Environmental and 11 istoric Report describ ing the proposed 
action and any expected environmenta l effects. as we ll as a map of the affected area . We arc 
provid ing this report so that you may review the information that wi II rorm the basis for the STl3's 
independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. Ir ;iny of the information is mis leading or 
incorrect. if"you believe that pertinent information is missing.. or if you have any questions about 
the ST B's environmental review process. please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis 
(OE/\). Surface Tra nsportation Board, 395 E Street, SW, Washington. lJl' 20423. telephone 202-
245-0295 nnd rcf'cr to the above Docket No. t\B-70 (Suh-No. 6X). 

l3ccm1sc the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent dcndlincs for processing 
th is ac tion. your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) wou ld he 
apprecintcd within J weeks. Your comments wi ll be considered by the STB in evaluating the 
envi ronmcnt;i l impacts of the contemplated act ion. If" there are nny questi ons concerning this 
proposal. please contact our representati ve directly. Our representati ve in this matter is I .ouis E. 
Gitomcr who may be contac ted by telephone at 410-296-2250. emai l at 
Lou_ G itomcr@verizon.net. or 111ai I al Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomcr. 600 Baltimore /\venue. 
Suite 301. Towson. MD 2 1204. 

Sincerely yours, 
• '/'?..-.:-' // /l --; / .,,..- -z-c:e~,, ;C_'->....-~.,c l 

Melanie B. Yashi11 
Attorney fo r Florida East Co;ist Railway. LLC 

Enclosure 
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EXHIBIT 4-Photographs 
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16 




