
STINSON 
LEONARD 

STREET 

September 4, 2015 

VIA E-FILING 

Victoria Rutson 
Environmental Analysis Chief 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street SW, Room 1106 
Washington, DC 20423 

W. Karl Hansen 

612.335.7088 DIRECT 

karl.hansen@stinsonleonard .com 

Re: Soo Line Railroad Company - Abandonment of Trackage in Cook County, Illinois 
STB Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 63X) 

Dear Ms. Rutson: 

Please find enclosed for filing a copy of Soo Line Railroad Company's Environmental and 
Historic Reports pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Part 1105. A copy of the transmittal letter pursuant to 
49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 is also enclosed. 

Soo Line anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon the 5,253 foot 
railroad line on or about September 25, 2015. 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 

cc: Parties on the Attached Service List 
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STINSON 
LEONARD 

STREET 

September 4, 2015 

To: Persons on the attached Service List 

W. Karl Hansen 

612.335.7088 DIRECT 

karl .hansen@stinsonleonard.com 

Re: Soo Line Railroad Company - Abandonment of Trackage in Cook County, Illinois 
STB Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 63X) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

On or about September 25, 2015, Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") expects to file with 
the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Verified Notice of Exemption seeking authority to 
abandon approximately 5,253 feet of rail line between Milepost 0.0 +/- (Milepost 8.9 +/- on 
the Metro main line) and Milepost 0.9 +/-at the intersection of Diversey Avenue in Chicago 
(Dunning Line) which traverses through United States Postal Service ZIP Code 60707 in Cook 
County, Illinois. Attached is an Environmental Report and a Historic Report describing the 
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of 
the affected area. 

Soo Line is providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis 
for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information 
is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have 
any questions about the Board's environmental review process, please contact the Office of 
Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW, Washington 
D.C. 20423, telephone (202) 245-0454 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No 63X). 
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments to OEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be 
appreciated within 3 weeks. 

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and historic 
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this 
proposal, please contact the undersigned directly. 

Sincerely, 

Stinson Leonard Stre [Jilk -

//~/2 ~i 7-7' 
1"~//l,l''") ----Y- ( L --/ 

W. Karl Hansen 

Enclosures 
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SERVICE LIST 
ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORICAL REPORT 

DUNNING LINE ABANDONMENT 
S.T.B. DOCKET NO. AB-57 (Sub-No. 63X) 

Appropriate Regional Office(s) of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60604-3590 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Mr. Tom Melius 
Regional Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
5600 American Blvd. West 
Suite 990 
Bloomington, MN 55437-1458 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Chicago, IL District Office 

U.S. Army Engineer District, Chicago 
ATIN: Public Affairs Office 
231 S. LaSalle 
Suite 1500 
Chicago, IL 60604 

National Park Service 

Patty Trapp 
Acting Regional Director 
National Park Service 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102-4226 

U.S. Soil and Conservation Service 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
2118 West Park Court 
Champaign, IL 61821 
Attn : Ronald Collman - Acting State Soil Scientist 

M INNESOTA/20495 19.0551 /12383895. l 



National Geodetic Survey and U.S. Geological Survey 

National Geodetic Survey 
SSMC3 #9340 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 

State Clearinghouse 

Illinois State Clearinghouse 
Office of the Governor 
State of Illinois 
207- Statehouse 
Springfield, IL 62706 

State Department of Transportation for Illinois 

Illinois Department of Transportation 
2300 S. Dirksen Parkway 
Springfield, IL 627 64 

State Environmental Protection Agency for Illinois 

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
l 021 North Grand Avenue East 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, Illinois 62794-927 6 

State Historic Preservation Office for Illinois 

Illinois State Historic Preservation Officer 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Preservation Services 
l Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield IL 62701-1507 

State Water Quality Official 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
Office of Water Resources 
160 N. LaSalle St - Suite S-703 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 

Cook County 

The Honorable Toni Preckwinkle 
Cook County Board of Commissioners - President 
118 N. Clark Street Room 537 
Chicago, IL 60602 

MINNESOTA/204951 9 .055 1 /12383895 . l 



City of Chicago 

City of Chicago 
Department of Planning and Development 
121 N. LaSalle St. 
1 Oth Floor 
Chicago, IL 60602 

Regional Railroad Authority 

Regional Transportation Authority 
Administrative Offices 
175 W. Jackson Blvd, Suite 1650 
Chicago, IL 60604 

MINNESOTA/2049519.0551 /12383895 . l 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

SOO LINE RAILROAD COMP ANY -
ABANDONMENT OF TRACKAGE 
LOCATED IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

) 
) 
) 

DOCKET NO. AB-57 
(SUB-NO. 63X) 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION TO ABANDON PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R § 1152.50 
APPROXIMATELY 5,253 FEET OF RAILROAD LINE BETWEEN MILEPOST 0.0+/­

(MILEPOST 8.9 +/-ON THE METRA MAIN LINE) AND MILEPOST 0.9 +/-AT DIVERSEY 
A VENUE IN CHICAGO (DUNNING LINE) WHICH TRAVERSES THROUGH UNITED 

STATES POSTAL SERVICE ZIP CODE 60707 IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

I 08465125.1 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH 

49 C.F.R. PART 1105 

SOO LINE RAILROAD COMP ANY 
d/b/a Canadian Pacific 

STINSON LEONARD STREET LLP 
W. Karl Hansen 
150 South Fifth Street, Suite 2300 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402 
Tel. (612) 335-7088 
Fax. (612) 335-1657 

Attorney for Applicant 
Service Date: September 4, 2015 

Filing Contains Color Images 



BEFORE THE 
SURF ACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

SOO LINE RAILROAD COMP ANY -
ABANDONMENT OF TRACKAGE 
LOCATED IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

) 
) 
) 

DOCKET NO. AB-57 
(SUB-NO. 63X) 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION TO ABANDON PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R § I 152.50 
APPROXIMATELY 5,253 FEET OF RAILROAD LINE BETWEEN MILEPOST 0.0+/­

(MILEPOST 8.9 +/- ON THE METRA MAIN LINE) AND MILEPOST 0.9 +/- AT DIVERSEY 
A VENUE IN CillCAGO (DUNNING LINE) WRICH TRAVERSES THROUGH UNITED 

STATES POSTAL SERVICE ZIP CODE 60707 IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH 

49 C.F.R. PART 1105 

The fo llowing information is submitted to the Surface Transportation Board by Soo Line 
Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific in accordance with the Board 's reporting 
requirements as set forth in 49 C.F.R. Section 1105.7, for the purpose of assisting the Board in its 
preparation of an environmental document regarding Soo Line's Verified Notice of Exemption 
under 49 U.S.C. § 10502 from the prior approval requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903, permitting 
the abandonment of approximately 5,253 feet of railroad line between Milepost 0.0 +/- (Milepost 
8.9 +/-on the Metra main line) and Milepost 0.9 +/- at the intersection of Diversey Avenue in 
Chicago (Dunning Line) which traverses through United States Postal Service ZIP Code 60707 
in Cook County, Illinois. 

REQUIREMENTS OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1105.7 

Section 1105.7(b)(l) - (11) Distribution: 

(b) At least 20 days prior to filing with the Board a notice of exemption, petition for 
exemption, or an application for abandonment or discontinuance the applicant must serve 
copies of the Environmental Report on: 

108465125.1 

(1) The State Clearinghouse of each State involved (or other state equivalent 
agency if the State has no clearinghouse); 

(2) The State Environmental Protection Agency of each State involved; 
(3) The State Coastal Zone Management Agency for any state where the 

proposed activity would affect land or water uses within that State's 
coastal zone; 



(4) The head of each county (or comparable political entity including any 
Indian reservation) through which the line goes; 

(5) The appropriate regional offices of the Environmental Protection Agency; 

(6) The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; 

(7) The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; 

(8) The National Park Service; 

(9) The U.S. Soil Conservation Service; 

(10) The National Geodetic Survey (formerly known as the Coast and Geodetic 
Survey) as designated agent for the National Geodetic Survey and the U.S. 
Geological Survey; and; 

(11) Any other agencies that have been consulted in preparing the report. 

See List of Parties Consulted and Certificate of Service, attached as Exhibit No. 1. 

Section 1105.?(c) Certification of Service of Environmental Report: In its Environmental 
Report, the applicant must certify that it has sent copies of the Environmental Report to the 
agencies listed and within the time specified in paragraph (b) of this section and that it has 
consulted with all appropriate agencies in preparing the report. These consultations should be 
made far enough in advance to afford those agencies a reasonable opportunity to provide 
meaningful input. 

See List of Parties Consulted and Certificate of Service, attached as Exhibit No. 1. 

Section 1105.7(c) Publication of Newspaper Notice of Intent to Abandon: Finally, in every 
abandonment exemption case, applicant shall certify that it has published in a newspaper of 
general circulation in each county through which the line passes a notice that alerts the public to 
the proposed abandonment, to available reuse alternatives, and to how it may participate in the 
STB proceeding. 

The Chicago Sun Times published the Notice for Publication specified at 49 
C.F.R. § 1105.12 on August 21, 2015. A copy of the newspaper notice, 
Certificate of Counsel, and Affidavit of Publication are attached as Exhibit No. 2. 

Section 1105.7(d) Documentation: Any written responses received from agencies that were 
contacted in preparing the Environmental Report shall be attached to the report. Oral responses 
from such agencies shall be briefly summarized in the report and the names, titles, and telephone 
numbers of the persons contacted shall be supplied. A copy of, or appropriate citation to, any 
reference materials relied upon also shall be provided. 

All the agencies referenced at 49 C.F.R. Section 1105.?(b) were contacted by 
letters dated August 14, 2015 to solicit comments. See Exhibit No. 4. Responses 
received to date have been incorporated along with Soo Line's analysis. Copies 
of responses are attached as Exhibit No. 3. Subsequent written comments may be 
received by the OEA and Soo Line. 
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Status of written and oral comments received: 

1105.7(b)(l) State Clearinghouse: 

The Illinois State Clearinghouse was contacted by letter on August 14, 2015, but 
no response has been received to date. 

1105.7(b)(2) State Environmental Protection Agency: 

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency was contacted by letter on 
August 14, 2015, but no response has been received to date. 

1105. 7(b)(3) State Coastal Zone Management Agency: 

NIA -- The subject rail line is not within a designated coastal zone. 

1105.7(b)(4) Head of Each County Through Vlhich The Line Goes: 

The President of the Cook County Board of Commissioners was contacted by 
letter on August 14, 2015, but no response has been received to date. 

1105.7(b)(5) Appropriate Regional Offices of the Environmental Protection Agency: 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency was contacted by letter on August 14, 
2015, but no response has been received to date. 

1105.7(b)(6) U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services: 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was contacted by letter on August 14, 2015, 
but no response has been received to date. 

1105.7(b)(7) U.S. Armv Corns of Engineers: 

The Chicago District Office of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was contacted 
by letter on August 14, 2015, but no response has been received to date. 

1105.7(b)(8) National Park Service: 

The National Park Service vvas contacted by letter on August 14, 2015, but no 
response has been received to date. 

l 105.7(b)(9) U.S. Soil Conservation Service: 

The United States Department of Agriculture's Natural Resources Conservation 
Service was contacted by letter on August 14, 2015 and its response is included in 
Exhibit No. 3. 
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l 105.7(b)(l0) National Geodetic Survey: 

The National Geodetic Survey was contacted by letter on August 14, 2015 and its 
response is included in Exhibit No. 3. · 

1105.7(b)(ll) Other agencies consulted: 

The Ill inois Department of Transportation was contacted by letter on August 14, 2015, 
but no response has been received to date. 

The Illinois State Historic Preservation Officer was contacted by letter on August 14, 
2015, but no response has been received to date. 

11 OS.7(e)(3) Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies 

The Regional Transportation Authority in Chicago was contacted by letter on 
August 14, 2015, but no response has been received to date. 

The City of Chicago Department of Planning and Development was contacted by 
letter on August 14, 2015, but no response has been received to date. 

Section 1105.7(e) Content: The Environmental Report shall include all of the information 
specified in this paragraph, except to the extent that applicant explains why any portion(s) are 
inapplicable. If an historic report is required under § 1105.8, the Environmental Report should 
also include the Historic Report required by that section. 

The Historic Report pmsuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8 is attached as Exhibit No. 5. 

Section l 105.7(e)(l) Proposed Action and Alternatives: Describe the proposed action, including 
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that 
may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also 
describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and 
drawings clearly delineating the project. 

The proposed action is the abandonment of approximately 5,253 feet of rail line in 
Cook County, Illinois. There have been no customers and no local traffic on the 
line for more than 2 years. Following abandonment, any remaining track, ties, 
rails, spikes, plates, railroad-related utilities, signaling devices and other track 
materials will be removed and e]ther reused, recycled or disposed of in an 
appropriate manner. A detailed map of the project is included as Appendix A to 
the Historic Report attached as Exhibit No. 5. 

Section 1105.7(e)(2) Transportation System: Describe the effects of the proposed action on 
regional or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger 
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or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the 
proposed action. 

The abandonment of this line of railroad will have no effect on regional or local 
transportation systems and patterns, and it will cause no traffic to be diverted to 
other transportation systems. 

Section 1105.7(e)(3)(i) Land Use: Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning 
agencies and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state 
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any 
inconsistencies. 

The Regional Transportation Authority and the City of Chicago Department of 
Planning and Development were contacted by letter on August 14, 2015. No 
responses have been received to date. Soo Line has no reason to believe that the 
proposed action would be inconsistent with existing land use plans. 

Section 1105.7(e)(3)(ii): Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state 
the effect of the proposed action on any prime agricultural land. 

The United States Department of Agriculture's Natural Resources Conservation 
Service was contacted by letter on August 14, 2015, but no response has been 
received to date. 

Section 1105.7(e)(3)(iii) : If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal 
zone, include the coastal zone information required by 49 C.F.R. § 1105.9. 

The subject rail line is not within a designated coastal zone. 

Section l 105.7(e)(3)(iv): If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the 
right-of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10906 and explain why. 

The right-of-way may be suitable for alternative public use. 

Section l 105.7(e)(4)(i) Energy: Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of 
energy resources. 

Soo Line believes the proposed abandonment will have no effect on the 
development and transportation of energy resources, or on the movement and/or 
recovery of recyclable cornmod ities. 

Section 1105.7(e)(4)(ii): Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities. 

No impact is anticipated. 
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Section 1105. 7(e)( 4)(iii): State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease 
in overall energy efficiency and explain why. 

No impact is anticipated. 

Section l 105.7(e)(4)(iv): If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage 
of more than: 

A. 1,000 rail carloads a year; or 

B. An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the affected line, 
quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and 
methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To minimize the production ofrepetitive 
data, the information on overall energy efficiency in§ 1105.7(e)(4)(iii) need not be 
supplied if the more detailed information § I 105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required. 

The proposed action will not cause any diversion from rail to motor carriage. 

Section 1105.7(e)(5)(i) Air: If the proposed action will result in either: 

A. An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles 
annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected 
by the proposal; or 

B. An increase in rai l yard activity of at least l 00 percent (measured by carload 
activity); or 

C. An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily 
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the anticipated effect 
on air emissions. For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 10502) to construct a new 
line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned line, only the eight train a day 
provision in subsection (5)(i)(A) will apply. 

The proposed abandonment: 

A. Will not result in an increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent or an increase of 
at least eight trains per day on any segment of rail line affected by the proposed 
abandonment. 

B. Will not result in an increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured 
by carload activity). 

C. Will not result in an average increase in truck traffic by 10 percent or 50 vehicles 
per day for any affected road segment. 
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Section l 105.7(e)(5)(ii): If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area under the 
Clean Air Act, and will result in either: 

A. An increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles 
annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line; 

B. An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload 
activity); or 

C. An average increase in truck traffic or more than 10 percent of the average daily 
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected 
increased emissions are within the parameters established by the State Implementation 
Plan. However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. 10901(or49 U.S.C. 10502), or a 
case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line, only the 
three train a day threshold in this item shall apply. 

The proposed abandonment: 

A. Will not result in an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent or an increase of 
at least three trains per day on any segment of rail line affected by the proposed 
abandonment. 

B. Will not result in an increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured 
by carload activity). 

C. Will not result in an average increase in truck traffic by 10 percent or 50 vehicles 
per day for any affected road segment. 

Section 1105.7(e)(5)(iii): If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide 
and freon) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency or service; safety 
practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicanf s safety record (to the extent available) 
on derailments, accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the 
likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or 
derailment. 

Transportation of ozone depleting materials are not involved. 

Section 1105.7(e)(6) Noise: If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are 
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause: 

(i) An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or 

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify sensitive 
receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement communities, and 
nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase for these receptors if 
the thresholds are surpassed. 
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None of the thresholds identified in item (S)(i) ofthis section will be surpassed. 

Section l 105.7(e)(7)(i) Safety: Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and 
safety (including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings). 

Public health and safety will not be affected adversely by the proposed abandonment. 

Section 1105.7(e)(7)(ii): If hazardous materials are expected to be transporte4 identify: the 
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if 
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (including any speed 
restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and 
hazardous spills; the cont1ngency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an 
accidental release of hazardous materials. 

No hazardous materials are currently transported over this line. 

Section 1105.7(e)(7)(iii): If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have 
been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites 
and the types of hazardous materials involved. 

In July 2015, a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment ("ESA") identified no 
current recognized environmental conditions e'REC") on the right-of-way. No 
historical RECs were identified in connection with the site. A copy of the ESA 
will be made available upon request. 

Section 1105.7(e)(8)(i) Biological Resources: Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, state whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or 
threatened species or areas designated as a crjtical habitat, and if so, describe the effects. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was contacted by letter on August 14, 2015, 
but no response has been received to date. No adverse effects are anticipated. 

Section 1105.7(e)(8)(ii): State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or 
forests be affected, and describe any effects. 

No sanctuaries, state parks, or refuges will be adversely affected by the proposed 
abandonment. 

Section 1105.7( e)(9)(i) Water: Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state 
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality 
standards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency was contacted by letter on August 
14, 2015, but no response has been received to date. Soo Line will take proper 
care during salvage activities to prevent any impact on water quality. 

8 

10&465125.1 



Section 1105.7(e)(9)(ii): Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state 
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the 
proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. 
Describe the effects. 

The Chicago District Office of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was contacted 
by letter on August 14, 2015, but no response has been received to date. 

Section 1105.7(e)(9)(iii): State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency or the State Environmental Protection or Equivalent Agency if 
they are unsure whether such permits are required). 

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency were contacted by letter on August 14, 2015, but no response 
has been received to date. Because no in-stream salvage activities are 
contemplated, it is Soo Line's opinion that permits under Section 402 of the Clean 
Water Act are not required. 

Section 1105.7(e)(10) Proposed Mitigation: Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate 
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate. 

Soo Line does not anticipate any adverse effect to the environment. Accordingly, 
other than using appropriate care conducting salvage of track, ties, rails, spikes, 
plates, railroad-related utilities, signaling devices and other track material , no 
mitigation will be necessary. Soo Line will take particular care not to disturb the 
geodetic marker identified by the National Geodetic Survey in its e-mail 
correspondence dated August 26, 2015. 

Section l 105.7(e)(l 1) Additional Information for Rail Constructions: The following additional 
information should be included for rail construction proposals (including connecting track 
construction). 

Not applicable. 

Section 1105.8 Historic Reports: (a) An applicant proposing an action identified in§ 1105.6(a) 
or (b), or an action in§ l 105.6(c) that will result in the lease, transfer, or sale of a railroad's line, 
sites or structures, must submit (with its application, petition or notice) the Historic Report 
described in paragraph ( d) of this section, unless excepted under paragraph (b) of this section. 
This report should be combined with the Environmental Report where one is required. The 
purpose of the Historic Report is to provide the Board with sufficient information to conduct the 
consultation process required by the National Historic Preservation Act. 

The Historic Report is attached as Exhibit No. 5. 
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Section 1105.9 Coastal Zone Management Act Requirements: If the proposed action affects land 
or water uses within a State coastal zone designated pursuant to the Coastal Zone Management 
Act (16 U.S.C. 145 1 et seq.) applicant must comply with the following procedures. 

The subject rail line is not in a State coastal zone designated pursuant to the 
Coastal Zone Management Act. 

END OF REPORT 

10 

I 08465125.1 



108465 125.J 

Exhibit No. 1 

Certificate of Service of Environmental and Historic Report 
and List of Parties Consulted 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS 

I hereby certify that o~£.v- 7' , 2015, I served the Environmental Report 

and Historic Report relative to STB Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 63X), pursuant to 49 C.F.R. §§ 

1152.50; l 105.7(b), (c); and 1105.11, by First Class U.S. Mail properly addressed and with 

postage prepaid upon the parties listed on the attached List of Partie Consulted. 

Dated at Minneapolis, Minnesota this '1!...._~ay o /l.. , 2015. 
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ENVIRONMENT AL & HISTORICAL REPORT 
CHICAGO, IL ABANDONMENT 

S.T.B. DOCKET NO. AB-57 (SUB-NO. 63X) 
LIST OF PARTIES CONSULTED 

Parties consulted in preparing Environmental and Historical Reports - Soo Line Railroad 
Company (d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway) - Abandonment of Line of Railroad between 
Milepost 0.0+/- (Milepost 8.9+/- on the Metra main line) and .Milepost 0.9+/- at the intersection 
ofDiversey Avenue in Chicago (Dunning Line), Cook County, State of Illinois, which traverses 
through U.S. Postal Zip Code 60707 (total length: approximately 5,253 feet) -- S.T.B. Docket 
No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 63X) 

FEDERAL AGENCIES CONSULTED 

Appropriate Regional Office(s) of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60604-3590 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

:Vfr. Tom Melius 
Regional Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
5600 American Blvd. West 
Suite 990 
Bloomington, MN 55437-1458 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Chicago. IL District Office 

108465125.l 

U.S. Army Engineer District, Chicago 
ATTN: Public Affairs Office 
23 l S. LaSalle 
Suite 1500 
Chicago, IL 60604 



National Park Service 

Patty Trapp 
Acting Regional Director 
National Park Service 
601 Riverfront D1ive 
Omaha, NE 68102-4226 

U.S. Soil and Conservation Service 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
211 8 West Park Court 
Champaign, IL 61 821 
Attn: Ronald Collman - Acting State Soil Scientist 

National Geodetic Survey and U.S. Geological Survev 

National Geodetic Survey 
SSMC3 #9340 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 

STATE AGENCIES CONSULTED 

State Clearinghouse 

Illinois State Clearinghouse 
Office of the Governor 
State of Illinois 
207- Statehouse 
Springfield, IL 62706 

State Department of Transportation for Illinois 

Illinois Department of Transportation 
2300 S. Dirksen Parkway 
Springfield, IL 62764 

State Environmental Protection Agency for Illinois 

108465125. l 

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
1021 North Grand Avenue East 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276 



State Historic Preservation Office for Illinois 

Illinois State Historic Preservation Officer 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Preservation Services 
1 Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield IL 62701-1507 

State Coastal Zone Management Agency 

NIA 

State Water Qualitv Official 

Illinois Department ofNatural Resources 
Office of Water Resources 
160 N. LaSalle St - Suite S-703 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 

Other Political Entities and/or Indian Reservations through which the line runs 

Cook Countv 

The Honorable Toni Preckwinkle 
Cook County Board of Commissioners - President 
118 N. Clark Street Room 537 
Chicago, IL 60602 

Citv of Chicago 

City of Chicago 
Department of Planning and Development 
121 N. LaSalle St. 
10th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60602 

Regional Railroad Authority 

108465 125 .1 

Regional Transportation Authority 
Administrative Offices 
175 W. Jackson Blvd, Suite 1650 
Chicago, IL 60604 



Exhibit No. 2 

Certification of Publication of Newspaper Notice in Newspapers of General Circulation in 
Counties where Line is Situated and Affidavit of Publication 

(49 C.F.R. Section 1105.12) 
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION OF PUBLIC NOTICE 
IN NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL CIRCULATION 

I hereby certify that relative to STB Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 63X), pursuant to 49 

C.F.R. Sections 1152.50 and 1105.12, a public legal notice was published on August 21, 2015 in 

the Chicago Sun Times, which is a newspaper of general circulation where the subject trackage is 

located. 

Dated at Minneapolis, Minnesota this $ ay Ol:::;j~~~~~t-

I 08465125.1 



Notice of Intent 

ADORDERNUMBER: 0000943428-01 

PO NUMBER: Notice of Intent 

AMOUNT: 1,786.00 

NO OF AFFIDAVITS: 1 

NOTICE OF INTENT 
TO ABANDON RAIL SERVICE 

Soo Line Railroad Company dlbla Canadian Pacific gives nt>­
tice lhat on or about Se~ 25, 2015, it intendS 10 file \\i1h 
1hG SUTface Transportation Soard, Washington, DC 20423, a 
notice of exemption under 49 C.F.R. 1152 Subpan F - Ex· 
empt Abandonmerc1s, permitting the abandonment ol approxi· 
mately 5,253 feet ot railroad line between railroad milepost 
O.O+I· (milepost 8.9.+/· on Iha Metra main line) and railroad 
milepost 0.9+/· at the interSE<:OOn ol 011/eisey Avenue in Chica· 
jlO, ntinois Which traverses through United statgs Postal Seiv· 
1oe ZIP Code 60707 in Cook County, Illinois. The proceeding 
will be docketed as No. AB-57 (SUb-No. 63X) . 

The Board's Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) wiK gener· 
aly pepare al\ Environmental Assessment (EA), which will 
normally be available 25 days after th9 ming of the notice of ex­
emption. Comments on 11nvironmental and en<argy matters 
should be filed no later than 15 days after the EA becomes 
available to the public and will be addressed in a Board deci· 
sion. Interested persons may obtain a copy ol lhe EA or make 
inquiries regarding environmental matters b'f WT!tlng to the Of· 
lice ol Environ mental Analysis, S>Jrtaca Transponatlon Board, 
395 E Street, s.w., WashlngtOn, DC 20423, or by calllng that 
office at 202·245-0295. 

Appropriate olfers ol financial assistance to continue rail serv­
ice can be filed with the Board. Requests for environmemlll 
conditions, public use conditions, or rail bankin91trails vse also 
can be filed with the Board. An original and 1 o copies of any 
pleading that raises rnatt<ars other than environmantal issuas 
(such as trails use1 public use, and offers of financial assis­
tance) must be Rea direcUy with the Board's Section ol Aclnin­
islration, Office of Proceedings, 395 E Street, S.W., Washing­
ton, DC 20423-0001 [Sae 49 CFR 1104.1 (a) and 1104.3(a)), 
and on9 oopy must be served on applicant's rapresentativ9 
(SEK! 49 CFR 1104.12(a)J. Questions regarding offers of fin an· 
clal assistance, pubic use er trails use may be directed 10 the 
Board's Office Of Putllic Assistance, Governmental Alfairs, 
and Compliance at 202-245-0238. Copies of any comments or 
requests for conditions should be served on the applicant's 
representative, W. Karl Hansen at Stinson Leonard Street 
LLP, 150 South Fif111 Street, Suite 2300, Minneapolis, MN 
55402, 612-3$-1500. 8121115 #943428 

LEONARD STREET AND DEINARD 

150 S FIFTH STR 

STE 2300 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 

Chicago Sun-Times 
Certificate of Publication 

State of Illinois - County of Cook 

Chicago Sun-Times, does hereby certify it has published the attached advertisments in 

the following secular newspapers. All newspapers meet Illinois Compiled Statue 

requirements for publication of Notices per Chapter 715 ILCS 5/0.01 et seq. R.S. 1874, 

P728 Sec 1, EFF. July 1, 1874. Amended by Laws 1959, P1494, EFF. July 17, 1959. 

Formerly Ill. Rev. Stat. 1991, CH100, Pl. 
Note~ Notice appeared in the following checked positions. 

PUBLICATION DATE(S): 08/21/2015 

Chicago Sun-Times 

IN WITNESS VI/HEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized, 

has caused this Certificate to be signed 

by 

This 21st Day of August 2015 A .D. 



Exhibit No. 3 

Responses to Envirorunental Scoping Correspondence Sent August 14, 2015 

108465125.1 



USDA - United States Department of Agriculture 

August 19, 2015 

W. Karl Hansen 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
150 South Fifth Street, Suite 2300 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

· RE: STB Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 63X)- Proposed Abandonment in Cook County, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Hansen: 

Thank you for notifying the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service of the proposed 
abandonment of rail line in Cook County, Illinois. 

We have reviewed the proposed project pursuant to our obligations under the Farmland 
Protection Policy Act (FPPA) subtitle I of Title XV, Section 1539-1549. 

Because the proposed track abandonment would be confined to an existing rail corridor, in a 
completely urban setting, it will have no impact on prime or important farmlands. 

Sincerely, 

ERIC A. GERTH 
Acting State Conservationist 

cc: 
Steve Chard, Illinois Department of Agriculture , Bureau of Land & Water Resources, P.O. Box 
19281, State Fairgrounds, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9281 
Tessa Chadwick, Assistant State Conservationist, USDA-NRCS, 3605 N. IL Route 47, Suite C, 

Morris, Illinois 60450 
Jamie Newton, Acting District Conservationist, USDA-NRCS, 1201 S. Gougar Road, New 

Lenox, Illinois 60451 
Ron Collman, State Soil Scientist, USDA-NRCS, 2118 W. Park Court, Champaign, Illinois 

61821 
Tim Prescott, Resource lnveRtory Specialist, USDA-NRCS, 2118 W. Park Court, Champaign, 

Illinois 61821 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
2118 W. Park Court, Champaign, Illinois 61821 

Voice (217) 353-6600 - FAX2mail (855) 668-0602 

Helping People Help The Land. 

Ni Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 



Hansen, Karl 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Simon Monroe <simon.monroe@noaa.gov> 
Wednesday, August 26, 2015 2:12 PM 
Hansen, Karl 
Surface Transportation Board; Lucy Hall - NOAA Federal; Simon Monroe 
NGS Response, STB Docket AB-57 (SUB NO. 063X) 

Thank you for sharing your railroad abandonment envirorunental report for 

CHICAGO, Cook County, ILLINOIS. 

Approximately 01 geodetic survey marks may be located in the area described. These marks may or may not be 
disturbed. 

If marks will be disturbed by the abandonment, [THE RAILROAD] shall 

consult with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) at least 90 days prior to 

beginning salvage activities that ·will disturb, or destroy any geodetic station 

marks are described on the attached file. Additional advice is provided at 

http:/ !geodesy .noaa. gov/marks/railroads/ 

1----1------1----1------1-
-1-----------1-------------1--------------1----1-1-----------

l .... IMEl 638ll 9691CGS ... 1. 
1l88/ADJUSTEDIN415436 ...... jW0874309 ...... jB ... INIL266 

1 
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Environmental Scoping Correspondence Required By 49 C.F.R. Section l 105.7(b) 
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STINSON 
LEONARD 

STREET 

August 14, 2015 

VIA U.S. MAIL 

To: Attac hed List of Parties Consulted 

W. Kort Hansen 

6 12.335.7088 DIRECT 

612.335.1657 DIRECT FAX 

korl.honsen@slinsonleonord.com 

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line 
Abandonment Located between Milepost 0.0 +/- (Milepost 8.9 +/- on the Metro 
main line) and Milepost 0.9 +/- at the intersection of Diversey Avenue in 
Chicago, Cook County, Illinois (U.S. Postal Zip Code 60707) - SIB Docket No. AB-
57 (Sub-No. 63X) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Soo Line Railroad Company l"Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about 
September 25, 2015, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 
§ 10502 with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) to d iscontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 
5,253 feet of rail line located in Cook County, Illinois. A map of the proposed 
abandonment is enclosed. 

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. 
I will be preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the 
environmental review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will c onduct 
for this proceeding. In preparing this report. consultation with agencies or organizations 
that may have specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact 
is essential. This letter is, therefore. intended to solicit your comments regarding the 
potential environmental impact. if any, of the proposed rail line abandonment. 

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into 
the Environmental Report to be filed on or about September 4, 2015. A copy of this 
report will be provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted 
d irectly to the SEA. 

As shown on the attached mop, the line tha t is proposed to be abandoned is located 
between Milepost 0.0 +/- (Milepost 8.9 +/-on the Metro main line) and Milepost 0.9 +/­
at the intersection of Diversey Avenue in Chicago, a distance of approximately 5,253 
feet. in Cook County, Illinois. The line traverses through U.S. Postal Zip Code 60707. For 

MfNNESOT A/2049519.055 1/6262813.1 



August 14, 2015 
Page 2 

purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment 
of the line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging 
equipment and materials that are present on the line. 

The right-of-way width varies from 50 feet between Diversey A venue and Belden 
A venue and approximately 62 feet from Belden A venue to the intersection with the 
Metro main line. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, ties, spikes, 
plates, railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in 
place. All equipment and materials that are removed from the line would be either 
reused, sold as scrap, or disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental 
regulations. 

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant 
to STB regulations (49 C.F.R. Chapter X, Part 1105} (copy of which is enclosed), the 
National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation 
Act, 42 U.S.C. § 6362(b}; and related laws including the Notional Historic Preservation 
Act, 16 U.S.C. § 470f, the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1451, and the 
Endangered Species Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other 
interested parties are invited to address in your comments include any potential impact 
of the proposed action on the following: 

~ Local land use 

» Existing local and regional transportation systems 

» Energy use 

» Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions 

}:>- Water quality and wetlands 

~ Biological resources including threatened or endangered species 

» Ambient noise levels 

» Public health safety 

)> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on 
the National Register of Historic Places 

» Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment 

We are soliciting your comments with regard to: (1} any permitting/approval authority 
which your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which 
you believe should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after 
our Report is submitted. As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R., Chapter X, 

MINNESOT A/2049519.0551/6262813.1 



August 14, 2015 
Page 3 

Part l 105.7(e)(9)(iii}} and Part 1105.7(c}, we also request that you comment on and 
describe the effects, if any, of our proposed action on those resources or areas of 
concern within the authority of your agency. 

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern 
within the jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following: 

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy: 

!i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on 
transportation of energy resources. 

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable 
commodities. 

(iii) State whether the proposed action w ill result in an 
increase or decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why. 

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to 
motor carriage of more than: 

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or 

IB) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any 
part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in 
energy consumption and show the data and methodology used to 
arrive at the figure given. To minimize the production of repetitive 
data, the information on overall energy efficiency in Section 
1105.7{e)(4)1iii) need not be supplied if the more detailed 
information in Section 1105.7(e){4)(iv) is required." 

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7je)(S)(ii) Air: 

Iii) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment 
area under the Clean Air Act." 

"49 C.F.R. Part l l05.7{e)(6Jlii) Noise: 

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decib els Ldn or greater. 
If so, identify sensitive receptors {e.g., schools libraries, hospita ls, 
residences, retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the 
project area, and quantify the noise increase for these receptors if 
the thresholds are surpassed." 

MlNNESOT A/2049519.0551/6262813.1 



August 14, 201 5 
Page 4 

''49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(7}(iii) Safety: 

(iii) If there are known hazardous waste sites or sites where 
there have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of­
way, identify the location of those sites and the types of hazardous 
materials involved." 

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7[e)(9Jli), (ii), & (iii) Water: 

(iJ Based on consultation with State water quality officials, 
state whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable 
Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any 
inconsistencies. 

(ii] Based on consultation w ith the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the proposed action 
and whether any designated wetlands or l 00-year flood plains will 
be affected. Describe the effects. 

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean 
Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. 
(Applicants should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency or the state environmental protection or equivalent 
agency if they are unsure whether such permits are required.)" 

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. They will be included in 
the Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to September 4, 
2015. Thereafter, please submit them directly to the Office of Environmental Analysis as 
follows: Surface Transportation Board, Office of Environmental Analysis, 395 E Street, SW, 
Washington D.C. 20423-0001 , or by calling that office at (202) 245-0454, and forwarding 
a copy to the undersigned. 

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line 's 
Environmental Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft 
environmental document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy 
impact of the proposed action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all 
environmental concerns are thoroughly addressed. 

MINNESOT N2049519 .055 I /6262813. I 
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Thank you very much for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosures 

MINNESOT N2049519 .055116262813.1 
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Soo Line Railroad Company 

Abandonment of trackage 

located in Cook County, Illinois 

STB Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 63)() 



ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORICAL REPORT 
CHICAGO, IL ABANDONMENT 

S.T.B. DOCKET NO. AB-57 (SUB-NO. 63X} 
LIST OF PARTIES CONSULTED 

Parties consulted in preparing Environmental and Historical Reports - Soo line 
Railroad Company (d/b/a Canadian Pacific} - Abandonment of line of Railroad 
between Milepost 0.0 +/-(Milepost 8.9 +/-on the Metro main line) and Milepost 0.9 +/­
at the intersection of Diversey Avenue in Chicago, Cook County, State of Illinois, which 
traverses through U.S. Postal Zip Code 60707 (total length: approximately 5,253 feet) 

FEDERAL AGENCIES CONSULTED 

Appropriate Regional Office(s) of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60604-3590 
Phone: (312) 353-2000 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Mr. Tom Melius 
Regional Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
5600 American Blvd. West 
Suite 990 
Bloomington, MN 55437-1 458 
Phone: (651) 713-5360 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers- Chicago, IL District Office 

U.S. Army Engineer District, Chicago 
ATTN: Public Affairs Office 
231 S. LaSalle 
Suite 1500 
Chicago, IL 60604 
Phone: (312) 846-5330 
Email: www.chicaqodistrict.pao@usace.army.mil 

M!NNESOT A/20495l9.0551/6262813. l 



National Park Service 

Patty Trapp 
Acting Regional Director 
National Park Service 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102-4226 
Phone: (402) 661-1736 

U.S. Soil and Conservation Service 

Natural Resources Conservation Servic e 
2118 West Park Court 
Champaign, IL 61821 
Attn: Ronald Collman - Acting State Soil Scientist 
Phone: (217) 353-6643 
Fax: (217) 353-6678 
E-mail: ron.collman@il.usda.gov 

National Geodetic Survey and U.S. Geological Survey 

National Geodetic Survey 
SSMC3 #9340 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 
Phone: (301) 713-3242 

STATE AGENCIES CONSULTED 

State Clearinghouse 

Illinois State Clearinghouse 
Office of the Governor 
State of Illinois 
207- Statehouse 
Springfield, IL 62706 
Phone: (217) 782-0244 

State Department of Transportation for Illinois 

Illinois Department of Transportation 
2300 S. Dirksen Parkway 
Springfield, IL 62764 
Phone: (2 17) 782-7820 

MlN~ESOT A/2049519.0551/6262813.1 
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State Environmental Protection Agency for Illinois 

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
l 02 l North Grand A venue East 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276 
Phone: (217) 782-3397 

State Historic Preservation Office for Illinois 

Illinois State Historic Preservation Officer 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Preservation Services 
1 Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield IL 62701-1507 
Phone: (217) 782-4836 

State Coastal Zone Management Agency 

N/A 

State Water Quality Official 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
Office of Water Resources 
160 N. LaSalle St - Suite S-703 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
Phone: (312) 793-3123 

Other Political Entities and/or Indian Reservations through which the line runs 

Cook County 

The Honorable Toni Preckwinkle 
Cook County Board of Commissioners - President 
118 N. Clark Street Room 537 
Chicago, IL 60602 
Phone: (312) 443-5500 
Fax: (312) 443-4397 

City of Chicago 

City of Chicago 
Department of Planning and Development 
121 N. LaSalle St. 
l 0th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60602 
Phone: (312) 7 44-4190 

MfNNESOT A/2049519.055116262813.1 



Regional Railroad Authority 

Regional Transportation Authority 
Administrative Offices 
175 W. Jackson Blvd, Suite 1650 
Chicago, IL 60604 
Phone: (312) 913-3200 
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Surface Transportation Board, DOT 

I _ _ (Na.me) _ _ , certify tu:der pen­
alty o! perjury ll.llder the laws of the United 
States, th:il.t I have not bee:i convicted, arter 
September l, 1989, or 11.llY Federal or Stace o!­
rense in\•olv:n! the distrib'J.tion or possession 
or a. controlled subs;a:o.ce, or that t = I have 
been so convicted. l am not ineli:rible to re­
ceive Federal Benefits, either by court order 
or by operat1on o! law, pursuant to 2l U.S.C. 
862. 

[54 FR -!1!250, Nov. 22. lSS9, as amended at 61 
FR 52711, Oct. 8, 1996; 64 FR S32Ere, Oct. l , 1999; 
67 FR 5515. Feb. 6, 2002) 

PART 1105-PROCEDURES FOR IM­
PLEMENTATION OF ENVIRON­
MENTAL LAWS 

Sec. 
1105.1 P urpose. 
1105.2 Responsibilit.y for a.dm.inistr;i,tion or 

these rules. 
1105.S !.nfortn2.tion and assistance. 
1105.4 Delln!t!cns. 
1105.5 Determinative criter1a.. 
1105.6 Class!!ic:i.t!on o! action! . 
1105.7 Envircnmental reports. 
1105.8 Hisi;o:ic reJ)orts. 
1105.9 Coa.st.'1.l Zone );!anai:ement f..ct re­

quirements. 
1105.10 Board procedures. 
1105.11 Transmitta.l letter for .'\.ppllcant's 

Rep0rt. 
1105.12 Sample newspaper notices for aban­

donment exemption cases. 
AIJT<!OR!TY; lo U.S.C. ~70!. 1456, n.nd 1536: 42 

U.S.C. 4332 z.nd 6362(b); a.nd 49 U.S.C. 701 note 
(1995) (Savings Provislons), 7"..J.(a), 10502, a.nd 
l0S~l090S. 

SOURCE: 56 FR 36105. July 31, 1991, unless 
otbe1·wise noted. 

§ 1105.1 Purpose. 

These rules are designed to assure 
adequate consideration of environ­
mental and energy fac1;ors in the 
Board's decisionma.king process pursu­
ant to the National Environmental 
Policy Act. 42 U.S.C. 4332; the Energy 
Policy and Co::iservation Aot. 42 U.S.C. 
6362{b); and related laws. including the 
N'Mional Historic Preservation Act, 16 
U.S.C. 470f. the Coastal Zone Ma.nage­
ment Act. 16 U.S.C. 1451, and the En­
dangered Species Act, 16 U.S.C. 1531. 

§ 1105.2 Responsibility for administra­
t ion of these rules. 

The Director of the Office of Econom­
ics. Enviro=enta.l Analysis. a.nd .'\.d­
ministr atlon shall have general r espo::i-

§ 1105.4 

sibility for tbe overall management 
and fUnct.ioning oi the Section of Envi­
ronmental Analysis. The Director is 
delega.i;ed the authority to sign. on be­
half of the Board. memorand<-. of agree­
ment entered into pursuant to 36 CFR 
800.5(e)(4) regardL"lg historic preserva­
tion matters. The Chief of the Section 
of Environmental Analysis is respon­
sible for the pre:paration of documents 
under these rules and is delegated the 
authority to provide interpretations of 
the Board's NEPA process, to render 
initial decisions on requests for waiver 
or modification of any of these rules 
for individual proceedings, and to rec­
ommend rejection of environmental re­
ports not in oompliance with 1;hese 
rules. This delegated authority shall be 
used only in a manner consistent with 
Board policy. The Director rr>..ay further 
deleiate procedural authority to the 
Chief of the Section of Environmental 
Analysis as appropriate. Ap:i:iea.ls vo the 
Board will be available as e. matter of 
right. 

[56 FR 3Sl05, July 31, 1991, a.s amended ac 61 
FR 53268, Oct. 1, 1999] 

§ 1105.S Information and assistance. 
Information and assistance regarding 

the rules and the Board's environ­
mental and historio r evi ew process is 
available by writing or calling the Sec­
tion o:! EnVironmental Analysis, Sur­
face Transportation Board. 1925 K 
Street. t·rw, Wa.shington. DO 20423. 
[64 FR 53258, Oct. l , 19S9) 

§ 1105.4 Definitions. 
In addition to the dc;finitions con­

tained in the regulations of the Council 
en Environmental Quality (40 CFR pzrt 
1508), the following definitions apply to 
these regulations; 

(a) Act m eans the Interstate Com­
merce Act, Subtitle IV of Title 49, U.S. 
Code, as amc;nded. 

(b) Applicant means any person or en­
tity seeking Boa.rd action, whether by 
application, :petition, notice of exem:ir 
tion. or a.ny other means tba.~ initiates 
a formal Board proceedil:lg. 

(c) Board means the Surface Tra.ns­
portation B oard. 

(d ) Em..iranmenta.1 A.ssessment or "E-~" 
means a concise public document :!or 
·,vhich the Board is res:ponsible that 
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contains sufficient information for de­
termining whether to prepare an Envi­
ronmental Impaoi; Statement or to 
make a finding of no significant envl­
ronmenca.l iCl:pa.ct. 

(e) Environmental documentation 
means either an Environmental Impact 
Statement or an Environmental As­
sessment. 

(f) Environmental Impact Statement or 
"EIS" means the detailed written 
statement reqUired by the National En­
vironmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. 
4332(2)(c). for a major Federal action 
significantly a.ffecting the qua.Ji ty of 
the human environment. 

(g) Environmental Report means a doc­
ument filed by tile applicant(s) that: 

(1) Provides notice of the proposed 
action: and 

(2) Evaluates its environmental im­
pacts and any reasonable alternatives 
to the action. An environmental report 
may be in the form of a proposed draft 
Envi.roumentaJ Assessment or pro:;iosed 
draft Environmental Impact State­
ment. 

(h) Filing means any request for STB 
authority, whether by application, pe­
tition. notice of exemptaon, or any 
other means that initiates a. formal 
Board proceeding. 

(i) Section of Environmental Analysis 
or "SEA" means the Section that pre­
pares the Bo;;.rd's environmental docu.­
ments and analyses. 

(j) Third-Party Consultant means an 
independent contractor, utilized b:y the 
applicant, who works with SEA. •s ap­
proval a.nd under SEA's direction to 
prepare any necessary enVironmeni:;al 
documentation. The third pari:;y con­
sulta.nb must act on behalf of the 
Board. The railroad may participate in 
the selectio11 process. a:: well as in the 
subsequent preparation of environ­
mental documents. However, to avoid 
any impe1•missible conflict of interest 
(i.e .. essentially any financial or other 
interest in the outcor.ie of the railroad­
sponsored project). the railroa.d may 
not be responsible for the selection or 
control of independent contractors. 
(56 FR 36105, July 31, 1991, as a.mended a.i; 64 
?R 53208, Oct. l. 1999] 

§ 1105.5 Determinative criteria. 
(a) In determining whether a "major 

Federal action" (as that term is de-

49 CFR Ch. X (10-1-14 Edition) 

fined by the Council on Environmental 
Quality in 10 CFR 1508.18) has the po­
tential to affect significantly the qual­
ity of the human enVironment, the 
Board is gilided by ~he definition of 
"signif.!cantly" at 40 CFR 1508.27. 

(b) A finding that a sel·vice or trans­
action is not within the ST:S's ju.risruc­
tion does not require an environmenta.1 
analysis under the National Environ­
mental Policy Act or historic reView 
u:nder tbe National Historic Preserva­
tion Act. 

(c} The en'llronmental laws are not 
triggered where the STB's action is 
nothing more than a minister:ial act. as 
in: 

(1) The "Processing of abandonments 
proposed under the Kortheast Rail 
Services Act (45 U.S.C. 7¥.(b){3)); 

(2) Statutorily-authorized interim 
trail use arrangements under 16 U.S.O. 
1247(d) (see. 49CFR1152.29]; or 

(3) Filla.ncial assistance arrange­
mems under 49 U.S.C. 10905 (see 49 CFR 
1152.27). 

Finally. no enVironmental analysis is 
necessary for abandonments that are 
authorized by a ba.nkru:ptcy court, or 
transfers of rail lines u.nder plans of re­
organization. where our function is 
merely a.dvisory under 11 U.S.C. 1166. 
1170, and 1172. 

(50 FR 36105, July 31, 1991; 56 FR. 49621, Oct. 1, 
1991] 

§ 1105.6 Classification of actions. 

(a) Environmental Impact State­
ments will normally be J>repa.red for 
rail construction proposals other tnan 
those described in paragraph (b)( l) of 
this section. 

(b) Environmental Assessments will 
!\Orms.Uy be prepared for the following 
proposed actions: 

(1) Construction of connecting track 
within existing rail rights-of-way, or 
on land owned by the connecting rail­
roads; 

(2) Abandonment of a rail line (unless 
propose<i. under the Northeasi:; Rail 
Services Act or the Bankruptcy Act): 

(3) Discontinuance of passenger train 
service or ireigbt service (except ior 
discontinuances of freigh;; Service 
under modified certificates issued 
under 49 CFR 1150.21 and 
discontinuances o! trackage rights 
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where the affected line wm continue to 
be operaued); 

(~) .A..n acquisition. lease or operation 
under '!9 U.S.C. 10901 or 10910, or con­
solidation. mer:rer or acquisitiol! o! 
control under ~9 U.S.C. 11343, 1f i t wm 
result in eitner 

(i) Operational changes that would 
exceed a.ny of the thresholds estab­
lished in §ll05.7(e) (~)or (5); or 

(ii) All action that woUld normally 
reqUi:-e environmental documentaliion 
(such as a construction or aba.n<i.011-
ment); 

(5) A rulemaki:eg, p0Uc5• statement, 
or legislative proposal that has che po­
tential for s1gnH:icant environmental 
impacts: 

(6) Water carrier licensing under 49 
U.S.C, 10922 t:hat: 

(1} :nvolves a new operation (i.e., one 
that adds a sign.ifioa:nt :number of 
barges to the inland wa.t.erway system 
reqU!ling vbe addition of towing oapa.c­
ity, or otherv.1se sigruficantly a111ers an 
existing operation. or introduces serv­
ice to a new waterway that has ha d no 
pre1/ious tra!ii.c. or in\tolves the co:n­
mencement of a new service that is not 
sta.tutorily exempt); or 

(ii) Involves the transportation of 
hazardous materials; and 

(7) Any other proceeding not listed ill 
paragra):>hs (a) or (c) of this section. 

(c) No e:ivironmental documentation 
will normally 'be pre:Pared (although a 
Historic Report may be reqllired under 
section 1105.8) for the following ac­
tions: 

(1) Mor.or carrier, broker, or freight 
forwarder licensing and water carrier 
licensing not included in sect>ion 
1105.6(b)(6); 

(2) AJJ.y action tha.r. coes not result in 
significant changes j.n carrier oper­
ations (i.e., cha.xiges that do not exceed 
the thresholds estabUsbed in section 
1105. 7(e) (4) or (5)). including (but not 
limited to) all of t he ioUowing actions 
tha.t meet this criveri.on: 

( i) An acquisition , lease, or operation 
under 49 U.S.C. 10901 or 10910, or co:i­
solidation, merger, or acqu1sition of 
control under 49 U.S.C. 11343 l;ha.t does 
not come within subsection ('o)(4) of 
this section. 

(ii) Transactions involving corporate 
changes (such as a change in the own­
ership or the operator, or the issuance 

§ 1105.6 

of securivies or reorganiZ2.tion) includ­
ing grani,s of authority to hold posit.ion 
as an officer or director; 

(iii) Declaratory orders, illterpretz­
tion or clarifica.tion of operatillg au­
thorit y, substitution of an applicant. 
name chang-es. and waiver of 1ease and 
interchange regulations; 

(iv) Pooling authorizations. approval 
of rate bureau agreem;;nts, and a:p­
prova.l of shipper e.nticrust immunity; 

(v) Approval of motor vehicle rental 
contir~ts. and self insurance; 

(vi) Determinations of the fact of 
competit;ion; 

(3) Rate. fare. and ~a.riff actions; 
(4) Common use of rail terminals a.nd 

trackage 'rights; 
(5) Discontinuance of rail freight. 

service under a modified certificate 
issued pursuan t co 49 CFR 1150.Zl; 

(6) Discontinuance of t rackage rights 
where the a.!!ected l.i:le will continue to 
he operated; and 

(7) A rulemaking, policy statemen11, 
or legislative propo:::a.l that has r.o po­
tential for significant environmental 
impacts. 

(d) The Board may reclassify or mod­
ify these requirements for individual 
proceedings. For e.ctions that generally 
req·Jire no environmental documenta­
tion. the Boa.rd may decide tha.t. a par­
ticular action has the potentia.l for si::-­
nificant enVironmental impacts and 
that, therefore. the applicanv should 
provide an envil'Onmental report and 
either an EA or an EIS will be pre­
pared.. For actioD.S generally requiring 
a. EA, the Boa.rd may prepare a fall 
EIS where the probability of signifi­
cant impa.cr.s from the particular pro­
posal is high enough to warrant an EIS. 
Ahernatitrely. 111 a rail constructiion. 
a11 appJioant ca.n seek to demonst.rate 
(with support:illg information address­
ing the pertinent aspects of §l105.7(e)) 
that an EA., rather than an :EIS, will be 
sufficient because t he particular J)ro­
posal is not likely to ha.ve a significant 
environmenval impact. _4.:ny request for 
reclasSifioation must be in wrlt.ing a.nd, 
in a rail construction, should be pre­
sented with the prefiling notice l'e­
quired by §1105.lO(a)(l ) (or a. request 'to 
v;aive that p-x:eiili.ng nctioe period). 

(e) Tb.e classifications in this sect.ion 
apply without r egard to wbe'llher ~he 
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action ls proposed by applica:r.ion , peti­
tion. notice of exemption, or any otber 
means that initiates a formal Board 
proceeding. 

§1105.7 Environmental repo .. ts. 

(a) Filing. An apJ)licant for an action 
identified in §1105.6 (a.) or (b) must sub­
mit to the Board (with or prior to its 
application, petition or notice of ex­
emption) except as provided in para­
graph (o) for abandonments Md 
cllscontinua.nces) an En>ironmenta.l Re­
port on tbe proposed action containing 
the information set forth in paragraph 
(e) of this section. 

(b) At least. 20 days prior oo t!le filing 
witb the Board of a notice of exemIJ­
tion. pei;;ition for exemption. or an ap­
plication !or abandon..'!\ent or dis­
continuance. the a:Pplica.nt must serve 
copies of the Eml'ironmental Report on: 

(1) The Seate Clearinghouse of each 
St.ate inYolved (or other Stai;e equiva­
lent a.gency if cbe State has no clear­
bgbouse); 

(2) The State En'V'ironmental Protec­
t.ion Agency of each State involved: 

(3) The State Coastal Zo!l.e Manage­
ment Agency for any s tate where the 
proposed activity would affeot land or 
water uses withln that Stace's CDastal 
zone: 

(4) The head of ea.oh county (or com­
parable political entity including any 
Indian reservation) througll which the 
line goes; 

(5) The appropriate regional offices of 
the Enviro11men:;al Protection Agency; 

(6) The U.S. Fish and Wtlcllife Serv­
ice; 

(7) The U.S. Army Co!1lS of Engi­
neers; 

(8) The Na.tional Park Service; 
(9) The U.S. Soil Conserv2.tion Serv­

ice; 
(10) The National Geodetic Survey 

(formerly ltnown as r.he Coast and Geo­
detic Survey) as designated agenv tor 
the National Geodetic SUrvey and the 
U.S. Geological Survey; a.nd 

(1:) An~' other agencies that have 
been consulted in preparing the report. 
For information regarding the na:mes 
and addresses of the agencies to be con· 
tacted, incerested parties may contact 
SEA a.t the address and telephone num­
bet• indicated in §1105.S. 

49 CFR Ch. X {10-1-14 Edition) 

(c) Certification, In its Environmental 
Report, the a.13plica.nt must certify that 
it has sent copies of the Environmental 
Report to the agencies listed and with­
in the time ;;ieriod specified in para­
graph (b) of this section a.nd that it bas 
consulted W'ivh a11 aJ)propriate agencies 
in 'J)reparing the report. T~ese con­
sulcatio!ls should be made far enough 
ill advance to afford those agencies a 
reasonable opportunity to proVide 
meaningful input. Finally, in every 
abandoll1Ilent exemption case, a.ppli­
ca:ot shall certify that it has published 
in a newspaper of general circulation in 
each county through which the line 
passes a not.ice that alerts the public to 
t.'ie proposed abandonment, to avan­
able reuse altet:natives, and to how it 
may participate in the STB proceeding. 

(d) Documentation. Any written re­
sponses received from agencies thao 
\Vere contacted in preparing the Envi­
ronmental Report shall be ar.tached to 
the repoi·t. Oral responses from such 
agencies shall be briefly summarized in 
the repo1·t and the names. titles. and 
oelephone numbers of the persons CO!l­
tacted shall be supplied. A copy of, or 
appropriate citation to. any reference 
ma.r.erials relied upon also shall be pro­
vided. 

(e) Content. The Environmental Re­
port shall include all of the in!orma­
tion specified ill this paragrapil, except 
to the extent that a pplioant explains 
why any portion(s) are inapplicable. If 
an historic report is required under 
§1105.8, the Environmental Re:port 
should also include the Historic Report 
required by that section. 

(l) Proposed action and cltemattves. 
Describe the proposed action. including 
co:cnmodit1es transported, the :Planned 
disposition (if any) of any rail line and 
other Slirucrures that may be in'lolved. 
and zn,y possible changes in current op­
erations or maintenance practices. 
Also describe any reasonable alter­
natives to the pro;;>osed action. Include 
a readable, detailed ma.:p and drawi!l.gs 
clearly delineating the project. 

(2) Transportation system. Describe the 
effects oi the proposed action on re­
gional or local transpor&2.t1on s~rsvems 
and :Patterns. Estimate tll.e amount or 
traffic (l>assen.ger or freight) tba.t will 
be diverted to othe:r tra?lSl>ortation 
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systems or modes as a result of the 
proposed action. 

(3) L and use. (i) Based on consulta­
tion with local and/or regional pla.n­
rung agencies and/or a renew of the of­
ficial planning documents prepared by 
such agencies, state whether the pro­
posed action is consistent with existing 
land use plans. Describe any inconsist­
encies. 

{ii) Based on consultation with the 
U.S. Soil Conservation Service. st<'.te 
the effect of the proposed action on any 
prime agricultural land. 

(iii) If the action a.ffectiS land or 
w:11.ter uses within a desigi:iated coastal 
zone. include tile coasr;al eone informa­
tion requned: by§ 1105.9. 

(iv) If the proposed action is an aba.n­
donment. state whether or not the 
right-of-way is suitable for alternative 
public use under 49 U.S.C. 10906 and ex­
plab why. 

(4) EnergiJ. ( i ) Describe i;he effect of 
the proposed action on tra.Dsportation 
of energy resources. 

(ii) Describe the effect of the pro­
posed action on recyclable commod­
ities . 

(iii) State whether che proposed ac­
tion will resUlt in an bcrease or de­
crease in overall energy efficlency and 
explain why. 

(iv) Ii the proposed action will cause 
diversions from rail 1;0 motor carriage 
of more than: 

(.<\..} 1.000 rail carloads a year; or 
(B) An average o! SO r ail carloa,d.s per 

mile per year :ror any part of the af­
fected ltne. quantify the resUlti!lg net 
change in energy consumptio:::i anc. 
show the data and methodology used to 
arri.ve at the iigure given. To mininijze 
che produotion of repetitive data, the 
Ul.format1on on overall energy effi­
ciency in § 1105. 7(e)(4)(ii.i.) need not be 
supplied if ti\e more detailed informa­
tion in §1!05.7(e)(~)Civ) is required. 

(5) Air. (i) If the proposed action will 
resuli; iD either: 

(A) A.n. increase iD rail tra!fic of at 
least 100 percent (measured in gross 
t on miles annually) or an increase of at 
least eight trains a day on a.ny segment 
of ran line a.ffected by tile proposal. or 

(B) An increase in rail yard activity 
of at least 100 percent (measured by 
carload activity). or 
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CC) An ave~e increase in truck traf­
fic of more tha::i. 10 percent or the aver­
age daily tratfic or 50 vehicles a day on 
any affected road se.,o-ment, quantify 
Q\e anticipated effect on air emissions. 
For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 
10502) to construct a Dew line or re­
institute serVice over a previously 
ab2..?ldoned line, only the eight train a 
day :provision in subsection (5)(1)(A) 
will apply. 

(i.i) If the proposed action affect:;; z 
class I or nonai;;ta1nmen-;; area under 
the Clean Air Act, and Will result in ei­
t.her: 

(A) }Ul increase tn rail traffic of at 
least 50 percent (measured in g-ross ton 
miles annually) or e.n in.crease of at 
least three trains a. day on any seg­
men.t of rail line, 

(B) An increase in rail yard activity 
of at least 20 percent (measured by car­
load activity), or 

(C) An average increase in truck traf­
fic of more than 10 percent of the a.ver­
a.ge daily traffic or 50 veilicles a day on 
a given road segrneut. then state 
whether any eXJ>ected increased emis­
sions are within the parameters estab­
lished by t.he State l.I::i.plementation 
Plan. However, for a rail construction 
under 49 U .S.O. 10901 (or 49 u.s.c. 
10502), or a case involving the reinscitu­
t1on of service over a previously a'oa.n­
doned line. only tbe three tra.ln a cay 
chreshold in this item shall apply. 

(iii) If transportation of ozone deplet­
ing materials (such as nitrogen on.de 
and freon) is conte~plated, identify: 
the ma.terlaJs and quant-ity; the fre­
quency oi service: safety practices (ill.­
eluding any speed restrictions); t;he ap­
pl1ca.nt's safety record (to che extenc 
available) on derailments, accide:nts 
and spills: co.ntiDgency plans to deal 
with a.ccidenta.l S])ills: a:nd vh.e likeli­
hood cf an a.ccidental release of ozone 
depleting materials in the event of a 
collision or derailment. 

(6) Ncise. !! any of the thresholds 
identified in item (5)(i) of this section 
a.re surpassed, state whether the pro­
posed action will cause: 

(i ) .An increr.i.en.tal i:acrea.se in noise 
levels or three decibels Lein or more; or 

(H) an. increase to a. noise level of 65 
decibels Ldn or greater. Ii so, iden"tify 
sensiti"e receptors (e.g., schools. librar­
ies, hospitals, residences. retirement 
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communities, and nursing homes) in 
&he !ll'ojeot arez, and quantify t.he noise 
increase for these receptors if t.he 
thl:esholds are surpa.ssed. 

(7) Safety. (1) Describe any effects of 
the proposed action on public health 
and safety (including vehicle delay 
time ac railroad grade crossings). 

(ii) If ba.za.rdous ma.terials a.re ex­
pected to be transported, identify: the 
materials and qua.nti&y; &he frequency 
of service; whether chemicals a.re being 
Granspor1ied that, if mixed, coUld rea.ct 
to form more hazardous compounds; 
safety practices (includin5 any speed 
restrictioll.S); 'the applicant's safety 
record (.to the extent available) on 
derailments, accidents and hazardo:is 
spills: the contingency plans to deal 
with accidental spills; s.nd the likeli­
hood of an accidencal release of haz­
ardous materials. 

(iii) If tl:.ere a.re a.ny ~own hazr. 
ardous waste sites or sites where there 
'!:'lave been known hazardous ma.teria.ls 
spills on the right-of-way, identify the 
location of those sites and the oypes of 
bazardous ma.terials involved. 

(8) Biological resources. (i) Based on 
consultation with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. sza.te whether the pro­
posed action is likely to a.dversecy af­
fect endangered or threatened species 
or areas designated as a. critical habi­
tat, a.nd if so, describe the effects. 

(ii) State whether wildlife sanc-
1ma:ries or refuges, National or State 
pa.rks or fo:ests will be affected, a.nd 
describe a.ny effects. 

(9) Wa.ter, (i) Based on consultation 
With State water quality officials, 
Sta.be whether the proposed action is 
consistent with applicable Federal, 
State or local water qu.alit~r sta.nda.rds. 
Describe any inconsistencies. 

(ii) Based on consulta.tion with the 
U.S. -.1\rmY Corps of Engineers. state 
whether permits under section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 13~4) are 
reQ.uired for the proposed action a.nd 
whether any designated wetlands or 
100-yea.r flood pla.ins will be affected. 
Describe the effects. 

(iii) Sta.te whether pe:mits u::ider sec­
tion 102 of the Clean Wa.ter Act (3S 
U.S.C. 1342) are required for the .Pro­
posed action. (Applicants should con­
tact the U.S. Environmental Protec­
tion Agency or the state environ-

49 CFR Ch. X (10-1-14 Edition) 

mer.tal protection or eqUivalent agen­
cy if they a.re ur.su.re whether suoh per­
mits are required.) 

(10) Proposed Mitigation. Describe any 
actions that a.re proposed to mitigate 
adverse environmental imlla.cts, indi­
cating why the proposed mivigation is 
a1;rgrop1·iate. 

(ll) Additional Information for Rai7 
Constructions. The followi:og additional 
information should be included for rail 
constmction propos2.ls (includmg con­
necting t:rack construction): 

(i) Describe the proposed route(s) by 
State, county, ruid s'.lbdiVision, includ­
ing a plap View, at a scale not to e:i;:­
ceed 1:24,000 (71h minute U.S.G.S. qu_ad­
rangle map), clearly showing the rela­
tionship to tbe exist.illg transportation 
necwork (including the location of all 
highwa.y a.nd road crossings) and the 
Iighv-of-way according to ownership 
and land use requiremen~s. 

(ii) Describe any alternative routes 
considered, and a no-builC:. alternative 
(or why thls would not be app1icable), 
and explain wby they were not se­
lected. 

(iii) Describe the construction plans, 
including the effect on the huma::i. envt­
ra!llnent, labor force reqlliremenr.s, tile 
location of borrow pi&s, ii any. and 
earthwork estimates. 

(iv) Describe in detail i;he rail oper­
a.tions to 'be conduci;ed upon Uhe line, 
including estimates of freight (ca.rloads 
and tonnage) to be transported, the an­
ticipated daily and annual number of 
train :movements, number of cars 'Oer 
train, cypes of cars, motive power 're­
quirements, proposed speeds, labor 
force, a.nd proposed mamtenance-o!­
way practices. 

(v) Describe tbe effects. including in­
direct O!' down-line impacts, of the new 
or diverted traffic over the line if the 
thresholds governing energy, noise and 
air impacts in §§1105.7(e)(4), (5), or (6) 
are met. 

(vi) Describe the effects, incl11ding 
impacts on essential public services 
(e.g., fire, police. ambulance, neighbor­
hood scbools), public roads. and adjoin­
ing prope1•ties, in communities to be 
traversed by the line. 

(vii) Discuss societal impacts. includ­
ing expected cb~nge in employment 
durtng and a.~er construction. 
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(f) Additional in/OTmation. The Board 
ma.y require a.pplicants to submit addi­
tiona.1 information :regarding the en'l.i­
ronment'2..l or energy effects of the pro· 
posed action. 

(g) Waivers. The Board ma.y wtive or 
modify. in whole or in pa.rt, the provi­
sions of this section where a. railroad 
applicant snows that che 1n!ormation 
requested is not necessary for the 
Board to evaluate the emrironmental 
impacts of ;;be proposed action. 

~s FR 36105, .July 31. 1991; 55 FR 4982l, Oct. l, 
1991, as amenlied a.: 58 FR i46l9, Aug. 24, 1993; 
50 FR 32271, June 21. 1995: 61 FR 678S3, Dec. 
24, 1~6; 64 Fa 53268, Oct. l, 1999; 69 F::l 58366, 
Sept. 30, 2004) 

§ 1105.S Historic Reports. 
(a) Filing. An applicant; proposing an 

action identified in §1105.6 (a) or (b). or 
an action in § 1105.6(c) :;hat will result 
in the lease. transfer, or sale of a rail­
road's line, sites or structures, musi; 
submit (with its application, petition 
or notice) the Historic Report de­
scribed in paragraph (d) of this section, 
unless excepted under ~raph (b) of 
this section. T'nis report shoUld be 
combined with the Enviro:nmeI1tat Re­
port where one is required. The purpose 
of the Historic Rep0rt is to provide the 
Boa.rd wtth suf!icient information to 
conduct the consultation process re­
quired by the Nationa.l Historic Preser­
va.&ioo Act. 

(b) Exceptions. The following ;>ro­
posa.ls do not require an historic re­
port: 

(1) A sale. lease or transfer of a r2.il 
line for the purpose of continued ra~l 
operations where further STB ap!)roval 
is required ;;o abandon any service and 
there are no plans to dispose oi or alter 
properties subject to STB jurisdiction 
that a.re 50 years old or older. 

(2) A sale, lease, or transfer of prOI>­
eri;y between corporate affiliates where 
there will be no sig11ificant change in 
operations. 

(3) Tra.ckage rights, common use ot: 
rail terminals. common contro1 
throug)l stock ownership or similar ac­
tion wnich will not- substantially 
change t..."i:ie level of maintenance o: 
railroad property. 

(4) A ru.lemaking, policy statement. 
petition for declaratory order. petition 
for waiver of procedural req,wrements. 

§ 1105.8 

or proceecinz involving tra.nsport:l.tio::i 
rates or classifications. 

(c) Dist:rioution. The a.ppllc,ant must 
send the Historic Report to the appro­
priate State Historic Preservation Offi­
cer(s). preferably at lea.st 60 days in ad­
vance of filing the application, peti­
tion. or notice, but not !1?.ter than 20 
days prior to filing with the Board. 

(d) Content. The Historic Report 
should contain the informat1on re­
quired by§ 1105.7(e)(l) a.nd the following 
additional hlsuoric !.n!ormat1on: 

(1) A U.S.G.S. topo:;rap.bic map (or an 
alternate map drawn to soale and suffi­
ciently detailed to show builci.ings a...-id 
other structures in the vicinity of the 
proposed action) showing the location 
of the proposed action, and the loca­
tions a.nd approximate dimensions of 
railroad. structures t.hat are 50 years 
old or older and are part of the pro­
posed a.ction; 

(2) A writ.ten description of tbe right­
er-way (including a.ppro:1..ima"te widtbs. 
to the extent knov,."IJ.), and the topog­
raphy and urban and/or rural charac­
teristics o! the surroUlldlllg area; 

(3) Good o..uality photographs (actual 
photographic prints. not photocopies) 
of railroad structures on the property 
that are 50 years old or older and of the 
immediatel~· surrounding area; 

(4) T'..'.le date(s) oi c=struction of the 
structure(s), and the date(s) and extent 
or any major alterations, to the extent 
such information is known; 

(5) A brief narrative history of car­
rier operations in the area. and e.n ex­
planation of what. if any, changes are 
contemplated as a result of the pro­
posed action; 

(6) A brief summary of documents in 
tbe canier's possession, such a.s engi­
neering drawings, that might be useful 
in docu.mentirl.g a structure that is 
found to be historto: 

(7) -~ opinion (based on readily 
available bformation in the railroad's 
:possession) as to whether uhe site and/ 
or strucwres meet the criteria for Usc.­
ing on tbe National Register of HiS" 
toric Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether 
there is a likelihood of archeological 
resources or aey other previously un­
known historic properties in the 
project area, and the basis for these 
opinions (including any consultations 
with the Sta:ce Historic Preservation 

llS 

-- .. ,,,,_,," ______ ,,_,_~--- .. ~ .. ----·----... ----..-.--... --.....~.--.......... ....... _.. ......... _~-~ -··-·-... - .--.. ·-·---~---------



§ 1105.9 

Office. local l:istorical societies or uni­
versities): 

(8) A description (based on rea.dily 
available in:'ormation Lri the railroad's 
possession) of any known prior sub­
surface ground disturbance or fill, e!lvi­
ronmental conditions (naturally occur­
r!og or ma.nmade) that might affect the 
archeologica.l recovery o! resources 
(such a.s swampy conditions or tbe 
presence of toxic wastes), and the su!'­
rounding terrain. 

(9) Within 30 days of receipt of tbe 
historic report. the State Historic 
P reservation Officer may request the 
following a.dditiona.l information re­
garding specil1ed nonrailroad owned 
properties or groups of properti es im­
mediacely adjacent to the railroad 
right-of-way: photographs of specified 
properties that can be readily seen 
from the railroad right..of-\vay (or 
other public right~-of-way adjacent to 
the property) and a writt.en description 
of any previo1.1sly discovered arcbeo­
logical sites. identifying tbe location 
ane r;ype of the site (i.e., prehisto:-ic or 
natiive American). 

(e) A.:ny o:f these requirements ma.y be 
waived or modified when the L'lforma­
tion is not n ecessary to determine the 
presence of historic properties and the 
e!!ect of the proposed aetion on them. 

CO Historic preservation conditions 
imposed by the Board in rail aba.ndon­
:rient czses generally will not ext.end 
beyond the 330·daY statutory time :pe­
riod in 49 U.S.O. 10904 for abandonment 
proceedings. 

[56 FR. 36105, July 31, 1991, a.s a.mended ao 61 
FR. 67883. Dec. 24, 1996) 

§ 1105.9 Coastal Zone Management Act 
requirements. 

(a) lf the proposed action affects land 
or water uses within a State coastal 
zone d.esigna.tee pursuant to the Coast­
al Zone Ma.nag-ement Act (16 U.S.C. 14.51 
et seq.) applicant must comply with the 
!allowing :proced 11res: 

(1) l i' uhe proposed act.ion is Hsted as 
subject to review in the State's coasr.al 
zone management pla.n, ap11Ucan;; 
(with. or prior t o its filing) must cer­
tify (3)ursuant to 1~ CF'R 930.57 and 
930.58) that the :Prowsed a.ction is con­
sistent with the coastal zone manage­
ment plan. 

49 CFR Ch. X (10-1-14 Edition) 

(2) If the activity is not listed. appli­
OaJ:l.t (with, or prior to it.s filing) must 
certify that actual notice of the p1·0-
posa.l was g:iven to the State coastal 
zone manager at least 4-0 days before 
the effective date of the requested ac­
tion. 

(b) If there is consistency teview 
l.lDder 15 CFR. 930.M, the Board and t:he 
applicant will comply with tbe consist­
ency cer·tification :procedures of 15 CFR 
930. Also, the Board will with.hold a de­
cisi0r1, stay the effective date of a deoi­
sio?:l.. or im.pose a condition delaying 
consummation of the action, until the 
applicant has suomitted a consistency 
certification and either the state has 
col!curred in the consistency certifi­
cation, or an appeal to the Secretary of 
Commerce (UDder 15 CPR 930.64(e)) is 
successfl.11. 

§ 1105.10 Board procedures. 
(a) Environmental Impact Sta.tements­

(1) Pre/illng Notice. Where an environ­
mental im:pa.ct statement is required or 
contemplated, t he prospective appli­
cant must provide the Section of Envi­
ronmental Analysis With written no­
tice of its. forthcoming proposal at 
least 6 months prior to filing its app1i­
oation. 

(2) Notice a.nd scope of EIS. When an 
EcVironmental lmpact Staliernent 1s 
prepa.red for a proposed. action. Uie 
Board w111 publish in the F'EDER..-W REG­
ISTER a notice of its intent to prepare 
an EIS, with a. description of the pro­
posed action and a request for written 
comments on the scope of t.he EIS. 
Wbere a::ppropriate. the scoping process 
r.iay include a meeting open co inter­
ested pa.mes a.nd the public. After con­
sidering the comme.nts, the Boa.rd wiE 
publish a notice of the final scope of 
the EIS. If the EnVironmenta.l llnpact. 
Statement is to be prepared ir. cooperar 
tion with other agencies, this notice 
will also indicate which a.g-encies will 
be responsible for the vario•is parts of 
the Statement. 

(3} Notice of availability. The Board 
will serve cop) es of both the draft Envi­
ronmental !rope.ct S-;;atement (or an ap­
propriate summary} and ohe !1.111 final 
Environmental Impact Statement (or 
an appropriate summary) on a.ll pa.rt.ies 
to the proceeding and on a.pp;ropriate 
Fe.dera.l. Sta.tie, a.nd local ag-encies. _,,._ 
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notS.ce that these O,ocuments are avail­
able to the public will be published 
(normally by the Environmental Pro­
tection Agency) in the FEDERAL REG­
lS'!'ER. (Interested persons may obtain 
coi;ies of the documents by contacting 
the Section of Environmental A.oal­
ysis.) 

(4) Comments. The notice of avail­
ability of the draft Environ.mental Im­
pact Statement will establish the tlme 
for submitting writte'!l comments, 
whlch will normally be 45 da.ys fol­
lowing service o! the document. V..1len 
tbe Board decides to hold an oral hear­
ing on the .merits o! a pro-posal, the 
draft Environmental Impact Statement 
will be made available to the public in 
advance. normally at least 15 days 
prior to the portion or the bearing re­
lating to t·he environmentaJ issues. The 
draft EIS 11rill discuss relevant environ­
mental a.nd bis"&Ol'ic preservation 
issues. The final Environ..'llental Impact 
Statement will discuss the comments 
received and a.J1Y c!langes made in re­
sponse to them. 

(5) Supplements . An Environmental 
L"!lJlact Statement may be su.pple­
ment.ed where necessary arid a.ppro­
Pliate to address substantial changes 
in the p1·oposed action or sig,nificant 
new and relevant circumstances o:- in­
formation.. If so. the notice and com­
ment procedures outlined above will be 
followed to the extent pracllica.J. 

(b) Environmental _4ssessments. ln pre­
pa;ri:ng an Environn1en~l Assessment. 
che Section of Environmen.eal Ana.lysts 
will ve:r'ify and i::ldependently analyze 
t:ie Environmental Report and/or His­
~oric Report and related material sub­
mitted by a.ii ap:-plicant pursuant to sec­
tions 1105.7 a.nd 1105.8. The Environ­
mental Assessment will dlscuss rel­
evant environmental and historic pres­
ervation issues. SEA will serve copies 
of the EnviroDmental Assessment: on 
all parties to the proceeding and appro­
priate !edera.l, state, and local agen­
cies, and will annoUDce ills availability 
:o the public through a notice in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. In the case o! aba.n­
do-nmen t applications processed Ullder 
49 U.S.C. 10903. the availability of the 
Environmental Assessment must be an­
nounced ill t.he aJ>plicant's Notice of In­
tent filed under 49 CPR 1152.21. The 
deadline for submission o:C comments 

§ 1105.10 

on the Environmental Assessment will 
generally be within 30 days of its serv­
ice (l.5 days in the case of a notice of 
abandonment Ul'lder 49 CFR 1152,50). 
The comxnents received will 'be ad­
dressed i n ~he Board's decision. A sup­
plemental Environmental Assessment 
ma.y be issued where a ppropriate. 

(c) Waivers. (1) The provisions o! 
para,,"Tapbs (a)(l} or (a)(4) of this sec­
tion or a.ny STB-est.ablished tit.me 
!rames in paragraph (b) of this sectio.n 
may be waived or modified where ap­
propriate. 

(2) Requests for waiver o:C 
§1105,lO(a)(l) must describe as com­
pletely as possible the anticipated en­
vironmental effects of the proposed ac­
tion. and the timbg- of che proposed ac­
tion. a:od show that all or part o.f the 
slic month lead period is not a:ppro­
priai;e. 

(d) Third-Party Consultants. A;ppli­
can.ts r:iay utilize indepe.ndenc third­
pa.rty consultants to prepare any nec­
essary environmental documentation. 
if approved by SEA. The environmental 
reporting requirements that v;ould oth­
erwise apply will be waived if a rail­
road hires a consultant, SEA approves 
the scope of the consultallt's work, and 
the consultant works under SEA's su­
pervision. In such a case. t!le consult­
ant acts on behalf of tbe Board. work­
ing :mder SEA's direction to collect 
tbe needed environmental in!ormatioD 
and compile it into a draft EA or draft. 
EIS, which is then subm1"tted to SEA. 
for its review, verification, and ap­
proval. We encourage the use of chird­
pa.rty consultants. 

(e) Service of Environmental :Pleadings. 
Agencies and in~erested parties sending 
ma-::.erial on enViromnent>al an.d hisvoric 
preservation issues directly to tl:le 
Board shou.ld se:nd copies to the aJ:>pli­
ca.nt. Copies of Board communica:iions 
to th1rd-pa.rcies involving environ­
mental and historic :Preservation issues 
also will be sent to the applican.t where 
appropriate. 

(f) Consideration in decisionma!cing. 
The environmental documentation 
(generally an EA O!' an EIS) and the 
oommenr.s and responses thereto con­
cerning environmental, historic :preser­
vation, CZMA. and endangered s:pecies 
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issues will be part of the record consid­
ered by the Boe.rd in the proceeding i?J.­
volved. The Board will decide Whi!.t, if 
any. environmental or historic preser­
vation conditions to impose upon the 
~uthority it issues based on the enVi­
ronmenta.1 record and its substantive 
responsibilities under the Interstate 
Commerce Act. The Board will with­
hold a decision, stay the ef!"ec'Give date 
of an exemption. or impose ap:propriate 
conditions llJlOll any authority gran~ed, 
when au environ..'!lental or historic 
preservation iss'lle ha.s not yet 'been r e­
solved. 

(g) Finding of No Signi7icant Impact. In 
all exemption cases, if n o e:r.viron~ 
mental or historic preservation issues 
a.re raised by :;.ny pr.rty or i dentiueO. by 
SEA in its independent investigation, 
the Board will issue a. separate decision 
making a F inding of No SignU1cant 
Ir.lpa.ct ("FONSI") to show that it has 
formally considered the eni,ironmental 
record. 
[56 FR 36105. Jul y 31. 1991 as Mnended a.t 56 
FR 49221. Oct. l. 1991;64 FR 53268, Oct. l, 1999J 

§ 1 t05.ll Transmit tal lette~· for Appli· 
cant's Report. 

.":. canier shall send e. col)y oi its En­
vironmental and/or Historic Report to 
the agencies identified in secC1on 
1105. 7(b) and/or the appropr.iate S t>at.e 
Historic Preservation O!ficer(s) and 
certl.!y to the Boa.rd that lt has done 
this. The form le~er contained in che 
Appendix to Cb115 section should be used 
in tra.nsmitting the Environmental 
and/or Ristoric Reports. 
APPENDIX TO§ 110~.ll-Tlt.'>.'ISMI!'l'l\.I, LETTJ:ra. 

POR APPLICANT'S Rli:POR!T 

(C!Urier Lettcheo.a) 
(Add!'esses) 
Re: {Brie! description o! proposed ;i.ctlo::i 
wi~ STB docket n1l.mbec i! a.va.l~a.ble} 

(Da.te) 
On (d.a.te}, we are (o: e~ct to be) Ci:ing 

wi th tbe su:race Tra.nsJ>ortatilon :Boa.rd a 
(type o! proceeding) see1.'ing a.utborlty to ( ) 
located in (st.a.tel (city or town) and t.r:>lle­
post s. if appl~cablel. A~tacb.ed is an E::i'Viron­
mental Report (a.n<!.ior 'Historic R eport;} de­
sctibl.ng the proposed action and any ex· 
:pected environmental (and/or histor ic) el· 
!ec:s. a.s well a:; a. map or ~l:.e art&ctee =· 

We a.re providing this ~eport so tbat you 
mas review the !nforma.tlo!l tha.t will form 
tbe ba.s!s !or the ST.B's illde~nden:o env1ron­
roental analysis of t his pr ooeedU'.lg. If 3.!IY or 

49 CFR Ch. X (10-1-14 Edition) 

the information is mi:sleadixle- or !.Dcorrec<,, !C 
you believe i;bat .Pertinent m!o.rmation is 
missing, or i! ycu bave any questtons al>oa't 
the Board's envilonmental review procest. 
please contact tlle Section or Environmental 
Analysis (SEA), Surra.ca Transportation 
:Soll.rd.. 1925 K Street, NW, Wasting;;on. DC 
20423, t elephone [INSE;Jil,T TELEPHONE 
NUMBElR] e.nd re!er to the above Docket No. 
(i! a.va.ll11.ble). Beca.nse t:he a])pl!cable stai;,­
utes and regulations impose strU:~ent deac!­
llnes !or proces5Wg this ac~on, your wri~en 
commeuts to SE.ii. (with a. copy i:.o our rep· 
reset:tative) wolllc! be appreciated within 3 
weeks. 

Your comm eJ::.ts will be considered. by the 
Board in evaluar.illg the enviro:::une!!tal and! 
or historic pl'eserva.t!on impacts c! the con­
t emplat ed action. I! tt!ere are any Q.U.estions 
concern!ntr thls proposal. ple:;.se ccnea.ct 0111· 
represent.a.tive directly. Our representa.l;ive 
in t.his matter Is (name) who may be con· 
te.cted by telepbone a.t (telepllone nurnoer) or 
by mail ae (address). 

(Complimentary close) 
(N:?.me and title of aut:hor or letter) 

(56 FR. 86105. July SL 1991, as amended a': 68 
FR 44519, Aug. 24, 1993; 6~ FR 58268, Oct. l. 
1999J 

§ 1105.12 Sample llewspaper notices 
for abandonment exemption c~es. 

In every abandonment el!:empcion 
case. the applicant shall publisb. a :lO­
tice In a newspaper of general circula­
tion in each coun ty in which t he line is 
located and certify to tbe Board Ghat It 
has done this by the date its notice of 
(or petition for) exemJ)t.ion is filed. T'ne 
r..otice sball aler t the public to the pro­
posed aba.ndonme::it. to available reuse 
alternatives, such as trail use and pub­
lic use, and to how it m ay participate 
in a Board proceeding. Sa.mple new$­
J;)aper notices are proV:ided in the Ap­
pendix to this section for guici.a.nce to 
the railroads. 

il.P?ENDtx 'rO § 1105.12-SJ.)(PTJE NEWSPi.PBR 
NOTICES 

SAM?LE Loc~.L NEWS?.>.PU NoTtC!: ~OR OU'!'· 
OP•SERVfCE ABAN1)0NMENT E.XEMPTfON S 

NO'l'?Cl!! 01" lNTE:>.'T To .UANDON o~ To 
DISOON':'DlUE :RAIL SERVICE 

(Name or ra.ilroa.d) :;ives no~~e tbat on or 
about (insert dat e no~ice of exem ption wm 
be 1'.lled widl tbe 5'.lr!a.ce Trl!.llS.POrtatlon 
Boa.rd), ii; intends to !ile wi~b the SuriD.ce 
Tra!laportacion :Soard, Washi.ogt::>n, DC 20~23. 
a notice or exemptiOJl =der ~ CF~ llS2 S".lb­
pa.~ P-Exempt AbMdo=e::its permi1:tlns­
t he (t.bz.ndon.ment o! or discontinuance oi 
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service on) a. m!le line of railroad between. 
railroad milepost _. near (st.ation i:ame}, 
whicl! ~raverses through Unii:.ed S;;a,i;es Post· 
l!.l Senrice Z!P Codes (ZIP Codes) a.nd rail· 
road mlle;>ost , near (Sta.ti.on ::ia.me) 
which traverses tjli;'Ough United S ta.tes l?ost,. 
al Service ZIP Codes (ZlP Codes) 
in Coanty(ies), CState). T:O.e proceeding 
w\11 be docketed :\s No. .•.:S. _(Su.b-
No. X). 

Tii"e Board's: section of Ecvironmental 
Analysis (SEA) wUJ geueraUs> prepare aii. En· 
vll'onmtntal Assessment (EA), which will 
normally be a.vaila'ole 26 da.ys after tbe t1l1cg 
or the notice o! e:-:empt1o!l. CommeDts on en­
v1ro:nmeotal a.nd energy ma.tters should 'oe 
riled no later tl:l<-ll 15 days a.it.er the EA be­
comes available to the pu.bllc =d will be ad· 
dresseo in a Boa.rd decision, Interested per · 
sons ma:r obtain a copy of the EA or m2.ke 
1.DqiCrles re;z.rdint:" e.nvlronmentaJ m~.tters 
by wrlclng to the Section of Environmental 
Analysis {SEA), Surface Tl'ansporta~ion 
Boa.rd, '\ltashington, DC 20423 or by calling 
chat office at (INSER.T TELEPHONE ~UM· 
BER). 

,<.ppropri.aee o!Ce:r.s oC financial assis r.anee 
io contin\le rail service can be Wed With the 
Boz.rd. Requests !or en'ViroDmental condi· 
c.iOX!S. l)Ublic 11s.e co::lditio'Os, or rail banking/ 
trai!s use also can be filed. witb the Boa.rd, 
A.n Ol'ii;ina.l and 10 co:pies or a.ny pleading 
that :-s.1J;es matters other i;h.an environ· 
:neotal issues (Stlch as b'a.ils use, ;>ub'llc nse, 
and o!(ers of !i:naocial a.ssista.x:cej must be 
filed d1.!'ectly with the Boud's Section o! Ad· 
rn1l:listr2.tion, OUlce of Proceedings, 395 E 
S>.reet, SW .. Washington, DC 2M23-0001 LSet 
49 CFR 1104.l(a) :Lnd. llM.3(a)J. and one copy 
must be served on appllcs.ots' representa.clv~ 
cse~ 49 CF'R uo~.l2(a)J. Q11estions reg-udir:tg 
o!!ers or llna.ncial ass)stance, :pu~Uo use or 
trails use may be di~"oted to the .Boa~d·s Of­
fice of Pu.bl!c AMis,tance, Governmental /<.1-
Ca.lrs, and Compliznce a t (L"ISERT TEL'E­
P:S:ONE NUMBER). Copies of any cow.ments 
or requests !o'!' condldons !.hould be sen'ed 
on tb.e applicapt's representative: (Name, ad· 
dress a.nd phone number). 

SAll!?LE LOCAL ~EWSl'.A?I:R NOTICZ FOR 
?l!;TITIO~S FOR AJIANDONME.\;T EXE:lfl''l'IO!IS 

NOTICE OF DlTENT TO ."..'SANDON OR TO 
DISCONTIN'C'E .R.ut. SERVICE 

(Na.me of i:ailror.d) g"i't>'es .notice ~hat on or 
a.bou: (Insert date peti:!on !or abandonment 
eJtemJ)ttou will be riled wit:C tbe Sur!2.0e 
Transporcation Board) le intends to file With 
the Surfaoe Transportation 3 oa.rc!. WESb­
ini:-toD, DC 2M23, a. petit~on !or exemption 
Ullder ~9 CJ'. S. C. 10502 !rom -cbe prior al):proval 
requirement.s oJ 49 U .S.C. 10903, et seq., Der· 
l;".l ttin~ vhe (abandonment of or discontinu­
:i.nce or service on) a. __ mue lloe of N..ilroad 
betwee"' r3!lroad. milepost __ •• near {sta· 
tion nan'le) whto:n traverses tbrou:rh United 
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States Postal Service ZIP Codes (ZIP Codes). 
a.nd :a.Uro;;.d milepost_. ne:1.r (station ne.mei 
wbicb traverses through United Sta.tes Post.-
a.! Service ZIP Codes (ZIP Codes) 
1n County(ies), (State). The proceedin:r 
h.as-been docketed as ~o. AB_(S ub­
No._~). 

The Boa.rd's SecMon o! En vironment&l 
Ana.lrsis (SEA) will gene:a.lly ])feps.~e an En· 
vlronmental Assessment (EA), wh.ioh will 
norm&lly be ;;;vai!able 60 days a!ter the Cillo: 
o! the petit!o::i !or a.l>andonment exempt:on. 
Comments on environmental and ener:ry 
matters sbou!d 'oe filed no late.r ~an 30 deys 
after tbe EA becomes ave.!lable to the puollc 
~.:id will be addressed i::i e. Board decis!or.. In· 
tere&ted persons may obU!ln a. copy o! tbe 
EA or ma ke inctuiries regarding environ­
menta.l ma.t;;ers by writing to SE.A, Sur!:?.ce 
Transportation Boa.rd, Wa.shin~on, DC 20423 
or by calling: SEA a.t [INSERT TELEPHONE 
NUMl3ERJ. 
-~propr!a.te offers of fina.ncia.l a.5sJsta.nce 

to continue re.ii service ca.n be fl led w! ~h the 
Board. Requesu. for environmental cond.!· 
tions, public use conditions. or rail bankin:I 
trails U$6 also cs.n 'oe filed w11:b :,1le 3oa.rd. 
An ortgii:.a.l and 10 coi::ies of a.ny ple:Ldin:r 
that raises matters other th:!.n env!.ron· 
mental issues (s11ch as, trails use . public use. 
and o!:ers o! finanoia.l t.Ssista.nce) musv be 
filed directly with tt.e Eozrd's Sectioll or Ad· 
micisr;ration, Of!ic~ of Procce~gs. SSS E 
St.reet, SVl., Wasbiugton, DC 20•.23-0001 [See 
49 CFR UOUta) and ll.Oi.3(aJ). :me one copy 
must oe ser•1ed 011 applicants' re:i::reseni;ative 
[See ~9 CFR ll04.12(:i.)). Questions rega.rd!ng 
o!Cets or !ina.llcial assistance. pu.'ollc 11se or 
traUs use ma.y be directed to the Board's Of· 
!ice ot Public Assists.nee , Govorn:nent3.l J\f· 
!:!.irs, at:d Compliance at. ~SSRT TELE· 
PHONE NUll1BEP.). Copies of a.o.y corn.men;:s 
or rectuests !o: co:id.ltio.ns sboold be served 
on the applica.nt's r epresentaiive {na.me and 
address) . 

(56 t"R 55105, July 31, 1951, as amended at 56 
FR ~9821, Oct. 1, 1991; 58 FR 44519, J..ug. 24, 
1998; 61 FS 67883, Dec. 24, 1985; 64 FR 53258, 
Oct. 1, 1999; 69 FR 58366, Sept. 80, 2004; 74 FF. 
52906, Oot. 15. 2009) 

PART 1106- PROCEDURES FOR 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 
BOARD CONSIDERATION OF 
SAFETY INTEGRATION PlANS IN 
CASES INVOLVING RAILROAD 
CONSOLIDATIONS, MERGERS, 
AND ACQUISITIONS OF CON­
TROL 

Sec. 
1106.l ~u.rpoae. 

1106.2 Definitions. 
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BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

SOO LINE RAILROAD COMPANY -
ABANDONMENT OF TRACKAGE 
LOCATED IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

) 
) 
) 

DOCKET NO. AB-57 
(SUB-NO. 63X) 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION TO ABANDON PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R § 11 52.50 
APPROXIMATELY 5,253 FEET OF RAILROAD LINE BETWEEN MILEPOST 0.0+/­

(MILEPOST 8.9 +/- ON THE METRA MAIN LINE) AND MILEPOST 0.9 +I- AT DIVERSEY 
A VENUE IN CHICAGO (DUNNING LINE) WHICH TRAVERSES THROUGH UNITED 

STATES POSTAL SERVICE ZIP CODE 60707 IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

108465 125.1 

HISTORIC REPORT 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH 

49 C.F.R. SECTION 1105.8 

SOO LINE RAILROAD COMP ANY 
d/b/a Canadian Pacific 

STINSON LEONARD STREET LLP 
W. Karl Hansen 
150 South Fifth Street, Suite 2300 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402 
Tel. (612) 335-7088 
Fax. (612) 335-1657 

Attorney for Applicant 
Service Date: September 4, 2015 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

SOO LINE RAILROAD COMPANY -
ABANDONMENT OF TRACK.AGE 
LOCATED IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

) 
) 
) 

HISTORIC REPORT 

DOCKET NO. AB-57 
(SUB-NO. 63X) 

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Sections 1105.7(e) and 1105.8, Sao Line Railroad Company ("Soo 
Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific hereby submits the following Historic Report regarding the 
Verified Notice of Exemption to Abandon approximately 5,253 feet of railroad line between 
Milepost 0.0+/- (Milepost 8.9+/- on the Metra main line) and Milepost 0.9+/- at the intersection 
of Diversey Avenue in Chicago (Dunning Line) which traverses through United States Postal 
Service Zip Code 60707 in Cook County, Illinois. 

Section 1105.8(c) Distribution: The applicant must send the Historic Report to the appropriate 
State Historic Preservation Officer(s), preferably at least 60 days in advance of filing the 
application, petition, or notice, but not later than 20 days prior to filing with the Board. 

See Certificate of Service effecting service on the Illinois Historic Preservation 
Agency, attached as Exhibit No. 1 to Environmental Report. 

Section 1105.8(d)(l)-(8) Content: The Historic Report should contain the information required 
by§ 1105.7(e)(l) (Environmental Report - See Preceding Report) and the following additional 
historic information: 

Section 1105.8(d)(l) U.S.G.S. Topographic .Yiaps: A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate 
map drawn to scale and sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity 
of the proposed action) showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and 
approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the 
proposed action; 

See Appendix A. 

Section 1105.8(d)(2) Right-of-Wav: A vvritten description of the right-of-way (including 
approximate widths, to the extent known), and the topography and urban and/or rural 
characteristics of the surrounding area; 

The subject line consists of one inactive main railroad track and the adjacent 
right-of-way, which is approximately 50 feet wide (in an east-west direction) from 
West Diversey Avenue to Belden Avenue and then approximately 62 feet wide in 

108465125. l 



an east-west direction to the intersection with the Metra main line. The subject 
line is located in a primarily commercial and industrial area of Cook County, 
Illinois. The topography is generally flat with the exception of an elevated area 
adjacent to the eastern botmdary. 

Section l 105.8(d)(3) Photographs: Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not 
photocopies) of railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the 
immediately surrounding area; 

Representative photographs taken on June 15, 2015 are incJuded in Appendix B. There 
are no historic structures that will be affected by the abandonment. 

Section 1105.8(d)(4): The dates of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of 
any major alterations, to the extent such information is known. 

The Dunning Line was constructed in the late 19th century by the Chicago, Milwaukee & 
St. Paul Railway Company and its existence is noted in the April 1883 edition of 
Traveler's Official Guide of the Railway and Steam Navigation Lines in the United States 
and Canada. Other than routine maintenance, it has not undergone any major alteration 
since Soo Line acquired the line in 1985 from the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and 
Pacific Railroad Company. 

Section 1105.8(d)(5) History: A briefitarrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an 
explanation of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action. 

It is Soo Line's understanding that railroad use of the Dunning Line site dates to the late 
nineteenth century. There have been no railroad operations on the line for at least two 
years. No changes are anticipated as a result of the proposed action. 

Section l 105.8(d)(6) Documents: A brief summary of documents io the carrier's possession, 
such as engineering drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be 
historic. 

The carrier's files consist primarily of maps and drawings of the line, including lease 
maps, station maps and well construction information, as well as lease and maintenance 
records. 

Section l 105.8(d)(7) Opinion: An opinion (based on readily available information in the 
railroad's possession) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places (36 C.F.R. § 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of 
archaeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area, 
and the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic Preservation 
Office, local historical societies or universities). 

It is Soo Line's opinion that the Dunmng Line would not meet the criteria for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The Illinois State Historic 
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Preservation Officer was contacted by letter on August 14, 2015, but no response 
has been received to date. 

Section 1105.8(d)(8) Archaeological Resources: A description (based on readily available 
information in the railroad's possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or 
fill, environmental condi tions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the 
archaeological recovery ofresources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic 
wastes), and the surrounding terrain. 

There are no known ground disturbances or fills other than those which would 
have occurred during original construction of this line and any subsequent 
maintenance or rehabilitation. There are no known toxic waste areas within the 
right-of-way of this railroad line. 

The following excerpt from ICC document Assessment of Environmental Impacts 
Associated with Railroad Abandonment Proposals discusses archeological 
evaluations: 

"Salvaging an abandoned railroad line is normally confined to the limits of the 
right of way and rarely involves major excavation work. If the right of \ivay is to 
be leveled at all, only the roadbed built up during actual construction of the line 
would be affected. It is unlikely that there are any historic track structures under 
the roadbed since old rails and ties are salvaged during maintenance and 
rehabilitation operations. Likewise, there is usually neither significant damage to 
the vegetation found within the right of way nor any effect on land adjacent to the 
railroad property. By confining salvage operations of a rail line as discussed 
above, i.t is not anticipated that any archaeological sites in or immediately 
adjacent to the right of way, would be affected by the abando.mnent." 

END OF REPORT 
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Appendix A 

Map of Abandonment Location 
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TARGET QUAD Soo Line Railroad Company STB Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 63X) 
N NAME: RIVER FOREST Dunning Line Abandonment 

I MAP YEAR: 1997 
LAT/LONG: 41 .9249 I 87. 7904 
SERIES: 7.5 
SCALE: 1:24000 



Appendix B 

Photographs of Railroad Structures and the Immediately Surrounding Area 
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'Page 1 

AR CAD IS 

Photograph #1 

Description of Photograph: 
View of the southern porlion of the 
Subject Property. Deb1is, including 
tires and trash can be observed 
adjacent to the tracks. 

Direction: 
Southwest 

Site Location: 
CP Dunning Line 
Chicago, Illinois 

Photograph Taken l~y: 
Claire McKendrick 

Date of Photograph: 
June 15, 2015 

Photograph #2 

Description of Photograph: 
View of debris and trash on the 
southern po1iion of the Subject 
Property. 

Direction: 
North 

Site Location: 
CP Dunning Line 
Chicago, Illinois 

Photograph Taken Bv: 
Claire McKendrick 

Date of Photograph: 
Junel5, 2015 
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ARCADIS 

Photograph #3 

Descri1>tion of Photograph: 
View of construc1ion project 
located east of the site nortJ1 of the 
CP Main Line Tracks. 

Direction: 
Northwest 

Site Loclltion: 
CP Dunning Line 
Chicago, lllinois 

Photograph Taken Bv: 
Claire McKendrick 

Date of Photograph: 
.lune 15, 2015 

Photograph #4 

Description of Photograph: 
View of Radio Fl~r, fnc. (REC # I) 

Direction: 
South 

Site Location: 
CP Dunning Line 
Chicago, Illinois 

Photograph Taken .Bv: 
Claire McKendrick 

Date of Photograph: 
June 15, 2015 
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ARCADIS 

Photograph #5 

Description of Photograph: 
View of a vacant parcel fonne rly 
occupied by Davies Supply 
Company (REC #2). 

Direction: 
East 

Site Location: 
CP Dunning Line 
Chicago, lllinois 

Photograph Taken Bv: 
Claire McKendrick 

Date of Photograph: 
June 15, 20 15 

Photograph #6 

Description of Photograph: 
View of Commonwealth Edison 
substation (REC #3) and western 
boundary of Subject Property. 

Direction: 
Southwest 

Site Location: 
CP Dunning Linc 
Chicago, Illinois 

Photograph Tal<cn Bv: 
Claire McKendrick 

Oare of Photograph: 
June L5, 2015 
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ARCA DJS 

Pbotograph #7 

Description of Photograph: 
View of northern portion o f the 
Subject P roperty. 

Direction: 
Solt th 

Site Location: 
CP Dunning Linc 
Chicago, Illinois 

Photograph Taken Bv: 
Claire McKendrick 

Date of Photograph: 
June 15, 2015 

Photograph #8 

Description of Photograph: 
View of former Regal Beloit 
Corporation (REC #5). 

Direction : 
Northwes1 

Site Location: 
CP Dunning Linc 
Chicago, Illinois 

Photograph Taken Bv: 
Claire ~cKendrick 

Date of Photogr:"'lph: 
June 15.2015 




