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August 10, 2011

Ms. Cynthia Brown

Chief, Section.of Administration
Office of Proceedings

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Re:  STB Ex Parle No. 705; Competition in the Railroad Industry
Dear Ms. Brown:

Enclosed please find via e-filing the Verified Statement of Robert K. Neff , Director, Coal
Supply for Union Electric Company, an affiliate of Ameren Corporation, in response to BNSF
Railway Company's July 25, 2011 filing in this docket.

The Statement is being filed in a Highly Confidential and Public Version pursuant to the
Protective Order issued by the Board on June 7, 2011. A copy of the Highly Confidential
Version will be served on BNSF's outside counsel of record in this docket.

Pursuant to a decision issued on June 30, 2011, the Board held the record open in this proceeding
until July 25, 2011. BNSF's filing was made on the last day of that period so that Ameren could
not have responded within the open record timeframe. Ameren submits that no party will be
prejudiced by the timing of this response and a response is necessary in the interest of a complete
record for this 1mportant proceeding.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Regards,
om»%'rz@;,,,
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Sandra L. Brown ) 61 0 2011
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

AMEREN CORPORATION

' Ex Parte 705
Competition in the Railroad Industry .

VERIFIED STATEMENT OF ROBERT K. NEFF

My name is Robert K. Neff. I am currently the Director, Coal Supply, for Union Electric
Company, an affiliate of Ameren Corporation. My business address is 1901 Chouteau Avenue,
St. Louis, Missouri 63103. I previously provided testimony in various Surface Transportation
Board proceedings. The purpose of this Verified Statement is to respond to some of the
assertions and allegations made by John P, Lanigan of the BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) in
its Supplemental Verified Statement filed July 25, 2011.

In particular, Ameren objects to BNSF's characterization that Ameren has submitted
untruthful testimony in this proceeding. The fact remains true today that not a single Ameren
competitively-served plant that was bid between 2004 and 2011 has changed carriers. While the
Ameren Comments filed on April 12, 2011, discussed Ameren's post-2004 experience as
between the years 2004 and 2011, Ameren's written and oral testimony by James A. Sobule, very
clearly limited the discussion to the 2004 to 2010 timeframe. This is appropriate for two reasons.

First, the STB announced its intention to the railroads and the publfc that it would hold a
hearing on Competition in the Railroad Industry on January 11, 2011. As BNSF points out,
Ameren did issue a Request for Proposal ("RFP") for its Labadie and Meramec Plants in

February 2011. The discussions regarding that RFP were ongoing during the pendency of this
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proceeding and did not formally conclude until after Ameren provided testimony at the STB's
hearing on June 23, 2011. In light of the ongoing discussions, Ameren did not feel it was
appropriate to raise the details of those discussions in a public hearing. In addition, Ameren
specifically modified its written and oral testimony submitted June 10 and June 23 respectively,
to reflect the 2004 through 2010 timeframe and not include the 2011 ongoing discussions.
Second, when Ameren submitted its comments on April 12, BNSF's Proposals in
response to the RFP on March 21 and April 11 were not competitive as described in our April
12th Comments. During the intervening time between Ameren's April 12th Comments and the

oral testimony by Ameren on June 23, 2011, [|

]l Nevertheless, these facts do not support the
statements that BNSF "competed hard for this business." Furthermore, Ameren takes issue with
BNSF's assertion that this one current example out of seven years, and which occurred during
this proceeding, justifies BNSF's allegation that Ameren was not truthful to the Board, and its

implication that Ameren's prior seven year history is not relevant.



-

VERIFICATION
I, Robert K. Neff, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing statement is true

and correct and that I am qualified and authorized to file this statement.

Rawr K N,

Robert K. Neff /4

Executed: August 0, 2011



