BILL FLORES o ’ COMMITTEE ON
MEMBER OF CONGRESS ENERGY AND COMMERCE

177H DisTRicT, TEXAS SUBCOMMITTEE ON

ENERGY AND POWER

T e Congress of the Tnited States C Comom o i

ONGWORTH AOUSE UFFICE BUILDING 1 SUBCOMMITTEE CN
1ot WASHING':“IDI:I-: DC02051SB %Duse Df ﬁepregentatlhes CVERSIGHT AND INVESTHGATIONS
PHONE: [202 — ,
P 207 1226 6105 Waghington, DL 205154317
http://Fiores.House.gov
May 13, 2016 240672
ENTERED
_ Office of Proceedings
The Honorable Dandel R. Elliott TIT - May 13, 2016
Chairman ‘ Part of
Surface Transportation Board Public Record
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Chairman Ellioti:

Please see the attached letter from Judge Byron Ryder of Leon County, Texas. This letter
expresses specific concerns regarding two petitions filed at the Surface Transportation Board
(STB) regarding the Dallas Houston high speed rail project by Texas Central Partners (TCP).

I respectfully request that you consider Judge Ryder’s concerns as the STB reviews and acts on
the referenced TCP petitions.

Thank you for your aftention to this matter.

With great respect,
Bill Flores
Member of Congress
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The Honorable Bil} Flores ' ¢

House of Representatives o
3000 Briarcrest Drive, Ste 406 :
Bryan, TX 776802 Fax No. 979-703-8845
Dear Congresstan Flores,

1 am writing this letter to request that Congressman Flores submit a reply to the two
politions [led af the Burface and Transportation Boord roparding tho Dollac Houston high
speed rail project by Texas Central Partaers (TCP). In short, the two petitions axe asking
for very disturbing actions to be taken,

TCP is asking for a waiver of regulations that outline the process that is normally
required. This waiver would permit TCP to condenm propetty that they may not need,
There is a statement included in their petition {filing where the CEO states TCP is aware
of that and is willing 1o take that risk. Clearly, eminent domain was not intended 10 be

used 50 carclessly.

They are also asking for a clarificazion of a previous case as v whether or nul il would
prevent them from getting & waiver of regulations granted., -

Onrtop of this, TCP is asking for both of these decisions th he expedited | whinh wonld
prevent the public from having ample opportanity to pravide impact statements and
considerations to the Surface and Tranapnrtation Board (STB) members prior to

them ruling on the iwo petitions,

I am asking for bis help to protect the integrity of the process that exists to ensure
projects of this nature go through a sequence of steps in appropriate order with ample
amount of time 1o consider the impact of a project of this scale.

Specifically, I am asking the Congressman to file a reply to both petitions with the
STB to request the STB not grant the waiver of regulations and rot grant an expedited
decision on the petitions,

Please confirm that you received this email and et me know if the Congressman will
subrmit the replies. The deadling for him to do it is May 9, 2016.






