531520

600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUITE 301
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022
(410) 296-2250 - (202) 466-6532

FAX (410) 332-0885

LAw QFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER, LLC.

L.outs E. GITOMER
Lou@Igraillaw.com

MELANIE B. YASBIN .
Melanie@Ilgraillaw.com November 30, 2011
410-296-2
.. I3
] . (’. e off"f-) -:.:‘
Ms. Victoria Rutson 38045
Director, Office of Environmental Analysis /-75 C 20 e
395 E Street, SW 0/[.
Washington, DC 20423-001 Pub,,ﬂgggo

RF:  Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X) Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.
Abandonment Exemption-~in Hartford County, CT.

Dear Ms. Rutson:

On or about December 20, 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB™) a notice of exemption seeking authority CSO to abandon 2.4 miles of line
milepost 2.0 and milcpost 4.4, on Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.’s (“CSO™) Suffield
. Subdivision in Hartford County, CT (“Line™).

Enclosed for clectronic filing is thc Combined Environmental and Historic Report
(“CEHR™) describing the proposed action and any expected cnvironmental and historic effects,
as well as maps of the affected area. The CEHR was mailed via first class mail or sent
clectronically to the parties required under 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7 and 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(c) on
November 30, 2011.

Sincerely yours,

Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.

Enclosure
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COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT
(49 C.F.R. 1105.7 and 1105.8)

Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X)

CONNECTICUT SOUTHERN RAILROAD, INC.—
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN HARTFORD COUNTY, CT

Dated: November 30, 2011
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe-the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that
may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also
describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and
drawings cleatly delineating the project.

Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc. (“CSO™) proposes to abandon a 2.4-mile railroad
line between milepost 2.0 and milepost 4.4 on its Suffield: Subdivision in Hartford County, CT
(the “Line™).

Abandonment of the Line will résult in the removal of the rail, crossties and possibly the
upper layer of ballast. Removal of the Line will result in the elimination of 3 public road
crossings on the-Line.

‘There has been no traffic on the Line-for over 2 years.

The only alternative to a full abandonmént would be for CSO not (o abandon the Line.
The Line is located in an area of lit'tle economic gmwtb, where industrial development is
unlikely to occur. With little, if any, potential traffic, CSO has decided to seek abandonment of
the Line.

A map of the propased abandonment is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.



(2) Transportation System. Describe the cffccts of the proposcd action on regxonal or
local transportation systems and pattemns. Estimatc the amount of traffic (passenger or freight)
that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action.

There is no passenger traffic on the Line to be diverted (o other modes as a result of the
proposed abandonment. There is no freight traffic on the Line to be diverted to motor carricr.
Accordingly, the proposed abandonment should have no adverse effects on regional, or local
transportation systems and patterns.

(3) Land Use. (i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional plannmg agencies
and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the
proposed action is.consistent with existing land use plans. Describe-any inconsisténcies. (ii)
Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conversation Service, state the effect of the proposed
action on any prime agricultural land. (jii) If the action-affects land or water uses within a
designated coastal zone, include the coastal Zone information required by 1105.9. (iv) If the
proposed action is an abandonment, state whethetr or. not the right-of-way is suitable for
altérnative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and explain why.

(i) CSO considers the proposed abandonment to be consistent with existing land use
plans. The area surrounding the Line is primarily rural in nature.

CSO contacted'the Town of Suffield by letter dated November 30, 2011. See Exhibit 2.
No response has been reccived as of this date. A.copy of this Environmental Report has becn
mailed to the appropriate local and state agencies for their information and furthér comment.

(ii) CSO does not believe that there is any prime agricultural land that will be affected.
CSO notified the United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA™) Natural Resources
Conservation Service (the agency succeeding to the-responsibilities of the Soil Conservation
Service) of the proposed abandonmient by letter dated November 30, 2011, and requested

assistance in identifying any potential effects on prime agricultural land. See Exhibit 2. A copy

of this report has been supplied to the USDA for its information and further comment.



(iii) The Line passes through a designated coastal zone. A copy of this report has been
supplied to the Office of Long Island Sound i’rograms, Bureau of Water Protection and Land
Reuse.

(iv) CSO believes the Line would be suitable for interim trail use/rail banking.

(4) Energy. (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
resources. (ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities. (iii) State
whether the proposed action will. result in an increase or decrcasc in overall energy cffi cnency
and explain why. (iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions-fiom rail to motor carriage of
more than: (A) 1,000 rail carloads a-year; or (B) an average of 50 rail carloads pér mile per year
for any part of the affected line, quantify the. rcsultmg net chang,e in energy consumption and
show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given.

(i) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of energy
resources.

(ii) The proposed abandonment will have no efféct on the transportation of recyclable
commodities.

(iii) The proposed abandonment will have minimal effect on overall energy efficiency
since there has beén no traffic on the Line.

(iv) The proposed abandonment will not cause the diversion of more than 1,000 rail
carloads a year; oran average of 50 rail'carloads per mile per year for any part of the line
segments of rail traffic to motor carriage.

(5) Air. (i) If the proposed action will result in either: (A) An increase in rail traffic of at
least 100 percent (ineasured in gross ton miles annually) or an incrcase of at least eight trains a
day on any segment of rail line affected by the proposal, or (B) an increase in rail yard activity of
at lease 100 percent (measured by carload activity), or (€) an average increase in truck traffic of
more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road
segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions. For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. §
10901 (or § 10505) to construct a new line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned
line, only the eight train a day provision in sub-section (5)(1)(A) will apply. (ii) If the proposed
action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act, and will result in either:
(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 petcent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an
increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line; (B) an increase in rail yard
activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity); or (C) an average increase in truck



traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road
segment, then state whether any expected incréased eémissions are within the parameters
established by the State Implementation Plan. However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C.
§ 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505), or a case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously
abandoned lin€; only the thrce train a day threshold in this item shall apply. (iii) If transportation
of ozone depleting materials (such as mtrogen oxide and freon) is contemplated, identify: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; saféty praclices (including any speed
restrictions); the applicant’s safety record {to. the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental.release
of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or derailment:

(1) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified
thresholds. |

(i) The proposed abandonment will not resu]t_ip meeting or exceeding the specified
thresholds.

(iii) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone deplecting

materials.

(6) Noise. If any of the thresholds identified in jitem (5)(i) of this section are surpassed,
state whether the proposed action will cause: (i) an incremental increase in noise leveis of three.
decibels Ldn or more; or (u) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, librarics, hospitals, residences, retirement
communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase for these
receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

Not applicable.

(7 Safety. (i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings). (ii) If hazardous materials are
expected to be transported, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether
chemicals are being transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds;
safety practices (including-any speed lestnctlons) the applicant's safety record (to the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental rclcasc of hazardous materials. (iii) If there
are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where thére have been known hazardous materials
spills on the right-of-way, identity the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials
involved.

(1) The proposed-abandonment will have no detrimental effects on public health and

safety. CSO has not operated over the Line in more than two years.



(ii) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of hazardous materials.
(iii) CSO is not aware of any known hazardous waste sites or sites. where there have been
known hazardous materials.spills on the Line.

(8) Biological Resources. (i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, state whether the proposed action is likely to adverscly affect endangered or threatencd
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects. (ii) Statc whether
wildlife sanctuaries or refugés, National or State parks or forests will be affécted, and describe
any effects. ‘

(i) CSO does not believe that the proposed action is likely to adversely atfect endangered
or threatened species or areas deéignatcd aé a critical habitat. CSO notificd the-U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (“USF&W™) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated November 30, 2011,
and requested assistance in determining whet.her the proposed abandonment will adversely affect
endangered or threatcned species or areas designated as a critical habitat. See Exhibit 2. A copy
of this Report was supplicd to the USF&W for its information and-further comment.

(i) While Stony Brook I;ark is near the Line, CSQ does not believe any wildlife
sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests would be adversely affected by the
proposed abandonment.

CSO notified the National Parks Service of the proposed abandonment by letter dated
November 30,2011, and rcquested assistance in‘identifying any potential cffects on wildlife
sanctuarics or rcfuges, National or State parks or forests. See Exhibit 2. To date, no response to
this request has been received. A copy of this Report has been supplied to the National Park
Service for its information and comment:

(9) Water. (i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable chieral, State or local water quality standards.
Describe any inconsistencies. (ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,

state whether permits under.section 404 of'the Clean Water-Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are required
for the proposed action and whcther any designated wetlands or 100-ycar tlood plains will be



atfected. Describe the effects. (iii) State whether permits under scction 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

(i) CSO is confident that the proposed abandonment will be consistent with applicable
water quality standards. CSO contacted the Connecticut Department of Environmental
Protection (“CDEP”) and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (“USEPA”™) by
letters dated November 30, 2011. See.Exhibit 2. ‘To date, no response to this request has been
received. A copy of this Report has been supplied to the CDEP and USEPA Tor their
information and comment.

(ii) CSO believes that no permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act are required
for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be
affected by the proposed abandonment. Upon receiving abandonment authority, removal of
material will be accomplished by use of the.right-of-way for access, along with existing public
crossings. No new access roads are contemplated. CSO does not intend to disturb any of the
underlying roadbed or perform any activities that would cause sedimentation or erosion of the.
soil, and does not anticipate any dredging or use of fill in the removal of the tra¢k material. The
crossties and/or other debris will be transported awa‘y. from the Line and will not be discarded
along the right-of-way nor be placed or left in streams-or wetlands, or along the banks of such
waterways. Also, during track removal, appropriate measures will be implemented:to prevent or
control spills from fuels, lubricants or any other pollutant materials from entering any
waterways. Based upon this course of action, CSO docs not belicve a permit under Scction 404
of the Clean Water Act will be required.

CSO contacted the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.by letter dated November 30, 2011 and
has reccived no response to date. See Exhibit 2. A copy of this Report has been supplied to the

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for its information and comment.



(iit) CSO believes that no permit under section 402 of the Clcan Water Act would be
required for the abandonment. CSO contacted the CDEP and the USEPA by letter dated
November XX, 2011. See'Exhibit2. A copy of this Re;porf has been supplied to the CDEP and
USEPA for their information and further comment.

(10) Proposed Mitigation. Describc any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse
environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

CSO does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed abandonment
and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions. CSO will, of course, adhere to any

remedial actions required by the Board.



HISTORIC REPORT
1. A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently detailed
to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action) showing the
location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad
structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the proposed action;
U.S. Geological Survey Maps have been supplied to the Connecticut Historic
Preservation Office. See Exhibit 3.

2. A written description of the right.of way (including approximatewidths, to the cxtent
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics.of the surrounding area;

The 2.4 mile right-of-way averages 80 feet wide-and consists of 22.85 of land. The Line
begins at milepost 2.0 just west of S. Main St. The Line moves northwest, crossing over Suffield
St. North of Suffield St. the Line turns duc north crossing South St. (State Highway 75) and
running along Stony Brook Park crossing over Stony Brook west of Cains Pond and ending at
milepost 4.4, just south of Mountain Rd.

3. Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad
structures on the property that are-50 years old or older and of the immediately surrounding area;

There are 2 bridges on the property that are 50 years old or older. CSO intends to leave
the ballast, bridges. and culverts intact for trail use. Therefore, CSO will not be removing any of
the bridges on the Line. CSO will only remove the track a-nd materials from the bridges, but will
leave the bridges in place for trail use. See Exhibi! 4 for photographs.

4. The date(s) of construction,of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major
alterations, to the extent such information is known;

CSO does not know the dates of:construction for the 2 bridges. The Bridge at milepost
2.79 crosses Suffield St. and the other Bridge crosscs Stony Brook west of Cains Pond. CSO
believes the bridges are typical and not historically significant.

5. A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of what,
if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action;



The last shipper on the Line, Loreno Lumber hds.not used the Line sirice July of 2009.
CSO has not servéd any shippers on the Line since Jli!y' 0f 2009. The proposcd abandonment
will not result in a change of operation si;1ce there is no demand for rail service. CSO expects to
salvage the track and materials.

CSO acquired the Line from.Consolidated Rail Corporation in September 1996.'

6. A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as enginecring
drawings, that might be uscful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic;

CSO possesses valuation maps and track charts of the Line, but is not aware of any other

documentation in its possession.

7. An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to
whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for 11stmg on the National Register of [listoric
Places (36 C.F.R. 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological resources or any other
previously unknown historic propertics in the project area, and the basis for these opinions
(including any consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies
or universities);

CSO believes that there are no archeological resources or other railroad related historic
properties in the project area.

8. A-description (based on readily available infoimation in the railroad's possession) of”
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions (naturally
occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of resources (such as
swampy conditions or the presence of toxic waste), and'the surrounding terrain.

Based dn a review of its records, CSO believes that.there are no known subsurface
ground disturbances or fill, or environmental conditions that might affect the archeological

recovery of any potential resources.

9. Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer
may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad owned

Y Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc—Acquisition and Operation Exemption—Lines of
Consolidated Rail Corporation, STB Finance Docket No. 33120 (STB served Sept 27,1996)


http://uscfi.il

properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-way: photographs
of specified propertics that can be readily seen from the railroad right-of-way (or other public
rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written description of any previously discovered
archeological sites, identifying the location and type of the site (i.e. prehistoric or native
American).

CSO does not foresee the likelihood that any additional information will need to be
supplied in association with the proposed abandonment other than that information previously
submitted. But, if any additional information is requested, CSO will promptly supply the
necessary information.

CSO contacted the’Connecticut:Historic Preservation Office (“CHPO™) See Exhibit 2.

No response has been received. A copy of this Report has been mailed to CHPO.



EXHIBIT 1 - MAP
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EXHIBIT 2 - LETTERS



LAW OFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER, LLC.

Louss E. GrroMER 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUITE 301

Lou@Igraillaw.com TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022
{410) 296-2250 » (202) 466-6532

MELANIE B. YASBIN ' FAX (410) 332-0885

Melanie@lgraillaw.com November 30, 2011

410-296-2285

Connecticut Intcrgovernmental Review Coordinator Budget and Financial Division
Office of Policy Managefnent

450 Capital Avenue

Hartford , CT 06106-1308

RE: Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X) Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Hartford County, CT

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about December 20, 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
‘Board (“STB”) a notice of exemption seeking authority CSO to abandon 2.4 miles of line
milepost 2.0 and milepost 4.4, on Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.’s (“CSO”) Suffield
Subdivision in . Hartford County, CT (“Line”).

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected envirorirhental and historic cffécts, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysns of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of
Environmental Analysis (OEA) Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S.W., Washington,
DC 20423, telcphone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X).

Because the applicable statutes and rcgulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to OEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB jn evaluating the
cnvironmental impacts of the contemplated action.. [f there are any questlons concemmg this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Melanie
B. Yasbin who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at
Melanie@lgraillaw.com, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore
Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204. '

Smcerely yours, K

,%’:zn/-%

Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.
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LAwW OFFICES OF
Louls E. GITOMER, LLC.

600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUITE 301
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022
(410) 296-2250 » (202) 466-6532

FAX {410) 332-0885

Louis E. GITOMER
Lou@Ilgraitlaw.com

MELANEE B. YASBIN
Melanie@|graillaw.com November 30, 2011
410-296-2 '

Natural Resources Conservation Service
344 Marrow Road
Tolland , CT 06084

RE: Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X) Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Hartford County, CT

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about December 20, 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB") a notice of exemption sceking authority CSO to abandon 2.4 miles of line
milepost 2.0 and milepost 4.4, on Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.’s (“CSO”) Suffield
Subdivision in Hartford County, CT (“Line”).

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
acfion and any expected envitonmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this report so'that you may review the information that will form the basis for-
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of
Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surface 1ransportation Board, 395 E Strect, S.W., Washington;
DC 20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to OEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any qucst:ons concemmg this
proposal, please contact our representative dircctly. Our representative in this matter is Melanie
B. Yasbin who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at
Melanie@lgraillaw.com, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore
Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204.

Smcerely yours, /
// 4 —Z /

Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for.Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.

Enclosures
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LAw OFFICES QF
Louss E. GITOMER, LLC.

Louis E. GITOMER 600 BALTIMORE AVENUF, SUITE 301
Lou@Igraillaw.com TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022
: (410) 296-2250 » (202) 466-6532
MELANIE B. YASBIN FAX (410) 332-0885
g’fcla"iF@lﬁréniﬂifw.com November 30, 201 1
10-296-22 gastal Management Program

Office of Long Island Sound Programs
Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse
Department of Environmental Protection

70 Elm Street

Hartford, CT 06106-5127

RE:  Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X) Connecticut Southern Railroad, Ine—
Abandonment Exemption—in Hartford County, CT

Dear Selectman Frenaye:

On or about December 20, 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB”) a notice of cxemption seeking authority CSO to abandon 2.4 miles of line
milepost 2.0 and milepost 4.4, on Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.’s (*CSO”) Suffield
Subdivision in Hartford County, CT-(“Line”).

Attached is a Combinéd Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information-is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of
Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S.W., Washington,
DC 20423, teléphone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket-No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
thi§ action, your written comments to OEA (with a copy to our represcntative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in cvaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concering this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Melanie
B. Yasbin who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at *
Melanie@lgraillaw.com, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore
Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204.

Sincerely yours,

Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.

Enclosures
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LAw OFFICES OF
Louls:E. GITOMER, LLC.

Lours E. GrtomMER 500 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUITE 301
Lou@Igraillaw.com TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022
(410) 296-2250 - (202) 466-6532

MELANIE B. YASBIN FAX (410) 332-0885

Melanie@lgraillaw.com November 30, 2011
410-296-2285

Connecticut Dei:artment of Environmental Protection
Office of Long Island Sound Program 79 Elm Street
Hartford, CT 06106

RE:  Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X) Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.—
Abandonment Exempfion—in Hartford County, CT

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about December 20; 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB”) a notice of exemption seeking authority CSO to abandon 2.4 miles of line
“‘milepost 2.0 and milepost 4.4, on Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.’s (“CSO") Suffield
Subdivision in Hartford County, CT (“Line”).

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected cnvironmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of
Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S.W., Washington,
DC 20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your writtcn comments to OEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this
proposal, please contact our represcntative directly. Our representative in this matter is Melanie
B. Yasbin who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at
Melanie@lgraillaw.com, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore
Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD21204.

Sincerely yours,

%ﬁ/ﬂ o

Melanie B. Yasbm
Attorney for Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.

Enclosures
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LAw OFFICES OF
Louss E. GITOMER, LLC.

Louis E. GITOMER 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUITE 301
Lou@lgraillaw.com TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022
) (410) 296-2250 » (202) 466-6532

MELANIE B. YASBIN FAX (410) 332-0885

Melanie@lgraillaw.com November 30, .20 1
410-296-2 .

Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection
79 Elm Street
Hartford, CT 06106

RE:  Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No._ 2X) Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Hartford County, CT

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about December 20, 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
JBoard (“STB™) a notice of exemption seeking authority CSO to abandon 2.4 miles of line
milepost 2.0 and milcpost 4.4, on-Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.’s (“CSO”) Suffield
Subdivision in Hartford County, CT (“Line”).

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected area:
We arc providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is.
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of
Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S.W., Washington,
DC 20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this'action, your written comments to OEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
apprcciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this
proposal, please contact our rcpresentative directly. Our represeritative in this matter is Melanie
B. Yasbin who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at
Melanie@lgraillaw.com, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LI.C, 600 Baltimore
Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204,

Sincerely yours,
A2 2 =T

Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.

Enclosures


mailto:Lou@lgraillaw.com
mailto:Melanie@lHaillaw.com
mailto:Melanie@lgraillaw.com

LAwW OFFICES OF
Lours E. GITOMER, LLC.

Louis E. GITOMER 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUITE 301
Lou@Igraillaw.com TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022
’ (410) 296-2250 » {202) 466-6532

MELANIE B. YASBIN FAX (410) 332-0885
Melanie@lgraillaw.com November 30, 2011
410-296-2205

EPA

Region I

1 Congress Street .
Boston, MA 02114-2032

RE:  Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X) Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.—
Abandonment: Exemption—in Hartford County, CT

Dear Madam/Sir:

. On or about December 20, 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB") a notice of exemption seeking authority CSO to abandon 2.4 miles of line
milepost 2.0 and milepost 4.4, en Connecticut. Southern Railroad, Inc.’s (“CSQ”) Suffield
Subdivision in Hartford County, CT (“Linc”).

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic:effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
thc STB's independent environmental analysis of. this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pemnent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of
Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S.W., Washington,
DC 20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to OEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3-weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluatmg the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questlons concernmg this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Melanic
B. Yasbin who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at
Melanie@lgraillaw.com, or mail at Law Office$ of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore
Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204.

Sincerely yours,
’% 2 —"/
Melanie B: Yasbin

Attorney for Connecticut Southern Rallroad Inc.
Enclosures


mailto:Lou@lgraillaw.com
mailto:Melanie@lgraillaw.com
mailto:Melanie@lgraillaw.com

LAw OFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER, LLC.

Louis E. GITOMER 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUITE 301
Lou@Igraillaw.com TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022
T {410) 296-2250 « (202) 466-6532

MELANIE B. YASBIN FAX (410) 332-0885

Melanie@lgraillaw.com November 30, 2011
410-296-2285 ’

U.S. National Park Service

Northeast Regmn

U.S. Custom House 200 Chestnut Street, Fifth-Floor

Philadelphia, PA 19106

RE:  Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X) Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Hartford County, CT

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about December 20, 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB") a notice of exemption secking authority CSO to abandon 2.4 miles of line
‘milepost 2.0 and milepost 4.4, on Connccticut Southern Railroad, Inc.’s (“CSQO”) Suffield
Subdivision in Hartford County, CT (“Line™).

Attached is 2 Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this feport so that you may review the-information that will form. the basis for
the STB's independent environmental andlys1s of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or.if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of
Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surface’ Transportatlon Board, 395 E Street, S.W., Washington,
DC 20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-979 (Sub No. 2X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing.
this action, your written comments to OEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the:
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questlons conceming this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Qur representative in this matter is Melanie
B. Yasbin who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at
Melanie@lgraillaw.com, or mail at L.aw Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore
Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204

Sincerely yours,
7 /3--:..,/4;//

Melanie B. Yasbin,
Attorney for Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.

Enclosures


http://lgraillaw.com
mailto:Melanie@lgraillaw.com
mailto:Melanie@lgraillaw.com

LAW OFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER, LLC.

Louts E. GITOMER 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUTTE 301
Lou@lgraillaw.com "TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022
’ {410) 296-2250 + (202) 466-6532

MELANIE B. YASBIN FAX (410) 3320885

Melanic@lgraillaw.com November 30, 2011
410-296-295
U.S. National Park Service
Northeast Region
U.S. Custom House 200 Chestnut Street, Fifth Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106

RE: Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. fZX) Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Hartford County, CT

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about December 20, 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB”) a notice of exemption seekmg authority CSO to abandon 2.4 miles of line
_milepost'2.0 and milépost 4:4, on. ‘Connecticut Souther Railroad; Inc.'s ("CSO”) Suffild
Subdivision in Hartford County, CT (“Line™).

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's indcpendent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertment mfomlatlon is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of
Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S.W., Washington,
DC 20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-979 (Sub No. 2X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to OEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 wecks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are’any questions concerning this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Melanie
B. Yasbin who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at
Melanie@lgraillaw.com, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore
Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204,

Sincerely yours, .

Melanie B. Yasbin:
Attorney for Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.

Enclosures


mailto:Lou@lgraillaw.com
mailto:Melanic@lgraillaw.com
mailto:Melanie@lgraillaw.com

L.aw OFFICES QF

Louis E. GITOMER, LLC.

600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUTTE 301
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022
(410) 296-2250 » (202) 466-6532

PAX (410) 332-0885

Louis E. GITOMER
Lou@Igraillaw.com

MELANIE B. YASBIN
Melanie@Igraillaw.com November 30, 2011
410-296-22@5

Connccticut Historical Commission
Commission on Culture & Tourism
State Historic Preservation Office
One Constitution Plaza, Second Floor
Hartford, CT 06103

RE:  Docket'No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X) Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption-—in Hartford County, CT

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about December 20, 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB”) a noticé of exemption seeking authority CSO to abandon 2.4 miles of line
milepost 2.0 and milepost 4.4, on Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.’s (“CSO") Suffield
Subdivision in Hartford County, CT (“Line”).

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any éxpected environmental and historic-effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We.are. prov:dmg this report so that you;may-review the information that will form the basis for.
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceedmg If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of
Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S.W., Washington,
DC 20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to thie above Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X). .

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this actién, your written coiments to OEA'(With & copy to-our representauve) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluafmg the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action: If there areany questions concerniing this
proposal, please contact our representatwe dlrectly Qur repredentative in this matter is Melanie,
B: Yasbin who may’ be contacted by telephonc at. 410—296-2205 -email at
Melame@lgralllaw ¢Grm;/or mail af Law:Offices:of Louis E. Gnomer, LLC, 600 Balumore
Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204.

Sincerely yours,
227 8 ﬁ/l/

Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Connecticut Southemn Railroad, Inc.
Enclosures


mailto:Lou@lgraillaw.com
mailto:Melanie@lgraillaw.com

LAw OFFICES, OF
Lours E. GITOMER, LLC.

Louis B. GITOMER 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUITE 301
Lou@Igraillaw.com . TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022
(410)296-2250 « (202) 466-6532

MELANIE B. YASBIN FAX {410) 332-0885
Melanie@Igraillaw.com . November 30, 2011

410-296-2205
Town of Suffield
First Selectman Tom Frenayc
83 Mountain Road
Suffield, CT 06078

RE': Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X) Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.—
Abandonment Exémption—in Hartford County, CT

Dear Selectman Frenaye:

On or about December 20, 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB") a notice of exemption seeking authority CSO to abandon 2.4 miles of line
milepost 2.0 and milepost 4.4, on Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.’s (“CSO”) Suflield
Subdivision in Hartford County, CT (“Line™).

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing thig report'so that yot may reviéw ths information that will form the basis for-
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this procecding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertlnent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about-the STB's environmental review process; please contact the Office of
Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S.W., Washington,
DC 20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to OEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in cvaluating the
environmental impacts of the conlemplated action. If there are any questions concernmg this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Melanie.
B. Yasbin who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at
Melanie@lgraillaw.com, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore
Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204.

Sincerely yours,

727 & 2

Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.

Enclosures


mailto:Loii@lgraillaw.com
mailto:Melanie@lgiaillaw.com
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LAw OFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER, LLC.

600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUTTE 301
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022
(410) 296-2250 + (202) 466-6532

FAX (410) 332-0885

Louts E. GITOMER
Lou@lgraillaw.com

MELANIE B. YASBIN
Melanie@Igraillaw.com November 30, 2011,
410-296-2285.

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
New England District

696 Virginia Road

Concord, MA 01742-2751

RE: Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X) Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.—
Abandunment Exemption—in,Hartford County, CT

Dear Madam/Sir:

\ On or about December 20, 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB") a notice of exemption seeking authority CSO to abandon 2.4 miles of line
milepost 2.0 and milepost 4.4, on Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.’s (“CSO”) Suffield
Subdivision in Hartford County, CT (“Linc”).

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing.the proposed
action and any expected environmental and-historic effects, as well as maps of the affected arca.
We are providing this report.so that you may feview the infortation that will Toirii the.basis for”
the STB's independent cnvironmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of
Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surfacc Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S. W., Washington,
DC 20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No 2X).

Because the applicablc statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to OEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contcmplated action. [f there are any questions concerning this
proposal, pleasé contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Melanie
B. Yasbin who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at
Melanie@lgraillaw.com, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore
Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204,

Sincerely yours,

P2y %2

Melanie B: Yasbin.

Attorney for Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.
Enclosures


http://lgraillaw.com
mailto:Melanie@lgraillaw.com
mailto:Melanle@lgraillaw.com

LAw OFFICES OF

Louis E. GITOMER, LLC.

600 BALTIMORE AVENUE. SUITE 301

Louts E. GITOMER
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022

Lou@Igraillaw.com

{410) 296-2250 + (202) 466-6532
MELANIE B. YASBIN FAX (410) 332-0885
Melanie@Igraitlaw.com November 30, 2011
410-296-205"

U.S. National Geodetic Survey

National Oceanic and. Atmospheric Administration, Geodetic Services Division
Room 9292, NGS/12

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910

RE: Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X) Connecticiu Southern Railroad, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Hartford County, CT

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about December 20, 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
_Board (“STB”) a notice of exemption seeking authority CSO to abandon 2.4 miles of line
‘milepost 2.0 and milepost 4.4, on Connecticut Southiern Railroad, Inc.’s (“CSO™) Suffield
Subdivision in Hartford County, CT'(“Line”).

Attached is 2 Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this.report so that you may. teview the information that will form.the basis for,
the STB's independent environmental analysxs of this proceeding, If any of the mfonmatlon is
misleading or incorrect, if'you believe that pertment information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental teview process, please contact the Office of:
Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 T Street; S.W., Washington,
DC 20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to OEA (with a copy to our representatlve) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there areany questlon.s conccmmg this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Melanie
B. Yasbin who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, cmail at
Melanie@lgraillaw.com, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore
Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204.

Sincerely yours,
P2y i

Melanie B. Yasbm
Attorney for Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.

Enclosures


mailto:Lou@IgraillaW.com
mailto:Melanie@lzTaiIlaw.com
mailto:Melanie@lgraillaw.com

LAw OFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER, LLC.

600 BALTIMORE AVENUE, SUITE 301

Louts E. GITOMER
p TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022

Lou@]lgraillaw.

ou@lgraillaw.com (410) 296-2250 « (202) 466-6532
MELANIE B. YASBIN FAX (410) 332-0885
Melanie@lgraillaw.com November 30: 2011
410-296-2 m ;

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
300 West Gate Center. Drive
Hadley, MA 01035-9589

RE: Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X) Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption~in Hartford County, CT

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about December 20, 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB”) a notice of exemption seeking authority CSO to abandon 2.4 miles of line
milepost 2.0 and milepost 4.4, on Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.’s (“CSO™) Suffield
Subdivision in Hartford County, CT (“Line”).

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect; if you believe that pertment information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of
Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S.W., Washington,
DC 20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-979 (Sub-No. 2X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to OEA-(with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questxons concemmg this
proposal, please-contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Melanie
B. Yasbin who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at
Melanie@lgraillaw.com, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore
Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204.

Sincerely yours,

r e fﬁ*«;/,//
Melanie B., Yasbin
Attorney for. Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.

Enclosures


mailto:Lou@lgraillaw.com
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EXHIBIT 3 — USGS -MAP
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EXHIBIT 4
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