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We are writing to express our growing concern with regard to the effects of increased freight
train traffic, particularly exacerbated by oil shipments, hrough Minaesota, and the displacement
and de-prioritization of commuter and passenger rail traffic. In the wake of increased freight
train traffic through Minnesots from the Bakken oil fields in North Dakota, we are concerned not
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to be unconstitutional, on-time performance of the Empire Builder decreased dramatically, and

the length of each delay skyrocketed. Amtrak estimates the average delay for the Empire Builder
along its entire foute is eight to ten hours. As of June 2014, Anatrak reported a 15 percent drop in
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Empire Builder alone. Given that commercial air or bus service operating on the same route as
the Empire Builder is inadequate, this route is vital to the transportation interests of our state and
nation.

As chairs of the Senate and House Transportation committees, along with our legislative
colleagues who represent communities surrounding Amtrak’s Empire Builder route through
Minnesota, we hope a solution can be reached to balance these competing interests. If the
passengexraxldelaysconnnue,webchevcthxswﬂlmwnlyhaveadcmmeﬁwon
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Sen. D. Scout Dibble, District 61 Rep. Frank Hornstein, District 61A
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Rep. Jim Newberger, District 158 Rep. Yvonne Seicer, District 484
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Rep. Mary Sawatzky, District 17B Rep. Jim Abeler, District 35A
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Sen. Sandra L. Pappas, District 65 Rep. Diane Loeffler, District 60A Sen. Kent Eken, District 4
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