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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
( 49 C.F .R. § 1105. 7) 

(1) Proposed Actwn and Alternatives. Describe tire proposed action, inc/t,u/ing 
commodities transported, the planned disposiJion (if any) of any rail line and other 
structures that may he involved, and any possible changes in current operations or 
maintenance practices. Alvo describe any reasonable alternatives to the p1·oposed action. 
Include a readable, detailed map and drawing.~ dearly delineaJing tlie project. 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") proposes to abandon 0.45 miles of rail line located 

between Milepost 80.66 and Milepost 81.J I in St. Joseph, Steams County, Minnesota (the 

"Line"). A map of the project area is attached as Exhibit A. 

BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project is as follows: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties. The railroad 

right-of-way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins ·with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. \Vith the use 

of speciali:led machinery placed on the rajlroad right-of-way, the rails and related steel 

(angle bars, Lie plates, spikes, switches and any other metal paiis) are removed. Next the 

wooden tics are raised from the ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of 

ground material. The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties 

that 'Will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality tics that will be sold to lumber 

dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and shipped 

by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right-of-way will remain intact so as nol to alter the prevailing 

waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are required to limit their 



activities to the \.\lidth of the right-of-way and not to place fills or other material in waler 

bodies, including inland waterways. When the salvage process is complete, watcdlows in 

the area should not be disrupted. 

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt or 

concrete, as required by governing authorily. Any signals are also dismantled and 

removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always perfonned by experienced rail material 

salvagers and is generally bid on the open mark.et. Each salvage contract includes detailed 

information on any environmental or historical conditions recommended by the Office of 

Environmental Analysis ("OEA") and imposed hy the Surface Transportation Board 

("STB") in the final decision. Completed work is independently inspected by a BNSF 

roadmaster (or equal represcntalive) to ensure compliance with DNSF standards of quality 

and all contractual obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

The Line has had no traffic since prior to 2005. There is no overhead traffic on the 

proposed abandonment portion of the Line. Because of the lack oftra1iic on the Line, only 

very limited maintenance has been performed on the Line for some time. Therefore, the 

proposed ·abandonment will have no impact on rail freight operations and maintenance 

practices on the Line. 

The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and forego the 

opportunity costs from salvaging the Line. 

(2) Transportatwn System Describe the effect of tlze propos·etl action on regimial or 
1.oca/ tra11sportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or 



freight) tliat will be diverted to otlter transportoJion systems or mode~· as a result of tlie 
proposed action. 

There will be no passenger or freight traffic diverted to other transportation systems as a 

result of the proposed abandonment There has been no local or overhead trailic on this 

line since prior to 2005. 

(3) Lant/ u~·e 

(i) Based 011 consultation witlt local and/or regional planning age11cies 
and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencie.Y, slate 
whether the proposed action is conslvtent with existing land use plans. Describe 
any inconsistencies. 

The proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. BNSF contacted the 

City of St. Joseph Plamiing Commission. As of the <late of this Environmental 

Report, the agency has not replied to BNSF's inquiry. Angie Berg, Land Use 

Division Supervisor, Stearns County Lan<l Use Division replied in an email dated 

April 27, 2015, stating, "l t]he proposed area of abandonment is located within the 

City of St. Joseph, therefore they are the plannjng and zoning authority for this area. 

The unincorporated area of St. Joseph Township is located approximately 1000 feet 

to the easl. This area is :.wned Industrial or Commercial and is located in the Orderly 

Annexation Area of the City of St. Joseph and St. Joseph To"vnship. Their Joint 

Planning Board is the olficial p lanning and wning autho1ity for this area. The 

County Comprehensive Plan has this area identified as Urban Expansion." A copy 

of the email and letter are attached as Exhibit B. 

(ii) Based on consultatio11 with the U.S. Soil Collservatio11 Service, state the 
effect of tlie proposetl actiofl on any prime agriculture land. 

IlNSF docs not believe that the proposed abandonment will have an adverse effocl 



on prime agriculture land. BNSF sent a letter lo the Minnesota :N'"RCS State Office. 

As of the date of this Environmental Report, the agency has not replied to BNSF~s 

jnquiry. A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit C. 

(iii) 1f any action affects land or water uses within " desigtlated coastal zone, 
include tile coastal wne information required by§ 1105.9. 

BNS.F <loes not believe the proposed abandorunent is located within a designated 

coastal zone. BNSF sent a letter to lhe Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources. As of the date of this Environmental Report, the agency has not replied 

to BNSt"s inquiry. A copy of the letter is attached as Exhihit D. 

(iv) If the proposed actwn is an abandonment, state whether or not tlte riglzt­
of-way is suiJablefor alternative public use under 49U.S.C." §10905 and explain 
why. 

The proposed abandonment may be suitable for alternative public use. BNSF 

contacted the City of SL Joseph Planning Commission. 

(4) Energy 

(i) Describe tlie effect of the proposed actio11 011 transportation uf energy 
reso1trces. 

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of energy 

resources. 

(ii) Describe tlte effect uf tile proposed action on recyclable commodities. 

The proposed abandorunent will not adversely affect the movement or recovery of 

recyclable commodities. 

(iii) State wltetlier the propose</ action will restdt in an increase or decrease 
in overall energy efficienly a11d explain wlty. 



The proposed action will not result in an increase or decrease in overall energy 

efficiency as there has been no traffic on the line since prior to 2005. 

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversiomfrom rail. to motor carriage of 
more tlra11: 

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or 

(BJ an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of tlie 
affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy consumption 
and :,·how tile daJa and methodology used to arrive at tire figure given. 

The proposed abandonment will not result in a diversion of rail to motor carriage. 

(5) Air 

(iJ If tire proposed action will re.~ult in either: 

(A) 011 increase in rail -traffic of at lea.st JOO percent (measured in gross 
ton miles annually) or an increa~·e of at least eight tr<1ins a day on any 
segment of the line affected by the proposal, or 

(BJ ati increase in rail yarrl activity of at least 100 percent (mea:,·ured by 
carload activity), or 

(C) a.n average increase i11 truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the 
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, 
quantifY the a1zticipated effect oti air emissiotzs. 

The proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds 

for increased rail or truck traffic as outlined in (i) (A), (B) or (C) above. 

(ii) If the proposed acnon a.Uects a class I or 1zo11attainnumt area usider tlie 
Clean Ail' Act, mid will result ilz either: 

(A) an increase i11 rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross 
ton miles annually) or a1i increase of at least three tn1ins a day 01i any 
:,·egment of rail line, 

(BJ an increase i11 rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (metisured by 
carload activity), or 

(CJ a1t average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the 



average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day 011 a given road segment, t/r.en 
state whether any expected increased emissions are wiiltin the parameters 
established by State Implementation Plan. However, for a rail 
construction under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505) or a case 
invofring tlie reinstitution of service over a previo11~·ly ahando1ted line, 
only the three train a day tllreshold in this item shall app~y. 

The proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds 

in (ii) (A), (B) or (C) ahovc. 

(iii) If the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide 
and Freon) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quandty; the frequency 
of sen ,ice; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant~s 
safety record (w the extent available) Oil derailments, accidents and spills; 
contingency plans to deal with accidelltal spills; and tlte likelihootl of all 
accidental release of oznne depleting materials in the event of a co/lisio1i or 
derailmenl 

The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone dcplt:ling 

materials. 

(6) Noise If any of tlte thresholds identified in item (5) (i) of tltis sectioll are 
surpaned, stlite wltether the proposed action will cause: 

(i) an increme1ttal increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or 

(ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify 
sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries·, hospital.s, resimmces, retil'ement 
communities and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the noise 
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed. 

Not applicable. 

(7) Safetv 

(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public liealJli and safety 
(including vehicle delay time at railroad cro.uings). 

This abandorunent should have no adverse effect on health or public safety. There 

are no private at-grade crossings and no public at-grade crossings on the Line. 



(ii) If ltazardous materials are e.."Cpected to be transported, identify: tlie 

materials anti quantity; tlie freque1lcy of service; whether chemicals are bei1ig 

trlllisported that, if mixed, C()U/d react to form more liazanlous compounds; safety 

practices (including any speed restri.ctums); the app/u:a11t~~ safety record (to the 

extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills,; tlie contingency 

plans to deal with accidental spills, and tlie likelilzood of an accidental release of 

hazardous materials. 

The abandonment will not result in the transportation of hazardous materials. 

(iii) If tltere are any known /tazartlous waste sites or sites where there ltal'e 
been known hazardous material spills on the right-of-way, identify the location 
of those sites and the types of llaza,rdous materials involved. 

There are no known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been knov.'Il 

haz.ardous material spills on the right-of-way. 

(8) Biological Resources 

(i) Basetl on consultt1tion wit/1. the U.S. Fisk tmd Wildlife Service, state 
whether the proposed action is lihely to adversely affect endangered nr tlueatened 
spedes or areas designated as a critic11/ habitat, and if so, describe the effects. 

BNSP does not believe that the proposed abandonment will have an adverse effect 

on endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat. BNSF 

contacted the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services F ield Office 

("USFWS"), in reference to Uris proposed abandonment. As of the date of this 

Environmental Rep01.t, the agency has not replied to BNSF's inquiry. i\ copy of 

the letter is attached as Exhibit E. BNSF generated an official species list using 

USFWS's Information, Planning, and Conservation System (IPaC) for the project 



area. BNS.F reviewed the lis.t of Endangered Species Acl Species List for the 

project area and detem1ined that the abandonment project will have "no effect" on 

the listed species, their habitats, or proposed or designated critical habitat as the 

project area is located in the city streets and salvage activities will be restricted to 

the railroad right-of-way. 

(ii) State whether wildl.ife sanct11a1'ie.~ or refuges, National or State parks or 
f oresls will be affected, and describe any effects. 

BNSP does not believe that any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State 

parks or forests will be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment. HNSF 

contacted the U.S. De1)artmcnt of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management 

("BLM") and the National Park Service, Midwest Region. As of the date of this 

Environmental Report, the BLM and the National Park Service have not replied to 

BNSF's inquiry. Copies of the letters are attached as Exhibit F. 

(9) Water 

(i} Based on consu/U1tion witlt State water quality officials, state whether tlie 
proposed action is consi.ftent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality 
standards. Describe any inconsb;tettdes. 

BNSF sent a letttrr to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. As of the 

date of this Enviromnental Report, the agency has not replied to BNSF's inquiry: 

A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit 0. 

DNSF also contacted the U.S. EPA Region 5 regarding the proposed abandonment. 

As of the date of this Environmental Report, the agency has not replied to BNSF's 

inquil)'. A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit G. 



{ii) Based 011 consultation with the U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers, state 
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clea11 Water Act (33U.S.C.§1344) are 
required for the proposed action and whether a11y designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects. 

RNSF is confident that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be 

adversely affecled hy the proposed abandonment. BNSF contacted the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers St. Paul District in reference to the proposed abandonment. 

Ryan Malteru<l, Senior Project Manager for the U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers 

replied in a letter May 18, 2015, stating that :'based on available information a 

Department of the Army (DA) permit may not be required for the proposed 

activity." A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit H. 

(iii) State w/1ether permi.ts u11der Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants slw1dd co1ttact 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the st~te environmental protecti011 
or equivalent age11cy if they are unsure whether such permits are required). 

BNSF sent a letter to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. As of the 

date of this Environmental Report, the agency has not replied to BNSf's inquiry. 

A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit D. 

DNSF also contacted the U.S. EPA Region 5 regarding the proposed abandonment. 

As of the dale of this Environmental Report, the agency has not replied to BNSF's 

inquiry. A copy of the Jetter is attached as Exhibit G. 

(10) Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse 
environmental. impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate. 

BNSF does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed abandonment 

and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actioris. BNSf will, of course, consult (as 



required) with any recipients of this Environmental Report regarding appropriate 

mitigation actions and will comply with those mitigation actions required by the Board. 



HISTORIC REPORT 

( 49 C.F .R. § 1105.8) 

(I) Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe tlie proposed actw11t blcludi11g 
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of a11y rail line anti other 
structures that may he involved, and any possible changes in current operations or 
mainte11ance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to tile proposed action. 
/11.clude a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project. 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") proposes tu abandon 0.45 miles of raiJ line located 

between Milepost 80.66 and Milepost 81.11 in St. Joseph, Stearns County, Minnesota (the 

"Line"). A map of the project area is attached as Exhibit A. 

BNSF'.s salvage process as it relates to this project is as foJlows: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties. The railroad 

right-of-way, ballast and culverts wil1 remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. With the use 

of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right-of-way, the rails and related steel 

(angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other metal parts) are removed. Next the 

wooden ties arc raised from the bat last with a tool designed for minimum disruption of 

ground material. l11c lies are separated into three groups as follows: (I) good quality ties 

that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be sold to lumber 

dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into rail cars and shipped 

by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal sile. 

The culverts, ballast and right-of-way will remain intact so as not to alter the prt:vailing 

waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are required to limit their 



activities to the width of the right-of-way and not to place fills or other material in water 

bodies, including inland waterways. \Vhen the salvage process is complete, watcrilows in 

the area should not he dismpkd . 

.Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt or 

concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also dismantled and 

removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always perfonned by experienced rail material 

salvagers and is generally bid 011 the open market. Each salvage contract includes detailed 

information on any environmental or hist01ical condi.tions recommended hy the 01lice of 

Environmental Analysis ("OEA") and imposed by the Surface Transpo1tation Board 

("STB") i.11 the final decision. Completed work is independently inspected by a BNSF 

roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quality 

and all contracrual obligat ions, including SIB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

The Line has had no traffic since prior to 2005. There is no overhead traffic on the 

proposed abandonment portion of the Line. Because of the lack of traftfo on the Line, only 

very limited maintenance has been performed on the Line for some time. Therefore, the 

proposed abandonment will have no impact on rail freight operations and maintenance 

practices on the Line. 

The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and forego the 

oppottunity costs from salvaging the Line. 



HISTORIC REPORT 

1. A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or a11 a/termite map drawn to scale and sufficie11tly 
detailed to show buildings am/ other structures itt tile vicinity of the proposed action) 
.showing the location of the proposed action, and tlte locations and approximate 
dimensions of railroad structures tllat are 50 years old or older 11n<I are part of the 
proposed actwn. 

The required topographic map is attached to this Report as Exhibit A. 

2. A written description of the rig/it-of-way (including approxinu1te widths, to the extent 
k11own), and the topography and urban and/or rural cliaracteri.~tics of the surrounding 
area 

The subject Line extends approximately 0.45 miles of rail line located between Milepost 

80.66 and Milepost 81.11 in St. Joseph, Stearns County, Minnesota. The urban right-of-way is 

generally 100 feet \Vi de. There are no federally granted rights of way involwd. 

3. Goa</ quality plwtograplts (llctua/ photograpliic prints, not photocopies) of railroad 
structures on tlte property tlzat are 50 years old or older and of the immediately 
surroundi11g area. 

None. 

4. Tlie date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) tmd extent of any major 
alteratiolls, to the extent such information is known. 

None. 

5. A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of 
wliat, if any, clianges are contemplated as a re.ft ult of the proposed actk>n. 

The Saint Paul and Pacific Railroad Company acquired the right of way in 1876. 111e 

Saint Paul and Pacific Railroad Company was sol<l to The Saint Paul, Minneapolis and 

Manitoba Railway Company in 1879. The Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway 

Company was sold to Great Northern Railway Company in 1907. Jn 1970, Great Northern 

Railway Company merged jnto Great Nmtbcm Pacific and Burlington Lines, Inc. to become 

Burlington Northern fnc. In 1981, Burlington Nonhem Inc.'s named changed to Burlington 



Northern R'1ilroad Company. Burlington Northern R<il.lroad Company merged with The 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company in 1996 to hecome The Burlington 

Northem and Santa Fe Railway Comp<tny, which name was changed to BNSF Raihvay 

Company in 2005. 

6. A brief Sllmmary of documentr; in the cal'rier 's possession, .fiuclt as engilleering drawings, 
that might be useful in documenti11g a structul'e tltat i~ found to be /iifttoric .. 

Documents in BNSF's possession concerning this abandonment may include alignment 

maps showing the right-of-way and/or station m'1ps. These documents are too large for practical 

rcproduct1on in this report, but can be furnished upon request, if they are available. 

7. An opinum (based on readily available informatio1t in the railroad's possession) as t,o 
whet/tu the site and/or :1tructures meet tlle criteria for listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), mid whetller there is a likeliliood of archeo/ogical 
resources or any other previously unkIWwn historic properties itt the project area, and 
the basis for tltese opinions (including any consultations wit/1 tile State Historic 
Pre.vervati.on Office, local llistoricol socu'ties or universities). 

BNSF contacted the Minnesota IIistorical Society State Historic Preservation Office in 

reference to the proposed abandonment. By letter dated May 22, 2015, Sarah J. Beimers~ Manager, 

Government Programs Compliance, stated, "this portion of rail line is a. segment of the Greal 

Northern Railroad: Collegeville Segment (SN-SJT-001) ·which was previously determined eligible 

for fo:ting in the NRHP .. . For your information, ·we recently completed a Section 106 review for a 

foderally-funded trail project which included a potential provision for acquiring this segrnent of 

abandoned rail line and incorporating it into the proposed trail design. \Ve have included a copy 

of our December 2014 conditional "no adverse effect" Jetter to the Minnesota Department of 

Transportation's C'ultural Resources Unit, which has been delegated to complete the Section 106 

review for the Federal H1ghway Admirustration in our state ." A copy of the letter is attached as 

Exhibit I. 



8. A description (based on readily availllble informatio11 in tile railroad's possession) of any 
known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental co11ditions (naturally 
occurring or manmade) that might affect tlze archeological recovery of resources (such 
as swampy co11ditio11s or the presence o.f'toxic wastes), and t/1e surrounding terrain. 

The Line was disturbed during original construction by cuts and fill and any 

archaeological resources that may have been located in the proposed project area would 

have been affected at that time. Our record~ do not indicate any environmental conditions 

that might affect the archaeological recovery of resow·ccs. 

9. Within 30 days of receipt of tlie liistoric report, tlte State Historic Preservatio11 Officer 
may request tlie following additwnal information regarding specific non railroad owned 
properti.es or groups of properties immediately a(ljacent to tlte railroad rigltt-of-way: 
photographs of specified properti.e)· tltat can be readily seen from tlie railroad right-of­
way (or other public rights-of-way adjacent to t/1e proper(}~ and a written description of 
any previously discovered arclteological sites, identifying the location and type of the site 
(i.e. prehistoric or native American). 

If any additional infonnation is requested, BNSF will promptly supply the necessary 

information. 



EXHIBIT A 



'IN "''°'1 l\\Sl,:-1 
~ 

~ 
00 
0.. 

~ 

@ 
' 

.. . 

l; \ 

' : .. . ~ ' 
,··t 

/!, .. ,, . 

./' 
; . ; ... 

: - .. , , .1, 

.' . 

• ! ,., 
. f. 

' i; 

! • 

. 
; l 

.: . 
. ~:; ,, 

, ' { 

~J r ; 
~ .~ ·' 

:// 
,.-// 
1/ 

.;; ... 
' 1 

i _·., 
. I 

/-~~/ . ' 
I ;i 

;.! l ,. 
•I: 

· .... l 



EXHIBITB 



April 13, 2015 

Karl Morell & Associates 
655 15•h Street, NW, Suite 225 

Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 595-9045 

karlm@karlmorellcom 

St. Joseph Planning Commission 
25 College Ave. N 
P.O. Box 668 
St. Joseph, MN 56374 

Re: STB Docket No •. AB 6 (Sub-No. 491.X); BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - in Stearns County, Minnesota 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates fillng in about 60 days a Notice 
of Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the 
above-referenced docket to abandon 0.45 miles of rail line in Stearns 
County, Minnesota, between Milepost 80.66 and Milepost 81.11 in St. 
Joseph. 

As part of the environmental report, BNSF is required to contact you to 
determine if the proposed abandonment is consistent with existing land use 
plans. If applicable, please describe any inconsistencies. 

Your assessment and comments are respectfully requested. For your 
reference a map of the subject railroad line is enclosed. Pl~ase provide your 
response to me t:it the address above at your earliest convenience. 

You may contact me by email or telephone with any questions or concerns. 
Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

/<a.J_ "JJ?c"'l.up 
Karl Morell 
Attorney for BNSF Railway Company 

Enclosure 
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Karl Morell 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Berg, Angie <Angie.Berg@co.stearns.mn.us> 
Monday, April 27, 2015 9:45 AM 
Karl Morell 
Rindelaub, George; Benson, Chelle; Theismann, Pete; Teich, Jodi 
STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 491)(} BNSF Railway Co. Abandonment Exemption 

Karl- The purpose of this email it to respond to your request for comments on the consistency of the proposed 
abandonment with t he County land use plans. The proposed area of abandonment is lo-cated within the City of St. 
Joseph, therefore they are t he planning and zoning authority for this area. The unincorporated area of St. Joseph 
Township is located approximately 1000 feet t o the east. This area is zoned Industrial or Commercial and is located in 
the Orderly Annexation Area of the City of St. Joseph and St. Joseph Township. Their Joint Planning Board is the official 
planning and zoning authority for this area. The County Comprehensive Plan has this area identified as Urban 
Expansion. 

Feel free to contact me with any more questions. 

Sincerely, 

Angle Berg I land Use Division Supervisor lQ..f1gie.berg@co.steams.IIJ~ 
Steams County I www.co.stearns.mn.us j 320-656-3613 
705 Courthouse Square, Rm 343jSt. Cloud, MN 56303 

1 

·---· .. -- ·-- ---·--· 



EXHIBIT C 



April 13, 2015 

Karl Morell & Associates 
655 15lh Street, NW, Suite 225 

Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 595-9045 

knrlm@karlmorell.com 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 491.X); BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - in Stearns County, Minnesota 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in ·about 60 days a Notice 
of Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ( "STBn) authority in the 
above-referenced docket to abandon 0.45 miles of rail line in Stearns 
County, Minnesota, between Milepost 80.66 and Milepost 81.11 ln St. 
Joseph. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know whether 
or not the proposed abandonment will have any effect on prime agricultural 
lands. Your assessment and comments are respectfully requested. 

For your reference a map of the subject railroad line Is enclosed. The 
following is information on BNSF's sa lvage process as it relates to this 
project: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and 
ties; however, the railroad right of way, bal last and culverts will 
remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or 
rails. With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad 
right of way, the rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, 
switches and any other metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden 
ties a re raised from among the ballast with a tool designed for 
minimum disruption of ground material. The ties are separated into 
three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re-used in 
rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber 



dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap t ies are loaded into 
railcars. and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to 
alter the prevailing waterftows along the line. In addition, BNSF 
salvage contractors are required to limit their activities to the width of 
the right of way and not to place fills or other material in water 
bodies, including inland waterways. When the splvage process is 
complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted. 
Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved 
with gravel, asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. 
Any signals are also dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by 
experienced rail material salvagers and is generally bid on the open 
market. Each salvage contract includes detailed information on any 
environmental or historical conditions recommended by the Office of 
Environmental Analysis and imposed by the Surface Transportation 
Board in their fina l decision. Completed work is independently 
inspected by a BNSF roadmaster {or equal representative) to ensure 
compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual 
obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above 
at your earliest convenience. You may contact me by email or telephone 
with any questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

Karl Morell 
Attorney for BNSF Railway Company 

Enclosure 



EXHIBITD 



Apri l 13, 2015 

Karl Morell & Associates 
655 151" Street, NW, Strite 225 

Washington, OC 20005 
(202) 595-9015 

karlm@'.s:arlmore!Lcom 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN 55155-4040 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub·No. 491X); BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - in Stearns County, Minnesota 

BNSF Railway Company (''BNSF") anticipates filing in about 60 days a Notice 
of Exemption seeking Sutface Transportation Board ( 11 STB") authority in the 
above-referenced docket to abandon 0.45 miles of rail line in Stearns 
County, Minnesota, between Milepost 80.66 and Milepost 81.11 in St. 
Joseph. 

As part of the environmental report, BNSF is required to contact your agency 
to determine if the proposed abandonment: 

1. will affect land or water uses within a designated coastal zone; 
2. is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality 

standards (with a description of any inconsistencies identified); and 
3. will require permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 

U.S.C.§ 1342). 

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the subject railroad line. The 
following is Information on BNSF's saJvage process as it relates to this 
project: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and 
ties; however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will 
remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or 
rails. With the use of speciaflzed machinery placed on the railroad 
right of way, the rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, 
switches and any other metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden 
ties are. raised from among the ballast with a tool designed for 
minimum disruption of ground material. The ties are separated Into 



three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re-used in 
rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into 
railcars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to 
alter the prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF 
salvage contractors are required to limit their activities to the width of 
the right of way and not to place fills or other material in water 
bodies, including inland waterways. When the salvage process is 
complete1 waterflows in the area should not be disrupted. 
Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved 
with gravel 1 asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. 
Any signals are also dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by 
experienced rail material salvagers and .is generally bid on the open 
market. Each salvage contract includes detailed information on any 
environmental or historical conditions recommended by the Office of 
Environmental Analysis and imposed by the Surface Transportation 
Board in their final decision. Completed work is independently 
inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure 
compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual 
obligations, including STB-imposed conditions1 if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comrne.nts to me at t he address above 
at your earliest convenience. You may contact me by email or t elephone 
with any questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

l<arl Morell 
Attorney for BNSF Railway Company 

Enclosure 



EXHIBITE 



April 13, 2015 

Karl .Morell & Associates 
655 15th Street, N\'\7, Suite 225 

Washiiigton, DC 20005 
(202) 595-9045 

karlm@karl.morell.com 

U.S. Ash and Wildlife Service 
5600 American Blvd 
West Suite 990 
Bloomington, MN 55437-1173 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 49JX); BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - in Stearns County, Minnesota 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in about 60 days a Notice 
of Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB 11

) authority in the 
above-referenced docket to abandon 0.45 miles of rail line in Stearns 
County, Minnesota, between Miiepost 80.66 and Milepost 81.11 in St. 
Joseph. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) 
whether or not there are any endangered or threatened species 1 wildlife 
sanctuaries or refuges, or areas designated as critical habitat adjacent to or 
near the line, and 2) if so, what effects the proposed action may have on 
same . . 

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the subject ra ilroad line. The 
following is information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this 
project: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and 
ties; however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will 
remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with ·the unbolting of the track materials or 
rails. With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad 
right of way, the rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, 
switches and any other metal parts) are removed. Next t he wooden 
ties are raised from among the ballast w ith a tool designed for 



minimum disruption of ground material. The ties are separated into 
three groups as follows: (1) good quality t ies that will be re-used in 
rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping, and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into 
railcars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts and right of way will remain intact so as not to alter the 
prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage 
contractors are required to limit their activities to the width of the right 
of way and "ot to place fills or other material in water bodies, 
including inland waterways. When the salvage process is complete, 
waterflows in the area should not be disrupted. 

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved 
with gravel, asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. 
Any signals are also dismantled and removed. · 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by 
experienced rail material salvagers and is generally bid on the open 
market. Each salvage contract includes detailed information on any 
environmental or historical conditions recommended by the Office of 
Environmental Analysis and imposed by the Surface Transportation 
Board in their final decision. Completed work Is independently 
inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure 
compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual 
obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above 
at your earliest convenience. You may contact me by email or telephone 
with any questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

f</~J /)tl;)~/o I \_ c. \.._- c 
Karl Morell 
Attorney for BNSF Railway Company 
Enclosure 



EXHIBITF 



April 13, 2015 

National Park Service 
Mfclwest Region 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102-4226 

Kar1 Morell & Associates 
655 lS•h Street, NVv, Suite 225 

W aslli."lgton, DC 20005 
(202} 595-9045 

karlmia}karlmorell.com 

Re; STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 491X); BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - in Stearns County, Minnesota 

BNSF Railway Company \'BNSF") anticipates filing in about 60 days a Notice 
of Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board CSTBn) authority in the 
above-referenced docket to abandon 0.45 miles of rail line. in Stearns 
County, Minnesota, between Milepost 80.66 and 81.11 in ST. Joseph. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) 
whether or not there are any wild life sanctuaries or National or State parks 
or forests adjacent to or near the llne, and 2) if so, what effects the 
proposed action may have on same. 

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the subject railroad line. The 
following is information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this 
project: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and 
ties; however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will 
remain ln place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or 
rails. With the use of speciallzed machinery placed on the ra ilroad 
right of way, the rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, 
switches and any othei metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden 
ties are raised from among the bal last with a tool designed for 
minimum disruption of ground material. The t ies are separated Into 
three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that wlll be re-used in 
rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber · 
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into 
ra_llcars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 



The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to 
alter the prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF 
salvage contractors are required to limit their activities to the width of 
the right of way and not to place fills or other material in water 
bodies, including inland waterways. When the salvage process is 
complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted. 
Finally, road crossings are removed and rernediated, then repaved 
with gravel, asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. 
Any signals are also dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by 
experienced rail material salvagers and is generally bid on the open 
market. Each salvage contract includes detailed information on any 
environmental or historical conditions recommended by the Office of 
Environmental Analysis and imposed by the Surface Transportation 
Board in their final decision. Completed work is independently 
inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure 
compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual 
obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above 
at your earliest convenience. You may contact me by email or telephone 
with any questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 
;..--- ~· ./ . 71 ) :'/ 
( " -.:'l-> _/·· / l i ~ / {··· - '- """L - (.. · 

Karl Morell 
Attorney for BNSF Railway Company 
Enclosure 



April 13,2015 

Kar.l Morell & Associates 
655 15'1" Street, NW, Suite 225 

Washizlooioro., DC 20005 
(202) 595-9°'15 

karlm@karlmorell.com 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of land Management 
626 E. Wisconsin Ave., Suite 200 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-4617 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No,, 491X); BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - in Stearns County, Minnesota 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in about 60 days a Notice 
of Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB11

) authority In the 
above-referenced docket to abandon 0.45 miles of ra fl line in Stearns 
County, Minnesota, between Mflepost 80.66_ and Milepost 81.11 in St. 
Joseph. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) 
whether or not there are any endangered or threatened species, wildlife 
sanctuaries or refuges, or areas designated as critical habitat adjacent to or 
near the line, and 2) if so, what effects the proposed action may have on 
same. 

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the subject railroad line. 
Following is information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this 
project: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and 
ties; however, the railroad right ·of way, ballast and culverts will 
remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or 
rails. With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad 
r ight of way, the rails and related steel {angle bars, tie plates, spikes, 
switches and any other metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden 
ties are raised from among the ballast with a tool designed for 
minimum disruption of ground material. The ties are separated into 
three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re-used in 
rail service, (2) landscape-quality t ies that will be re-sold to lumber 



dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into 
railcars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to 
alter the prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF 
salvage contractors are required to limit their activities to the width of 
the right of way and not to place fills or other material in water 
bodies, including inland waterways. When the salvage process is 
complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted. 
Flnally, road crossings are removed and remediated1 then repaved 
with gravel, asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. 
Any signals are also dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by 
experienced raif material salvagers and is generally bid on the open 
market. Each salvage contract includes detailed information on any 
environmental or historical conditions recommended by the Office of 
Environmental Analysis and imposed by the Surface Transportation 
Board in their final decision. Completed work is Independently 
inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure 
compliance with BNSF standards of quality and a!I contractual 
obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above 
at your earliest convenience. You may contact me by email or telephone 
with any questions or concerns. 



Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

1<~m!H4 
Karl Morell 
Attorney for BNSF Railway Company 

Enclosure 



EXHIBIT G 



April 13, 2015 

U.S. EPA Region 5 
Metcalf Building 

Karl Morell & Associates 
655 15111 Street, NW, Suite 225 

Washb:'~ton, DC 20005 
(202) 595-9045 

karhn@karlmondl.com 

Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis 
77 West Jackson Bouldevard 
Mailcode B-19J · 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 491.X); BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - in Stearns County" Minnesota 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in about 60 days a Notice 
of Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the 
above-referenced docket to abandon 0.45 miles of rail line in Stearns 
County1 Minnesota, between Milepost 80.66 and Milepost 81.11 in St. 
Joseph. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) 
whether or not this action will be consistent with Federal, State or local 
water quality standards, and 2) whether or not Section 402 and/or National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System ("NPDES") permits are required for 
performance of the salvage activity described below. Please note: BNSF 
anticipates the proposed abandonment will not disturb more than 
one (1) acre of land. 

For your reference I have endosed a map of the subject railroad line. 
Following is information on BNSPs. salvage process as it relates to this 
p~ect: · 

The proposed abandonment wil l Include the removal of the rails and 
ties~ however, the rail road right of way, ballast and culverts will 
remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or 
ralls. With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad 



right of way, the rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, 
switches and any other metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden. 
ties are raised from among the ballast witl1 a tool designed for 
minimum disruption of ground material. The ties are separated into 
three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re-used in 
rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into · 
railcars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-ap·proved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to 
alter the prevaillng waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF 
salvage contractors are required to limit their activities to the width of 
the right of way and not to place fills or other material In water 
bodies, Including inland waterways: When the salvage process is 
complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted. 
Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved 
with gravel1 asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. 
Any signals are also dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by 
experienced rail material salvagers and is generally bid on the open 
market. Each salvage contract includes detailed information on any 
environmental or historical conditions recommended by the Office of 
Environmental Analysis and imposed by the Surface Transportation 
Board in their final decision. Completed work is independently 
inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure 
compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual 
obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your ?ISSessment and comments to me at the address above 
at your earliest convenience. You may contact me by email or telephone 
with any questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

/_ / . # /J"'],1 ,,, ~-· ~ 0..'-C_ .. // (IJ.-(~~ 
Karl Morell 
Attorney for BNSF Railway Company 
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REPLY TO 
ATIENTIONOF 

Operations 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
ST. PAUL DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

180 FIFTH STREET EAST, SUITE 700 
ST. PAUL MINNESOTA 55101-1678 

MAY f 8 2015 

Regulatory (2015-01368-RMM) 

Mr. Karl Morell 
655 151

h Street NW, Suite 225 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Morell: 

We have received your letter regarding the STB Docket No. AB 6 {Sub-No. 491X); BNSF 
Railway Company - Abandonment Exemption - In Stearns County, Minnesota. The purpose of 
this letter is to inform you that based on available information a Department of the Army (DA) 
permit may not be required for the proposed activity. This letter also provides general 
information regarding the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps} regulatory program. 

If the BNSF abandonment project involves a discharge of dredged or fill material into 
waters of the United States, a Clean Water Act (CWA) permit would be required. CWA Section 
301(a) prohibits discharges of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States, unless 
the work has been authorized by a Department of the Army permit under Section 404. 
Information about the Corps permitting process can be obtained online at 
http://www.mvp.usace.nnny.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx. 

If a CWA permit is required, we would consider direct impacts to waters of the United 
States located within the project area, which may include aquatic resources such as wetlands 
and ditches, as well as any other aquatic resources that would be ind irectly affected by the 
proposed direct impacts to waters of the United States. The Corps evaluation of a CWA permit 
application involves multiple analyses, including (1) evaluating the proposal's impacts in 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (33 CFR part 325), (2) 
determining whether the proposal is contrary to the public Interest (33 CFR § 320.4), and (3) 
determining whether the proposal complies with the Section 404(b){1) Guidelines (Guidelines) 
(40 CFR part 230). 

If the proposal requires a CWA permit, the Guidelines specifically requ!re that "no 
discharge of dredged or fill material shall be permitted if there is a practicable alternative to the 
proposed discharge which would have less adverse impact on the aquatic ecosystem, so long 
as the alternative does not have other significant adverse environmental consequences» (40 
CFR § 230.1 O(a)). Time and money spent on the proposal prior to applying for a Section 404 
permit cannot be factored into the Corps' decision whether there is a less damaging practicable 
alternative to the proposal. 

If, during the planning stages, it seems that a Corps permit may be needed for this 
project, we encourage the project proposer to request a pre-application consultation meeting 
with the Corps to obtain information regarding the data, studies or other information that will be 
necessary for the permit evaluation process. 



Operations - 2 -
Regulatory (2015-01368-RMM) 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this information. For further information or to 
request a pre-application consultation meeting, please contact me at (651) 290-5286 or 
Ryan.M.Malterud@usace.army.mil. 

Sincerely, 

tr 
Ryan Malterud 
Senior Project Manager 



EXHIBIT I 



I'!
}! M-

' mnesota 
Historical Society 

STATE HISTOHIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

May 22, 2015 

Mr. Karl Morell 

Attorney for BNSF Railway Company 
Karl Morell & Associates 
655 151fl St NW. Suite 225 
Washington, DC 20005 

RE: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub No. 491X) 

Usiu\j thP. PolV"'' of History to TrnMlo rm Live.< 
FRESf:l<lllNG : S'°'ARING . CO'INFCTING 

BNSF Railway to abandon .45 miles of rail line (MP 80.66 to MP 81.11} 
St JosP-ph, Stearns County 
SHPO Number: 2015-1785 

Dear Mr. Morell: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above project. Information received in our office en 
20 Apri l 2015 has been reviewed pursuant to the responsibilities given the State Historic Preservation 
Officer by Section 106 of the N<:1tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and implementing federal 
regulations at 36 CFR 800. 

Your letter d;ited Apri l 13, 2015 requests information regarding the presence of any structures which 
may be eligible for or listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP} in the "project area.'' 

We are able to provide information to you regarding the rail line itself. According to our fiies, this 
portion of rail line is a segment of the Great Northern Railroad; Collegeville Segment {SN-SJT-001) 
which was previously determined eligible for listing in the NRHP. 

Wii:hout a definition of "project area" or t he federal agency's determinat ion and ctocumentatlor. of the 
area of potential effect {APE) for this project, we are unable to provide you w ith additional informat ion 
regarding any other known historic properties as requested in your letter. 

For your informi:ltion, we recently completed a Section 106 review for a federally-funded trai~ project 
which included a potential provision for acquiring this segment of abandoned rail line and incorporating 
it into the proposed trail design. We have included a copy of our December 2014 conditional "no 
adverse effect" letter to the Minnesota Department of Transportation's Cultural Resources Unit, which 
has been delegated to complete the Section 106 review for the Federal Highway Admin istration in our 
state. We suggest that t he Surface Tra nsportation Board consider contacting this federal agency for 
potential coordination of their Section 106 review. 

MiM9•0la Histoo·ic..il Sc;:lety. 3~5 Kellog!) eoulGl!<>rd Wost, Saint Paul, Minne>ota 5510 2 
65~ 259-3000 • ~8-727-8386 • w·ww.mnhr,.org 



Please feel free contact me if you wish to discuss comments and recommendations included in this 
letter. I can be reached at 651-259-3456 or sarah.beimers@mnhs.org. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah J. Beimers, Manager 
Government Programs and Compliance 

Cl:: Renee Hutter Barnes, MnDOT Cultural Resources Unit 

Enclosure: SHPO letter to MnDOT CRU (12/19/2014) 

• Page 2 
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lw Minnesota 
'J_ Historical Society 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

December 19, 2014 

~enee Hutter Barnes 

C~•ltural Resou rces Unit 

MN Dept. of Transportation 
Transportation Building, MS 620 
395 John Ire.land Boulevard 
SL Paul, MN 55155-1899 

RE: SP 073-090-010, N1HP 0017·14-3A, DNR L019-13·13A 

Wobegon Trail, St. Joseph to W aite Park 
SteNr.s County 
SHPO Number: 2015-0340 

Dear Ms. Hutter Barnes : 

Using the Pov;vr of 11i.tory to Tl'alUfQrm U•1e' 
f'~ESEll'JJl\G >~HARING 'CONNECTING 

Thank you for COJ)tinuing consultation on the above project. Additional project i11 format ion received on 24 November 2014 has 
been reviewed pursu~nt to the responsibilities given the State Historic Preservation Officer by the National Historic Preservatior. Act 

of 1966 and implement ing federal regulations at 36 CFR 800, and per the t?rms of the 2005 Programmatic Agreement between the 
Federal Highway Administration, the M innesota Department ofTransportation and the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office. 

On November 21st we provided concurrence with your no adverse effect determination for the proposed 3.6 mile traH project from 

s~. Joseph to Rivers Edge Park in Waite P<1rk. You have now intorrned us that the project scope has two segments and t hat the 
entirety of the trail project was not reviewed by our office: 

• Segment 1: West Y, rnile 5ection of the trail extension, this s?ement has t~o (2) alternatives including t rail construction on 
the former rail bed (with rL'llls and t ies removed) or an alignment south of the current ra ilway corridor; and 

• Segment 2: £ast 2 y, mile section to be constructed approximatHly 30 feet south of the existing railroad centerline including 
a new bridge across the Sauk River. 

Based upon information included In your November 2.1, 2014 letter, we agree with your dc-?terminatlon that there is one historic 

property identified within the area of potential effect (APE} for this project, the Great Northern Railroad: Collegeville Se5mer.t which 
is ellgible fo~ llst in8 in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). We agree that the /\PE for direct effP.cts has no recorded 
ar:haeological sites and a low potential for sites being present. We agree that an archaeological survey is not necessary for this 
project. 

Based vpon information you h<1ve provided for our review, 'we concur with your delerminat1on that the project, as currently 
proposed, will havP. no adverse effect on the historic property provided that the following condition is met: 

• If Segment 1 is constructed on the existing rail bed, necessitating remOV(l l of t racks and ties, then we recommend the new 
trail construction foilow the historic rail corridor alignment as closely as feasible. 

If subsequent project design changes are made for this project, we request that you please forward additional information to our 
offict> for furthe r comment. 

Please contact our Compliance Section at (651) 259-3455 if you have any questions regarding our review of this project. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah J. 6P.imers, Manager 
Government Programs & Compliani:e 

Minne~ota Historical :;oc.icty. 34!> Kci!oog a oulc-.-erd 'v'/e:,t, Saint P.;l.'I, Minnesat'-' 5Si02 
o51·259·30:JO • 888-727-8386 • www.1nnhs.org 

---- - -- --------



United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND \VILDLIFE SERVICE 
Twin Cities Ecological Services Field Office 

4101 AMERICA!'\T B'LV D E 
BLOOMINGTON, MN 55425 

PHONE: (612)725-3548 FAX: (612)725-3609 
URL: www.fl.vs.gov/midwest/Endangered/section7ls7process/step1.htm I 

Consultation Code: 03El9000-2015-SLI-0151 

Event Code: 03El9000-2015-E-00172 

Project Name: AB-6-491X Lake Wobegon, St. Joseph, NIN 

June 16, 2015 

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 
location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project 

To Whom It May Concern: 

To Whom It May Concem: 

The attached species list identifies any federally threatened, endangered, proposed and 
candidate species that may occur within the action area &ndash; the area that is likely to be 
affected by your proposed project. The list also includes designated and proposed critical habitat 
that overlaps with the action area. This list is provided to you as the initial step of the 
consultation process required under section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act, also refoITed to 
as Section 7 Consultation. 

Section 7 of tbe Endangered Species Act of 1973 requires that actions authorized, funded, or 
carried out by Federal agencies not jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or 
adversely modify designated critical habitat. To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their 
designated non-federnl representatives) must consult with the Service if they determine their 
project may affect listed species or critical habitat 

Under 50 CFR 402.12(e) (the regulations that implement Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act) the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally. You may verify lhe Hst by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website 
http_://ec;.c;;s.fws:.govhpaci at regular intervals during project planning and implementation and 
completing the same process you used to receive the attached list. As an alternative, you may 
contact this Ecological Services Field Office for updates. 

Please use the species list provided and visit the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Region 3 
Section 7 Technical Assistance website at -
bJ1..'\1LL.wv.1'1,?.(.fv,;s,gg:y/midw(~~1.a~d/sectiQn7 /s7!1mces~/i n<lex . htrnl. This website contains 



step-by-step instructions that will help you determine if your project will have an adv~rse effect 
on listed species and will help lead you through the Section 7 process. 

For all wind energy projects and projects that include installing towers that use guy wires 
or ore over 200 feet in height, please contact this field office directly for assistance, even if no 
federally listed plants, animals or critical habitat are present within the action area. 

Although no longer protected under the Endangered Species Act, be aware that bald eagles ( 
Haliaeetus leucocephalus) are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (J 6 
U.S.C. 668 et seq.) an<l Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq), as are golden eagles ( 
Aquila ch1ysaetos). Projects affecting these species may require measures to avoid harming 
eagles or may require a permit. If your project is near a bald eagle nest or winter roost area, see 
our Eagle Permits website at 
blt121Lw-.,vw. i\·1s. QOy)m idwc$tlm1dwestbi;·c]!Eagisilvnn its!i ngex .htmL . .The information availabl c 
at this website will help you detenn.ine if you can avoid impacting eagles or if a permit may be 
necessa1y. 

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. Please include the 
Consultation Tracking Number in the header of this letter with any request for consultation or 
correspondence about yow· project that you submit to our office. 

Attachment 
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Provided by: 

United States Department of Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

Project name: AB-6-491X Lake Wobegon, St. Joseph, MN 

Official Species List 

Twin Cities Ecological Services Field Office 

4101 Ai\fERICANBLVDE 

BLOO:tvllNGTON, MN 55425 

(612) 725-3548_ 

http://www. f'w~ .gov/ ~11idwestiEudnngerc<l/scction 7 /s7proc_:sslstep l . htm i 

Consultation Code: 03E19000-2015-SLI-0151 

Event Code: 03E19000-2015-E-00172 

Project Type: LAND - EASEMENT I RIGHT-OF-WAY 

Project Name: AB-6-49 lX Lake Wobegon, St. Joseph, MN 

Project Description: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed 
project 

location, and/or may be affected by your pro.posed pr~iect. 

Please Note: The FWS office may have modified the Project Name and/or Project Description, so it 
may be different from what was submitted in your previous request. lf the Consultation Code 

matches, the FWS considers this to be the same project. Contact the office in the 'Provided by' 
section of your previous Official Species list if you have any questions or concerns. 

~ttp:/ic.<..:os.fr:s .gov!1pac, 06/16/2015 12:25 PM 
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;;;;_,..ll(b,;'\ ~-~~· Unitt:cl States Department of £nterior 

; · · ~' . \~ fish and Wildlife Service 

- . • Project name: All-6-491X Lake Wobegon, St.Joseph, MN 

Project Location Map: 

.. (1:;~ s: = ..... 

Project Coordinates: MULTIPOLYGON (((-94.290291 17499675 45.56681467404045, -
94.29019716395374 45.56676791801473, -94.29016374961056 45.56666838066586, -
94.29021050563627 45.56657436962284, -94.29031004298514 45.566540955279656, -

94.30084232472501 45.56726696678491, -94.30093633576803 45.56731372281063, -
94.30096975011121 45.567413260159505, -94.3009229940855 45.567507271202.52, -
94.30082345673662 45.56754068554571' -94.29029117499675 45.56681467404045))) 

Project Counties: Steams, MN 

htip://ccos.i\v:;.gov/ipac, 06!16120 I) J2;25 PM 
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United States Department of Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

Project name: AB-6-491X Lake Wohegon, St. Joseph, MN 

Endangered Species Act Species List 

There are a total of l threatened or endangered species on your species list. Species on this list should be considered in 

an effects ana·lysis for your project and could include species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain 

fish may appear on the species list because a project could affect downstream species. Critical habitats listed lUlder the 

Has Critical Habitat column may or may not lie within your project area. See the Critical habitats within your 

project area section further below for critical h11hitat that lies within your project. Please contact the designated FWS 

office if you have questions. 

Mammals 

Northern long-e1:1red Bat (Myotis 

septentrionalis) 

Status Has Critical Habitat 

Threatened 

hti.p://ecodws.gov/ipac, 06/l6i2015 12:25 PM 
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United States Department oflnterior 
Fish an<l Wildlife Service 

• Project name: AB-6-491 X Lake Wobegon, St. Joseph, lvfN 

Critical habitats that lie within your project area 
There are no critical habitats within your project area. 

http://~cos.rws}.,\ov/ip11c, 06116/2015 12:25 PM 
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