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VERIFIED STATEMENT OF MICHAEL HARBOUR, DEPUTY CEO, 

OF THE CENTRAL PUGET SOUND REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

1. My name is Michael Harbour, and I am the Deputy Chief Executive Officer of the Central Puget 

Sound Regional Transit Authority ("Sound Transit"). 

2. Sound Transit was created by the Pierce, King, and Snohomish Counties through action of their 

respective county councils in accordance with RCW 81.112.030. Sound Transit is authorized to 

plan, construct, and permanently operate a high-capacity system oftransportation 

infrastructure and services to meet regional public transportation needs in the Central Puget 

Sound region. Chap 81.112 RCW. Sound Transit carried nearly 30.3 million riders in 2013 on its 

regional bus, commuter rail, and light rail services. 

3. In general elections held within the Sound Transit district on November 5, 1996 and November 

8, 2008, voters approved local funding to implement a regional high-capacity transportation 

system for the Central Puget Sound region. Sound Transit's 2008 voter-approved plan ("ST2") 

included light rail (i.e., East Link project) and possible commuter rail over and across the 

Woodinville Subdivision. The East Link project has a budget of $2.8 billion and is expected to 

carry 50,000 people per day by 2030. 

4. In November 2009, consistent with ST2, Sound Transit entered into a Memorandum of 

Understanding with King County, Washington; the Port of Seattle; the City of Redmond, 

Washington; the Cascade Water Alliance; and Puget Sound Energy, Inc. (collectively, the "Public 

Partners"), to purchase interests in the Woodinville Subdivision and Redmond Spur ("MOU"). 

5. Since the Port of Seattle purchased the Woodinville Subdivision and Redmond Spur from BNSF 

in 2009, the Public Partners have been working together to plan for the full utilization of the 

corridors for the benefit of their respective tax and rate payers subject, of course, to the interim 

trail use or the freight use by a legitimate freight rail operation willing to pay fair market value 

for the property interest that would permit freight operations. 

6. On April 25, 2013, the Sound Transit Board selected the route, profiles, and station locations for 

the East Link Light Rail Project, including the relevant selection of the light-rail route through the 

former BNSF corridor. In relevant part, the light rail alignment turns north into the former BNSF 

Railway corridor and continues to an elevated Hospital Station on the north side of NE 8th Street 

with entrances also on the north side of NE 8th Street. The route turns east into the Bel-Red 

corridor in a retained cut configuration between 120th and 124th Avenues. The Project will 

include storage tracks in the former BNSF rail corridor north of NE 12th Street with lead tracks 

and light maintenance facilities adjacent to the corridor. The location of a full maintenance 

facility is under study as a separate project, including the needs for the extension to downtown 

Redmond. It is the Board's intent to complete the study by 2015. 



7. Since the Board selected the route, Sound Transit has begun purchasing real property and 

entering into contracts for the design and implementation of the East link Light Rail Project and 

purchasing real property. 

8. In 2012, Sound Transit purchased from the Port of Seattle for $13,752,393 the following: a) a 

1.1 mile segment of the former BNSF corridor located in the City of Bellevue for construction 

and operation of the East Link project (the "Bellevue Mile"), and b) easements for high-capacity 

transit throughout the remainder of the former BNSF corridor. 

9. Sound Transit is participating in these proceedings because BTR seeks to reactivate freight rail 

service over the Bellevue Mile and has literally targeted locations for its own facilities or the 

facilities of future customers where Sound Transit seeks to build its light rail facilities. First, BTR 

would create a rail yard in the location that Sound Transit intends to construct its own storage 

track. Second, BTR plans to have its customers purchase property to the east of the Bellevue 

Mile to construct a concrete batch plant and laydown yard, which would have to be accessed by 

spurs that cross Sound Transit's light rail tracks. Third, BTR seeks to reactivate freight rail service 

to the exact location of Sound Transit's Hospital Station, although it has not produced any 

shippers or customers who need the service at or through that location. Sound Transit is 

designing its light rail facilities on the Bellevue Mile to permit it to share the corridor with a trail 

in the short term or a legitimate reactivated freight service in the future. 

10. Sound Transit is proceeding with its East Link Light Rail Project and is currently at 60 percent 

design of the track and station (i.e., the Hospital Station) on the Bellevue Mile. Sound Transit 

intends to locate on the eastern portion of the Bellevue Mile, while leaving the western portion 

for trail or future freight rail use. 

11. Construction on both the track work in the Sound Transit-owned portion of the Bellevue Mile 

and the Hospital Station projects are expected to start in 2016. 

12. As of December 2013, Sound Transit has spent an estimated $169 million out of its $2.8 billion 

budget for the East Link Light Rail Project. 
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VERIFICATION 

State of Washington 

County of King 

55: 

Michael Harbour being duly sworn, deposes and says that he has read the foregoing statement, knows 

the facts asserted there are true and that the same are true as stated. 

Michael Harbour 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
Central Puget Sound Regional 
Transit Authority 

; J 'ih 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this ..::J- day of March 2014. 

~. Q~ 
Notary Public of the State of Washington. 

My Commission expires ___ q.___.-_;;-_ q_._-"""'t_f,___ 
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RJB Wholesale site

The information included on this map has been compiled by King County staff from a variety of sources and is subject to change without notice. King County makes no representations or
warranties, express or implied, as to accuracy, completeness, timeliness, or rights to the use of such information. This document is not intended for use as a survey product. King County
shall not be liable for any general, special, indirect, incidental, or consequential damages including, but not limited to, lost revenues or lost profits resulting from the use or misuse of the
information contained on this map. Any sale of this map or information on this map is prohibited except by written permission of King County.

Date: 6/13/2013          Source: King County iMAP - Property Information (http://www.metrokc.gov/GIS/iMAP)

COMMENTS: Attachment to letter to STB supporting reactivation of Woodinville Subdivision from Woodinville to Bellevue
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RJB Wholesale site

The information included on this map has been compiled by King County staff from a variety of sources and is subject to change without notice. King County makes no representations or
warranties, express or implied, as to accuracy, completeness, timeliness, or rights to the use of such information. This document is not intended for use as a survey product. King County
shall not be liable for any general, special, indirect, incidental, or consequential damages including, but not limited to, lost revenues or lost profits resulting from the use or misuse of the
information contained on this map. Any sale of this map or information on this map is prohibited except by written permission of King County.

Date: 6/13/2013          Source: King County iMAP - Property Information (http://www.metrokc.gov/GIS/iMAP)
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1

Goodrich, Marina V.

From: ewilson@spiretech.com
Sent: Thursday, August 08, 2013 5:48 PM
To: Nick Beck
Cc: doug.engle@escrail.org
Subject: Railroad reactivation through Kirkland

Importance: High

Hi Nick- 
I understand you are out of town this week, but I need to inform you of 
the latest developments in the rail battle. 
We had a setback last week when the STB declined to issue an injunction to 
keep Kirkland from removing the tracks through town, without deciding the 
reactivation petition. However, there is provision to request 
'reconsideration', and that is what we are doing. One of the grounds for 
that is in the event of material error by the Board. We think the fact 
that they failed to mention your company and potential rail service to you 
is such an error. 
So we need to send another letter to STB. Based on what the STB said in 
this decision, we need to make sure they know that, while you don't have a 
rail spur into your property now, you want one and fully expect to 
participate in financing its construction. I can put together the letter, 
including whatever points you would like to make, but it would be helpful 
to talk with you first. Any chance you could call me tomorrow? We are 
trying to get letters in ASAP, because we expect Kirkland's contractor to 
start removing the tracks as soon as next week. 
Thanks. 
   Ernie 
H  425-869-8899    M  509-430-9350 
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1

Goodrich, Marina V.

From: Nick Beck <nick@rjbwholesale.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2013 10:19 PM
To: ewilson@spiretech.com; Ernest F. Wilson <ernie. wilson@EsCRail. org>
Subject: Fwd: 
Attachments: 20130820143450452.pdf; ATT00001.htm

 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: <mfp@rjbwholesale.com> 
Date: August 20, 2013, 2:34:50 PM PDT 
To: Nick Beck <nick@rjbwholesale.com> 

This E-mail was sent from "RICOHMP161" (Aficio MP 161). 
 
Scan Date: 08.20.2013 14:34:50 (-0700) 
Queries to: mfp@rjbwholesale.com 
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1

Goodrich, Marina V.

From: Nick Beck <nick@rjbwholesale.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 2:57 PM
To: ewilson@spiretech.com
Subject: RE: #2 Re: FW:

I typed? I don't recall typing anything I just signed it 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: ewilson@spiretech.com [mailto:ewilson@spiretech.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 2:48 PM 
To: Nick Beck 
Subject: #2 Re: FW: 
Importance: High 
 
Nick- 
I just realized that your typed name on the letter is 'Best', instead of Beck. I don't know how that got by 
us, but I apologize for the error. 
Maybe you could fix that before printing out our file copy. 
   Ernie 
 
 
> 
> 
> -----Original Message----- 
> From: mfp@rjbwholesale.com [mailto:mfp@rjbwholesale.com] 
> Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 10:16 AM 
> To: Nick Beck 
> Subject: 
> 
> This E-mail was sent from "RICOHMP161" (Aficio MP 161). 
> 
> Scan Date: 08.21.2013 10:16:07 (-0700) Queries to: 
> mfp@rjbwholesale.com 
> 
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November 7, 2013

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown
Chief, Section of Administration
Office of Proceedings
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034
Washington, DC 20423-0001

REF: STB FINANCE DOCKET NO. 35731

Dear Ms. Brown:

We support the reactivation of freight service between Woodinville and Bellevue, Washington. WATCO would like
to impress upon the Board the importance of recognizing the reactivation process requires an incremental approach
to reestablishing sustainable rail service on the line. Committed customers have stepped forward with written
support to the Board. We believe the next steps to reestablish rail service is to gage customer commitment by
requiring take or pay agreements associated with car volumes, the customers level of financial participation
associated with the upfront cost of reactivating this line and negotiate operating and use

a capital package, operati:Bg a:n8 Hse agreements immediately following the Board's
reactivation of the line.

W,.:\JCO participated ia the 200& 8~gf llid process to provide rail service oe this liBe,
afld we hewe stayed iHeoatae! 'lAth Doug ~gle of eastsiele Community Rail, the reservea freiglH
easement owner sinee Fellruary 2011. Earlier this year we expressed our requirements to
participate in operating the line, WIDeRwere promismg at the time. With additional shippers
requesting service on the railbanked portion of the line, and their stated willingness to participate
financially to have rail service, we now see an opportunity worth pursuing and participating in.

WATCO is prepared to work with Ballard to assume freight operations for the unit trains
between Bellevue and the BNSF mainline in Snohomish, provided a supportive Board decision
to reactivate the line. We expect no material issues in establishing shipping agreements and rates
with the freight parties in this matter. Fur-..hei',Wi\.TCO is reaEly, williHg and able to participate
fimmcia1ly to replace the trade receetly removed iH Kirklana and proviele the eecessary line
ma:inteHaece to provide Class 1 rail service.

We support a separate understand that an excursion train business that will operate on the
line. The expectation is that our crews will schedule and operate theses trains to meet the needs
of our shippers and help the excursion business meet their objectives. Incremental insurance
requirements for passenger operations will be the sole responsibility of the excursion train and
will be paid through the income generated from passenger tickets. paid SHea operations and
gFoss vehicle miles will lle used to allocate capital, maintenaHce amI overheael eosts.
Additionally, we support rails and trails inside this right of way provided adequate safety
precautions, insurance and use agreements which are agreeable to both parties and the

Page 5 of 6



Ms. Cynthia T. Brown
February 6, 2014
Page 2

appropriate rail to trails group takes full financial responsibility for all costs and all liability
incurred in building a maintaining their trail.. For better or worse, fmancing, operating and use
details cannot be established lUltil a favorable Board reactivation decision is made because of the
substantial effort and time required to complete this work with the many parties involved, given
the risk of not knowing the reactivation outcome.

Critically, we understand the complexity and effort required to reestablish service on a
railbanked line. Such capital investment and agreements cannot be developed without first
knowing the Board's decision. Ie i:Jeelear, WATGO is rea4y, willing ami al3le te participate
with its fift8:l1cial Bflelether reSOl:H'eesin Hlakiflg this line a Sl:l:ceessagain.

Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,

Mark Blazer
Senior Vice President - 0 Strategic DevelopmentDWest Region

Mark WATCO 20130ct29.doc
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BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 465X) 

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION- IN KING COUNTY, 
WASHINGTON 

(Woodinville Subdivision) 

STB Finance Docket No. 35731 

BALLARD TERMINAL RAILROAD COMPANY, L.L.C.- ACQUISITION AND 
OPERATION EXEMPTION -WOODINVILLE SUBDIVISION- VERIFIED PETITION 

FOR EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO 49 U.S.C. § 10502 

VERIFIED STATEMENT OF AARON MCDONALD 

I, Aaron McDonald, declare under penalty of perjury as follows: 

1. I have personal knowledge of, and am competent to testify to, the following facts. 

2. In June 2000 I received a B.S. in Forest Engineering from the University of 

Washington. I have worked as an engineer since June 2000 and received my professional license 

in June 2007. Through my academic studies and professional work, I have received specialized 

education and training in terrain survey and mapping techniques, including the use of 

Geographic Information System (GIS) software and other tools. 

3. For 8 years between June 2000 and October 2008, I was employed as a Forest 

Engineer for the Washington State Department ofNatural Resources ("DNR"). As part of my 

job duties with DNR, I conducted surveys ofterrain to support the design and construction of 

forest logging roads for timber sale operations. This work included evaluating terrain containing 

elevation differences. 
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4. Currently I am employed as a Project Engineer in the Public Works Department, 

Capital Projects Division, for the City of Kirkland ("Kirkland"). I have served in this capacity 

since October 2008. 

5. One of my current responsibilities as a Project Engineer for Kirkland is to plan 

and supervise the salvage of rail infrastructure within the Cross Kirkland Corridor ("CKC"), 

which is the 5.75 mile segment of the railbanked right-of-way running between the cities of 

Woodinville and Bellevue, Washington that is owned by Kirkland. These responsibilities 

include coordinating and monitoring the work of A&K Railroad Materials, Inc. ("A&K"), which 

began salvage operations in August 2013. A&K began salvage operations at the northeastern 

end of the CKC at the intersection of the railbanked right-of-way and Slater Avenue NE (132nd 

A venue NE) and has worked its way south along the CKC. 

6. As of the morning of September 11, 2013, the tracks have been removed from rail 

bed along approximately 2.82 miles ofthe CKC, between Slater Avenue NE and NE 87th Street. 

Within this distance, all other track materials (e.g., joint bars, plates, anchors, and ties), except 

for ballast, have been completely removed from the rail bed along 1.16 miles of the CKC 

between Slater Avenue NE and NE 112th Street. 

7. I have visited and observed the terrain of the section of the CKC adjacent to RJB 

Wholesale, Inc. ("RJB") and studied maps of the terrain in this area. RJB's facility is located in 

the vicinity of Totem Lake, a wetland area, near the northeastern end of the CKC where A&K 

commenced salvage work. All of the rail infrastructure has been removed from the section of the 

CKC adjacent to RJB's facility 

8. Within this section of the CKC, the rail bed sits atop a fill that slopes downward 

into a drainage running adjacent to the frontage of the RJB facility and neighboring parcels. I 
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have investigated this area of the CKC along the frontage of the RJB facility and neighboring 

properties, and observed terrain conditions and elevation differences between the surface levels 

of the rail bed, the drainage, and RJB's facility. Using my own height, which is approximately 6 

feet, and other objects as reference points and drawing on my professional experience, studies, 

and training, I estimate that There are points within the drainage that appear to be between as 

much as 12 to 14 feet below the surface elevation of the rail bed. I also estimate the elevation 

differences between the surface levels of the rail bed and the frontage of RJB' s facility range 

between 8 and 12 feet. 

9. After studying the terrain of the CKC adjacent to RJB's facility, I discussed my 

observations with Kirkland's GIS consultant and coordinated with him to create maps of this 

terrain using GIS software and data. These maps are labeled as Exhibits 1, 2, and 3 to 

Kirkland's response to Ballard Terminal Railroad's Petition for Reconsideration. They depict: 

(1) the location ofRJB' s facility, the CKC, and the surrounding area; (2) the surface elevation of 

the CKC, RJB's facility, and adjacent properties using aerial imagery; and (3) the surface 

elevation of the CKC, RJB's facility, and adjacent properties without aerial imagery. Based on 

my observations, these maps accurately depict the location of the CKC and RJB's facility and the 

general elevation differences between the surface of the rail bed and RJB' s facility. 

AARON MCDONALD, P.E. 

Dated: '1/ n I \ s 
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