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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
{49 C.F.R. § 1105.7)

(1)  Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed
action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) proposes to abandon: (1) approximately 0.50 miles
of track (“Sangamon Street Line™) from south of Western Avenue Yard at 16® Street
(Station 186+79) and extending to the red board south of Cullerton Street (Station
163+50) and (2) approximately 0.60 miles of track (“Lumber Street Line”) from West
Cermak Road, at the Colonial Brick switch (Station 157+65), and extending to the end of
the line on Lumber Street (Station 197+81), in Chicago, Cook County, Illinois

(collectively, the “Line™). A map of the project area is attached as Exhibit A.
BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project is as follows:

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties and one bridge,
but the railroad right-of-way, ballast, and culverts, if there are any on the Line, will

remain in place.

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track matertals or rails. With the
use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right-of-way, the rails and related
steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other metal parts) are removed.
Next the wooden ties are raised from the ballast with a tool designed for minimum
disruption of ground material. The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1')

good quality ties that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be
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sold to lumber dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into

railcars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site.

The culverts, if there are any on the Line, ballast and right-of-way will remain intact so as
not to alter the prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage
contractors are required to limit their activities to the width of the right-of-way and not to
place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways. When the

salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted.

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt or
concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also dismantled and

removed.

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail material
salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage contract includes
detailed information on any environmental or historic conditions recommended by the
Office of Environmental Analysis (“OEA”) and imposed by the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB”) in the final decision. Completed work is independently inspected by a
BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance with BNSF standards of

quality and all contractual obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable.

The Line has had no traffic in over 10 years. The Line is stub-ended and, therefore, not
capable of handling overhead traffic. Because of the lack of traffic on the Line, only very
limited maintenance has been performed on the Line for some time. Therefore, the
proposed abandonment will have no impact on rail freight operations and maintenance

practices on the Line.
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The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and forego the

opportunity costs from salvaging the Line.

2

Transportation System Describe the effect of the proposed action on regional

or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger
or freight) that will be diverted fo other transportation systems or modes as a result of
the proposed action.

There will be no passenger or freight traffic diverted to other transportation systems as a

result of the proposed abandonment. There has been no local or overhead traffic on this

Line for over 10 years.

)

Land Use
) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies
and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies,

state whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.
Describe any inconsistencies.

The proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. BNSF contacted
the Chicago Plan Commission and Cook County, Planning and Development. As
of the date of this report, BNSF has not received a reply from either agency.

Copies of the letters are attached as Exhibit B.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the
effect of the proposed action on any prime agriculture land,

BNSF does not believe that the proposed abandonment will have an adverse effect

on prime agricuiture land. BNSF sent a letter to the NRCS Illinois State Office.

Ivan N. Dozier, State Conservationist, NRCS, replied in a letter dated December
7, 2012, stating: “The proposed track abandonment would be confined to an
existing urban rail corridor, It will have no impact on prime or important

farmlands.” A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit C.
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“)

(iti)  If any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone,
include the coastal zone information required by § 1105.9.

Pursuant to 15 C.F.R. § 930.57, BNSF hereby certifies that the proposed activity
complies with the enforceable policies of the State of Illinois approved
management program and will be conducted in a manner consistent with such
program. Attached as Exhibit F is a letter dated January 3, 2013, from Mr. James
P. Casey, ICMP Federal Consistency Coordinator, Illinois Department of Natural
Resources, Office of Water Resources stating: “We have reviewed your request
and have determined that only a portion of the Lumber Street Line falls within the
boundaries of the Illinois Coastal Management Program (ICMP) and that this
portion is consistent with the enforceable policies of the ICMP.”

(iv)  If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-
of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 US.C. § 10905 and
explain why.

The right-of-way may be suitable for alternative public use. BNSF contacted the

Chicago Plan Commission and Cook County, Planning and Development.

Energy

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
resources.

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of energy

resources.

(i)  Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

The proposed abandonment will not adversely affect the movement or recovery of

recyclable commodities.
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)

(iij)  State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease
in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

The proposed action will not result in an increase or decrease in overall energy

efficiency as there has been no traffic on the Line for over 10 years.

(iv)  If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage
of more than:

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B)  an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy
consumption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the
figure given.

The proposed abandonment will not result in a diversion of rail to motor carriage.
Air
(@) If the proposed action will result in cither:

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any
segment of the line affected by the proposal, or

(B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment,
quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions.

The proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified
thresholds for increased rail or truck traffic as outlined in (i) (A), (B} or (C)

above.

(ii)  If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the
Clean Air Act, and will result in either:

(A)  an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in
gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on
any segment of rail line,
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(6)

(B)  an increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured
by carload activity), or

(C)  an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of
the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment,
then state whether any expected increased emissions are within the
parameters established by State Implementation Plan. However, for a
rail construction under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505) or a
case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned
line, only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.

The proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified

thresholds in (i1} (A), (B) or (C) above.

(iii) If the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen
oxide and Freon) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the
Jrequency of service; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the
applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an
accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone depleting

materials.

Noise If any of the thresholds identified in item (5) (i) of this section are

surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause:

(7)

() an incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or

(ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify
sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement
communities and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the noise
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

Not applicable.

Safety

(i Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vehicle delay time at railroad crossings).

The proposed abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or public
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safety. There are twelve (12) active private at-grade crossings, twenty-three (23)
active public at-grade crossings, and one (1) active public over rail crossing on the

Line.

(i)  If hazardous materials are expected fo be transported, identify: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being
transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds;
safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record
(to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the
contingency plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of and
accidental release of hazardous materials.

The abandonment will not result in the transportation of hazardous materials.
(iii)  If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have
been known hazardous material spills on the right-of-way, identify the location

of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.

There are no known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known

hazardous material spills on the right-of-way.

Biological Resources

() Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state
whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or

threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe
the effects.

BNSF does not believe that the proposed abandonment will have an adverse effect
on endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat.
BNSF contacted the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Chicago 1llinois Field Office

(“USFWS"), in reference to this proposed abandonment.

Cathy Pollack, with USFWS, replied in an e-mail dated November 27, 2012,
stating, “We have an on-line system where you will access our website, receive a

list of federally listed species for the county where the proposed project is to
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occur, and then using habitat information for the listed species, make an effects
determination.” BNSF generated and reviewed the list of Federally Endangered,
Threatened, and Candidate Species for Cook County, Illinois and determined that
the abandonment project will have “no effect” on listed species, their habitats, or
proposed or designated critical habitat. A copy of BNSF’s self-assessment is

attached as Exhibit D.

(i)  State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or
JSorests will be affected, and describe any effects.

BNSF does not believe that any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State
parks or forests will be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment. By
letters dated November 21, 2012, BNSF contacted the Bureau of Land
Management, Eastern States Office and the National Park Service, Midwest
Region in reference to the proposed abandonment. As of the date of this report,
neither agency has replied to our inquiry. Copies of the letters are attached as

Exhibit E.

Water

' Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether
the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water
quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

By letters dated November 21, 2012, BNSF contacted the US EPA, Region 5, and

the Illinois Office of Water Resources regarding this proposed abandonment.

James P. Casey, ICMP Federal Consistency Coordinator, Illinois Department of
Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources, replied in a letter dated January 3,

2013, stating, “We have reviewed your request and have determined that only a

9 STB Docket AB 6 (Sub. No.487X)



portion of the Lumber Street Line falls within the boundaries of the Illinois
Coastal Management Program (ICMP) and that this portion is consistent with the
enforceable policies of the ICMP.” As of the date of this report, the US EPA
Region 5 has not responded to our inquiry. Copies of the letters are attached as
Exhibit F.

(i)  Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344)

are required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or
100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

BNSF is confident that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be
adversely affected by the proposed abandonment. By letter dated November 21,
2012, BNSF contacted the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District in
reference to the proposed abandonment. As of the date of this report, the agency

has not responded to our inquiry. A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit G.

(iii)  State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental
protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits are
required).

By letters dated November 21, 2012, BNSF contacted the US EPA, Region 5, and

the Tllinois Office of Water Resources regarding this proposed abandonment.

James P. Casey, ICMP Federal Consistency Coordinator, IHinois Department of
Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources, replied in a letter dated January 3,
2013, stating, “We have reviewed your request and have determined that only a
portion of the Lumber Street Line falls within the boundaries of the Illinois

Coastal Management Program (ICMP) and that this portion is consistent with the
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enforceable policies of the ICMP.” As of the date of this report, the US EPA
Region 5 has not responded to our inquiry. Copies of the letters are attached as
Exhibit F.

(10) Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

BNSF does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed
abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions. BNSF will, of
course, consult (as required) with any recipients of this Environmental Report regarding
appropriate mitigation actions and will comply with those mitigation actions required by

the Board.
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HISTORIC REPORT
(49 C.F.R. § 1105.8)

(1) Proposed Action and Alfernatives. Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed
action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) proposes to abandon: (1) approximately 0.50 miles
of track (“Sangamon Street Line”) from south of Western Avenue Yard at 16" Street
(Station 186+79) and extending to the red board south of Cullerton Street (Station
163+50) and (2) approximately 0.60 miles of track (“Lumber Street Line™) from West
Cermak Road, at the Colonial Brick switch (Station 157+65), and extending to the end of
the line on Lumber Street (Station 197+81), in Chicago, Cook County, Iliinois

(collectively, the “Line”). A map of the project area is attached as Exhibit A.
BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project is as follows:

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties and one bridge.

The railroad right-of-way, ballast and culverts will remain in place.

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. With the
use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right-of-way, the rails and related
steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other metal parts) are removed.
Next the wooden ties are raised from the ballast with a tool designed for minimum
disruption of ground material. The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1)

good quality ties that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be



sold to lumber dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into

railcars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site.

The culverts, ballast and right-of-way will remain intact so as not to alter the prevailing
waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are required to limit
their activities to the width of the right-of-way and not to place fills or other material in
water bodies, including inland waterways. When the salvage process is complete,

waterflows in the area should not be disrupted.

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt or
concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also dismantled and

removed.

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail material
salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage confract includes
detailed information on any environmental or historical conditions recommended by the
Office of Environmental Analysis (“OEA™) and imposed by the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB”) in the final decision. Completed work is independently inspected by a
BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance with BNSF standards of

quality and all contractual obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable.

The Line has had no local traffic in over 10 years. The Line is stub-ended and, therefore,
not capable of handling overhead traffic. Because of the lack of traffic on the Line, only
very limited maintenance has been performed on the Line for some time. Therefore, the
proposed abandonment will have no impact on rail freight operations and maintenance

practices on the Line.



The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and forego the

opportunity costs from salvaging the Line.

HISTORIC REPORT

1 A US.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn fo scale and sufficiently
detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action)
showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate
dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the
proposed action.

The required topographic map is attached to this Report as Exhibit A.

2. A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the extent
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding
area
The subject Line extends: (1) approximately 0.50 miles (“Sangamon Street Line™) from

south of Western Avenue Yard at 16™ Street (Station 186+79) to the red board south of Cullerton

Street (Station 163+50) and (2) approximately 0.60 miles (“Lumber Street Line™) from West

Cermak Road, at the Colonial Brick switch (Station 157+65), to the end of the line on Lumber

Street (Station 197+81), in Chicago, Cook County, Illinois. The right-of-way varies in width

from 25 to 200 feet. There are no federally granted rights of way involved.

3. Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad
structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately

surrounding area.

There is one bridge on the Line as follows:

1) Bridge at Station 186+79 — 108’ long, 16 high, built in 1908

Sce Exhibit H, attached photographs.



4. The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major
alterations, to the extent such information is known.

There is one bridge on the Line as follows:

1) Bridge at Station 186+79 — 108’ long, 16 high, built in 1908

See Exhibit H, attached photographs.

5 A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of
what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action.

On February 12, 1849 — Incorporated (IL) as Aurora Branch Railroad Company.
June 22, 1852 — Name changed to Chicago and Aurora Railroad Company. July 9, 1856 —
Consolidation of The Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company and the Central
Military Tract Railroad Company formed The Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Rail Road
Company. June 24, 1864 — Consolidation of The Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Rail
Road Company and the Peoria & Burlington Rail Road Company formed Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company, also known as the “Burlington Route” (“CB&Q”).
1901 — Great Northern Railway Company and Northern Pacific Railway Company jointly
acquired control of CB&Q. On March 2, 1970, CB&Q merged into the Great Northern
Pacific and Burlington Lines, Inc., pursuant to an Agreement of Merger dated as of January
26, 1961 (“Burlington Merger Agreement”). A Certificate of Amendment of Certificate of
Incorporation of Great Northern Pacific and Burlington Lines, Inc., dated February 12, 1970,
was filed in the office of the Secretary of State of Delaware on March 2, 1970, and the name
of the company changed to Burlington Northern Inc. (“BNI”). BNI changed its name to
Burlington Northern Railroad Company (“BNRR™) in 1981. BNRR merged with The

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company in 1996 to become The Burlington



Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company, which name was changed to BNSF Railway

Company in 2005.

6. A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic.

Documents in BNSF's possession concerning this abandonment may include alignment
maps showing the right-of-way and/or station maps. These documents are too large for practical
reproduction in this report, but can be furnished upon request, if they are available.

7. An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to
whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological
resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and
the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities).

BNSF contacted the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency (“SHPQO”) in reference to the
proposed abandonment. By letter dated September 5, 2012, Anne E. Haaker, Deputy State
Historic Preservation Officer stated, “Based upon the information provided, no historic

properties are affected. We, therefore, have no objection to the undertaking proceeding as

planned.” The letter is attached as Exhibit 1.

8. A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions
(naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of
resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes}, and the
surrounding terrain.

The Line was disturbed during original construction by cuts and fill and any
archaeological resources that may have been located in the proposed project area would

have been affected at that time. Qur records do not indicate any environmental conditions

that might affect the archaeological recovery of resources.



9. Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer
may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad
owned properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-
way: photographs of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad
right-of-way (or other public rights-of-way adjacent fo the property) and a written
description of any previously discovered archeological sites, identifying the location
and type of the site (i.e. prehistoric or native American).

If any additional information is requested, BNSF will promptly supply the necessary

information.






{l _ +__ I = A
CTTUE B SO SO 5.8
3 |

| A\
ik | - w
_.a 18 E.-ﬂ.u..:l... e ..ﬁ. S_v_..l.w.;..w :H 3 i H .
v \ o8 &
il ol A SNBSS | g= : mm
;| HADFS | ‘ W W, .l 8 i 18 Exﬁ&.. Ok
23 SO oo cdme B ve LW ¥ %
= __. _ i8N é‘ﬁu .ﬂ.tuﬂ: Ty gy

.. u
— .r.«rtf« | S T — S 1A SALLE ST

I

_ w\.-‘.‘:i*u s

A YIS MINNTS

W‘LLEM‘_"_&T

wamon

-

|
L

| 34V TPV S

[us sinagll S AR M_..w

18 MOSHIIS ||

W wiAE T

m.....{-.!.rn.s 5

it
|
" worsnsT |

S MCHiaRT

i | m
L] _H |,
| | | N | h..:._{:ia
1 -l
—
. I % »al i MM . ' i 18 ]S
lis€8 - s _Lydgs B =y |
=ne-8-8- 8 ' " . =8 i
ol L ,_mm _ Sig | I
i i _ “M __ _m 1% SN S
JHee It = : =Y O e &
3
| ¥

[‘:
E 1
-
-
_-
-
T
Id =
-
]
e
-
i)







dohn A, Sims, G BNSF Railway Company
Paralegal - 2500 Lou Menk Dive—AOB-3
Law Department Fort Worth, Texas 76131:2628
A8l 817-352+2376
fax 817-352-2397
Ermail - john\s!ms'_@bn skicom

RALLEWVAY

November 21, 2012

Chicago Plan Commmission
City Halt

121 N. LaSalle Sirast
Chicago, Hiinols 680602

Re: STB:Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 487X); BNSF Railway Company —
Abandomment Exemption — in Cook County, lllinais

BNSF Railway Company ('BNSF") anticipates filing in the near future a Notice of
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-
referenced docket to abandon approximately 0.50 miles of track (“Sangamon Street
Line") beginning south of Western Avehue Yard at 16" Street (186+79) up to the red
board south of Cuflerton Street (163+50)-and abandon approximately 0.60 miles of track
{(“Lumber Sfrest Ling”) between Cermak Avenue, from the Colenial Brick switch
{157+65), and the end of the line on Lumber Street (197+81), in-Chicago, Cook County,
Iinois.

As part of the environmental report; BNSF is required to coritact you to determing if the
proposed.abandonment is consistent with existing land use plans. if'applicable; please
describe any inconsisiencies.

Your assessment and comments are respectfully requested. For your reference a map
of the subject railroad fine Is enclosed. Please provide your response 1o me at the
address above, if at all possible, by January 18,2013. You may contact me by email or
phone with any questions or concerns. Thank you in -advance for your time and
contribution.

Sincerely,
John A, Sims, CP
Paralegal

Enclosure as stated

cc via email:  Tyler White ~ BNSF — tyler.white2@bnsf.com
Karl Morell — Ball Janik LLP — kmorell@blip.com
Mark Norton — BNSF — mark.norton@hbnst.com
Mike Yueh — BNSF — michael. yuen@bnsf.com




JohiA: Sims, CP BNSF Railway Company
Paralagsf 2500:Lou Menk Drive ~AOB:3
Law Dapartitent FortWorth, Texas 761312828

tel 817-352-2376.

fax 817-352.2397

Email - john:sims@bnst.coim

Novambar 21, 2012

Cook County

Planning and Deveiopment

69 W. Washington, Suite 2000
Chicago, Hlinois 60602

Re: STB Docket No, AB 6 (Sub-’N‘o 487X); BNSF Railway Company ~
Abandonment Exemption = in Cook County, liilnois

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) anticipates filing in the near future a Notice of
Exemption seeking Sutface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-
referenced docket fo abandon approximately 0.50 mxles of track (“Sangamon Street
Line"} beginning south of Western Avenue Yard at 16" Street (1 86+79) up to thé red
board souith of Cullerton Street (183+50) and abandon approximately 0.80 miles of track
{("Lumber Street Ling”) between Cermalk Avenue, from the Colonial Brick switch
(157+65), and the end of the fine on Lumber Street (197+81), in Chicago, Cook County,
IHinois.

As part of the environmental report, BNSF is required to contact you to determine if the
proposed abandonment is-consistent with existing land use plans. If applicable, please
describa any inconsistencies.

Your assessment and comments are respectfully requested. For your teference a map
of the subject railroad line is enciosed. Please provide your response to me at the
address above, if at all possible, by January 18, 2013. You may contact me by email .or
phone with any guestions or concemns. Thank you in advance for yourtime and
contribution.

Sincerely,
John A. Sims, CP
Paralegal

Enclosure as sfated

ct via email:  Tyler White — BNSF - tyler.white2@bnsf.com

Karl Morell — Ball Janik LLP — morell@bﬂlﬁ com
Mark Norton.— BNSF = mark.norfon

Mike Yuen ~ BNSF — michael yuen@bnsf.cam







United States Departmaent of Agricuiture

GNRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
2118 West Patk Court

Chamipaign; IL. 61821

Phong: 217/363-6800

Fax: 217/353-8675

December 7, 2012

Mr. John A. Sims, Paralegal
BNSF Railway

2500 Lou Menk Drive—AQB-3
Fort Worth TX 76131-2828

BNSF Railway Company - Abandonment.Exemption —ih Cook County, 1L
Dear Mr. Sims:
We tave reviewed the proposed project as requested.

The propesed track abandonment would be confined to an existing urban rail corridor. it will
have no impact on prime or important farmiands.

Sincerely,

VAN N. DOZIER
State Conservationist

{oles

Don McCalion, ASTC, USDA-NRGS, 3605 N, IL Rotte 47,.Suite G, Morris; IL 60450

W Randy Edwards, DC, USDA-NRCS< 1201 8. Gougar Road, New Leno¥, IL. 60451

Dr.. Sam Indorante, Acting SS8, USDA-NRCS, 148 East Pleasant Hill Road, Suite 1085,
Carbondale, IL 62903 _

Tirm Prescott, Resource Inventory Specialist, USDA-NRCS, 2918 W. Park Court, Champaign, IL
81821 -

TP:BNSFRailwayCompany-AbandomentExemption_CookCounty

The Natural Resources Cinservation Service provides leadership ina partnership €ffort to help people
congerve; malritain, and improve our niatural resources and environment.

Ao Ervoil Oy novtanibe Brosddac snd S aintiar






MEMO

TO: Surface Transportation Board, Office of Environmental Analysis
FROM: John Sims, Paralegal
BNSF Railway Company
DATE: November 29,2012
RE: STB Docket No: AB 6 (Sub-Ne. 487X); BNSF Railway Company -

Abandonment in Cook County, lllinois
Section 7 Endangered Species Act Consultation

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) anticipates filing in the near future a Notice of
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-
referenced docket to abandon approximately 0.50 miles of track (“Sangamon Street
Line") beginning sotith of Westetn Avenue Yard st 16" Street (186+79) up v the red
board south-of Culferton Street (163+50) and abandon approximately 0.60 miles of track
(“Lumbgr Street-Line”) between Cermak Avenue, from the Colonial Brick switch
{157+65), and the end of the line:on Lumber Sireet (197+81), in Chicago, Cook County,
Hlinois.

As part of the tequisite environmental report that is prepared and filed with the STB,
BNSF needs toknow: 1) whether or not there are any endangered orthreatened species,
wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, or areas designated as critical habitat adjacént to of-iear
the Hne, and 2} if so, what-effects the proposed action miay Have on same.

BNSF seiit aletfer to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“FWS”) and received a reply e-
mail froim Cathy Pollack with FWS, dated November 27, 2012 (attached). Ms. Pollack
directed BNSF to FWS’ Web site where BNSF could locatea list of federally listed
species for the county: where the proposed project is to occur and then using habitat
information for the listed species make an-effects determination.

The pioposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails, ties and one bridge.

BNSF reviewed the FWS technical assistance Web site on November 29, 2012, for
federally listed threatened and endangered species, BNSF generated a list of Federally
Endangered, Threatened, and Candidate Species for llinois County (see attached list,
specifically Cook County).

The mﬂs ties, and one bridge that will be salvaged on this rail line are located within the
¢ity streets of downtown Chicago and there are no bodies:of water Jocated on this line.
Therefore, BNSF concludes this abandonment project will have “no effect” on listed
‘species, theirhabitats, or proposed or designated critical habitat,



Sims, John A

From: Pallack, Cathy <cathy_pollack@tws.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, Novembaet 27, 2012 1:56 PM

Tao! Sims, John A

Subject: STB Docket No. AB 6 {Sub-No. 487X);BNSF Railway Company - Abandonmetit Exemption in
Caoek County, lHlinois

Attachments: Standard Operatmg Pracedure Secﬁon 7 pd! Fiow chart pdf Basic Steps pdf

Breakdown. pdf When to contact FWS pdf BA Format and checklist. pdi

Good Afternoon Mi. Sims,

‘We-are in receipt of your letter dated November 21, 2012 requesting information regarding federally listed
specios and your proposed project. We have an on-line systémi where you will accéss our website, recéive a list
of federally listéd species for the county where the proposed project is to oceur, and then using habitat
information for the listed species, make an effects determination. Thete are three possible determinations that
you can make. 1) No effect, 2) may affect, but not likely to adversely affect..., or 3): may affect and is likely to
adversely affect... Please review the attached documents along with our website. The first document provides
information on how to aceess our website. [Fafter your review of the attachments and our website, you believe
you néed fuither clification or have any additional questions, feel free to call or email.

Thank you;.
Cathy Pollack

Cathy. Pollack

U.8. Fish-and Wildlife Service
1250 South Grove, Suite 103
Barrington, Illinots 60010
847-381-2253, X28
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Standard Operating Procédures |
Determining If Your Proposed Project Will Have:

“No Effect” on Federal Listed Species or “May Affect” Federal Listed Species

1) Ge to wanv.fivs.goy

2) in the “Regional Boundaries™ box select “Midwest:(Region 3)*
3) Inleft hand menu select “Ecological Species™

4) In the next lefthand menu select “Endangered Species™

3} Scroll down and:select the green shaded box entitled “Seetion 7 Technical
Assistance”

6) Here you can access any-of the website contents:

Website Conténts

. Step-by-step instructiony for the section 7¢a)(2) consultation
p:'ﬁcess.
o Species’ County Lists - all endangered, thieatened, propesed, &

candidate speciés, and proposed & designated critical habitat

. Species Hife history information
s Species-speeific $7 guidanee and conservation measures
¢ Example letters for docwmenting "nd éffeet” and requesting

concurrence with a finding of "riot likely to adversely aftect.”
7y ‘Orat bottom of screen select “Proceed to stép by step instiuctions”
8) ‘ST Consultation Technical Assistance
Step-by-Step Insiructions
Overview
9) At boltom of sereen select “Next”

10) At bottom of screen seleet “Next (Step 1)”

I1) Seleet“Species List” to determine what-iiay be present in yourspecific county



Basic Steps for Project Proponents

1) Determine which county your project is located,
2) Gotothe "speciés list” for the county where the project is located..

3) Become familiar with the habitat for each species that may be located at your
project site (from #2.above). Usethe "Species Information Pages” on the website for
this Do not use the habitat description for species off of the *county [ist” (too
.llmlted)

4). Asgess the habitat within fhe action.area (sometimes, but nat always, the same as
the project area) of the proposed project and determine whether implementing this
project would: nnpacl habitat of the species listed from the county.

In other words; is there any habitat in the gction area that could be habitat for the
federal species listed from the county where the project is located.



Specific terms, definitions, eritetia and wording for use in section 7 consultation documents,
Doug Laye - Eastern idahe Field Office - June 2008

. Effects " Effét_:ts | Action Needed
CEfe":f. Sub - C"“e;g “fesjfgjgf;;‘;g“ﬁ;’“ M Mbeterminationi |. by Action . |. Response from FWS
ategory category legory Q -wording/phrase:}  Agenecy:: | " :
' No Effect | ) »
' “Action won't pose any effects o listed
Definition - species or desighated critical habitat.” Dogument
EN—— e, e o Ftpes Fafionale for
‘.P;?pose‘(i:; (Remermibér that effects are measured af the individual No Effect -(NE} | findings in project None
aclion W'. Seals not population scate. And don'tforget fo consider ' file '
not affect whether any effects sould ogcurthrough sn indirect :
listed methanisi e.g. changes i I{s habitat, efc.)
species
“Eifects.on listed species.are expected fo be
discountable, insignificant.or beneficial”
After informal
| Discountable = those effects that are extremely o PR : . e e
SRS consultation. If the FWS agrees with
1 May Affect| Mayaffect - unlikely to occur. Based on best judgment SRV S solion shene s
| Rad - Not Likely to & person would not expect discountable d1scgsg?g§ ;{‘d _:: fggfee’;qynsd
s Ad I effects to otcur May affect - Not preparation o a _assessmen: and
Definition - b V?‘;ﬁ% Ly aYLa ?Ct o biological determinations - they
Aproposed | AFRCHNLAA) | o inean = hased on bestjudgment, a person A kel Xff o | assessmenton | issuea concurrence
action that would ot be able to meaningfully versely Affe impactstothe | letter. IFFWS does not
may pose mieasure, detect, urevaloats insignificant (NLAA) species - request | concur, disoussions and
any effect to effects. Insignificant effects should never a-conclrrence consultation hetween
listed reach the level where take™ ocours letter from the agencies continues
‘species or | : ‘ _ _ _ FWs
designated | Bengficial = are contémporanesus posifive effects
critical ' “without any adverse effeste fevern short
habitat , ferm) to the species:
e O e BTN T e v
et Winfmninat | 1SSUSE DiOlogical opirion,
May Affect - _ _ o May Affect - - igggéggﬁg;? and if adverse effects are
Likely to Any adverse effect that Is-not insignificant or Likely to re uest formal likely to resultin Take* -
Adversely discoiintable fsee definitivhs above] Adve:rseiy‘f\ﬁ‘éct _ Gongultatién- ffom | issue an Incidental Take |
. Affect (LAA) - {LAA) the PWS Statement with Terms.
and Candrttons

* Fake (Section 9.of the Act) i defiried 25 "1 havess, harm, pursue, liunt, shool, wounci kn}, irep, captyre or colfect, orto attefnpt o engage in any such condict. Hard is further defined by fhe Service (50 CFR,
§17:3) toinciudle significant habitat modification or degradation that results indeath or injury to listed spedies by sxgmﬁcantlyimpamng éssendial behaviorat patierns, including breeding, jeeding, orshelierng.

Harass js-difined by the Servige (50 CFR, §17.3 ) as an intentional or neghgent act or omission whlch creates the likelihgod of injury-fo-wildifie by annoying it o such an extent a6 to significantty disnupt norrial
behavior patiernswhich mclude. bt are not limited to, breeding, feeding, orsheltering..




Protection of Plants under the ESA

Endangered Threatened
Section $ | Unlawfulto: i ' 1 Unlawful fo -
» Importinto or export from the U.S. » lmpart into or export from the U.S.
+« Remove and reduceto possession from = Removeand reduce 1o possession from
areas under Federal jurisdiction areas under Federal jurisdiction
» Maliciously damage or destroy on argas » Deliver, received, carry, transpott, or ship
under Federat jurisdiction iy interstate or for.e'igﬂ commerce, by-any
« Reriove, cut, dig up, or damage or- destroy in means whatseever and inthe course of a
knowing violation of any state law-or _ commercial activity _
regulation orinthe course of any violation of « Sell or offer for.sale in-interstate. or
astate criminal trespass law forgign commerce
« Deliver, received, carry, transport; or shipin )
interstate or foreign commerce, by any Ref; 80 CFR17.71
means whatsoever and in the course of a
gomrnercial activity
 Sell or offer forsale in interstate or foreign
commerce
'Ref: ESA, asamended, section 9(a}{2)
| -B0CFR17.61 _ N
Section'7 | Subject to full consultation requzrements for any tederal acttvxty thai may affect endangered or .
| threatened species. Standard for jeopardy determination is identical to wildlife. However, no incidental
take staterent is prowded (even foractivities on Federal Land.) Use standard plant paragraph for
- - biological opinions in Section 7. Handbook, page 4-47.
‘Bection 10

-» ‘Section 10(@}(1)(A) permits (or State authorization under 50 CFR 17, B1{c)2) or 17.71(b))
‘nesded for scientific or enhancement of sUrvival activities that involve removal and reduction to
possession from Federaklands.

. Sectlon 10(3)(1)(8) permrts do notinclude listed plants. However, applicants are encouraged to
consider impacts on plants because intra-Service section 7 consultation on the permit
appiscatlen must consider whether issuance of the permit will, directly or indirectly, jeopardize

any listed plants. Refi HCP Handbook, page 3-8




When to contact FWS?
If species of critical habitat may. be affected, consultation with the Service is required.

Onee a species list is obtainéd oi verified as accurate, Federal agencies need to determine
whether theiractions may affect any of those species or their critical habitat. 1f no species.
or their eritical habitat are affected, no further consultation is requiied. If species or
eritical iabitat may be affected, consultation with the Service is required. This
consultation will conclude either informally with written concurrence from the Séivice of
through formal consultation with a biological opinion provided to the Federal ageney.
From Step 1:

» If suitable habitat is present, and no other data indicate species or critical habitat
are absent, conclude "species or critical habitat may be present” and proceed fo
Step 2.

» 1f suitable habitat is present, and no other data indicafe speciés or critical habitat
are-absent; you may conduct a survey to determine whether listed species or
critical habilat-are present. Please contact the Ecological Serviees Field Office
nearest the praject For more inforination.

From Step 2 (contact FWS for half of Step 2/ may affect)
> It data indicate the species-and habitat may vespond upon exposuie, o if data are
equivacal or lacking to justify a determination of "no effect”, conclude "may
affect” and progeed to Step 3.

¥ Ifsurveys are tacking, it may be- appropriate to-conduct surveys to determine
‘whether listed species are present. Please contact the Ecological Serviees Field
Office neavest the project for mote information.

From Step 3: {contact FWS ifyou are at Step 3)
Specifically, you are-assessing whther the Speciés/critical habitat is "not fikely to be
adversely affected” or "likely to be adversely affected."

Using the website in no way preciudes project propengiits frony recgiving personal
assistance from our Ecological Services Field Offices. If at anytime additional
information is needed or you want personal assistance, you may contact nie
(mdn pollackd@fws.gov or 847-381 2253, ex. 28).
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Northeastern Yllinois Counties and the possible Federal Listed Species
(current-as of 03/15/2011) Please ¢heck every 90 days

Cook County

Piping plover (Charadrins melodus) — endangered

Eastern Massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus) — candidate

Hine's emerald dragonfly (Semdtochiora hinieard)— endangered
Hine’s emerald dragonfly (Somatochlora hineana) - critical habitat
Eastern prairie Tringed orvchid (Platanthera lencophaea) — threatened
Leafy-prairie clover (Duleq foliosa) — endangered

Medd's millkweed (Aselepias meadii) — threatened

Prairie bush ¢lover (Lespideza leprostachya) - threatened

DuPage County
Eastern Massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus) —candidate

Hine’s emerald dragonfly (Somatochlora hineana) — endangered
Hine's emerald dragonfly (Somatoehlora hineana) — critical habitat
Eastern prairie-tringed archid (Plataiithera letcophaea) - thneatened
Leafy-piaitie clover (Daled foliosd) — endangered

Mead"s mitkweed (Asclepias méadii) ~ threatened

Praivie bush-clover (Lespideza leptostuchyd) - threatened

Kane County 7
Eastern prairie fringed-orchid (Platanthera leucophaea) — threatened
Sheepnose mussel (Plethobasus cyplyis) - candidate

Ptpmg plover ({, “haradyius melodusy - endangered

Piping plover (Charadrius melodus) —critical habitat

Lastern Massasauga (Sisprurus cigenatys) — candidate

K'unel b!ue huttel fly (Lycaeadev meh.ssa samuehs} end'mgu ed

I?1tche_z_ 8 tlnst.l.e (Cmr_wz: /mchef r)_ _t!ue'\icned

MeHenry Couiity _ ,
Bastern prairie fringed orchid (Platantheva leiicophaeda) — threatened
Prairie bush clover (Lespideza leptostachya) - threatened

will County

Hine’s emerald dragonfly (Somutochlory hineanay — endangered
Hine's emerald dragonfly {(Somatochlora hisearnia)— critical habitat
Eastern Massasauga (Sistrurus catenditus)-— candidate

Sheepnose mussel (Plethobasus cyphyus) - candidate

Spectaclecase mussel (Canberlandia mépodorita) — candidate
Eastern prairic ringed orchid (Platanthera lencophaed) — Hireatened
Lakeside daisy (Hymenapsis herbaced) - threatened

Leafy-praitie clover (Daleu foliosa) — endangered

Mead®s inilkweed (Asclepias meadii) — threaténed.




Website Breakdown

Using the website in no way précludes project proponents from receiving personal
assistance from-our Ecological Services Field Offices. [Fat anytiime additional
information {s needed or you want personal assistance, you may coulact me at
(cathy_pollack@fws.gov or 847-381-2253, ex. 28).

Step 1: “No effect™ or “May affect” (90-95%/ Maost ruled out in Step 1)

- this step you will determine whethier a listed or proposed species or designated or
proposed eritical habitat may be present within the action area.

Check the Tllinois county. species. list

Check the species life history information pages

If you have a HUD, pipeline; telecommunication project, oryour project is within
adeveloped area, thén... '

v VY

hd

If'suitable habitat is not present in the agtioi ares, conclude “species and critical
habitat net present” and docuntent your finding: No finther consultation is
mqmred This is'a “no.effeet” determination.

s if'suitable habitat is present, but data (6.g. surveys) indicate species and critical
habitat are absent fiom thie action area; conclude *species and eritieal habitat not
present” and document your finding. No further consultation required. Thisisa
“yio effect” defermination

» [fsuitable habitat is present,and no other data indicate species or evitical habitat
arc absent, conclude “species or critical habitat imay be present’™ and proceed to
Step 2 (within FWS-websité). This is a “may affect” determination

» If‘ suitable habitat is present,.and no O'the'r'dqta in'dicate hpccies or cliticai' ﬁabitat

or _mcat_ .habltaE are p_xes.ent. }’ie._’_tse e_cmtact the Ecalo ieal Semces .I‘le. .d C}fﬁce
nearest the project for more infermation,

Step 20 *No effect” or “May affect”
i step 1, you defined your action area and coneluded that a listed resourge "may be
present.”

Lii this step, you will determine whether your project "may affect” species or critical
habitat. There are two possible determinations in-this step: "no effect” or “mity atfect."
To dssist with making this defermination, we suggest the following:

e Describe the propased action. 1 your description, identify the timing, location,
and when applicable, the frequency and intensity, of the proposed action;

o Determine whether fisted resources will be expiosed to-the proposed action or to
any of the environmental ehanges that are likely to eccur, You should assess the
potential forthé action to affect any life stage of the species.

# 1f species or eritical habitat will not be‘exposed directly or indirectly to the
proposed action of any resufting environmental changes, con¢lude "no
effect™ and document, your: ﬁndin’g. No furthier cansultation required.




# If species or critical habitat may be.exposed, continue.

Dsteriting if those species-or-eritical habitat exposed will respond upon

exposure. Review the perlinent species inforimation page and review other
relevant sswces of information (e.g.. conduct a Literature search for the specific
stregssoror environmental change to which the specics will be exposed).

¥ [fthe best available-data indicate that the species-and eritical habitat will
not respond in any manner; conclude "né effect™ and document your
finding. No fuither consultation required.

¥ 1f data indicate the species and habitat may respond upon exposute, or if
datd are equivocal or lacking to justify a determination of "no-effeet”,
conclude Ymay affeet” and proceed to Step 3,

Step 3: Detenming whether listed or proposed species or designated or propesed eritical
habitat may be adversely affected.

In Step 2, you determined that a-species or critical habitat may be exposed and may
respond in someway to the proposed action or the environmiental changes likely to result
frowi the proposed action. The next step is describing the.manner in which the listed
resources will 1espond Specifically, you are assessing whether the speciesferitical habitat
is "not likely to be adversely affected" ar "likely to be adversely affected.” Consider
the following in making your finding:

When you are basing your determivation on effects to the species’ habitat rather
than to the species itself, you need to conduct @ two-part assessment: ()

detetmine how the habitat will fespond to thé proposed action, for example,

changes in habitat quality, quantity, availability or distribution; and (2)assess
how the-species isiexpected to-respend fo these habitaf chan ges.

C: itica!‘ 1’*zab"itat mla!yﬁes ?ocus on Emw thé picﬁté'Seéi action will affect the

An action warvants a "mav {szw.t not llkciy to be adversely affected" finding
when its effects are wholly beneficial, insignificant or discountable. Note: The
thieshold for a "likely to adversely affect” determination isan adverse effect 1o
ane or more individuals. Adverse effects can eccur even if'take is unlikely.

» fthe listed resource is likely torespond in only 4 benefieial manner,
conclude *"not likely to adversely affect"” and submit your finding and
supporting rationale to the-appropriate ES Field Office and request
concurrence, '

5 it thelisted resowrce is likely to respond in a negative manner but such
résperises are sxpected to be insignificant, conclude "not fikely to
adversely affeet™ and submit your finding and supporting rationale g the
appropiiate ES: Pield Office and request concimrence.

If'the listed resource is likely to respond 1 a negative manner but the
likelihood of either exposure-or such a response is discountable, then
conclade "not likely to adversely affect” and submit your-finding-and
suppo:tmg, rationale to the-appropriate ES Field Office and request
concurence,

v



If you cannot conelude that the response will be wholly beneficial, insignificant,
or discotnitable, check the Species-Specific Section 7 Guidance and Congervation

_Measu: esto dctel mi’ne w’hether fhu'e are any measures that may be implemented

*

¥ If you modify your ploposcd act:on to inchude conservation measures to
.nnplemant ASSESS how exposm‘e and tc‘;pmlse are amaczpaled fo char;ge
xdcnnfy the Speci;hc conservation feasyres you intend to mcou;pm_ate arid
their associated biological consequences,

If you cannot conclude that the rcspﬁn‘se“will'be wholly beneficial ar insignificant,

or that the exposure o response i§ discountable, contact the appropriate- ES Field
Qffice foi* assistance.



Format for

Astachment A

Biological Evaluations - NEPA Categorical Exclusions and EAs
and Biological Assessments - NEPA EISs

The foltowing is provided as « recommiended guideline, altliongh inforsiation should be
presentediit the order identified below. As projects vary in-complexity, it is.anticipated that the
BE7Bas may vary. Developuient of the BE/BA mey not occuirin the foriar order: Rather, itis
aicipaied that as additionat. information becomes.available during the crafting of the BE/BA,
the appropriate sections will be modified. Federally furided or permitted exploratory activities
thett may affeet listed species and take place priorio. projeet implementation nist undergo

section 7 eonsultation,

Cover Pa__g__ef Name of project, location (¢ity, county, gtc.), and date,

Table of Contents (ail pages miust be numbered)

A, Executive Suiimary

1. Bricf summary'of project (2 or 3 sentences).
2. In tabular format, identify the species, critical-habitat, EFH; status, and effeets )
determinations, If “io gffect”, include a brief paragraph for each species (these will

not be addressed again.) For example:

_ SPECIES LISTING STATUS DETERMINATION
Eight-toed salamander Endangered Not likely to adversely-affect
Eight-toed salansander critical habitat | Designated Not:likely to-adversely affect
Salt marsh treefrog. Threatened. 1ileely o Adversely Affect
Speckled Thistle ' Threatened | Na effect

B. Project Deseription

1. Loeation: Deséribe construction boundary, mileposts, State, county, TRS (include
GPS coordinates if available). Include vicinity map {all maps and photographs-niust be-
first generation copies, legible-dnd ata scale to be meaningful to-the description of the

activity).

2. Definition of Action Area: All
areas affected. directly or ndirectly by
the Federal dction and not iiferely tlie

immediate area inve ved in the action.

matemfs soues, wa_s_te Siieﬁ,
ntitigation gites, stockpiling areas,
stagingy-and fotations. A map is
helpfirl, everlaying the all-inclusive
action-area with species aid habitat
oeeurrences.

i

Quad B . Quad e %\L;

P

Lighting Effects

Project
Fmtprmt

s et

|
?
o,
L/
|/

o
.
Water-Qualily Pl

and Qﬂi‘ﬂt‘rt:\};

e N e
A o
- it
- . w""ﬁ

" Grapnd.
Disturbapea

“TAction Area



Attachment A

3. Praposed Action:

a. Describethe anticipatéd stéps involved in the action it expected ot logical
‘015&! and include diag,iams that are useﬂt[ I‘he intent of ihe i Gposcd acﬁon
F or cxampie 1. Dewatel by... L2 Removeeld bnc_ig_,e by...-‘. 3, Remeve-gid
abutments by... 4..Consiruet new abutments... 3. In-water equiptment will
be, ... §. Order of magnitude of quantities.., Include deseription of actions
for the entire action area (including interrelated and. interpedendent actions).
Describe criteria for offsite use areas which minimize potential effects. 1f the
‘contractor proposes an alternative construction method other than that
described in the BE/BA, concurrence Trom the Seivices is tequired.

b. Identify Best Management Practices (BMPs), Erosion and Sediment Control,
and other measures (i.¢. work windows, construction technigues, avoidance)
designed to mininiize effects in thig section.

<. Ifsideboards are used forancillary project consponents, either detail here or in
an appendix.

d.  Describe mitigation, monitoring, and reparting plan, as well 4s conservation
bank ¢iedits or mitigation sites,

{(NOTE: If therg are multiple alterinatives, different Impacts caused by each substantially
different alternative must be surveyed and detailed. A matrix is-often the best.method of
depicting multiple impatts and-alternatives, Ifthe inpacts-are the same for each
alternative, explain why there is.no difference. Al alternatives must be-addressed.)

C. Description of the species and their habitat

idf;ntify cach species and each critical habitat, Give brict rationales for“no effect™
species it it was not included in Executive Summary. Include the following for species.
with other determinations (repeat for each listed species and listed habitat):

N

9‘5

. Consultation with loeal Fish and Game and/or Natural Heritage database.

Literature reviews

Consultation with experts on species, as necessary

Descriptions of the species and general habitat requirements

Relationship of habitat in the project area to local populations

Map of the project aréa-at &n appropriate scale 16 show vegetation types and
important biclogical featuies; such as habitat for sensitive species, wetlands or
unique plant-assemblages

Photogi raphs keyed to locations labeled on the project map.

Species information in Action Area including survey protocol used, by whom, efe.
Identify-designated or proposed critical Habitat as separate listed entities. List the
primary constituent elements-and address the extent to which they are found in the
action area.



Attachiment A

D. Environmental Baseline

Describe the past.and present effects of human actions on the speciés or ctitical
habitat in the action area. Describe existing habitat conditions and species trends
in detail Use watershed analysis tram the BLM or Forest Service where
avatlable, Fish and Game, or any other available scientific or commercial
databases or information.

E. Effects of the Action: Include discussion of directand indirect effects relative 1o all species.

1. Direct Etfects. - Those effects caused directly by the proposed action (include
thoge based.on sideboatds). Provide the vationale for each detenmination.

2. Indireet Effects - Caused by or will result from the proposed action and ar¢
later in time, but are still reasonably-certain to oceur.

3. Cumulative Effects - Those effects of future State or private activities; not
Federal activilies, thatare réasonably certain to ocewr within. the action ar¢a.

E. Determination of Effect

Must include a clédr statement of effect for each species. Example: “We conclude that the Smith
Road Bridge Project may affect, but will nol likely adversely affect California red-legged frogs
because....” For feriestrial species and plants, sunimarize with a clear explanation leading to a
definitive staleinentof “may affect; but net likely t© adversely affect” (or whatever your
determination may be).

G. References and personal communications cited

Example-of citations used in 165t

Thie passive transport of imales has also been observed by Leslie Brown (Santee Nature

Center, personal communication) near Greenville, Oregon. Suecl a-ntating system would
maintain genetic diversity in the population only as long asitvemains connected (Smith
2001).

Example of Literature Citeds 7
Simith, D. M. 2001. Genetic subdivision and speciation in the western Nojth American
spotted snake complex, Thamnaphis punctatis, Evolution 4:29-35.

Example of Personal Cammuinications (must be documented):
Leslie Brown, Research Biologist

Smith Nature Center

4125 Willowtree Drive

Greenville, Orggon 85194

January 8, 2003 telephone communication {or email, site visit, €i¢)



Attachment A

BE/BA Ch'&CkﬁSt {For your-use fii checkinng your woik)

'I?'z‘t)'iect - Reviewer 3 . Date .

Cover Page: Name of plféj_éct, project and key mumbers, location (city, county)
. Tabile of Contenfs (all pages must be numbered)

A, ExecufiveSummary
1. Briefsummary of project (2 or 3 sentences)
2. Species Table with effect determinations
B. Project Deseription
1. Location: description and vicinity mayp
2.. Definjtion of Action Area. _
 List of all off-site use areas and locations.
3. Proposed Action: _
a. Detail how the action will oceur (ariﬁcipatéd' Steps and diagrams).
b. BMPs-and other-measures clcfslgncd e minimize effects.
¢. ‘Sideboards or project design criteria 7
d. Monitering and reporting, ptan/_Mmﬂ"z.tionlConse.rvaﬁ‘on Banks.

Hi

C. Description of each species and their habitat

1. Consultatioi with local Fish and Ganie and/or Natural Heritage database
Literature reviews

‘Corisultation with expens on species, as necessary

Descriptions of the species and general habitat requirements

Relationship of habitat in the-project area to local populations

Map of the project area at an appropriate scale

Photographs keyed to locations labeled en the project map.

Species information in Adtion Area mcludmg survey protocol used, by whont, etc
9. ldentify demgnated or proposed critical habitat

m

2

:&L‘

A

o

m‘:d

B. Environmental Baseline
. Detdiled descriptions
E. Effectsof the Action

1. Direct Effects
2. Indirect Effects
3. Cumulative Effects

F. Determination of Effect Project Description
A clear statement-of effect for each species

G. References and personal communications cited Project Description
Caorrectly Annotated



‘Endangered Speeies Act - Overview of the S7 Consultation Process Page 1 0f 1

Endangered Species

Tidwest

87 Consultation Techmical Assistance
Step-by-Step Instrictions

Overview

Context

TheEndangared Saecles &ctof 1973 (ESA} Tandatds 2 Federal d ts and aggncies to :«msewe ligted. spedies and Ao unilhzg ihiejr authierities furlherauce of
he purptses of. me ESA, The 54 provides spedﬁc mechanisms m atl s Jrgi

Tis one of those, Section 7.rsguizes that feéderal: auent[as devilgh

“a conservation prograd forlisted species:fie., Section 7{2)LL)) ‘ani that they aveid aﬂéns ha T Hftecies 24 1 thefr critieal haliat (e, Secilon 75a}

{2)). The sactian 7 constftation piotess descriid hereapplias o the-second requirement - Sedtion 7(3){2)

‘Section Faj{2) Randate

Seczlan 7{3](2) dliscls a&l Federal: ﬂgt’.nues 2 [sUye that any-action xhey authofize; fund, -oreanys Sk daes. ol jepprardizethe 4 exist fian-engasgerad oF
4 spedies ord d-dritlcai Tiahiat { ily; rafereed 1o-a5 ). The Implémeiith regulmrons, 50 CFR 462, spectfyhow
Fedetal-agancies are-to flfilt lheir semcn FEonsuitation requiremsits. ’

Section 7 {a}(?) Respansibilities
Under the implementing regulations {50 CFR 402}, Faiteral agencies ‘must review their actions and deteymifé whethes | thie dction aay Alfect fedaraly listed arid
préposed species orpruposed or designated coiticai habitat. To.accamplish this, meeral sgenkles, Must renuest: lom the Service a list.of species and critital hahitag that
ey b Tn Ehe prjz)ect Argaordtiey {an requestouttoncurrence with thele species f5t. The Service musl r.espond o eiihe cequest within-20 days.

onee a species list fsob\alned or. verified a5 dcourale, FedEral ag

1 needtoA heth

thelr actions, Tay aﬁect 20y, of. thnse Swecles orthelr critical haﬁi!«t.

filired, This constiiation
will mﬂtluﬁe evthgr lnfarmally \'ﬂiﬂ‘l vititter: cunwrrerg(_e from the Seevice or. through-fgral mnsui(ajinn sﬂth a h"o!nqjﬂl opimian provided A¢- e Federal agnnr.y

Rk, - flesE

http:/fwww . fws.gov/imidwest/endangered/section7/s7process/7a2process. html 11/29/2012,



USFWS; Endanigered Specics Act Section 7 Process Flow Chart

Page 1 of 1

Section 7 Consuliation Techitical Assisfanee

Step-by-Step Instructions
57 Process Flow Chart

bvbieRs 3 sténs;

idwast

“The Section 7{a){2) procgss consists of tvio phiases: Hifdrmalsnd foraidl consutation. FhiS Wab $eaddresses the Ioformal consultation phase: Infosmal.consultation

Stepl

Srep

Bleg 3

Tabitar:may be
% Present?

tiabitat irisy be
Affpcred?

habitar may be
adyersely
affected?:

Yes

ESFG

Submitrequesefor
Ferrnal consultaion’te

NOTEY IEatahyti

arditienat informath

raeshing perspnal assistance. frony.our Eoalogical SAGHHSS (EST Flsit Olles.

falllten

Spécieslentival

" Sprresferitical

" Spatissfention :

‘Ead

] Conclude oo
- efEect” and: éird
cénsultation

constitatin

Species.
Cengervation
Measvires

gl Submit rationals and.
regquesh concirence

16.ESFO

http:Awww, fws. govimidwest/endangered/section7/sTprocess/sstepxstep. html

(1 is: neetied or you. wank feesonal asSiTaNce, iy Mmay contecybd: Using this site-in no-wiay Freciudes project progonents fom.

11/2972012



Endangered Species Act: 87 Process - Step 1 Page 1 of 1

Endangered Species

-Midwest

Section 7 Technical Assistance:
Step-by-Step Instructions - Step 1

Forwind ansrgy profocis and projects installing towersthat Include use of guy wires or arg over 200 featin tefght, please.centact the fozitalesl Servces
fisld Ofiealorated 1h the stare wherd the projac Weisld scir for assisiaie, Forallslher peojects, éontinve iith Step 1.

Step . Daterming whether a listcd or proposed sgecies-or designated or proposed critical habitak may. beprasent within the action ares..

B Chei the €54

ko detérmine wWhekier any saecies or chilial il anay 5ié fregedt [ the tountiles) of Klie propaind project,

+ IF no' species or.critival habitat ds isted, tontiudie “rio spectet prasent; #nid docmiht your finding; Ho fusther Corsuitanion seiiired.

» ifany speciesar.crtical habitat s listed, piink the:species fiaf and:continue.

By 1 pout profect 3 & HUD, piblns, Invind unititios, or teleromnenlc i, SLagesl. SF. veil IRy s vethn & developed ares, Enstbk o to.go to
instructigns speahic {o thosd typds of projects. IF nuy, cdntinve,

C. Go {0 thepeddinent spadies hdoiation puges: deline your action area, and <ross-reference the spedies infk Hisn with your knowledgéof the
project ’site, :

+ Irsultable habitsy s gt presenit i (e dcton ared, conciude "species shd gritical hatijtat not préseat” and document iy Yinding,
required. .

& further cansultation {5,

1 1F suitable habitat s pragent, but Hila {#39,, survéys) IMdigdte spacies and critical habitat are-absent from the actipii-area, conclude "spactes and ¢ritical
hablist rob prasent™and docunient your finding: Ho futhir consuftation sequired.

» iFsunabig hebitat Is present, snd no cthier dakd indicate spacies:or criticdl habivat i absen, conslude "spicisy oF critical habitat:may be prasent” and:
proceed b Step:2,:

+ ¥ Suitable habitat is present, and.Av obhir data indicale species:ar erifical habitar are abieat, yoi may condutt s suivey to delaraine whathar Reted spovies
oreritical Habitat are prasent; Please cuntact the Frologlial Bhrions FRRiS Ol doested:in WE sidte vihere the Brafect walld' eccur fr ropie infoenmatlon.

&

A W kEsi ange Home

http:/Awww. Lws.govimidwest/endangered/section7/s Tpiocess/step 1 html 11/29/2012



Endangered Species Act: §7 Step 2 Page 1.of 1

Endangered Species

Sdidwest

Section 7 Technical Assistance
‘Step-by-Step Instructions ~Step 2

Step 2. Datermine whether the propased nctlon may. affect istad or propesed species or designated-or proposed eritical habiat:

In sten 1, you defined yiur action area’and oncluded [,hat -3 ilster.! fESﬂG!CG
species or critical Habitat: There are tivo sihle 1

L presént.” Tis this:step; you Wit detirmine whethter yeur profect “may affecy
etet ions A thasmp o’ elfect™ 4 “iray alfect.”

To agsisl with making:this determiration, ‘we siggest the foloyying:

K. Bascribe the proposed setion: In. poi, descrlpmn. memlfy the teiieg; lecation, and whén applicable, the frégteasy and intessity, of the proposed
acion.

B, O ehiether listéd resources wilt i dxposed o tlie proposed action o to sxy 8F 1hé epvironmantal changes At arg (Kely .occur. Yol
should assess the potentiat.for the action to.afféct any Hfé stage of thie spacies,.

. 5F :pecres ar critfcal habitat- wili not be expcsed girectly or Indirwly i the: prapes:d action.or any; resulllnq environméntal changes, tonclude.” nu
Sltect” &rd dodument your finding. Ho Furthee consi ' requited. For ydur £of ! e nrovide a0 example of 3 “niaiect” dodyrmeing For
Four pig,

« 2f species or aitical habRat may be exposed; continye,

€, Feterming.if those: SpEcies br Cl’lﬂ(‘ﬂ[ hamtat exposed wilt tespond upon expesure, Revle« the penmem Species information page-and review other-
<elevant: soufces 4F information CB (. congust a literatre search for Uiz'spedific stréssor-or emvirdnmental  changi m vehichithér species. will hzexpoiz‘.d).

« irthe besbavdvable dats (ndicate‘that the spécies.and cetical hahitat:wilt nigt resptnd 1o any manner; éendudé no eftect™ and document youe
ficding, Ho further consultation reqiirdd. For your use, an sxsvainglf s e afFR U aiptumad iy imyidad.

« If data indicite the speciss and Habitat may respond Bipon exposice, or i dath dre poblvocal or facking. ko justify & determination of i effect’
coticlude may affect™ and préceed to.Sted 3.

+ Isureeys are lacking; #t mey be appropriate to conducksurveys-to determing whether isted spaties s present. plasss tontact the
Erotoniol Sepvices red THBcs earast the:prdject far more FiGAmation:

3 i (R0 )}

RXROt G L AR Yook~ e B ALY B U et i LY

hitp:/iwww.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s7process/step2.html 11729/2012




Endangered Species Act: S7 Step 3 Page 1 of 1

Endangered Species

Taidwest

Section 7 Techinical Adsistinee
Step-by-5tep liistructions « Step 3
Stop 3. Determine whether listed of proposed spediés ur désignated o7 prapoged-critical HaNlEL may be'agvérsely affétted,
In Step 2, you determined that ¢ speciss or crivcal habdiar may be exposed and may respond In some way- Lo e pripbsed attion or the: en\'imnmemal changes Jikely

w result rmm lhe‘ﬂm‘pﬂﬁd a:han 'ng the manner i uhlrb the listed rasaurces will tespond Specihcai?y, you are assessing whether the
species/ceitcal habital s “notlikely to.be adversely afetted " o} ~likely:to, be adyersely difecied, Costéidar g fotlawing, in-rating your findigy

-A. Vifien.you are bising your deterniifation on effects Lo the species’ habitat rather. than ta ihe specizs itseif, you beed 10 Coriduct-a mo~psrt

‘hahitak wilt respond’to: thie prposed. aclivn: {for Guampe, £Lhanges: In: habltat guatity, quankiy, aval {abilty or
dmtrihuunn), and (2 assesstiow ihe speciey Ts dxpetted to raspond t 1hese habitat.changes.

B. Critical biabltol Bpalyses focus on hoi the propeses action will dffect the constituentielamants ofthe ceitical Sabitat,

=3 An actlan wareants:a “may afict, not Bkaly to. Be:adversely affected” findlng when its @ffécts ate wholly banefitial, feslgnificant ordiscountable. Hote:
“The thireshold fora “Ikely 4o, Adversely affect determinution is.an-atdverse effect to o6e or more Individusls: Also,adverse £ifact is dol syAgNymoUS with
the tefm “take;" Adyerse ofietts Can tocur evan if take.Is unkkeiy.

= If the tisted rispusci I Bkefy-th respong-iivbnly.a bénetictal man ner, concluge "nattikely 10-sdversely affec? 'apy.subml'k your finding-and
‘supparting ratlanate to the appropriate ES Fleid ©ffice and request toncurrence;

-+ Iftha listed resource Is Sikely To respond’in a negative mafitier bt Such regpe e N to.be daificant, canclude "not likély to adverseh,!
-affEct” B subaty your fiding and suppiting ritisiiale Lo tie appropriate £S5 Fiod Olﬂfe and request cnsutents

» if:the Bsted resouren Is Nkehy 6. cesjiond in ' negativa piadner gok tha 13 oF Either Expbsure or sich a‘fespdnge i digcountabls, thep
‘conclude "noT likely to, Sdversely AHEC and SUbIEYDuT Biding and s¢pgeiting TAUENAIE (0 the apprapriate ES Fleki:Difice and request toncurrence,
You.may submit your.sequest elgc;rpmca}ly tactfie E5 Flatd (i naargivyoni froject drsa. For'y Your agtdtance, SR sharple jatter and template are
provided.
lemuta ctben

B, If you eannat eontfude that the respanse wil tie wholly: Baneticlal; inslgmﬂcanl ordiscilintable, theck the ,_9_;5.5_@5_“
CEnsihoation Medpuns to determine viRether there any’ measuresﬂlat may be lmple. ted.th avald o

% SEEHEE 2 Guidanics and
the Aetative etfects,

s It yous agify your proposed action 1o fictude canservation measurey o iraplamen, A5kess Row exposure and resporse are anticipated to-chiangs:

Repeat Step-3-and document your toneiusion; 3 appropriste. Be sure to identify the spec'ﬁc conservation measares you intend o rcorparate dod
‘their-assoctated’ b!uivgical %,

E. I fbucannat coaclude that the responsewill be wholly, henet‘idai or msiqnlftant, oi-that the exposure or resgonse Is discontable, antac \he
appropriste £5 Eigh BtGes Tor assistance,

Peiiigh (e 2}

BnL . Tedhd

httpy/fwww.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s 7process/step3 . html 11/29/2012




Hlineis County Distribution
Federally Endangered, Threatened, and Candidate Species
Revised October 2012

species

ndiana bat (Myotis

sodalis)

- Status

Endangered

- Caves, mines

(hibernacuta); small
stream -carridors with
well developed riparian
woods; upland forests
(foraging)

Hidgins eye pearlymussel
(tampsllis higginsi)

Endangered

- Mississippi River;

Rack River to Steel Dam

Eastern prairie fringed
orchid (Platanthera
feucophaea)

Threatened:

Mesic to wet prairies

Gray bat (Myotis
grisescens)

Endangered

' Caves and mines; rivers
© &reservoirs adjacent to

forests

Indiana bat (Myotis
sodalis)

Endangered

- Caves, mines

{hibernacula}; small
stieam corridors with
well developed riparian
woods; upland forests:
(foraging)

Least tern (Sterna
antillarum}

Endangered"

Barealluvial and

__dredged spoil istands

Pallid sturgeon
(Scaphirynchus albus)

Endangered

Large rivers

Rabbitsfoot
{(Quadrola eylindrica
cylindrica)

Proposed as

. Threatened

Chio River

Sheepnose mussel
{Plethobasus cyphyus)

- Endangered.

{ Shallow areas in larger

fivers and streams

Indiaiha bat (Myotis
sodalis) o

Endangered

Caves, mines
(hibernacula); -small
stream corridors with
well developed riparian
woods; upland forests:
{foraging)

Piping plover Charadrius
inelodus

 Endangered.

May be present in Bond
County during migration.

Eastern massasauga
(Sistrurus catenatus)

Candidate

- Graminold dominated

plant communities (fens,
sedge meadows,
peatiands, wet prairies,
open woodlands, and
shrublands)

Eastern ptairie fiinged
orchid (Platanthera
léucophaea)

ThHreaténad

Mesic to-wet prairies




. Habitat

sodalis)

... Species oo Status oo
Indiana bat (Myotis: Endangered Caves, mines
sodalis) {hibernacula); small
stream eorridors-with
well developed riparianm
| woods; upland forests
. , _ {foraging)
Eastern praitie. fringed - Threatened Mesic to wet prairies.
orchid (Platanthera
leucophaes)
Indiana bat (Myot:s Endangered Cavas, mines
sodalis) ‘ (hibernacula); small
stream corridors with
well developed riparian
woods; upland forésts
(foraging).
Decurrent false aster Threatened :
(Boltonia decurrens) : : _
Eastern prairie fringec Thrastened Mesic to-wet prairies
orchid (Platanthéra
leucophaes)
Indiana bat (Myotis Endangered Caves, mines
sodalis) {hibernacula); small
stream corridors with
well developed riparian
woods; upland forests
{foraging}
Decurrent: false:aster Threatened
{Boltania declirrens)
(Bolton:a decurrens)
: e fiifded Thireatefied Mesic to wet prairiés
orchld (PIatanthera '
Ieucophaea)
Indiana bat {Myotis Endangered Caves, mines
sodalis) - fhibernacula); small
. stream corridors with
well developed ripatian
woods; upland forests
(foraging)
Decurrent: false aster .
(Boltonia decurrens) Threatened
Eastern prairie fringed Thireatened " Masic to wel prairies
orchid {Platanthera
leucophaea)
Indiana bat (Myotis Endangered Caves, mines

(habernacula), small
strearm corridors with
well developed riparian
woods; upland forests
(foraging)




Higgins éye pearlymussel
{Lampsilis higginsi)

Rock River to Steel Dam

Eastern prairie fringed
orchid (Platanthera
leucophaea)

Mesic to-wekt prairigs

Indiana bat (Myotis
sodalis)

Endangered

Caves, mihes
{hibernacula); small
stream corridors with-
well developed riparian
woodsy upland forests

Decurrent false aster

(Baltonia decirrens)

Threatened

{foraging)

Eastern prairie fringed
orehid (Platanthera
feucophaea)

Thréatened

Mesic to wet prairies

Prairie bush clover
(Lespedeza leptostachya)
{Lespedeza [eptostachya)

Threatened

Dry to mesic prairies
with gravelly soil

Indiana bat (Myotfs
sodalis)

Endangerad

(hibernacula); small
stream corridors with
well developed riparian
woods; upland forests
{foraging)

Eastern praitie fringed
archid (Platanthera
leucophaesa)

‘Thieatened

Mesic to wet prairies. -

Prairie bush clover

(Lespedeza feptostachya)

Threatened

Dry to mesic prairies
with gravelly scli

“Tndiana bat (Myotis

sodalis)

Endarié.e're_d

‘Caves, mines

{hibernacula); small

stream corridors with

well developed riparian

-woods; upiand forests

{foraging)

Eastefn prairie fringed
oichid (Platanthera
leucophaea)

~ Threatened

Mesic to wet prairies

: :Sfasé'ééﬁolitel 1487

| Marion; Tllinols 62959 -

Indiana bat {(Myotis
sodalls)

Endangered

Caves; mines
(hibernacula); small
stream corridors with
well developed riparian
woods; upland forests
{foraging)

Rabbitsfoot
{(Quadrula ¢ylindrica
cylindrica)

Proposed as

| Threatened

Wabash River




.'.ecies.._ :

Eastern oraire frmgeci Threatened Mesic'to wet prairies
orchid (Platanthera
feucophaea)
Indiana bat (Myotis Endangered Caves, mines’
sodalis) thibernmacula); smail
stream corridors with
well developed riparian
woods; upldnd forests
. . {foraging)
Eagtern prairie fringed Thireatened Mesic to wet prairies
orchid {Platanthera
leucophaea)
Indiana bat (Myotis Endangered ‘Caves, mines
sodalis) ) ~ {hibernacula}; small’
streamn corridors with
~ well developed riparian
woods; upland forests
. (foraging}
Pi_m_mg Qlove Charadrids Endangered May be present in
melodus Clinton County during
_ migration.
Eastern massasauga Candidate Graminoid dominated
(Sistrurys catenatus) plant.communities (fens,
sedge meadows,
peatlands, wet prairies,
open woadlands, and
. shrublands)
i1 198 “Fhireateried Mesic ta Wet prairies,
_arch;gi (Platanthera '
Ieucophaea)
- Threatened Dry ‘rocky prairies
(Hymenoxys acaulfs var;
glabra) . _ _
Indiana bat (Myotis Endangered Caves, mines
sodalis) ' (hibernacula); sriall
stream corridors with
‘well developed riparian
‘woods; upland forests:
(foraging)
Snuffbox (Epfoblasma Endangered Small to medlum-sized
triquetra) creeks and some larger
' rivers, in areas with a
. swift current
Eastern prairie fringed Threatened Mesic to-wet prairies
orchid (Platanthera
leucophaea) )
Piping plover Charadrius Endangerad Lakeshore beaches

melodus _




Species RS StatUSf_____:-f- ' Hamt; .
Eastern massasauga Candldate - Graminold deminated
(Sistrurus catenatus) plant communities {fens,

sedge meadows,
peatlands, wet prairies,
. ‘open wogodlands, and
shrublands)
Hine's emerald dragonfly Endangered Spring fed wetlands, wet

{Somatochlora hingand)

meadows and marshes

Hine's emerald dragonfly

Critical Habitat

Go: here foi a map and

{(Somatechlora hineana) Designated written descrigtion of-the
areas designated as
Critical Habitat (PDF
afrte fr Threatened Moderate to high quality
:orch:d (Platanthera wetlands, sedge
leucophaeay Go here for meadow, marsh, and
Qeqfic guldance on haw mesic to wet prairie
species is present ona
snte
' Endangered Prairié remnants on thin
foliosa ) 5011 over limgstone
Mead's mijikweed Thieatened ‘Late successional
(Asclepias meadii) tallgrass prairie, tallgrass
prairie converted o hay
meadow,; and glades or
barrans with thin soil
Prairie-bush clovet Threatened Dry to mesi¢ pralries
(Lespedeza leptostachya) with gravelly soil
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stream corridors with
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_tnquetra) creeks and somie larger
rivers, In areas with a

L _  swift currant

Easteriy prairie fringed Threatened Mesic¢ o wet prairles







Johe A Sims, CP BNSF Railway Company
Paralegal 2500 Lou: Menk Drive - AOB-3
Law Depariment Forl Worth, Texas 761512828

tet 817- 352 -2376
fax 817-352:2397

Email — john.sims@bnsf.eom

November 21, 2012

Eastern States Office
Bureau of Land Management
7450 Boston Boulevard
Springfisld, VA 22153-3121

Re: STB Docket Nok AB 6‘ (Sub-No 487}0, BNSF Rafiway Company -

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSE") anticipates filing in the near future a Notice of
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board {"STB™) authority in the above-
referenced docket to abandon approximately 0.50 miles of track (*Sangamon Street
Lirie"y bedinning south of Western Avenue Yard at 16" Street. {(186+78) up to the red
board south of Cullerton Street (163+50) and abandon approximately 0.60 miles of track
{"Lumber Sfreet Ling") between Cermak Avenue, from the Colonial Brick switch
(157465, and the end of the fine on Lumber Street (187+81), in Chicago, Cook County,
Hlinois.

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs te know:; 1) whether or not
there are any endangered or threatened species, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, or
areas designated as crifical habitat adjacent to or near the line, and 2) if so, what effects
the proposed-actionmay have on same.

For your reference | have enclosed amap of the subject railroad line. Following is
information on BNSF's salvage process as lf relates to'this project that should also be of
use:

“The propased abandonment will include the removal of the rails, ties and one
bridge.

The salvage process begins with the unbolting .of the track'materials or rails.

With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way; the "
rails: and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other -
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the
ballast with-a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground thaterial. Theties
are separated into three groups: as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re-
used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber
dealers forlandscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and
shipped by BNSF {o.an EPA-approved disposal site,

Road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt
or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any SIgnaEs are algo dismantled
and removed.

~




BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage
gontract includes detailed information on any environmental or historical
conditions imposed by the Office of Environmental Analysis of the Surface
Transportation Board in their final decision. Completed work is independently
inspected by a BNSF roadmaster {or equal representafive) to ensure compliance
with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual obligations, including OEA-
imposed conditions, if applicable.

Please provide your-assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all
possible, by January 18, 2013. You may contact me by email or phone with any
guestions or concerns.

Tharnk you.in advance for your time and contribution.

‘Sincerely,

Pl 2

John A, Sims, CP
Paralegal

Enclosure as stated

¢e via email:  Tyler White — BNSF —tyler. white?@bnsf.com
Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP — kmorell@bjlip.com
Mark Norton ~ BNSF - mark.nerton@bnst.com
Mike Yusn — BNSF — michasl.yuen@bnsf.com




John: A Bims, CP BNSF Railway Company
Parglegal 250D.Lou MenX Drive— AOB-3
Law Depardent FortWorth, Texas 7673 31-2828;
10l - 817-350-2476
fax 817-352.2397

Email - john.sims@bnsl.cor

BPALL VAV

November 21, 2012

Mr. Michag! Reynolds, Regional Dirsctor
National Park Service

Midwest Region

601 Riverfront Brive

Omaha, NE 68102-4226

Re: STB DocketNo, AB 6 (Sub-No. 487X); BNSF Railway Company —
Abandonment Exemption — in Cook County, lliinois

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF") anticipates filing in the near future:a Notice of
Exemiption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB"} authority in the above-
referenced docket to abandon approximately 0.50 miles of track (“Sangamon Street
Line") beginning south of Western Avenue Yard at 16" Strest (1 86+79) up to the red
board south of Cullerton Street (163+50) arid abandon approximately 0,80 miles of frack
{“Lumber Street Ling") between Cermak Avenue, from the Colonial Brick switch
(157+65), and the end of the line on Lurmber: Street {1 B7+81), in Chicago, Cook County,
finois.

As part-of the requisite environmental feport, BNSF needs fo know: 1) whéther or not
there are any wildlife sanctuaries or National or-State parks or forests adjacent to or near
the line, and 2y’ if 50, what effets the proposed action may have:-on same.

For your reference | have enclosed a map of the subject railroad line. Following is
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to.this project that should also be of
use:

The proposed abaridenment wn!l include the removal of the rails, ties and one
bridge.

The salvage process hagins with the unboiting of the track materials or rails.

With the use of specialized. machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the
rails and related steel (angle bars; tie. plates, spikes, switches and any other
metal parts) are refoved. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the.
ballast with & tool designed for minimum dnsruptnon of ground material. The ties
are separated into three groups as follows! (1) good quality ties that will be re-
used in rail service, (2) iandscapequahty ties that will be re-sold to lumber
dealers for 1andscapxng and (3) scfap ties. ‘Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and
shipped by BNSF o an EPA-approved disposal site:

Road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt
or conerete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also dismantied.
and removed.



BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market; Each salvage
contract includes detailed information on any environmental or histotical
eonditions imposed by the Office of Environmental Analysis of the Surface
Transportation Board in theirfinal decision. Completed work is mdependently
inspected by a BNSF roadmaster {or equal representative) fo ensure compliance
‘with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual obligations, inciuding OEA-
imposed conditions, if applicable.

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all
possible, by January 18, 2013. You may contact me by email or phone with any
guestions. or congerns.

Thank you in advance for your fime and contribution.

Sincerely,

John A..8ims, GP
Paralegal

Enciosure as stated

cc via email;  Tyler White -~ BNSF ~ tyler-white2@bnsf.com
Karl Morell — Ball Janik LLP - kimoreli@bilip.com
Mark Norton — BNSF ~ mark.norton@bnsf.cor
Mike Yuen — BNSF ~ michael.yuen@bnsf.con







dohnA. Sims, GP BNSE Railway Compaiy
Paralagal 2500 Loy Menk Drive — AOQB.E
Law Dapariment Fort \Worth, Texas 761312828
tel 8172522378
{ax B817-952-2397

Emall johnsims@bnsf.com

November 21, 2012

US EPA Region 6

Attn; Ken Westlake

Raiph Metcalfe Federal Building
77 West Jackson Bivd.
Chicago, IL. 60604-3580

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 487X); BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - inr Cook County, lllinois

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF") anticipates filing in the near future-a Notice of
Exermption seeking Sutface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-
referenced docket to abandon approximately 0.50 miles of frack ("Sangamon Street
Ling") beginning solith of Western Avenue Yard at 16™ Sfreet (186+79) up to the red
board south of Cullerton-Street (183+50) and abandon approximately 0.60 miles of track
{("Lumber Street Ling”) betwsen Cermak Avenue, from.the Colonial Brick switch
(1574865}, and the end'of the ling on Lumber-Street (197+81), in Chicago, Cook County,
[Hinois..

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or.not
this action will be consistent with Federal, State or local water'quality standards, and 2)
whether or not Section 402 arid/or National Pollutant Dischafge Elimination System
(“NPDES") permits are required for performance.of the salvage activity described below.
Please note: BNSF anticipates the proposed abandonment should not disturb
more than one {1} acre of land.

For your reference | have enclosed a map of the subject railroad line: Following is
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of
use;

The proposad abandonment will include the rerrioval of the rails, ties and one
bridge.

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials:or rails.

‘With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the
rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches-and any other
metal paris) are removed, Next the wooden tiés are raised from among the
ballast with-a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties
are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be ra-
used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars anid
shipped by BNSF 1o.an EPA-approved disposal site.



Road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt
or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also-dismantled
and removed.

materﬁal salvagers aﬂd is generally b;d on the open market Each saivage
contract mcludes detailed mformatlon on any enwronmental or his‘mrlc:al

Transpon‘.ataon Board in thelr final decis;on Compteted work is tndapendently
inspected bya BNSF roacimaster (or ec;ual representatwe) to ensure ccmphance

;mposed cendltlons if apphcab!e
Please provide your assessment-and comments to me at the address above, if at all
possible, by January 18, 2013. You may contact me by email or phone with any-
questions or congerns.
Thank you in advance for your time and contribution:
Si’ncere‘ly,
John A. Sims, CP
Paralegal

Enclosure as'stated

ceoviaemail:  Tyler White — BNSF - tyler.white2@bnsf.com
Karl Morell — Ball Janik LLP ~ kmorell@bilip.
Hark Norton — BNSF — mark.norton@bnsf.con
Wike Yuen—BNSF - michael.yuen@bnsf.com




[ltinois Department of
Natural Resources Pat Quinn, Governor

Onie Natural Resources Way Springfield, Tilinois 627021271 Marc Miller; Director
http://dnrstareitug

Office of Water Resources, Michael A, Bilandic Building; 160 N. LaSaile Street, Suite 5-703
-Ghica_go, 1L 60801 Phonet 312/783-3123 Fax’ 312/793-5968

January 3, 2013

Mr. John 8ims, CP

BNSF Railway

2500 Lou Merik Drive — AOB-3
Fort Worth, Texas 76131-2828

RE:  lllinois Coastal Management Program, Federal Consistency Determination
Dear Mr. Sims:

According fo your letter dated November 21, 2012 the BNSF Railway is propesing to abiandon
two stretches of track in the City of Chscago (Sangamon Street Line; Lumber Street Ling). We
have reviewed your reguestand have determined that only a portion of the Lumber Street Line
falls withinthe boundaries of the lifinois Coastal Management Program (ICMP) and that this.
portion is consistent with the enforceable palicies of the ICMP.

If you have any questionis, feel free to contact me at (312) 793-5947 or
james, casey@dhnots Qov,

Smcerely‘

James P. Casey

ICMP Federal Consistency Caoordinator
IFC2013002 ’







John &, Sitns; P BNSE Ratieray Company
Paralegal 2500 Lou Menk Drive - AGB:3
Law Depariment Fort Worth, Texkas 76131-2628
tal BiT- 352 2376
fax B17-352:2307

Email— johnsims@bristcom

RAFLEWAY

November 21, 2012

Cha_cagc: District
111 N. Canal Street,
Chicago, IL 60606-7206

Re: STB DocketNo.AB 6 (Sub-No, 487X); BNSF Railway Company —
Abandonment Exemption - in Cook County, lllinois

BNSF Railway: Company (“BNSF"} anticipates filing in the near future a Notice of
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above--
referenced docketto abandon approximately 0.50 mlles of track ("Sangamon Strest
Line") beginning south of Western Avente Yard at 16" Street (1 86+79) up fo the red
board south of Cullerton Street (163+50) and abandon: approximately 0.60 miles of track.
("Lumber Street Line") between Cermak Avenue, from the Colonial Brick switch
(157+65), and the end-of the line on Lumber Street (197+81), in Chicago, Cook County,
Hinois,

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not
Section 404 permits will be required for the performance of salvage activity, and 2) if the
proposed abandonment will affect any 100-year floodplains or any de‘s’ignate_d wetlands.
Your assessment and camments are respethuliy reques’ted 'in addmen lf itis your
and white maps of gach: desrgnated floodplain area. Piease note BNSF does not
anficipate any potential impacts to waters of the U.5, as a result of the proposed
abandonment.

For your reference a map of the subject railroad fine is enclosed. Foflowing is _
information on BNSF's. salvage-process as it relates to this project that should also be of
use:. _
Theé proposed abandonment will include the removal of the ralls, ties and one
bridge.

Thie salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails.

With the use:of specializéd machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the
rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes; switches and any other
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the
ballast with a tool designed for minium disruption of ground material. The ties
are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re-
used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumbeér
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are-loaded into railcars and
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site.



Road crossings are removed and remediated; then repaved with gravel, asphalt
of concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also dismantied
and removed.

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is-always performed by expetienced rail
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage
contract includes datailed information on any environmenital or historicail
conditions imposed by the Office of Environmental Analysis cf--the_ Surface
Transportation Board in thelr final decision. Completed work is independently
inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance
with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual obligations, including OEA-
imposed conditions, if applicable.

Please provide your assessmetit and comments to me af the address above, if at all
possible, by January 18, 2013. You may contact me by email or phore with any
questions or concems.

Thank you in advance for your time:-and contribution.

Sincerely,

e

John A. Sims, CP
Paralegal

Enclosure as stated

cc-via email:  Tyler White -~ BNSF ~ fyler. white2(@bnsi.com.
Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP — kmoreli@billp.com
Mark Norton —BNSF— mark.norten@bnsf.coin
Mike Yuen — BNSF - michael.yuen@bnsf.com.
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Chicago

Railway Abandonment

Sangamen St. between Western Ave. Yard (North of 16th £t.) and the Scuth side of
2ist BE., Cermak g9%. from Peoxria St. to Lumber &t., Luwnhdr 8t. £rom Cermak St.
to Houbh of 18th s8¢,

ITHPA Yiog #001090512

Sepbtember 5, 2012

Susan Odom

BHSY Raillway Cowpany

2500 Lou Menk Brive - AOB3
Fart Worth, X 1613%

Dear Mz. Odom:

We have reviewed the documentation submitied for the refevenced project in
aceordance with 36 €FR Payt B00.4. “The Sangamon St. portion and a geciion of the
Cermak Bt. pértion lie within tlie Pilsen Historic District, whidh was listed on the
National Redister of Higtorie Plages., Based upon the information provided, no
historic preperties awxe affedted. We, therefors. have ne objection to the
undertaking proeasasding as plaiined.

Please ratain this letter in your files as evidence of compliasnde wikth section 106
of the National Histeoric Preservation Aet of 1966, as amended. This eleardndé
remains in effest for two years from date of issuvance. It does nok pavtain o any
aiﬂ(:overy during cons tructian., nor iz it a clearance for piuposes of tha Illinois
Human Skeletal Remains Profection Act (30 ILCS 3440) .

If you have any further guestions, please contact we at 217/785-5027.

Bincerely,

Anne §. Haaker
Deputy State Hisbdric
Pragepvabion OLfider

A lefviepereer ol glespesalfheidahd iapaiind 8 avdiaila 81 23752671380 et wboigeorfax o,





