
BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

IOWA RIVER RAILROAD, INC.

ABANDONMENT AND
DISCONTINUANCE EXEMPTION
IN MARSHALL AND
HARDIN COUNTIES. IOWA

STB DOCKET NO. AB-1072X

COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL
AND HISTORIC REPORT

Applicant, Iowa River Railroad, Inc., hereby submits the following information pursuant to

49 C.F.R. Part 1 105:

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives -

(i) The proposed action is an exemption proceeding described as involving the

discontinuance of operations and physical abandonment of a line of railroad

between Milepost 209.00 and Milepost 243.35 (at or near Marshalltown,

lowa), all within Marshall and Hardin Counties, Iowa, a distance of

approximately 34.35 miles (the "Line").

(i ) :::,T :;,"Tff 'f:TilJ::JT#ffi :::"::il'::ffi:1"",:::l
substantial operating losses, track rehabilitation costs, and opportunity

costs unless the Line was to be abandoned. A copy of detailed maps of the

rail Line to be abandoned are attached hereto pursuant to the provisions of 49

C.F.R I105.7(eX1).  (Exhibi t  "A").

(2) Transportation System -
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(3)

(i) The proposed abandonment will have minimal effect on existing regional or

local transportation systems or patterns. Only 192 carloads were transported

over the Line during 2010 of which 155 cars were shipped for two of the

shareholder/owners of Applicant (a remaining 37 cars were shipped during

2010 by a non-affiliated shipper located in Eldora, Iowa). Those rail

shipments would be diverted to truck or to truck-rail transportation.

Land Use -

To the best of Applicant's knowledge, and based upon consultation with the

local county governments, the proposed abandonment is consistent with

regional and local land use plans. It is possible that, following abandonment,

portions of the land underlying the Line may be converted to a recreational

trail.

The proposed abandonment would have no effect on prime agricultural

land. The Line is primarily in a rural setting. Removal of trackage from

the Line should not have any effect on prime agricultural land. Based upon

consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, there are no prime

agricultural lands within the right of way that would be adversely affected by

the proposed action.

(iii) There are no designated wetlands or 1O0-year flood plains which would

adversely affected, although there may be some wetlands which could

found outside the railroad rieht-of-way boundaries.

Portions of the rail Line right-of-way may be suitable for alternative public

use such as a recreational trail.

(i)

(ii)

be

be

4.

(iu)

Energy -



(i & ii) The proposed abandonment will have no major adverse effect on the

development or transportation of energy resources, or on the movement

and/or recovery of recvclable commodities.

(iii & iv)The proposed abandonment will not cause a diversion of traffic from rail to

motor carriers in excess of 1,000 cars per year nor will it divert in excess of

an average of 50 rail cars per mile per year for all or a portion of the Line.

As a result, no energy calculations were made.

(s) Air -

fhe proposed abandonment will not result in a) a minimum increase in rail

traffic of 50% of three (3) trains per day or (b) an increase in rail yard

activity of 20% as measured in carload activity. The proposed action will

not cause an increase in motor carrier traffic of either fifty (50) vehicles per

day or an increase in truck traffic on a given highway segment. Class 1, or

non-attainment areas, are not affected, and there should be no increase in rail

yard activity.

(6) Noise -

No threshold identified in item 5 (i) of 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 is surpassed.

Safety -

The proposed abandonment will have no major effect on public health or

safety. There are no known hazardous waste sites or spills on or along the

Line. Because existing rail crossings of public and private grade crossings

will be able to be removed the proposed abandonment will have a

beneficial effect on public health and safety.

(7)



(8) Biological Resources -

(i & ii) Based upon consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, it is not

anticipated that any long term, adverse effects on endangered species or

critical habitats would result, and no wildlife sanctuaries, state parks, or

refuges will be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment.

Water -(e)

(i) Based upon consultation with the State of Iowa Water Quality Officials, the

proposed abandonment is consistent with applicable federal, state and/or

local water quality standards.

(ii & "Hffi;:#:::J[T:'ffi d::i#ffi .T:: i;"-"*1"
:ff :fi ffi::, :" iT#i :T :H"":il )"H::;:H;. "):
anticipated plans for salvage operations include the removal of all ties,

bridge decking materials, rail and track fastenings. Material which cannot be

reused elsewhere will be sold for scrap. Grade crossings restoration will be

pursuant to local highway jurisdictional requirements. Bridges will not be

removed especially in light of the right-of-way's anticipated future use as a

recreational trial. Box culverts are left in place to facilitate drainage.

(10) Proposed Mitigation -

(i) Because there should be no adverse environmental impacts from the

proposed abandonment of the rail Line, there are no actions which are to be

taken to mitigate nonexistent impacts.



(ii) No culturally signifrcant locations, archaeological sites, or unique land forms

are affected. Salvaging of an abandoned line is confined to limits of the

right-of-way and it is unlikely that any archaeological sites in or adjacent to

the Line segment would be affected, since there are no major excavations

anticipated during salvage operations.

Correspondence received from local, state or federal agencies which have

reviewed this matter is attached, marked Exhibit tfB' and incorporated

herein by this reference.

(11) Other -



HISTORIC REPORT

49 c.F.R. Q 1105.8 (d)

(1) A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently

detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action) showing the

location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad structures

that are 50 years old or older and are part of the proposed action;

Response: The required topographic map is attached to this Report as

Appendix l.

A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths to the(2)

extent known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding area;

Response: The right-of-way is generally less than 100 feet wide. It is located

entirely within Hardin County, Iowa, which has a population of approximately 1 8,81 2, and Marshall

County, Iowa which has a population of approximately 39,259. The surrounding area is primarily

rural in nature.

(3) Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad

structures on the properly that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately surrounding area.

Response: There are four (4) railroad-owned structures which Applicant believes

are 50 years old or older. Photographs of the bridges on the Line arc attached as Appendix2.

(4) The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and the extent of any

major alternations to the extent such information is known.

Response: Unknown.



(5) A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of what,

if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action;

Response: The history of the Line commences in 1866 during which the

Eldora Railroad and Coal Company constructed a rarl line from approximately one mile north of

Eldora, Iowa to Ackley, Iowa for the purpose of transporting coal from the Coal Bank Hill area

in the Iowa River valley near Eldora to the connection at Ackley of an east-west railroad, then

known as the Dubuque & Sioux City Railroad (which later became the Illinois Central Railroad).

After the original Eldora-Ackley rail line was constructed the Line was extended between 1868

and 1870 both to the north to Northwood, Iowa and south to Marshalltown, Iowa where it

connected with the Chicago & North Western Railroad ("CNW"). The ownership of the Line

went through several name changes during the early years: 'Central Railroad of Iowa',, 'Central

Iowa Railroad'and'Iowa Central Railroad'. The Iowa Central line served the communities of

Steamboat Rock. Eldora, Gifford, Union, Liscomb, Albion and Marshalltown, Iowa.

Later, the Line became part of an expanded north-south route between Minneapolis/St. Paul,

Minnesota and Kansas City, Missouri. Iowa Central Railroad and the Minneapolis & St. Louis

Railroad Company ("M&StL") merged on January 7, 1912 with M&SIL being the surviving

carrier. Passenger service on the Line by M&SIL ended in the mid 1950's.

A copy of the Iowa Central Railroad system from the late 1890s follows:



Chicago and North Western Railway Company ("CNW") purchased the M&SIL on November 1,

1960 and the subject Line was deeded to CNW at that time.

In 1983 CNW acquired from the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Company ("CRIP") the parallel

CRIP north-south main line and thereafter, CNW rerouted its Minneapolis-Kansas City traffic over

that CRIP "Spine Line" and the CNW's north-south former M&SIL main line was reduced to local

service only. CNW then abandoned much of the former Iowa Central/M&Stl line, parts of which

were either scrapped or "railbanked".

CNW was acquired by Union Pacific Railroad Corporation ("UP") in 1995.



On March 3,2006, Applicant, Iowa River Railroad, Inc. was organtzed as an Iowa corporation

by shippers with facilities located adjacent to the Line. Applicant purchased the Line from UP

on June 16,2006.

(6) A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering

drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic;

Response: There are no drawings available.

(7) An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to

whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic

Places (36 C.F.R.. 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological resources or any other

previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and the basis for these opinions

(including any consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies or

universities);

Response: There would be no adverse effects. The Line does not include any

stations or sidings where historically or architecturally significant company constructed-buildings

exist.

Abandonment of the right-of-way and possible leveling of the grade would not affect any

archaeological evidence since the property would only be returned to its original usage. Any

alterations to the property would have been done during the original construction of the rail Line.

(8) A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of

any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fiIl, environmental conditions (naturally

occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of resources (such as swampy

conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and the surrounding terrain.

Response: None.



(9) Within 30 days of receipt of the Historic Report, the State Historic Preservation Officer

may request the following additional information regarding specified nonrailroad owned properties

or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-way. Photographs of specified

properties that can be readily seen from the railroad right-of-way (or other public right-of-way

adjacent to the property) and a written description of any previously discovered archeological sites,

identifring the locations and type of the site (i.e., prehistoric or native American).

Response: Not applicable.

T. Scott Bannister
Counsel lbr Iowa River Railroad, Inc.

Respectfully submitted,

1 0



CERTIFICATION PIJRSUANT TO 49 C.F.R. 1 105.7(c)

Iowa River Railroad, Inc., by and through its authorized representative, T. Scott Bannister,

certifies that on January 17 , 2012, copres of the draft Environmental and Historical Reports were

sent by first class mail to the following agencies:

Mayor Jim Daggs
City Hall
208 State Street
Ackley, IA 50601

Mayor
Steamboat Rock City Hall
512 Market St.
Steamboat Rock, lA 50672

Mayor James R. Brown
Eldora City Hall
1442 Washington Street
E,ldora, lA 50627

Marshall County Board of Supervisors
Marshall County Courthouse
I E Main St
Marshall town, IA 50158

Mayor Gene Beach
24 N. Center St.
Marshall town. IA 50158

Iowa Department of Economic Development
(State Clearinghouse)
Division of Community Progress
200 East Grand Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50309

United States Army Corps of Engineers
Mississippi Val ley Division
1400 Walnut Street
P. O. Box 80
Vicksburg, MS 391 8l

US Fish and Wildlife Service-Region 3
One Federal Drive, BHW Federal Building

Ft. Snell ing, MN 551 I I

1 1



National Park Service - Midwest Reeion
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha,  NE 68102

USDA-NRCS
693 Federal Bui lding
210 Walnut Street
Des Moines, IA 50309

US EPA - Region 7
901 N. 5th Street
Kansas City, KS 66101

Iowa Department of Natural Resources
Environmental Protection Division
Wallace State Office Building
502 East 9th Street
Des Moines,  IA 50319

NOAA -National Geodetic Survey
Geodetic Services Division
Room 9292. NGS/12
1315 East-West Hwy
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

Iowa State Historical Society
Review and Compliance
600 East Locust Street
Des Moines, IA 503 l9

Dated: March 27,2012

Scorr BnN

L2



EXHIBIT 6'A''

Map of the Line
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EXHIBIT['668''

RESPONSES TO DRAFT ENVIROMI]NTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT



Scott Bannister

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

> for

> described.

> consult with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) at least 90 days prior

> to beginning salvage activities that will disturb, or destroy any

> geodetic station

> at http://geodesy.noaa.gov/marks/railroadsi

t----l------l-
t----l------l-l-----------l-------------l--------------l----l-'---------

No Stations Found.

Simon Monroe [simon. monroe@noaa.gov]
Thursday, March 08, 2012 3:29 PM
sba n n ister@iowa no rthern. com
Surface Transportation Board; Surveyorlady@yahoo.com; Gilbert Mitchell; Simon Monroe
NGS Response, STB Docket AB-1 072X
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Fields of Opportunities S T A T E  O F  I O W A
Trnnv  E.  Bnnrusrno ,  GovERNoR
Krr"r  REvruoLDS, Lr.  GovERNoR

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
R o c E n  L .  L n r u o e .  D r R E c r o R

February 1 3, 20 1 2

T Scott Bannister & Associates
Attn: T Scott Bannister
1 1 1 5 6 ' h S t
Des  l v lo ines  IA  50312

RE: Environmental Revierv
Docket  Nc.  AB- 1 072 X

for Natural Resources
iou,3 River  Rai l load Inc

lvlarshal l  and Hardin Counn'
Sect ion .  Tow'nship
Var ious locat ions

N. Ran_9e

Dear Mr. Barrnister.

TSank y,ou for invit ing Department comntent on the inrpact of this project. The Depaftntent has searched

fbr records of rare species and signif icant natural cornmunit ies in the project area and found Ito site-

specif ic records that rvould be irnpacted b,v this project. Hor,vever. these records and data are not the restt l t

o f  thorough f ie ld  surveys.  I f  l is ted species or  rare communi t ies are found dur ins the p lannine or

construction phases, addit ional studies and/or r l i t igat ion mav be required.

This letter is a record of rel ierv for protected species. rare natural conl lLuti t ies. state lands altd r iaters i t t

the pro ject  area.  inc luding rev ieu 'by 'personnel  represent ing state parks.  preserves.  recreat io t - t  areas.

f is l ier ies and u, i ld l i fe  but  does not  inc lude comment  f rom the Enr  i ronmenta l  Serv ices Div is ion of  th is

Depaftrnent. This letter does not consti tute a permit,  Other pernti ts tnav be recl ir i red front the Depart l t tel l t

or other state or federal agencies before rvork begins on this project.

Apy cols t ruct iop act iy in  that  bares the soi l  o f  a l t  area greater thatr  or  equal  to  ot te  acre inc luding c lear i t l -e .

grading or  excavat ion ma) ' requi re a s tornr  \ \a ter  d ischarge penni t  f rorn the Depaf tment .  Constr t tc t ior t

act ivi t ies rnay include t l ie temporar) '  or pennanent storage of dredge material,  For tuore information

regard ing th is  rnat ter ,  p lease contact  Ruth Rosdar l  a t  (515)  281-6182.

The Depaf iment  adminis ters regulat ions that  per la in to  t i rg i t i re  dust  iAW Iowa Adminis t rat ive Code 567-

23.3(2) ;c . "  A l l  persons shal l  take reasonable precaut ions to prevent  the d ischarge of  v ' is ib le  e l t r iss ions of

fggi t iye dusts beyond the lo t  l ine of  propen) '  dur ing construct ion.  a l terat ion,  repai r ing or  demol ish ing of

bui ld ings,  br idges or  other  ver l ica l  s t ructures or  haLr l  roads.  Al l  quest io t is  regard ing f , t rg i t i r  e  dt rs t

reeulat ions should be d i rected to J i rn McGrarv at  (515)  242-5167

\\



Please reference the follorving

number assigned to this Project

IDNR Envirorulental Revier.v/Sovereign Land Program tracking

in ail future correspondence related to this project: 1021,

I f  you 6ar,,e questiols about this letter or require further inforuratiot l .  please contact me at (515) 281-

8961 .

S irrcerel l ' .

D iv i s ion

F iLE  COPY Kc l l \  Pm le

TrrckinS Number: 
-o: 

IConservation and Recreation

ctnz



D E P A , R T M E N T  O F  T H E  A R M Y
R O C K  I S L A N D  D I S T R I C T  C O R P S  O F  E N G I N E E R S

C L O C K  T O W E R  B U I L D I N G
P0  BOX 2004

ROCK ISLAND,  I LL INOIS  61204 .2004

. l i t t l L t a t ' t '  3  I  "  l ( )  I  I

I ' l i r n r  r i  n g .  f ) t ' t t g l ' L L t l l s .  i t l l c i

I ' r ' o  j  c c t  N / l l t t l i t g c : t ' t t c t t l  l ) i  v i s r o t l

N 4 r .  
' l ' .  

S c o L l  i J a l l t l t s l c l ' ,

CloLrnsel  f t r t '  iot i ' i l  l l i  i 'c t '

l l l - 5 ( r ' ' ' S t t ' e e l

D c s  t t r l o i t t c s .  i o t t ' l i  5 ( l i  i

i :sc1.
I ta i l r 'oac1. I r tc

2

Deat '  \z i r  Bal r l l ts le t ' :

I r .ecei r ,ec i  r roLu- le t ter .c ia tec l  Decer lbet '30.  lO10^ oonoeming l l 'oposecl  aLbai lc lo lmiet l i  o f  the

lo* , ,  l { i 'er - I {ar i r -oad 's  l ine locatec l  befu,een Acl i lev aucl  N4arshal l ior ' r ' t l .  lo t i 'a  ( \ ' l i lc l l t ls t  2 t )1 z i6  to

l4,t  35) f tocl i  ls lancl Distr- ict corps of Engineels staff t 'evieu'ecl the infomit l lol l  ) /oLl pfoYided

ancl have the fol lou't t lg col l l l l let l ts:

a. \ 'oLu-'r-o1losa1 cloes not invoive l toci i  is land DistLicl  achl i t l istel 'ecl lar ld: thel 'eiot 'e'

no ful. ther-R-oci i  Islancl Dtst l ict real estate coot 'clutat ion is uecessarl ' .  Hou'et 'er ' .  t i re iufol l lattou

sLr' ' i iecl u,us,ot sLrf l .rcieul to cletermine i f  the ploject u'ouicl affect t l ic N4at'sirzr l l tou't- t  Local Flood

pr.oiecrio, ' ,  pr-o1ecr. .{cldit ional ciet:r i is are neeclecl abor,r l  the erlcl l loi t l t  fol  ott t 'Et l lel 'gel lc\

\zl ;11121ge'rerl  Drvrsron Lo con-imerrt.  Piease contarct j \4s. Sarair .Jo1]es of oLti 'Ettre-t 'getlcr

N, iauage' te ' t  l ) i ' is ton by i , , , t i t i lg  to  the adcl t 'ess above. . r \ t tn :  N4s.  Sat ' ;Lh Jot les (CEI \4\ r l1-ET\4) '

YoLi  nra l '  a iso col lLact  N4s.  Jo l les b1 ' '  te lephot l ins 3() l ) "7c)1 :206 '

b.  \ ' .Lr r  pro- jecL.  as pro i rosecl .  c locs not  r - jqL l l r 'e  a DePnr ' l t t . ic t ' t 'L  o l ' thc. { t - t l l r  Scct tot l

4()- l  1ter. ' t i t  \ \ ic ' taclc this cleLeltr inatton becetrse at this t i r tre t irc 1)1'ol losed i l |o. ject cloes t lol

i r . r i r , : : r rc  c1rs. - :h :u.ge of  c1r 'ec lgecl  or ' f i11 nr :LLel j : r l  i l l r - ,  u ' i t l . , : t 's  c t l -11. 'e  I  l r l t lec i  St ; t1es l rnc: i r rc l i r tg

j  Lr i ' i  sc1 i  c t  i  or t l r l  u 'eL1 i t t tds )

c ,  
- fhe 

i : 'cc ler .a l  E,ntet .gel tcY N, lanascntent  ,Agerrcrr ' (FEN4A)s i loLr lc l  bc cro l l l i tc r tec l  to  l 'ec l r ' tes l

f lor rc1 ' l , iu  r r fbr -urar ion.  The FEN4r\  I ieg ion 7 Ol lce ac lc l t 'es-s is :  9221 \ \ ia l 'c l  Pat- i i tVar"  St t lLe 3( t ( t '

I i r r , s r rs  C t1 r .  N , l i ssour - t  ( )41  i ,1 -33 i2 .  \ ' ou  c i ' t n  l eac i r  l hen t  L tv  c : r l 1 l l l g  E16 ' lE3-7 ( t ( r l

c i .  
. 1 - i1s , {6u , ,  

l : u tc t  ge l t c r \ ' \ z in11 ;1gc11ep l  [ )n ' i s ion  shoLr l c l  L re  co t l l : t c t cc l  1o  dc lc t - l l l i t - t c  i f - the

l ) r .o ' ( )scc i  ' ro- jc :c l  r ' . r - rav inrpacl  iu 'cas c les isnatec i  ls  i lc loc l \ \ ' i l \ ' .  N ' i l '  . loh l r  \ \ raq l r l l l t r  is  the Icr r i ' l i

S t , i e  l l l Lzu r .c l  Nr i rL iga t ion ' i  ea l ' n  l -eac le r  i - l i s  ac ic l r ' css  i s :  71 ( l ' 5  N \ \ ' '  7 ( ) t ] 'AYc t t r t c '  ( ' i l l l l l l  I ) c t c igc -

t s L r i l c i i u r .  \ \ , 4 .  . l o i r n s L o n .  l o u ' a  - 5 0 1 i  I  Y o u  c u n  l c a c h  h i t l r  i r v  c a l l i r r u  5 1 5  7 1 5 - l l i  I



\ . . t i r c r -0 ( )ncc r -ns  sL r r iaccc l  c iLn ' i ns  oLr r ' t ' cv i c r , r , .  
' l ' i t an i i  

vc tL t  l o l ' t i l c  t l 1 l1 ' r c l t ' t i t t l t l r ' t c t  co l l l l l l c t l t

o r  \ ,oL r r -p r -oposa l .  I f  - r ,oL r  nccc l  n ro rc  in fc r rn l r l i on ,  1 t )c l t sc  ca l l  Nz l t ' ,  I t a t t c l - t ' I ( l - : r c r t l l l  o l ' oL t t '

I : r r r  i r c l r t l c l t t L t l  a t t t l  l t co t lo t l t i c  I J t ' a l r c i ' t ,  t c l c l l h t l l l  t  3 ( )9 l i ( )4 -51 i  4

Y . L , r , - r , f l r c l  a c i c l r L r o n a l  i n f i r i ' n r a l i o n  a b o L r t  t h c  I  o r y s '  I t o c l t  l s l a r l c l  I ) i s t l ' i o i  O t r  O L t l ' t | u l l s t l c  i t l

i r r l r r : / / *  r r , \ r . * \ , r - . r . r s 1 r c r . u r n r \ ' . n r i l  T o  f l n c l  o L r l  a b o L t t  o t h e t ' l ) i s l l i c l s  t v i t h i r l  L l l t '  ( ' O r ' 1 l t '  ) " ' t l  l l l i i - \

' r s i t .  h t l l t : / l l ' t v r r . r r s : r c r , . l r r r r r r ' . r n i l l i t i t o t r t / l ) i t g e s / l  , o c l t t i 0 l l s . l t S I ) x '

Q  i  r r  r ' , . ' t ' , '  I  t
J l  I  l v !

, i  f i
i : . .. l.
!'-- _ -. Z;i it. -: i.,- .-..
: / ! - -

n

hclr l3t l l  .1\ .  t l i " l l -1 '

Chief .  Et lv i rot- t l r le l l ta l  iLt lc l

Ecottourtc Bt'attcil



Uni ted States Depar tment  o f  Agr icu l ture

F t  f '  I D / ^ f
r  \  t \  l L l t  \

\ # /  t \ t \ \ * J
Natural  Resources Conservatton Service
2'10 Walnut Street Room 693
Des Motnes ,  lA  50309-2180

Januarv  18 ,2011

T. Scott  Bannister and Associates
11 1  561n St reet
Des  Mo ines ,  l owa  50312

RE:  Abandonment  o f  41 9  Mi les  Rai l road L ine

Dear  Mr .  Bannts ter :

between Marshal l town and Ackley, lowa

The issues wi th  the 100 year f lood p la in ,  loca l  land use and h is tor ic  s ign i f icances wi l l  be

addressed oy other agencles.

NRCS is in agreement that i f  the rai l road is abandoned and the rai ls and t ies are removed and

al l  work is completed from the roadbed, there wi l l  be no conversion of  pr ime farmland or

adverse effect  on agr icul tural  wet lands,

Thank you for the opportuni ty to comment on this pro.1ect.

Sincerely,  . , "
tl I /i,t' ^
,g.-'"uo /q/(J't*t
{ - /

JotTn Myers /
Stdte Resource Conservationist

l lelPrng PeoPle tlelP the Lanci

A n  E o u a  C p p o r t u n r t l  t r r o v t c e r  a n d  E m o i c y e r



Uruted States Department of the Interior

NSH A}.ID WILDLIFE SERVICE

Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Buildirrg
I Federal Drive

Fort Snell ing, MN 55111-4056

IN REPLY R-EFER TO:

ii \^'S/N \\/ t{S - It E - C' ctr era l
I t  a i  i r -oacl  Ai tat tc lo l l l l lc l lLs

Iz rn t - t i t t ' ) ,  i  ( ) ,  2 ( ) l  I

Nzlr ' .  T. Soott Batl tr istet ' ,  Escl.

T Scot l  Banr l is tc t '  a t tc l  Assoclates

.{ttor-nc'r' r-litcl Coiii-l:;e1ol' i i l l-et^','

I  I  I  -  Fif t l '  Sixt ir  Street

Des  N4or l tes ,  Io \  1a  50312

Deat'  Mr' .  Bautl istet,

Thanli  ) /ou for the oplror-tunit ; ,  to conrrlenl ou the p|oposecl abatldotrt lrel i l  cl f  sel-r ' ice ol l  41'89

nri les of r-ai lroad ir 'e betr,veel Milepos t 201 .46 neat 'Acl i ley, Iot ' t 'a, ancl Mr1e1los1 243 '3 5 l lear '

Ir4ar-sira11to$,n, Iou,a. sTB Docl iet No. AB-1072X.

\\i e ha'e resear-ched olu'o\\,uershilrs m tire vicinity' and iraVe delertlttled u'e do tlot o\\/11 a1l\/

iancls ol ' iuterests iu la'd iu t ire vicinit ; '  ol t i lel l roposed l^ai l  i ine abatlclotrueuts'  \ \re do not have

a1), coltcepts regarcfing t'eal estate matters in tfue abatldotnleuts'

S  tnce t 'e l \  .

i_ . [ , . { ,  r ,

I 'atr icl i  G. Carlol l

Serrior R.ezrlt r' Offi ct'i '

D ivrsrot t  o f  f {ea i tv

. |  t
/ U l



FIARDEhIcoufiT idwA
Hardin CountY
Board of SuPervisors

January 12,2011

Iowa River Railroad
T. Scott Bannister and Associates

11 1 - Fifty Sixth St.
Des Moines, 1A 50312
Re: Iowa River Railroad

t2l5 Edgington Ave., Suite 1
Eldora, Iowa 50627
Fax: 641 .939.8223

Dear Mr. Bannlster;

The l{ardin County Board of Supervisors has received notice of the Iowa R-iver RailroaC. Inc'

rntent to petition for Exemption of the line between Ackley and Marshalitown (M.P 201'46-M'P

243 .3s).

We do not anticipate or recognu;e any adverse environmental effects due to the abandonment of

this rail systern.

Because this comdor travels through the Iowa River Greenbelt it is consistent witii the

consen,ation plans for public use as a recreational trail for biking or hiking.

Thank you.

Sinperelyr-, -
// / I /,/

l /  i ' /  i ^ / . '

i/*rr 719'{,a+,:&-
1  /  i /

,^/im Joilmson, Chair
Fiardin County Board of Supen'isors

' l i r n  ' l n h n c n n  
i h a i r

J l l l l  J v l  l l l J \ . / l  1 7  v r  l u r l

-  t .   ^   a ^ - n

b q  L Y J Y , A / - Z U

jjo h nson @ ha rd i nco u ntYi a' g ov

Lance Granzow
641,939.8221

lgra nzow@ hard tncou nfYia. gov

Brian Lauterbach
64L,939 .8272

blauterbach @ha rdincountyia.  gov
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[ v ]a rsha l l  County  P lannrng Zontng
1  E  M a r n  S t
Marsha l l town lA  50158

and  Env t ronmen ta l  Hea l t h



ACKLEY T MARSHALLTOWN RAILROAD
& MARSHALL COUNTY FLOOD ZONE

NOTE: F lood Zone locat ions are a  d ig i ta l  representat ton Actua l  locat ion may vary .



e ( t

l- iarCin Ccut']ty Ccns eYvation Board
1 . i  i , t ' i ' c  / i l t ' c t '  L ) ! ' t ' t : l t  ! ; t ' . l i  t

Hardin county conservat ion Boarc l  ca lkrns Nature Area
Hoer ln r re r ro rq  18335  135 th  S t ree t
|  , v u v Y u v '  r v '  v

1SS3T S  Avenue  lowa Fa l l s ,  l owa  50126-8511

Ackley,  lowa 50601-7734 Phone' .  641-648-9878
phone 641-648-436'1 FAX: 641-648-9878

FAX: 641-648-2739 E mail :

E nrar l  hard inccb@gmai l .corn naturecenter@hardincountyconservat ion.corn

Ja n  ua  ry  L0 ,2OL1

l o w a  R i v e r  R a i l r o a d
T.  Sco t t  Bann is te r  and  Assoc ia tes

111-Fi f ty  Six th St .

Des Moines,  lA 50312

RE:  lowa R ive r  Ra i l road

Dear  Mr .  Bann is te r :

The  Hard in  Coun ty  Conserva t ion  Board  has  rece ived  no t i ce  o f  the  lowa R ive r  Ra i l road ,  Inc '  i n ten t  to

pet i t ion for  Exempt ion of  the l ine between Ackley and Marshal l town (M.P 201".46-M'P 243'35) .

We do  no t  an t i c ipa te  o r  recogn ize  any  adverse  env i ronmenta l  e f fec ts  due  to  the  abandonment  o f  th i s

ra i l  sys tem.

Because  th i s  co r r ido r t rave is  th rough  the  lowa R ive r  Greenbe l t  i t  i s  cons is ten t  w i th  the  conserva t ion

p l a n s  f o r  p u b l i c  u s e  a s  a  r e c r e a t i o n a l t r a i l .

T h a n k  Y o u ,

\ ' l

. J - J ' . . , - - u L - t -

Wes Wiese
Di rec to r  Hard in  Coun ty  Conserva t ion  Board

15537 S. Ave
Ack lev ,  l owa 50601



Scot t  Bannis ter

F rom:
Sen t :
To :

Subject :

Si rnon Monroe [S imon. tv ionroe@noaa gov ]

Wednesday ,  February  23 ,2011  10 '56  AM

soan n is ter@iowanorthern,corn
Surface Transpor tat ron Board;  SurveyoAady@yahoo,com; Gi lber t  Mi tchel l ;  S imon lMonroe

NGS Response,  STB Docket  AB-1 072X

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s h a r r n g  y o u r  r a i l r o a d  a b a n d o n n r e n t  e n v i n o n n t e n t a l  r e p o r ^ t  f o r

M a n s h a l l t o w n ,  M d r  s h a l l r &  H a r  d i n  C o u n t i e s ,  I 0 t ^ ] 4 .

Appnox in ra te ly  a1 ,  geode t i c  su rvey  n tan l<s  n lay  be  loca ted  in  the  anea  desc r ibed  '

f i  n t a n l < s  w i l l  b e  d i s t u r  b e d  b y  t h e  a b a n d o n n t e n t ,  I T H E  R A I L R O A D ]  s h a l 1

c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G e o d e t i c  S u n v e y  ( N G S )  a t  l e a s t  9 0  d a y s  p r i o t  t o

b e g i n n i n g  s a l v a g e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  w i l t  d i s t u r b ,  o n  d e s t r o y  a n y  g e o d e t i c

s t a t i o n  n i a r k s  d e s c r i b e d  o n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  f i l e .  A d d i t i o n a l  a d v i c e  i s  p t  o v i d e d

a t  h t tp  :  , /  / qeodes i '  .  noaa  .  go r r /mar l<s  /  na i l  noads  /

- l - - l - - - - l - l - - - - l -

.  2 1 8 8 / A D l u s r E D l r l , + z z n a . . . . . . 1 w 0 s 3 0 4 L 0 . . "  ' '  l c '  ' '  l Y  3 0



Scot t  Bannis ter

F r o m :
Sen t :
T o :
C c :
Subject :

Jones,  Doug IDCAI [Doug.Jones@iowa.gov]
Thursday February 03,  2011 12.43 ? l \A
sbannister@iowanorthern.  com
Jones DoG ;DCAI;  Chr is t ian,  Ralph [DCA];  St rand,  June [DCA]
110100018  STB Docke t  NoAB-1  072X lowa R ive r  Ra i i road  lnc  be tween  MF 201  46  near

Ackley to MP 243 35 near  Marshal l town

Dear Nl r .  Bannister ,

we have received your correspondence regardlng the above referenced undertaking. Thank you for notifying our offlce

,olrftn,. propo."d underiaking. We note that you did not provide any historical background research with your

subrnittal We did do a quick check of our inventory, and it does not appear that we have any information on whether ihis

puit 
"rtu1. 

railroad line segment would be historically signiflcant or whether any other types of historic properties such as

railroad bridges might be presenl that could be poientiil ly eligible for listing on the National Register of Hisioric Places

We will need more information on what types of cultural resources may be present in this ra ilroad corlidor before we will

be able to provide any further comments'as to whether this undertaking will afiect any historic properties specifically, we

request that a reconnarssance survey be conducted on this segment io identify what cultural resources (Sites' oblects' or

siri,"irr"r1 may exist within this corridor. Also, we would recommend that historical background research on this line

;;;;rl;" conducted as part of this r""onnairrun"" survey. once we have received this information' we wil be able to

p r o v i d e f u r t h e r c o m m e n t s o n l n | s u n d e r t a k i n g . l f y o u h a v e a n y q U e s i i o n s a b o u t o u r r e c o r n m e n d a t i o n t o c o n d U c t a
F."onnri.r"n." Survey, please feel free to iontict myself or Ralph Christian, our Histortan ' at (51 5) 281-8697

Dougias W. Jones, A:chaeologist and Revieu'and Compliance Program Manager

State Historic Preservation Office
State Ilistorical SocietY oflowa
( 5 1 5 )  2 8 1 - 4 3 5 8
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Bridse Structure Photogranhs
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