KAPLAN KIRSCH ROCKWELL

March 10, 2016

240278
Via electronic filing
Ms. Cynthia T. Brown i ENTERED )
Chief, Section of Administration Office of Proceedings
Office of Proceedings March 10, 2016
Surface Transportation Board Part of
395 E Street, SW Public Record

Washington, DC 20423-0001

Re:  CSX Transportation, Inc. — Acquisition of Operating Easement — Grand Trunk
Western R.R. Co., STB Docket No. FD 35522

Dear Ms. Brown:

Enclosed please find for filing in the above-captioned proceeding the comments of
individual citizens and community organizations in the affected neighborhoods in response to the
Joint Petition to Reopen and to Impose Sanctions of the City of Chicago and Village of
Evergreen Park, filed on February 12, 2016. These comments are being submitted on behalf of
the individuals or organizations who authored them and do not constitute a filing on behalf of the
City of Chicago or Village of Evergreen Park. The enclosed are ordered alphabetically by name
of commenter. On behalf of the individual commenters, we request that these comments be
entered individually in the docket of this proceeding.

We are transmitting the enclosed comments at the request of Chicago 19" Ward
Alderman Matt O’Shea and Illinois State Representative Kelly Burke, to whom the commenters
provided them with the request that the comments be forwarded to the STB. These commenters
have not requested to be parties of record in this proceeding. Please note that a .zip file
containing photographs and videos provided by and referenced in the comments of John Jacob is
being submitted as part of this electronic filing.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Allison 1. Fultz
Counsel for City of Chicago, Illinois

CcC: All Parties of Record

Enclosures

Attorneys at Law Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP tel: (202) 955-5600
Denver < Washington, DC 1001 Connecticut Ave, N.W., Suite 800 {ax: (202) 955-56106

Washington, DC 20036 www. kaplankirsch.com
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Thu 3/10/2016 7:14 AM

From: Jean Catania
To: CSX@thel9thward.com

Page 1 of 1

http://mail.the19thward.com/Main/frmMessagePrint.aspx?popup=true&messageid=132&f...

Attention:

Ms. Cynthia Brown

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001

| am responding to the 19th's ward to submit specific times the CSX trains prevented
me from conducting my normal course of business/life.

| live East of the tracks in Chicago. On two separate Saturday mornings, | was
prevented from getting to a 7 am pilates class in Evergreen Park, because the
signals went done, and the trains were so lengthy that | sat for over 10 minutes. The
class is prompt, so once the signals rose and all the traffic moved on, all | could do
was turnaround and go home. (This is normally a 5 minute ride from my house.)

On various occasions, during weekday late mornings and early afternoons, I've
experienced longer delays when trains from two directions hold the intersection and
all the drivers hostage for longer that 15 minutes. The very worst was when an

ambulance was waiting with me trying to get to the hospital just beyond the tracks.

Thank you for helping us rectify this very dangerous and inconvenient traffic problem
in our community.

Sincerely,

Jean Catania

3/10/2016





























































































March 9, 2016

Dear Surface Transportation Board:

Re: STB # FD35522 CSX Elsdon Line

I write to complain about the CSX line’s disruption to neighborhood traffic by unduly
blocking rail crossings in our neighborhood.

As a citizen of Chicago, I appreciate the economic benefits that railroads have brought to
the entire Chicago area and our country. However it is an unnecessary cost when trains
block streets as CSX trains do for long periods of time.

I might add that it should be in our joint interest with CSX to have their trains moving
quickly as they can not be making money when their trains are parked at rail crossings for
long periods of time, as they are now, rather than moving freight. It certainly is an
impediment to all of us, particularly emergency vehicles.

Thanks you for your consideration of this complaint.
Sincerely,
Collins Fitzpatrick

9033 S. Hamilton Ave.
Chicago, IL 60643
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STB Docket # FD35522

Wed 3/9/2016 4:01 PM

From: Carl Landahl
To: CSX@thel9thward.com

Ms. Cynthia Brown

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423-0001

Dear Ms. Brown,

| am a resident of the Morgan Park community in the 19th Ward of Chicago.

| am writing about the crossing at 119th Street at CSX's Elsdon Line (3000 West/Sacramento Ave,).

| traverse this crossing typically twice a day.  Particularly late in the evenings, say between about 9 or so to about
midnight as | return from work, the crossing is blocked, gates down.

About every week or so, | encounter the gates down often for over about 15 minutes or so as the train has come slowly
and then reduces speed and comes to a stop, sometimes reversing and then going forward again. On occasion, a
second train passes the crossing to add to the time.

This delay is not pleasant to endure and results in my being home late or on some days, being late for work.

On more than one occasion during the day | have gotten late for a medical appointment.

Further, since there is another rail crossing west of the crossing referred to above, there are occasions when I have been
trapped between the two lines when both crossing had gates down. This would be unfortunately tragic should an
emergency vehicle be so trapped. Please note that on 119th street there are no side street options available between the
two rail lines.

Regards,

Carl Landahl

http://mail.the19thward.com/Main/frmMessagePrint.aspx?popup=true&messageid=124&f£... 3/10/2016























































































STB #FD35522

STB #FD35522

Wed 3/9/2016 4:29 PM
From: Michelle Page

To: csx@thel9thward.com
Cc: Marty Joyce

Page 1 of 1

Ms. Brown,

My name is Michelle Page and I am the President of the Beverly Ridge Homeowners Association.

I am

writing in response to the Legal Action against CSX Railroad. My family is frequently (at least twice

a week) impacted by a stopped train or malfunctioning gates on CSX's Elsdon Line. These issues have

impacted my family in the following ways:

- delayed our nanny causing us to be late to work

- resulted in late arrival to time sensitive family gatherings, i.e. Birthday parties, Christmas Eve

Mass, Graduations, Baptisms

- resulted in late doctor appointments (mine, my husbands and our children's)

- resulted in my children having to wait for a meal, having an "accident", having a tantrum,

because we were so delayed by a train

all

This issue is a real problem for my family and many of the people I spoke with who are part of the

Beverly Ridge Homeowners Association. The examples highlighted that impacted my family are shared by

many others. The time and delays caused by this line is unacceptable and a big problem for the

community. The Beverly Ridge Homeowners Association is supportive of this Legal Action.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Michelle Page
(773) 852-4838

http://mail.the19thward.com/Main/frmMessagePrint.aspx ?popup=true&messageid=125&f...

3/10/2016
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Wed 3/9/2016 5:42 PM

From: Gloria Slomka
To: CSX@thel9thward.com

Sent from my iPad I have been stopped number out times by the train at this crossing. I have been
more than 15 late dropping off a child a school and last week end going to an appointment I was
delayed for more than 20 minutes. One train going north and as soon as that one cleared another

train going south. Not the first time this has happened. Gloria Slomka

http://mail.the19thward.com/Main/frmMessagePrint.aspx?popup=true&messageid=127&f... 3/10/2016
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STB docket number FD35522 CSX Railroad Complaints

Wed 3/9/2016 5:09 PM

From: thompson9158@yahoo.com
To: "CSX@thel9thward.com"

Good day,

Please consider this correspondence as an official complaint toward the CSX Railroad
for the transportation issues between Western Avenue and California Avenue in the
Chicagoland, Blue Isand and Evergreen Park area of lllinois.

The current scenario is horrible and needs to change. The length of time that trains run
on these tracks prohibit crossing to the two major hospitals in the area. Holding patterns

can last sometimes up to 20 minutes.

| have been a resident in this area for the past 35 years and have witnessed the length of
the train patters only getting longer with time.

Something must be done to limit the length of traffic flow interruptions and the amount of
trains that use this avenue during peak hours.

Respectfully,

Dan Thompson
9158 S Bell
Chicago, IL 60643

STB docket number FD35522 CSX Railroad Complaints

http://mail.the19thward.com/Main/frmMessagePrint.aspx?popup=true&messageid=126&f... 3/10/2016
































