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ENVIRONM1£NTAL REPORT 

{49 C.KR. § 1105.7) 

(1) Proposed Actio11 and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including 
commoditie.'> trallsported, the pla1111e1/ di:,position (if anJ~ of any rail line lfntl otlter 
structures tliat may he iflvolved, and any pos:,'ihle cltange.'> in currettt operatio11s or 
maintenance practices. Also de.~crihe any ren.sonabl.e alternatives to the proposed 
action. Include a readabk, det.ail.etl map and drawitigs clearly deli1iealit1r: the project. 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") proposes to abandon 1,100 linear feet of rail line 

located bcnvccn Milepost 4.53 and Engineering Station 25!H07 (end of line) in Seattle, 

King County, Washington (the "Line"). A map of the project area is attached ac:; Exhibit 

A. 

D~SF's salvage process as it relates to this project is as follO'ws: 

The proposed abandonment ·will include the removal of the rails and ties. The railroad 

right-of-way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. V/ith the 

use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right-of-way, the rails and related 

steel (angle bars, tic plates, spikes, switches and any other metal parts) are removed. 

Next t11e wooden tics are raised from the ballast with a tool designed for minimun1 

disruption of groun<l material . The ties are separntcd il~to three groups as follows: (1) 

good quality lies that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality t ies that will be 

sold to lumber dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into 

rnilcars and shipped by RNSF to au EP A-approvec.J disposal site. 

The culvc1ts, ballast anc.J right-of-way ""'111 remain intact so as not to alter the prevailing 
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waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSf salvage contractors arc rcquin:d to limit 

their activities to the width of the right-of-way and nol to place fil ls or other material in 

water bod1es, 1ncluding inland waterways. When the salvage process is complele, 

waterflows in the area should not be disrupted. 

Finally, road crossings are removed an<l rernediated, then repaved "Vvith gravel, asphalt ur 

concrete, as required hy governing authority. Any signals are also dismantled and 

removed. 

BNSF salvage work fo r abandonments is ahvays perfonned by experienced rail material 

snlvagcrs and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage contract includes 

detailed information on any environmental or historical conditions r~ommended by the 

Office of Environmental Analysis ("OEA'') and imposed by the Surface Transportation 

Board CSTB") in the final decision. Completed work is independently inspected hy a 

BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to cnsmc compliance \o\'ith 01\SF standards of 

quality and all contractual obligatiuru:;, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

The Linc has had no traffic since prior to 1995. The Linc is stub-ended and, therefore~ 

not capable of handling overhead traffic. Recause of tl1c lack of Lra11ic on the Line, only 

very limited maintenance has been petfom1ed on the Linc for some time. Therefore~ the 

proposed abandonment v.~11 have no impact on rail freight operations and maintenance 

practices on the Line. 

The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Linc and forego the 

oppo11unity costs from salvaging the T ,ine. 
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(2) Transportation Svstem Describe tlze effect of the proposed at.·tion on regional 
or local transportatio11 systems cmtl patterns. Eftimate the amount of trnlfi.c (passenger 
or freight) that will be diverted to other tramportation .~ystems or modes as a result of 
the proposed action. 

There will be no passenger or freight traffic dive11ed to other transporlation systems as a 

result of the proposed abandonment. There has bc:en no local or overhead traffic on this 

line since prior to 1995. 

(3) Lund Use 

(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planni11g agencies 
and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by suclt agencies, 
state whetller the proposed action if consistent with existing lfmtl use plilns. 
Describe any inconsist.encies. 

The proposed action is consistent with existing lan<l use plans. D)lSf contacted 

the City of Seattle - Department of Planning and Development and King County 

- Department of Pem1irting and Environmental Review. King County refened us 

to the City of Seattle's Dcpar1mcnt of Planning and Development. The City of 

Seattle replied, ;.This proposal <loes not appear to be inconsistent with the City's 

land use plans." Copies of the letters are attached ClS Exhibit .B. 

(ii) Based on consultation wil.h t/1e U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state tile 
effect of the proposed action on a11y prime agricu/.tu.re land. 

DNSF does not believe that the proposed abandonment will have an adverse effect 

on prime agriculture land. BNSF sent a letter to the Vlashington NRCS State 

Office. As of the date of this Environmental Report, the agency has not repli~d lo 

B>J SF' s inquiry. A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit C. 

(iii) If any action «:lfects lt1ml or water uses within a desig11ated coastal zone, 
include the coastal. Zone illformaJion req11ired by§ 1105.9. 

BNSF does not believe the proposed abandonment is located within a designated 
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coastal woe. IlNSF sent a letter to the State of Washington, Department of 

Ecology, Northwest Regional Oilke. As of the date of this En-vironmt:nlal 

Report, I.he agency has not replied to BNSF's inquiry. A copy of the letter is 

attached as Exhibit n. 

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state wlrether or 110t the right
of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 mid 
exp/{l.i11 wliy. 

The proposed abandonment may be suitable for alternative public use. BNSF 

contacted the City of Seattle - Department of Planning and Ocvelopmenl and 

King Count}' - Department of Permitting and Environmental Review. 

(4) Energy 

(i) Describe the effect of !lie proposed action on transportatiotz of ener~ 
resources. 

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transpo1iation of energy 

resources. 

(ii) Describe tlte effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities. 

The proposed abandonment will not adversely affect the movement or recovery of 

recyclable commodities. 

(iii) State whetlier tlze proposed action will result in an increase or decrease 
in overall energy efficiency and e.x,plai11 wlzy. 

The proposed action ·will not result in an increase or decrea$e in overall energy 

efficiency as there has been no traffic on the line since prior to 1995. 

(ii~ 1/ the propo~·1.!tl action will ca11.~e diversions from rail to motor carriage 
of more tlla1t: 
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a 

(A) 1,000 rail cur/Qut/s a year, or 

(B) 11n average of 50 rail carlnads per mile per year for ally part of 
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy 
cnn.fumptum and show the 1/ata aml methodology used to arrive at tile 
figure given. 

The proposed abandonment ·will not result in a diversion of mil to motor carriage. 

(5) Air 

(i) lfthe propo.fed action will resull in either: 

(A) an i11crease in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gro:,·!}· 
ton miles antr.uctllJ~ or tm increase of at least eight traim; a day on aft.y 

segme11t of tlie line affected by !lie proposal, or 

(BJ a11 increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by 
carload activity), or 

(C) an average increus·e in truck tni/fic of more titan 10 percent of the 
<1verage dai(y traffic nr 50 11ehicles a day on any t1;l/ecletl roatl segme11t, 
quantify the anticip11tetl effect on llir emissions. 

The proposed action ·1,,vill not result in meeting or exceeding the specified 

thresholds for increa5ed rail or truck traffic as outlined in (i) (A), (B) or (C) 

above. 

(ii) If tlte proposed action affects a class 1 or 1w1U1ttainment area 1111der tlte 
Clean Air A ct, and will re!l·u/t in either: 

(A) an increase in rail traffic of ill least 50 perce11t (measured in 
gross ton miles annually) or all increase of at le ast Uuee trains a tlay on 
any segment of rail lilie, 

(.8) an increase in rail yllrtl activity of at least 20 percent (mea.mred 
by carload activity), or 

(C) "" average increase in truck traffic of more titan 10 percent of 
tlze average daily tra:/fic or 50 vehicles a day 011 a given road segment, 
then state whether atiy expected increased emissions are within the 
parameters establisJ1etl by State Implemetttation Plan. However, for a 
rail construction under 49 U.S.C § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505) or a 
case involving tlte reinstitution of .~ervice over a previously abandoned 
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li11e, only tlte three train a day threshold in this item shall app(y. 

The proposed action will not result in meeting or ~xceeding the specified 

tlu·esholds in (ii) (A), (B) or (C) above. 

(iii) If the transportation of ozone depleting materials (rncli a.~ n.itrogeu 
oxide anti Freon) is contemplated, ide11tify: tlie molerials and quantity; the 
frequency of service; safety practices (illcludillg any speed restrictions); the 
applicant~fi .tafety record (to the extent avaiu1ble) on derailments, accidents and 
spills; contingency pla11s to deal with accidental spills; aud th!! likelihood of an 
t1ccidental reletlse of owne depleting materials in tire event of a collision or 
derailment. 

The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone depleting 

materials. 

(6) Noise If any of tile thre.fihofds identified in item (5) (i) of this section are 
.mrpassed, .st.ate whetlier tlie propo:,·e,/ uction will cause: 

(i) an i1icremental increase in noise levels of three tlecibels Ldn or more; or 

(ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Lfln or greuter. If ~w, identify 
sensitive receptors (e.g. scltools, libraries, flo.~pital~. residences, retiremellt 
comm1mities and 11ursing homes) in the project area and quantify the noise 
increase/or these receptors if the thresholds are surpassetl 

Not applicable. 

(7) Safety 

(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on p11blic liealth and safety 
(in.eluding vehicle delay time tlt rtlilroad crossings). 

Th1s ahandonment should have no a<.lverse effect on health or public safety. 

There ru·e no private at-grade crossings and three (3) public at-grade crossings on 

the Line. 

(ii) If lzazardous materials are expectetl to be tra11sported, identify: tile 
nmterit1/s amf quantity; tile freq11ency of service; whether chemicals are befog 
transported that, !f mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; 
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safety practices (including any speed restri.ctionsj; the applicant's safety record 
(to tile e>.,te1lt available) on derailments, accide11ts and liazt1rdow" spills,· tile 
contingency plan.'> to deal with accidental spills, tmd the likeliliood of an 
accidental release ofhazc1rdous materials. 

The abandomncnt will not resulL in lhe transportation of hazardous mate1ials. 

(iii) If there are any known hazardous waste sites 01· sites where there have 
been known ltazardou.~ material .f>pill'I 01t the right-of-way, identify the loc"tion 
of those sites and the types o.f luizunlou~· materials involved. 

There are no known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known 

hazardous material spills on the right-of-way. 

(8) Biological Resources 

(i) Based on co1tsultation with the U.S. Fish tmd Wildlife Servicet state 
wl1etlter tl1e proposed acti01i is likely to adversely affect endangered or 
threatened species or areas desig11llted as 11 critical l1abitat, anti if sot describe 
tlte effects. 

BNSF does not believe that the proposed abandonment will have an adverse effect 

on endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat. 

BNSF contacted the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services Fiel<l 

Office e'USFWS"), in reference to this proposed abandonment. 

Shirley Burgdorf, ¥.i.th USFWS, replied in an e-mail dated August 28, 2014, 

explaining the process for obtaining an oflkial species list for a proposed project. 

BNSF generated and reviewed the list of Endangered Species Act Species f ,ist for 

the project area and determined that the abandonment project ~ill have "no 

effocf' on listed species, their habitats, or proposed or designated critical habitat 

as the project area is located in the dty streets and salvage activities will be 
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restricted to the railroad righl-uf-way. A copy of 1',1s. Ilurgdorfs e-mail 1S 

attached as Exhibit E. 

(ii) State whether wildlife sa11ctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or 
forests wiU be affected, am/ describe a11y effects. 

BNSF does not believe that any \.\-1.ldlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State 

parks or forests ·"'rill be adversdy alfocted by the proposed abandonment. BNSF 

contacted the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau uf Land Management 

("BLM") and the National Park Service, Pacific West Region. 

J.A. Vacca, with I3LM, replied in an e-mail dated August 28, 2014, stating, "I did 

a quick check of our CHS layers in comparison with the map provided, and l was 

unable to locate any BLM-administered lands within your project area." As of the 

date of this Environmental Report, the National Park Service has not rcpli~tl tu 

RNSF's inquiry. Copies of the e-mail and letter arc attached as Exhibit F. 

(9) Water 

(i) Bt1!J·ed on consultation witlt State water quality offlciu.lr, state whether 
the propo.(ted action is consistent with applicttble Fetlerul, State or local water 
quality sta11dards. Describe atry illCOfl.(tistencie.5. 

BNS.F sent a letter to the Slale of Washington, Department of Ecology, Northwest 

Regional Office. As uf lhe date of this Environmental Report, the agency has not 

replied to BNSF's inquiry. A copy of the letter is attached a<; Exhibit D. 

BNSF also contacted the U.S. EPA Region 10 regarding the proposed 

abandonment. As of the date of this Environmenlal Report, the agency has not 

replied to BNSF's inquiry. A copy ur I.be letter is attached as Exhibit G. 
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(ii) Based on constdf{lfio11 with the U.S. Army Corp!,. of Engineer1t·, state 
whether permits u11der Section 404 of the Cleau Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) 
are required for tire propo.lited action attd whether any desig11ated wetland~ or 
100-year flood plltins will be t~[fected. Describe the e..{fects. 

BNSF is confident that no designated wetlands or I 00-ycar flood plains will be 

adversely affected by the proposed abandonment. BNSF contacted the U.S. Anny 

Engineer District, Seattle in reference to the proposed abandonment. As of the 

date of this Environmental Report, the agency has not replied to BNSF's inquiry. 

A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit H. 

(iii) State wltetlrer permits under Section 402 of tlte Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.t. § 1342) are required/or the proposed action. (Applicants sltould contact 
the U.S. Environme11tt1/ Protection Agency or the state environmental 
protection or equivalent agency if tltey are misure whether such permit.f are 
required). 

BNSF sent a letter to the State of Washington, Depa1tment of Ecology, Northwest 

Regional Of1iec. As of the date of this EnviromncntaJ Report, the agency hns not 

replied to BNSF'~ inquiry. A l:opy of the letter is attached as Exhibit D. 

BNSF also contacted the U.S. EPA Region 10 regarding the proposed 

abandonment. As of the date of this Environm.ental Report, the agency has not 

replied to BNSF's inquiry. A copy of the Jetter is attached as Exhibit G. 

(I 0) Propo.f;ed .Mitif!.atimi. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate 
t1tlverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation i.s appropriate. 

BNSF does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed 

abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mjtigating actions. RNSF 'Will, of 

course, consult (as required) with any recipients of this Environmental Repo1t regarding 
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appropriate mitigation actions and will comply with those mitigation actions requir~d by 

the Board. 
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HISTORIC lU:PORT 

(49 C.F.R -. § 1105.8) 

(1) Proposed Action and Altematives. Describe the proposed action, illcluding 
cormnodities transported, the planned disposiJion (if any) of a11y rail line and other 
structures tlzat may be involved, and oily possible changes ifl current operations or 
maintenance pnictice~·. Also describe any reasonable alternative.fi to the proposed 
action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly tlelineating the project. 

BI\SF Railway Company (''BNSF") proposes to abandon 1, I 00 li near feet of ra11 line 

located bctwr.:en Milepost 4.53 and Engineering Station 258+07 (end of line) in Seattle, 

King County, Washington (the "Line"). /\ map of the project aTea is attached as Exbibit 

A. 

BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project is as folluw:s: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties. The railroad 

right-of-way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

TI1e salvage process begins with the unbolting of lhe track materials or rails. With the 

use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right-of-way, the rails and related 

steel (angle bars, tic plates, spikes, switches and any other metal parts) are removed. 

Next the wooden tics arc raise<l from the ballast 'llvith a tool designed for minimum 

disrnption uf ground material. The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1) 

good qualily Lies thal will be. re-used in rail service, (2) lru1dscape-quaJity ties that will be 

sold to lumber dealers for landscaping and (1) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into rail 

cars and shipped hy BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 



The culverts, ballast and right-of-way ·will remain intact so as not to alter the prevailing 

waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are requirn<l to limil 

their activities lo the width of the right-of-way and not to place fills or other material :ll1 
' 

water bodies, including inland waterways. When the salvage process is complete, 

watcrflows in the area should not be disrupted. 

Finally, road crossings are removed and rernediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt or 

concrete, as required by governing authority. Anv signals are also dts11"1antled and . .... 

removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always pcrfom1ed by experienced rail material 

salvagers and is generaDy bid on the open market. Each salvage contract includes 

detailed information on any environmental or historical conditions recommen<led by the 

Office of Envirornncntai Analysis ("OEA") and imposed by the Surface Transportation 

Brnu·d ("STB") in the final decision. Completed work is independently inspected by a 

BNSF road.master (or equal representative) to ensure compliance with BI\SF standards of 

quality and all contractual obligations, including STR-irnposed conditions, if applicable. 

The Line has had no traffic since prior to 1995. The Line is slub-en<le<l and, therefore, 

not capable of handling overhead traffic. Because of Lhe lack of traffic on the Line, only 

very limited maintenance has been performed on the Line for some time. Therefore, the 

proposed abandonment will have no impacl on rail freight operations and maintenance 

practices on the Line. 

The only alternative to abandonment would be to nol abandon the Line and forego the 

opportunity costs from salvaging the Line. 



IDSTORIC R.1£PORT 

I. A U.S.G.S. topograpltic map (or an alternate map draw11 to scale a11d sufficie1ztly 
detailed to sltow buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action) 
showing tlte location of tile proposed actiou:1 a11d the locations and ltpproximate 
dimensions of milroatl structures that are 50 year.( old or older and are part of the 
proposed action. 

The required topographic map is attached to this Report a<; Rxhihit A. 

2. A written tlescription of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to tlie extent 
known), and the topography anti urban mul/or rum/ cluiracteristics of the surrounding 
t1rea 

The subject Line t:xtends approximately l, 100 linear feet between Milepost 4.53 and 

Engineering Station 258 t 07 (end of line) in Seattle, King County, Washington. The urban right-

of-way is generally 100 feet wide. There are no federally granted rights of way involved . 

.1. Good quality photographs (a.ctu{I/ photogmphic prints, 1wt pllotocopies) of railroad 
structures 011 the property tllat are SO years old or older and of the immediately 
surroundin1: area. 

None. 

4. Tile date(s) of cOn:!>·tructiotr of the structure(s), and tlze date(f) and extent of any major 
alterations, to the exlent such informatimi is known. 

None. 

5. A brief narrative lzirtory of carrier operations in the llrea, anti tcn expltcnation of 
what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the propn.(ed action. 

The Seattle, Lake Shore and Eastern Railway Company acquired the right of way in 

1887. The Seattle, Lake Shore and Eastern Railway Company was a predecessor to the 

Northern Pacific Railway Company ("NP"). The NP merged in 1970 'With the Great 

Northern Rail way Company and the Chicago Durlington and Quincy RaHroad Company to 

become:: the Burlington l\orthem Rai lroad. Company ("BN"). BN merged with The 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company in 1996 to become The Burlington 



No1them and Santa fe Railway Company, 'Wtiich name was changed to BNS.F Railway 

Company in 2005. 

6. A brief summary of documents i.n the carrier's possession, melt as engilzeering 
drawings_, that might be useful in documenting a structure that i~'found to he historic. 

Documents in BNSF's possession concerning this abandonment ma)' include alignment 

maps showing the right-of-way and/or station maps. These documents are loo large for practical 

reproduction in this report, but can be furnished upon request, if they are available. 

7. An opinion (based an readily available information ill tlte railroad~~ po.~sessi011) as to 
whether the site and/or struc.tures meet the crueria for listing on the National Register 
of Hi!>·toric Place!>· (36 CFR 60.4), and whetlter there i~ a likelihood of archeologic.al 
resources or any other previously unknown historic properties itr the project area, anti 
the basil· for these opi11ions (including any co11sultation.f with the State Hi~toric 
Pre.~ervation Office, local historical societies or universitie!)). 

BKSf contacted the Washington State Department of Archaeology & Historic 

Preservation ("SHPO") in reference to the proposed abandomncnt. By letkr dated 1v1arch 24, 

2015, Matthew Stemer, M.A., Transportation Archaeologist, slated, "nu historic properties 

affected for the proposed abandonment." A copy of lhe letter is attached as Exhibit I. 

8. A description (hllsed 011 readily available it~formation i11 the railrotUl's possession) of 
any known prior subsurfiu:e ground disturbance or fill, euvironmental conditions 
(1taturally occurring or mtmmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of 
resources (such as swampy conditions or tlie pre.<tence of toxic wastes), and the 
surrou11ding terrain. 

The Line was dislurbed during original construction by cuts and fill and any 

archaeological resources that may have been located jn the proposed project area would 

have been affected at that time. Our records do not indicate any environmc::ntal conditions 

that might affect the archaeological recovery of resources. 



.9. Within 30 tltly~· of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservatio11 Officer 
may request the following additional ilrjornration regtirding specific 1ion railroad 
owned propertie.tt or ~roups of properfi.es immediately adjace11.t to the railroud right-of
way: photographs of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad 
right-of-way (or other public riglzts-of-way adjace11t to tlie property) and a writtell 
description of any previous~y discovered llrclteological sites, identifying tile locatio11. 
and type of tlie site (i.e. prelti"toric or native American). 

If any additional infonnation is requested, BNSF will promptly supply the necessary 

information. 
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EXHIBITB 



September 8, 2014 

John Sims 

City of Seattle 
Edward B. Murray, Mayor 

Seattle Department of Planning and Development 
Diane M. Sugimura. Dircdor 

BNSF Railway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Drive AOB -3 
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828 

Dear Mr. Sims: 

Thank you for informing us of the pending abandonment of the BNSF rail line near the Ship 
Canal in Seattle. This proposal does not appear to be inconsistent with the City's land use 
plans. 

Please contact me at 206-684-0343 if you have further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Nathan T orgelsen 
Deputy Director 

•'-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-r..:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

City of Scallk. Dcp:Jrtmcm of Planning and Dcvdopmt:nl 
700 FillJt Avenue. Suite 2000 

P.O. Box 34019. Sc:ittle. WA 9&12,1-4019 
An ~qu:il cmploymenl oppo1luuil~. 11ffi1mntivc oclitm employer. Accommodalions for people ,-.ith disalli l iti~s pro·~ided 11po11 rcqu<:~l 



Sims, John A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Mr. Sims: 

Sandin, Randy <Randy.Sandin@kingcounty.gov> 

Monday, August 2S, 2014 6:01 PM 
Sims, John A 
STB Docket Noi. AB 6 (Sub-No. 490X) 

Your letter requesting a determination whether the proposed abandonment of 0.6 miles of rai lroad in South Seattle 
Canal was forwarded to me for a response. This rail line is located within the corporate l imits of the City of Seattle and 
would therefore be subjec.;t to Seatlfe's cornprehensive planning policies and adopted land use regulations. You should 
direct your inquiry to the City of Seattle's Department of Planning and Development, 700 51~ Avenue, Suite 2000, Seattle, 

WA 98104. 

Thanks. 

Randy Sandin, Product Linc Manager - Resou rce 
King County 
Department of Permitting and Environmental Review 
35030 S.E. Douglas Stre1~t Suite 210 
Snoqualmie, WA 98065 
Phone: (7.06) 477-0378 

*"' Important Message*" 
More Customer Service Hours 
Begin Feb. 3n1, 2014 
7 :30- 11:30 & 1 :00-3 :00 Mou/Tue/Thur/Fri 
CLOSED WEDNE:~OAV 
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RA/LWAY 

August 21, 2014 

Ms. Raylene Rides-at-the-Door 
Washington NRCS State Office 
316 W. Boone Ave., Suite 450 
Spokane, WA 99201-23~8 

John A. Sims, Cl' 
P;i:-~l~'!fiJI 

Law OtJ;>a.7mcm 

BNSF Railw:iy Company 
~!JOO Lou Menk Onve - AOB-3 
Fort Wo1lh, Texas 7o 13 ;-2828 

t~f 817-3/;2-2376 
<ax n17·3~2·2JS7 

Cm."lll john.slms@t:is'.com 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 490X); BNSF Railway Company
Abandonment Exemption - in J<ing County, W01shington 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in about 60 days a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above
referenced docket to abandon 0.60 miles of rail line in King County, Wrlshington, 
between Milepost 4.53 and Engineering Station 258+07 in South Seattle Canal. 

As part of t11e requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know whether or not the 
proposed abandonment will have any effect on prime agricultura l lancls. Your 
assessment and comments are respectfully requested. 

information on BNSF's salvage precess as it relcites to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties; 
however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

Tile salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. 
With tile use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the 
rails and related steel (angle bars. tie plates, spikes, switches and any other 
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast with ~ tnol designed for minimum disrl.1ption of ground materiaL The ties 
are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quar:ty ties that will be re
used in rail service, (~)landscape-quality ties that will bP. re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap tie~ are loaded into f'ailcars and 
shipped by BNSr to an EPA-arrmverl disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right nf way will remain intact so as rot to alter the 
prevailing wate1ilows along the line. In ~dclitinn , BNSF salvage con:ractors are 
required to limit their activities to tl1e width of the right of 1/Jay and not to place 
fills or other 111ettel'ial i11 water bodies, including inla1:J 1.valc1wc;.ys. VVlaen li1e 
~;::ilv2ge proce~~ ic; Cflrnrlete, 1111C1terflnws in thA ::>rP.n shotilcf not b@ (jj~ ruptP.d 
Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, 
asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. /\ny signals are also 
dismantled and removed. 



BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail 
material salvagers and is gP.nerally bid on the open market. Each salvage 
contract includes detailed information on any environmental or historical 
conditions recommended by the Office of Environmental Analysis and imposed 
by the Surface Transportation Board in tlleir f inal decision. Completed work is 
independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative} to 
ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual 
obligations, including STB-irnposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all 
possible, by October 21 , 201-4. You may contact me by email or telephone with any 
questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribL1tion. 

Sincerely. 

9~~~/ 
John A Sims, CP 
Paralegal 

EnclosLire as stated 

cc via email: Courtney Estes - BNSF - cou1nev.estes(@. bnsf.com 
Suzanne Wellen - BNSF - suzanne.wellen@bnsf.com 
Karl Murell - Ball Janil< LLP - }<morell@billp.com 
Marl< Norton - BNSF - rr ar~. norton@bnsf.corrr 
BriC:1n Blevins - BNSF · brian.iJlevin8@b·1sfcom 



EXHIBITD 



RA/.t.WAY 

August 20, 2014 

Josh Baldi, Director 
Department of Ecology 
Northwest Regional Office 
State of Washington 
3190-1601h Ave. SE 
Bellevue, WA 98008-5452 

.John A. Sllns, CP 
Paralegal 
Law Oapartmei1t 

BNSF RaJlway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOB·3 
Fon Wortti. Texas 76131-2828 

tel 817 -352-2376 
rax 817 -352-2397 

Email - john.sims@bnsf.com 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 490X); BNSF Railway Company
Abandonment Exemption - In King County, Illinois 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in about 60 days a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above
referenced docket to abandon 0.60 miles of rail line in King County, Washington, 
between Milepost 4.53 and Engineering Station 258+07 in South Seattle Canal. 

As part of the environmental report, BNSF is required to contact your agency to 
determine if the proposed abandonment: 

- 1. will affect land or water uses within a designated coastal zone; 
2. is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards {with 

a description of any inconsistencies identified}; and 
3. will require permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.§ 1342). 

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the subject railroad line. Following is 
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties; 
however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. 
With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the 
rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other 
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties 
are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re
used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and 
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to alter the 
prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are 
required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way and not to p lace 



fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways. When the 
salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted. 
Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, 
asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also 
dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail 
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage 
contract includes detailed information on any environmental or historical 
conditions recommended by the Office of Environmental Analysis and imposed 
by the Surface Transportation Board in their final decision. Completed work is 
independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to 
ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual 
obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all 
possible, by October 20, 2014. You may contact me by email or telephone with any 
questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

John A Sims, CP 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Courtney Estes - BNSF - courtney.estes@bnsf. com 
Suzanne Wellen - BNSF - suzanne.wellen@bnsf.com 
Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP- kmorell@bjllp.com 
Mark Norton - BNSF - mark.norton@bnsf.com 
Brian Blevins - BNSF - brian.blevins@bnsf.com 



EXHIBITE 



Sims, John A 

From: 
Sent: 

Burgdorf. Shirley <shirley_burgdorf@fws.gov> 
Thursday. August 28. 2014 1:34 PM 

To: Sims. John A 
Subject: Abandonn1ent exemption in King County, Washington 

John, 

The process for obtaining an offic lal.spccies list for a proposed project is to go 10 lhe Information, Plannli1g. ;md 
Conservation System (IPaC) website (lntps://ecos.l\'.ts.g_Q.YfiRacl). Jr this is your first time 10 use IPaC. I suggest 
going to our office wcb:>itc (http://www.fws.~ovf\\; .afwo/spec.:ics new.html ) and looking at the 'V ie'v clclai lcd 
inslruclions for navigating IPi.1C'.. Once you have identified the project location and sc lcctcc! the project type, 
you will arrive al lhe Trust Resources Page. Scroll down and select the 'Request an official species list' 
button. An t!mail will be sem \Vith an official species lis1 for any fcctcral ly listed species ancl design~1ted critical 
habilal in the counly of your project. 

Please contact me if you have questions. 
Shirley 

Sh irle y Burgdorf 
Fi~h & Wildl i fe Biologist 
U.S. Fi~h & Wiltllifo Service 
5 10 Desmond Dr. SE, Suite 102 
Lacey. WA 98503 
360/534-9340 



Un ited States Department of the Interior 

FISI I AND WILDLl rE SERVIC E 
Wa!>hington Fish and\\ ildli lc Oflicc 

5 IO DESt\ 10:-\ I> l)R I\' I' SI'. ~ll 1 f'E IO~ 

LACFY. \\',\ 98503 
Pl 101'\E: (360)7:'3·9·1-10 F.\ '-:: 1360)753-9.JO) 

I 'RI : \\\\\\.1'11:-.g11\ 1\\:tf\,o.1 

Consultation Track ing 1'umbcr: 0 I EWFW00-20 I4-SLl-070 1 

Projen Name: South Sca11lc Cnnal. W/\ rail line abandonmen1 

Augus t 2$, '.W 14 

Subject: List or threatened anu cm.la11gcn:d specie' th:tt may oc.;c.;ur in your prtipn,cd project 
location. :ind/or may bl' a.lkcll'd by ) our propos-.'t!d project 

To Whom It May C onccrn: 

The enclosed species list identifies tlm:at..:ncd. c 11d;111g~red. and proposl.'d speck s. dcsign:-tted 
and proposed critical habita t. and camlidatc spccics that may occur within the bounc.fory oryour 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. Thi.' spec it•s I isl fulfi I ls the 
requirements nflhc l J.S. Fish and Wildli fe Service (Scn·icc) und('r section 7(c) of the 
E1:da11grn:cl Sp1xic~ A('l (Act) o f 1973. as am~ndc!d ( 16 U.S.C. 153 1 ct seq.). 

New i11fornia t io11 h:1~cd111 1 updated surveys. changes in the abundance and dis1rihution of 
spec i...:s. changed habi1a1 conditions. or other factors could change this list. The species list is 
currently compikd nl 1hc county level. Addi1ionnl information is avui lable from the \.Vashi11g1011 
Depanmcnl of rish and Wild lifo. Priority I labiwts and Species website: 
b.llp: ll \H!t\1 . \1H.J:'J1 l:Lnmppi_11g!pl1:./ or at our oflicc website:: 
IJ1I J1: //11 W\\' . r\\';'i .~O\ / \\ ;1 t\1 n'SPl'd~s 11~\\. him I. l'l l!~ISC note that under 50 c FR 402. 12( e) of the 
regulations implcrncming section 7 ol"thc Act. the accuracy of this specie!-. l i:-1 sl1n11ld be 
verified after 90 days. This verificati on can lie cornpk:t..:d formally or i11 for111a lly as desired. The 
Service recommends that verification be cur11ph.:tctl b) visiting the ECOS-IPnC website a t 
regular inti!rvals during project pla1111ing mKI i111plcrnentation for updates to species lists and 
information. An upt.la ted list 111uy be requested through th~ ECOS-lf'a( system by completing 
the same proces:, used to receive the 1.:11t.:lo~ ·d li-;t. 

I he purpose or the 1\cl is 10 provi<k (I means I\ hcrcby 1hrca1ened and t:ndangl•red >pecics and 
1he ecosystems upon wh ich the) depend may be conserved. Under sections 7('1)( 1) and 7\a)t2j 
ot'the tkt anJ it:-. i111plc1111.:111ing regulations (50 CfR ,102 et seq.). Federal agencies arc required 
to utili ze Llrt:ir authorit ies to carry out progra111 :; for the conservation or threml.!ncd n11d 
endangcrcd species and to determine whether projects may af'fect threatened and cn<..lau~crcd 
spccies and/or dcsignmed critical habitat. 



A Biological Assessment is required lc1r construction prujccls (or other undertakings having 
sim ilar physical impacts) that ilre major Federal aetions significa ntly affecting the qua1ity of the 
human environ111e111 as defined in the National Euviro11mental Policy Act ( 42 U.S.C. 43 31(1 ) 
(c)). For pr~j~cts other than major construction activitie<>. the Ser\'ice suggests that a biologica l 
evaluation similar to a B iological Assessment be prepared co determine whether or not t'.1e 
prqjcrt may affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed cri t ical habital. 
Recommended contents or a Biological Assessment are de:;cribed m 50 CFR 402.12. 

If a f-cdera l agency determines. based on the Biological Assessment or biolog ical cva!umion, 
that fotcd spixics and/or designated cri tic:il hahital may be a ffected l)y the proposed project, the 
agency is n.:quirlo!d to consul! witlt lhc Service pursuant lo 50 \FR 402. [n add ition. th..: Service 
recommends that candidate spec ies. proposed species. and proposed critical lrnbital be addressed 
within the consul tation. More information on the regulations and procct.lun::.:> fr1 r :>..:ct ion 7 
consultation. including the role or permi t or license appl icants. can be fou nd in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at: 
hJJl):/h 11". l°w '>.t't) \ ls.:-ndnngt.: rt..'ch::s;! -lihr.10 !p.tlJiT O< -C l .OS. PDF 

Ple.ase be aware thnt bald and golden eagles are prot<;!Clcd under the 13a ld and Gokkn Eagle 
Protection Act ( 16 U.S.C. 668 ct seq.). You mny vis il our ''·cbsitc at 
hnp : /t\~"~". I\\ " ·l!!.!.~lpnl· ifk lt:-;i.<l;-£!(•r i 11for111atio11 011 distmbanee or 1nh:e o f the species and 
infonna1ion on how w get 3 permit and whnt curr('nt guidel ines and regulations are. Some 
prnj ..:cts affcc1 ing these species may require develop111.:-nt o f an eagle conservm ion plr1n: ( 
llil1r /i\\ \\ \\' . l \~ .. ~ .. tov!\\ in <knert~~!gk gu i<l ;)n<;~', !Jj mJ ). Add it ionc11 ly. wind energy proj ects 
should ft1llow the w ind energy guitlclincs (bH12~Ufil\'. .. l.L i\\'s.:.:1.1\ ,..,, i ml~fil~)'.{) for minim izing 
imp<icls to migratory birds and bats. 

Also b~ aware that all matine mammals are protec1ed under the iVl[lr ine Mammal Protection r\ct 
(MMPA). The MMPA prohibits .. with certain exceptions. the "take" of marine mammals in U.S. 
waters m1d by U.S. citizens on the high seas. The importmion of m;.uin~ mammais and nrn rine 
mammal products into the U.S. is also prohibited. More information can be found on the 
.\1 ~ .. 1 PA websit.c: 1mp:1I\\ \\ \.Llllll f-> .. npmi. !.!11v/p r/! ;i11 ~ ,.innwsi· 

We appreciaie your concern for thre;.ilened and enclnngcrcd species. The Service cnwurages 
Federal agencies to include conservation ofthri.::ntem::u and cndangcri.::d spec ies into their proii.::ct 
planning LO Jim her the purposes or the Act. Pkast.: im:ludi.: the Consultation T rack ing '\!tunba in 
the header of this lener with any request for consu ltalion or correspondence about yocir pr~jcc t 
that you submit to our office. 

Related website: 
National Mari11c Fisheries Scr vic.:i.::: 
ht tp:/f\I ,., ".fl\\ r.nPaa .g.Q...UJlffii.!.:.i.:l~ tf ~~ llt:(i!-'.:i£·:p.;-c i l"S lisi1sp-.<1.:i i.:s I i'~Wll 

A ttachmcnt 
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11itc . 1a1.:s . .:panm.:111 ,, 11i.: r111r 

~~ ·~. H~h mid WildliH: !"c:n·icc 

-.:;,'/Jl:J.j? l'ro_i..:ct nam..:; Soulh Scallh: Canal. \\',\ l"iii l li11c ;1 ha11Jv 11:11c111 

Offich\I Species Ljst 

Pro' ide<l br: 

\\'a~hing.1011 F1:.h and Wildlife Oflicc 

510 lkSMONLJ IJRIVI: SI~. SUIT[ 102 

l.ACl ~Y. WA 9:\503 

(360) 753-9440 

'.·up . \\ 11 \I J\1 .... gov wal 1111 

C onsultation Trncking Numbe1·: 0 IEWFW00-201 -1 -SLI-OiO I 
Project Type: Land - Easement I Right-01: \.V<1y 

Project Desc ription : snlvage ofl3NSF rail line \\ith in the ci ty street ol's\!:llllc. salvage will be done 

wi thin rai lroad right-of-wa) 

Imp .. 1'\'11~. f\h ;!I•\ 1j':I\'. OX:2ll<WI I 0 1:'.?2 l'\ I 



" ,:,: · ~'·~=-•IQ'.-"""l lJni1-:d S1a1.:s lkp;1nni.:11 t of lllt.: rio r 

·· '· ~~ Fish and \Vildlif.: Sen ice 
~- ~·:"' , · ~~.. Pro.k·ct 11;11nc: So111h Sc:all k C;11iul. \V;\ mil lim; ahmawmm:ll'. 

Project C-0untics: King, WA 

h11r2; ' <.:l'•>~·~":' ,; . ~tl \ 1p:1c. OlV2l</2(J I <l 0 I :22 Pf\I 
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U1111\:d Sra1cs Ucp.1 rH1h·n1 nfl nh:riur 
Fish anJ \\"ildl i l~ S .. ·n ice 

l'rojccl name: Soulh Scali le C:111al. \\ ,\ rail line :it>;111dunmcnl 

Endangered Species Act Species List 

I here arc a total or 10 thrcatcnc<l. cnJung..:rcd. or ci1ntlid.11c :;p~-c.:i1:~ 011 ~our >p..:cic" lb• .. :-.pccics un this I sl slwuld be 

consitlcrcd in an c1)i.:c1s am1ly:-b for ~ our '"'*:cl anJ could ind11lk ~peck~ tl1a1 c:\ is1 '11 :11 m1hcr gco~r:!phi ;: ar::a. hi: 

c:-;1111pk. c .. · 1·1u i11li~.h111ay appcm 011 the specie,; I i~! hi.:cnl!sc a l'H>.kcl <." l•llld :1flh 1 d011\11~1rc,1111 ->pt!<" it·~. C'ri1ical h~llilals 

li ~tcd under the 11;1~ Critic;1l llabirnr ..:t)lumn ma1 or may 1101 lie wi1hin ~ uur pt<1.icct ::irca. S.::..: 1l1c Critical irnlJ ilals 

11ithi11 your project :1rca section fonh .. ·r h:ll•11 1"01 criti rnl h;illital 1l111l lic' 11 i1l1 in ~ our pn1.iccl. l'k:<L'-(; c11n1;11:t !Ill: 

d'-'$igtl:Hcd l'\\'S ofli cc il"~ou have: qu .. ·stinn,:. 

Ainphibi:ms S1:1 tu~ ll .1~ C'ritical llahilat Condilion(s) 

Or.:con ~po11c,I frvg ( Rt111t11;reti6.<aJ l'mpo'-!.t l'rOfl<>M:.J 

1 Thn:uu:n.:,I 

-1 
!fat.ls I 

t\ lnrhkJ 11111rrclc1 (/irm:l~1·m111pf11i,, l·11m:a1cn..:J Fi11:1I <.k~ ip1a11.:d I 
111111·111111·11/ 11.V) I l'<•pulam•n t'/\. nR. \\",\ 
-

I l'lm:~11c 11..:(~ 
-

N1111 hcni Spollcd 1m I rSm.r Fi11al dc;.ig.na1ccl 

ot.·1.:id, • 1urrlis ct1 i1ri11H) I 
I 

!'1111111:11><)11 [ nt 11c I 
Ycll(•w·Bill..:d Cuckoo (Coc(1·:11s l'roposcd l'rnros..:d 

(l rllc1rit.·u!IUS) Thrc<1tc111.:.J 

Popub111•11 \\/~;tern U ~ IWS 

Conifers and Cycads 

\\'hi1~·harJ, pine r /'/1111.1· albrc1111/r:v1 Canditl:u.: 

Fishes 

I lull I rout ''ia!i-eli1111s t 0111lu1•11111s1 I nrcalcncd Fiml lk-sig.nah:d 

Pofl\lf~t•>n II~-'' t.:u:th.:nnmmn. tu .. '\Cf .J8 

\l:J h." 

3 



--. 
·' .. J 

United Slates Dcpann11.:n1 urln1.:rior 
1:ish and Wildlt l'c Service .•.. ~_...::-_;::_~.,~·, 

. _....,, . 
'· . l'mjccL r :1mc: South Scali J.: ('~111:11. WI\ ra il tin.: :1b:mdo:1inem 

Flowering Plllnls 

( inltkn Paintbrush (Cas1ilf1'.ia 

M:rn1mals 

Cr1n<1da L_\ II'> ( l .y11x <'t11tad1>11.<i~) 

l'op1da1ioi1 1Co111t01l\l11J. !l.S. Dl'S1 

l'1•p11laln>n \l :- ,\ All of A l. ,\I\ , CA, LU, 

M0. 1'1S, NC. N I:., NH, NJ, NV. NY. OK, I'<\ , 

RI. ~c T1". V ..\ , VT :iruJ WV. thos~ port1<•m ,,, 

A/., N~'~ , uml IX not rncludcd m :m 

II.. NI}, IHI. UK, SD I I. a ;·1J IV.\ i\k\lrn 

Thrrntcn.:11 

T hn.:alcm:d 

Endnngcr.:d 

Gri7.zly bear t l :r.ws arctns horribilis) Tlm:ah:n.:d 

Fi1\al ck~ ign:ih:d . 

l'ropos..:d 

__ I 

Imp: ·e1·11 .;. 111 :-. .~ti\ ipai:. OS/28/20 I ·I 0 I :22 P~·l 

4 



.. ' l',..,..,'f.! ..... l nitcd S1a1.:s Di:parlmcnt of l 1llcrior 
Fbh and \\' ildlifr Sen kc · ---~· ~ 

· ~j; l'rojcc1 r.am.:: S..iuth S.:a!lk l'an,rl. \\ ,\ n11l l111c ah;r•1Ju111m:n1 

Critical habitats that lie within your project area 

Birds Crilicnl llahitlll Ty1)C . 
Mari:lkd 111um:k1 rlkc1c!iyra111p/111s rin:i l ch·.; i['ll<ll•'tl 

"''""""''''"·'} 
l'n11u!Jl111n CA.<m, \\'1\ 

~\\111 licrn Spl>llcd owl (S11·ix occick111<!lis l'inal J.:~ig11a1~J 

(' l//(i'/1111) 

l ''-'J"ulJth'n L0111"~ 

fishl'S 

llrill I 1L•11t (Safi di1111s c01!flm•111m) I Vi,,, ,,,,,,n;,.,.., 
f\ lpubti('ln LI::. 4"\. ~l•nh.·111uuolL'. IO\u:r-JS st.ttl!'. 

tlllp' l·~··"' fo.., ~(\\ i ll.IL. 081281201-1 Cl:'.!2 l'M 

5 

--



EXHIBITF 



Sims, John A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc:. 
Subject: 

John, 

Vacca, J <jvacca@blm.gov> 
Thursday, August 28, 201'1 10:'12 AM 
Sims, John A 
Brenda Woods; Linda Coates-Markle 
STB Docket no. AB6 

Our office received your letter dated August 21, 2014 requesting information on 
threatened and endangered species and the potential for effects from a railway 
abandonment project. At this point, it is unclear from your letter whether or not the 
proposed abandonment occurs on SLM-administered public land, or with in a BLM
administered Right-of-way. 

Those are the only two scenarios in which the BLM would have admin istrative jurisdiction 
or responsibil ity to provide information on endangered species within the project area. 
Otherwise, all consultation and coordination for threatened and endangered species is 
handled by he u .s. Fish and Wildlife Service, a separate agency under the Department 
of the Interior. 

I did a quick check of our GIS layers in comparison with the map you provided, and I 
was unable to locate any SLM-administered lands within your project area (see Map 
below). However, if you would like to download the BLM-administrative layers and 
double check, those files can be accessed online (http ://www.blm.gov/or/gis/data.php). 
If you happen to have a BLM-issued Right of Way case number or some other indication 
(Township, Range and Section identifying BLM-administered lands) establish;ng a BLM 
connection to th is project, that would also help. Otherv.;ise, I believe the BLM may not be 
the correct agency to be in contact with rega rding this matter. 

Please call or ema il if you have further questions or I can be of assistance. 

Figure 1: Screenshot of approximate project area. According to our layer files, there are 
no BLM-administered un its in the project area. 
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RA/L l/'.l'A V 

August 21 . 2014 

Ms. Christine Lehnertz, Regional Director 
National Park Service 
Pacific West Region 
333 Bush Street, Suite 500 
San Francisco, CA 94104-2828 

John A. Sims, CP 
Paralegal 
Lal'/ Oepar:me;i/ 

BNSF Rollway Company 
2SC 3 Lo~ I.ten'< Drive - AOB-3 
FOii W e lh, Teir<is ?81::· -?3?8 

t<:I 61?-352-2376 
1<1~ 817-3$2-2337 

Email - ,ohn sims@-bnsf.c:om 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 490X); BNSF Railway Company 
Abandonment Exemption - in King County, Washington 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in about 60 days a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Goard ("STB") authority in the above
referenced docket to abandon 0.60 miles of rail line in l<ing County, Wast.ington, 
between Milepost 4.53 and Engineering Station 258+07 in South Seattle Canal. 

As part of the requisite environmental rnport, BNSF needs to lmow: 1) whether or not 
there are any wild life sanctt1aries or National or State parks or forests adjacent to or near 
the line, snd 2) if so, what effects the proposed action may have on same. 

I UI yulll t;tt::JCIHA~ I l l c:JVt.:: 1...tlvlV!:>CU 111< .. IJ . .1:.. UI 11 1 .... :..UUJ<::l.,,l ldlltUa-l ll ll<::'. I ll ll v~Vlll'J .,~ 

information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that shol1ld also be of 
use: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and t ies; 
hov;ever, the ra;lror.id right of way, ballast and culverts w·11 remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with t11e unbolting of the track materials or rails. 
With the use of specialized machinery placed on tl1e rai lroad right of way, the 
rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates. spil<es, switches and any other 
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties 
are separated into three groups as follows. (1) good quality ti3s tha~ will be re
used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscapi11g and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into ra1lcars and 
shipped bv BNSF to an EPA-aoproved disposal site. 

The culverls, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to alter the 
prevailing waterflows along the line. lri addition, BNSF sal1Jage contractors are 
required In limit their activities to the width of the right of way and not to place 
fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways . Wilen the 
salvage process is complere . waterrlows 1n the area shoulcl not be disnipteo. 
Finally, road crossings are removed and remediate<i, then rnpaved with gra11e!, 
asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also 
dismantled and removed 



BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rair 
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage 
contract includes detailed information on any environmental or historical 
conditions recommended by the Office of Environmental Analysis and imposed 
by the Surface Transportation Board in their final decision. Completed work is 
independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to 
ensurP. compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual 
obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all 
possible, by October 21, 2014. You may contact me by email or telephone with any 
questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

7t tv~_J 
John A. Sims, CP 
I' · ··I • ..,~ I 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Courtney Estes - ·BNSF - courtnev.es1es@bnsf.com 
Suzanne Wellen - BNSF - suzanne.wellen@bnsf.co111 
~<arl Morell - Ball Janik LLP - Jsmorell@bjllp.com 
Mark Norton - BNSF - rnark .norton@bnsf.com 
Brian Blevins - BNSF -· l)rian.blevins(@.bnsf.com 
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RA/L//'/AY 

August 21, 2014 

U.S. EPA Region 10 
1200 6111 Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, \/VA 98101 

John A. Sims, CP 
f'a:elegfJI 
LtNI Dcp.~nmP.nt 

liNSt' Railway Company 
2500 Lou Men~ Driv&- .t.09·'.3 
f-or! Wmth, Tex;;s 76131-2826 

'.el 8 17-352-2l76 
'ax 817-352-23!!"! 

::mail phn sirns@tnMoim 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 490X); BNSF Railway Company 
Abandonment Exemption - in King County, Illinois 

BNSF Railway Company {"BNSF") anticipates filing in about 60 days a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above
referenced docl<et to abandon 0.60 miles of rail line in 1-\ing County, Wasilington, 
between Milepost 4.53 and Engineering Station 258+07 in South Seattle Canal. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) vvl1ether or not 
this action will be consistent with Federal , State or local water quality standards, and 2) 
whether or not Section 402 and/or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
("NPDES") permits are required for performance of the salvage activity described below. 
Please note: BNSF anticipates the proposGd abandonment will not disturb more 
.. . •I ' 

For your reference I have enclosed maps of tl1e Sllbject rnilroad line. Following is 
information on BNSF's sa lvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

Tl1e proposed abandonment will inclL1de the removal of the rails and ties; 
however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. 
Wit il ihe use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the 
rails and related steel (angle bars, tie pla tes, spikes, switches and any other 
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties 
are !3eparated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re
usccl in mil service, (2) landscape-quality l ies t11at will be re-sold to fwnber 
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railca1·s and 
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to alter tile 
preva iling waterilows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are 
required to limit their activi:ies to the width of the right of way and not to place 
tiils or ot11er material in water bodies, including i11la11d waie1ways. When ihe 
salvage process is complete, vvaterflows in tile area should not be disrupted_ 



Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated , then repaved with gravel, 
asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signa.Js are also 
dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail 
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage 
contract includes detailed information on any environmental or historical 
conditions recommended !'.)y the Office of Environmental Analysis and imposed 
by the Surface Transportation Board in their final decision. Completed work is 
independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to 
ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual 
obligations, including STB~irnposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at tile address above, if at all 
possible, by October 21, 201L1. You may contact me by email or telephone wii:h any 
questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for yoL1r time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

(_-) /} ' 
iJL1 . C. ~---

JOl111 /4. . ::i111 1s, L i"' 

Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc •1 ia email: Courtney Estes - BNSF - couriney.Gstes@bnsf.com 
Suzanne l/Vellen - BNSF - suzanne.wellen@bnsf.coni 
Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP - kmo@!l@Qi!!p.com 
iVJark Norton - 81\JSF - 1rark.nor tQD@bnsf.com 
Brian Blevins - BNSF - .brian.blevins@bnsf.com 
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R/1/Lfl'/AV John ~ . S ims, CP 
Parii:cgaI 
L<lw netNrtmer.t 

l'>NSF Railway Company 
25()0 Lou t.lcnl( Unw) - A0:!-3 
FM Werth. Texas ?6131 -2e2e 

lt>I 817-352-1376 
(;x 817-357.-/ 39~ 

Email - iohn.sims~hr·~t.c.cm 

August 21 , 2014 

US A rmy Engineer District, Seattle 
ATTN. Regulatory Branch 
4735 East Marginal Way South 
Seatre, WA 98134-2385 

Re: STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 490X); BNSF Railway Company 
Abandonment Exemption - in King County, Washington 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in about 60 days a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above
referenced docket to abandon 0 .60 miles of rail line in King County, Washington, 
bet\l':een Milepost 4.53 and Engineering S:ation 258+07 in South Seattle Canal. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF neetls to know: 1) whe ther or not 
Section 404 permits will be required for the performance of salvage activity, and 2) if the 
proposed abandonment will affect <tny 100-year floodplains or any designated vvetlands. 
Y ri • 1,. ?$SP."'Sm 0 nt r:-rcl co111111e11ts cire resoectft ilht reouested. In addition . if it is your 

and white maps of each designated floodplain area. Please note: BlllSF docs not 
anticipate any potential impacts to waters of the U.S. as a result of the proposed 
abandonment. 

For your reference maps of the subject railroad line are enclosed. Following is 
information on BNSF's seilvage process as it relates to this project lhat shou ld also be of 
use: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties; 
however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts wi ll remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the !rack materi<=ils or rails. 
With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad righl of 1Nay, ihe 
rails and rela~ed steel (angle bars, lie plates, spikes, switches and any other 
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised fro111 amcng !hP. 
ballast wit.It 3 tool des:gned for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties 
~ ·- A- p A1·-' - I : • '!· - -~~ .. ~~ ~~ ' ·''!o···.-· '1) ,.,,.,,...,-1 qL, .... !;t,. fi ....... ·11-.+ ··<11J ;-...., rr ::..t'""' ~c c.. ""'~""u d ~u" Ii'-''-" ~· V -... j..' .... u..., , ....,, .,OJ, , ::;,v...;- . ..... , " " "'"'. _ .. . ... •J~ , ._ -

used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality lies that will be re-sold to luml:er 
dealers for la'lclscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrup ties are loridecl into railcars and 
shipped by BNSF lo an EPA-approved disposal site. 

Tll<: culvert~. h:::ilJ;::i ~ I eind rigl1t of wriy will rAm<=1in intact so as not to Cllter the 
prevailing watertlows ~long the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are 
required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way ancl not to place 
fi lls or other material in water bodies. including inland waterNays. \fl.lhen the 
salvage process is complete, watcrflows in the area should not be disrupted. 



Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, 
asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also 
dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail 
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage 
contract includes detailed information on any environmental or historical 
conditions recommended by the Office of Environmental Analysis and imposed 
by the Surface Transportation Board in their final decision. Completed work is 
independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to 
ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quafity and all c:ontreictual 
obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

rlease provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all 
possible, by October 21 , 2014. You may contact me by email or telephone with any 
questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advanc;e fur your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Courtney Estes - BNSF - cou1 lney.estes@b.1sf.com 
Suzanne Wellen - BNSF - sL1z<:inne.wellen@bnsf.com 
Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP - kmorell@bjllp.com 
Marl< Norion - BNSF - mark.norlon@bnsf.com 
Brian Blevins - BNSF - brfon.bfevins@bnsf.com 
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do hp 
All·l'$Ol'l 6rooits Ph.D .. Director 

Slate HlstOllc Presa<vollon Oflfcer 
&-~~~~~~~~~~-

Mr. John A. Sims 
BNSF Railway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOB-3 
Fort Worth. TX 76131-2828 

March 24, 2015 

In future correspondence please refer to: 
Log: 091614-06-STB 
Property: BNSF Abandonment, King Co., STB Docket No. AS 6 (Sub-No. 490X) 
Re: Archaeology - No Historic Properties 

Dear Mr. Sims: 

Thank you for contacting our office and responding to my inquiry for additional information. 
Based on the information you provided in your email of March 12, 2015, I concur with your 
finding of no historic properties affected for the proposed abandonment. 

We would appreciate receiving any correspondence or comments from concerned tribes or 
other parties that you receive as you consult under the requirements of 36CFRB00.4(a)(4). 

These comments are based on the information available at the time of this review and on the 
behalf of the State Historic Preservation Officer in conformance with Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations 36CFR800. 

Should additional information become available, our assessment may be revised. In the event 
that archaeological or historic materials are discovered during project activities, work in the 
immediate vicinity must stop, the area secured, and this office and the concerned tribes notified. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment. If you have any questions. please contact 
me. 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Sterner, M.A. 
Transportation Archaeologist 
(360) 586-3082 
matthew.sterner@dahp.wa.gov 

Stole of Washington • Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 
P.O. Box 48343 •Olympia, Washington 98504-8343 • 1360) 586-3065 

www.dohp.wo.gov 




