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LCARLISLE

MATEMNALSE

August 1, 2013

Cynthia T. Brawn, Chief

Sectlon of Administration, Office of Proceedings ENTERED

Surface Transportation Board Office of Proceedingo

395 E Street SW, Room #100

Washington, DC 20423-0001 AUG 1 701
Part of

RE: Docket ¥ FD 35247, Grenada Rallway Public Record

Dear Ms. Brown:
Enclosed Is a letter on behalf of my company in reference to the Grenada Railway matter.

| certify that a copy of this letter has been served on each party of record by facsimile
transmission or United States mall.

Sincerely,

Yk —

Burke Nichols
Plant Manager - Senatobla, MS

Burke Nichols 1201 ScorzStreet  Scnatobla M5 38668 (:662-292-1402 0:662-301-4504
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T/268/2013
Cynthla T. Brown ENTERED
Chisf of the Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings ~ ©'c® Of Procaedings
Surface Transportation Board
385 E Streat, SW AUG 1 2013

Washington, D.C. 20423-0001
Pan
Public Rgcf:ord
Re: Docket No, FD 35247, Grenzda Raliway

Doar Ms. Brown,

As the manager of Carhsle Constructon Materials’ manufacturing pitant in Senatobia, Tate
County, Miasisslppl, | am concermnad about the continued diacusgion of potential abandonment of
any portion of the Grenada rallway betwaen Canton, Misaissippl and Grenada, Mississippl.
Cloaure of any portion of thia mall has negative financial impact on ail communities served by
Gronada Raliway. The tamporary closure has forced the shipment of our matertale from the
south to be routed through Memphis, Tennessee. Thia has incraased the time for shipments and
has increased shipping costa significantly.

Carlsle uses the rallway to transport our mw matsrials. Raw materiais make up more than 80%
of the costs of cur products. Having low cost, adequats, and refiable supply ot thuse raw
matariale in sgsential o being competitive in the construction market.,

As our company recartly considered the location tor a plannad businasa axpansion,
transportation costs were a major concem. Ssnatobia was a prelerved potential locstion. Tha
tnknown viabiity of Grenada Railway's servics for materials was one factor, along with higher
coats of transportation. These concemsa were part of the reason for the expansion to be Inatalisd
at another facfity. This la a significant foss for our community ¢f long term jobe, and the
aconomic boost of a $10 milllon dolar plant axpansion and aquipment instaltation.

Othsr shortiine raliroad companies have expreased Interest in opsrating this iine batwesn Canion,
MS and Mamphis, TN. Therefors, tha potential for this ine to be profitable ie evident. Scrapping
this fine Ts short sighted and couki have a datrimental ofiact on the communitiea that rely on
efficiont, cost effactive rail transportation irom Grenada Rafway.

1 respectfully request you to consider the constituents and communities along this rall ine as you
make decislons regarding ithe Grenada Rallway,

Sincerely,

Ybude~s—

Burke Nichols
Plant Manager — Banatobla, M5 !

Burke Nichols 1201 Scott Street  Senatobis MS 38668 C:662-292-1402 0:662-301-4504



