
May 20,2013 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street SW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

RE: Docket number FD 35724 I California High-Speed Rail Project 
Comments on Need for Expedited Decision 

Dear Members of the Board: 

This letter is in response to a letter filed by the California High Speed Rail Authority 
("Authority"), regarding the request of several California Congressmen that the period for 
receiving comments be extended to July 15, 2013, to permit more citizens and organizations to 
participate in this proceeding. The intention of this letter is to highlight one issue. Specifically, 
the Community Coalitin on High-Speed Rail ("CC-HSR") wants the Board to be aware that there 
is no looming loss of federal grant funding that should compel the Board to sacrifice a full and 
normal review of the project, prior to making what will surely be a tremendously consequential 
decision for the nation's rail system, and for the State of California. 

The California High-Speed Rail Authority has requested that the Board "expedite" its decision 
on whether or not to grant an exemption for the proposed project, and has asked the Board 
to make a decision on the Authority's exemption request or before June 17, 2013. CC-HSR has 
previously noted that the Authority choose to apply late, well understanding, several years ago, 
that the STB would have to grant an approval of the proposed project. This letter is to add one 
further observation. 

The justification for the Authority's request for expedited treatment, as found in its petition, 
is that the Authority needs to be able to "award contracts" for design and construction in the 
Spring or Summer of this year. But why should making that contract award be so critical that it 
should trump a full review by the STB, on a project that is both complex and not yet fully "jelled" 
in terms of specifics? (As an example of this last point, the project is sometimes described by 
the Authority as a 65-mile construction project, and sometimes as a 29-mile project, while the 
project actually designated by the Authority as the official"usable segment" extends a much 
longer distance, from Merced to the San Fernando Valley). 

CC-HSR is concerned that the Board has been given the impression that if the Board does not 
act immediately the Authority will have to forfeit a significant portion of its federal ARRA grants 
for the project. If the STB were to take any such claim at face value, it might want to rush the 
normal process, to the detriment of a full and adequate review. 

The Community Coalition on High Speed Rail is a grassroots, non-profit corporation, based on the San Francisco Peninsula, that is working through 
public advocacy, litigation, and political action to make sure the proposed California High Speed Rail project doesn't adversely affect the economy, 
environment, or quality of life of California's existing communities. For more information please visit: www.cc-hsr.org. You may contact CC-HSR by 
mail at 2995 Woodside Road #400-362, Woodside, CA 94062. 
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In fact, the Authority has entered into a December 2012 agreement with the FRA to suspend 
California's matching-fund requirement until April 2014, or until the sale of Proposition 1A 
bonds (whichever comes first), and this allows the project to be funded entirely with federal 
ARRA funds for that period. There is also nothing to prevent the CHSRA and the FRA from 
agreeing to extend that period from 2014 until2015, or even further into the future. 

In other words, the Authority has already arranged that virtually all of the $3.3 billion of federal 
ARRA funds can be spent by September 2017, even though construction will go on after that 
date, utilizing funding from the remainder of deferred Proposition 1A matching funds and 
FY 2010 federal funds that do not have a time limit. 

CC-HSR urges the STB to undertake a full and comprehensive review of a project that could, 
as we have noted before, end up being a detriment, not an advance, in terms of the nation's 
railroad system. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Yours truly, 

James R. Janz, President 
CC-HSR Board of Directors 

The Community Coalition on High Speed Rail is a grassroots, non-profit corporation, based on the San Francisco Peninsula, that is working through 
public advocacy, litigation, and political action to make sure the proposed California High Speed Rail project doesn't adversely affect the economy, 
environment, or quality of life of California's existing communities. For more information please visit: www.cc-hsr.org. You may contact CC-HSR by 
mail at 2995 Woodside Road #400-362, Woodside, CA 94062. 



PROOF OF SERVICE 

I am over the age of eighteen years and not a party to the within entitled action; my 
business address is One Embarcadero Center, Twenty-Second Floor, San Francisco, CA 94111-
3711. 

On May 21, 2013, I served the attached Letter Re: Comments Concerning STB's 
Reliance on and Recirculation of the FEIR/FEIS for Proposed Merced to Fresno Section of 
the California High-Speed Rail Project (Docket No. FD 35724) and Addendum pn the 
interested parties in this action as follows: 

SEE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST 

BY MAIL: I enclosed the document(s) in a sealed envelope or package addressed to the 
persons at the addresses listed in the Service List and placed the envelope for collection and 
mailing, following our ordinary business practices. I am "readily familiar" with the firm's 
practice of collection and processing correspondence for mailing. Under that practice it would 
be deposited with the U.S. postal service on that same day with postage thereon fully prepaid at 
in the ordinary course of business. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on May 21, 2013, at San Francisco, California. 
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Begeman. Ann D. 
Vice Chainnan 
Surface Transportation Board 
Washington. DC 20423 

Bender, Carol 
13340 Smoke Creek Avenue 
Bakersfield, CA 93314 

Bigelow, Frank 
State Capitol 
P. 0. Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA 94249-0005 

Birkey, Scott 
Preserve Our Heritage 
555 California Street lOTh Floor 
San Franciso. CA 94104 

Boren, Tony 
Fresno Council Of Governments 
2035 Tulare St. Suite 201 
Fresno, CA 93721 

Boxer. Honorable Barbara 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Brown, Corrine 
U.S. House ()[Representatives 
Washington, DC 205 15 

Brown, Morris 
140 Stone Pine Lane 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

Brown, Jr., Governor Edmund G. 
State Capitol, Suite 1173 
Sacramento. CA 95814 

Carlson, Colleen 
1400 W. Lacey Boulevard, Bldg. #4 
Hanford. CA 93230 

Carlson. Raymond L 
Griswold. Lasalle, Cobb, Dowd & Gin, LLP. 
Ill E. Seventh Street 
Hanford, CA 93230 

Carson, Honorable Andre 
U.S. House Of Representatives 
2453 Rayburn Hob 
Washington, D.C. 205!5-1407 

Cook. Paul 
U.S. House Of Representatives 
506 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Denton. Peter W. 
Nossaman Lip 
!666 K Street, Nw, Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20006 

Descary, William C 
604 Plover Court 
Bakersfield. CA 93309-1336 

Durbin. Honorable Richard J 
United States Senate 
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Washington. DC 20510-1304 

Eager. Lee Ann 
Economic Development Corporation 
906 N Street. Suite 120 
Fresno, CA 93721 

Edelman, Richard S. 
O'donnell, Schwartz And Anderson. P.C. 
!300 L Street, N.W., Suite 1200 
Washington, DC 20005 

Feinstein. Honorable Dianne 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Flanagan, Lori 
Alview-Dairyland Union School District 
12861 Avenue 18 l/2 
Chowchilla, CA 93610 

Fukuda, Aaron 
7450 Mountain View Street 
Hanford, CA 93230 

Garzilli. Nick 
1134 Alta Loma Road# 205 
West Hollywood. CA 90069 

Hamilton, Kathy 
121 Forest Lane 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

Harkey, Diane L. 
State Capitol 
P. 0. Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA 94249-0073 

Heglund, Andrew 
City Of Bakersfield 
1600 Truxtun Avenue, $Th Floor 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 

Honda, Honorable Michael 
U.S. House Of Representatives 
17 13 Longworth Hob 
Washington, DC 20515 

James. Bill 
.!pods, Inc 
9370 96Th Street N 
St. Paul. MN 55115 

Janz, James 
Community Coalition On High Speed Rail 
2995 Woodside Road 
Woodside. CA 94062 

Konczal, Blake 
Fresno Regional Workforce Investment Board 
2125 Kern Street, Suite 208 
Fresno, CA 93721 

Lautenberg, Frank R. 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Martin. Charles 
Chowchilla Elementary School District 
PO Box 910 
Chowchilla. CA 93610 

Massaro. Steve 
Preserve Our Heritage 
PO Box 501 
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Chowchilla, CA 93610 

Matsui, Honorable Doris 
U.S. House Of Representatives 
2434 Rayburn Building 
Washington. DC 20515-0506 

Mcclintock, Tom 
U.S. House Of Representatives 
434 Cannon Building 
Washington. DC 205!5 

Mehta. Ani! 
2941 San Dimas Street, Suite 104 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 

Miller, Honorable George 
Att: Gary Bland 
U S House Of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515-2307 

Morgan, Linda J. 
Partner, Nossaman, L.L.P. 
1666 K Street. N.W .. Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20006 

Oliveira, Frank 
Mel's Fann 
8835 22Nd Avenue 
Lemoore, CA 93245 

Patterson, Jim 
Assemblyman. Twenty-Third District 
PO Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA 94549-0023 

Perea, Henry R. 
Fresno Work 
2281 Tulare Street, Room 300 
Fresno, CA 93721 

Peterson, Thomas F. 
City Of Prairie Du Chien 
P. 0. Box 430 
Prairie Du Chien, WI 53821 

Price, Honorable David 
US House Of Representatives 
Washington. DC 20515 

Rogers, David 
Board Of Supervisors County Of Madera 
200 W. Fourth Street 
Madera, CA 93637 

Schifl~ Honorable Adam 
U.S. House Of Representatives 
2411 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Scott, Alan 
I 3 I 8 Whitmore Street 
Hanford, CA 93230 

Seals, Ronald V. 
Chowchilla Union High School District 
805 Humboldt Avenue 
Chowchilla, CA 93610 

Setty, Michael D. 
Train Riders Association Of California 
I 025 Ninth Street. Suite 223 
Sacramento. CA 95814-3516 

Sheys, Kevin M. 
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Nossaman Lip 
1666 K Street, N.W., Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20006 

Slaughter. Honorable Louise M 
U.S. House Of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Swearengin, Mayor Ashley 
City Of Fresno 
2600 Freson Street 
Freson, CA 93721-3600 

Taylor. Jeff 
1624 Country Breeze Place 
Bakersfield. CA 93312 

Tonko. Honorable Paul 
U.S. House Of Representatives 
2463 Rayburn Hob 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Upton, Kole 
Findley M. Upton Trust 
P. 0. Box 506 
Chowchilla. CA 93610 

Vidak, Andy 
13775 Lacey Boulevard 
Hanford, CA 93230 

Wagner, Donald P. 
State Capitol 
P. 0. Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA 94249-0068 

Walters, Carol 
13343 Grangeville Boulevard 
Hanford. CA 93230-9695 

Wolter, Pamela C. 
Acton And Agua Dulce 
3942 West SieiTa Highway, Suite 5 
Acton. CA 93510 

Party Of Record: Wytkind, Edward 
Transportation Trades Department, Afl-Cio 
815 16Th Street Nw, 4'lb floor 
Washington, DC 20006 

Member Of Congress: Calvert, Honorable Ken 
Us House Of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Member Of Congress: Campbell, Honorable John 
U.S. House Of Representatives 
2331 Rayburn Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Member Of Congress: Costa, Honorable Tim 
Congress Of The United States 
Washington. DC 20515 

Member Of Congress: Denham, Honorable Jeff 
Subcommitte On Railroads. Pipelines. And Hazardous Materials Committee On Transportation And Infrastructure 
U.S. House Of Representatives 
Washington. DC 20515 

Member Of Congress: Hahn, Honorable Janice 
Congress Of The United States 
Washington. DC 20515 

Member Of Congress: Hunter. Honorable Duncan L. 
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Us House Of Representatives 
Washington, DC 205!5 



Member Of Congress: Issa. Honorable Darrell 
U.S. House Of Representatives 
347 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Member Of Congress: Larnalfa. Honorable Doug 
U.S. House Of Representatives 
506 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington. DC 20515 

Member Of Congress: Lofgren. Honorable Zoe 
Us House OfResprescntative 
Washington, DC 20515 

Member Of Congress: Mccarthy. Honorable Kevin 
Congress Of United States 
2421 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Member Of Congress: Mckeon, Honorable Howard P. Buck 
Us House Of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Member Of Congress: Nunes, Honorable Devin 
U.S. House Of Representatives 
Longworth House Office Building Suite 1013 
Washington, DC 20515 

Member Of Congress: Rohrabacher. Honorable Dana 
Us House Of Representatives 
Washington. DC 20515 

Member Of Congress: Royce, Honorable Edward R. 
U. S. House Of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Member Of Congress: Valadao, Honorable David G. 
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United States House Representatives 
1004 Longworth House Office Building 
Washinton, DC 20515 




