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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

(49 C.F.R. § 1105.7) 

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including 
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other 
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or 
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed 
action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project. 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") proposes to abandon: (1) approximately 0.50 miles 

of track ("Sangamon Street Line") from south of Western Avenue Yard at 16th Street 

(Station 186+ 79) and extending to the red board south of Cullerton Street (Station 

163+50) and (2) approximately 0.60 miles of track ("Lumber Street Line") from West 

Cermak Road, at the Colonial Brick switch (Station 157+65), and extending to the end of 

the line on Lumber Street (Station 197+81), in Chicago, Cook County, Illinois 

(collectively, the "Line"). A map of the project area is attached as Exhibit A. 

BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project is as follows: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties and one bridge, 

but the railroad right-of-way, ballast, and culverts, if there are any on the Line, will 

remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. With the 

use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right-of-way, the rails and related 

steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other metal parts) are removed. 

Next the wooden ties are raised from the ballast with a tool designed for minimum 

disruption of ground material. The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1) 

good quality ties that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be 
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sold to lumber dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into 

railcars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, if there are any on the Line, ballast and right-of-way will remain intact so as 

not to alter the prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage 

contractors are required to limit their activities to the width of the right-of-way and not to 

place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways. When the 

salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted. 

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt or 

concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also dismantled and 

removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail material 

salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage contract includes 

detailed information on any environmental or historic conditions recommended by the 

Office of Environmental Analysis ("OEA") and imposed by the Surface Transportation 

Board ("STB") in the final decision. Completed work is independently inspected by a 

BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance with BNSF standards of 

quality and all contractual obligations, including SIB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

The Line has had no traffic in over 10 years. The Line is stub-ended and, therefore, not 

capable of handling overhead traffic. Because of the lack of traffic on the Line, only very 

limited maintenance has been performed on the Line for some time. Therefore, the 

proposed abandonment will have no impact on rail freight operations and maintenance 

practices on the Line. 
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The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and forego the 

opportunity costs from salvaging the Line. 

(2) Transportation System Describe the effect of the proposed action on regional 
or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger 
or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of 
the proposed action. 

There will be no passenger or freight traffic diverted to other transportation systems as a 

result of the proposed abandonment. There has been no local or overhead traffic on this 

Line for over 10 years. 

(3) Land Use 

(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies 
and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, 
state whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. 
Describe any inconsistencies. 

The proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. BNSF contacted 

the Chicago Plan Commission and Cook County, Planning and Development. As 

of the date of this report, BNSF has not received a reply from either agency. 

Copies of the letters are attached as Exhibit B. 

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the 
effect of the proposed action on any prime agriculture land. 

BNSF does not believe that the proposed abandonment will have an adverse effect 

on prime agriculture land. BNSF sent a letter to the NRCS Illinois State Office. 

Ivan N. Dozier, State Conservationist, NRCS, replied in a letter dated December 

7, 2012, stating: "The proposed track abandonment would be confined to an 

existing urban rail corridor. It will have no impact on prime or important 

farmlands." A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit C. 
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(iii) If any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, 
include the coastal zone information required by§ 1105.9. 

Pursuant to 15 C.F.R. § 930.57, BNSF hereby certifies that the proposed activity 

complies with the enforceable policies of the State of Illinois approved 

management program and will be conducted in a manner consistent with such 

program. Attached as Exhibit F is a letter dated January 3, 2013, from Mr. James 

P. Casey, ICMP Federal Consistency Coordinator, Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources, Office of Water Resources stating: "We have reviewed your request 

and have determined that only a portion of the Lumber Street Line falls within the 

boundaries of the Illinois Coastal Management Program (ICMP) and that this 

portion is consistent with the enforceable policies of the ICMP." 

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right­
of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and 
explain why. 

The right-of-way may be suitable for alternative public use. BNSF contacted the 

Chicago Plan Commission and Cook County, Planning and Development. 

(4) Energv 

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy 
resources. 

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of energy 

resources. 

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities. 

The proposed abandonment will not adversely affect the movement or recovery of 

recyclable commodities. 
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(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease 
in overall energy efficiency and explain why. 

The proposed action will not result in an increase or decrease in overall energy 

efficiency as there has been no traffic on the Line for over 10 years. 

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage 
of more than: 

(A) 1, 000 rail carloads a year, or 

(B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of 
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy 
consumption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the 
figure given. 

The proposed abandonment will not result in a diversion of rail to motor carriage. 

(5) Air 

(i) If the proposed action will result in either: 

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross 
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any 
segment of the line affected by the proposal, or 

(B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by 
carload activity), or 

(C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the 
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, 
quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions. 

The proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified 

thresholds for increased rail or truck traffic as outlined in (i) (A), (B) or (C) 

above. 

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or nonaUainment area under the 
Clean Air Act, and will result in either: 

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in 
gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on 
any segment of rail line, 
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(B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured 
by carload activity), or 

(C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of 
the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, 
then state whether any expected increased emissions are within the 
parameters established by State Implementation Plan. However, for a 
rail construction under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505) or a 
case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned 
line, only the three train a day threshold in this item shaH apply. 

The proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified 

thresholds in (ii) (A), (B) or (C) above. 

(iii) lf the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen 
oxide and Freon) is contemplated, identifY: the materials and quantity; the 
frequency of service; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the 
applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and 
spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an 
accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or 
derailment. 

The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone depleting 

materials. 

(6) Noise lf any of the thresholds identified in item (5) (i) of this section are 
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause: 

(i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or 

(ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. lf so, identifY 
sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement 
communities and nursing homes) in the project area and quantifY the noise 
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed. 

Not applicable. 

(7) Safetv 

(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety 
(including vehicle delay time at railroad crossings). 

The proposed abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or public 
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safety. There are twelve (12) active private at-grade crossings, twenty-three (23) 

active public at-grade crossings, and one (1) active public over rail crossing on the 

Line. 

(ii) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identi.fY: the 
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being 
transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; 
safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record 
(to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the 
contingency plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of and 
accidental release of hazardous materials. 

The abandonment will not result in the transportation of hazardous materials. 

(iii) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have 
been known hazardous material spills on the right-of-way, identify the location 
of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved. 

There are no known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known 

hazardous material spills on the right-of-way. 

(8) Biological Resources 

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state 
whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or 
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe 
the effects. 

BNSF does not believe that the proposed abandonment will have an adverse effect 

on endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat. 

BNSF contacted the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Chicago Illinois Field Office 

("USFWS"), in reference to this proposed abandonment. 

Cathy Pollack, with USFWS, replied in an e-mail dated November 27, 2012, 

stating, "We have an on-line system where you will access our website, receive a 

list of federally listed species for the county where the proposed project is to 

8 STB Docket AB 6 (Sub. No.487X) 



occur, and then using habitat information for the listed species, make an effects 

determination." BNSF generated and reviewed the list of Federally Endangered, 

Threatened, and Candidate Species for Cook County, Illinois and determined that 

the abandonment project will have "no effect" on listed species, their habitats, or 

proposed or designated critical habitat. A copy of BNSF's self-assessment is 

attached as Exhibit D. 

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or 
forests will be affected, and describe any effects. 

BNSF does not believe that any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State 

parks or forests will be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment. By 

letters dated November 21, 2012, BNSF contacted the Bureau of Land 

Management, Eastern States Office and the National Park Service, Midwest 

Region in reference to the proposed abandonment. As of the date of this report, 

neither agency has replied to our inquiry. Copies of the letters are attached as 

Exhibit E. 

(9) Water 

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether 
the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water 
quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

By letters dated November 21, 2012, BNSF contacted the US EPA, Region 5, and 

the Illinois Office of Water Resources regarding this proposed abandonment. 

James P. Casey, ICMP Federal Consistency Coordinator, Illinois Department of 

Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources, replied in a letter dated January 3, 

2013, stating, "We have reviewed your request and have determined that only a 
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portion of the Lumber Street Line falls within the boundaries of the Illinois 

Coastal Management Program (ICMP) and that this portion is consistent with the 

enforceable policies of the ICMP." As of the date of this report, the US EPA 

Region 5 has not responded to our inquiry. Copies of the letters are attached as 

Exhibit F. 

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state 
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) 
are required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 
1 00-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects. 

BNSF is confident that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be 

adversely affected by the proposed abandonment. By letter dated November 21, 

2012, BNSF contacted the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District in 

reference to the proposed abandonment. As of the date of this report, the agency 

has not responded to our inquiry. A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit G. 

(iii) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental 
protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits are 
required). 

By letters dated November 21, 2012, BNSF contacted the US EPA, Region 5, and 

the Illinois Office of Water Resources regarding this proposed abandonment. 

James P. Casey, ICMP Federal Consistency Coordinator, Illinois Department of 

Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources, replied in a letter dated January 3, 

2013, stating, "We have reviewed your request and have determined that only a 

portion of the Lumber Street Line falls within the boundaries of the Illinois 

Coastal Management Program (ICMP) and that this portion is consistent with the 
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enforceable policies of the ICMP." As of the date of this report, the US EPA 

Region 5 has not responded to our inquiry. Copies of the letters are attached as 

Exhibit F. 

(10) Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate 
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate. 

BNSF does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed 

abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions. BNSF will, of 

course, consult (as required) with any recipients of this Environmental Report regarding 

appropriate mitigation actions and will comply with those mitigation actions required by 

the Board. 
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HISTORIC REPORT 

(49 C.F.R. § 1105.8) 

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including 
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other 
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or 
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed 
action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project. 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") proposes to abandon: (1) approximately 0.50 miles 

of track ("Sangamon Street Line") from south of Western Avenue Yard at 16th Street 

(Station 186+ 79) and extending to the red board south of Cullerton Street (Station 

163+50) and (2) approximately 0.60 miles of track ("Lumber Street Line") from West 

Cermak Road, at the Colonial Brick switch (Station 157+65), and extending to the end of 

the line on Lumber Street (Station 197+81 ), in Chicago, Cook County, Illinois 

(collectively, the "Line"). A map of the project area is attached as Exhibit A. 

BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project is as follows: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties and one bridge. 

The railroad right-of-way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. With the 

use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right-of-way, the rails and related 

steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other metal parts) are removed. 

Next the wooden ties are raised from the ballast with a tool designed for minimum 

disruption of ground material. The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1) 

good quality ties that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be 



sold to lumber dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into 

railcars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right-of-way will remain intact so as not to alter the prevailing 

waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are required to limit 

their activities to the width of the right-of-way and not to place fills or other material in 

water bodies, including inland waterways. When the salvage process is complete, 

waterflows in the area should not be disrupted. 

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt or 

concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also dismantled and 

removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail material 

salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage contract includes 

detailed information on any environmental or historical conditions recommended by the 

Office of Environmental Analysis ("OEA") and imposed by the Surface Transportation 

Board ("STB") in the final decision. Completed work is independently inspected by a 

BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance with BNSF standards of 

quality and all contractual obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

The Line has had no local traffic in over I 0 years. The Line is stub-ended and, therefore, 

not capable of handling overhead traffic. Because of the lack of traffic on the Line, only 

very limited maintenance has been performed on the Line for some time. Therefore, the 

proposed abandonment will have no impact on rail freight operations and maintenance 

practices on the Line. 



The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and forego the 

opportunity costs from salvaging the Line. 

HISTORIC REPORT 

1. A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently 
detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action) 
showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate 
dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the 
proposed action. 

The required topographic map is attached to this Report as Exhibit A. 

2. A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the extent 
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding 
area 

The subject Line extends: (1) approximately 0.50 miles ("Sangamon Street Line") from 

south of Western Avenue Yard at 16th Street (Station 186+ 79) to the red board south of Cullerton 

Street (Station 163+50) and (2) approximately 0.60 miles ("Lumber Street Line") from West 

Cermak Road, at the Colonial Brick switch (Station 157+65), to the end of the line on Lumber 

Street (Station 197+81), in Chicago, Cook County, Illinois. The right-of-way varies in width 

from 25 to 200 feet. There are no federally granted rights of way involved. 

3. Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad 
structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately 
surrounding area. 

There is one bridge on the Line as follows: 

1) Bridge at Station 186+ 79 - 1 08' long, 16' high, built in 1908 

See Exhibit H, attached photographs. 



4. The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major 
alterations, to the extent such information is known. 

There is one bridge on the Line as follows: 

1) Bridge at Station 186+79- 108' long, 16' high, built in 1908 

See Exhibit H, attached photographs. 

5. A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of 
what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action. 

On February 12, 1849 - Incorporated (IL) as Aurora Branch Railroad Company. 

June 22, 1852- Name changed to Chicago and Aurora Railroad Company. July 9, 1856-

Consolidation of The Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company and the Central 

Military Tract Railroad Company formed The Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Rail Road 

Company. June 24, 1864 - Consolidation of The Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Rail 

Road Company and the Peoria & Burlington Rail Road Company formed Chicago, 

Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company, also known as the "Burlington Route" ("CB&Q"). 

1901 -Great Northern Railway Company and Northern Pacific Railway Company jointly 

acquired control of CB&Q. On March 2, 1970, CB&Q merged into the Great Northern 

Pacific and Burlington Lines, Inc., pursuant to an Agreement of Merger dated as of January 

26, 1961 ("Burlington Merger Agreement"). A Certificate of Amendment of Certificate of 

Incorporation of Great Northern Pacific and Burlington Lines, Inc., dated February 12, 1970, 

was filed in the office of the Secretary of State of Delaware on March 2, 1970, and the name 

of the company changed to Burlington Northern Inc. ("BNI"). BNI changed its name to 

Burlington Northern Railroad Company ("BNRR") in 1981. BNRR merged with The 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company in 1996 to become The Burlington 



Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company, which name was changed to BNSF Railway 

Company in 2005. 

6. A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering 
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic. 

Documents in BNSF's possession concerning this abandomnent may include aligmnent 

maps showing the right-of-way and/or station maps. These documents are too large for practical 

reproduction in this report, but can be furnished upon request, if they are available. 

7. An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to 
whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological 
resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and 
the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic 
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities). 

BNSF contacted the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency ("SHPO") in reference to the 

proposed abandomnent. By letter dated September 5, 2012, Anne E. Haaker, Deputy State 

Historic Preservation Officer stated, "Based upon the information provided, no historic 

properties are affected. We, therefore, have no objection to the undertaking proceeding as 

planned." The letter is attached as Exhibit I. 

8. A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of 
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fdl, environmental conditions 
(naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of 
resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and the 
surrounding terrain. 

The Line was disturbed during original construction by cuts and fill and any 

archaeological resources that may have been located in the proposed project area would 

have been affected at that time. Our records do not indicate any enviromnental conditions 

that might affect the archaeological recovery of resources. 



9. Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer 
may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad 
owned properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of­
way: photographs of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad 
right-of-way (or other public rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written 
description of any previously discovered archeological sites, identifying the location 
and type of the site (i.e. prehistoric or native American). 

If any additional information is requested, BNSF will promptly supply the necessary 

information. 
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RAI'LWAY 

November 21, 2012 

Chicago Plan Commission 
City Hall 
121 N. LaSalle Street 
Chicago, Illinois (30602 

.Jobit A, Sims, CP 
Paralegal 
(.aw Pep<~rtment 

B~SF ~ai_lway Co_mpa_ny 
2500 Lou Mf!n~ Drive-AQB~3 
FOrt W~O. Texa·s 76131·2:82.8 
tel S'I-7-352-2376 
fax SH-352-2397 

Email -john,sJmS@bnsf.com 

Re: · STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 487)(); BNSF Railway Company­
Abandonment Exemption- in Cook County, Illinois 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in the near future a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above­
referenced docket to abandon approximately 0.50 miles of track ("Sangamon Street 
Line") beginning south ofWestemAvenue Yard at 161

h Street (186+79) up to the red 
board south of Cullerton Street (163+50}and abandon approximately 0.60 miles of track 
("Lumber Street Line") between Cermak Avenue, from. the Colonial Brick switch 
(157+65), and the end of the line. on Lumber Street (197+81), in Chicago, Cook County, 
Illinois. 

As part of the environmental report, BNSF is required to. contact you to determine if the 
proposed abandonment is consistent with existingl<~nd use plans. lfapplicable, please 
describe any inconsistencies. 

Your assessment and comments are. respectfully requested. For your reference a map 
of the subject railroad line is enclosed. Please prollide your response to me at the 
address above, if at all possible, by January 18,2013. You may contact me by email or 
phone with any questions or concerns. Thank you in advance for your time and 
contribution. 

s;vru---.·-
John A. Sims, CP 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Tyler White- BNSF- tyler.white2@bnsf.com 
K:;~rl Morell- Ball Janik LLP- kmorell@bi!lp.com 
Mark Norton - BNSF- mark.norton@bnsf.com 
Mike Yuen- BNSF- michael.yuen@bnsf.com 



RA/£.WAY 

November21, 2012 

Cook County 
Planning and Development 
69 W. Washington, Suite 2900 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 

JohnA.-sJms, Cl' 
Pai>fll!l>f 
LaW.Department 

BHSF R-ailway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Drive -_AOB-3 
F-Ort Worth, Te~s 761.31~28,28 
t~t SJN$~-~376 
fax 811·352~2397 
Emau ~ john.sims@bns_f.com 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 487X); BNSF Railway Company-
Abandonment Exemption- in Cook County, Illinois 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in the near future a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Tram~portation Board ("STB") authority in the above" 
referenced docket to abandon approximately 0.50 miles of track ("Sangamon Street 
Lint:l") beginning south ofWestemAvenue Yard at 161h Street (186+79) up to the red 
board south of Cullerton Street (163+50} and abandon approximately 0.60 miles of track 
("Lumber Street Line") between Cermak Avenue, from the Colonial Brick switch 
(157+65), and the end of the line on Lumber Street (1S7+81),1n Chicago, Cook County, 
Illinois. 

As part of the environmental report, BNSF is rcE~quired to contact you to determine .if the 
proposed abandonment is consistent with existing land use plans. If applicable, please 
describe any inconsistencies. 

Your assessment and comments are respectfully requested. For your reference a map 
of the subject railroad line is enclo$ed. Please provide your response to me at the 
address above, if at all possible, by January 18, 2013. You may contact me by email or 
phone with any questions or concerns. Thank you in advance for your time and 
contribution. 

Sincerely, 

04-~ 
John A. Sims, CP 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Tyler White- BNSF- tyler;white2@bnsf.com 
Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP- kmorell@bfllp.com 
Mark Norton- BNSF ~ mark.norton@bnS{.com 
Mike Yuen- ElNSF- michael.yuen@bnsf.com 
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United states Department of A!JI'iculture 

.l}NRCS 
Natural Rttsources Conservation Service 
2·118West Park Court · 
Champaign, IL 61821 
Phone: 217/353'6600 
Fax: 217/353'6676 

December 7, 2012 

Mr. John A Sims, Paralegal 
BNSF Railway 
2500 Lou Menk Drive-AOB-3 
Fort Worth TX 76131-2828 

RE: Prime Agricultural Land Impact Assessment, STB Docket No. AB•6 (Sub-No. 487X)-
BNSF Railway Company- Ab;;~ndonment Exemption - in Cook County, U., 

Dear Mr. Simll: 

We have reviewed the proposed project as requested. 

The proposed track abandonment would be confined to an existing urban rail corridor. It wiU 
have no impact on prime or important farmlands. 

Sincerely, 

\)__4,~ 
IVAN N. DOZIER 
State Conservationist 

cc: 
Don McCallon, ASTC, USDA-NRCS, 3605 N. IL Route 47,.Suite C, Morris, IL 60450 
W; Randy Edwards, DC, USDA-NRCS< 1201 S. Goug~;~r Road, New Lenol<,.IL 60451 
Dr. Sam lndorante, Acting SSS, USDA-NRCS, 148 East Pleasant Hill Road, Suite 105, 
Carbondale, IL 62903 · 
Tim Prescott, Resource Inventory Specialist, USDA-NRCS, 2118 W. Park Court, Champaign, IL 
61821 

TP:BNSFRaiiwayCompariy~AbandOmentExemptiOn_CookCounty 

TI1e Natural Res_ources COruervation Service provides leadership 'Jn··a pa_rtnershtp effort t() help people 
wn~erve, miliiitairl,. and Irilprov:e our rt~tural re~ources and eiwlronment. 
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MEMO 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Smface Transportation Board, Office ofEnvironmental Analysis 

John Sims, Paralegal 
BNSF Railway Company 

November29, 2012 

STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No.487X};.BNSF RailwayCompany­
Abandonment in Cook County, Illinois 
Section 7 Endangered Species Act Consultation 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF') anticipates filing in .the near future a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Smface Transpmtation Board ("STB") authority in the above­
referenced docket to abandon approximately 0.50 miles of track ("Sangamon St!"eet 
Line") beginning south of Westem Avenue Yard at 16'11 Street (186+79) tlp to the ted 
board south ofCulletton Street (163+50) alld abandon approximately 0.60 miles of track 
("Ltlmber Street Line") between Cermak Avenue, from the Colonial Brick switch 
(157+65), and the end of the line on Lumber Street (197+81), in Chicago, Cook County, 
lllinois. 

As. patt of the requisite el)yit'onmental report that is prepared and .f1led with the STB, 
BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not there are any endangered or threatened species, 
wildlife sanctuaries OJ' refuges, or areas designated as critical habitat adjacent to or near 
the line, and 2) if so, what effects the proposed action may have on same. 

BNSF sent a letter to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (''FWS") and received a reply e­
mail froiU Cathy Pollack With FWS, da:ted November 27, 2012 (attached). Ms. Pollack 
directed.BNSF to FWS' Web site where BNSF could locate a list of federally listed 
species for the county where the proposed project is to occur and then using habitat 
information for the listed species make an effects determination. 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails, ties and one bridge. 

BNSF reviewed the FWS technical assistance Web site on November 29, 2012, for 
federally listed threatened and endangered species. BNSF generated a list of Federally 
Endangered, Threatened, and Candidate Species for Illinois County (see attached list, 
specifically Cook County). 

The rails., ties, and one bridge that will be salvaged on this rail line are located within the 
city streets of downtown Chicago and there are no bodies of wate.r loc.ated on this line. 
Therefore, BNSF concludes this abandonment project will have "no. effect'' on listed 
species, their habitats, or proposed or designated cl'itical habitat. 



Sims, John A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

Pollack, Cathy <Cathy_pollack@fws.gov> 
Tuesday, November 27, 2012 1:56PM 
Sims; John A 
STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 487X);BNSF Railway Company • Abandonment Exemption in 
Cook County, Illinois 
Standard Operating Procedure Section 7:pdf; Ftowchart.pd!; Basic Steps.pdf; 
NE_II._County_&_Fed_Listad_ Species.pdf; SecJ _verbage_table.pdf; Website 
Breakdown.pdf; When to contact FWScpdf; BA Format and checklist.pdf 

Good Aftemoon Mr. Sims, 

We are in receipt of your letter dated November 21,2012 requesting information regarding federally listed 
species and your proposed. project. We have an on-tine system where you will access our website, receive a.Iist 
of federally listed spec.ies for the county where the proposed project is to occur, and then using habitat 
information far the listed species, m<)ke an effects determination. There !jre three possible determinations that 
you catl make. L) No effect, 2) may affect, but not likely to adversely affect..., or 3) may affect and is likely to 
adversely affect ... Please review the attached documents along With our website. The first documentprovides 
information on how to access our website. If after your review of lhe attachments and our website, you believe 
yo11need further clarification or have any additional questi()ns,fe.el free to call ol' et:n!\il. 

Thank you, 
Cathy Pollack 

Cathy Pollack 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1250 South Grove, Suite 103 
Barrington, Illinois 6001 0 
847-381-2253, X28 
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Sf>lndard Operating Procedures 
Determining If Your Proposed Project Will Have: 

"No Effect" on Fedeml Listed Species or "May Affect" Federal Listed Species 

l) Gotowww.fws.gov 

2) In the "Regional Boundaries" box select "Midwest{Region 3)" 

3) In left hand menu select "Ecological Species" 

4) In the next left hand menu select "Endangeted Species" 

5) Scroll down and.select the green shaded box entitled "Section 7 Technical 
Assistance' 

6) Here you can access MY of the website C\llltents: 

Website Contents 
• Stcv-bv-step instructions for the se~1ion 7{a)(2) consultation 

process 
• SJlecies' County LJsls. • all endangered, th1-eatened, pmposed, & 

candidate species, and proposed & designated critical habitat 
oc.currences by county 

• Species life history information 
• Specics"specific S7 guidattcc <lnd conservntian measures 
• Exarnnlc letters for documenting "no effect" and requesting 

concurrence with a findiltg of"not likely to adversely affect." 

7) Or at bottom of screen select "Proceed to step by step instt·uctions" 

8) S7 Consultation Technical Assistance 
Step-by-Step Instructions 
Overview 

9) At bottom of screen select "Next" 

1 0) At bottom of sei'Cen s.e.lecl "Next (Step I)" 

II) Select ''Species List" to determine what may be preselllin yotrr specific county 



Basic Steps for Project Proponents 

1) Determine which county your project is located. 

2) Go to the "spe.cies list" tot' the county where the project is located, 

3) Become familiar with the habitat for each species that may be loqated at your 
project site (fi·om#2.above). Use the "Species Infonnation Pages" on the website for 
this Do not use the habitat description tor species off of the "county list" (too 
limited). 

4)Assess the habitat within the actiowarea (sometimes, bu.tnot always, the same as 
the project area) ofthe proposed project and determine whether implementing this 
project would impact ha.bitatofthe species listed fl'om the county. 
In other words, is there any habiJat in the actio.n are.a that could be habitat for the 
federal species listed fi·om the county \Vhere the project is located. 



Specific terms, definitions, criteria and wording for use in section 7 consultation documents. 

Effects 
Category 

No Effect 

Definition -
Proposed 
action will 
not affect 

listed 
species 

-·-Or--· 

May Affect I 

Definition -
A proposed . 
action. that i 
may pose 

any effect !o 
listed 

species or 
oesignated 

Critical 
habitat 

Effects 
Sub­

category· 

-·~'---. 

May 13ffect -
Not Likelyto 

Adversely 
Affect (NLAA) 

Doug Laye- Esslern Idaho Field Office- June 2008 

... Effects 
· Criteria necessary for incli.lsion ill 

. , .. catt'lga'ry or sub.:Categ:O!Y · · 
-_., ' ' ' ' ' . . ' .·~' ., ;•·:. 

· :.o~rerminati6ri 
"Wqi'ijihglphrase 

"Action won't pose any effects to listed i 
species ot designated critical habitat." 1 

(R~meniber that effecl.s: are mOO.suted at the indMduai I 
scale not population scale .. Af!d dpntforget to consicfer i 

whether any effects could ocourthrough an indirect ' 
mechanism e.g. changes to Its habitat, etc.) 

"Effects on listed species are expected to be 
discountable, insignificant or beneficial:' 

Discountable =thOse effects that ate ~emely 
unlikely to occur. Bas.ed on best judgment 
a person would not <;>xpecl discou!Jtabie 
eff<;>ets to occo.r 

Insignificant = based on bestjudgment a person 
would not be ahleto meaningful!y 
measure. detect, or evaluate insignificant 
effects. Insignificant effect$ s.hbuld never 
reach the level where lake• occ.urs 

Beneficial = are contemporaneous positive effects 
with.out any adverse effects (even l!ihPrt 
term) to the species 

No Effect (NE) 

May affect - Not 
Likely to 

Adversely Af(ecl: 
(NLAA) 

Action Needed 
by Action 
~ency:. •. 

Document 
rqtionale for 

findings in project 
file 

After informal 
consultation. 

· discussions and 
preparqtion of a 

biological 
assessment on 
impacts to the 

species - request 
a concurrence 
letter from. the 

FWS 

. Respornie from FWS 

None 

If the FWS agrees with 
action agency's 
assessment and 

determinatiGns - they 
· issue 13 concurrence 
letter. If FWS does not 
concur, discussions and 

cons.ul!a!ion between 
agencies continues 

----Or---~----------------------------~-----------+----------~~--~~~~~-.-~ Issue a biologi0131 opinion, 
May Affect­

Likely to 
Adversely 

Affect (LAA) 

Any adverse effect that Is not insignificant or 
discountable [see definitions ab.ove] 

May Affe¢1:­
Ukelyto 

Adversely.Affect 
(LAA) 

Submit biological 
assessment and 
request formal 

consultation from 
theFWS 

and if adverse effe¢ts are 
likely to .result in Take• -
issue.an Incidental Take 
Statement with Terms 

and Conditions 

"' Take (Section 9 of the Act} 'is defined a's "~ h?ra~. hann. P!JfSUil1 hun:t,_shoot. wound, kili, trap~ cap,tl.p'e or collect, 9r to· attempt. to _engage in an.y such eona~cr~ Harm is further defin~d_ by the Service (50 CFR, 
§17~3-) to inqlude significant habttat modifroation or degra9'ation that results In death or-injuryto liS.~d species by signific:antiylmpalring;·. essential ~ha\iiora! pattems~ including bre~ding, f~ing, or shel~ritlg. 
Haras!; is defined by the Service (50 CFR. §"(7;3 } ;:s.s_ an intenDonal.or negrtgent act or omisSion which creates the likelihood of injury to- wi!dfife by annoyipglt to such an extent as to significantly disroptnorma! 
behavior patterns whiCh include, but are not limited to, brooding, feeding, or-sheltering. 



Protection of Plants under the ESA 

Em;langered threatened 
I 

Section 9 Unlawful to: Unlawful to: 

• Import into or export from the u.s. • Import into or export from the U.S. 

• Remove and reduceto possession from • Remove and reduce to possession from 
I 

areas under Federal jurhsdiction areas under Federal jurisdiction 

• Maliciously damage or destroy on areas • Deliver, received, carry, transport, or ship 
under Federal jurlsdi¢tion in interstate or foreign commerce, by any 

• Remove, cut, dig op, or damage or destroy in means whatsoever and in the counse Of a 
kn.owing violation of any state .law or commerci?l activity 
regulation or inthe course of any Violation of • Se!l or offerfor.sale in·int.enstate or 
a state crimina.! trespass law foreign commerce 

• Deliver, received, carry, transport; or ship in 
interstate .or foreign commerce, by any Ref: 50 CFR 17.71 
means whatseeverand in the rourse of a 

l 
commercial activity 

• Sell or offer for sale in interstate or foreign 
commerce 

· Ref: ESA, as amended, section f!(a/(2) 
i · 50 CFR 17,51 

Section 7 subject to full consultation requirements for any Federal activity that may affect endangered or . 
threatened species. Standard for jeopardy determination is identicalto wildlife. However, no incidental 
take statement is provided (ev?n for activities on Federal Land.) Use standard plant paragraph for 
biological oPinions in Section 7 Handbook. paQe 4-47. 

Section 10 ·• Section 10(a)( 1 )(A) permits (.or State authorization under SO CFR 17.61 (c)(2) or 17.71 (b)) 
needed for scientific or enhancement of surviVal activities that involve removal and reduction to 
possession from FederaHands. 

I 
• Section 1 O(a}(1)(B)·permits do not include listed plants. However, applicants are encouraged to 

consider impacts on plants because intra-ServiCE! s.ection Tcof1sultation on the permit 
application must consider whetheris.suanc.e of the permit will, directly or indirectly, jeopardize 
any listed plants. Ref: HCP Handbook,. page ~-8 j . . 



When to contact FWS? 

If species or critical habitat may be affected, consultation with the Service is required. 

Once a species .list is obtained Ol' verified a~ accurate, Federal agencies need to determine 
whether their actio11s may affect any of those species or their critical habitat. .lfno species 
m· their critical habitat are affected, no further consultation is required. If species or 
cl'iticql habitat may be affected, consultation with the Sct·vice is required. This 
consultation will conclude either informally with written concurrence li'c>tn the Servic.e .or 
through formal consultation with a biological opillion providetl to the Federal agel)cy. 

From Step 1: 
';;- If suitable habitat is present, and no other data indicate species or critical habitat 

are absent, conclude "species or critical habitat lllllY be present" and proce<;d to 
Step 2. 

>- If suitable habitat is present, and no other data indicate species or critkal habitat 
are absent; yol! may conduct a survey to determine whether listed species or 
critical habitat arc present. Please contact the Ecological Services Field Office 
nelu·cst the. project for more infm1nfltion. 

From Step 2 (contact FWS for half of Step 2/ may aftect) 
';;- lfdata indicate the species and habitat may respond upon exposute, or ifdat<; are 

equivocal orlacking to jusllf)' a determination of"no effect", conclude "may 
affect" and proceed to Step 3. 

:» If surveys are lacking, it may be appropriate to conduct surveys to determ inc 
whether listed species are present. Please contact the Ecological Services Field 
Oftlce nem•est the pmjcct for more infonnation. 

f•'otn Step 3: (contact F\VS Jf yon are at Step 3) 
Specifically, you areassessing whether the speck:s/critical habitat is "not likely to be 
adve1'sely affected" or "lik~ly to he advenrely affected." 

Using the website in no way predudes project proponents from receiving personal 
assistmrce from our Ecological Services Field Offices. If at anytime additional 
information is needed or you want personal assistance, you may contact me 
(cathv pollack@fws.gov. or 847-381-2253, ex. 28}. 



Incidental Take Statement and 
Reasonable and Prudent 

Measures with Non-Discretionary 
Terms and Conditions 

Jeopardy/Adverse 
Modification with 
Reasonable and 

Prudent Alternatives 



Northeastern Illinois Countil!S and the possible Federal Listed Sbecies 
(t!urrent as of !t3/15/20J 1) Please cheeR every 90 days 

Cook County 
Piping plove1· (Chamdrius melodus) ~endangered 
Eastern Massasauga (Sistrlttus catena/us)- candidate 
Hine's emerald dra,gonfly (Smlwlochlora hineana)- endangered 
Hine's,emerald dragqnt1y (Somatochlora hineana)- critical habitat 
Eastern prairie fringed orchid (Phrtaniluira /eucophaea)- threatened 
LeafY-prairie clover (Daie(tfoliosa)- endangered 
Mead's min<\veed (Asclepias meadii)- thre.atened 
Prairie bush clover (Lespideza l<;ptos/Cichya)- threatened 

DuPagc County 
Eastern Massasauga (Sistrurus catenatusj- candidate 
Hine' s emerald dragonfly (SQ!ntt/Och/ota hineana)- endangered 
Hine's emerald dragonfly (Somatochlom hineana) -critical habitat 
Eastet11 prairie fringed orchid (Plalcmtlwra leucophaea) -threatened 
LeafY-pt'airie clover (Daleajo!iosu)- endangered 
Mead's milkweed (!lsclepiasmeadit) -threatened 
Prail"ie bttsh clover (Lespideza 1epto.stachya) -threatened 

Kane County 
Eastern JWalrie fringed ot·chid (Piala111hera leucaphaea)- tl1reatened 
Sheepnose mussel (PlellwbasttS cyp/1J'11S)- candidate 

Lake County 
Pipillg plover (Charadrilis meladus)- endangered 
Piping plover (Charad1·ius melodus) -critical habitat 
Eastern Massasauga (Si.w·uru.r catena/us) - candidate 
Karner .blue bttttedly (Lycaeides melissa swmteU1)- endangered 
Eastern prairie fringed o1·chid (Platanthera /eucop/wea)- threatened 
Pitcher's thistle (Cirsium pilcheri) -threatened 

McHenry Cou11ty 
Eastern prairie 1\·inged orchid (Piatanthera Ieucvphaea)- threatened 
Prairie bush clover (Eespideza leptOstachya) - threatened 

Will County 
Hine's emerald dragonfly (Somatochlom hineana)- endangered 
Hine's emerald dragonfly (SomatochJora himwna)- critical habitat 
Eastcm Massasauga (Sislrurus calen(tlus)- candidate 
Shccpnose mu~sef (Piethobasu,5 cyphyus)- candidate 
Spcctaclecase mussel (Cumber/andia monodoma)- candidate 
Eas.tern prairie fi-inged orchid (Platanthera feucoplwea)- threatened 
Lakeside daisy (Hymenopsls herbacea) - thre.atened 
Leafy-prairie c.lover (Daleafoliqsa)- endangered 
Mead's milkweed (Asclepias meadii)- threatened 



Website Breakdown 

Using the website in no way precludes project proponents !\·om receiving personal 
assistance !rom our Ecological Services Field Offices. If at anytime additional 
information is needed or you want persallal assistance, you may contact me at 
(cathy _pollack@fws.gov or 847-381-2253, ex. 28). 

Step l: "No effect" or "May affect" (90-95%1 Most ruled out in Step I) 
-In this step you will determine whether a listed or proposed species or designated or 
proposed critkal habitat may be pt'esent within the action area. 

> Check the rllinois county. species. list 
> Check the species life history information tlages 
> If you have a HUD. pipeline, telecommunication project, or your project is within 

a developed m-ea, then". 

• lfst!itable habitat is not present in the action area, conclude "species and critical 
habitat not present" and document your finding. No further eonsultatio11 is 
required. This ls a "no effect'' determination. 

• If s.uitab!e habitat is present, but data (e.g. surveys) i.ndicate species and critical 
habitat are absent tl'OI\1 the action area, concltide ''species and critical habitat not 
present" and document your finding. No further consultation !'equired. This is a 
"no effect" determination 

• If suitable habitat is present, and no other data indicate species or critical habitat 
are absent, conclude "species or critical habitat may be preset)!" and proceed to 
Step 2 (within FWS website). This is a ''may affect" determination 

• If suitable habitat is present, and no other data indicate species or critical habitat 
are absent, you may condHct a survey to determine whethet·listed species or 
critical habitat are pres.ent. Please contact the Ecological Services Field Office 
nearest the project for tnore information. 

Step 2: "No effect" or "May affect" 
In step l, you defined your action area and concluded that a listed resource "may be 
present." 

In this step, you will determine whether your pmject "may n!Tect" species or critical 
habitat. There are two possible determinations in this step: "no effect" or "may affect." 
To assist with nutking this determination, we suggest the following: 

• Describe the pmpased action. In your description, idenlif'y the tinting, location, 
and when applicable, the frequency and intensity, ofthe proposed action. 

• Determine whether listed resources will be exposed to the proposed action or to 
any of the cnviroumcll.tal changes tMt are likely to occur. You sho.uld assess the 
potential tOI'lhe action to affect any life stage of the species. 

} If species or critical habitat will not be exposed directly odndirectly to the 
proposed.aetion or any resulting enviromnentalchanges, conclude "no 
effect" atld document your finding. No further consultation required .. 



:r If species or critical habitat may be exposed, col1tinue. 

• Determine if those species 01" critical hab.itat exposed will respond upon 
exposure. Review the pertinent species information page and teview other 
relevant sources ofinformation (e.g., condUct a literature search for the specific 
su·essor or environmental change to which the species will be exposed). 

);.- If the best available data indicate that the species 'and critical habitat will 
not respond in any manner:, conclude "no effect" and document your 
finding. No !'ruther consultation required. 

>- If <lata indicate the species and habitat may respond upon exposure, or if 
data are equivocal m lacking tojustil}'a determination of"no effect", 
conclude "may affect" and proceed to Step 3. 

Step3; Deter·mine wh.ether I isted OJ' p1:oposed species or designated or proposed critical 
habitat may be adve.rsely affected. 

In Step 2, ymr determined thataspecies or critical habitatmay be exposed and may 
J'esponcl iil someway to the proposed action or the environmental changes likely to result 
from the proposed action. The next step is describing the manne1· in which the listed 
resources will respond. Specifically, you are assessi11g whether' the species/critical habitat 
is "not likely to be adversely affected" or "lil<ely to be adversely affected." C0nsider 
the toll owing in making your finding; 

• When you al·c basing your detcJ·mi11ation on effects to the species' habitat rather 
th~n to the species itself, you need to conduct a twoopart assessment: (I) 
determine hew the habitat will respond to the proposed action, lbt· example, 
dumges. in habit.at quality, .quantity, availability o1· distribution; and (2) assess 
how the species is expected to respond to these habitat changes. 

• Critic;~! habitat analyses focus en how the proposed actioh will alTect the 
constituent clements oftM critical hllbitat 

• An action warrants a "may affect, not lil<ely to be adversely affected" finding 
when its effects are whelly beneficial, insignificant or- discountable. Note: The 
threshold for a "likely to ad'l•ersllh• affcc.t" determination is an a<lverse effect to 
one or more individu~ls. Adverse ~ffects can occur even iftake is unlikely. 

>- If the listed resource is likely to respond irt only a bcncfidat manner, 
cortdl!de "not likely to advet•sely affect" and submit your finding and 
suppmting rationale to the appropriate ES Field Offi~e and. request 
concurrence. 

>- If the listed rcsmrrce is likely to respond in a negative manner but $uch 
responses are expected to be insignitkant;.conclude "not likely to 
advet·sely affect" and submit your finding and supporting rationale to the 
appropriate ES Field Oftlce and request concurrence. 

;.. If the listed resource is likely to respond in a negative manner but th.e 
likelihood of either exposure or such a J·esponse is discountable, then 
cone Jude "not lil>ely tl! adVersely affect" and submit your t1nding and 
~upporting rationale to the appropriate ES Field Office and request 
concurrence. 



• If you cannot conclude that the response will be wholly beneficial, insignificant, 
or discomitable, check rne Species-Spec ilk Section 7 Gt.tidance anc,l Cons.ervation 
Measures to dctennine wlrethe1· there are any measures that may be implemented 
to. avoid or minimize the negative eftects. 

le If you modify your proposed action to include conservation measures to 
implement, assess how exposrn'e and response are anticipated to change. 
Repeat Step 3 and docwnent yow· conclusion, as appropriate. Be sure to 
identify the specific conservatio.n ineasures you hit end to incorporate a11d 
their associated biological consequences. 

• If you cannot conclude that the response will be wholly beneficial or insignificant, 
or that the exposure orresponse. is discountable, contact the appropl'iateES Field 
Office for assistance. 
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Format for 
Biological Evaluations~ NEPA Categorical Exclusions and EAs 

and Biological Assessments- NEPA EISs 

Thefollr;wing is provided as a recommended guideline, all hough il?formation should be 
presented in the order identified below. As projects VWJI in complexity, it is anticipated thatthe 
BE/Bas may vm:y. Deve!opmem of the BEIBA may not o<•r::w· in/he }or mal order. Rather, ilis 
amicipated that as odditiorud fl?fOrmation becomes available during the cr<!fiing of/he BEIBA, 
the appropriate sections will be mod[fied. Fediwa/lyfl.lltded or permiltede.\]Jiora/OIJ' activilies 
that may qtfect listed species and lake place prior to project implementation must undergo 
sec! ion 7 consultation. 

Cover Page: Name of pl'oject, location (city, county, etc;), and date. 

Table of ConteJJtS (all pages nlust be nuinbered) 

A. Executive Summary 

l. Brief summary of project (2 01· 3 S!!illences) 
2. In tabular format, identify the .species, critical habitat, EFH, status, and effects 

determinations. If "no effect", inClude .a. brief paragraph for each species (these will 
not be addressed again,) For example: 

SPECIES LISTING STATlJS DETERMINATION 
Eight•toed sa.lamander Enqangered Not likely to adverselv.atTect 
Eioht-tocd salamander critical habitat Designated Not. likely to adversely affect. 
Salt marsh treefrog Threatened Likely to Adversely Affect 
Speckled Thistle Threatened No effect 

B. Proje.ct Description 

L Location: Describe construction boundary, milep\:ists, State, county, TRS (include 
GPS coordinates if available). Include vicinity mapc.(all maps and photographs must be 
first ge11eration copies, legible and at a scale to be memJing;ful to the description of the 
activity). 

2. Definition of Action Area: All 
areas affected directly or indirectly by 
the Federal action and not merely tbe 
immediate area involved in the action. 
lncltrde all otT-site use areas (i.e. 
materials somces, waste sites, 
mitigation sites, stockpiling areas, 
staging} and locations. A map is 
helpful, overlaying the all-inclusive 
action m·ea with species and habitat 
occurrences. 



Attachment A 

3. Proposed Action: 

a. Describe the anticipated .steps involved in the action in expected or logical 
order and inclu.de diagrams that are useful. The intent of the proposed action 
section is to describe both what will be built and how it will be constructed. 
For example: I. Dewater by .... 2. Remove old bridge by .... 3. Removepld 
abutments by ... 4. Construct new abutments... 5. Incwater equipment will 
be ........ (i. Order of magnitude of qua!Hities ... Inclt!d¢ description of actions 
for the entire action area (including interrelated and interpedendent actions). 
Describe criteria for off-site use areas which minimize potential effects. If the 
contt"actor ptoposes an alternative construction method other than that 
described in the BE/BA, concurrence from the Services is tequired. 

b. Identify Best MMagement Practices {BMPs), Erosion and Sediment Control, 
and other measures (i.e. work windows, constmction techniques, avoidance) 
designed to minimize effects in this section. 

c. lf sideboards are used for ancillary projectccimponents, either detail here or in 
an appendix. 

d. Describe mitigation, monit01'ing, and reporting plan, as wen as conservation 
bank credits or mitigation sites. 

(NOTE: If there are multiple ftlternatives, different impacts caused by each substatltially 
different alternative must be surveyed and detailed. A matrix is often the best method of 
depicting multiple impacts and alternatives. Ifthe impacts are the same for each 
altemative, explain why there is no diflerence. All alternatives must be addressed.) 

C. IJescriJ!.tilni of the species and their habitat 

ldentily each species and each critical habitat. Give brief rationales for"no effecf' 
species if it was not included in Executive Summary. Include the following for species 
with other determinations. (repeat for each listed species and listed habitat): 

I . Consultation with local Fish and Game and/or Natural Heritage dl!tabase 
2. Litemture reviews 
3. Consultation with experts on species, as necessary 
4. Descriptions oftlw speci<~s and general habitat t'equirements 
5. Relationship of habitat in the project area to locltl populations 
6. Map of the ptoject m·eaat all appropriate scale to show vegetation types and 

important biological teatui·es, such as. habitat for sensitive species, wetlands o1· 
unique plant assemblages 

7. Photograpl1s keyed to locations labeled on the project map. 
8. Species information in Action Area including survey protocol used, by whom, etc. 
9. Identify designated or proposed critical habitat as separate listed .entities. List the 

primary constituent elements and address the extent to which they are found in the 
action area. 
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ll. Environmental Baseline 

Des.cribe the pastand preser\t eftects oflwman actions on the specie.s or critical 
habitat in the action-m·ea. Describe e;c<isting.habitat conditions and species trends 
in detail Use w'atershed analysis ti·om the BLM or Forest Sel'Vice where 
available, Fish and Game, or any other available scientitic or commercial 
databases or information. 

E. Effects ofthli Action: Include disqrssion of direct and indirect effects relative to all spe.Cies. 

1. Direct Effects- Those effects caused directly by the propm;ed action (include 
those based on sideboards). Provide the rationale tor each .determination. 

2. Indirect Effects- Caused by or will result from the proposed action and are 
later in time, but are still reasonably certain to occtu·. 

3. Cumulative Effects- Those etlects of lhture 1>'tatc or private activities, not 
Fed.eral activities, that arc reasonably certain to oc.cur within the action area. 

F. Ilctcrmination of Effect 

Must include a. clear statement of effect for each species. Example: "We conclude that the Smith 
Road Bddge Project may affect, but wil!.ncit likely adversely affect C:alifomia red-legged frogs 
because ..... " For terrestrial species mJd plants, s.ummarize with a clem· explanation leading to a 
de.linitive statement of"may affect, but not likely to adversely atrect" (or whatever yoUI: 
det_erm ination may be). 

G. References and personal communiCations cited 

Example ofcilations used in 1e.~t: 
The passive tr~nsport of males has also been observed by Leslie. Bro\vn (Santee Nature 
Center, personal communication) near Greenville, OregO!l. Such a mating system would 
maintain genetic diversity in the population only as long as it remains connected (Sm it)t 
2001). 

Example qf'Literature Cited· 
Smith, D. M. 200 I. Genetic subdivision and speciation in the western NOI1h American 

spotted snake complex, Thamnophis puncta/lis. Eyolution4:29-35. 

Example ofPersona!Con11Jilll1ictlfion., (must be documented): 
Leslie Br'own, Research Biologist 
Smith Nature Center 
4[.25 Wiltowtrce Drive 
Green vi lie, Oregon ~5194 
January 8, 2003 telephotu; communication (or email, site visit, etc) 
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BE/BA Checklist (For your use incheckingyour work) 

Project _Rcview.er Date 

___ CoverPage: Name of project, project and key numbers, location (city, county) 

___ Table of Contents (all pages must be numbered) 

A. Executive Summary 

___ 1. Brief summary of project (2 or 3. sentences) 
___ 2. Species Table with e!Iect determinations 

B. Project Description 

___ I. Location: description and vicinity map 
___ 2. Definition of Action Area 

List of all off-site ttse areas and locations. 
3. Proposed Action; 

a. Detail how the action will .occur (anticipated steps and diagrams). 
b. BMPs and other measures designed to minimize effects. 
c. SidebOards or pmject design criteria 
d. Monitoring,and reporting plan/Mitigation/Com,-et·vation Banks. 

C. Desct'iption of each species and their habitat 

~--1. Consultation with local Fish and Ganie and/or Naturul Heritage database 
--~2., Literature reviews 
__ ...;3. Consultation with expet1s on Species, as necessary 
___ 4. Descriptions of the species andgenet·al habitat rcquitemcnts 
___ .5. Relationship of habitat in the project area to local populations 
___ 6. Map ofthe project area at an appropriate scale 
___ 7. Photographs keyed to locations labeled on the project map. 
___ 8. Species information .in Action Area including survey protocol used, by whom, etc 
___ 9. Identify designated or proposed critical habitat 

U. EnvirQnmental Baseline 

Detailed descl'iptions 

E. Effects. of the Actim1 

___ 1. Dit·ect Effects 
--~2. I11direct Effects 
__ _,3. Cumulative Effects 

F. Determination ofli:ffectProjectDescrilltion 

--~A clear statement ofeftect tar each species 

G. Rcfct·ences and personal communications Cited Pl·oject Description 

___ Correctly Annotated 
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Endangered Species 

S7 Consultntion Teelmi<\11 As>i!.1anre 
Ste~by~Step Instructions 
Overview 

Context 
Tha-Endangered Sjlec!es A'd of 1973-(fSA) fmiudaks; <~1ffederal depa!tments.and.agentles to con5e<Ve li$'ted spet;li!$J!nd_il) utlliie ttjelr auUt'Orith~~ ifi"furtf).eranc.e of 
the PW!H'~f$:_or tl\e _fSA, TM €SA provide~ spedfic methanl~ms to ~r.;eve its p..irpo_sl'~_and Se<:ll¢11 7 _JS ?M of tllos&, Sertlcm 7 reqai!\'!S thai: F'ed~tt<~! age~cfes dtvlllqP 
a _con~erv<~tkln _Prq!rilm fOJ Its ted ~ci_es_(l.e;, ·!;eet!on 7(ll)(1)) and tl\at t~eY .av~l4 i!WOns 1nat y;l]_l farthlir lla_rm sp_eties <!llli Utetr.coitltal habitat (I.e;, -sectf0r1 7(a} 
{2:)). Th11 ~Uon 7 b:mWttatJon prbtess disCrltW:I h~V"e aPp1!es to-the~ewnd !EQ11tre.me~t • S&tiqn 7(;,l(;z), 

Sect!pn 7(i})(2) Mandate 
S&t1Gfl7(a)(2ldlretg ill\ fede<ah~<geno_es tu lnwre that ally-action th~y authorize. fwld, ·ortany'ilut aces '!Jot jeojlardl_ze t_l!e'c:ontln\1~. ~l(lstlll\te of an eadangered <.>t 
threatened specles_or deslgnat<m or prc~ed·,ritlcal hab;tat {co!fedlve},o, referred to as protet;ted·resource~). Tile lmple<Jwntlng re(ll.!latrons, SO_CFR 402, tp.tetfyMw 
Federal a9ent!e'!; .'lre to fulfil! tllelr section 7 t<lfl~Uit<~t!Oii r~qulr~me'J'Its, 

Sec:tiori.J(a}{'Z) Responsibilities 
Under t~ Implementing regvlatkms (-50 CF!{ 402}, t'ederat agencle~ must review their a'tfons Md determiliEi-whel.hertin: i'ittlO!'I may aT(~!¢ f~ll,lly (!Sted ami 
proJl¢S¢ SJ)eclt$ Ot·PMJl:OSed cr designated trilka\ ha!:lltat. Tb ac(OmpllsTI-I.hls; Fede,rat a{Jenck\$ must_ f<llJUesl rr-om the Servbl· a ll$t of spectes arid ~rl~l hablta~ that_ 
may billa the pta}ect<~n:!a or tlley e-an request.our -conwrrence wlth thelr!ipeclei h!;t. The Service !'nilst re~on(l to' enhllir (~uest Withln Jl}days. 

Onte a:speci~>S list Is-obtained or Yerlfied a$_-~C(;urate, Fellii;al agano;!~S nae_d_to,de~rmlae whether their action<> mil'f.:a_ffedany_ of-thoSe_ sp'I!Fies_l)•_~lr tritiebl ha~Ltat. 
If no sp~ies or th~lr ttttJcal habitat are affected, no turtl'jer toasultaUon-ls rell.Uired.lf they IY!fiY be arfected, conwltauon wilh lhe SetVIce_ls r-equir.ed. Ttlis £onsulii!tlpJl 
wlll'.cotlclude:elttl,er ]nform.,l!y ~~lth wr]t,ten co_n~_rreo~e rrom the Service or throug_h f,jrril~l_wns~lt<ttltl_l'l w(th ca bfoll)!iJ~I:Im:nJoa pruvided to:t:he-F-e<feral agency. 

Midwest 

http://www.fws.gov/midwestfendangered/section7/s7process/7a2process.html 11/29/2012 
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Endangered Species 

Section 7 Con'iuJt<.,di<m Te,:hitical A'i'ii~fam:e 
Step~by-Step lhstructipns 
S-7 Process Flow Chart 

Jilt: Sedloq7(a)_{2J p_rot_e5_~ c.onsists of tm pl\a$eH !nlw'rnaUm_dformal_tOII5_1.1t\ijtiOI). This Web s1J:.e;<~ddres!oeS1he /nfurmal coMultaUon phMe. Inf-otmaU.o11Si.lltation 
irwn!"J!S 3 stePs.. 

Sup 2 

·step3 

Subm:it requenf« 
fcrm.ill consult<ticn 'to 
ESEO .. 

Spedes/critic-a! 
ha!:Jtat:roay·J:,e 
ptes~nt? 

Sperieslcrititi\1 
h_a1;iit~.t¢ay'b~ 
alf~c.ted7 

Spe6esfcJlti cat 
.ha~_tat ru_ay !;;e 
a<ivemly­
affed:ed? 

No 

COildude ~flO 
J----+J effect" and end 

Jrt_c<>fl)«ate 
Speci-es 

!<---~ G_oo.sewation 
Measurhl 

:SUbmit ntiona!:e and 
reqUt;$t t(lncw:renc.e 
t~ESFO 

U_Ol:E:'l_f atil~ytime Mdi!IOn<ll tnrcrrnalioQ I~ nl.!eded or you want per$llial ass\~\an~, ·'ynu inaY ConU!ttil_s_; Uslt.<J th!S site In no way {lre(lude5 proje<:t_ proponenh fio'm 
ree~lvlng perspoal :a$Sl5ta~ from our~jj.l..5.11p<.@iS .. Q:~{1!:~-

Midwest 

http://www.fws.gov/midwcst/endangered/sectiqn7/s7process/s7stcpxstep.html ll/29/2012 
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Section 7 Teelmkai A~i'itance 
Step~by·S:tep Instructions · Step 1 

Endangered Species 

For wind e<Hlrgy pro}ll~\S. ami projects lnsta1Un_<;~I"?Wer~nhlll _ln~htde_use of g~y wlre:. or .. re over 3,00 fea:ttn herght_ plei!5e contact the ,,_,,,;Mk'' S£Ciif4' 
~ 1(lt.alM In tl!e State Whl"re tho'! prCJ!Kl_ would occur for asslstal:lCil. rorilliO(tl.crprojects, co'nth'tUe wlth :SteP 1. 

Step 1:. D.;tonmlne '~hethu a IMed or proposed spe.:U!~-ordfffitgnated or- proposed <::rltic~l habitatmay.iu.>present witNo -the aeuon 11ret.. 

A. "CheCk the ~·;K·J-~.I'.•?;_t tiJ.dE!tifmlni> \'Jhelh~r _any-s$!Ccle,s w c)itka! habJta.t_ maY-be ~ies-erit ln the to_untY{ffi$} qft.h~,f!rQpoSe<1-ptoJ!!Ct. 

!;. If your prl)je<:t1S a 111JD p!ppli•>!!< 1,-,,.Nt •mhl~~"llt!Ul.l!l!']'~IJ::IllJ't!!Usttt •. Sl!.Xili<!.~l:w:> a d_ti¢.l.IJJ).'if!.Ar,;,), .llii:JtJJtt.llil.tf to go to 
11\~trucnons. spee>l'ic to tho~c: t)<p~s of proj~ts. !f nl!.t, C<ll'ltlnue. 

C Go 10 the-perUneot w:eti.!:5J•t(rrmi)iicry> KlfifZ defin~so~r a~ lion area, <~nd crcss·ref<:rence lllespedes lnformatrotl with your knowledge of the 
pr_oject site. 

lf$utl~ble habit~ll~rtl:(t pftSi!i\t In ftie lil:tl~il a~, .ccntlulie "species lliu;l ¢ritif:al h~hjt~tnot prese-nt" and docl,l_mtnt yO\i(fi_nd!ng, ~/q further c(lnsultatlon 1~ 
requlred. 

' Jf suit'able habit.lt I~ pr~5ent, but il;i"l<i (e.g., $UNeys)lndl{ite.sP«{e.s arid Cnl!c~l habit~t are ab_sent ffpr!l the-ii~loiJ area, conclo.tdl! ·~pedes an_d nil:iYll 
ha!Jliat f!Ol present"-and dontment yJJUr flndlll_g;.No fll!ther- CQn~ultation fi'<!U~. 

• lfl"uiti'lb* habitat rs Pf~S;.!ni, and nO otlier di:l_tii Indicate sp«ieS-or cntil:iil h3bi!at_"are absent, O)n~lude·"$p~s or _crltiC<llllabltat f(l<l)''b:a !?fi:!senf' and 
pJ'OC1!ed, to_SI.\'!p 2. 

lf .;uit~ble habitat hrpresent, arid no ottJeF.diita indicate species- ·Or cn11Ci! ~~~t~t ar~-absent, yoil may<:dru:!utt :oi survey fo det<iimini! whl!ttrer l!~~_cSP'W~i; 
or ttitlcal tJablt<~t ~e present, Plea$1a cunta~tthe fnJ;Q11f&iliJ>.!;:r<~.!J:!ihlJ1ffi.<:£1ot,~t_ed In 1!1e _s_t.ile whe~ the ProJett'WQllld occuf'for fl\Qfl!! inh(rmallon. 

Midwest 
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Endangered Species Act: S7 Step 2 

Section-7 T(,'Chnical Assi\tance 
Step~by·Step _Instructions A Step 2 

Endangered Species 

Stf:,p 2, Cet<~:rmlne wtll!thCr-lhe propcse.:lactkm may aff~t nsted or_proposed species or dej!gl\ated or pro~d-erilltal habitat. 

l!l.S~P I, you de!'!rled y/J:'UJ i'iC_tJor; ar<;'3 ~u!d t;Qndude~ that_allSt~d-r'esdun:e·-mty b;e piesenL" In thfs·step; you will determine wh.ettter)'flllr proj~t ~mil'( affect" 
sp&ies or cntlc<ll habitat. There are twa- po5s!blede'te'rm1oatlons In this-step:·''no effect~ or"rtta'll affect." 

To liSSin With rrH!.klno;-1111$ de_term;r~atl{ln, we sug_geiit tile fOlk!\vhig: 

·A. Oes<:ribe the prop"Sed attkm.ln your .desatpliOn, «teriilfy'!lle tioilll'.l, lo~;oifon, and vrh('n app_lftable, tlie lre~;~uenGy an!llntefl$)ty, of the prOpQsiW 
\K!lan. 

·p, OttermTnevilletller lfsi&lresources will b:e oxp_omdW t!_le Pr~?posed e~ion 9r to'<u>y'iif the e!Wir<mmllntll1 (hanges thilt are li~!y to cx:o~:Ur;You 
should assess the potential for tho actlan to affect any ~re St<19e of_ the ~p;::ctes, 

if ~pedes or criW;-<1] Mtiitat-wlll Mt be expo:;ed dlrettly or lndlreQiy to ttll! proposed action cr any re5ultlng environm~ntal chllnilt~ eondude "no_ 
effe('t" <~nd document yQur finding. No further C(lnsultatlan i'equlr!l'd, Fer- )'Our roiwenlenc<~, W! prOVide an e<xample of a -'.w grfgcl" 1ffi!tq:N fOr 

youriJSe. 

lf specres or Cl!tl<:al h<Jbltiltomay be exposed,- continue. 

C. Determ1!U?: if those species or critlra1 habitat expo~ wJll respond upon-l!](J)OSure. Rev Jew tile pertineut spede$ lnfofmatton page and re~tew other­
re!eVant _sO!'iceS-Oflnformalfqri {e.g., tond_u('\, ~ liteiatilr_e search fi:!f tliespcc~nc:str':"~'>!:lr cr:e:twlronmental c;fta_nge_ to which t!W species, will.be-exp;ose(i), 

~ 1f the tl'tllt-aYa"!la_ble'data fndiCale that the,s!>&le'>,<lrid critk~l h~bltatwi!l ntlt re:sp'bnd In- any itl'~imet; qllld<i_!fe "nt~'ettect" <Uld documen~YGW 
find fog. tip furil_ler consultatlO:n reQI.Iir<!-d. For ycut_U5e, :m r>U<v.Qlg pf ;, '">19 df,,~C;ifl.WJ!f,_<'JuiJif'll'-"j;:,j, 

If d~ta lndk~te the ~pe~ies-and: habitat may resJiQnd Upon tOiposUn:-, crlf data llf!'!J~Q.illvocaJ c'r lad(il'lg to- J~~tliY a .U:tern-iinalio:fil of "n_o e_ffl!tt', 
~!lnclude-·miiY affect" arid (lr<iceed t:o.Step·J. 

If surveys aul laeldllQ; II may be approp~te to conduct surveys-to determrM wlletller hsted s~~5-i.!'re -preseot -PleaSill:ont~ct tf:Je 
~-\lllifl';'"'i F•t'·i Pffirff nearest the pmJ~d tbr mrulflnromn!tJ,iln; 

http://www. fws.govimidwest/endangercd/section 7/s7process/step2.htm1 
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Endangered Species Act: S7 Step 3 Pagel of 1 

Section 7 Technical A..isfunce 
Step·by·Step Instructions· Step 3 

Endangered Species 

Step 3. Determine 'rihi:!lfu!r listed or ptoPQSEd spedes Or,dlis\cnated or propQs<l}l trlUcal.hab1!at may bn advt'rsel\lafteaed, 

1_~ SU:p l, you d!'t<lrmin~d that a speci_es or cr\tiC<Il hab;t~_t_may bee~pose4 aml may respond In some w:J.y toJM p<il:pOs«i:~~t!on or theA!:nVIronme<ifal Cnang!'j; )ikety 
to result (rom the prolJOSl;!d -~tti(li1• The ne~t Step_ is_ describifi!J_ the manner In wJ>lt;h the_ll$ted ~sources Wllile_spond, Spetlli<lilljy, you are:asses51ngwhetller tho! 
spedeS/trlllcal habitat Is "'not likely tO be a.:fVE!f~ly affEct~· of 'llllely to beadve_rs.e1:f' e(fe<:t~."-conilder Ul!!: fol!owll\!l_ln r11aldng ~our findlllg: 

t.,. WIJM ¥au are ba~1ng yoo r d!tetf!\ili'W!:>n on effect5"to the.spe_ctes' ll_abitat- rathenh3n to the sp&ies Itself, y_ou need to wn<,ll.l~ a fuo·p~it 
HseSSM~t: {l) de!~rmlne h!ll'l \tie-habitat will ress:>ol'ld to:the_prbposEXtatJ_klll {ft!r ~~imlpte,_changt$1~-MbJtat quality, Qllimtity, avallablfoly or 
llistribu~on}, aM {2) assess_ how tht!.sp.u:tel: Is -e~pej;ted'to resp(lnd.t:a.the;e ll<ibltat.<halll)l:!S. · 

e. Q-itltal Mbltal·anatnes fows on tJo;«the O[O_pos~ actiOo_ win affect the co~siltuent·ell!m.,nts-of·the ultica\ habitat. 

C. Ao actllln warrants·~ ~May <~ffe-<:1, 11et Jlkely_to_lie.adversely affected'' A~dlft9 wMn it~ l:ff&l~ are \~holly b_~(Je_l'idal, loSlgnlflC<!nt ordlsrountabll!, Uotel 
The thre~hald ri:lr a "like I)' to ild.l'etsel~ aff.u:t• determmatfon Is an-adverse effect to O{)e or more. fll:dlvld!ials. Also,,adverse eff~t is not sytl<:lnymtnJs with 
the teim ~t~l<.e,"-Atlv~rse·ertects_can OI;Cur evenlrtake ts \)nhJ<ely. 

~ If the listed nlso-urre I$ i•kelv to respond lri Only a b~nefldal m<lnnet, cb<ldudoVnot-li~ely to_adversely affect• ill'l~ S"ubmlt yo~r finding .and 
supporttng ratkl,;ate to.~h-e apprcpriate-~S rteld .Oiflce,all\1 re():u!Ut toncurre_nce: 

• -If til"- listed resourCe Is !;kerv to roi~l)<!rtd'ln a negative manner-bit wch re~\)(ll'ISES-<JI~.fl'pt!Cted to.lle rnMgnlf'Jull.t, ct~nch.N1e "not likely to adverJi~fy. 
!l'rfi'<f' ~nil s_ul;lmlt y<.>ur finding ·and S"IIPP!)l'tioi9 r,;,_tJQnale: tQ tf¥!:-!IPPI'QPrlate'ES field Offl!'e_ a:i>d req\]est <;onw(,_'ent~. 

-• lf the lined rescurC(!. lo:o l!~efy to re~pond in-i! negauVe_(\'lanner lxlt I he ll~hho® ofi!lth~t <;JCjlosur~ (lr suc~-!'l·ia:pQnse I~ diS:c:C)untitble,.1h'er> 
conclude "nOt h~eli'-to. adttersclt affJi~_t'· en!t wlimit yiim flnil~ and $UPP,O!tln9. rallonl!!e lo the apprQpr_tllte E!;i FJeld-Off~ 'IJld TelJIII!St tonc:tirrellt<:!. 

You may submtt your,reque5t ele<tr:onil:atfy tocille J;?-~idd Qlj,g n~~rl!\it-yooi' PoiiJe<:l area~ For _y_~~~,_ essistanw, i!il\ e~amp)e letterc!l)d,teniPfah'!_-ftre 
proltlded, 

0. Jf_you tanoot rom:tode that the resl)<J!l~¢ wJII be whlliiV ~il~fil:Ja_l; lns{Onitl~n~. or,io~tGLin'table:, (hed! the _SP<nes-"'Mt.IJi'.S.~tl1ih..LY.Yidill1i;:;<:..-!llJj 
{)l•,,:,rv,WM N~W «·~to determine whe_th~r !.here an~ rm:asur~~il•~t may be lm_p!ementerl to avoid or o11nh:n11e tilt! nelJative-efterts, 

lf'you il_Wdi!ij yOur pto(IOS!!d action toioi~lude CO,nnrvatiO!l meas,J_rt!S to 1mp1_emMt, SS&ll>~ now e~posure and response are antltlpated- to ttfange. 

Repeat Step 3:arnl dacufl"!(!r)t_yourtondu!!lc:m, a;-_appro-prl;ne. Be sure to Identify the .spe~:rlk o;nnse~ation mea~res yeu fntend'.tO lnCorpor~\.eand 
their assotlated blelogiC<~t t;onsequentes; 

_E. ~f y:Ou e.an~t_ton.(!ude-thatthe re$;xmse- wit! j)e wh!!Jiy. bene(icl&! or ln519n_lficant, or that the exposure ot ruponse JS distol.lnt<ib!e, Wntacl tne: 
approprtate-E:ibfr.t mnu.n.,, a~!StafTCe, 

Midwest 

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s7proeess/step3.htnu 11129/2012 



Illinois County Distribution 
Federatry Endangered, Threatened, and Candidate Species 
Revised October 2012 

County Species Status Habitat 
··:Adams · 

.· FI~.I(i (;).ffi(jl!~f!X....... )> 
C:c:n:t~~ct: ~;~.s. R~h i:ln9 
WIJdllfe SeMce 
Roc.k lsland"IIIlnols 
FleldOffice ·• 

. 151147th Avenue 
Mo!Jnei,llllnols 61265 
NC)Q)Z5?7ssgo ..•. · 

· ·e~rnan : .•·.·.········•• R<icklsland®fws;qov. 
FAX: '30Qc757-58Q'7 
Alexander 

Indiana bat (Myotis 
soda lis) 

Eastern prairie fringed 
orchid (Piatanthera 
/eucophaea) 

Endangered 

Endangered 

Threatened 

Caves, mines 
{hibernacula); small 
stream corridors with 
well developed riparian 
woods; upland forests 
fora in 

Mississippi River; 
Rock River to Steel Dam 
Mesic to wet prairies 

Gray bat (Myot/s Endangered Caves and mines; rivers 

·····Fl~;d,bffi<jetox•.·•>········;·.··~ _g_n..,.s_es_c_e..,n_s_J ______ +--...,---..,.-----+-!!~::!.;.::::"':::::srv'-· -o,-ir_s_a_d_i_ac_e_n_t_t_o---1 
Cp~tacf: ll·!;i'J'ish ani:!'· Indiana bat (Myo.tis Endangered Caves, mines 
Wildlife.!;iervice ;,• · soda/is) (hibernacula); small 

····Marion Illinpis·Sob- stream corridors with 
{)ffice . . ·.. . ·. • • · well developed riparian 
8588 Route ~4~ { woods; upland forests 
•M<)ricwiiiin6.Js:l'l2Q$Q•'t----.,-.,...,-----.,=------11-::--:------;----l~~fo:.:.r:.::ail.!tifnll'"-:-.-=:-----; 
~g~~~:~~t,l~~~t~c,;,l-ag!L~~~:!!.~!Sla~~~!:!J·~t.J. L..(-5-te_~_na-----l~E,...n...,d,_a-ng_e,...r_e..,d----l~~!!:!=.!r~:!lt!.~:!:l~c.::~ia~~:!!i~..!;·~;!fa:=~n:.:,:ds~--; 
fAX; (61'8) S)Q7f8961. Endangered Large rivers 

• e:maii.Mari<m\9)fWsigov · 
}-~~~~~~~~--~P,...r-o-po-s""'e""'ct""'a""'s-.---~...,b~h..,i...,o~R~iv""'e""'r-------1 

Indiana bat (Myotis 
sodafis) 

Threatened 

Endangered 

Endangered 

Shallow areas In larger 
riv.ers and Streams 
Caves, mines 
(.hibernacuia); small 

Field OffiCI,! to ··.•··· .... • .. · ... stream corridors with 
(;,q!'itiult: .Q.;S,,fl§fhij[Jj:l . well qeveloped riparian 
\A{fldllf.;Servlce •• :.' woods; upland forests 

&;{~niiltpoiS'f;iUp- t) ·.· 1--P-i-pi_n_g_p"""l-ov_e_r_C..,.h,...a-r-a""'d'"'ri,..us--I---,E:-n-d,..a-n-ge-·~-e-d:-----+-~~~~:.:.~.:::a?Lb~::_n~p!.Lre-s-e""'n7t..,in-:-::B::o-:n-:;d-l 
S586Route 148 · . melodus Count durin ml ration. 
Marion,IIIinois'62959 Eastern massasauga Candidate Graminoid dominated 
Phpne: (618j 991- · (Sisf:rurus catenatus) plant communities (fens, 
~344, ext,~40 ..•.. · sedge. meadows, 
Fti,X·: (61:8)•99?cM61 · peatlands, wet prairies, 
e:mail Marion@fWs.gov,' open woodlands, and 

shrublands 
Threatened Mesic to wet prairies 



County Species Status Habitat 
Boone Indtana bat (MyotJs 

.·. soda/is} 
Endangered caves, mmes 

(hibemacula); small 
Field Office .to stream corridors with 

· <;lo11tact: u.s. fish and well developed riparian 
. Wildlife· Service . . woods; upland forests 

R()(;K Islan(j . .Iflinois ··.1-----------l----'------1--...l(.!.:lfo:::r!Oaqli!ii.!.!nq~i------l 
Field Office .. · Eastern prairie. fringed Threatened Mesic to wet prairies 
i51147tl1 Avenue orclrid (Platanthera 
Moline, IlllnpiSJ51265 / teucophaea) 
pg~)757-?8QQ•·•x ........ ·· .• · . 

. ·e:mau ............................ .. 
. • Rockrsland@rws';gov;; ... · .. 
·.f'Ax: so9~i's7~s8o7 

Indiana bat (Myotis 
soda lis) 

Endan<;Jered Caves, mines 
(hiberiracula); small 

I .. Field C)ffic;e to stream corridors with 
Conta.ct:, u.s •. Fish and well developed riparian 
WlldllfeSeryic,~ , . · ·•· ..•.. :-:oods; upland rorests 
Ro.ck Island Illtno1s ·.·. I-----------~---------1--1!II~~o.!.!ra:.l:!!2gilnC!l;!Jqll'------l 
Field Office .. Decurrent false aster Threatened 
,151147thAlle~ue < lBo/tqnia decurrensl 
•. ,Moline, 11 llnols.•fi12(55·,··•··•·· .. 1-I.:Ea;::s;:::t~er:.:.:n.:.::p:..;r;::a:;::ir:::!ie!.!f::ri!.!n=..qG...ed.,..> -~1-T""h-r-ea_t_e_n<J-d.,..----+-...,.M.,-e-s.,..ic_t_o_w_e_t_P_. r-a""ir""ie-s----1 
fJO.!J:}7!i7-S80:b '•1 ' orchid (Piatanthera. 

1 i!tfi~~;_d7~~~!~v )' leucophaea.) 

... 
B .. ·u re. au .---;-· · . . ~..... lndiana bat (Myoti!; Caves, mines 

···.·,.. sodafir;) (hiberm~cula); small 
, •. Fie,ld Offl.cet.p ... · ... • \'_. stream corridors with 

Endangered 

•Co~~act:)J:~· Flsharod well developed riparian 

.'·'.~if~~~~~~~Yf~in~ls ;: .••. 1-,.D-e-cu-r-re_n...,.t'""'r'"'al,...se-a-st_e_r--+-T""h-r-ea_t_e-ne-d.,..----+--'w l,:::lf~~~:::::a~sil"",n,:auGt..ipl_a_n_d_fo_r_e_st_s_-1 
l5H 47thAY•;nJue '_' . (Beltonia decurrens) 

J .. •.·•Mollne, Illlp(ils 6;1.265· J-..1. r·:::,JB:::,Gf::;to~n"'iaa. :::.d~ec!;:lu:!!,.~.!..!re2n~s~i. ---+----..,.----+-.,--,----,-...,....,.---1 
·(309) 757c5~(j(j;.. . Eastern prairie fringed Threatened Mesic to wet prairies 
e:rnaiF < ':·' '· orchid (Piatanthera 

I RockrSiand@fwS,qov " Jeucephaea) 
FAX: 309·757~5807 ' · 

· • C<@6un --- .---:..- · ---- ]Jjdiana bat (Myotfs Endangered C<~ves, mines 
. .·.. , ·• . > soda/is) (hlbernacula); small 

I .Fie.ld Office .t9 • . , . stream corridors with 
Coj1tact: l).~, fish an(] well developed riparian 

1 Wlldllfe•SE;rl(jce., ·.·~··•·· woods; upland forests 
Marion Ill.l.h.Ois $up~ ,·· ·• ··1-----------l---------+-..>: !lf"'o.!..!ra:.l:!!2aiino~·u...i ____ -1 
Office . •'. · Decurrent false aster I 8588 Raute.148 • > •, fBoltonia decurrens) Thr<Jatened 
·,Mari~n, Illi!:roisp29~9 c•.I-I.E:::.a~st~e;!!rn~p:::.ra:;;;ir;:ie~fr2in~q.l..e-d---I--T-h-r-e-a-te-n-e...,.d---__.,I-M..,.....es...,.ic-.,.to-w-e""t-p-ra...,.lr,...ies-.---l 

I ~~~~;~~~.l~!~ez, . ....... r:~~~~£:~:)nthera 
FAX: (618) 997·8961 · 
e:mail Mariori@fws.,.;ov 

I carroll • •·• ···••·.· .. ·. 
• 

Field Office to 
Contact:.U:S. Flsh.and 
Wildlife service •• . .··. 
Rock Island Illinois · · 

Indiana bat (Myotis 
soda/is) 

Endangered Caves, mines 
(hibernacula); small 
stream corridors with 
well developed riparian 
woods; upland forests 
lforaoinai 



' 
.Field ()fficeJo · . 
contactfU;S; FisfJal1d 
Wildlife Service •. · · 
Marion Illinois Sub­
Office 
8588 

Eastern prairie fringed 
orchid (Piatantbera 
leucophaea) 

Threatened 

Proposed as 
Tnreatened 

'-d''"'"' mi_n~s 
(htbernacula); small 
stream corridors with 
well developed riparian 
woods; forests 

to 
with gravelly soil 

(hibernacula); small 
stream corridors with 
wel.l developed riparian 
woods; upland forests 

Dry to mesic 
with gravelly soil 

mines 
(hlbernacula); small 
stream corridors with 
well developed riparian 
woods; forests 

(~:~=~~~~~~~~J.~:;small stream with 
well developed riparian 
woods; upland forests 

River 



County Species Status Habitat 
Pboh<'!.: (6:18)997c · 
;:!344, ex~. 340 ·· 
FAX: (6Hl) 997~1?961 
e: mail Marlo · · 
Clay 

Fi!lld ofil!::!! to . 
¢ontac:t:.U;S:I'Ish and 

• · WiJdlire Ser\llce 
. Madpn lHinois .. sul:;~ 
··Office · · 

8SS.8 Route iA8 
Marion, Illinois 62959 
Phone: (618) 997-
3344, ext. 340 · 
FAX:. (618.) 997-s961 
e: mall arion fws. o\1 

Coles 

Field Office .t<!L 
. Contact: u.s, fish .and 
.. Wildl!fe Service 

Madon.IIIinols suo; 
Office 
8588 Route 14.8 · 

· Maiion, Illinois 629S9 · 
Phone: (618} 997~ 
334.4, ext. ;'340 · 
FAX: (618) 997-s9~1 
e: mail Marioll@fws.go\1 

Cook 

Eastern prairie fringed 
orchjd (Piatanthera 
/eucophaea.) 

Indiana bat (Myotis 
soda/is) 

Eastern prairie fringed 
orchid (P/atanthera 
/eucophaea) 

Indiana bat (Myotis 
soda/is) 

Eastern prairie fringed 
orchid (Piatanthera 
leuco haea 
Lakeside daisy 
(Hymenqxys ac!)u/is wm 
.Ia bra 

Indianabat (Myotls 
soda/is) 

snuffbox (Epiob/asma 
triquetra) 

Piping plover Charadrius 
metodus 

Threateneo 

Endangered 

Threatened 

Endangered 

Threatened 

Threatened 

Endangered 

Endangered 

Threatened 

Endangered 

Meslc to wet prairies 

Caves, mines 
(hlbernacula); small 
stream corridors with 
well del/eloped riparian 
woods; upland forests 
fora in 

Meslc to wet prairies 

Dry rocky prairies 

Calles, mines 
(hibernacula); small 
stream corridors with 
well developed riparian 
woods; upland forests 
fora In 

Small to medium-sized 
creeks and some larger 
rivers, in areas with a 
swift current 
Mesic to wet prairies 

Lakeshore beaches 



Field Office: to 
cofltactiu:s. F'ishanc:l 
WUc:lllfeServlce · 
Maripn Illi.nois Subc. 
Office 
fl!?flB Routec 14fl .. . 
Marlon,Jlllnois ,62,959 
phone: (6JS:) 997c 
3344; ext. 340 .. 
FAX.: (6'1.8) 99j'C896:L 
e:mall Maricm@fWs.gov 

Hine's-emera 
(SomatochJora hineana) 

Eastern Prairie fringed 
orchid (Piatanthera 
/eucophaeii} Go here for 
specific guidance on how 
to determine whether this 

Rabbitsfoot 
( Quadrula cy:Hndrica 

Indiana bat (My:otis 
soda/is) 

Endangered 

Endangered 

as 
Threatened 

Endangere(l. 

Gramino.id 
plant communities (fens, 
sedge meadows, 
peatlands, wet prairies, 

and 

wet 

high quality 
wetlands, sedge 
meadow, marsh, and 
mesic to wet prairie 

Late 
tallgrass prairie, tallgrass 
prairie converted to hay 
meadow, and · larles or 

Dry to 
with 

with 

nes 
(hibernacula); small 
stream corridors with 
well developed riparian 
woods; upland forests 

River 

Mesic to wet 

Caves, mines 
(hibernacula); small 
stream corridors with 
well developed riparian 

forests 

to medium-sized 
creeks and some larger 
rivers, in areas with a 

Mesic to wet prairies 



E 



November 21, 2012 

Eastern States Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
7450 Boston Boulevard 
Springfield, VA 22153-3121 

Jc.hn A, Sims,. CP 
Paralegal 
uw Department 

BNS_F RaUway Company 
2500 Lou Menk .Drive -.AOB-3 
Fort Worth, Texas 7613'1-2828 
tel 817·352-2376 
fax a.H-352-2397 

Email- john.sims@bnsf.com 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 487X); BNSF Railway Company-
Abandonment Exemption- in Cook County, 1/finois 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF'') anticipates filing .in the near future a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB'') authority in the above­
referenced docket to abandon approximately 0.50 miles of track ("Sangamon Street 
Line") beginning south of Western Avenue Yard at 161

h Street(186+79) up to the red 
board south of Cullerton Street (163+50) and abandon approximately 0.60 miles of track 
("Lumber Street Line") between Cermak Avenue, from the Colonial Brick switch 
(157+65), and !he end of the line on Lumber Street(197+S1), in Chicago, Cook County, 
Illinois. 

As part ofthe requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not 
there are any endangered or threatened species, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, or 
areas designated as critical habitat adjacent to or near the line, and 2) if so, what effects 
the proposed action may have on same. 

For your reference I have enclosed a map ofthe subject railroad line. Following is 
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails, ties and one 
bridge. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track. materials or rails. 
With the use of specialized mac;hinecy placed on the railroad right of way, the • 
rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other 
metal parts) are removed. Nel(t the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties 
are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that Will be re­
used in rail service, (2) landscape-quitlity ties that will be re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping and (3) s.crap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and 
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

Road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt 
or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also dismantled 
and removed. 



BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail 
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open m<~rkel. Each salvage 
contract includes detailed information on any environmental or historical. 
conditions imposed by the Office of Environmental Analysis of the Surface 
Transportation Board in their final decision. Completed work is independently 
inspected by a BN$F roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance 
with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual obligations, including OEA­
imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all 
possible, by January 18,2013. You may contact me by email or phonewith any 
questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

qvt,__~ 
John A. Sims, CP 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Tyler White- BNSF -tyler.white2@bnsf.com 
Karl Morell- Ball Janik LLP - kmorell@billp.com 
Mark Norton- BNSF- mark.norton@bnsf.com 
Mike Yuen- BNSF- michaet.yuen@bnsf.com 



RA./LWAY 

November21, 2012 

Mr. Michael Reynolds, Regional Director 
National Park Service 
Midwest Region 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102-4226 

John A, $ims, CP 
Parot~gal 
Law DejJarrilent 

BNSF Railway Company 
_250_0_ Lou_ Menk Drive -AOB-3 
Fort Worth, TeX!JS_-/6131~28-28 
tel 81-7·3'52~2376 
fax 817~352M2397 
Email - Joh_n.sims@bnSf.com 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 487X}; BNSF Railway Company-
A{Jandonment Exemption- in Cook County, Illinois 

BNSF R<lilway Company ("BNSF'I anticipates filing in the near future a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above­
referenced docketto abandon approximately 0.50 miles of track (~Sangamon Street 
Line") beginning south of Western AvE!nue Yard at 161hStreet(186+79) up to the red 
board south of Cul!erton Street ( 163+50) and .abandon approximately 0. 60 miles of track 
("Lumber Street Line") between Cermak Avenue, from the Colonial Brick switch 
(157+65), and the end of the line on LUmb.erStreet{197+81}, in Chicago, Cook County, 
Illinois. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not 
therec <)re .any wildlife sanctuaries or National or State parks or forests adjacent to or near 
the line, and 2) if so, what effects the proposed action may have on same, 

For your reference I have enclo.sed a map of the subject railroad line. Following is 
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails, ties and one 
bridge. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting ofthe track materials or rails. 
With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the 
rails and related steel (E!ngle bars, tie. plates, spikes, switches and any other 
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast with .a tool designed for minimum disruption qf ground matelial. The ties 
are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good. quality ties that will be re, 
used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties. are loaded into railcars and 
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

Road crossings are removed ana remediated, then repaved with gravel;. asphalt 
or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also dismantled 
and removed. 



BNSF S!llvage work for aband.onments is always performed by eJ<perienced rail 
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market Each salvage 
contract includes detailed information on any environmental or historical 
conditions imposed by the Office of Environmental Analysis of the Surface 
Transportation Board in their final decision. Completed work is independently 
inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance 
with BNSF standards of quality and all.contractual obligations, including OEA­
imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all 
possible, by January 18, 2013. You may contact me by email or phone with any 
questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, ~ 

~ms,CP 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Tyler White~ BNSF- tyler.white2@bnsf.com 
Karl Morell- Ball Janik LLP- kmorell@bjllp.com 
Mark Norton - BNSF - mark.norton@bnsf.com 
Mike Yuen- BNSF- michael.yuen@bnsf.com 
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RAILWAY 

November21, 2012 

US EPA Region 5 
Attn: Ken Westlake 
Ralph Metcalfe Federal Building 
77 West Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60604-3590 

•. John -A. Slms, CP 
Paral_egal 
Law-Dllp·artment 

~NS_F, R~nway Company 
2&00 Lou Meoll, Drive-AOB~;.\ 
Fort Worth, Texas 761'3-1~2828 
tel 81.7~352~2376 
fax ·817 -352-2397 

Email john.slms@bnsf.com 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub•No. 487X); BNSF Railway Company~ 
Abandonment Exemption -In Cook County, Illinois 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in the near future a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board C'STB") authority in the above­
referenced docket to abandon approximately 0.50 miles of track ("Sangamon Street 
Line") beginning south Of Western Avenue Yard at 161h Street (186+79) up to the red 
board south ofCullerton Street(163+50} and abandon approximately 0.60 miles of track 
("Lumber Street Line") between Cerma.k Avenue, from the Colonial srick switch 
(157+65), anc;l the end of the line on Lumber Street{197+81}, in Chicago, Cook County, 
Illinois. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, sNSF neec;ls to khOw: 1) whether or not 
this action will be consistent with Federal, State or local water quality standards, and 2) 
whether or not Section 402 and/or Nationiil Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
("NPDES") permits are required for performance of the salvage activity described below. 
Please note: BNSF anticipates the proposed abandonment should not disturb 
more than t)ne (1) acre of land. 

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the. subject railroad line. Following is 
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The proposed <Jbandonment will include the removal of the rails, ties and one 
bridge. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. 
With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the 
rails and relatec;l steel {angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other 
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of gr{)und material. The ties 
are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re­
I.Jsed in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-s.old to lumber 
dealers. for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and 
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved dh;posal site. 



Road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt 
or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also dismantled 
and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail 
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each .salvage 
contract includes detailed. information on ,any environmental or historical 
conditions imposed by the Office of Environmental Analysis of the .Surface 
Transportation Eloa.rd in their final decision. Completed work is independently 
inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance 
with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual obligations, including OEA­
impos.ed c.onditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at <~II 
possible, by January 1S, 2013. You may contact me by email or phone with any 
questions or concerns. 

Th<mk you in advance for your time and contribution: 

Sincerely, 

CJk.~ 
John A. Sims, CP 
Paraleg<~l 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Tyler White- BNSF- tyler.white2@bnsf.com 
Karl Morell.- Ball Janik LLP- kmorell@blllp.com 
Mark Norton- BNSF- mark.norton@bnsf.com 
Mike Yuen- BNSF- michael.yuen@bnsf.com 



Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources 
One Natural Resuurccs Way Sprin~field,lllinois 627,02-1271 
http://dnutatc.il.us 

Pat Quinn, Govemor 
Marc Miller, Director 

Office of Water Resources, Michael A. Bilandic Building, 160 N. LaSalte Street, Suite S-703 
Chicago, IL 60601 Phone: 312/793-3123 Fax: 312/793-5.968 

January 3, 2013 

Mr. John Sims, CP 
BNSF Railway 
2500 Lou Merik Drive.- AOB-.3 
Fort Worth, Texas 76131-2828 

RE: Illinois Coastal Management Program, Federal Consistency Determination 

Dear Mr. Sims: 

According to your letter dated November 21, 2012 the BNSF Railway is proposing to abandon 
two stretches oftrack in the City of Chicago (Sang am on Street Line; Lumi;Jer Street Line). We 
have reviewed your r!'qu~st and have determined that only a portion of the Lumber Street Line 
falls within the boundaries of the Illinois Coastal Management Program (ICMP) and that this 
portion is consistent with the enforceable policies of the JCMP. 

If you have any questions, feel free to cont:;~ct m~ at (312) 793-~947 or 
james.casey@illinois.gov, 

jZ'?:7 
James P. Casey 
ICMP Federal Consistency Coordinator 
IFC2013002 
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November 21, 2012 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Chicago District 
111 N. Canal Street 
Chicago, IL 60606-7206 

John A. Sims, CP 
Paraleg_aJ 
LaW Department 

BNSF flallway company 
2500 lou Menk Drive- ADB·3 
Fort Worth, 1exas 7-6131-28213 
tel SiJ-352-"2.376 
fax S1"1-352-2397 

Emau - John.sirils@bnstcom 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub·No. 487X); BNSF Railway Company­
Abandonment Exemption- in Cook County, 1/f/nois 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF"). anticipates filing in the near future a Noti.ce of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above­
referenced docket to abandon approximately 0.50 miles of track ("Sangamon Street 
Line") beginning south of Western Avenue Yard at 16lh Street (186+71:1) Up to the red 
board south of Cullerton Street (163+50) and abandon.approximately 0.60 miles of track 
("Lumber Street Line") between Cermak Avenue, from the Colonial Brick switch 
(157+65), and th\3 end of the line on Lumber Street (197+81), in Chicago, Cook County, 
Illinois. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not 
Section 404 permits will be required for the performance ofsalvage activity, and 2) if the 
proposed abandonment will affect any 100-year floodplains or any designated wetlands. 
Your assessment and comments are respectfully requested. In addition, if it is your 
determination that floodplains will be affected please furnish,. if available, 8%" x 11" black 
and white maps of each designated floodplain area. Please note: BNSF does not 
anticipate any potential impacts to waters of the U.S. as a result of the proposed 
abandonment. 

For your reference a map of the subject railroad line is enclosed. Following is 
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails, ties and one 
bridge. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track matf;rials or rail$. 
With the .. use of specialized machinery plac.ed on the railroad right of way, the 
rails and related steel {~ngl!'l bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other 
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties 
are separated into three groups as follows: ( 1) good quality ties that will be re­
used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re"sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and 
shipped by BNSFto an EPA-approved disposal site. 



Road c:rossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt 
or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also dismantled 
and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail 
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage 
contract includes detailed information on any environmental or historical 
conditions imposed by the Office of Environmental Analysis of the Surface 
Transportation Board in th.eir final decision. Completed work is independently 
inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance 
with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual obligations, including OEA­
imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all 
possible, by January 18, 2013. You may contact me by email or pltone with any 
questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

foL 
John A. Sims, CP 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Tyler White- BNSF- tyler.whi!e2@bnsf.com 
Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP - kmorell@bjllp.com 
Mark Norton - BNSF - mark.norton@bnsf.com 
Mike Yuen -BNSF- michael.yuen@bnsf.com 
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21st St. 1 Cermak St. from Peoria St. to Ltuuber St., r_~umbrir' St. from Cermak St:. 
to South of :tBth St:-. 

IHPA Log if001090n2 

September 5: 2012 

S-usan Odom 
BNSF l{ailway Company 
2500 Lou z.Jenk brive ~ 1\0B3 
~·met North, ·rx 76131 

Dear l>!s. Odom: 

We have revio·ved the docUI:nentqtion subnd.tted fbr the refe":~:_enced pJ:oje.ct in 
accordance \<Tith 36 CFR PuJ.~-t 3.0.0. 4. ·•rha Sangamon St. portion -and a s-ec._-ti.on of the 
Cerrnak St. port:ion l":l.e with-in the Pilsen Uist_o_:r:-ic D.iatrict, ~rhioh- was listed on t::hH 
National Hegist@r of Histqric. Places~ Based upon the inl:omuat::i.on providt;id,_ no 
hLStorie prop-erties al.~e affected. \'le, there-fo:z:G, have no objection to the 
undertaking· proceed:f._ng as platlned. 

Ple-ase retain this let:ter in your files as ev1dc~ce of COlnpliahqe_ with sec_tion 106 
of the National Historic ·preservation Act of 1966, as -amended. This cloa:t·ance 
rewains in effect for two years' from date qf iss_uauce. 
discovu--:t.1' during construction, nor is it a ol.aaranoe for 
Human Skeletal Remains Protection Act (20 ILCS 3440) . 

It does not per.tain to any 
pu:t."J?O-Ses o_f the Iilinois: 

If you have any fu:r.'t-her que3stiorl:s, please contact: me at 21'7 /7"05-5027 ~ 

Sincerely, 

0/\f\/Y"Q..._. L ~4\c~r 
Anne B. llaaker 
Deputy State Hj,st6-ric 

Frese1:vaLiOn OffiCer 




