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Via E-Filin

Daniel R. Elliott 111
Chairman

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

Re:  STB Finance Docket No. 35724, California High-Speed Rail Authority—
Construction Exemption—In Merced, Madera and Fresno Counties, California

Dear Mr. Elliott:

The Surface Transportation Board is presently considering the California High-Speed Rail
Authority’s petition for an exemption from the Board’s certification process to allow the
Authority to construct the initial section of California’s high-speed train system between Merced
and Fresno, California. At the core of this assessment is whether the high-speed train system is
consistent with the nation’s rail transportation policy.

California’s high-speed train system will link California’s population centers without expanding
airports and highways, improve mobility, help the environment, reduce energy dependency, and
create hundreds of thousands of jobs. These goals align perfectly with our national goals “to
ensure the development and continuation of a sound rail transportation system with effective
competition among rail carriers and with other modes,” and “to encourage and promote energy
conservation.” 49 U.S.C. § 10101. Moreover, because the project is designed to provide
dedicated high speed passenger rail service, it will have no impact on the rail shipping market.
Id. § 10502(a)(2)(B).

The Authority has received more than $3 billion in federal funds for this project and has worked
closely with its federal partners in completing an extensive environmental review. California
believes that rail must play a greater role in addressing the transportation and environmental
challenges facing our nation, and we look forward to continuing to work together to turn
California’s high-speed rail system into reality.
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Because national rail policy and the goals of the Authority are aligned, an exemption is
appropriate and [ urge the Board to grant the Authority’s petition.

Sincerely,

N yj ng\ gL~
Edmund G. Bréwn Jr.

cc: Cynthia T. Brown, Office of Proceedings
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