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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
49 C.E.R. § 1105.7)

(1)  Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may he involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed
action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF™) proposes to abandon 1,100 linear feet of rail line
located between Milepost 4.53 and Engineering Station 258+07 (end of line) in Seattle,
King County, Washington (the “Line”). A map of the project area is attached as Exhibit

A

BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project is as follows:

The proposcd abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties. The railroad

right-of-way, ballast and culverts will remain in placc.

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track matcrials or rails. With the
use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right-of-way, the rails and related
steel (angle bars, tic plates, spikes, switches and any other metal parts) are removed.
Next the wooden tics arc raised from the ballast with a tool designed for minimum
disruption of ground material. The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1)
good quality lies that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be
sold to lumber dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into

railcars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site.

The culverts, ballast and right-of-way will remain intact so as not to alter the prevailing
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waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSI' salvage contractors arc required to limit
their activities to the width of the right-of-way and nol to place fills or other material in
water bodies, including inland walerways. When the salvage process is complete,

waterflows in the arca should not be disrupted.

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt or
concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also dismantled and

removed.

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail malerial
salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage contract includes
detailcd information on any environmental or historical conditions recommended by the
Officc of Environmental Analysis (“OFEA™) and imposcd by the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB”) in the final decision. Completed work is independently inspected by a
BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance with BNSF standards of

quality and all contractual obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable.

The Linc has had no traffic since prior to 1995. The Line is stub-ended and, therefore.,
not capable of handling overhead traffic. Because of the lack of traffic on the Line, only
very limited maintenance has been performed on the Linc for some lime. Therefore, the
proposed abandonment will have no impact on rail [reight operations and maintenance

practices on the Line.

The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Linc and lorego the

opportunity costs [rom salvaging the Iine.
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2)

Transportation System Describe the effect of the proposed action on regional

or local fransportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amounti of traffic (passenger
or freight) that will be diverted to other fransportation systems or modes as a result of
the proposed action.

Therc will be no passenger or freight traffic diverted to other transporlation systems as a

result of the proposed abandonment. There has been no local or overhead traffic on this

line since prior to 1995.

3)

Land Use

(i) Based on consultation with local and/orv regional planning agencies
and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies,
state whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.
Describe any inconsistencies.

The proposed action is consistent with cxisting land use plans. BNST contacted
the City of Seartle — Department of Planning and Development and King County
— Department of Permitting and Environmental Review. King County referred us
to the City of Seattle’s Department of Planning and Development. The City of
Seattlc replied, ~This proposal does not appear to be inconsistent with the City’s

land use plans.” Copies of the letters are attached as Exhibit B.

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the
effect of the proposed action on any prime agriculture land.

BNSF does not believe that the proposed abandonment will have an adverse effect
on prime agriculture land. BNSF sent a letter to the Washington NRCS State
Office. As of the date of this Environmental Report, the agency has not replied (o

BNSF’s inquiry. A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit C.

(ii))  If any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone,
include the coastal zone information required by § 1105.9.

BNSF does not believe the proposed abandonment is located within a designated
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4)

coastal zone. BNSF sent a letter to the State of Washington, Department of
Ecology. Northwest Regional Olfice. As of the date of this Environmental
Report, the agency has not replied to BNSF’s inquiry. A copy of the letter is
attached as Exhibit 1.

(iv)  If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-

of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and
explain why.

The proposed abandonment may be suitable for altemative public use. BNSF
contacted the City ol Seattle — Department of Planning and Development and

King County — Department of Permitting and Environmental Review.

Energy

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
resources.

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of cncrgy

resources.

(i)  Describe the effect of the proposed action on recycluble commeodities.

‘The proposed abandonment will not adverscly affect the movement or recovery of
reevelable commodities.

(iii)  State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease
in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

The proposed action will not result in an increasc or decrease in overall energy

cfficiency as there has been no traffic on the line since prior to 1995.

(iv)  If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage
of more than:
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(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B)  an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy
consumption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the
Jigure given.

‘I he proposed abandonment will not result in a diversion of rail to motor carriage.

If the proposed action will result in either:

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in grosy
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight frains a dey on any
segment of the line affected by the proposal, or

(B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment,
quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions.

The proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified

thresholds for increased rail or truck traffic as outlined in (i) (A). (B} or (C)

above.

@

If the proposed action affects a class 1 or nonattainment arca under the

Clean Air Act, and will result in either:

(A)  an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in
gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on
any segmenf of rail line,

(B)  an increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured
by carload activity), or

(C)  an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of
the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment,
then state whether any expected increased emissions are within the
paramefers established by State Implementation Plan. However, for a
rail construction under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505) or a
case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned
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(6)

line, only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.
The proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified

thresholds in (ii) (A), (B) or (C) above.

(iti)  If the fransportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nifrogen
oxide and Freon) is contemplated, identify: the materials and gquantity; the
Jrequency of service; safety practices (including any speed restricfions); the
applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills; confingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an
accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

The proposed abandonment will not affcet the transportation of ozone depleting

materials.

Noise If any of the thresholds identified in item (5) (i) of this section are

surpassed, stafe whether the proposed action will cause:

()

(i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or

(ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify
sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement
communities and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the noise
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

Not applicable.

Safety

(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vehicle delay time at railroad crossings).

This abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or public safety.
There are no privatc at-grade crossings and three (3) public at-grade crossings on

the Line.

(i)  If hazardous materials are expected tfo be fraunsported, identify: the
materials and quantify; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being
fransported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds;
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(8

safefy practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant’s safety record
(to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the
contingency plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of an
accidental release of hazardous materials.

The abandonment will not result in the transportation of hazardous materials.

(ifi}  If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have
been known hazardous material spills on the righi-of-way, identify the location
of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.

There are no known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known

hazardous material spills on the right-of-way.

Biological Resources

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state
whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe
the effects.

BNSF does not believe that the proposed abandonment will have an adverse effect
on endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat.
BNSF contacted the 1.5, Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services Field

Office (“USFWS™), in reference to this proposed abandonment.

Shirley Burgdorf, with USFWS, replied in an e-mail dated August 28, 2014,
cxplaining the process [or oblaining an official species list for a proposed project.
BNSF generated and reviewed the list of [ndangered Species Act Species Tist for

the project area and determined that the abandonment project will have “no
effect” on listed species, their habitats, or proposed or designated critical habitat

as the project area is located in the city streets and salvage activitics will be
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®)

restricted to the railroad right-ol-way. A copy of Ms. Burgdorf's e-mail is
attached as Exhibit E.

(ii)  State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or
JSorests will be affected, and describe any effects.

BNSF does not belicve that any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State
parks or forcsts will be adversely allected by the proposed abandonment. BNSF
contacted the U.S. Department of the Intcrior, Burcau of Land Management

(*BLM?”) and the National Park Service, Pacilic West Region.

J.A. Vacca, with BLM. replied in an e-mail dated August 28, 2014, stating, “1 did
a quick check of our GIS layers in comparison with the map provided, and 1 was
unable to locate any BLLM-administered lands within your projcct arca.™ As ol the
date of this Environmental Report, the National Park Scrvice has not replied to

BNSF’s inquiry. Copies of the e-mail and letter arc attached as Exhibit F.

Water

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether
the proposed acfion is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water
quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

BNSF scnt a lctter to the State of Washington, Department of Ecology, Northwest
Regional Office. As of the date of this Environmental Report, the agency has not

replicd to BNSF’s inquiry. A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit I.

BNSF also contacted the 11.S. EPA Region 10 regarding the proposed
abandonment. As of the datc of this Environmental Report, the agency has not

replied to BNSF’s inquiryv. A copy ol the letter is attached as Exhibit G.
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(i)  Based on consultation with the US. Army Corps of Engineers, state
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344)
are required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or
100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

BNSF is confident that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be
adversely allecled by the proposed abandonment. BNSF contacted the U.S. Army
Engineer District, Seattle in reference to the proposed abandonment. As of the
date of this Environmental Report, the agency has not replied to BNSF's inquiry.
A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit H.

(iii)  State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Wafter Act (33
U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental
protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permifs are
required).

BNSF scnt a letter to the State of Washington, Department of Ecology, Northwest

Regional Office. As of the date of this Environmental Report, the agency has not

replied to BNSF’s inquiry. A copy ol the letter is attached as Exhibit D.

BNSF also contacted the U.S. FPA Region 10 regarding the proposed
abandonment. As of the date of this Environmental Report, the agency has not
replicd to BNSF’s inquiry. A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit G,

(10)  Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed fo mitigafe
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriafe.

BNSF does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed
abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions. BNSF will, of

course, consult (as required) with any recipicnts of this Environmental Report regarding

10 S1E Docket AB 6 (Sub. No.490X)



appropriate mitigation actions and will comply with those mitigation actions required by

the Board.
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HISTORIC REPORT

(49 C.E.R. § 1105.8)

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including
commodities fransported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
mainfenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives fo the propesed
action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF™) proposes to abandon 1,100 linear feet of rail line
located between Milepost 4.53 and [ngineering Station 258+07 (end of line) in Seattle,
King County, Washington (the “Line”). A map of the project area is attached as Exhibit

A.
BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project is as follows:

‘The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties. The railroad

right-o[-way, ballast and culverts will remain in place.

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the (rack materials or rails. With the
use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right-of-way, the rails and related
steel (angle bars, tic plates, spikes, switches and any other metal parts) are removed.
Next the wooden tics arc raised [rom the ballast with a tool designed for minimum
disruption ol ground material. The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1)
good quality tes that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be
sold to lumber dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties arc loaded into rail

cars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal sitc.



The culverts, ballast and right-of-way will remain intact so as not to alter the prevailing
waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are required (o limit
their activities to the width of the right-of-way and not to place fills or other material in
water bodies, including inland waterways. When the salvage proccss is complete,

waterflows in the area should not be disrupted.

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel. asphalt or
conercte, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also dismantled and

removed.

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail material
salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage contract includes
detailed information on any environmental or historical conditions recommended by the
Office of Environmental Analysis (“OEA™) and imposed by the Surface Transportation
Board (*STB™) in the final decision. Completed work is independently inspected by a
BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance with BNSF standards of

quality and all contractual obligations, including STR-imposed conditions, if applicable.

The Line has had no traffic sincc prior to 1995. The Line is stub-ended and, therefore,
not capable of handling overhcad traffic. Because ol the lack of traffic on the Line, only
very limited maintenance has been perlormed on the Line for some time. Therefore, the
proposed abandonment will have no impact on rail freight operations and maintenance

practices on the Line.

The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and forego the

opportunity costs from salvaging the Line.



HISTORIC REPORT

1. A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently
detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action)
showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate

dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the
proposed action,

The required topographic map is attached to this Report as Exhibit A.

2 A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, te the extent
known), and the tepography and urban and/vr rural characteristics of the surrounding
area
The subject Line extends approximately 1,100 linear feet between Milepost 4.53 and

Engineering Station 258107 (end of line) in Seattle, King County, Washington. The urban right-

ol-way is generally 100 feet wide. There are no federally granted rights of way involved.

3 Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad
structures on the property that are 50 years old or ofder and af the immediately
surrounding area.

None.

4. The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major
alterations, to the extent such information is known.

None.

3. A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of
what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action.

The Seattle, Lake Shore and Eastern Railway Company acquired the right of way in
1887. The Seattle, Lake Shore and Eastern Railway Company was a predecessor to the
Northern Pacific Railway Company (“NP”)., The NP merged in 1970 with the Great
Northern Railway Company and the Chicago Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company to
become the Burlington Northern Railroad Company (“BN”). BN merged with The

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company in 1996 to become The Burlington



Northern and Santa I'e Railway Company, which name was changed to BNSF Railway

Company in 2005.

6.

A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering
drawings, that might be useful in documenfing a structure that is found to be historic.

Documents in BNSF's possession concerning this abandonment may include alignment

maps showing the right-of-way and/or station maps. 'Lhese documents are Loo large for practical

reproduction in this report, but can be furnished upon request, if they are availablc.

An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as fo
whether the site and/or strucfures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological
resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and
the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the Stafe Historic
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities).

BNSI' contacted the Washington State Department of Archacology & Historic

Preservation (“SHP(O™) in reference to the proposed abandonment. By letler dated March 24,

2015, Matthew Sterner. M.A., Transportation Archacologist, stated, “no historic properties

affected for the proposed abandonment.”™ A copy of the lelter is attached as Exhibit I.

8.

A description (based on readily available information in the railroad’s possession) of
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental condifions
(naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of
resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and the
surrounding terrain.

The Line was disturbed during original construction by cuts and fill and any

archacological resources that may have been located in the proposed project arca would
have been affected at that time. OQur records do not indicatc any environmental conditions

that might affect the archaeological recovery of resources.



9. Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer
may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad
owned properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-
way: photographs of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad
right-of-way (or other public rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written
description of any previously discovered archeological sites, identifying the location
and type of the site (i.e. prehistoric or native American).

If any additional information is requested, BNSF will promptly supply the necessary

information.
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EXHIBIT B



City of Seattle
Edward B. Murray, Mayor

il

Seattle Department of Planning and Development
Diane M. Sugimura, Dircctor

September 8, 2014

lohn Sims

BNSF Railway Company

2500 Lou Menk Drive AOB -3
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828

Dear Mr. S5ims:
Thank you for informing us of the pending abandonment of the BNSF rail line near the Ship
Canal in Seattle. This proposal does nat appear to be inconsistent with the City’s land use

plans.

Please contact me at 206-684-0343 if you have further questians.

%w
Nathan Torgelsen
Deputy Director

Sincerely,

4

2%
Tubr
City ol Scattie. Department of Planning and Development
700 Fifth Avenue, Suite 2000
P.O. Box 34019, Scattle, WA 98124-4019
An equal employment opportunily, affirmative action employer. Accommadations for people with disabilies provided upon request.




Sims, John A

Fram: Sandin, Randy <Randy.Sandin@kingcounty.gov>
Sent: Monday, August 25, 2014 6:01 PM

To: Sims, John A

Subject: STB Docket Noi. AB 6 (Sub-No. 490X)

Dear Mr. Sims:

Your letter requesting a determination whether the proposed abandonment of 0.6 miles of railroad in Soulh Seattle
Canal was forwarded to me for a response. This rail line is located within the corporate limits of the City of Seattle and
would therefore be subjert to Seatlle’s comprehensive planning policies and adopted land use regulaticns. You should
direct your inquiry to the City of Seattle’s Department of Planning and Development, 700 5% Avenue, Suite 2000, Seattle,
WA 98104,

Thanks.

Randy Sandin, Product Ling Manager - Resource

King County

Department of Permilling and Environmental Review
35030 S.E. Dauglas Streel, Suile 210

Snoqualmie, WA 98065

Phone: (206) 477-0378

** Important Message **

More Customer Service Hours

Begin Feb. 34,2014

7:30-11:30 & 1:00-3:00 Mon/Tue/Thur/Fri
CLOSED WEDNESDAY
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A —————— John A. Sims, CP BNSF Railway Company
RAILWAY Paralogal 2500 Lou Menk Drive — ACE-3
Law Depatment Font Worth, Texas 75131-2828

{2l 817-352-2376
fax 017-352-2387

Email [shn. sims@bns .com

August 21, 2014

Ms. Roylene Rides-at-the-Door
Washington NRCS State Office
316 W. Boone Ave., Suile 450
Spokane, WA 99201-2348

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 {(Sub-No. 490X); BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exempiion — in King County, Washington

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF’) anticipates filing in about 60 days a Notice of
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-
referenced docket to abandon 0.60 miles of rail line in King County, Washington,
beiween Milepost 4.53 and Engineering Station 258+07 in South Seattle Canal.

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF nzeds to know whelher or not the
proposed abandonment will have any effect on prime agricultural lands, Your
assessment and comments are respectfully requested.

infarmation on BNSF's salvage process as il relaies lo this project that should also be of
use:

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties;
however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culveris will remain in place.

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails.
With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the
rails and relaled steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden lies are raisad from amang the
ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties
are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re-
used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold te lumber
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-appraver disposal site.

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as rot to alter the
prevailing waterflows along the line, In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are
required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way and not to place
iills or other material in waler bodies, including iniard watcrways, When the
salvage process is campleta waterflows in tha 2rea should not be disrunted
Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel,
asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also
dismantled and removed.



BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experiencad rail
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open markel. Each salvage
contract includes detailed information on any environmental or historical
conditions recommended by the Office of Environmental Analysis and impesed
by the Surface Transportation Board in their final decision. Completed work is
independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representzative) to
ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual
obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable.

Please provide your assessment and comments to me al the address above, if at all
possible, by October 21, 2014. You may contact me by email or telephans with any

questions or concams.

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution.

Sincerely,

6K

John A, Sims, CP
Paralegal

Enclosure as stated

ccviaemail: Courtney Estes — BNSF — courtney.estes@bnsf.com
Suzanne Wellen — BNSF — suzanna.wellen@bnsf.com
Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP — kmorell@billp.com
Mark Norion — BNSF — marik.norton@bnsf.com
Brian Blevins — BNSF -- brian.blevins@bnsf com
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A —— Jahn A, Sims, CP BNSF Rallway Company

RAILWAY Paraiegal 2500 Lou Menk Drive — AOB-3
Law Dapariment Forl Worth, Texas 76131-2828

tel B17.3652-2376
fax 817-352-2397

Email — john.sims@bnsf.com

August 20, 2014

Josh Baldi, Director
Department of Ecology
Northwest Regional Office
State of Washington

3190 — 160" Ave. SE
Bellevue, WA 98008-5452

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 490X); BNSF Railway Company —
Abandonment Exemption - In King County, illinois

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) anticipates filing in about 60 days a Notice of
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-
referenced docket to abandon 0.60 miles of rail line in King County, Washington,
between Milepost 4.53 and Engineering Station 258+07 in South Seattle Canal.

As part of the environmental report, BNSF is required ta cantact your agency to
determine if the proposed abandonment:
1. will affect land or water uses within a designated coastal zone;
2. is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards (with
a description of any inconsistencies identified); and
3. will require permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.§ 1342).

For your reference | have enclosed a map of the subject railroad line. Following is
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of
use:

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties;
however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place.

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails.

With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the
rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the
ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties
are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re-
used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site.

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to alter the
prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are
required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way and not to place



fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways. When the
salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted.
Finally, road crossings are remaved and remediated, then repaved with gravel,
asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also
dismantled and removed.

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage
contract includes detailed information on any environmental or historical
conditions recommended by the Office of Environmental Analysis and imposed
by the Surface Transportation Board in their final decision. Completed work is
independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) fo
ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual
obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable.

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all
possible, by October 20, 2014. You may contact me by email or telephone with any
questions or concerns.

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution.

Sincerely,

John A. Sims, CP
Paralegal

Enclosure as stated

cc via email: Courtney Estes — BNSF — courtney.estes@bnsf.com
Suzanne Wellen — BNSF - suzanne.wellen@bnsf.com
Karl Morell — Ball Janik LLP = kmorell@bijllp.com

Mark Norton — BNSF — mark.norton@bnsf.com

Brian Blevins — BNSF — brian.blevins@bnsf.com




EXHIBIT E



Sims, John A

From: Burgdorf, Shirley <shirley_burgdorf@fws.gov>

Sent: Thursday, August 28, 2014 1:34 PM

To: Sims, John A

Subject: Abandonment exempticn in King County, Washington
John,

The process for oblaining an official species list for a proposed project is to go to the Information, Planning, and
Conservation System (1PaC) website (https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/). I this is vour first time to use PaC, | suggest
going to our office website (hip/www fws sovivalwolspecies new.himl) and locking at the 'View detailed
instructions for navigating IPaC’, Once you have identified the project location and selected the project type,
you will arrive at the Trust Resources Page. Scroll down and select the 'Request an official species list'

button.  An email will be sent with an official species list for any federally listed species and designated critical
habitat in the county of your project.

Please contact me if you have guestions.
Shirley

Shirley Burpdort

Fish & Wildlife Biologisl

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
510 Desmond Dr., SE, Suite 102
Laccy. WA 98503
360/534-9340
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United States Department of the Interior ey

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Washington Fish and Wildlite Otlice
310 DESMOND DRIVE SE.SUTTE 102
LACEY. WA 98303
PHONE: (360)753-9-040 FAX: (3601755-9405

UIRE: wawaw fasgoy Awalvo!

Consultation T'racking Number: 01 EWFWO00-2014-SL1-0701 August 28, 2014
Project Name: South Seattle Canal. WA rail line abandonment

Subject: List ol threatened and endangered species that may oceur in vour praposed project
location, and/or may be afleeted by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened. endangered, and proposed species. designated
and proposed critical habitat, and candidate species that may oceur within the beundary of vour
proposed project and/or may be affeeted by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements ol the 1S, Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(¢) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated survevs. changes in the abundance and distribution of
species. changed habitat conditions. or other lactors could change this list. The specics list is
currently compiled at the county level, Additional information is available from the Washington
Deparunent of Fish and Wildlife, Priority Habitus and Species website:

hitosAwd i wa, sov/mapping/phs! or at our office website:

tpedwwaw fws.govAvativo/snecies new honl. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(¢) of the
regulations implementing section 7 of the Act, the accuracy of this species list should be
verified after 90 days. This verification can be compleled formally or informally as desired. The
Service recommends that verification be completed by visiting the ECOS-1PaC website at
regular intervals during project planning and implementation for updates to species lists and
information, An updated lisl may be requested through the ECOS-1PaC system by completing
the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

I'he purpose of the Act is 1o provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and
the ecosvstems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7{a)2)
of the Act and its implementing regulations (50 CIR 402 et seq.). Federal agencies are required
to utilize their authoritics to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and
endangered species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered
species and/or designated critical habitat.



A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Acti42 US.C. 4332(2)
{c)). For prajects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
cvaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether or not the
project may affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat.
Recommended contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402,12,

I a Federal ageney determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation,
that listed specics and/or designated eritical habitat may be affected by the propased project, the
agency is required o consull with the Service pursuant to 36 CFR 402, In addition. the Scrvice
recommends that candidate specics, proposed species. and proposed eritical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants. can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook' at:

hitpedivwa. s goviendangered/ese-library pd I TOC-GLOS, PO

Please be aware that bald and golden cagles are protected under the Bald and Gelden Eagle
Protection Act (16 UL.S.C. 668 et seq.). You may visit our websile at

hugm/fwwss fwes, gov/pacificfeagle/for information on disturbance or take of the specigs and
information on how to get a permit and what current guidelines and reguiations are. Some
projects affecting these species may require development of an eagle conservation plan: (
b B rov/sindeneres feaele cuidance.biml). Additionally, wind energy projects
should fellow the wind energy guidelines (hit:s/Aowe fws con/windenerey/) for minimizing
impects to migratory birds and bats.

Also be aware that all marine mammals are protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA). The MMPA prohibits. with certain exceptions. the "take” of marine mammals in U.S.
waters and by LLS, citizens on the high seas. The importation of marine mammais and marine
mammal products into the U.S. is also prohibited. More information can be found on the
MMPA website; hupavaw nmis hoag.eeyv/prias s/nmmpa L

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit ta our office,

Related website:
National Marine Fisheries Service:
hittps s s rnoaa, goviprotected species/species Hst/species lists itml

Attachment



United States Department of Inierior
Fish and Wildlile Serviee

Project name: South Scattle Canal, WA rail Tine abimndonmien

Official Species List

Provided by:
Washington Fish and Wildlite Office
310 DESMOND DRIVE SE. SUITE 162
LACEY. WA V8503
(360) 753-9440

BRI s s vov wiiwn

Consultation Tracking Number: 0 1EWFW00-2014-SL1-0701

Project Type: Land - Easement / Right-O-Way

Project Description: salvage of BNSF rail line within the city street of seattle. salvage will be dane
within railroad right-of=way

g ecos s eon ipae, 08282014 01:22 PM
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Pnited States Department of Iaterior
Fish and Wildlife Service

7 Project name; South Seattie Canal, WA ril Hine abandonment

Project Counties: King, WA

fitprccos iveov ipac. DR/28/2014 01:22 Ph
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e s Waowern
l e I Untted States Depantment ol Interior

t 4 Fish and Wildlife Service
"‘Q{;&" Praject name: South Seattle Canal. WA rail line abandonment

et
T

Endangered Species Act Species List

Phere are utotal of 10 treatened. endangered. or candidute species on your species list. Species on this st should he
considered in an effects analysis [or your praject and could Tnelude specics that exist in another geographic arsa, For
example. certain fish may appear on the speeies liss bereause a project could atfect downstream species. Critienl habitas
listed under the Has Critical Habitat eolumn may or may not lic within vour praject aren. See the Critical abitats
wilhin your project aren section further below for eritical babitat that lies within your praject. Please contact the

designated PWS office if vou have questions.

Amphibians Status Has Critical Habitat l'(.'tm(lilitm(s:)
Oregon Spotted frog (Rana pretiosay | Proposed Proposed

Threatenad I
Birds _ _E
Marbled murrelet (lirachyranyhis 1hreatened Fimal designated |

nrroritus)

Papulanon CA,OR, WA

|
Northern Spotted owl ¢Sy | Threumtened Final designated

avcidentalis cainimag

Population. Lntire

Yellow-Billed Cuckoo (Cacerzns Iraposed Proposed
RCTICHNIS ) Threatenad

Population Western LS [PS

Conifers and Cycads

Whitebark pine s albreaidis Candidate
Fishes
Bull Trowt sSafvelinus contluentus) Fhreatened Final designated

Population: U SA L contenmmous, lower 38

stofes

Bptrecos ws o dpac, 08282014 01:22 PM
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United States Department of Interior
lFish and Wildhile Service

Project name: South Seaule Canal, WA rail fine abandonment

Flowering Plants

Giolden Paintbrush «Casiillera Threatened

leviseeta)

Mammals

Canada Lyns (Lyvay conmdensiv) Threatened Final designated.
Population {Contiguous LS, DI'S) Proposed

Ciny woll (Canis fupis) Endangered

Population 25 A AH ol AL AR A, L),
O, DE, FL, GAL KRS, RY LA MA, M, M,
MY MENC NI NH, NL N, NYL OR L PA,
R SCU TN VAL VT and WV, those porntions of
A MM and TN not imeluded mvan

expenmantsl popsiation, amd porbaps of [A 1N,

L, MU OH, ORCSD UL asd WA Moesco

Grizely bear ¢Ursus arcros forribilis) | Threatenad

|
Pepulation lower 48 Staes, et where :

Dsted s anesperimentsl population or dehsied

It ecos buspon dpae, O8/282000 01:22 PAY
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Linited States Depariment of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

=7 Project name: Scuth Seatile Canal, WA nul hine abandonment

Critical habitats that lie within your project area

The following eritical habitats lie fully or partially within your projeet area,

Birds Critical Habitat Type
Marbled murrelet (lrac hveaniplies Final desipnated

Wl eradus)

Population. CA, OR, WA

Northern Spotted owl (Swey occidennalis Final designated
Celinina)

Population: Entire

Fishes

Bull Trout (Salvelinus conflucnries) | Final desipnated

Population: L1S.A, comternmaous, lower 48 states r

hl'[p‘- frenss, T s il'l-iL. (JR/28/201 4 {1 :22 '™
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EXHIBIT F



Sims, John A

From: Vacca, J <jvacca@blm.gov>

Sent: : Thursday, August 28, 2014 10:42 AM
To: Sims, John A

of LI Brenda Woods; Linda Coates-Markle
Subject: STB Docket no. ABG

John,

Qur office received your letter dated August 21, 2014 requesting information on
threatened and endangered species and the potential for effects from a railway
abandonment project. At this point, it is unclear from your letter whether or not the
proposed ahandonment occurs on BLM-administered public land, or within a BLM-
administered Right-of-way.

Those are the only two scenarios in which the BLM would have administrative jurisdiction
or responsibility to provide information on endangered species within the project area.
Otherwise, all consultation and coordination for threatened and endangered species is
handled by he U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, a separate agency under the Department
of the Interior.

1 did a quick check of our GIS layers in comparison with the map you provided, and I
was unable to locate any BLM-administered lands within your project area (see Map
below). However, if you would like to download the BLM-administrative layers and
double check, those files can be accessed online (http://www.blm.gov/or/gis/data.php).
If you happen to have a BLM-issued Right of Way case number or some other indication
(Township, Range and Section identifying BLM-administered lands) establish'ng a BLM
connection to this project, that would also help. Otherwise, I believe the BLM may not be
the correct agency to be in contact with regarding this matter.

Please call or email if you have further questions or I can be of assistance.

Figure 1: Screenshot of approximate project area. According to our layer files, there are
no BLM-administered units in the project area.
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J.A. Vacca

Wildlife Biologist

Wenatchee Field Office

Spokane District

(509-665-2135

District Homepage/Facebook/Twitter/YouTube/Flickr
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A— John A, Sims, CP ENSF Railway Company
RAILWAY Paralegal 2503 Lou Llenk Dive — ACB-3
Law Deparfment Furt We th, Texas 7B13°-7a78

fel B17-352-2376
fax B17-352-2337

Emgll - john sims@bnsf.com

August 21, 2014

lis. Christine Lehnertz, Regional Director
National Park Service

Pacific West Region

333 Bush Street, Suite 500

San Francisco, CA 94104-2828

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 490X); BNSF Railway Company —
Abandonment Exemption — in King County, Washingfon

BNSF Railway Company ("ENSF") anticipates filing in about 60 days a Notice of
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-
referenced docket to abandon 0.60 miles of rzil line in King County, Washington,
between Milepost 4.53 and Engineering Station 258+07 in South Sealtle Canal.

As part of the requisile environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not
there are any wildlife sanctuaries or National or State parks or farests adjacent to or near
the line, and 2) if so, what effects tha proposed action may have on same.

(el 'JIUUI Ciolchiug | dve Chbuvecld [ Hdpa Ul Lo SUujoel Talitoaa e, Uil g e

information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of
use:

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of tha rails and ties;
however, the rallroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place.

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails.
With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the
rails and related steel (angle bars, lie plales, spikes, swiiches and any other
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the
ballast with a tool designad far minimum disruption of ground material. The ties
are separated into three groups as follows. (1) good guality tizs tha: will ba re-
used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap lies. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and
shipped by BNSF o an EPA-approvad disposal sile.

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to alter the
prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are
requirad to limit their activities to the width of the right of way and not to place
fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways. When the
salvage process s complete, waterflows in the area should nct be disruptea.
Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then rapaved with gravel,
asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also
dismantled and removed



BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail
material salvagers and is generally bicl on the open markel. Each salvage
contract includes detailed informalion on any environmental or historical
conditions recommended by the Office of Environmental Anzlysis and imposed
by the Surface Transportation Board in their final decision. Completed work is
independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to
ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual
obligations, including STB-impasead conditions, if applicable.

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all
possible, by Oclober 21, 2014. You may contact me by email or telephone with any

questions or concerns.

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution.

Sincerealy,

Fhe £8_
John A. Sims, CP
eyeitimppe |

Enclosure as staled

ccviaemail: Couriney Estes —BNSF — couriney.estes@bnsf.com
Suzanne Wellen — BNSF — suzanne.wellen@bnsf.con
Karl Morell = Ball Janik LLP — kmorell@bijllz.com
Mark Norton — BNSF — mark norton@hbnsf.com
Brian Blevins — BNSF — prian,blevins@bnsf.com




EXHIBIT G



John A. Sims, GP BMSF Railway Company
RALLAAY Parelegal 2500 Lou Menk Drive ~ AQB-3
Law Depantment Fort Warth, Texas 76131-2828

Bl 817-352-2376
‘ax B1V-352-23vY

Ematt jahn simsitnsfeom

August 21, 2014

U 8. EPA Region 10
1200 6" Avenue, Suite 800
Seallle, WA 98101

Re; STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 490X); BNSF Railway Company —
Abandonment Exemption ~ in King County, lllinois

BNSF Railway Companry ("BNSF"} anticipates filing in about 60 days a Notice of
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authorily in the abave-
referenced docket te abandon 0.60 miles of rail line in King County, Washington,
between Milepost 4.53 and Engineering Slation 258+07 in Scuth Seettle Canal.

As part of the requisite envirenmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not
this action will be consistent with Federal, State or lacal water quality standards, and 2)
whether or not Saction 402 and/or National Fallutant Discharge Elimination System
(“NPDES") permits are required for performance of the szlvage activity described below.
Please note: BNSF anticipates the proposed abandonment will not disturh inore

For your reference | have enclesed maps of the subject railroad line. Follewing is
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should alsco be of

use!

The proposed abandorment will include the removal of the rails and ties;
however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place.

The salvage process begins with the unbolling of the track materials or rails.

With the use of specializad machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the
rails and related stee! (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, swilches and any other
melal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the
hallast with a tocl dasigned for minimum disruption of ground material. The fies
are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re-
used in rail servics, (2) landscape-guality ties that will be re-scld to fumbszar
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap lies are loaded into railcars and
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal sile.

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact sc as not to altar the
prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are
required to limit thair activities to the widih of the right of way and not to place
fills or other matenal i water bodies, ncluding indand walerways, When the
salvage proccss is complete, waterflows in the area should not ke disruptad.



Finally, road crossings are removed and remsdiated, then repaved with graval,
asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority, Any signals are also
dismantied and removed.

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always perfermed by experienced rail
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage
conlract includes detailed information on any envircnmental or historical
conditions recommended by the Office of Envircnmental Analysis and imposed
by the Surface Transportation Board in their final decision. Completad work is
independently inspacted by a BNSF recadmaster (or equal representativa) to
ansure compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual
obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable.

Please provide your agssssment and comments to me at the address above, if at all
possible, by October 21, 2014, You may contact me by email or telephans with any

questions or concerns.

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution.

Siflcerely,

Jonn Al alns, Lie
Paralegal

Enclosure as stated

cc viaemail, Courtney Estes — BNSF — courlnev.estes@bnsf.com
Suzanne Wellen — BNSF — suzanne.wellenabnsf.com
Karl Marell — Ball Janik LLP — kmorell@billp.com
Mark Norton — BNSF — mark norten@bnsf.com
Brian Blevins — BNSF — brian.blevins@bnsf.com
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John A. Sims, CP BNSF Raitway Company
RAILWAY Paralcgal 2500 Lou Menk Drive - A032-3
Law Depariment Foft Werth, Texas 76131-2628

lel 817-352-2375
fex B17-332-2397

Emall - john simsimbrsf.oom

August 21, 2014

US Army Engineer District, Seattle
ATTN. Regulatory Branch

4735 East Marginal Way South
Seattle, WA 98134-2385

Re: STB Docket No, AB 6 (Sub-No. 490X); BNSF Railway Company —
Abandonment Exemption — in King County, Washington

BNSF Railway Company ("‘BNSF") anticipates filing in about 60 days a Notice of
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-
referenced docket to abandon 0.60 miles of rail line in King County, VWWashington,
between Milepost 4.53 and Engineering Station 258+07 in South Seattla Canal.

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not
Section 404 permits will be required for the performance of salvage activity, and 2} if the
praposed abandonment will affect any 100-year floodplains or any designated wetlands.
Yo zssesamant ancd comments are respectfully reouested In addition, if it is your

and whita maps of each designaled floodplain area. Pleasa note: BNSF does not
anticipate any potential impacts to waters of the U.S. as a result of the proposed

abandonment.

For your reference maps of the subject railroad line are enclosed. Following is
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of
use:
The proposed abandonment will inclucle the removal of the rails and ties;
however, the railrcad right of way, ballast and culvarts will remain in place.

The salvage process begins with the unbolling of the track materials or rails.

With the use of specializad machinery placed on the railroad right of way, ihe
rails and relaled sieel (angle bars, lie plates, spikes, switches and any other
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden lies are raised from ameng the
ballast with a lool designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties
ate separated iilo ree groups as follows: {1) good quality tias that will ba re-
used In rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and

shipped by BNSF o an EPA-approved disposal site.

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to alter tha
prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage conlraclors are
required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way and nof to place
fills or other material in water hodies, including inland waterways. When the
salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted.



Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel,
asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also
dismantled and removed.

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experiencad rail
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage
contract includes detailed information on any environmental or historical
conditions recommended by the Office of Environmental Analysis and imposed
by the Surface Transportation Board in lheir final decision. Completed work is
independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) te
ensura compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all cantractual
obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable.

Please provide your assessment and comments ta me at the address above, if at all
possiale, by October 21, 2014. You may contact me by email or telephone with any
questions or concerns.

Thank yoau in advance for your time and contribution.

Sincerely,
(. —
?J Zl\_;‘ Ck,/‘q(/
Parelegal

Enclosure as stated

ccviaemail: Courtney Estes — BNSF - courllney.estes@bnsf.com
Suzanne Wellen — BNSF — suzanne.wellen@bnsf.com
Karl Morell — Ball Janik LLP — kmorall@bjllp.com
Marlc Norton — BNSF — mark.nortan@@bnsf.com
Brian Blevins — BNSF — brian.blevins@bnsf.com




EXHIBIT 1



Allysan Brooks Ph.D., Cirecior
State Historle Preservalion Oficer

March 24, 2015

Mr. John A. Sims

BNSF Railway Company
2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOB-3
Forl Worth, TX 76131-2828

In future correspondence please refer to:

Log: 091614-06-STB

Property: BNSF Abandonment, King Co., STB Docket Na. AB 8 (Sub-No. 490X)
Re: Archaeology - No Historic Properties

Dear Mr. Sims:

Thank you for contacting our office and responding to my inquiry for additional information.
Based on the information you provided in your email of March 12, 2015, | concur with your
finding of no historic properties affected for the proposed abandonment.

We would appreciate receiving any correspondence or comments from concerned tribes or
other parties that you receive as you consult under the requirements of 36CFR800.4(a)(4).

These comments are basad on the information available at the time of this review and on the
behalf of the State Historic Preservation Officer in conformance with Section 108 of the National
Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations 36CFRB00.

Should additional information becaome available, our assessment may be revised. In the event
that archaeological or historic materials are discovered during project activities, work in the
immediate vicinity must stop, the area secured, and this office and the concerned tribes notified.

Thank you for the opportunily to review and comment. If you have any questions, please contact
me.

Sincerely,

Mo ——

Matthew Sterner, M.A.
Transportation Archaeologist
(380) 588-3082
matthew.stermer@dahp.wa.gov

State of Washington « Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation
P.O. Box 48343 « Olympia, Washington $8504-8342 = (340) 586-3065
wwiw dohp.wo.gov






