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Appeals decision lblt iuled 1he metlks aad staadards to ddc.miae n=spoasibility for train delays 
to be~. on-time perf~ of die Empire Builder dcaased dramaUcally. and 
the length of each delay ~·- Amtrak estimates die avefaF delay for the Empire Builder 
~~its entire. iotltt, is eiJht~b? teil hours. As ·or Ju~ 2014 • . Amtrak~ a lS ~drop in 
ridership attplxatable tO ~Y.'· ~~estimate$ its moa~y losses tO exCeed $1 million for the 
Empire Builder 8kme. · Given that ooOunerclat air or· bus serVice operating oo dte same route as 
the Empire Builder is inadequate. this route is vital to the transportation interests of our state and 
nation. 

As chairs of the Senate and House Transportation committees, along with our legislative 
colleagues who represent communities surrounding Amtrak's Empire Builder route through 
Minnesota, we hope a solution can_be reached to bal~ these competing interests. If the 
~rail ~ys· cdlitin~ ·We bCf;tVe ~will BOt only have a deaimental effect on 
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