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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

FINANCE DOCKET No. 36016

STATUS OF UNUSED RAILROAD RIGHT OF WAY
IN THE CITY OF MONTPELIER, VERMONT

PETITION FOR DECLARATORY ORDER

Angeles A, Zorzi, Trustee of the Angeles A, Zorzi Living Trust, Antonio Aja, Jr., Trustee
of the Antonio Aja, Jr. Trust, and Virginia D. Aja, Trustee of the Virginia D. Aja Trust (hereinafter
collectively referred to as “Zorzi”) submits to the Surface Transportation Board (the “Board”) this
Petition for Declaratory Order (the “Petition”) pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1011.7 (vi) requesting a
ruling that the below described unused railroad right of way was severed from the interstate
railroad system, and that there was a de _facto abandonment of the unused right of way. A ruling of

de facto abandonment will allow Zorzi to pursue its reversionary rights to the right of way.
Introduction

This Petition concerns an unused railroad right of way which crosses the lands of Zorzi in
Montpelicr, Vermont, Zorzi owns an approximately 100 acre parcel of land with frontage located
on Barre Street in the City of Montpelier, Vermont. Along the frontage of the Zorzi property is an
unused, abandoned rail bed formerly used by the Montpelier & Barre Railroad, The unused rail
line is approximately 2460 in length along the Zorzi frontage on Barre Street. (See Exhibit 1,
Affidavit of Angeles A. Zorzi). The rails used over that portion of the rail bed were removed in the

late 1950’s. The use of that portion of the line for rail purposes was never reestablished. Instead,




Zorzi and their predecessor have used the area to the exclusion of all others since the late 1950s.
Although an official approval from the Interstate Commerce Commission (“ICC”) authorizing the

abandonment of the line has not been located, the evidence set forth below will demonstrate that

the line was de facto abandoned decades ago.

History of the Line

The line in question which crosses the Zorzi land was originally created in December,
1870, with a Commissioner’s Award of Damages in favor of Montpelier and Wells River Railroad
over the lands of H. W, and G. T. Sabin, predecessors-in-title to Zorzi. Montpelier and Wells
River Railroad operated its line until 1944, when the line was sold to Barre & Chelsea Railroad.
Subsequently, Barre & Chelsea Railroad requested permission from the ICC to abandon its entire
line. In 1956, the ICC authorized Barre & Chelsea to abandon its line which consisted of
approximately 49 miles. On January 10, 1957, in Finance Docket No. 19564, the ICC authorized
the Montpelier & Barre Railroad to purchase a 14.1 mile portion of the Barre & Chelsea line. (See
Exhibit 2 — Finance Docket No. 19564). Montpelier & Barre Railroad was owned and controlled
by Samuel Pinsly, who owned and operated several other regional rail lines. This 14.1 mile line
traversed from Montpelier, Vermont, through Barre Junction and terminated in Graniteville,

Vermont. (Sec Exhibit 3 — Map). The portion of this line that crosses the Zorzi parcel is the

source of the issue in this petition. (See Exhibit 4)!

At the time of the acquisition of the line by Montpelier & Barre Railroad, the major
industry served by the line was the quarrying and processing of monumental granite, (See Exhibit

2 at sheet 4). In addition to the service provided by Montipelier & Barre Railroad, Central Vermont

! Exhibit 4 is a color map printed from the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s website, which is intended to depict
the Montpelier & Barre Railroad. The de facto abandoned line is on the opposite side of the river.
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Railway, Inc., also provided service to the quarries in the area. In some areas, including in the
vicinity of the Zorzi property, the lines of Montpelier & Barre and of Central Vermont Railway ran
parallel to each other (See Exhibit 1). The rail companies, in effect, were competing for the

limited quarry freight business.

In September, 1957, the Montpelier & Barre Railroad requested authority from the ICC to
purchase an 8.46 miler portion of the Central Vermont Railway line. In a Decision dated March 17,
1958, the ICC granted the authority to Montpelier & Barre to purchase the line. (See Exhibit 5 -
Finance Docket No. 19936). The decision set forth that the Central Vermont Railway line to be
purchased “parallels Montpelier’s line at distances not greater than 0.25 mile between Montpelier
and Barre, and at those points the properties of the carriers are adjacent to each other.” (See
Exhibit 4 at Sheet 2). The decision recites that “duplicate facilities and operations would be
eliminated.” (/d at sheet 4). It also provides, “Nothing herein is to be construed as expressing an
opinion as to whether either of the parallel tracks of the Montpelier, as hereafter existing, may be
abandoned without our permission pursuant section 1(18-22) of the act.” /d. When examining the
protection of the Central Vermont Railway employees, the decision referenced the carriers’
acknowledgement that Montpelier & Barre would “eliminate certain duplicate facilities and

operations.” (Id. at sheet 7.) Finally, when concluding in favor of Montpelier’s petition, the

Commissioners wrote:

“The proposed transaction will be consistent with the public interest for the

reasons that the line to be acquired is parallel to and operates in competition with the
Montpelier’s line between Montpelier and Barre, where there is not sufficient traffic to
justify competing operations. The {fransaction would relieve Central of continued
operation of an uneconomical branch line and would enable the Montpelier to obtain
additional traffic and revenue without incurring a proportionate increase in operating
costs.”

(Id. at Sheet 8).




While Finance Docket No. 19936 does not appear to authorize abandonment of the
Montpelier & Barre parallel line?, the subsequent actions of the company demonstrate its intent to
abandon. In the late 1950’s, the rails were removed from the rail bed that ran along the Zorzi
property. (See Exhibit 1). Upon the removal of the rails, the abandoned road bed was
continuously used for farm purposes by Ms. Zorzi’s father. (See Exhibit 1). Furthermore, in a
series of letters in the spring of 1959, Montpelier & Barre acknowledged the abandonment and
conveyance of the rail line just north of the Zorzi property to the State of Vermont. (See Exhibit 7

— Correspondence 1959-1973). The intent of Montpelier & Barre could not be more evident.

This abandonment was not just apparent to the Montpelier & Barre and the Zorzi’s
predecessor, It was, in fact, recognized both nationally and locally. The abandonment of the line
was reported in Lost Railroads of New England, by Ronald Dale Karr., Mr, Karr, relying among
other things, on the weekly listings of abandonments appearing in Traffic World, identifies this

stretch of line abandoned as of 1958, (See Exhibit 8 — excerpts from Lost Railroads of New
England).

In a 1977 edition of Boston and Maine Bulletin, a history of both the Montpelier & Wells
River and the Barre & Chelsea Railroads appeared. In the article, the author also addresses the
Montpelier & Barre purchase of the eight mile Central Vermont route and reported that work
crews “proceeded to abandon those portions of each line where the grades were prohibitive, i.e. the
CV iron was retained from Montpelier to a point two miles east of the city...” (See Exhibit 9,

B&M Bulletin, The Hfstory of the Montpelier & Wells River and Barre & Chelsea Railroads,

2 Finance Docket No. 19936 could not be located by the National Archives and Records Administration. (See Exhibit
6 — Letter from National Archives and Records Administration).
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Winter 1976-1977, Volume 6, pp. 20-30, at p. 29). The abandoned portions of the rail line referred

to include the portion crossing the Zorzi property.

Likewise, local historians reference the removal of the rails located in part on the Zorzi
property after the purchase of the Central Vermont Railway line in 1958. In his book, Connecticut
River Railroads and Connections, Volume X, R. W. Nimke, provides a photograph demonstrating
the “abandoned B&C Main on left side of river” (this is the line purchased by Montpelier &
Barre). (See Exhibit 10, excerpts from Connecticut River Railroads and Connections, Volume X,
by R. W. Nimke (1993) at p. 26.) In Vermont Granite Railroads, The Montpelier & Wells River
and the Barre & Chelsea, authors Robert C. Jones, Whitney J. Maxfield and Bill Gove addressed
the history of the Montpelier & Barre. These authors also reference the purchase of Central
Vermont’s parallel track. They noted that following the purchase, the Montpelier & Barre started
using the former Central Vermont trackage almost immediately and removed the parallel track.
(See Exhibit 11, excerpts from Vermont Granite Railroads, The Montpelier & Wells River and the
Barre & Chelsea, by Robert C. Jones, Whitney J. Maxfield and Bill Gove, published by Pruett

Publishing Co. 1% Edition (1985) at page 210.)

Finally, in Sky Route to the Quarries, History of the Barre Railroad, author Bill Gove again
references the use of the Central Vermont line after the Montpelier & Barre purchase and removal
of the old Montpelicr & Barre rails. (See Exhibit 12, excerpts from Sky Route to the Quarries,

History of the Barre Railroad, by Bill Gove, published by Quarry View Publishing, First Edition

(2004) at p. 92.)

The best evidence of de facto abandonment however originates from the Montpelier &
Barre Railroad itself. Over the course of time, Montpelier & Barre endured a significant reduction

in its train traffic and the profitability of its line. In December 1978, it petitioned the ICC to
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abandon its 14 mile line from Graniteville, Vermont, to Montpelier Junction, Vermont. The
portion of the line that ran along the Zorzi frontage was not included in the Montpelier & Barre
abandonment submission to the ICC. Montpelier & Barre submitted its petition to the ICC and
attached as Exhibit 1, a map of the line to be abandoned. The map does not appear to delineate the

de facto abandoned line. (See Exhibit 3 - map of line to be abandoned).

More significantly, the State of Vermont opposed Montpelier & Barre’s petition for
abandonment. As part of its opposition, the State submitted an appraisal of the Montpelier &
Barre property. The appraisal included a “Breakdown for Subdivision of Montpelier-Barre
Railroad Real Estate”. (Exhibit 13 at p.8 -11). This breakdown included a list of the parcels to be
included in the estimate of value for Montpelier & Barre. The parcels were identified with
reference to their track map numbers and railroad stations. (Exhibit 12 at pp. 8-11). By way of
orientation, the Zorzi parcel is located within the City of Montpelier. The portion of the de facto
abandoned line crossing the Zorzi parcel is on track map no. V52.1/2 and is labeled “Sabin Estate”.
(See Exhibit 14 — Map V52.1/2). This track map represents the operation of the line of the former
Montpelier and Welis River Railroad. This is the portion of the parallel line from which the
Montpelier & Barre removed its rails and hardware in the late 1950s. This track map number is
NOT included in the State of Vermont’s appraisal of the Montpelier & Barre property. Certainly,

if the State of Vermont did not believe that this portion of the line had been abandoned, they would

have included it in its appraisal.

Conversely, the State of Vermont’ appraisal did include the portion of the Montpelier &
Barre that it had obtained from Central Vermont. The line obtained from Ceniral Vermont is
identified on track map V-8A/3 (See Exhibit 15 — Map V-8A/3). This line and track reference is

specifically identified in the “Breakdown for Subdivision of Monipelier-Barre Railroad Real




Estate”. (Exhibit 12 at p. 8, parcel nos. 16-21). Additionally, the narrative for the State of

Vermont’s appraisal references only one corridor, not two, in its general property description. (See

Exhibit 12 at p.2)

Subsequently, the State of Vermont Agency of Transportation filed a petition seeking to
condemn the entire liﬁe of the Montpelier & Barre Railroad. The State’s petition included the
portion of the line that crosses the Zorzi parcel. Ultimately, the State successfully condemned the
entire Montpelier & Barre line, The Condemnation Order included a description of the abandoned
line that crosses the Zorzi’s land. (See Exhibit 16 — Condemnation Order). Zorzi was not
compensated for the 1980 taking by the State of Vermont for their property, which had reverted to
them upon the de facto abandonment of the line. Despite their exclusive use of the area of the

abandoned line since the rails were removed 55 years ago, and their reversionary rights, the State

of Vermont disputes the ownership of the property.

More recently, the uncertainty and controversy arose after Zorzi received partial approval
to subdivide the property into 145 residential units. Following that partial approval, the State of
Vermont Agency of Transportation asserted control over the de facto abandoned line and denied
Zorzi the right to cross the line to access its property and their proposed residential development.
Zorzi is before this Board seeking to terminate the controversy with the State of Vermont or

remove uncertainty as to the de facto abandoned line so that they may pursue their reversionary

rights in state court.

ARGUMENT

Pursuant to 5 U. 8. C. §554 (e) and 49 U, S, C. §721, the Surface Transportation Board

may issue a declaratory order to terminate a controversy or remove uncertainty. The Board has




broad discretion in deciding to issue a declaratory order. InterCity Transp. Co. v. United States,
737 F. 2d 103 (D.C. Cir. 1984). In this matter, the Board should exercise its authority and
discretion and declare that the portion of the line which crosses the Zorzi property has been de

facto abandoned and allow Zorzi to pursue its reversionary claim in Vermont state courts.

“In determining whether a railroad has abandoned a line, one must focus on the railroad’s
objective intent,” Becker v. STB 132 F.3d 60, 62 (D.C. Cir. 1997) (quoting, Consolidated Rail
Corp. 93 F, 3d 793,794 (D.C. Cir. 1996)). There are several concrete actions which may indicate
an intent to abandon. The actions include cessation of operations, salvage of the frack and track
material, and relinquishment of control over the right of way. See, Birt v. STB, 90 F.3d 580 (D.C.
Cir. 1996); Fritschv. ICC, 59 F.3d 248 (D.C. Cir. 1995); and Becker, supra. Furthermore,
severing a line so that it is no longer part of an interstate rail system is evidence of de facto

abandonment. See, RLTD Railway v. STB, 166 F. 3d 808 (6" Cir. 1999).

In the present case, the evidence overwhelmingly demonstrates that the Montpelier & Barre
intended to abandon and, in fact abandoned, the line as it crosses the Zorzi property. The railroad
removed its rails and hardware from the line in the late 1950s. It never again exercised control
over the right of way. It was acknowledged locally and nationally that the line was abandoned.
Montpelier & Barre did not included the disputed portion of the line as part of its valuation when it
sought to abandon its operational line in 1978. I severed the disputed portion of the line from the
rail system when it removed the rails. Zorzi has exclusively used and controlled the abandoned
line since the late 1950s. The objective intent of the Montpelier & Barre to abandon the portion of

the line in question as of the late 1950s is unequivocally demonstrated by its own actions.

Nevertheless, the State of Vermont has taken actions which create both controversy and

uncertainty by refusing Zorzi the right to access the property. The property had, however, reverted
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back to Zorzi upon the de facto abandonment by Montpelier & Barre. The Board should
determine that the line crossing the Zorzi property was de facto abandoned no later than 1960. A
determination of de facto abandonment will remove the line from the Board’s jurisdiction and

permit Zorzi to pursue its reversionary claim in the courts of the State of Vermont.

CONCLUSION

Based upon the foregoing, the Petitioners respectfully request that the Board issue a

Declaratory Order that the portion of the Montpelier & Barre line which crossed the Zorzi property

was de facto abandoned as of 1960.

Respectfully submitted this 14" day of April, 2016.
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“Daniel P, O ﬁourke, Esquire (ERN 4731)
Bergeron, Paradis & Fitzpatrick LLP

34 Pearl Street, Essex Junction, Vermont 05452
(802)879-6304

dorourke@bpflegal.com

Attorneys for Angeles A. Zorzi, Trustee of the
Angeles A. Zorzi Living Trust, Antonio Aja Jr.,
Trustee of the Antonio Aja Jr. Trust, and Virginia
D, Aja, Trustee of the Virginia D, Aja Trust




VERIFICATION
Daniel P. O’Rourke, Esquire, hereby verifies as follows:

1. I, Daniel P. O’Rourke, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing Petition

for Declaratory Order is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief.

2. The exhibits attached to the foregoing Petition are true and correct to the best of my

knowledge, information and belief.
3. I am qualified and authorized to file this Petition.

I verify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

e

Lo T L

X Daniel P, Q/R()ﬁrke, Esquire

Dated: April 14, 2016
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on April 14, 2016, 1 caused a copy of the foregoing Petition for

Declaratory Order to be served by United States Mail, first class postage thereon prepaid, upon

the following parties:

State of Vermont

Agency of Transportation

1 National Life Drive
Montpelier, VT 05633-5001

Washington County Railroad
¢/o Vermont Rail System
One Railway Lane
Burlington, VT 05401

Dated: April 14, 2016 / :

W‘l O"Kourke, Esquire
ergeron, Paradis & Fitzpatrick, LLP

34 Pearl Street, PO Box 174

Essex Jct., VT 05453-0174

(802) 879-6304
dorourke@bptlegal.com
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AFFIDAVIT
I, Angeles A. Zoxzi, having been duly sworn, state under oath as follows:

1. Tam the Trustee of the Angeles A. Zorzi Living Trust, a co-owner of property consisting
of approximately 100 acres, more or less, located in the City of Montpelier, Vermont. 'The
property has been owned by our family since June 1, 1943.

2. The property includes approximately 2,460 feet of frontage along Barre Street in
Montpelier.
3. Anunused, abandoned rail bed is located along the 2,460 feet of frontage of the property.

4. The unused, abandoned rail bed was formerly used as a rail line by the Montpelier and
Barre Railroad.

5. Inthe late 1950s, the rails were removed from the rail bed located along the frontage of
the property.

6. Upon removal of the rails in the late 1950s, the abandoned rail bed was continuously and
exclusively used by our family for farming purposes.

7. The unused, abandoned rail bed is parallel to tracks owned by the Central Vermont
Railway, Inc. in the 1950s.

- - . . f?-}f- e e
Dated at 7 a,/7eiicc , Vermontthis 7 % dayof Jif,. .., 2016
/

(g Gt o . ?’&Z—s}i
Angeles A, Zorzi

STATE OF VERMONT
WASH IV 6 T4  COUNTY, SS

. re
At, Meoutpeliey Vermont, this &5 day of {73 érwfrjg , 2016, Angeles A. Zorzi, personally
appeared and acknowledged this instrument, by her sworn, sedled and subscribed to be her free act and

deed.

No 1? ubﬁﬁ RIS
Mmmission expires: 2/10/2019
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is report will not be printed in full in the permanerKo series
Intersta‘c% Gommisslon reports, .

INTEBETATE GOLMERGE GOMM!ESIGN

~

x y ) ¢ g‘,
F:mam:e Dncket No. 19564 e

MONTPELIER & BARRE RATIROAD COMPANY ,AG«%UiSITION ANI}
. . OVERATION |

T .‘,F

-Decided Januaiy 10 195’?

Cervificate Assued authorizing acdulsition and gperation
in interstate and forelgn commerce by the lontpellier
& Barre Railroad Company of a portion of a line of
rallroad foymerly owned and operated by the Barre &
Chelsea Rallroad Company, in Washington Gounty, Ve.

Aoduigition by Samyel M, Pinsly of control of the Monte
pelier & Barré Railroad ompany, through ownership of
‘capital stock, approved,. -

, Authority granted to the -Montpelier & Barre Railroad Gome

, pany Yo issue not exeeeding 5,000 sghares of common

stock of the par walue of %100 each %o reimburse Samuel

¥, Pinsly for scculsition of the portlon of the line

of rallroad and for organization expenses, working

c.apital and. general corporate expenses of ‘the applicanta.

gmles D, I’eet fox- applicant.
. " REPORT OF 'I.'HE GOMMISSION _
DIVISION 4:, GOIMSSIONEM MITGHEIL. ARPALA, AND 1‘IINGEEIL
_‘51 DIVISION 43
The Montpelier and Bayye Rallroad Gompany, herainafter
faometimes referred to as the a;pplicant on Nove:ﬁﬁer 25, 1988,
applied under section 1(18) of the. Interatate Commepce Ao,
‘a8 amen&ed for authomty to aﬁriuire and operate in interstate
md foreign commerce a portion ‘of & line of railvoad tormerly
-G smed and operated. by the Barre and Chglgea Rallroad Company,
‘hereinafter aome‘himes rereﬂefx 'ho a8 Bax-re & Ghelgea, extands
f,inp_z; from & Jungtion m,tﬁh tha central Vermont Rallway, Ine.,
ab Montpelier, through E&rre 'I'zﬁansater and Barve., %o Barra

'F—O-Hm—--o—a-&q-u-w-h-l--—-—-m-am-—.—--*w—wh..-,—*wu.uu

-_ __/ This report alsg embraces Finanoce Dacket No, 18868, %‘9’6‘?
‘pel er & Barye B, G0, GO _-’cra ‘ ancl Finance booke‘h Yo, L .
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Hountain (Greniteville), 14,1 miles, together'with Tel
miigs of yard tracks and sidings, in Waghington ~Oounty,

Vt,, Einance Docket No, 19564, On the same dste Semuel i,
?1ngly applied under sectlon 5(2) of the ébt for anthority
to scquire control of the applicant through ownership of ]
its capital stock, Flnanee Docket No, 19565, “The appllcant,
on the game date, also applied under section 20e of the act
rfor authority to issue not exceeding 3,000 shares or 1ta
common stock of the par value of $100 each, upon the teyma
snd conditions and for the purposes herelnafter gtated,
Finance Docket Neo. 19566, No representations have been

nade by any State authority and no objection to the granting
of the spplications has been presentéa, In our opinibﬁ a
public hearing 1s not necessgfy in the public interest on

the gecetion 5(2) apblicatioh for the reason‘fhat the proposed
-HDQHiSitan of oontfol would not affaet transportation HETV~
:;ca o the publlec. A}l polnta mentioned herein are in Vermont.
By report and certifieate of September 19 1956, in
Finance Dogket No. 19171,

‘;.G,G. ~ {not printed in rull), we permitted the Barre &
Chelssa to abandon, ms %o interstate and ferelgn commerce,
1its entire,line“ﬁfura§lroad extenﬁing Trom Wells River to
Eontpaliér, appréximataly gv.gs mi}aa,'inuigding a brexnch from
Montpellor to Barﬁa,Mpuutﬂin, ~° subjeot toAthg condition
$hat 1t sell the line or auy portion thereof, at a priee'noﬁ
leas then 1ts falr net salvagé valye, te any berson'ﬁffering
within 40 days fyom. the da%e of our eertificate to purchase
the line or any portion thﬁredf for continued;éperation.

Such acquisition and.operatlon in intersﬁate or foreign
commeres were to be aacomplished only with our approval. An
offer for the Hﬁntpeliepmnarre Hountain branahq herelnarter
referved to as the line, was-gaﬁs by Pinsly within the time

1imit,. and the liae was ¢old to him Tor $260,000 in cash, -
| - o i




#.D, Mo, 19564 - %heet 3
der an agreement dated November 7, 1846, Thia agreemen%

&uvided that toéls, cars, rolllné;atbck. locomotives, equip- SR

1

ent oy supplies, and certain real astate were to be excluded
rom the purchase, The purchase price was to be paid on or
'éfofe November 15 1956, and an agreement was to be executgd
hat Barre & Uhelaea would oparate the line at the acceﬁnt
risk, and cost of the purchasap,for 9Q days from the date of
purchase, or until the purchasér obtained our authority, if
f;i-a lesser period. The agreemént to reimburse the Barpre
&VGhelsea for the operation of the‘line was nqt exeputéd and
tﬁe.company ceagsed operation»therepf on November 15, 1986,

:' The applicant was incorporated in Delaware on November
13 1956, for the purpose of engaging in transpertation by
rallrcad. It will not commence operations until the certi-
ficata requestea.haréin has bgen issuegd, Its.articlés of |
iﬁcorporation pmviﬁs that its c_:apital, gtock Puill c?nsisﬁ of
5;doo'shar¢s of the par value of %lOO'bachv ﬁinsly* an
individual, 1s n&t‘a carrier gﬁbject‘tm the a¢t, In additlon
to his position as preéident of the spplicent, he ls a presl-
dent, treésurer, a director, aﬁﬁ oﬁner of ?Olpercent of the
cutstanding capltel stock and all of the owstanding bonds
pf‘thé Hoosac'Tgnnel and w;;miﬁgton‘aaieraq Company] presi-
aént, treasurer, a q1$§ctoi, and sole-owﬁer of the oubstand- S
ing sﬁobk of the ganford & Easta;h Rallroad Corporatlon; and
presgident, treasurer, a diréctor,_ana sole o?nér of fhe
somnon atoek of thé'clgremont'and Goncord:RaiIWay Company,

Inc, Pinsly states that.he~inténds to file an application

for authoriiation of‘ the common offices and c}irécto;‘ships
between the applicant %nd.the foregoing corporétions.

In order to finance its acquisitlon of the line, the
appllcant proposes to lsste £,500 sharyes of gommon stock to
Pingly, and to lssue an additional §00 shares bto him for
cash to be uged in meeting expehses fd# worklng capital,
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/Pinsly has assigned his interest in the line %o the spplicant

for the 2,500 shares and subgeribed to the additional 500
ares by letter dated November 14, 1956, tvhe terms of which
were, accepted and approved by ths spplicant on the same'
dat8, The spplicant doesfnpt expect touiﬁaur any expenses,
other than the nomal legal, apcountingfgénd organizabional :
aipeﬁses, in cennection with the gtock issus, Pinsly, as
president and sole stockholdey willfa@ganhé any necessary
cash needed by the applicant to purchase eduipment, with the
@kc6ptlon of 2 diesel losometives to be pﬁrchasea'zrcm Baxre

: gvehalaaa for s tatal sum of $100,000, This purchase will

be financed by a bank Yo The extent of $80,000 for s period
of & years, az 5~paraent interest, .

After giving effect to the ?ropoaed transantion the
spplicantts assets will total $300, 000 which will sonsiat of
investment in road and equipment. §250,000 and surpent assets

{cash) §50, 000. Liabilities will ponalst of common stock

- $300,000,

A physical description of the line and the %erritory
tributary thereto is set forth in Finance Docket No, 19171,

" gupra. The applicant has furnished a'partial'list containing
© the names of 26 varied indugtrise with sidings gerved only

by the line, However, the major indusiry in the ayea is the

- Quarrying and procgssing of monumental graniye, This industry,
- vwhich is the chief support of the line, is centered in Barre

" and on Bavre ﬁcﬁntain, Ons of the principal companies engaged

in this industry has Juat completed a $2 willion plant, The

ares is aerved by 6 comgon~carrier tyruck lineg.

Tne applicant reports traffic handled over the line for

. the year 1965 as 9? 998 tons orlginatlng or terminat;ng
thereon, and local traffi@, 48, 575 tons, Thﬁ applicanﬁ esti-~

‘Maxea that the annual tonnage_fmp the nexb © years will be

L
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ubstantially the same as the forsgoling, It anticipates the

§5 revenuee $250,000, operating expenses %200,000,'and
rﬁvenue QBG,OQQ,'. . 2
There is a public need for the asquisition and c:._pem&izilon‘P
f_tha line: %0 transpory the traffic comnected with the gtone
ndusiry. _The 1ipe will providé trgn%porﬁation service %o
replace that foymerly provided by the Barye & Chelsea, The
Arensactlon eovered‘ﬁy the gection 5{R) application does not
dntemplaxe sny assumption br guéranty of paynent of dividends
or fized charges, and the fixed charges proposed will not be
gontrary to the public interegt, No other oarriér has sought
T %0 he innludéd in the %rgnsaction, Although ab present there
are no railroadlémployess, our auvthorization and approval of
'the stock aontroi will e granted subjlect tﬁ the same condi-

- tions for the protecilon of ¢mployees as were imposed in
Cbigago & NV, BXA.GQ?.Meggg;, 261 I1,0.C. 672,

Section 5(3) of thée act provides that whenever a person
wﬁich¥is.not a garrier is puthorlized,; by order under aecilon
5{(2), %o acquire control of z carrier or two or more narriefa,
3% shall, to the extent provided in such order,rbe coﬁsidered
a carrier subject %Yo the prn#isions of the act relating to
reports, accounts, eVc,, snd issues of sgcuritles and asswnpe
tion of 1iab;11t1es-applicabie to the carrlers involved, In
our judgment, it is not necegsary or advisable to include in
our oxder any redulrements sublecting Samuel I, Pinsly to
regulation under the applicable prﬁviaions meﬁtioned in sec~
tion 5(3), except to the extent of making sueh speglal reports
as we may hereafter require pursuent to section 20(1} and (2)
of the sot, Our order will so provide, .

We find (1) tha% the present and future publie convenience
and nepessity require acquisition and operation in intersbate
and foreign commerce hy the Ebntpelier aﬂa'ggrﬁe Ral lroad
Company of g portion of a line of railrosd ig;merly owned
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& aperated by the Barre and Ghelsea Railrosd Company, in

"R ashington Gounty, 5, deacrihea hereln, and {2) subj)ect

ﬂu the conditlons JTor the proﬁectiﬁn af railway employees,
nat>acquisition by Samuel M. Pinaly of gontrol ef the
ontpelier and Barre Rallroad Company through ewnership of%Fﬁ
gpital atock, as proposed, is & transactlon within the scépe
f section 5(2) of the act, thet the terms and condltions
opoged are Just and reasonable,'énd fhaﬁ the transaction’ L
will be consistent wlth the public Interest,. ‘

We further find that the proposed lssue by the Montpelier 5%
and Barre Rallroad Company of Mot exceeding 3,000 shares of >
_common stoek of the par value of-ﬁlon eacﬁ,as'afcresaidrh(a}
915 for lawful objects within i%g corporate purposes and com

patible with the public intérest, which are necessary and

:appropriate for aga~conaistenﬁ with the proper pérformance ﬁ
fby 1t of service to the public as a common Garrier,:and witloh |
:will ﬁqt impair its ability ﬁ§ perrérm that service, and (b) I
is reasonably.neceésary end appropriate for such purpoaes.
An appropriate certificate and opder will be entered, i
in which suitable provisiona will be made for tha filing of |
tariffs egtabliching rates and charges, the submisglon of

5

Journal entries,, agd compliance with valuation ayder No.uzé. [
COMMISSTIONER WINCHELL did not participate in this procesding.
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_GERTIFIOATE AND ORDER
t & Session of the INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION, Divislon 4, ST
. held at its %ffice in Washlngton, D. c,, on thszTMnday of -
January, & 987, -
Finanae Docket Ne. 195584

HONTPELIER & BARRE RaILROAD COMPANY aCUISITION AND OPERATION

Finsnce Docket Nan'19565 _
MONTPELIER & BARRE RaILROAD COMPANY CONTROL
Finance Dooket No.” 19666
MONTPELIER & BaRRE RAILROAD COMPANY STOCK

e

e

Investigation of the matters and things involved in these
proceedings having been made, and said dlvislien, on the date

hereof, having made and Filed a report sontaining its findings .
¢ fact and conclusions thereon, which repart ig hereby referred '
fo and made & part hereof! f ;

It is hereby ceprtified; That the present and futurs pﬁblia
sonvenience and necesslty require the Montpeller and Barre
Rallroad Company to goquire and operatéIn.interstate and
rarei% commerce & poriion of a line. of raflread of the-Barre
ind. Chelsea Ballroad Company, in Washkngton County;, Vt., described
in the report. aforeaaid,

It is ordered, That, sublect to the. conﬂitxogs with regpect
to the filing of such reports as:we may hereafter reduire, and

for the protestion of rallway employees referred %o in sald .
report, acquisition by Samusl M, Pinsly of control of the
iiontpelier and Barre Rallroad Company through. ownership of capital
gstock, upon the terms and conditions in sald report found Just

and rewsonable, be, and it is hereby, approved and suthorized;

‘ it is further ordered, Thet this certificate shall take. =
¢ffect and be in force fyom end after She date heseof end.

‘that the Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, when fillog

‘schedules establishing rates and charges on sald line of rall-~.

road, shall in such schedules refer to this certificate and

order by title, date, and docket numbers;

It is further ordered, Thet the Montpeller and Barre Rell-
road, Compeny be, and it.is hereby, authorized %o issue not -
‘exceeding 3,000 shares of common stoek of the par value of $100
each, for the purposes and upon the terms and cunditiens set
forth in the sald report,

, t ig further grdgggg That, except as herein asuthorized,
‘said stock shail not be lsold, plédsed, rédpledged, or otherwise
‘disposed of by the lontpgelier and Barre Rpilroad Company, unless.
'or untll ordered or approved by this Gommission,

) it 1s further ordered, That the Montpeller end Barre Rall~
-road Company shall report. concerning the matters herein involved
1o oonformity with the order of the Gommiesion, by divisien 4,




AT

N 4

tg& august 9y 1940, as amended, respesting appiicatlons filed

der section 20a of the Interstate Commerce ict; o
It is fupther ordered, Thet, if the authority herein granted

'exercisad, the Hontpeller and’ Barre Ballread Company shall
buit for the consideration and approval of this Commisslion

¢e coples of the- Journal entries required to record the
angactlons;

«'}

5 i8 ther ordered, That nothing herein shall be oon~
med %o imply any ob 1gatinn as to sald stock, or interest
“dividends thereon, on the part of the United States-

'z,rdareﬁ, That the Montpeller and Barre
ilroad Company shall repert to this®Commlission as required
valuation ordsr No. 24, effestive May 15, 1928.

By the Commlission, division .

Seeretary.

i
.
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PETITION FFOR DECLARATORY ORDER
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FINANCE DOCKET NO. 36016
PETITION FOR DECLARATORY ORDER
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PETITION FOR DECLLARATORY ORDER
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Thie report will not be orinted in full in the ﬁermanént
series of Interstate Commerce Commisslon reports.
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/- ISTERSTRTE COMMERCE QOMMISSION [T fF |
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2 ' Finance Docket No, 19936 HAR 19 1250

—— et P

Declded ¥args 17, 10508,

Purcnase by Montpelier & Berre Rallroad Company of a portion of the
Barre branch line of rallrosd of the Central Yermont Railway,
Inc,, in Washlngton County, Vi., and acquisitlon by Bamuel
Flnsly of contrel of the line of railroad through ownership of
the stocz oy the montpelier & Barre Rallroad Company, approved
and suthorized. Conditions prescrived.

Churles D. Pees for ap.licants,
Edward J. Hickey, dJdr., wWillism G, Mahoney, and Glarence M.

Muiholliand for rallwsy lapor organizatiomns.

REPORT OF THZ QOMMIBSION

JIVIBION é,"COﬂnlﬁﬁIUNERS MITOHELL, ARPAIA, AKD MePHERSON
BY DIVisION 43

The Honipeller and Barre Railiroad Cdmpany, a carrier b} rail-
roadASubject te the provisions of Part I of the interstate'QOmmerde
dct, by application Tiied on September 23, 1957, as supplemented,
requests authority under section 5{2)} of the act, o purch.se the
portion of the Barre branch line of réilroad'of the Central Vermont
Railway, Ine., extending in un eastwardly direction from the point
of junction of the lines of the forenamed carrlers at Mentpeller
Junetion, via Montpelier to Barrse, approximately 8.46 mlles, in
Weshington Gounty, Vi., and for ﬁéﬁuel Pinsly7, a person nol a car-
rler who has control of the appllcant through ownership of 1its
cupltal sfock, to acquirscontrol of the line of railroéd .
whléh the applicant pfoposes to: purchase, Tge apolicant willl be
referred to as the Montpeller, and wlth Firsly will be referred
to as the applicants. Gehtral Yermont Réilway, Inc,, also a oarﬁisr:

supjeot to Part 1 of the act will be referred %o as Central,
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No representations have been made by any State authority.

Saveral of the principal shippers of the area support the applica-

tion and urge its approval., The Rallway Labor Exscutives® sssocia-
tion was permitted to intervené on behalf of the intereste of
employees who might be affected gdversely by the proposad'change An
ownership, It does not 5ppose the application, but is unable tp- 5
re&ach an agréement with applicant as to the conditlons which should,
be lmposed fer the protection of employees. Meodliled procedure wae
directed by order of November 5, 1957, and pursuant thereto the

applicants filed their opening statement of fact and argument on

December 6, 1957, and the aseociation filed its statement and reply.
The applicante and the intervener have welved the lasuance of a

proposed report by & hearling examiner,

liontpeller's line presently extends about 14.1 miles frou a

T T ety e

Junetion with CGentral's line at Mantpslier; through Barre Transfer

and RBarre to Barre Hountaln (Craniteville). Ses Fingnae Docket. Neo.

19564, Montpelier & B, R, Oo. dequisition, 296 I.,C.C, ___, not

printed in full, decilded January 10, 1957, Centralls trackage

which will be purchased, hereinafter referred to.-as the line,

parallels Monbpeliarfs'line at distances not greater fhan 0.25 ;;

mile between Monﬁpeller and Barre, and at those polnts the prop-

ert;és of the garriers are adjlacent to each other. Thé trackage f' N
invoived is almos® entirely of 80~ and 90-pound secondhand rail, :
most of which was laid prior Yo 1905. It has steep grades, which

. at” one poiﬁt riee 72.5 fegt within 1.4 miles, 35 curves, aggregatlng

sl about 60 percent of the total mileage, of which 13 range from &
degrees to more than 8 degrees, and 11 brldges and culverts installed
in 1875, Within the next 10 years an estimated $350,000

should be apent to recondltion the Iine and place it
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in the classification standard suitable for the volume of

taonnage moving thereover,
Central?s receords do not show the results of operating

-the line apert from its syetem, but its general menager, by

‘effiddvit, states that he balieves the lins inours operating

losses because durihg tha period 1952-56 the system produced.
operabting deficits of between §58,000 and $587,000 exch year
after fixed charges, and this is a light tralffic line, Im hisz

- opinion tha trefflo handled from the Barre-lonftpeller arss

over the lines of Central and the Mbntpalipré/.together is

net aufficient o susteln competitive rallroads operating

between Montpeller snd Barie. In that connection, most of

thé tonnage over the linse consists of granlite guarried at a

nearby mountain top and’ hauled to Barre for rinishing over &

breanch llne of the Montpeller, ¥which has extremely severs -
grudes snd Aifficult operating conditions., Oentral would
not consent io opersbe,the guarry branch under any clrcum-
stances end for that reasoh asserts that the Montpelier

should be -antitled to & line haul on all the grenite moving.

‘from Barre to Montpelier, in order to supplement the Tevenuss

from the initial movemsnt, Gtherwlse, - the Montpelier might
not be, able to operate successfully, and if Ivs operations

become 8o burdanaoma to warrant dlscontinuance of servics,

. the. eonsequenca would Dbe that the granite Industry woudd .

'suffar irreparable injury.

o~ Following .consummation of the proposed purchese, traffic

batweon the Monbtpelier and Cantral is to ba_interohangoi gt

—/Estimated to be about 4,300 carloads annuallyﬂ con-
strueted on the basis of an actual count of 359 cariosde

moving durlng March 1957,
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Montpé;ier dunctlon instead of Montpellier as.it is at present,

Duplicate faolillities and operatlons would be elimipated. Nothing

herein is to bs construed as expressing an opinicn as to whether

| elther of *the parallel tracks of the Montpeller, as hereaftfer

f .existing, may be abandoned without our permission pursuant to ..

Lﬁrpfggiion 1{18=22) of the act.

The present service of the Gentral Vermont 1s coordinated with

1te mein line operation and consists of & local freight traln opera-
" ting from Montpeller Junctian through Montpeller to Barre and

return each weekday. Thle train on tbe return trip leavesa Barre

&t 1:80 p.m. and any carsg must be ready before that time. The

applicant has a weskday local frelght traln from Montpglier to

Barre and return and énoﬁher from Montpelier to Barre from which
poinﬁ 1t makes two round trips to the quarries each day. Upon
consumma tion of the ggréement the appllcant would use three engines

whereas 1t now uses twe and would perform & substantially improved

pwitching service as and where needed, lneludlng two scheduled runs
%o and from Montpelier Junctlon, & considerable saving in time will

be realized by receivérs of freight at lMontpeller and Barre and by

the, shippers of‘granite, & full 24 hours would be saved 1ln some
instances in the handling of carload frelght.

,The'Montpelier and Central entered an egreement, dated
September 16, 1957, whick 12 to take effect upon issuance of our
eporopriate authprigation{ Under 1o8 termé,'the Honnpel;ar would
pay $350,000 cash for the line ahd appurtenant facilitles, fran-
chises, and rights, %o be 3oanyed free of encqmbrancés; Central
wodld comply with-whatever condltions we impose to protect ita .

employses who might be affected adversely and would 1ﬂdemniff the

Montpelier against any claim arising from failure fo comply therer '
with; and the Montpelier would succeed to Central’s rights and
obligatlons under'all cutestanding lsases, sldefrack ég;eemenﬁs, I

and otnér ﬁrrangementa pertainihg to the line. Ths Montpeller ;
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rezarves HS right o teralnste She agras.end in Sha event ocur eulhor-

lzation ig wade subjJect to employee conditvions maverially ¢ifferent

wzo & B, V. Ry, Cc, Hereer, 281 ToC.0.
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872. As will be discugsed hereinalter, the laper asdociation con~
tenlds nat such conditlons are Not snolicable.

In iong ?aiuution of the line for rafte-maxing nurpogss, as of June
50, 1%17%, the Cemmission found the ¢ost o reproduesion new of Sthe
property invelved to be $444,053, The net co3% of additions and
betiermenvs slnce that dafe to December 31, 1958, i=s $145,872. For
the pursose of thiz applicstion the value of the line has been ap-
praised ai $380,000, Finsly preposes to lend the funds necegsary to
consum.aate the purchase te the Monfpeller bn opsn‘account. The loan
will bear lnterest at a rate not in excess 0f & percent per annum
on the unpsid balance. No stock or other securities are to be issued
with respec¢t %o the acaount..

Montpelisrts balanoe sheet as of June 30, 1857, shows aseets
aggrega ting $508,3%2, oonsleting of cﬁrrent assets §113,262, spécial
funds $1,250, physical properﬁy, less depreciation $390,484, and
deferred chsrges $36%7. Iis liabilitiés conglsted of current liasblili-

ties $122,962, equipment obligotions $64,250, deferred oredits

$1,348, capital stook $500,00C, &ng retalned Lncome 517,056,

During the pericd comméncing Janusry 15, 1587, when the Mong-
pelier inltiated operations; te June 30, 15867, 1ts groas rallway -
operating revenue, includdng switehing revenus, was $105,031; total
railway cperating expense was $64,628; total railway ard miscella-
neous tax -accruals, car hire, miscellaneous income, and interest on
funded gebt.were $10,583; and 1l%s income before Federal income taxes

MRS $29,80%. .The appllcants ¢stlmate that operétioﬁe cf the line

would provide more than 3,100 carlcads and 6,206 tons of less~than-

carload freight in addition vo the Montpelier's »recent traffic, and
that the annual additional revenues would average more than $200,000
per year, bdt the switehing revenue now accrulng ne longer would be 4‘

recei%ed4 The Montpeller presently utilizes two locomotives in its ji
' i |
|
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pperasion and with & third i uze as antleinsied it will Incur total
edGivional eperating expenées qf_uon more Whan $100,000 a year,
Thus,ithe appiieant antlelontes that annual netl prolite of mors than
$50,000 would be realized frem taking over operation of the line.
In addision, =hs applicsny would be able tc provide more service' and
effect greater efflciency of operationsg. . It also concluges that

the added convanience to the &ilested anlppers would develop traffic

on tize line in addition to that heretofore handled by Gentral.
Finsly, who 1s £fole egtockowner of the Honitpelier a&nd serves as
its presldent and &g & diresctor, also owns all or a major ﬁh&re of
ﬁhe capitst stock and other securlties of the Hoosac Tunnel & Wil-
mingten Reilroad Company, the Saniord & Eastern Railrpad‘Corporatlon,

the Claremont & Goncord Railway Company, and the Greenville & Northern

. 2
Railwey Company, and serves ag president and director of each. Other

officers angd cirectoys ¢f the M¥ontpelier serve in similar capacities

in the other "coniroilsd® corporations, In Hentvelier & B. R, Co.

Aggulsition and Operation, Buprs, we found that control by Pinsly

of the Monupeller through Ownersnip of azpital stock was consistent
with the public Interest. We further found that 1t was net necessary

nor advisable %o include in our order any requirements subjecting

Pinsly to regulation under the appliocable provisi-.:a of sectlon 5(3),
except To the extent of making such speclal reports as we might
thereafter require pursuant to sectlon 20(1) ana (2) of the act. We
belisve that the acquisitlon by purchass of the line of Central pro-
posed herein would not change the aforementioned rindings &8 %o _
the noncarrier position of Pinsly, and that continued control by him
of Ehe Montpelier and the control of the tra;kage acguired _'

from CGentral are cconsistent with the pubtic lnterest.

Negotiations between the labor association, Central, and the

applicants, held subsequent o %ie order assigning modified procedure

‘herein, ended@ without agreement as %o tThe protective condit*ons that

23e2 Apolicution of S, M, Plnslz Finance Docket No, 11798 - Suba
4 5 znd 6. -
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The asscclation contends that the Northweetern conditiecns, to which
‘the Montpeller agreee, are not appropriate for thg reason that euch
congitions are stated in genéral terme and should not be prescribed
in cases where.lt is known that the proposed transaction would ad-
versely afiect certaln claéses of employees. It argues that condi-
tioné containing a specific formula of protection, such as in the
so~called "Oklanoma condltions®, ghould be imposéd hereln because
tie carriers acknowledge that the Montpelier would eliminate certaln
duplicuie facilities and operations; The asscclation emphasizes
that, regar@lesa of the conditions which we deem approbriate; it will
not waive'tﬁa right to proceed under the Washington agresment -as
well ag under section 5(2)(f) of the act, inasmuch as the transactlon
her&in-is a “coprdiuation" as deflned in the agreement, ahd that
Géntra; a8 & party 1s oblligated te comply wlth ifs provisions.

The decizion in Chicego & N, W, By. Oo. Merger, supra, provldes

employee protective conditions in the language of section 5(2)(f) of
~ the act. Among other things it stated that such conditlions wQuid'
be preseribed thereafter in cases. in which {1). 1t was definitely

ghown that no employees woplq be affected by the transaction under
consideration, and (2) it was not definitely shown that employeea
would not be affected, In all other cases arising under section 5(2)
{f), 1t was indleated that speclfic condltions theretoforé had been
prescribed, or that conditions had been prescribed as agreed upon by
the partise, and that such practice would continue. In cases whers
we have prescribed specific conditlons under section 5(2)(f}, except

as otherwise agreed upon by the partiee, the conditions have been in

terms of those set forth in Qklahoma Ry, Co. Trustees Abandonment,

~~257 L,0.G. 177.- That proceeding included transactions arising under

section 5(2), and the conditions were prescribed pursuant to the

requirements of that section.
Inasmuch as the record shows that employées may be affected by

the proposed transacftlon when consummated, the case hereln dees not

fall within the categories named in Chicapo & N. ¥. Ry. Go. Merger,
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"supra. In view of the forsgeing we believe it 19 necesgsary that
apecific conditions be~prsscnibed. .Accordingl&, we will impose the
samg conditions for the protention of employees hereln as were pre-

gcribed in Cklazhoma Hy. Co. Trustees Abandonment, suora. I7, in

‘fact, 1t ghculé develop that no employees are adversely affected,
neither the Hontoelier nor Jentral would. be injuréd, because the
conditions would be effective only iLn the event that emnloyees ac—

tually are affected. Nothing hereis is to be construed as deter—.

minlng or expresslng any opinion as to whether elfher party herein

would navz any rights to proceed aleo under the ierms of the
Ynenington Job Protecilon Agresment of May 1836. BSee New Orleans

Union Passencer Terminel Case, 267 I,.C.C. 763 (778); 282 I.0.C. 271

¥
{(2v5-278).

The proposed transactions will be consiatent with the publie
interest for the reasone that the line to be ascquired is parellel to if?

and operates in ccmpetition with the Mcﬂfpelier's line betwoen

Hontpeller and Barrs, where .thers 1s not suffiolent traffic to Justirfy
competing.operatlons., The transaction would reileve Central of con-

tinued operation of an unecconcmical branch line and would enable

the Montpelier to'obtain additlional traffic and revenue without in-
surring a proportionaie increase 1n operating costs. In addition,
the granlte producers in the affected area would have an arrangement

of rallroad facllities which promises to assure the contlnuation of

"adequate service that 15 vital to the industry. Numsrous individual
6perators and organizations of grinite interests have written letters
in support of the appll.atlon and urglng its approval. No guaranty
or gssumption of T..e pauyment of dlvidends or flxed charges ls contem-—

'plqted. The resulting lncrease in Iixed charges willl not be con-

trary to the public interest. No other raillroad has sought to be

inecluded in the transacﬁionaf

We find, subject to the condltions for the proteciion of em~

ployees the same as those prescribed in Qklahoma Ry. Co. Trustees

Lbnndenment, auvpra, that purchase"by tﬁe Montpelisr and Barre
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of the Central Vermont Rallway, Ine., and acquisition of oonvral of
the propert;qs by Samuel Pingly éhrough owuership’cf tne ‘stock of tne
Montpelier & Barre Railr?ad Company as deseribsd herein, are
transactions within the scope of seatlon 5(2) of the Interstate
Commerce Act; thet the proposed terre and cond;tians are Jjust and
reasonable; and that the transactlons will be ccnsistsnt.wifn the
public interest.

An appropriate order will be entered, in wiich suitable'pro—

vlalons will be made for the submission of journal entries.

Commissioner MecPherson, being absent, did not participaté in the

dispoegition of this procseding.




ORDER

At a Seaslon of tne INTEHSTATE COMMERGE .COMMIS3ION, Diviﬁion 4,
held at its office in Washington, D. 0., on the 17th
day of March, A. D. 1988.

Finanece Docket No. 199386

MONTPELIER & BARRE RAILROAD COMPANY--PURCHASE BARRE BRANGH (PORTION)
-~JENTRAL VERMONT RAILWAY, ING,

Investipgation of the matters and- tqin&s involved in thia pro-
oeeding having been made under modifled procedure, and sald division
having, on the date hereof, made and filed a report contalning 1te
findinge of fact and conclusions thereon, which report is hereby re-
ferred wo and made & part hereof:

It s ordered, That, subject to the condltions for the pro-
tection of employeea referred to in said report, purchase by the
Montpelier and Barre Rallroad Company of the portion of the Barre
branch line of railroad of the Oentral Vermonk Railway, Inc., and
gequlsition of control.of the properties by Samuel Pinsly through
‘ownersanip of the slock of the Montpelier and Berre Rallroad ucmpany,
as deseribed 1n the report aforesald, upon the terms and conditions
in eaid report found just and reasonable, be, and they are hsreby,
approved and authorized; and

It ig further ordered, That, if tne authsrity herein granted
. 1p exereclsed, the Monvpplier and’ Barre Railroad Gompany shall submit
for the consideration and approval of this Commlisslon two coplies - or
the journal entries required to record the transaction.

By the Commission, dlivislion 4,
' BAROLD D. HcCOY,

{ SEAL) ' Secretary.

T
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National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Purk, Maryland 20740-600!

December 1, 2010

Elaine Carbonneau
2611 .Bayshore BV, Apt. 1504
Tampa, FL 33629-7342

Dear Ms. Carbonneau:

This is in response to your email request of Novenber 10, 2010, concerning a Central Vermont
Railway abandonment.

S
The records of the Interstate Commerce Commission (Record Group 134) are in the custody of this
unit. 1 have searched the Index to the Finance Dockets and have located an entry for a sale of track
in Montpelicr by the Central Vermont to the Montpelier & Barre. A copy of this index card is
enclosed. Unfortunately, we have been unable to locate Finance Docket #19936 among the Finance
Dockets in our custody. '

If you have any further questions, please let me know.

Si ?:as} Y, f
- ‘]
i
] /’ ) /
N

DAVID A, PFEIFEER  / ‘L
Archivist, Archives [ Reference Section (NWCT2R)
Textual Archives Services Division ‘

Email: david.pleiffer@@@nara. gov

bt

Enclosure

NWCT2IR 2011-1632
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Aprdl 29,1959
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;

Hontpellewy & Barre Redlroad
Bavvs, Vermont

(lentlemens

Hrs Antonle Ala, who pregently owms the old Sabin faomm
hers in Moabtpeller has asked me to look iato the stabus of the Land
sbutting the Lazm which comprises the abandonad road bed of the
railiond from Mentpelior Lo Wells River. 8o fer as T can find, the
lend in guestion was haken by sondsunation for railroad purposes
back in 1870, upon pebition of the Montpelier & Wells Rilver Railroad.

Fisl

There 18 no vecord of sonveyance of the underlying fee. Actordi nely,

1t seemy likely that this right of woy, insofar 28 i% runs along or
tirrough the old Sabin propexbty, has now reverbed bto bhe present
vwners of that properiy. Bafove t*ﬁcing, iy gheps to clavily the
title, T should welcome asny comment you may have te olfer.

Yours very truly,




k)

TLLEPHONE RICHMOND 2-4100

Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company

GENERAL OFFICES
150 CAUSEWAY STREET — BOSTON 14, MASS.

May 1, 1959
PI‘O¢ f;é 5 =t 2

Mr, Peter Giuliani
Box 12Y

Montpellier, Vermont

Bear Sir:

Replying to your letter of ALpril 29th referring to
the abandoned roadbed of the railroasd from Montpélier ta
Wells Rivér, Vermont, please be adviged that the abandoned
right of way was s0ld to the State of Vernmont.

Therefore, thils 1z not our property and you should

address your inqulriles to the State of Vermont.

Very truly yours,

MONTPELIER AND BARHE
RAILROAD COMPANY
: 4 ) ) .

O

Se fﬂaﬁPinsly; Pres,

i
!

SliP/rep

=t



May 4, 1559

]

Montpalier snd Darrve Railrosd Compeny
150 Cougewsy Jirest
Boston 14, Maspeomaetis

Abbentlony Mr. & ¥ Plnsley, Presldent

Gentlemnans

Thak you wery maeh for your dedtsr of May 1, 1999 in answer 3o
my ingalsy ol dprid 29 concsmiing bhs abandoned roadbed of the rail-
road Drom Montpelier o Wells River. 8o favas I sex tedl frop dhw
pubilio z’eem?ds,wwm,“mgﬂiu“mm@mey Genoyally f;i_z;w 3y s
E;m.,es of Vermont soguirad rcightp only in that p&r"‘ of Yhe roscbed
rmn iﬁg oL her 11; s m&auerlv T rgaction of Lhe usli,%ear
O Road @ Erm rellond Tight of we wye  This polnt 1g b
tie wintmty 37 HRs Montoslier founlyy (lub. The righb of ;@;f WO E T
r;zlv ﬁmsa?ﬂ% t WAy nob affanbad by this conveye

City of Hontpelier) was nob s
TR “Tha Habin _ :m a ;;ail) & @T‘ mmm woat,e"lr s{ m;‘ G&;li,;c‘:?l gx.;tl

I do heliove ownerghlp of the right of way along ov thyough the
Sabln fars hag rveverted to the prasent owners of fhat propesty. I%
sould bhe wery heipful to koow how you regavd th@: matiar.

Thaniing you for your considerntion, I am,

Tourg very truly, ' ’

PETER GIULIANI, Counsolor st Law

PUHLP
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15 COLLEGE STREET

" PETER- GIULIANI . E | - -
A . } - . . . . . MONTPELIER, VERMONT
.. COUNSELOR AT LAW e . : i
= B T May 18, 1973

N

'}

Mr. Anténio Aja

Barres Street
Montpelier, Vermont

~ Dear Tdny"

' through former Sabin larnds now owned by you in

T

Iﬂ regard to the abandoned railroad rlght of way running
the Cibty of Mont-

pelier I have examlned the public records and find the follow1ng.

The Montpelier & Wells Rlver Hailroad Was charte"ea in 1867
and was subject .to the general railroad’ law 1n‘effect at that time
{Ch. 28 of Title YIV of the Consral Statuiss of 1663). fhis gen-
ersy act “provided as. an aiternate method of acquirlng right of way
by purchase and deed that the.company could get what they needed

by condemnation and award of damages, whereupon the .company wWould

"be deemed to be seized and poqsessed” of the 1ana in question.

" The right of way. through the Sabin farm was acquired by con-
demnation in 1870 and damages of $1,283.33 were awarded and paid.
This i1s of record at page 502 of Volume 7 of MOntpeller Land -

ﬁBecords.

" Section 17 of sald Chapter 28 SpelelBS that the award abould
be . for "damages which the owners might ‘have sustained or shall be.
likely to. sustain by the occupation of the same for- ‘the EurposeQ

aforesaid®, such purposes being for the. "eonstruction and main-
purp 2

tenance " of the railroad, whereupon and Upon payment ol the damages.
awarded "the company shall be deemed seized and possessed of such

Jaid ""'""‘I,'"_'“ as aforesald

' In my opinion there is a clear distinction between right of
way acquired by deed of the land and right of way acquired by con-
denmation., The distinction 1ls important here in that, in my .

'oninidh,'land acquired for right of way by deed does not revert to

the adjoining landowner upon abandomment of the road, but rights

of way acquired by condemnation upon payment of damages sustained .
by occupation of the land merely for the purpose of constructing
and maintaining the road are limited as to time and do expire
when the line 'is. abandoned I believe such to be the case in this

instance._

‘ I believe you should'assért at every point your claim as
reversionary owner of the land over which this abandoned right_of

way runs through your property. In my opinion such.a claim nf

ownership under these circumstances Is sound,

Slncerely yours, .
, & o
fﬂ‘—ﬁ?« s 7 *

r.‘i W

P rrert T E et e,

o ey 4 ey,
- igr

F - @.-:" &
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fRail Abandonments in New
England, 1848-1994

MHE FOLLOWING directory was assembled from many
. sources, I relied most heavily on the permissions to.abandon
& - reported in the published Reports of Decisions of the Interstate
Commerce Commission (ICCR) (19 19-80); the annual listings of rail
bandonments that appeared inRailway Age from 1917 to 1949; and
he weekly listings of abandonments in Traffic World from 1950 to

983, -and reports of abandonments in the Federal Register
1983-1995), Some of these sources contain errors and omissions
particularly Railway Age), and none of them report pre-World War
labandonments. , :

- These four basic sources ‘were supplemented by information
gleaned from examination of various atlases and U.S. Geological
Survey topographic maps, the annual reports of railtoads and state
tailroad commissions (which themselves contain helpful maps), vari-
ous editions of the Official Guide of the Railwaysand Poor’s Manual
of the Railroads of the United States, state rail plans, and the reports
Qf.V&rious'government agencies, such as the U.S. Rajlway Association.
The various books and articles listed in the bibliography were ‘also
very useful, particularly for older abandonments. :

- This Tist is confined to abandonments by common-carrier steam
?_l_l_land lines in the six New England states. Excluded are electric and
ram finés (except electrified steam railroads operated as integral

Its of steam systems), including former steam lines converted to

'h,‘? New York & New England Railroad once crossed the Housatonic River
é7e.at Southbury, Conn., on its route between Waterbury and Poughkeepsie,
Y. The ling was abandoned in 1948 (see line 193).




70 LOST RAILROADS OF NEW ENGLAND

trolley use without abandonment; cog railways and inclines; segments
under one half mile in length; industrial, mining, and logging railro. I
(for the latter, see C. Francis Belcher, Logging Railroads of the White
Mountains, Boston: Appalachian Mountain Club, 1980); industrial”
spurs and yard trackage; minor relocations and realignments, includ:
ing most urban trackage; and lines never completed {e.g., the Sout
ern New England). In a départure from the first edition, I no longe
Jist those lines that were once abandoned but are now back in servi¢
(e.g., the ex-Rutland lines). Missing line numbers in the direct
generally are those assigned in the first edition to lines that are n
back in service or lines erroneously listed in that edition. -
Since many years can pass between the end of train service and
the removal of the rails, all dates must be considered approximate
In most cases the year given indicates the date in which the abandon
ment order became effective. The notes indicate the dates of discon
tinuation of service and removal of the rails, if knowiv.

. Abandonments of former Penn Central lines and many of the:
B&M lines purchased by the MBTA or the Commonwealth of ]
sachusetts are particularly difficult to date accurately. Penn Centra

lines not included in Conrail in 1976 can be abandoned- wit
notifying the federal government and thus announcements of th
abandonment do not appear in the Federal Register or Traffic Worl
Freight service over most MBTA lines is provided by a rail carrie
under contract. If this service ends the MBTA cah apply to ha e th
fine officially discontinued, at which time the rails can be removec
I consider this to be tantamount to abandonment. o

All this has clouded the distinction between “discontinuance”0

2 line and “abandonment.” There are rail lines in which trées ar
growing through the rails and which grade crossings have long b
paved over, but are not legally abandoned, merely “out of servic
Few if any of these lines will probably ever see trains again, yet L'am
reluctant to include them here. Only in cases where the fail
known to have been entirely removed have I ‘considered

" abandoned.
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“BRBL

Aroostook Valley
Boston & Albany
Billerica & Bedford
Barre & Chelsea

Nl

- Bennington & Gilastenbury

Bridgton & Harrison
Boston & Lowell

. Boston & Maine

Bangor & Aroostook

" Bangor, Oldtown & Miiford

‘Boston, Revere Beach & -
“Lynn

Bristol

Burlington & Lamoille
Boston, Wlnthrop & Point

Shirley -
-Claremont & Concord
Clarendon & Pittsford
Canadian National

_ Central New England

Concord & Portsmouth

. Canadian Pacific

Conrail -

Central Yermont
Delaware & Hudson

Frankdin & Megantic

Hardwick & Woodbury

Harvard Branch

Hogsac Tunnel & Wilming-
ton

Kennebec Central

Knox

Lancaster

Lamoiile Valley Extension

Montpeiier & Barre
Medway Branch
Maine Central

MD&G Manchester, Dorset &

NOTE In the following dlrectory "Length
abandoned segment.

Granville

Railroad Abbreviations

MON  Monson
MV Martha's Vineyard
NAN  Nantucket
NB&T New Bediord & Taunton
NH New York, New Haven &
- Hartford
NHC  New Hampshire Central
NHN . New Haven & Northamp-
ton '
NP - Narragansett Pier
NYNE New York & New England
O0j - Old Orchard junction
P&W  Providence & Worcester
PC Penn Central
RUT  Rutland
S&E Sanford & Eastern
-SjL St. johnsbury & Lake Cham-
_ plain
SLC St johnsbury & Lamoille
. County
SR Sandy River
SRRL  Sandy River & Rangeey
. Lakes
ST Springlfield Terminal
sV Suncook Valley
UF Union Freight
\4) Vermont
WE&Q  Wiscasset & Quebec
WARW Warwick
WOOD Woodstock
WEST . West River
WOLF Wolfboro
WR White River
WRB  Wood River Branch
WWF  Wiscasset, Waterville &
Farmington
YHB  York Harbor & Beach

is the mileage of the




i T e

Medford, MA  Park St. (Medford), MA

Directory

extended from Boston to Northampton. That section opened in 1882, was closed for
two years, and eventually wound up as a subsidiary of the Boston & Lowell RR. The B&M
took over in 1887. In 1903 the construction of the Wachusett Reservoir caused the B&M
o abandon the original Central Mass mainiine between West Berlin and Oukdale {see line
15A) and construct a new line between West Berlin and Clinton Jet., where connection
was made with the B&M's Worcester, Nashua & Rochester Division. Passenger service
nded in 1958, and the fine was abandoned some months later. The abandoned fine

“.included 2 viaduct and a tunnel under part of Clinton; the tunnel still exists.

Montpelier Jct., VT Barre, VT
Abandoned: 1958 Railroad; M&B - Length: 6  Opened: 1889
In 1958 the Monipelier & Barre RR acquired the CV branch from Mentpelier Jct. to Barre
‘that closely paralleled its own maln fine between those points, The M&B main line had
‘been formerly that of the Barre & Chelsea RR. it had been built In 2 sections. The first,
from Montpelier Jet. to Barre Transfer, was completed by the Montpelier & Wells River
RRin 1873; the rest of the line to Barre was opened by the Barre RR in 1889. The CV
line had been completed in 1876 by the Montpeller & White River RR, which reached |5
miles from Montpelier Jct. to Williamstown. The line was talen over upon completion by
he CV, Passenger service on the Barre & Chelsea ended in 1922 and was discontinued
onthe CViine in 1939. Upon obtaining the CV branch, the M&B abandorned it from Route
02 to Barre, and discontinued its own main line between Route 302 and Montpeifer jct,

Waterbury, CT - East Farms, CT o

:'Abando‘ned: 1958 Railroad: NH Length: 1.3 Opened: 1888
Butlt as part of the Meriden, Waterbury & Connecticut RR, this iine became part of the

"New York & New England in 1892, Not operated between 1896 and 1898, it became a
seldom-used line of the New Haven, Passenger service ended in 1917. The construction

of Interstate-84 led to the abandonment of this segment,

Wincﬁ
Railroad: B&M Length: 7.6 Opened: 1874
The Boston, Barre & Gardner RR bull_t this fine as part of its main line between Worcester

1{BA

Abandoned: 1959 Railroad: B&M Length: 0.5  Opened: 1847
he B&M buile its two-mile Medford Branch in 1847, two years after it opened its
ilmington Jct.-Boston main line. Once passenger service to Medford ended in 1957,
Bre was no further use for the outermost half-mile of the branch.
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HISTORICAL
# SOCIETY*%

Maps of Vermont Towns

This sheet was designed by the Vermont Historical Society Library to help you
identify maps of Vermont towns that are detailed enough to show where people
lived. There are-basically three sets of detailed maps for all Vermont towns:
Walling’s' maps {1850s), Beers’s atlases (1870s), and Child’s gazetteers (1880s). In

addition, there are some maps of individual Vermont villages, most notably those produced by Presdee &
" Edwards (1850s) and D. L. Miller (1890s). While the Walling, Beers, and Presdee & Edwards maps

‘show the exact location of dwellings, the Child maps must be used in conjunction with the printed
gazetteers that indicate road segments but not exact locations of dwellings. Check also the card or
computer catalog under the name of a town for other maps of particular towns.

Addlson County :
Walling, 1857 (Map A 912.7430 Ad25w)
P&E, Middlebury, 1853
Wall & Forrest, Vergennes, 1853

{Map A 912.7431 V586w)
Beers, 1871 (Atlas Stand)
Child, 1882 (Map C 974.30 Ad25c)

Bennington County
P&E, Bennington, 1852
Rice & Harwood, 1856 (Map A 912, 7430 B439r)
Beers, 1869 (Atlas Stand)

Child, 1880 (Map C 974.30 B431c)
Miller, 1894, Bennington

Caledonia County
Ray flelinick says 1835, at Fairbanks Museum

P&E, St. Johnsbury, 1853 (Map A 912.7431 Sa23p)
Walling, 1858 (Map A 912.7430 C128W)
Beers, 1875 (Atlas Stand)
Miller, St. Johnsbury, 1895
Child, 1887 (with Essex) (Map C 974.30 C128c)
Chittenden County '
P&E, Burlington, 1853 (Map A 912.7431 B925p)
Walling, 1857 (Map A 912.7430 C449w) '
Beers, 1869 (Atlas Stand)
Child, 1882 (Map C 974.30 C449c)
Essex County
Wailing, 1859 (with Orieang & Lamoille)
(Map A 912.7430 Or5w)
Beers, 1878 (Map A 912.7430 Es75b)
Child, 1887 (with Caledonia) (Map C 974.30 C128c)
Franklin & Grand Isle Counties
P&E, St. Albans, 1853 (Map A 912.7431 Sa22p)
Walling, 1857 (Map A 912.7430 F854w)
Beers, 1871 (Atlas Stand)
‘ Child, 1883 (Map C 974.3¢ F854cl)
‘Lamoille County
Walling, 1859 (with Orleans & Essex)
(Map A 912.7430 OrSw)
Beers, 1878 (with Orleans) (Atlas Stand) .
Child, 1883 (with Orleans) (Map C 974.30 L19¢)

Orange County

Walling, 1858 (Map A 912.7430 Orlw)

Beers, 1877 (Atlas Stand)

Child, 1888 (Map C 974.30 Orlc)
Orleans County

. Walling, 1859 (with Essex & Lamoilie)
(Map A 912.7430 Or5w)
Beers, 1878 (with Lamoilie) (Atlas Stand)
Child, 1883 (with Lammlie) (Map C 974.30 L19c)

~ Rutland County

P&E, Rutland, 1852 (Map A 912.7431 R936p)
. Scott, 1854 (Map A 912.7430 R936¢)
Beers, 1869 (Atlas Stand)
~ Child, 1881 (Map C 974.30 R936¢) »
Beers, Rutland, 1884 (Map A 912.7431 R93 6b)
Washington County
P&E, Montpelier, 1853 (Map A 912.7431 M768)
Walling, 1858 (Map A 912.7430 W276w)
Beers, 1873 (Atlas Stand) .
Child, 1889 (Map C 974.30 W276c)
Windsor County
P&E, Ludlow, 1853
- P&E, Windsor, 1853 (Map A 912.7431 W725)
P&E, Woodstock, 1855 (Map A 912.7431 W868p)
Doton, 1855 (Map A 912.7430 W725d)
Chace, 1856 (Map A 912.7430 W725¢c)
Beers, 1869 (Atlas Stand)
Child, 1884 (Map C 974.30 W725cg)
Windham County
P&E, Brattleboro, 1852 :
P&E, Bellows Falls, 1856 (Map A 912. 7431 R591p)
McClellan, 1856 (Atlas Stand)
Beers, 1869 (Atlas Stand)
Miiler, Brattleboro, 1895
(Eleph. Map 912.7431 B737m)
Child, 1884 (Map C 974,30 W7232c)

i Some of these were actually published by
different publishers; it is handy to refer to all of
them as “Walling’s maps” since they are all
similar in format,

townmap.doc 5/2005
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The Montpelier & Wells River Railroad
and the Barre & Chelsea Railroad entered
the Boston & Maine Railroad fold by virtus
of majority stock eontrol, a method gom-

anonly employed by the financial barons of

the Victorian period. However, unlike
other properlies bought up or leased by the
B&M, neither the M&WR or the B&C ever
lost its separate identity throughout moye
than thirty vyears of absentce ownership.
White neither line ever contributed much to
the bottom line of the B&M financial state-
menits, their acquisition served to consoli-
date the position of the Boston & Maine as
New England’s pre-eminent railroad
system,

By the year 1915 the B&M system had
reached its fullest extent, some 2400 miles,
having succeeded within seventy-five years

to amass itself into a network of lines which ~

honeycombed Massachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, and to a lesser extent, Main¢ and
Vermont, The stimulus for this growth was
quite simply mere survival, for the B&M
faced constant and severe competition from

its rivals, chief of whom were the Boston & .

Albany Railroad, the New York, New
Haven & Hariford Railrgad, and the Cen-
tral Vermont Railroad. .

At the turn of the century the Vanderbilt
family had sucecessfully used their New
York Central & Hudson River Railroad
property as a vehicle for acquisition of the
Boston & Albany, and by 1904, the
NYC&HR had reached into Vermont to
take controlling interest in the affairs of the
perennially weak Rutland Raiiroad. To this
threat from the B&A was added the strong
penetration of the New York, MNew Haven
& Hartford Railroad throughout Massa-
chusetts and southern New England, When
the New Haven bought 4 controlling inger-
est in the New York, Ontario & Western
Railway in the same year (1904), the compe-
tition for traffic between Boston, the
Hudson River and points west, became
intense,

It was in the best style of railroad robber
barons of that period that Charles S.

20 B&M BULLETIN
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Mellen, president of the New Haven,
gained control of the B&M in 1907, Sus-
picions surrounding Mellen’s intentions to
form a virtual railroad monopoly in New
England were confirmed when in 1911, he
negotiated the purchase by the NYNH&H
of a half interest in the New York Central
Railroad’s holdings in the Rutland.

The Central Vermont Railroad mean-.

whilé had in 1898 come under the control of
the Grand Trunk Railway of Canada,
thereby ending .a twenty year period of
decline in the fortunes of the Vermont.
Whereas the CV did not
compele actively with B&M roues in
Massachusens, it-certainly was a threat {o
the B&M’s ambitions for a share of the
WNew England-Canada bridge traffic. It was
for this reason that the Boston & Lowell
Railroad (a8 B&M predecessor) had
purchased in 1885 & major interest in the St.
Johnsbary & Lake Champlain Railroad so
as fo ensure itself of a route towards
Montreal. However, when the B&L in 1887
leased the Connecticnt & Passumpsic Rivers
Railroad, which inciuded a line from 5t.
Johnsbury, Vermont to the Canadian
border, both the threat from the Central
Vermont, and the usefulness of the Si.
J&LC route, were alleviated.

In contrast with the dense penetration of
its lines throughout Massachusetts and New
Hampshire, B&M activity in the State of

Vermont was primarily confinéd to the’

Connecticut River Valley route between
East Deerfieid, Mass, and the Canadian
border at Province Line, Vi. The St.
Johnsbury & Lake Champlain Railroad
also remained iunder B&M control and
served to extend the latter’s influence info

the Northeast Kingdom and Champlain
Valley regions of Vermant, Yet it was the

Central Vermont and the Ritland Railroad
who contirzed to hold a firm grip on routes

serving the céntral and western tiers of the

state. Under these circumstances, it was not
surprising that in March 1911, the B&M
took control of the Montpelier & Wells
River Railread, followed shortly thereafter

8 'ﬂ*%'ﬁ 7T e RO FR.

by its feeder Yne, the Barre Railroad.
Flushed with success from his purchase of a
major interest in the Rutiand Railroad,
B&M president Mellen no doubt saw the
acquisition of the M&WR and BRR as
another means by which te consolidate the
position of the B&M in north ceniral
Vermont, while simultaneously making in-
roads on the territory of the rival Central
Yermont,

The origins of the Montpeller & Wells
River Railroad itself can be iraced back to
November 6, 1867, when a small group of
Montpelier civic fathers sand Jlocal

businessmen received a charter (o construet

2 38-mile line between the state capital and
the Connecticut River Valley at Wells
River. Yermonters were not easily separated
from their savings however, a factor which
1o ‘doubt.held up the beginning of actual
construction until November |, (870,
Nonetheless, for iis size the line was excep-
tionally well constructed,
account for the fact that the MJTAR was
not opened for business unfil November 24,
1873, Indicative of the Green Mouptain
ferrain through which it ran, the roadbed
followed the river valleys of the Winooski
and Wells rivers, negoiiating no fewer than
two hundred curves along the way. In fact
the longest tangent of track, less than a mile
in length, was iocated near the summit of
the line at Lanesboro (elev. 1430 fr.)
twenty miles ¢ast of Montpelier, where the
only major gradient, a half-mile stretch of
2% wasalso encounfered,

As the ineception of service approached,
interchange facilities were consiructed at
Montpeller to counect wiih the Central
Vermaont Railroad,' which had built a 1.7
mile branch into the capltal from its main
line at Montpelier Junction in 1849. At
Wells River, & connection was opened with
the Connecticut & Passumpsic Rivers Rail-

L. The Central Vermont Railroad had been ap-
pointed receiver for the Yermont Ceniral Rait-
voad ia June 1873,

which may -
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H.E. Guiier, Walker Transportalkon Colleclich-~Beverly Historical Society

“Sky Reute to the Quarries” boasts the billboard an the side of the M&W station at Barre. 0-4-4T No,
6, Arthur Tandy, awaits departure with a Montpélier lo Barre commuter train. The boilding still

stands today, but it is used as a laundromat,

road. The Boston, Concord & Montreal
Railroad also connected with the M&WR at
Wells River by virtue of a bridge
-consiructed across the Connecticut River,
thus  assuring M&WR  patrons of a
connection between their state capital and
Boston. It should be added however that
even with the best connections, the M&EWR-
BC&M passenger service schedule berween
Montpelier and Boston was over an hour
longer than the competing Central Ver-
mont-Northern-Boston & Maine route,
Unfortunately, the year 1873 did not.turn
out to be a.propitious one in which o begin
“the operation of a new railroad, The
finaneial panic of that year, together with
the ensuing depression left the new
managemeni of the M&WR with little
choice but. to go into receivership, The fi-
nancial plight of the company was clearly
ilustrated by the rapid contraction of the
locomotive roster from four brand:-new
Manchester 4-4-0’s, (0 two, No.’s 1 and 2,

the Montpelier and Plainfield respectively. |

Nevertheless, Daniel R, Soriwell; original
president of the railroad, remained un-
daunted and by early 1877 the M&WR
emerged from receivership with fresh
sources of capital and reduced debt.? For

2._ On January 1, 1877, the Montpelier & Wells
Rive; Railroad Company became simply the
Montpeller & Wells River Raiiroad,

the next thirty-four years the ““Wells River
line’’ fed & quiet existence fat removed from
the flerce competition that engulfed many
other railroads In the New England region.
With its complement of nine locomotives
(six 4-4-0's, two Moguls, and an 0-4-4T),
the M&WR was content te -carry the
products of Vermont to distant markets—
rough and finjshed granite, timber, milk

and dairy products constituted the back-
bone of outbound ladings, while in turpn the
rural economy of the region deépended upon
the importation of grain and grain
products, building maierials, and coal,
Paralleling the development of the
M&WR, and contributing in great part to
its solvency, was the expansion of the
granite quarrying industry in Vermont

M&WR engine No. 3, D.R. Sorrwell, was named after the road's presideni. Built by Manchester in

1874, it is shown at Montpelier.

e

Hafry A Frye Collection
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The Barre Railroad purchased a Lima Shay {above) in 1803 to handle granite jeads on the five percent
grades on the hill. Officials must have been taken in by the statistics she carried on her tender for

! although the Cofrimbia was found tn be strong enough, crews repostedly complained that “it took all
day going up the hill.” She was sold 1o the Hardwick % Woodbury, arcther Vermont granite road, a

following the Civil War, In view of the fact
that large formations of this durable gray
stone underlie much of southeastern
Washington County, and neighboring
Orange County, communities such as
Barre, Graniteville, Websterville and
Williamstown came t¢ owe their very ex-
istence to this single commodity. The traffic
potential of granite led to the construction
of the Montpelier & White River Railroad
between Montpelier and Barre in 1875, a
distance of six miles; a further extension
was planned to connect Barre with other
quarry operations in neighboring Williams-
tewn, This company was immediately
ledgsed by the Central Vermont, thus

22 B&M BULLETIN

ingaring a finrm position for the CV in the

i short time later. The Wiiite Mowniains Express (below) was a crack Burlington, V1. to Fabyan, N.H.
train over the M&WR, operating only during the summer months,

Both, Harry A, Frye Colleciion

movement of ocuthbound granite traffic,
Under these -circuristances, the M&WR
management, not wishing te be outma-
neuvered in their own backyard, organized
the Barre Branch Railroad in 1883 to run
from Barre Transfer (just east of Mont-
pelier on the iain line to Wells River) to
Barre, a distance of three and one-half
miles, Upon completion in June 1889, it
was at first leased to the M&WR for ninety-
nine years, bui subsequently, it was ac-
guired through merger in September 1813,
when $71,100 of BBRR stock was ex-
changed for M&WR stock valued at
$94,800. )

While the Montpelier & Wells River Rail-
road and the Central Vermont were

" Millstone Hill. To ease the climb, several

 EB&C.

jockeying for competitive advantage in
Barre, two other related developments were
unfolding nearby. The Barre Railroad
Company was incorporated on Aprii 9,
1888 to connect the guarry operators at
Websterville and Graniteville with the many
finishing plants located in nearby Barre.
Upon ifs completon in March 1889, the
directors of the BRR (many of whom were ;
also M&WR officials) agreed to have the ;
ME&WR manage the twelve-mile line. Billed 3
as “the stegpest standard guage railroad
east of the Mississippi River, not employing
other than friction for traction,* the road-
bed reached gradients of five percent
between Barre and the guarry pits atop

switchbacks were used. The first was
Iocated halfway up the hill at South Barre,
and 4 run-around track was incorporated to
énsure that the locomotives were- always
coupled to the rear -of the train for safety
reasons. In order to tap prime sources of
granite north of Graniteville, the East Barre
& Chelsea Railroad was chartered on Sep-
tember 11, 1892 to link East Barre with
Barre, and envisioned a line of track to
Chelsea, Vt. However, it only grew to 1.7
miles from East Barre to Lower Webster-
vilie, As constructed, the EB&C inter-
changed solely with the Barre Railroad on
Millstone Hili, and not unexpectedly, it was
immediately leased to the BRR for ninety-
nine years.? .

The operations of the Barre Railroad
assumed a sef pattern which fluctuated very
little during the course of its entire exist-
ence. Rough granite blocks weighing up-
wards of twenty-five {ons each were
brought dows off the **hill"* for delivery
either-to finishing plants on the -BRR in
Barre, or trans-shipment to CV or M&WR
freight cars for delivery out.of state, or o %
local finishing plants on thelr Hnes, Trzex- -§
tension of M&WR conirol over the #RR
and EB&C served to rob the CV of a major
share of the business in Barre so that the
fatter had 1o content itself mainly with the
traffic that it derived from the quarries at
the end of the Williamstown Branch, asit ¢
came to be kmown. Although granite -
became the chief source of revenue for all
three companies, the passenger business
also contributed considerable revenues at
least until 1898 when the advent of a
streetcar line between Barre and Monipelier
presented stiff competition to the railroads.
The M&WR operated numerous suburban-
type trains between Montpelier and Barre,
amd at one point was an important link in
the operation of the CV:M&WR-B&M
summer-only White Mouniains Express
which transported vacationers from Bur-
lington, Vt. to Fabyan, N.H. During the

3. In 1937, the ICC granted the Barre & Chelsea
permission to abandon 1.37 miles of the osiginal




From a posicard, Harry A, Frye Gollegtion

{Above) Train time at Boltonville abaut 1914, with engine 13 on the point. (Bottom of page, left}
Barre & Chelsea Baldwin 0-6-2T saddletanks such as No. 6 were originally purchased by the Barre
Railroad for hill-climbing duties. Class G-10 0-6-0 No, ¢ (bottom, right) was an Alco-Manchester
product, ex-B&M 272. [t saw service on the M&EWR, St, J&LC, B&C, and{inally Rock of Ages.

early 1890s the Barre Raiiroad advertised
two to three daily mixed trains each way
betweer Barre and the varlous granite
quarries on the hill,

The Boston & Maijne Railroad influence
on the granite haulers dates from 1911
onwards, At'the time that the B&M began
to actively seek control over ihe
independent rafiroads of the Connecticut
River valley, its prirne concern had been fo
secure for itself a continuous route between
western  Massachusetts and  the upper
reaches of Vermont and New Hampshire,
One such property which came under the
control of the B&M was the Vermont
Vailey Raifroad, which linked Brattleboro
and Bellows Falls, Vt. The VV had been
operated by the Central Vermont Railroad
up until 1877, but control of the company
passed {o the Connectient Rivér Railroad
which itself was later absorbed by the B&M
in 1893, By the early 1900s it appears that
the B&M became sufficiently interested in

the operating prospects of the M&WR and
BRR so thal a decision was reached to gain
conirol of both companies. By 1911 the
B&M through the Vermoni Valiey
succeeded in securing a-controlling interest
in both the M&WR and the BRR, However
the VV {read B&M) had not shown itself
disposed to exercise any direct control over
the affairs of the pgranite roads. Under
Charles Mellen’s reign as president (1907-
1913), the B&M was of a different mind.
On March 18, 1911, the M&WR was
brought under closer B&M coatrol,
followed by the BRR on November i1 of
the same year. As part of a company
internal reorganization in 1913, the B&M
further consolidated its newly acquired
properties; on September 18, 1913, the
Barre Branch Railroad was absorbed by the
M&WR, while the 'Barre Raflroad
Company and the East Barre & Chelsea
Railroad were combined to produce the
Barre & Chelsea Railroad Company.

Tt was in this early period of direct con-
irol, from 1941 ¢o 1925, that the two granite
raifroads took on the stroagest B&M
influences. Slowly but surely the various
company depots, offices and service
facilities were given a fresh coat of crimson
and cream paint, and discarded rolling
stock from the parent company furnished
the freight and passenger car equipment
needs of both Iines, In 1912 the Barre Rail-

Toad added a final 0-6-2T to its unigue

roster  of  Baldwin-built -saddle-tank
locomotives; the M&WR on the other hand
wds. casting .about for réplacements to
bolster its ageing and rather decrepit roster.
Herein began the tradition by which the
M&WR was supplied from time to time
with g stable of retired B&M locomotives,
or in rare cases, with new locomotives built
to B&M specifications, The original nine
locomotives of the pre-B&M period were
either retired outright or supplemented in
the petiod 1911-1925 by five additions: two

Both, Albert G. Hale
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ageing ex-B&M Moguls, an 0-6-2T from the

B&C, and. two new 4-4-0°s patierned afier
the parent road’s A-41-f class engines.
There were normaily no more than six {o
eight locomotives on the active roster at any
one iime.

in 1922 mergers of the Montpelier &
Wells River Railroad and the Bamre &
Chelsea Railroad into the Boston & Maine
very nearly took place, but were blocked by
a new federal law, The management of the

B&M had decided that it would be more

econornical (6 operate several of its
controlled lines if they ceased to exist as
separate companies, On July 27, 1922,
B&M stockholders voted in favor of
merging. the Sullivan. County Railroad, the
Vermont Valley Railroad, the Montpélier &
Wells River Raifroad, the Barre & Chelsea
Raijlroad, and the York Harbor & Beach
Raiiroad into the B&M. If this decision had
been made a few years cariier, the mergers
would most lkely have been carried
through, However, the federal Transporta-
tion Act of 1920 directed the Interstate
Commerce Cominission to draw up a plan
for consolidation of all common carrier
raifroads in the country into a limited
number of large systems, and required that
all future railroad mergers conform with
this plan,

Following approval of the merger plans
by B&M stockholders, applications for the
mergers were submitted to the ICC, The
Commission was still in the process of
drawing up its consalidaiion plan and dis-

24 B&M BULLETIN

missed the applications on the grounds that
it could not rule on them until the plan was
finished.*

As the early 19205 passed by, the Boston
& Maine Rzilroad as well as its competitors,

. began to experience the effects of New

Englind’s decline as the major industrial
heartland of the mpasion. Declining
revenues, loss of passenger business and the
inroads of interstate trucking, forced the
B&M management to take measures 0 pro-
tect the profitability of the company. A
thorough study of the company’s opera-
tions tesulied in the Implementation of a
three-prong program o reverse the decline
in business. The abandonment of chroni-
cally unprofitable operations throughout
the five-state system was the first major un-
dertaking, The second step was to improve
the guality of service; this meant faster
freight and passenger timetables, new and
larger locomotives, the construction of
modern yards, and increased expenditures
to éxpand the motorbus and trircking arms
of the railroad. The final recommendation
called for a further reorganization of
company operations, Much of the credit for
the latter can be aitributed to Edward 8.
French (1889-1968) who was at that time

An castbound M&WR freight with engine 19 prepares to leave Montpelier in Octobér 1936, The dome
of the state capitol is barely visible above the first boxcar,

1

General Manager of the B&M. French, who
kad been a mative of Springfield, Vi. for
many years, convinced President J. H.
Hustis and the board of directors that the
Si, Johnsbury & Lake Champlain, Mont-
peller & Wells River, and Barre & Chelsea
railroads, all suffered from what he called

the pitfalls of absenfee management. A .
return to local management was seén by ¢
French as a means of raising emeloyee o

morale, shipper confidence and he™fuily,
riet profits, -On January {, 1925, 2 new
board of directors was installed in St

Johnsbury to overlpok the affairs of the |
St.J&1.C, This new nine-man group in- .
cluded French who filled the post of Secre- ¢
fary and General Manager, One year later, °

on Jaduary 1, 1926, the same gioup of men
were given the affairs of the M&WR and
the B&C 1o operate as well. The general
offices of both railroads were consolidated
in Montpelier, and the close r¢lationship

between the SLI&LC and the M&WR- .

B&C continued in exisience untit 1956.
Major repaiis (o S1.J&LC and B&C loco-
motives were performed at the Montpefier
shaps of the M&WR, and it was pot
unusbal to see motive power change hands
between the three lines, Edward S, French

4, When the ICC adepted a consolidation plan in
1929, both the B&C and the M&WR were as-
signed to the B&M system. The plan was not
compulsory, but rather was intended 1o serve as

a guide fo? voluntary mergers. By the time the

plan was adopted the B&M was no longer inter-
ested in merging the twa lines. The requirernent
of a national rafj consolidation plan was repealed
in 1940,
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jn ih¢ meantime relinquished his posiion as
General Manager and went on io become
president of the B&M in 1930 loilowing the
sudden and unexpected death of George
Hannaues.

The return to local control was accompa-
pied by another infusioh of *‘new’ motive
power from the parent company. In 1926
two G-8-¢ class 0-6-0°s were purchased,
along with iwe B-J5 class Moguls; & fourth
0.6-0 switcher arrived on the property in
1928. These five additibns to the roster
allowed the retirement of all the remaining
jocomotives dating back to pre-B&M days.
The strong market demand for quarry
products ini the mid-1920s togethér with in-
creasing railroad labor costs made it eco-

pomically feasible for the major quarry

pperators 1o purchase and maintain their
own switching logomotives, The largest
operators in the Barre area, the Rock of
Ages Corporation, E. L. Smith Company,

- Wells Lammson Company, and Wetmore &

Morse, &l resorted io buying second-hand
iocomnotives, 2 majority of which were dis-
cards from the M&WR or the B&C, The
Rock of Ages Corporation eventually pur-
chased an 0-6-2T and two (-6-0%s from the
M&WR, plus three 0-6-2T's from the B&C;
£, L. Smith Company acquired two of the
ME&WR’s 0-6-0's, while Wetmore & Morse
saw fit to purchase a lone 0-6-0T from the
B&C. :

Perhaps the most spectacular and
memorable event during the late twentics
was the devastating flood which struck New
England during late October and November
of §927. Several days of heavy rain and de-
structive winds filled incuntzin streams to
flood level capacily, and within days the
Montpelier and Basre yard trackage of the
M&WR, B&C and CV were completely sub-
merged beneath the waters of the Winooski
River. Between Groton and Wells River,
ten miles of right of way were washed away
by the onrushing waters of the Wells River.
The neighboring railroads fared no better;
the Rutland Railroad suffered 356 washouts
which left 263 of their 413 route miles
inoperative;’ the Central Yermiont mean-
while was shut down entirely between St.
Albans and White River Junction, a dis-
tance of 117 miles. To restore operations
on this line as quickly as possible, the CV
entered into an agreement with the M&WR
whereby the CV would rebuild the ten miles
of destroyed roadbed between Groton and
Wells River. In return maintenance of way
crews from CV parent Canadian Mational
Railways were permitted access to the
M&WR tline with all equipment and
materials necessary to begin reconstruction
of the CV main line at Montpelier Junction,
the midpoint between St. Albans and White
River Junction. For this reason the M&WR
was the first railroad in the region to be re-

[——

5.Jim Shaughnessy, The Rutland Road,
{Berkeley, 1964), 143,

o N

Alpert G. Hale

Atbert G, Hale

{Top) It's 4 full house at Montpelier as B&C and M&WR power packs the stalls in 1936, G-10 Ne. 10
{middle) switches beside the Grocery comipany, across from the enginehouse. Rock of Ages switcher
No. 7 (bottom) stasted life as M&WR first 7, Capital, She was scrapped in 1941,
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countrysidenear the summit at Lanesboro in September 1947,

openied after the flooding receded.
What little prosperity had acerued to the

. M&WR as a result of the retum to local

contiol evaporated with the onslaught of
the depression in 1930, The domestic mar-
ket for building materials was sd severely
dampened by the financial crash that
monument dealers and other customers
resorted to buying Vermont granite in
small, less-than-carload lots, a market

1aitor-made for truckers; accordingly much

of the granile businest was drawn away
from the railroads, Only throbgh an active
traffic solicitation campaign in which the
M&WR offered weekly package granite
service to selected points in  eastern
Pennsylvania, was some of ihe business
won back to the rails. In realify the granite
haulers were never again to recover the
business lost during the depression.

The {rue shortline nature of the M&WR
was borne oul by the pattern of ils daily
operations which changed very little
throughout the period 1926-1956, Two
scheduled trains were run over the line in

26 B&M BULLETIN

cach direction daily except on Sundays
when one mixed was scheduled; extra
movernents were run as traffic warranted.
For example, the September 25, 1938 time-
table indicates that a¢ 7:10 A M., each week-
day morning, eastbound No, 2 departed
from Montpelier on its two hour, 38-mile
trip to Woodsville, N.H., and a connection
there with B&M train No. 2, the Montreal-
Boston (via Condord) ddy train. Milk cans
were norinally loaded abodrd along the way
at Plainficld, Marshfield, Groton and
South Ryepate, all of which were destined
for local creameries or the large H.P,
Hoed, and Whiting Company dairy
processitig plants in Boston. By 1(:20
A M., the (rain, now redesignated ‘Mixed
No. 1, bad picked up all interchange cars
feft in the Woodsville yard by the B&M
during the previcus night, and was ready to
depart for Montpelier with those passengers
who had arrived of the early morning trains
from Canada, New York, Boston, and
neighboring communities, The leisurely trip
up the valley of the Weils River and over

With cars loaded with granite and milk, eastbeund Mixed No. 4 rolls through the lush Vermont

the surumit -at Lanesboro, togethei with
numercus sei-outs and pick-ups, normally
saw No. 1 arrive back in the capital at 12:45
P.M.

Over 'the noon hour Montpelier station’
and yard was {he M&WR at its busiest. One
of the switchers would busy ltseff
immediately breaking up the consist of No.
1, while imminently the local from Baire

would return with the granite train off the

Barre & Chelsea. This gave the yard crew
roughly an hour or so to assemble the
consist of local and through cars for Mixed
No. 4, which departed Monipelier at 2:20
P.M. This was by and far the heaviest train
in the daily timetable for it careied out
flatcars of granite for delivery to the B&M

as well as fo local finishing plants in Groton .

and South Ryegate. The consist of No, 4
would also be swelled by any eastbound
bridge or other traffic delivered 10 the
M&WR at Montpelier by the Central
Yermont. Dairy cooperatives at Plainfield
and South Ryegate both contributed a datiy
milk car to the eastbound's tonnage as the
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Engi- - 20 (abave) pauses alongside
Ric: 7 Pond with westbound train
No. i during the station stop at
Rickers in 1947, Thé mixed train
(right} fights a grade near East
Montpelier on October 4, 1936.
Train 1 (below), again with.engine
20, lays down some smoke on the
westbound upgrade past Groton
Pond at Rocky Point, The flag
stop signal is characteristic of
those along the M&WR, The
passenger shelter is a former
Montpelier-Barre commuter
coach, Owl's Head i5 in the
background.

mixed train ambled by on its way to & 4:50
P.M. arrival in Woodsville, The crew could
then fook forward to a half-hour layover
before the arrival of B&M train No. 9 from

-Boston (via Concord} at 5:25 P.M., al

which time train No. 3 would be readicd for
the homeward bound run to Montpeller
behind one of the 2-8-0's and a lone
combinafion car, and coach. Travellers
from Boston could expect to be rewarded
with a fieeting glimpse of the summer sun
seiting on the golden domeé of the capital
buiidings as No. 3 came to & rest at the
platform in Montpelier sometime before
8:00 P.M,

Between 1930 and 1933, the last infusion
of ex-B&M steam locomotive power came
tothe M&EWR in the Torm of five G-10 class
0605, three K-7-¢ class 2-8-0°5, and a
slitary K-6-b class 2-8-0. However, despite
the addition of targer lacomotives, and &
general return of prosperity to the ration,
the Tortunes of the M&WR began to
Hagnate, The entrance of America into the
warin 1941 ailowed the B&M to put off
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Phitip R. Hastlings

Barre & Chelsea 0-6-2T No. & {above) switches the granite finishing plant near the granite quarries at
Graniteville in 1946, [Below) Action on the switchback, B&C engine No, 5 pauses in the clear on the
swilchback halfway down the hill. GE 70 tonner No, 12 and train preparé ta ride the flatcar by No. 5
and deliver the car into a quarry.

Dwighl A. Smilh

making & decision that was inevitable, how
to eliminate mounting losses, especially oa

the increasingly unprofitable M&WR. The |
B&M management decided in late 1944 to -

go onc step beyond that of vesting

management of the ME&WR and B&C in |

local hands, by selling their controlling

interests to Alvin F. Sortweil, one-time |

president of the line, and the son of the fikst
president of the M&WR. No sooner had
Sortwell taken control when a decision was
made to merge the M&WR and the B&C
iito one entity, ‘Fhus on January 1, 1945,
the combined railroads became known as
the Barre & Chelsea Railroad, a reflection

_perhaps of the fact that the smailer of the

two lines bad always been the more viable
operation. The B&M continued to hold a
minority interest of 40% of the new
company’s bonds, but when Alvin Sortwell

passed away suddenly in 1946, contro! of

the B&C passed to other local interests,
chief of whom were Louis A, Putnam,
president of the S5t.J&LC, and the Rock of
Ages Corporation, the principal on-line
shipper (by virtue of its.absorption of E; L.
Smith Company, J. K. Pire Company,
Wetmore & Morse and Wells Lamson Co.).

‘No one member of the new ownership

group held stock control and the B&M
‘continued to hold its minority interest in the
lipe. Certain economiles were realized
slimost immediately through the new joint
operations, but the manapement foresaw
that significant savings could only be
achieved {hrough dieselization. Accord-
ingly, the B&C ordered and took delivery
from Gereral Electric of three geventy-ton
diesel locomatives in 1947, which effec-
tively aliowed the retirement of seven of the
nine remaining steam locomotives., The

newest of the saddletank 0-6-2T%5, No.’s 5 ~

and 6, were retained until 1948 and 1952
respectively at-which time both were sold 1o
the Rock of Ages Comporation, The B&C
subsequently purchased two additional
seventy-ionners from GE, but both were
purchased for the poverty-stricken
St.J&LC which Mr, Putnam and his
associates were in the midst of aequiring
from the B&M.

Despite all the measares taken to turn
deficits into profits, the B&C entered the
19505 under cloudy skies. Improvements in
the interstate highway system had allowed
truck competition to siphon away all of the
mitk traffic and the lion’s share of the
granite business; depletion of the once con-
siderable timber resources of the grea had
further shaved away much of the
company's traffic volume. In February
1952 the morning trains, No.'s 1.and 2 were
discontinued, reducing service over the
38-mile maiit line to just one Tound (rip a
day, Loss of the federal maill contract saw
the last railway post office car pulled off on
October 29, 1955, Even deferred main-
tenance on the right of way could not hide
the fact that the Montpelier-Wells Rivér
portion of the railroad accounted for 40%
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Philip R, Haslings

B&C diesels 14 and 13 {above) wheel castbound mixed train Ne. 4 past 0-6-0 No. 11 at Barre Transfer,
The 11is on the Barre Branch, returning from a switch run to Barre on this day in February 1948,

of the line's operating costs, while.
contributing a mere 3% of gross sevenues,
By 1956 B&C president Louls Putnam
and his associates had reached the point
where they were unwilling to invest any
further capital into the B&C.* In the early
summer Putnam petitioned the ICC for

permission to abapdon the entire 48-mile

line from the quarries right over to Wells
River. In October the Commission gave its
asseni for the B&C to discontinue all ser-
vice, effective the Fifteenth of November,
And 50 it was that gfter eighty-nine years of

exislence, the B&C passed away relatively

unnoticed- on 4 gray autumn day in
November 1956,

B&C discontinued operations, Mr. Samuel
Pinsly of Hostor, fresh from his failure to
purchase the defunct New York, Cntario &
‘Western Railway, entered into an agree-

6. At this time Putnam and his associates from
the Eastern Magnesia Tale Company, and the
Ruberoid Corporation, were also preoccupied
with negotiations for the sae of their interests in
the 8t, J&L.C to the H.E. Salzberg group.

meni to purchase the {welve miles. of {rack-
age from Montpelier to Graniteville and
Websterville. Pinsly brought considerable
experience and financial resources with
him, in that he controlled several other
shortlines in New Engldnd and New York
state. For the purchase price of $250,000,
his newly incorporated Montpelier & Barre
Railroad acquired the 12-mile right of way,
three of the seventy-ton focomotives {No.'s
12, 14 and §5), and the shops in Moaipelier,
On January 11, 1957 the first traip ran up
the line to service the former pari-owner,
Rock of Ages Corporation in Graniteville,
and the Wells Lamson quarry in
Webstervitie.
A touch of 1rony reve led
i M

mooski River, and certain stretehies of

paraliel roadbed are stilf visibie from Route

a02.

In the intervening years since 1957, over
three-quarters of the former M&WR-B&C
trackage in. Barre has been removed,
although the M&B continues 1o thread its
way through the city on the former B&C
ling, past the general offices of the railroad
which are housed in the former CV red
brick station.” The old B&C line up to'the
quarries has seen less and less traffic owing
to the decision of the Rock of Ages Corpo-
ration to forsake private switching
operations, temove mosi of the track on
their property, and convert to trucks, The

7. Following the sale of the St J&LC (o the State
of Yermont in late 1972, Pinsly transferred the
adminisirative headquarters of all his shortline

5 . -operations from Momsvﬁ[e to the M&B general
= offices in Barre,
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Photographer Dwight Smith raptared the pastoral beauty of rural Vermont in this scene of 2

e

i

westbound Barre & Chelsea freight passing through Groton, Vi, in the early fiftiés. The photograph
was taken from Dwight's fronl porch,

normal practice in recent years has been for
the M&B to dispatch a train up Millstone
Hill only upon request.

How this last reminant of the M&WR aind
B&C will fare in years to come is a matter of
conjecture, The Montpelier & Barre last
posted a profit in 1971--$10.343 on
operating revenues of $202,907,! and indi-
cations are that the future financial pros-
pects for the line are not bright, Like ifs
Class 1 neighbor, the B&M, the M&B
requires & minimum level of traffic to cover
its fixed costs, However the growth rate in
the centzal tier of Yermont has stagnated in
the past three decades, i.¢, the population
of Barre has decreased by 6.5% since 1940,*
and very httle rew industry has located
alongside the M&B In many years. Inbound
tratfic constitules more than 85% of the
shortline’s business and includes such
prog!ucts as Jumber, feed, beverages, farm
equipment, abrasives,” road salt, etc,,
whereas outgoing loads now number Iess
than one carlead per-day of granite! In fact,

8. Federal Railroad Adminisiration, Short Line
Technigues to Improve Financial Viability of
Light  Density Lines -~ Major Railroads,
{Washington, 1974), 42.

9. State of Vermont highway maps for the year
1940 record the popuiation of Barre as 10,909;
the most recent census statistics give the city
popuiaticn gs 10,209,

30 B&M BULLETIN

a Pinsly frucking subsidiary, Granite Center
Delivery, has inherited much of the M&B's
local granite teaffic, .

In the final analysis, whatever the futur
holds for the M&B is of litile conseguence
when stacked against the memories of train
time at Montpelier on a hot afternoon in
the summer of 1933; of Consolidation-types
with Fox-patent tender trucks, waiting for
permission io cross the Canadian Pacific
line at Wells River; of being firm in the
knowledge that once upon a time,
inconspicuous black diesel locomotives
truly plied their way slongside the lkes of
Marshfield Brook, Kettle Pond, Ricker
Mills, and....
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MONTPELIER & BARRE RR

MEB #29 at Montpelier. I would say it is cold by the looks of that trainman about
to climb on the engine. Coll, J, E, Lancaster. 10-57.

The first tip was up to the Rock of Ages Corp. at
Graniteville and the Wells Lamson Quarry in Websterville
January 11, 1957. Two round trips daily scheduled between
the quarries and Montpelier. (Rock of Ages also leased a diesel
at this time).

One of the first things Pinsley did was to negotiate the
purchase of the CV line between Montpelier and Barre as
it certainly didn’t make much sense for two practically parafle]
lines to compete over what traffic was available, May 1959
this became fact and shortly theseafter he also secuted the
CV line between Montpelier and Montpelier Jet., which now
gave the M&B a neat tidy package. The M&B then aban-
doned whichever parallel trackage was the most expensive to
operate.

@éf?? with a gon and a flat in tow behind this GMC
diict, Brent Michiels photo, 10-58.




Between 1959 and 1970, business declined no matter
~whiat the M&® did to promote it. Pinsley started a trucking
éompany to handle much of the local granite trucking which
mtuml!y siphoned from the railroad. (Guess this too was not
uceessful.) December 20, 1970 and they had had the
coirsé and applied for abandonment. Dragged on until 1980
epfinally the State and the M&B agreed to terms aftet  Aepia of Bombardier May 11, 1994
ot hagsle on price. September 1980 and the Washington  py Jin Petit. Top right is down the
uity RR became the lessee starting up in December of the “Hifl.” 10-68.

§ame year after some rehab work on the track. Their first unit :
is{eased LVRC RS-3 No. 7801. They did buy M&B No.
and 29. The purchase of the line by the State was to insure
ai Bombardier Led. would start their operations up on the
: Pm sure you are aware of the fact that Bombardier
sembles rail passenger catrying cars at one of the former
sranite shed locations up on the “Elill>*, which to serve re-
lifres a switchback move up a rather steep grade, The quar-
es:the railroad once served around the “Hill” were (are)
“logited in close proximity to this new industry, as the aerials
jill vetify. It still is going strohg at this writing,

t Barre September 19, 1986 on their way
Mompelier Jct. with a string of “trolleys”
TTX flats. John Rogers photo. 10-66.
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November 5, 1927 just after the flood. View
is eastbound Building at right is the E.W.
Bailey Feed Co, Main Street in the
foreground. CV tracks feft of station at left,
10-75. :

Railroad designations of trachs shown. Solid
fine is CV tracks and dashed line is BRC
(ME@WR lessee in part). Continued east

bound on next page. Certain you can follow
it without me going into details. 10-76.

Cemelery ~

page. CV Main at feft, This
is a 197080 map. 10-78

Montpelier Grocery Co. along CV-Main
(Circle 77 on track diagram). B®RC #10
facing westbound on their Main
(MPWR-B&C). Coll. Harry Frye

Dwight Smith photo. 10-77.
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CRDINATION OF FACILITIES
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ole 79 above). At right is
he Gapitol Granite Co. 1944
w, right is easthound.
OC flat #1468  in

\ap. Right to Wells River at
arre Transfer. 10-81,

This was originally CVfracIrage {Circle 80 prior page on
map). Swift's at right, CV freight house ar left, {Taylor
St. 8/64). Coll. Stearns Jenkins. 10-80.




Left aerials top and bottom are looking eastbound. Railroad -
bridge top of bottom photo is same bridge at bottom of :
top aerial. Note abandoned B€RC Main on left side of river
on top photo. Pinsley elected to retain the former CV at
this location. As you can see with the industry that was -
once there, easy to understand why. 10-82 ‘@ 10-83,

Building with large smokestack near double span.
railroad bridge fower left, state heating plant and once
received large quantities of coal by rail. Right is east-
hound. This was originally CV trackage. Al aerials by
Jim Petit May 11, 1994, {Granite St. bridge right
center), 10-84.

FEasthound vdew of former car shop building. {Bottom left
building in aerial at left with peaked roof.} Above talen
September 22, 1980 by Stearns Jenkins. 10-85.
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Business continued to decline through the mid-
1950s, and an increasing number of passengers and
shippers liked the reassurance that rail service was
available when it was inconvenient or impossible to
use other means, but refused to use the railroads
under other ' circumstances. This decline in
revenues continued unabated, and on November 6,
1955, the B&C stockholders voted to petition the
Interstate Commerce Commission for authority to
abandon the entire line. This act marked- the
culmination of several years of unsuccessful efforts
to improve the road’s financial status.

JIn announcing this decision to the local press,
President Lewis Putnam explained that trucks were
now moving over 50 percent of the granite within
the district and about 40 percent of all granite
moving out of thearea. In addition, the railway post
office contract between Montpelier and Wells River
had been discontinued; the last mail run was made
on October 29, 1955. Negotiations with postal
authorities to reinstate this service had.failed, as
trucks ostensibly could give better and less
expensive service. Sadly, after serving as mail clerk
on this run for twenty-four years, Bernard Daniels
had handied his last mail pouch; within days, ail
express service was discontinued as well. These
cutbacks in service were followed by the discon-
tinuance of all passenger service on ]anuary 1,
1956. .

Lewis Putnam disclosed that the main line from
Barre Transfer to Wells River was not economically
viable any longer. The company’s financial records
showed that this portion of the road accounted for

about 40 percent of the total expenses, while -

providing only 5 percent of the revenue.

The president emphasized that during the
abandonment proceedings, negotiations would
continue with the CV, the B&M, and the Canadian
Pacific Railway in an attempt to form some
agreement that might make it econgmically feasible
to continue operations. Putnam irtfimated that he

192

Rock of Ages No 27 clears the lead, thus allowing No. 5
to move its train of joaded flatcars out of the yard at
Graniteville. Jim Shaughnessy Phofo




was hopeful the granite industry could continue to
be served, but that there appeared little hope that
operations could continue between Montpelier and
Wells River under any circumstances.

On December 13, 1955, officials of the B&C
formally asked the 1.C.C. for permission to
-abandon operations over its forty-eight miles of
track in Washington, Caledonia, and Orange
counties and to liquidate the corporation. The
request cited the fact that business had been lost to
the trucking industry and that the railroad was
operating at a loss. The application further stated
that if approval was forthcoming, the company
would be willing to sell the entire line or any part
thereof to responsible parties . for continued
operation by these parties.

In April 1956, hearings were conducted in Barre
by I.C.C. examiners, at which time numerous
objections to the abandonment were heard from
local businessmen representing  various granite
manufacturers, grain and fuel dealers, and
delegations of citizens from several outlying
communities. Despite these objections, the com-
mission handed down Finance Docket No. 19171 on
September 19 which granted the B&C permission
to abandon its entire operations. The 1.C.C.%s
findings concluded that the raifroad required the
immediate expenditure of $250,000 to rehabilitate
its tracks, which had suffered from several years of
deferred maintenance, and another $100,000 to
rebuild its four General Electric locomotives. In
contrast, the net salvage value of the company’s
right-of-way and equipment had been appraised at
$560,000. Further evidence of the B&(’s creeping
insolvency was documented by 1.C.C. statistics
which clearly showed the company’s financial

dilemma:

CARLOAD FREIGHT TRAFFIC
) 1953 1954 1955
(10 mos.}

Local Freight 2147 1609 1148
Freight Terminating On-Line 2103 1998 1383
" Freight Moving Off-Line 1742 1143 908
Bridge Traffic 125 101 84

LCL Moving Off-Line (Tons} 5391 4345 3953

FINANCIAL RESULTS
1953 1952 1955
Revenues $483,602  $395,118 $397,861
Expenses 477,315 427,795 426,568
Net Income (Loss) 6,287 (32,677) (28,707)

Source: 1.C.C. Finance Docket 19171

In his summation, L.C.C. secretary Harold D.
McCoy wrote: ’

Consideration of the record herein indicates that
the application should be granted . .. In the years
1950, 1952, and 1953, applicant’s operations were
conducted at a profit. However, such result was
obtained only by deferring maintenance, Under the
cireumstances related above, itis nolonger prudent
to continue operations unless the line is
rehabilitated and the applicant’s motive power is

overhauled and rebuilt.
There is no present or forseeable volume of rail

traffic that would warrant the expenditure of the
sums mentioned herein, The potential redevelop-
ment of the granite indusiry on Blue Mountain

_ presents no probable need for railroad service. In

fact, the processors of the granite quarried in the -
area do not control the routing of the outgoing
shipments, but ship on instructions of the con-
signee . .. In recent years the trend has been for the
consignee to prefer truck transportation.

The abandonment of the line no doubt would
result in some damage, inconvenience, and higher
costs to the feed dealers and distributors presently
Iocated on sidings or spurs served by the line.
Manufacturers of finished granite memorials may
be compelled to accept smaller rough blocks (more
susceptible to truck transportation} at their saw
plant if the line is abandoned. Other dealers in the
area probably will experience increased costs. On
the other hand, the applicant’s financial position
will not permit the rehabilitation and other costs
required to continue operation of the line. The
conclusion is warranted, therefore, that continued
operation of the line would impose an undue and
unnecessary burden upon applicant and upon
interstate commerce.

However, in light of the fact that the Barre &
Chelsea management had indicated to the I.C.C.
its willingness to sell all or part of the railroad to
any interested party, the commission upon learning
that such negotiations were under way granted the
B&C forty additional days to finalize these
arrangements. Thus, the effective date of abandon-
ment was set back from September 19 to October
29, 1956.

In the meantime, negotiations had been taking
place with Samuel M. Pinsly of Boston. Pinsly was
an experienced and capable short-line operator who
owned several small railroads, including the Hoosac
Tunnel & Wilmington on the Vermont-
Massachusetts border, the Sanford & Eastern in
Maine, and the Claremont & Concord in New
Hampshire. '

After an intense all-day meeting, Lewis Putnam
announced on November 8 that Samuel M. Pinsly,
under the sponsorship of the Barre area quarry
operators, had agreed to buy the B&C with the
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" The brakeman signals the head end for a hitch as a trainis’
being put together during the last year of operations. fim
Shaughnessy Photo

The last run on the main line occurred on November 15,
1956, General manager Charles Morrell, conductor John
Spaulding, and brakeman Calvin Richards are registering

their train and checking bulletins in the Montpelier

depot—a very sad occasion for all concerned. William Gouve
"Collection

understanding that his proposed “Montpelier &
Barre Railroad Company” would operate only the
segment connecting the top of Barre Mountain
with Montpelier, a distance of fourteen miles. It
was agreed that all service on the line between
Barre Transfer and Wells River would be discon-
tinued on November 15 and that this section would
be dismantled. In addition, Putnam reported that
Maurice L. Kelley had negotiated the sale of the

Y R I R T

railroad’s depot and office building in Montpelier
and the adjacent land to E.W. Bailey & Company so
that this grain company might consolidate and
expand its operations in the area. )
Although the granite companies were not in

“favor of selling the line at this time, the B&M

wanted very much to do so. Putnam had acquired
some of the stock over a period of time, and when
he sided with the B&M on the issue of selling to
Pinsly, the quarry owners were outvoted.

Those participating in the negotiations included
Patrick ]J. McGinnis, representing the Boston &
Maine’s minority financial interest; Robert S.
Gillette and Wendell 5mith of the Rock of Ages
Corporation, Graniteville; Heber G. England of
Jones Brothers, Barre; Maurice L. Kelley, represen-
ting Wells-Lamson Company, Barre; represen-
tatives of the Salzberg family of New York City;
Samuel M. Pinsly; and Lewis A. Putnam. Murray
M. Salzberg was Pinsly’s brother-in-law and
himself president of several short-line railroads in
Vermont (the 5t.J&LC), New York, Pennsylvania,
Iowa, Arkansas, and Louisiana.

Upon completion of these negotiations, Putnam
reminded the press that the agreement was subject

to 1.C.C. approval, and he emphasized that “All
parties have made every possible attempt to see

that as much service to the public as can be will be
preserved without interruption.”

Train operations on the entire B&C came to a
close on November 15 as planned. Employees
learned of the suspension of service by notices
attached to bulletin boards at stations. and shops
along the line. The final revenue round trip to
operate over -the Montpelier-Wells River line
departed from Montpelier in midafternoon on the
fifteenth. Engine No. 14 hauled the seventeen-car
train, whose five veteran crewmen were making
the saddest railroad trip of their lives, Alfred
Canales handled the throttle of No. 14, and his
fireman was Lorenzo Michaud, himself an ex-
perienced engineer. John K. Spaulding was the
conductor in charge of the train, and the brakemen
were long-time employees Calvin Richards and
Wilmont Grandfield. Stops were made at Fairmont
(East Montpelier), Plainfield, and South Ryegate to
pick up cars, and the train pulled into Woodasville for
the last time at 6:16 P.M. with twenty-one cars and

-one passenger.

The Barre Daily Times reported, “The cars were
backed into the Woodsville station, and as the train
stood on a siding in the yard a small line of old-

- timers climbed aboard for a final handshake and
solemn goodby. As the train made its way back over-
the mountains for the last time, men, women,and ~ -~

children dotted the byways to watch and give a final

salute.” With the arrival of this train in Montpeh'err
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at 9:35 P.M., for all practical purposes the B&E--
ceased to exist, and at midnight the control of the .

“Hill Line” was transferred to the newly organized
Montpelier & Barre Railroad Company. On
November 21, an unpublicized extra run was made
from Montpelier to Wells River to move the
remaining foreign cars off the line.

Forty-two B&C employees lost their jobs upon
the completion of the final run. They were all
veteran railroaders with virtually spotless service
records. The main office staff, employed jointly by
the B&C and the 5t.J&LC, was kept on temporarily,
but these people, too, were soon affected by layoffs.
The employees at the time of the discon’cmuance of

service included:

Train crews:

Montpelier—
AL. Canales, WM. Clark, W.A. Starkey, L.E.

Michaud, A.F. Warren, L.F. Whittemore, C.W,

Richards, JK. Spaulding, L.C, Stewart, C.R. Annis,
© W.D. Grandfield,r R.T. Lane, J.P. O'Neill, and F.P.

Stewart

Barre—

W.L. Dudley, EJ. Burke, P.T. Smlth and H.A.

Shangraw

Nonoperators;
Montpelier agent H.E, Brundage; Barre freight clerks

R.H. Coxon, W.L. Freeman, and L.C. Lawliss; and
Barre flagman L.A. Laurendeau

. Maintenance personnel:

Montpelier—
D.L. Freeman, G.L. Lamell, R.W. Wilder, R.T. Lane,

L.A. Sweet, and J.K. Carver

Barre— .
I..J. Lawrence, E.A. Gingras, and E.O, Clark

Plainfield—
A.8. Goodhue, W J. Barnett, and G.W. Holmes

South Ryegate—
H.A. Robinson and W.Z. Heath

Websterville—

E.H. Pelkey

Mechanical personnel:
Montpelier— Riverton—
C.A. Bachelder RF. Mercier
Barre—- Websterville—
J.C. Parry L.M. Rivers

In addition to the men listed above, seven other
employees had been dismissed in preceding months
when it became obvious that service was likely to
soon be suspended. Four veterans who'had already
reached retirement age chose to retire at this time,
while a number of others made their individual
decisions in the following months., Unused vaca-
tion time that had been earned during 1956 was
paid to the employees in cash.
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- After two days of deliberations near the end of
November, Putnam announced that the B&C’s
liquidating committee had completed its work. He
reported that employment was available on the
Montpelier & Barre for several former B&C
veterans. In addition, a contract to dismantle the

- line between Barre Transfer and Wells River had

been awarded to the Horton Construction Com-
pany of Taunton, Massachusetts. This firm had a
considerable amount of experience dismantling
Eastern railroads—most notably portions of the
New Haven and the B&M. They hired all the
furloughed section men who wanted to work with
the understanding that these men would be
available to work on the M&B whenever the new
road needed them. By late 1956, scrap steel prices

* had risen to a record level of ninety-eight dollars a

ton, and on December 2, the first rails were lifted at
the Gallison Hill Road in Montpelier. This work
continued eastward during the winter months,
weather permitting, until the final rail was pulled at
Wells River at 8:10 A.M. on March 18, 1957 and
loaded onto the scrap train headed by diesel No. 14.

Following the incorporation of the Montpelier &
Barre Railroad Company on November 13 and the
purchase of the B&C right-of-way from
Montpelier to the quarries for $250,000, Pinsly
negotiated the purchase of three seventy-ton diesel
locomotives for $100,000. He also acquired one
caboose, two snowplows, work train equipment,
the Montpelier shops, and the inventory of tools
and parts for another $70,000. Former B&C diesels
12, 14, and 15 soon became M&B 21, 22, and 20,
respectively.

The new corporation’s first board of directors
was comprised of three local men—J. Wendell
Smith, Maurice L. Kelley, and Loren H. Allen—as
well as Ira Strieff, New York; Harold Levine,
Woburn, Massachusetts; Ben Collins, Rutland,
Vermont; and Pinsly. Smith, Kelley, and AHen were
former directors of the B&C; Levine and Collins
remained members of the M&B directorate for only
a short time.

By mid-December 1956, the 1.C.C. ofﬁaaﬂy
approved the sale of the B&C to Pinsly as
anticipated. Pinsly immediately held an evening
press conference at the Barre Hotel to explain his
plans for the reinstatement of rail service between
Montpelier and the Quarry District. Pinsly explain-

. ed that while the LC.C. had just approved the sale

of the line, government regulations required a
separate approval for him to begin operations with

the newly formed Montpelier & Barre Railroad

Company. In anticipation of receiving such ap-
proval, Pinsly promised that shippers on the line

would receive “the finest service they have ever ' -
had.” The new owner indicated that he would make
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frequent visits to the area to oversee his invest-
ment. In addition, he told the press that as many

"~ “former B&C employees as possible would be hired

to work on the new road. Pinsly stated that one of
the first changes the public would notice would be
new colors on the road’s three locomotives. Trueto
his word, the somber black paint scheme of the
B&C was replaced with bright red with yellow
stripes—the same paint scheme used on the motive
power of the other Pinsly roads.

One of the ex-B&C locomotives was used by the
Horton company while dismantling the Wells River
line, while the other was leased to the 5t.J&LC. The
Bangor & Aroostook Railroad in Maine purchased
six flatcars immediately through arrangements
made by the B&C liquidation committee, while the
Rock of Ages granite firm bought a similar number.
The fifty-five remaining cars were assembled for
inspection by prospective buyers near the Green

Mountain Power Corporation station just east of .

Montpelier.
Hardly had the various agreements and contracts

" been signed and L.C.C. approvals been received

when officials of the Vermont Highway Depart-
ment expressed interest in obtaining sections of the
right-of-way between Barre Transfer and Wells
River for highway improvement. The entire right-
of-way was subsequently sold to the Vermont
Department of Forests and Parks, which later
turned portions of it over to the Vermont Highway
Department. During the next few years, several
highway relocation and rehabilitation projects
using this right-of-way were completed.

On January 10, 1957, the LC.C. gave formal
permission to the Montpelier & Barre Railroad to
commence operations on fourteen miles of track
between Montpelier and the quarries and on 7.7
miles of yard tracks and industrial sidings. Pinsly
was also authorized to 1ssue 3, DOO shares of $100

per value stock.
The first M&B train operated over the line on

January 15, 1957 to service the Rock of Ages quarry |

in Graniteville and the Wells-Lamson quatry in

Websterville. At this time, the M&B had about

twenty employees, and Pinsly was hopeful that
business would warrant a second frain crew in the

- near future, In this regard, in an article in the

January 12, 1957 Burlington Free Press, Pinsly was
quoted as saying, “It’s up to the people. The area
needs a railroad and we need the people’s support
for a successful operation. You can’t run a railroad
on love and snow.” ‘

The first day of Mé&B operations weather-wise
was not soon forgotten by the employees. The first

train left Montpelier for Barre and Graniteville at 8

A.M. pushing a snowplow to break open the line.
Subzero temperatures and winds accounted for a
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wind chill factor that was practically out of sight,
and opening ceremonies planned for the occasion

were mercifully postponed,
Company officials immediately commenced the

task of reestablishing positive relations with

“former B&C customers and securing new sources

of freight traffic for the line. In spite of the inroads
made by trucks in the granite-hauling market and

" the impending expansion of theinterstate highway

system into the area, positive prospects were held
for the M&B largely because the line was short in
length, eager to serve the transportation needs of
the many businesses that bordered its tracks, and
uncomplicated in its operating characteristics
{except for the 5 percent grades and switchbacks on
Millstone Hill).

During the summer of 195'7 varjous moderniza-
Hon projects were completed by the new owner.

- The drab shop buildings along the bank of the

Winooski River in Montpelier, long an eyesore to
motorists traveling U.S. Route 2 on the opposite
side of the river, were covered with attractive new
siding. To complete this project, workmen had to
erect staging that extended into the river. In
September 1957, what was reported to be the
largest electric sign in the state was erected on the
roof of the newly renovated shop building. The
eight- by ninety-foot sign, which spelled out
“Montpelier & Barre Railroad,” was placed by the
Barre Sign Company. At night the sign emitted a
red glow that could be seen a great distance, and it
soon became a local landmark. Next, the company

“installed two-way radios in the locomotive cabs,

offices, and automobiles of supervisory personnel
so that switching movements and communications
could be greatly speeded up.

One factor that did threaten the M&B’s viability,
however, was the parallel track of the Central
Vermont’s Barre Branch, which threaded a path
from Montpelier Junction into the capital and then
ran alongside the Mé&B for another six and one-half
miles to Barre City. Both Pinsly and Donald M.

‘Kerr, general manager of the Central Vérmont,

recognized that this duplication of trackage and
service was not economically justifiable.

The B&C had been trying for some time to
complete a deal with the CV to use, lease, or buy the
latter’s tracks. One plan reportedly had fallen
through because the B&C had not yet broken its
connection with the B&M at Wells River. The CV,
obviously, was interested in acquiring all the traffic
originating from or consigned to the B&C.

According to CV sources, this duplication of
facilities in the area had long been a source of
concern to them. However, until the B&C ceased
operations, no feasible solution could be found.
This might imply that either the B&C had lacked




sufficient capital to buy the CV branch or that the
two roads simply could not reach.a mutually
satisfactory arrangement for joint operations in the

Montpelier-Barre area. .

In any case, Pinsly and Kerr commenced

negotiations for the sale of the CV’s Barre Branch
to the Mé&B. On September 20, they announced
that the M&B would buy the eight-and-one-half-
mile branch for $352,000.

Incidentally, one persistent rumor at the time of
the B&C abandonment was that the Central
Vermont would take over the B&C, shut down the
line to Wells River, and operate trains from
Montpelier Junction to Montpelier, Barre, and the
quarries. In doing so, it was said, the CV would
combine the best features of both roads’ trackage
and facilities. Time was soon to prove that while
some of the details were correct, the idea of the CV
operating the line was not.

The 1.C.C. approval of the M&B’s purchase of
the CV's Barre Branch was received on March 17,
1958. In the report, the Commission remarked:

The trackage involved is almost entirely of 80-
and 90-pound second-hand rail, most of which was
laid prior to 1905. It has steep grades which at one
point rise 72.5 feet within 1.4 miles, 35 curves
aggregating about 60 per cent of the total mileage,
and 11 bridges and culverts installed in 1875.
Within the next ten vears an estimated $350,000

.should be spent to recondition the line and place it
in the classification standard suitable for the

volume of tonnage moving thereover.

In testimony supplied to the L.C.C., the CV had
conceded that the branch was unprofitable, and
speaking in support of the Pinsly offer to purchase
the line, CV officials expressed the opinion that:

The traffic handled from the Montpelier-Barre
area by the CV and M&B together (estimated at
4,300 carloads annually in 1957} is not sufficient to
sustain competitive railroads operating between
Montpelier and Barre. Most of the tonnage over
the line consists of granite quarried at a nearby
mountain top and hauled to Barre for finishing
over a line which has extremely severe grades and
difficult operating conditions. Central Vermont
would not consent to operate the quarry branch
under any circumstances and for that reason
asserts that the Montpelier should be entitled to a
line haul on all the granite moving from Barre to
Montpelier Junction in order to supplement the
revenues from the initial movement, Otherwise,
the Montpelier might not be able to operate
successfully, and if its operations become so
burdensome to warrant discontinuance of service,
the consequence would be that the granite industry

“would suffer irreparable injury.

1.C.C. approval of the agreement meant that the
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Mé&B could look forward to an additional 3,100

carloads of freight annually, 6,200 tons of less-
than-carload freight, and an additional $200,000 in
annual gross revenues, Also, consolidation of the
Barre Branch and the Mé&B inte one operating
entity would provide the Pinsly firm with a
potential market of ninety customers in
Montpelier, Barre, and surrounding towns, fifty of
whom were already established clients. Twenty of
these businesses represented the quarry operators,
stonecutters, polishers, and tool and abrasives
suppliers congregated in Barre, Websterville, and
Graniteville, Of great importance also were
customers dealing in lumber, feed, grain,
beverages, farm equipment, highway salt, and
other raii-oriented commedities, '

The I.C.C. approval of the plan cited the
effective date of the change of ownership as 12:01
A.M., May 1. The last Central Vermont train to
arrive in Barre pulled in on April 30 with engineer
William Martin at the throttie of engine 8162, an
Alco 5-4. After the train's return to Montpelier
Junction, general agent George Murtagh closed the
freight office for the last time. Murtagh had been
on the job here since November 1932, and he had
seen a lot of changes. Five clerks in Barre, four in
Montpelier, and the five-man train crew
transferred to other locations on the CV system.

Mé:B president Samuel Pinsly was on hand early
on the morning of May 1 to accompany.a small
group of officials over the former CV linie from
Montpelier Junction to Montpelier. Boarding this
first train at 6 A.M. with Pinsly was his wife; vice-
president and general manager Robert C. Chapin;
superintendent of maintenance Ben Sloboda;
general freight agent Charles Cerasoli; and, of
course, the four-man crew.

The M&B started using the former CV trackage
from Montpelier Junction to the U.S. Route 2
crossing at Dodge’s Bridge. on the Barre-
Montpelier road almost immediately. At this point,
the M&B switched to the former B&C line to obtain
a nearly gradeless line into Barre City. Parts of the
former CV trackage between Route 302 and Barre
Junction were relatively steep, and often freight
trains had to be split and taken over this grade in
two sections. The unused trackage from both lines
was soon removed. '

Little time was wasted in remodeling both the
passenger station and freight house in Barre. The
former was converted into offices, while the latter
was renovated to serve as company headquarters.
A new loading dock and crane were erected at Barre
to facilitate the handling of granite shipments.
Regular service consisted of two round trips daily
between the guarries and the CV connection at

Montpelier Junction.
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JHE REVISION of ownership on the Barre

and Chelsea Railroad didn’t provide any

‘ renewed life into the struggling railroad;
business continued to decline during the early 1950s.
Support was not forthcoming from the shippers and
the traveling public, and as profits took a steady drop,
the Barre and Chelsea formally requested permission
from the Interstate Commerce Commission on Decem-
ber 13, 1955, to abandon operations. The Barre and
Chelsea was oPerating 48 nules of track at that time,
which included the former Montpelier and Wells
River line to Wells River. Then on January 1,1956, the
Barre and Chelsea management found it necessary to
discontinue what still remained of any passenger serv-
ice on the Barre and Chelsea Railroad.

Interstate Commerce Commission examiners held
hearings on the abandonment request during 1956,
but during the interim successful negotiations began
regarding the sale of the railroad o Samuel M. Pinsley
of Boston, an owner/operator of several small short-
line railroads. Pinsley agreed to purchase the physical
assets of the Barre and Chelsea Railroad and then
form a new railroad corporation that would operafe
only that portion of the railroad from Montpelier to
the quarries on the Hill in Barre, 14 miles of main line
and about 7 miles of sidings. The agreement stated
that the old Montpe]ier and Wells River track from
Barre Transfer to Wells River would have to be dis-

mantled.
With that agreement in hand, management ran the

CHAPTER 9

-The Sky Route Is Fallihg

Iast scheduled Barre and Chelsea freight run between
the towns of Montpelier and Wells River on Novern-
ber 15, 1956. The event was understandably a sad one
for the veteran employees of the Barre and Chelsea
Railroad, an emotion-filled trip- over a line that ence
supported as many as six regular passenger trains

daily plus several daily freight runs. The track be-
tween the two towns was pulled up that same winter,

and the right-of-way property was later sold to the

Vermont Department of Forests and Parks.

The new railroad corporation formed by Samuel
Pinsley hecame known as the Montpelier and Barre
Railroad, The Barre and Chelsea had officially ceased
to operate in mid-November, and after waiting a few
weeks for Interstate Commerce Commission approval,
the Montpelier and Barre began to function in mid-
January of 1957. The first Montpelier and Barre train
to make a run up the Sky Route to the Quarnes went
up the Hill on January i35, 1957, to the ‘Rock of Ages
quarry in Graniteville and to the Wells-Lamson
quatry in Websterville. "

The initial seven-man board: of directors of Pins-
ley’s Montpelier and Barre Railroad corporation in-
duded three local businessmen who had previously
heen associated with the directorship of the former
Barre and Chelsea Railroad: ]. Wendell Smith aud
Manrice Kelley of the granite industries and Loren H.
Allen,

Samuel Pinsley made a public statem
shippers at that time that was somewhat reminiscent

ent to ﬁ]e
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[t was a sad occasion on November 15, 1956, as general manager Charles Morrell, conductor Jobn Spanlding, and brakeman
Calvin Richards checked the builetins at the Montpelier depot prior to the last run to Wells River.

A

of statements that shippers had heard many times in
years past. He promised that the new railroad’s cus-
tomers would receive “the finest service they ever
had” This assurance was made in all sincerity, and
Pinsley had the experience to carry it out if conditions
had been favorable, Unfortumately, this did not prove
to be the case.

For a number of years prior to the purchase of the
raltoad by Samuel Pinsley, the Barre and Chelsea
Railroad and the Montpelier and Wells River Railroad
had tried to work out an agreement with the Central

Vermont for a Jjoint operation or 2 lease arrangement

of the duplicating tracks between Montpelier and
Barre Transfer and between the Transfer and Barre
village, ‘The Central Vermont, however, would make
110 agreement as long as the competing connection to
Wells River existed, because that line was probably

handling freight that could be shipped over the Cen-

tral Vermont.

Probably sharing a little reminiscing over better railroad
days in the past while checling orders for the last run to
-Wells River, November 15, 1956: Charles Morrell, John
Spaulding, and Calvin Richards,

The Sky Route Is Falling o1




Montpelier and Barre No. 25 at the switchback in 1972. Photo by author.

But now that there was a new owner, and now that
the connection to Wells River was broken, the Central
Vermont became amenable to a deal. Samuel Pinsley
agreed to purchase the track of the Central Vermonts
Barre Branch, from Mphtpeh'er to Barre village, plus
the Montpelier depdt, for $352,000. At a later date he
was also able to purchase the 2 miles of track from
Montpelier village out to the connection with the Cen-
tral Vermont main line at Montpelier Junction.

On April 30, 1958, the Central Vermont made its
final freight run over its Barre Branch, with engineer
William Martin at the controls. Central Vermoni Gen-
eral Agent George Murtagh closed his freight office;
he had been there since 1932. The Central Vermont
had (in 1939) already discontinued passenger service
over the Central Vermont Barre Branch, a short Iine
that once supported as many as seven or eight regular
passenger trains daily be:twleen Montpelier and Barre.

a2 SKY ROUTE TO THE QUARRIES

Then on May 1, 1958, the Montpelier and Barre
Railroad finalized the purchase it obviously needed to
remain extant; the company took over the former Cen-
tral Vermont track and was able to remove the dupli-
cate tracks. In order to eliminate a difficult 2.4 percent
grade on one end of the old Barre and Chelsea tracks,
the Montpelier and Barre used the old Central Ver-
mont tracks from Montpelier Junction to Dodge’s
Bridge on Rt. 302 and then the old B,‘qfre and Chelsea
trackage into Barre City. The remaining rails were

.

pulled up.

Larger locomotives were soon seen along the Mont-
pelier and Barre Railroad as Pinsley replaced the 70-
ton diesels with some elderly 100-ton units acquired
from the Boston and Maine Railroad. But despite the
measures to economize, operating revenues declined.
Costs were rising, and markets for railroad traffic were

shrinking.




The Montpelier and Barre acquired a half dozen elderly diesel units from the Boston 8 Mamme Railroad. No. 25 was a
105-ton engine, seen here traveling light between Montpelier village and Montpelier Junction in 1972 on the track that

was acquired from the Central Vermont Railroad. Photo by quthier.

While Vermont granite had once been a premier
building material used for large structures, prestressed
concrete slabs were now specified for reasons of econ-
omy. The decrease in granite traffic was further aggra-
vated by the construction of the interstate highways to
expedite truck traffic.

The year 1971 was apparently the last year that the
railroad provided any profit for the Pinsley owner-
ship; a net income of $10,343 was realized. By then,
inbound traffic accounted for 85 percent of the busi-
ness and, strangely enough, this included various
colored granite shipments from such distant locations
as North Dakota, Virginia, Canada, and Europe for
finishing in the local sheds. ' '

Track maintenance also continued to suffer and
plague ratlroad operations as the share of track traffic
constantly grew, both with granite coming off of the
kill to the sheds below and with finished goods
shii)ped from the sheds, Ironically, one of the major
trucking firms at this time was a Pinsley-owned com-

pany known as Granite Center Delivery.

g4 SKEY ROUTE TO THE QUARRIES

In the'eérly 1970s there were only about ten men

left on the Montpelier and Barre Railroad payroll;
there had been twenty-two employees at the formation
of the corporatien in 1957. They were running only
one engine. By the latter 1970s the engine was dis-
patched up the Hill only on request. '
" The result was inevitable. By December 1978, the
S. M. Pinsley Company came to the same point of
defeat that previous owners had suffered; it filed an
application to the Interstate Commerce Commission
for abandenment of the Montpelier and Barre Rail-
road. A strong wave of concern swept through the
offices of the state and regional economic develop-
ment groups because of the threat.of curtailing eco-
nomic growth. The transportation service provided
by the Montpelier and Barre Railroad was not a large
factor of support for local industries, but for a small
number of them it was important. The State of Ver- -
mont thus stepped directly into the picture, and after
2 years of negotiations with the Pinsley family, a suc-
cessful ownership transfer was worked out.




On September 19, 1980, the Pinsley Company

agreed to sell the railroad properiy to the State of

Vermont for $740,000, excluding the Barre depot at
Depot Square and the adjoining parking areas. There

" had been considerable consternation in the hallowed

offices of the Montpelier legislators because the state
had already become owner of three other railroads
with only mixed success. But saving the Montpelier
and Barre was deemed to be advantageous for eco-
nomic growth, especially in view of Vermont’s effort
to persuadé.Bombardier, Inc., to locate a new light-
weight rail vehicle assembly plant on the Hill in Barre.

Prior to the state’s actual purchase of the railroad, a
new company had been formed to operate the rail-

road, provided that the state became the owner of the
physical property. Early in 1980 the Washington
County Railroad Company was put together with
stoek purchased b)} thirty of the Montpelier and Barre
Railroad’s largest customers, The combine was cre-
ated by the efforts of Bertil Agell, executive director of
the Central Vermont Economic Development Corpo-
ratton, and Agell became the first president of the
Washington County Railroad. In September 1980 the
State of Vermont entered into an agreement for a 10-
year lease of the property to the Washington County
Railroad. '

The new Washington County Railroad went into

operation in December 1980 with three employees

Track maintenance suffered as revenues vanished.

The Sky Route Is Falling 95




The logical and inevitable competiﬁon given by the trucking industry had been a growing bane for many years. The City of
Barre is viewed from the railroad crossing on Gianiteville road in 1972, Photo by author.

and a single locomotive leased from the Lamoille Val-
ley Railroad. Other than the new Bombardier plant,
however, which was butlt in 1981, there appeared to be
very litile on which to build a new customer base.
Over the next 18 years the Washington County
Railroad struggled along under the mantle of two or
three different corporations with successive leases to
operate on the state-owned track. Then in September
1999 the Washington County Railroad was taken over
by Vermont Rail Systems, Inc., a small-line railroad
management system founded by Jay Wolfson in 1963.
Wolfson was a ploneer in providing a model regard-
ing the establishment of a2 working relationship be-
tween state-owned railroad properties and a private
operator, His son, David Wolfson, is now managing
the conglomerate of various Wolfson enterprises. The
Wolfsons’ Vermont Rail System is presently operating
five different railroads in Vermont on state-owned
trackage. In fact, there is only one other railroad oper-
ating in Vermont that is not under the Wolfson
umbrella, the New England Ceniral, operating on the
former rail system of the Central Vermont Railroad.
The Washington County Rairoad has managed to
stay alive, but just barely. A single engine, a GPg, is

96 SKY ROUTE TO THE QUARRIES

kept in a shed at Barre, and a two-man crew travels to
Barre once or twice a week from the Burlington head-
quarters to take care of what Lttle business company
management can acquire. In fact, there are only two
customers at this point in 2003, Sprague Energy and
Allen Lumber Co., but Vermont Rail Systems is said
to be aggressively seeling new customers. Ironically,
the product on which the Sky Route came into exis-
tence, granite, is now practically nonexistent as a
freight item.

The backbone of support for the Washington
County Railroad ever since its inception in 1980 had
been the rail car plant built by Bombardier on Barre’s
Millstone Hill. For 21 years the newly constructed
commuter cars were hauled off the Hjll by the Wash-
ington County Railroad, but in 2002 the large plant
was permanently closed down. The steep grade up
the Hill lay idle; the future of Barre’s railroad is again
in serious jeopardy.

"The once proud and prosperous little railroad that
had conquered the steep grades to reach the quarries
and that had saved the granite indu_stfy from an early
death in the 1880s is now but a little-known bit of the
past, The Sky Route to the Quarries, once such a vital




|
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link for the residents on the Hilt and the quarry work-
ers and stone craftsmen of the village, has been dying
a lingering demise. Unfortunately, the Washmgton

County Railroad, still functioning as a modern-day
remnant of the once proud Barre Railroad, is now just

a heavy hauler way past its prime.

The Sky Route Is Falling
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clties nog/or toanshlon o Sonepat fer Clty, Bartin, fare., by sy Aareg
Yosn as 1! preceads fres Hts tealnning tn “antral jor ity wuinganterty
Te 14s terming 1a Barie Tost.,  The longth of fuls ELPPIdar 1A appPoeie
ataly U miles ond ) vorfos i width, a5 choen on 1on oferessif {omne
maps, fromoabout I2Y pa R L L 2 ety o mfbey oy TEmsd A1
which le witnln 1hy range of soveral typlegl BT lomn of G org 160 fepr
in winth,

In the City of Hantpel {or the arridor soorrazes ot tha WESTerby
felngss of wermare ol by dovetoped iond and proceeds seutheastorty abogs
52 miles tirowgh the Clty In zlosa prixisl iy 9 ang meral by paral Tat
Yo tho Wingoskl Rlvar, which the Hine crossos ot fowr locations,  The
nelghbarkosds panoa Tirewsgh aip gene af b eermaroisl, figgg TP 3
and Inierie residontiag, and whst Ceans flansay crosses arm Maln Stroor
and B. 5. Frute 2 4t $hg ATy adgs mf fea Tity. T temrnrapiy of the
earridar and aileining land g toynld,

In tho Town of Barlln, $he coreldar eoal lnuen frem dhg Eoafraiior
Clty Yoo pi the fourth Winoasht Bivar sroasing In o Southessterly diresyipn
poraliel o the Stevens Broncn River 1or opout =03 mlles o Hhe Darrg City
tion, Tho it ghbtrhood passes thransh vanges, trem undorial ogeed back }ang

10 comnreiaf and roegidential yags, 'Y erantes 1. 5. Royts T ot "Vodges

Lrossing®.  From U. 5, Raytn 307 te tha Barro Clty fing partlons of the
tond vecupled by thy corridor TG river bank pateeen the 3foyens Branch

and {ha hlgusay,

tn tha Clity of Barrw, 1ho Loreldor condinyss rpihiasteriy {voem vho

Barlly Toun linu for atous 3.9 eltes fo ihn Barew Toun e souibarly ol




Quarry 11 Boad and #he Cant Porhslde Terraco dovelopment,  The nelghbor-
koods pascod fhrough vary from resfdentiod fo corenrzlal and Industrilal.
In severnl prens fho corridoe fo oa dividing 1lne totseen coerarcial and
Indusfrial useg, It crosses awamus otroots and the arterial hinhway
Voreent Aogis 607, The fapsqaraphy io ﬁi‘ﬂ;.‘l‘-fil?’; Toval escopt fram tha Jafl-
house HBronch atroas erossheg (o fha Harre Yosn 1o shers 1 1s an a gl Ight
upgrade and the dielnlog lands Desose mars varfalle In torralp, From
this Berlin Toun finn $o the 1oreee Jones Seother, gqranlie <bmis. He corrfihee
is mdlacent fo €, S« Foute 302 and Is in o fleod plals woodod prab.

tn the Town of Barro the corridar contlnuos souihcaforty on o varled
wpgrade trom 1 Dareo CHYy lina for sbount s sltes to 12 fersinos In
U -or Oropitovitle, near tho 8ock of Agos nuarry,  Tha nofghbiorbocds possoed
thrgegh consist of residentlat, eonlelpat and Industirlal uses, Thiz g the
est rural zpetion of $ha corrvildoer sng adoining lands arp marg genarally
undawaloped,  Fee of e adloinle laeds ave arcos gl darge gesmnd e grout
tillos and granlfe gquarrles, cperaflng bnd shondorad.  Tha topoaraphy varies
froma tewnd flolds and wnemds bo sioop ssods! hl11alde 1o quareled landa,

Laisting Ieproaeeents sonnlst of tho Statfon boliding asd ong fraight
byildiag 21 Dopad Cguare In flaree Gliy, 3 ealntonance buliding of f Barro
Strend Tn Honipeller City 30d the bortsara, tracks, Tios and pridoes.
Thars G5 a apli ghaed afd fros Sranlte Stroot In Sanipel far Cliy which 13

nat cepnidared 45 Lo Dontpevlior-flarre Do 'S mroperly botoudo tho Jesass

hat Hho rignt of remsoval, The Buiddings ara gonocalty fn poor conditlens




Highest ond Bast tsn

17 Is estioyled ths8 dha highest ond bodt use of this ral froad corridor
wlth a status of legsl abandrement g for Hguldation or dizpoasd by sub=
dividing 11 Into goveral parenin for aale to s jolnlny oxnora andfor o
Investors aad dewelopers.

Thiz highes? and boat wa s predizated on the fost fhe h!nmimii@f-
Barrg Aallread Co., tec., has Bilad Jor o has been granted ahandanssst
tocause M Vlme gas ra Jenger ba profitapdy operated and {) Ta ret In
they mtlie®s faformal 'o sootleae 1f3 vporabion at a less. Also, It
ansuras More §n no apporeat domand to ealatals 1his cocrldar Intac) 4 -

wtes gihier Yhan o roafirosd,
w—

Bathnd of favleating valis

The mprroach wies fo vaiun 180 real estate, Tand and holldings, in
thy Aol icinated Use or Dowlopmond Botfo 8%, e emlloed w1 resndd In
43 ostima¥a of 360 aet werth of fhe real enfaln abter faciars 1o unnalopb e
parcgle, fiee fo sold {9lscomaey fectord, tolling <oy eed prodit hase
boeo deductod from fhe grobs antielipsted tales,

T ostieated colvage valus of bordesio Trofls, Sles and twldgez) is

adted i Tho oot wurth of Y ol eolofe. TRiy oddition {5 mads m imtlv;ni‘*ﬂ

150 To¥al eilented ra!as:t af all of e propecty whizh The Ragngy P:ay E‘*ﬂ’ﬁ&aﬁﬁ.

A ey 2 B g fi[ﬂjf@ i@x Hyfie R Rk £ in ﬂﬁ?jllé‘in a ”’H‘? !"W[ ﬂgtﬂiﬂj

aﬂ&é#&ﬁ o dhy adfosdy of hls Topmoa,




Highost ond Post lsa

It Is ystimatod that tne highost ami bust uwse of thls ral Iroad corrldor
with o status of legal ovandonzont 1a for Llguidatlon or digposal by sub=
dividing It lato soveral parzois for spte to adfolning oxnars and/or 4o
Ehv&ﬁiurﬁ and dovelspers.

Thie klghaznt und bisst use §s predicniod on fhe Inct tha Monipal lor=
Barro Ratlrcad €o,, Inc., tas fied for ar oz been granfed ohandansoni
bocouse tho liana can na longor ba profiianly eporated and 11 bs mat in
tha pubtic’s lmara*:_i_ to centlnuo 145 opuration nt o loss. Alsa, iF

nusumas thore Is no apparent demand ta eaintn?y this corrldor inkact for

uses aiher than o rollroad,

Eathot of Eatisating Valus

The opprosch usod 9o value fhe ranl ettata, lind ong buildiegs,. Ig
the "’-Ani‘!c‘lpalnd Use or Uevelopmont Molbo™,  Inis mofeod wlld (-;;;r,gul_llfi?_ {n
an gatimatn of the ped werih of the roal estate after lestars fore m’gamsﬁ'j@
parcels, oy Yo sl {(dlscount festory, solllng costg and profld huva

been Jaducted from fhe groas antleipated sales,

The estiealod salvage valuo of hardears (ralls, Hos and brlﬂgggl far

addod 1o ihe net worth of the real sstato. This odditles Jg ;::;ﬂa_fa i
*iho teini astleatod valun af all ol the pmper!y wlilch the A,g;}ﬁt’f-.
A tn;rr ui tho eptimate for thia progerty, In ﬂddliiuﬂ i tha n&ﬂ ein e

: uﬂnch-ﬁd 1@ iha pddénds of thlg ragort,




Yaluation Oaka angd Coanclunions

Oross Anticlpeto Sales

Thn grogs antloipated sales arg dovolgpsi In Fha broakcosen for sub-

dlvision of the rallroad rend astato fncloded heroin,  Thisn breakdown

apprazimnrigs the pusber and iocablen of sysdivided parcela snd 1Y Indlcates
L]

tho o051 lmate of valug for cach pareal. These estiralos of safus waro made

wlth conslderation glves to soveral sofos In o tontpolior-Barro arag. A
tapulation of fhese gulos s Inctuded I the gddenda of K35 repert.
from an Inspoction of fha progarty and adlainlng prepo~tios, [t Iy

estlrated there nra sppeoxicalnly 95 marloinbio gasoels <1ty a grows anfici-

pated anlos of 1053,0G0, ndjusted e $173,.204.

w—— ¥

Unanieabio Farcein

Tharg are portlens ol tho corridor whies aro of 1ittle use fo anyons,
olther as addlvions or separato cooncoie unfis and 11 1u predeslede sumh
portlens may ngwer sel! 10 iho loreseeahie fuluro, For 4;4; m;sm‘) n ﬂgduc—s
e of 0% from the gross mflcloemd sales s =adn Mo r-:r;nlf !n an aaﬂmimi
odjusted groas sales of $773,200. '

Oiszcount fnr Tie~ 1o Sall ‘ R

The Hreo requirad 1o soll or dispeso of all ef {ha gubd ylaedé'g,amais

Is mayleatad fo bo ol years or {ifiecn parcalsper year, ‘I‘les

an mverogy softiey 1iee ot Thepo yooars for ma entirn mrﬁﬁi-abi

{4 in agtlemiod that e sppeopriate Jipsount rafoe s 138, Tnia
by conservative In vies of 1h prosent mongy marbat cﬂaﬂiﬂm

¢

Cafy presauras.  Hawgeor, Btﬁ'ﬂﬁsi]f m-dl”nn:s arg cﬁfx;iaﬁgrad h

l'f' et Aan nm%m. : anm*mnf; ntintton ;:nd-mf &




Saliling Cosy

A solling cost of 3500 per parcel To allowond for gnbrl vinfon porei ra,

survey cost, logal feas. ofe.

Frafit
A protlt of 2% Is allownd for becawsa the Ibghest and boat uss To
for zubdivision and part of the cost wlil pp the subiffeldar®s proftt an

tha antliclpated ool sales. This allowanes 16 in ) iee wlih proflty owpecied

by developers In tho proden? markgd,




Entdeate o1 Yalue

Surrary of Dafa:  Area = 127.9 Acrns, rore or foss
Eatimated Parcgls - 90
Eatlzated Sobllog Tles = 6 yosrs (Aug, 3 yra.)
Bincoun? Bate - 128
Disecount Factor fer 3 yoprs = 0.711780

bnrayleghie parovla o« 10T factor

Frofly -~ 5%
Esflmnte of Yalus:
Grrss Antlelpared Satos 5859, 10D

Unsalasblo parcals (daduct 101) a5, 700

Adfusfod Gross Sales $775,200

Blorounted Adfusied Bross Salog

$¥75,300 « .M 180 3550, 350

Lets por parcef sellling paat

30 = $509 45,000

5505, 350

Hat Salos

Lean sroflt 8398 126, 120
$%79,010

Bof Frasent Borth of feal Estate
Bzyndaid Yo 370,000

Plus Extiented Falvagn valus of Hardanrg

1276, 400

3607, 300

{Raltn, Vias, Uridges)

EstTmated Yaluz of Froperty
feosindded 1o L6007, 000




HREAYDIR Fo SURDIVIGION BY MONIVELIER-BARAE RALLROAD REAL ESVATH

TRACK

INCYTIFICATION ARG SIE

N,

E5TIMATED
ACHE
YALNE

Siatn Liguor Harebouse lo Wingoghl

River, Sfarions 185-73 4.18

Toyior Streot fa lorth Branch
Sratlon 82-HT

tinr i Hranch fa_ﬂaln Strent
Giatlen A8-99

YMain Sireat fo Blus Zeal Store
Station 92-94

Elaw Seal Siorg tp 9150
Santion D487 I0

GF45G w Znit hod Area
Sration 97+50 = |05

falt thad to Graslto 51,
Staflen 10%=120

Granltn Stroat 1o 130
Sratlon 1Z0-1350

Garre Strost -io dinoosk! Rlver
Staflen 153D-130

Hiprogk] Bluer o Plimear 51,
Station 142~15]

Plgrear 51, E'ly of Yan Haro's al
S5ta. 162; S¥atian 150-162

From o' iy of Yan fors's di6d 1o
Grogsmansy Stalien jG0-172

Groggman's o Nlaooshl River
Statlon 172+105

20,000

46, 805

s 0

60,004

J Hempanfn
#3200 cach

3,004

10,908

9,000

2,000

44,008

20,000

3:400.

(4,000

23,000

7,400




TRACK AT IMATED

PARCEL  JOEMTIFICATION AP 17 ACRE ESTIATED
e I - N YALUE VALUE
22 Y¥lnoosk! River fo Bouts 2 ot ¥-8a
foseryn Aroery o Rewsriant
Starion 1B6+75 -~ |BO4SH : .5 Parcal 500

2% US Yo, 2 - Borlin Town Lise af WtlA
Wincoskl Rivar L5
Lention 193208 aino YAF, 2

5

24 Ezriin Town Lipg fo Siephents ¥=8A
2ranch ot Towor Bast, & Bie, 3032 4
C.%. 5 ation 208, M.B,.51a. 17 alnn Y82,
2 25.8 f, 300 25,800

25 U5 Bte. 307 o Sowor Flant V=H4
Sintion 271275 . B 0.9 20,600 18,000

i3] Soenir Plant 1o H.0.W, for V<{Ii
F1Z6=118} project Sta, 279-233 g 3.0 1,500 4,500

27 Us Rte. J0? ar Dodgets Crossing YhZ.?

to Barlin-Barra Cliy |Ine 281 _
MO Sintlon B0~ 36 B 2,500 13,750

28 Berlinefarrg Clty Llno o {65 Ved. 2 :
{Jones Hroo. i@ 5o, ) H-165 L] iz 1,000 3.200

et donas Brom. to 181 WEE
M8 Statien 165-1H) d 2.0 20,000 40,000

10 [B1=51 ey Thread WO 2
HE Station 181-190 4 1.0 reenant 1,083 -

31 Hitloy 51, 3o Sacond 4f, j L) A
M S¥arien §50-2014 A | 1.6 41,000 A4,.000

Second 51, to Dariln 54,

BarFin 1, fo Riackwail 4t.




1DENTIFICAT 101

Te WK
Hap
1,

ESTIRATED
ALRE ESTIMATED
YALUE VALHE

Rta, 62 - fGronlfn St

Granlte St, fa fraspect ¢,

2 bulhlings

Prospeet S1. ta §a. Maln S,
Lz Haln 5P fo Avars Streod
Ayors St. to Qusrry 5%,

Quarry 51, fo atly ofan of
Eant Parkzide dovelapsont
Elgtion Zi-33

From Statlon 59 through ing
"Swifoh Bask™ jo Quarry M1}
Crogsing

Quarry HIHE Jo Teen Hahasy 8572

TH §°4 o Hidson lndusierlal Park
at “tation 46 .

Hilgon Industiriol Park
Bfatlan 4661450

Wiz, Park 1o Lowsr Hebstorvi e
© Boad gn Maln Llns #) )

Va3
511;9
V-85

¥
y

Y5

YIVT

4

Yivy

4

F0,040 58,000

=1, Ok b6, 1)
30,000

0,080 i8,400

10 remnants
A%1.000 ea. 10,000

S.000
¥ opeponls

i, 000
4 paroais
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_ TRACK CETIMATED :
PAXCEL HENTIF ICATION EAD S1Z8 ACAE ESTIZATED
—— A YALUE VALUE
27 Halp Line #2 to Vi. Graniio Co, YIvT
LEnd of Farce! H) 5 18.0 Ga0 5,000
Bi From end af Parce! 8 en VIVI/S LY
fo £nd af sunorship 748 a8 530 d,400
TATALS 127,46 B%9, 130




SUSMTY OF MARITT SWLET DATA 0ONS10IHED

ANEA
GRANTEE ) LACAT (04 DATE  ARES &0 Fl.  PRICE

[.o m—— I H09

M. & M. Hatars, inc, Mantpoller dung 1979

Sinin al Yorsant Yemitpal for July 1375 14,800

Rlcharg G, Hufchlng Montpaetior Foy, 1879 4,000

tantpol ler Propertles tonipol lar Do, 1972 F,Hm

Joemps W, Barratt Mandpo e ez, 1075 1, § 47,0600

a0

Gosa Leasing Corn. [rarila Auit. 1075 I 2000

Sohwor 2 fartin Py, 1978 42,500

H, ¥, Hebster Stotas teatpoel iar Ape. 194 0,008

J. & D, Industrios MontpolTor Hov, 1977 46,000

Packard | Hintpnl (er Dz, 1078 .l 50,30

Stoto af Yerront Horndtpsl lor Sep1. 1970 2 - 110,400

Andersen~Friburg, nc. Rarre Har, 1974 1,12 Inn

Feb, 17 % - 1.4
1,500

Blatsau-Barro, foc. fLrre

tio, Barre Grand e, oz, Harra fAug, 1978

B, P, 2 B, J. Sgatd Harrp B, §078 87%3 A00

Erd Hartin BEnrre Jan. 19719 19%q

F. & F, flublo Dt re Def. 1978 0G0
fouliford Hearing Oils Barra I'eb, 1978 7650

E. C, Lawvnleg Rarrn oy, 1076 : 7550

Fessuresy Hbdnng, Ine, fracey o, {073
B, 1. & B, 0. Burray taren Juna JO¥H
C. H. Frogf ftarta July $979
H. Yaltlanceurd flarro Jong 1970

Chsrins Thygsian, 5r. Darre Feli, 1974

Adidanifa A




_AREA
CRANTES LOCATION B ACREE &0, T, FRICE

Rouvlgdu Sranlte Ca. Harro $45,000

1,000

Burngn & Dlanchord Barrao

fnuteay Groanlto Lo, 4,000

dohn %, Cardog i, 500

HiHi~MartIn Carp. 1,800

Mliigs Alecy Co., ine. 442,500
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Fhoregraphs of Subjers Propuaty

FARCEL HD.
DATE TAKEN, Aprll 1, igBg
BY: — . Fedwyed 1, Hyhgnon

GIRECTION, SoUthenntorly glonng faenr Prieg,
IPENTIFICATION:  Trachs prisisding southenntarly feos liny 51, crosg ing fosard
drantodn o) pef oy, ‘
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4

st 51 ocve -f!?‘"j'

PARCEL HO, "

DATE TAXEH; Sardi 4F, e
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ﬂlﬂfﬂl‘ﬂ‘h Har Yhuoi ot iy

IDENTIFICATIG, 12310 Haoeranniem g e

o Mogbind {er
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i PARCEY, MO,
| DATE TAKEN, Sl 41, yamn

| 3 e - Cerward |, fagen

i DIRECYION. Fouthanstaryy

. IDEHT[FH:AIIEH; Partlon nf Fepalr shopn ang ¥ stk vigw of Tracks gs thoy procead
L Yrreard Granf o 2reat in Bontpod Ter,

i

L1}

[
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pivk g

PARCEL o,
DAT_E-T&KEM; April g, 13z

ByY: Egapra i, Hyhates

DIRECTION; Eastorty

IDENTIPICAY 102 frade ceosgleg ¢ W Foule My iy Berila,
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PARCEL KO,

DATE TAKEN; ApFit Ji, 19RD
BY; Edward L. fiyhasgen

DIRECTION; Ve tHmas tory
IDENTIFICATION: Slidings and land fo Barre City ot Deaot Sauare,

PARCEL MO,

OATE TAKEH: Agrid 1y, 129

BY; Eduyrd 1. Nghasen

 GIRECTIOH: Sauthmar fpe )y

IDENTIFICATION, Trite gransing a3 %e, Baln 2, e i qeen Chiv.
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STATE OF VERMONT
TRANSPORTATION BOARD

133 State Street, Montpelier, Vermont 05602

November 12, 1980

Re: Montpelier and Barre Railroad

Company, Inc.

CONDEMNATION ORDER OF STATE TRANSPORTATION BOARD FIXING COMPENSATION
TO BE PAID FOR THE TAKING OF LAND AND RIGHTS THEREIN IN THE
CITY OF MONTPELIER, CITY OF BARRE, TOWN OF BERLIN AND TOWN OF BARRE

e

In accordance with Chapters 5 of Title 19, Vemmont Statutes Annotafod
and Chapter 55 of Title 3, Vermont Statutes Ammotated, and in accordance with
the Notice of Hearing dated October 29, 1980, after hearing duly held at
Montpelier, on November 10, 1980 the State Transportation Board at the time
and place of hearing examined the premises, heard the parties interested in
the land therein described regarding compensation, and has fixed the compen-

sation to be awarded as follows:

All occupied structures located on the land and premises referred to

below are to be vacated, and possession given up to the State Transportation
Board, or or before the eéxpiration of ninety days from the date of filing of
this order with the City or Town Clerk of the City or Town in which said land
and premises are located, unless prior to that time the property owners cxecute
a lease agrcement for continued occupiney as a tenant with the State Apency of
Transpoertation. The halance of the land and premises acquired by this order
must be vacated and possession given up. to the State Transportation Board on
the date of filing of this order with the City or Town Clerk of the Clty or

Town in which said land and premises are located.

Any owner or interested person, affected by this order, who is dissatisfied
with the amount of damages awarded by the State Transportation Board as set
forth in this order may, within ninety days after the date this order is filed
with the City or Town Clerk, institute an appeal by a Petition in writing to
the Washington Superior Court and will be entitled to a hearing or a trial by

jury if desired.

For further information of premises and rights acquired by this order
H

reference is hereby made to plans entitled.”Montpelier Barre R.R. Co. Inc.'
1980, in the offices of the Clerks

as filed on the 28th day of October, A.D.
of the City of Montpelier, City of Barre, Town of Berlin and Town of Barre
or any revisions thereto subsequently filed therein,
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Property Owner:

Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc.
Marjorie P. Silver, President ‘

Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc.

c/o Benedict 8. Slcboda,
Vice-President, Engineering

Mortgagee:

Boston and Maine Railroad

Tenants, Lessees, and Other Interested Parties:

Richard E. Davis, Esq.

)

Central Vermont Economic Development Corporation
Bertil Agell, Executive Director

State of Vermont
Agency of Administration
Division of State Buildings
Irving Bates, Director

State of Vermont
Department of Liquor Comntrol
Jean Hickey, Director

Green Mountain Power Corporation
Bernard Brault, Vice—President

Clty of Montpeller
Chairman, Board of School Dlrectors

Capital City Gas Company
Donald Rowan, Agent

New England Telephone and Telegraph Company
David Usher, District Plant Manager

H. K. Webster Company Stores of Vt., Inc.

Wallace K. Patterson, Agent

Re: Notice of Coﬁpensation Hearing
Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc.

-

150 Causeway Street
Boston, MA 02114

Depot Square
Barre, VT 05641

150 Causeway Street
Boston, MA 02114

P.0. Box 666
Barre, VT 05641

43 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05602

2 Western Avenue
Montpelier, VT 05602

Green Mountain Drive

‘Montpelier, VT 05602

-Green Mountain Drive

Montpelier, VT (05602

Montpelier, VT 05602

Box 748
Montpelier, VT 05602

Box 448
Burlington, VT 05401

Richford, VT 05476
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Tenants, Lessees, and Other Interested Parties, contd.:

‘Twin State Sand and Gravel Co., Inc,

Attention: President

International Salt‘Company
Attention: Vice-President,
Highway and Chemical Division

Allen Lumber Company
Robert Allen, Agent

Hospital Mortgage Group, Inc.
Morris Wiener and Lee Gray, Trustees
of Trasco Realty and Trust
C. T. Corporation Systems
Hutch Concrete

c¢/o Richard Hutchins

Berlin Fire District No. 1
c/o William Keaton

" Young and Emslie Water System

c/o Dean Hedges

Jones Brothers Company
c/o Maurice L. Kelley

Haxrtford 0il Co., Inc.
c/o Alfred Guarino

Conrad and Ruth Belanger
Arthur and JoAnn Belanger

D. M. Miles Coal Co., Inc.
" c/o Vincent Sassone

Hill-Martin Company
Beoth Martin, Agent

Re: Notice of Compensation Hearing
Montpelier and. Barre Railroad Company, Inc.’

7

-3-

ALy
Fit

Box 276A
West Lebanon, NH 03784

Clarks Swmmit, PA 18411

Box 470
Barre, VT 05641

2701 §. Bayshore Drive
Coconut Grove, FL 33133
192 College Street
Burlington, VT 05401

East Montpelier, VI 05651
MR #1

Barre, VT 05641

Box 833
Montpelier, VI 05602

102 North Main Street
Barre, VT 05641

Box 350

White River Junction,_VT 05001

7 Pinewood Road

Montpelier, VI 05602

7 Pinewood Reoad
Montpelier, VT 05602

Box 387
Barre, VT 05641

450 North Main Street
Barre, VT 05641
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Tenants, Lessees, and Other Interested Parties, contd.:

Calder § Richardson, Inc,

- Allan L. Merrill, Agent

Granite Center Delivery, Inc.
Richard E. Davis, Esq., Agent

Rouleau Granite Co., Inc.
Bertrand Rouleau, Agent

R. L. Clark Store, Inc,
Rupert M. George, Agent

Bonacorsi & Sons, Inc.
Alice Bonacorsi, Agent

Calmont Beverage Co., Inc.
Silvio Semprebon, Agent

Barre Guild Comsdlidation Service, Inc.
Glenn Sulham, Agent

South Barre Granite Company
Georgianne Abbiati, Agemt -

Paul R. and Hugefte 5. Savard
d/b/a Alexander Milne Granite Co.

Barre Area -Development, Inc.
-Peter A. Foote, Agent

Empire Gas of Barre, Inc.
Norman Cohen, Agent

Rinaldo N. and Lorraine E. Conti

- . Rock of Ages

George Anaerson, Agent

Wells and Lamson Quarry, Co.
Maurice L. Kelley, Agent

Northwood AMC Corporation
M. Rouleau or R. Rouleau

Re: Notice of Compensation Hearing

Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc.
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Box 344
Barre, VT 05641

3 William Lane
Barre, VT 05641

Box 567
Barre, VT 05641

50 Prospect Street
Barre, VT 0564l

16 Prospect Street
Barre, VT 05641

21 South Main Street
Barre, VT 05641

51 Church Street
Barre, VI 05641

Box 485
Barre, VI' 05641

163 Circle Street

Barre, VI (05641

P.0. Box 336
Barre, VT 05641

18 South Main Street
Rutland, VT 05701

Box 7

- Websterville, VT 05678

Box 482 _
Barre, VT 05641

102 North Main Street
Barre, VT 05641

304 North Main Street
Barre, VT 05641




pe——

Tenants, Lessees, and Other Interested Parties, contd.

American Legion Post #10
¢/o Daniel L. Brochu, Agent

Granite Savings Bank
J. Dente, Treasurer

Granite Industries of Vermont
Silvio Nativi '

Lawson Granite Company
Albert G. Gherardi

Mahlon Gragen

Gas Co. of Vermont, Inc.

Barre Area Bicentennial Committee, Inc.
Karl -A. Rinker, Agent

Farrell Distributing Corporation

Pomerleau Real Estate Co.
c/o Antonio Pomerleau

S. L. Garand, Inc.

Richard Garand, Agent
Samuel Hoare
Antonio & Angeles Aja

Angeles A. Zorzi, Trustee
Montpelier ‘Lodge of Elks No., 924
Valz Cranite Co.

Richard E. Davis, Agent

Railroad Granite Co.
R. LaPerle, Agent

Re: Notice of Compensation Hearing
Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc.
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RD #2
Barre, VT 05641

North Main Street
Barre, VI 05641

27 1/2 Flint Place
Barre, VT 05641

Quarry Street
Barre, VT 05641

61 West Street
Barre, VT 05641

205 North Main Street
Barre, VT 05641

South Main Street
Barre, VT 05641

110 East Spring Street
Winooski, VI 05404

117 Deforest Hts.
Burlington, VT 05401

- Pioneer Street .

Montpelier, VI 05602

East MonfﬁgiierlRoad
Montpelier, VI 05602

369 Barre Street
Montpelier, VT- 05602

Drawer E. Country Club Road
Montpelier, VT 05602

36 Vanetti Place
Barre, VT 05641

Railroad Street
Barre, VT 05641




Tenants, Lessees, and Other Interested Parties, contd,.:

Washington Blectric Co-Operative, Inc.

John Rohr, Manager

. City Clerk

City of Montpelier

Chairman, Board of Alderman
City of Montpelier

Chairman, Board

of Assessors

City of Montpelier

City Manager

City of Montpelier

Town Clerk
"Town of Berlin

Chairman, Board
Town of Berlin

Chairman, Board
Town of Berlin

City Clerk
.City of Barre

.Chairman, Board
City of Barre

Chairman, Board
City of Barre

City Manager
City of Barre

Town Clerk
Town of Barre

Chairman, Board
Town of Barre

Chairman, . Board
Town of Barre

Town Manager
Town of Barre

Re: Notice of Compensation Hearing .
Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc.

of Selectmen -

of Listers
of Aldermen

of Assessors

of Selectmen

of Listers

East Montpelier, VI 05651
Main Street )
Montpelier, VI (5602

Main Street
Montpelier, VT 05602

Main Street
Montpelier, VT 05602

Main Street
Montpelier, VI 05602

RD #4

‘Montpelier, VI 05602

RD #4 :
Montpelier, VT 05602

RD #4 |
Montpelier, VT 05602

P.O. Box 418
Barre, VT 05641

P.0. Box 418
Barre, VT 05641

- P.O., Box 418

Barre, VT 05641

P.0. Box 418
Barre, VT 05641

Municipal Building
Websterville, VT 05678

Municipal Building
Websterville, VI 05678

Municipal Building
Websterville, VT 05678

Municipal Building
Websterville, VT 05678




Section of land and rights required from Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc.:

City of Montpelier:

_ Being all and the same land and premises conveyed to Montpelier and Barre
Raiircad Company, Inc., by the following instruments:

Quit-Claim Deed froﬁ Central Vermont Railway Inc., dated May 1, 1958, and

1.
recorded in Book 87, Page 194;
== 2. Quit-Claim Deed from Barre and Chelsea Railroad Company, dated November 15,
. | 1956, and recorded in Book 87, Page 77;
Warranty Deed from MontpelierAand Wells River Railroad, dated December 29,

1944, and recorded in Book 58, Page 404;

all of the City of Montpelier Land Records, and being more particularly
described as follows:

Qgiﬂg_lﬁﬁd and rights therein, as shown on plans -of Montpelier and Barre
Railroad Company, Inc., as filed on the. 28th day of October ,
1980, in the office of the Clerk of the City of Montpelier,

Town of Berlin:

Being all and the same land and premises conveyed to Montpelier and Barre
Railroad Company, Inc., by the feollowing instruments:

B 1. Quit-Claim Deed from Central Vermont Railway, Inc., dated February 8, 1967,
and recorded in Book 37, Page 113; '

Quit-Claim Deed from Central Vermont Railway Inc., dated May 1, 1958 and
recorded in Book 36, Page 530;

both of the Land Records of the Town of Berlin; in commection with said premises
reference -is made to the Quit-Claim Deed, dated November 15, 1956, from Barre
and Chelsea Railrcad Company to Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc.,

and recorded in Book 69, Page 457 of the City of Barre Land Records.

Warranty Deed from Montpelier and Wells River Railroad dated December 29,

3.
1944 .and recorded in Book 29, Page 229;

all of the Town of Berlin Land Records, and being more particularly described

as follows:

' Being land and rights therein, as shown on plan of Montpelier and Barre
Railroad Company, Inc., as filed on the 28th day of * Cctober - s
1980, in the office of the Clerk.of the Town of Berlim.

Re: Notice of Compensation Hearing
Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company; Inc,
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City of Barre:

Being part of the same iand and premises conveyed to Montpelier and Barre Rail-
road Company, Inc,, by the following instruments:

Quit-Claim Deed from Central Vermont Railway, Inc., dated May 1, 1958, and -

1.
recorded in Book 71, Page 463;
2. Quit-Claim Deed from Barre and Chelsea Railroad Company, dated November 15,
© 1956, and recorded in Book 69, Page 457;
3. Deed of Conveyance from Montpelier and Wells River Railroad, dated

December 29, 1944, and recorded in Book 55, Page ‘17;

all of the Town of Berlin Land Records, and being more partlcularly described
as follows

Being land and rights therein, as shown on plans of Montpelier and Barre
Railroad Company, Inc., as filed on the 28th day of October .
1980, in the office of the Clerk of the City of Barre.

Town of Barre!

Being all and the same land and premises conveyed to Montpeller and Barre Rail-
road Company, Inc., by the following instruments:

1. Quit-Claim Deed from Central Vermont Rallway, inc., dated May i, 1958, and
recorded in Book 71, Page 463;
2, Quit-Claim Deed from Barre and Chelsea Railrocad Company, dated November 15,

1956, and recorded in Book 69, Page 457;

both of the Land Records'of the City of Barre.

3. Deed of Conveyance from Montpelier and Wells River Railroad, dated
December 29, 1944, and recorded in Book 11, Page 551;
all of the Town of Barre Land Records, and being more particularly described as

follows:

Being land and rights therein, as shown on plans of Montpelier and Barre
Railroad Company, Inc., as filed on the 28th day of October s
198G, in the office of the Clerk of the Town of Barre.

Said land is further described as follows:

Re: -Notice of-Compensation Hearing
Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc.
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Section VI:
Beginning at a peint in the northeasterly boundary of Barrs Street, said

point also being in the southerly boundary of the former Montpelier and Wélls
River Railroad righﬁ-of—way, 17 feet distant.séutherly from appreximate station
56+85 of said Montpelier and Wells River Railroad centerline thereinafter
referréd to as M&WRRR CL};

thence 136 feet, more or leés, northwesterly and crossing séid M&EWRRR CL
to a peint in the northerly railroad boundary approximately 33 feet distant

northerly from appreoximate station 55+67 of said MEWRRR CL;

thence 2,460 feet, more or less, ecasterly and southeasterly along said
northerly and northeasterly railroad boundary ané parallel to said MéWRRR CL
to a point approximately 33 feet distant northeasterly from approximate station
80+27 of said MGWRRR CL;

thence 163 feet, more or less, southeasterly along said northeasterly

railroad boundary to a point approximately 50 feet distant northeasterly from

approximate station 81+88 of said M&WRRR CL;

thence 1,082 feef, more or less, southeasterly along said northeastefly
railroad boundary and parallel to said MEWRRR CL to a point approximately 50
feet distant northeasterly from appfoximéte'station 92+56 of said MEWRRR CL;
thence 38 feet, more or less, soutﬁwesterly along said northeasteriy '
railroad boundary to a point approximately 15 feet diétant nqrtheasterly from
approximate station 92+40 of said M&WRRR CL;
, thence 162 feet, more or less, southesasterly along said ngrtheasterly
railroad boﬁndary and parallél to said M&WRRR CL to a point approximately 15

feet distant northeasterly from approximate station 94+00 of said MGWRRR CL;

Re: Notice of Compensation Heéring
Montpelier gnd Barre Railroad Company, Inc.
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thence 18 feet, more or less, northeasterly along said northeasterly rail-
road boundary to a point approximately 33 fest distant northeasterly from

approximate station 94+00 of said MGWRRR CL;

thence 83 feet, more or less, southeasterly along said northeasterly

railroad boundary to a point approximately 66 feet distant northeasterly from

approximate station 94473 of said MEWRRR CL;

thence 825 feet, more or less, southeasterly along said northeasterly
railroad bouﬁdary and parallel to said MEWRRR CL to a point approximately 66
feet distant northeasterly from approximate station 102+60 of said M&GWRRR CL;

thence 33 feet, more or less, southwesterly along said northeaéterly

railroad boundary to a point approximately 33 feet distant northeasterly from

approximate station 102+60 of said M&EWRRR CL;

thence 3,220 feet, more or less, southeasterly alqng said northeasterly
railroad boundary and parallel to said MEWRRR CL to a point in the northwesterly
boundary of Gallison Hill Road approximately 33 féet distant nertheasterly from
approximate station 134+98 of said MWRRR CL;

thence 50 feet, more or less, southwesterly along said northwesterly
boundary of Gallison Hill Read to a peint approximately 5 feet distant north-

easterly from approximate station 134+56 of said MGWRRR CL;

thence 313 feet, more or less, southwesterly along said northwesterly
boundary of Gallison Hill Road and crossing said MWRRR CL to a point in the

southwesterly railrecad boundary approximately 33 feet distant southwesterly from

approximate station 131+45 of said MEWRRR CL;

Re: Notice of Compensation Heafing
Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc.
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thence 1,079 feet, more or less, northwesterly along said southwesteriy

railroad boundary and parallel to said MEWRRR CL to a point approximately 33
feet distant southwesterly from approximate station 120+67 of said MEWRRR CL

thence 126 feet, more or less, southwesterly along said southwesterly

railroad boundary to a point in the northerly boundary of U.S. Route #2

approximately 156 feet distant southwesterly from approximate station 120+38

of said MEWRRR CL;

thence 38 feet, more or less, southwesterly along said southwesterly

railroad boundary and along the northerly boundary of U.5. Route #2 to a point

appfoximately 164 feet distant southwesterly from approximate station 120+05

of said M&EWRRR CL;

thence 214 feet, more or less, northwesterly along said southwesterly

railread boundary and along the northerly boundary of U.S. Route #2 to a point

approximately 160 feet distant southwesterly from approximate station 118+22

of said M&GWRRR CL;

thence 198 feet, more or less, easterly along said southwesterly railroad
boundary and parallel to a crossover track to a point approximé%eiy 33 feet

distant southwesterly from approximate station 119+65 of said MEWRRR CL;

thence 688 feet, more or less, northwesterly along said southwesterly
railroad. boundary and parallel to said MGWRRR CL to a point approximately 33
feet distant southwesterly from approximate station 113+04 of said M&EWRRR CL

" thence 338 feet, more or less, southerly along the easterly railroad

boundary to a point approximately 230 feet dié;&nt southwesterly from approxi- -

mate station 115+58 of said MEWRRR CL;

Re:! Notice of Compensation Hearing
Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc
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thence 54 feet, more or less, northwesterly along the southerly railroad
boundary and crossing a crossover track to a point approximately 248 feet
distant southwesterly from approximate station 115+15 of said M&WRRR CL;

thence 422 feet, more or lesé, northerly along the westerly railroad
boundary to a point approximately 33 feet distant southwesterly from approxi-
mate station 111+88 of said MEWRRR CL;

thence 740 feet, more or lesé, nerthwesteriy and northerly along said
sauthwesterly and westerly railroad boundary and parallel to said M&WRRR CL
to a point approximately 33 feet distant westerly from approximate statiom
104+62 of said MEWRRR CL;

thence 12 feet, more or less, easterly along said westerly railroad

boundary_to a point approximately 21 feet distant westerly from approximate

station 104+62 of said MEWRRR CL;

thence 4,752 feet, more or less, northerly and northwesterly along said
westerly and southwesterly railroad boundary and along a line believed to be

an old highway Tight-of-way boundary to the point of beginning.

Section VII:
Beginning at a point in the southerly boundary of U.S. Route #2 and in

the northwestériy railroad boundary 324 feet distant easterly from the afore-

said CVRR CL;
thence 46 feét, more or less, southeasterly along said southerly boundary

of U.S. Route #2 and crossing a former crossover track to a peint in the

'southeasterly railroad boundary approximately 366 feet distant easterly from’

approximate station 185490 of said CVRR CL;

- Re: Notice of Compensation Hearing

Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc.
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thence 998 feet, more or less, northeasterly and easterly along said

northwesterly and northerly railroad boundary and parallel to said B&CRR CL to

a point approximately 41.25 feet distant northerly from approximate station

89+76 of said B&CRR CL;

-thence 156 feet, more or less, northwesterly along the southwesterly

railroad boundary and parallel to said B&CRR CL (Main Line Track No. 1) tp the

point of beginning,

In connection with the above-described lands the fellowing rights and

easements are conveyec{:

City-of Montpeligrf

Stations
1. CVRR 20+00 - 37+47
2. "CVRR 75+85 - 81+35
3, CVRR 81+25 - 81+80
4. CVRR 91+24 - 92+11
5. CVRR 113+00 - 120+35
6. CVRR 120+32 - 120+50
7. CVRR 151+15 - 151451
8. CVRR 188+30 - 192+50
Re: Notice of Compensation Hearing

Rights and Easements

Easement to Use Railroad Right-of-Way
Land and Premises for Railroad Purposes

Easement to Use Railroad Right-of-Way
Land and Premises for Railroad Purposes

Basement to Cress Taylor Street
Easement to {ross Main Street

Right, Title, and Interest in and
to Right-of-Way

Easement to Cross Granite Street
Easement to Cross Pioneer Street

Easement to Cross U.S. Route #2

Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc.
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City of Montpelier, contd.:

Stations
9. CVRR 195+30 Lt, - 195+90 iLt.

10. CVRR 198+72 Lt. - 207+62 Lt

11, MEWRRR 54+00 - 57+00

12, CVRR 92+04 - 97+40

Town of Berlin:

Stations

i. CVRR 269+24 - 271+90

2. MEWRRR 86+96 - 89+80

" City of Barre:

Stations

1. MEWRRR 176+86 = 178+04
2. MGWRRR 189+90-190+22

3. MEWRRR 201+08 - 201+57
4, M&WRﬁR 205+12 - 205+50

5. MEWRRR 218+42 - 218+94

- 6. MEBRR Trav. Line 9+24 -

MEWRRR 251+34
7. MEWRRR 259+82 - 262+64
8. MEWRRR 270+03 - 271+06

9. MEWRRR 274+92 - 275+47

Re: Notice of Compensation Hearing

Rishts and Easements

Easement to Cross U.S. Roﬁte #2

Right, Title, and Interest in and
to a Right-of-Way for Pedestrian
anéd Vehicular Traffic

Easement to Lross Barre Street

Easement for Unloading, Loading,
Delivering, and Picking up Freight

Rights and Easements

Easement to Cross U.S. Routé #302

Basement to Cross U.S. Route #302

Rights and Easements

Easement
Easement
Easement
Easement
Easement

.Easement

Easement
Easement

Easement

Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc.
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to

to

“to

to

Cross Jones Brothers Crossing
Cross Willey Street

Cross West Secoﬁd Street
Cross Berlin Street

Cross Blackwell Street

Cross Prospect Street

Cross South Main Street
Cross Hill Street

Cross Aver Street




City of Barre, contd.:

Stations
16. BECRR 18493 - 21460

11, M&GWRRR 201+52 - 205+14
12. MEBRR Trav. Line 5+75 - 7+05

13, B&CRR SL 11+Z6 - B&CRR SL 4+10

Town of Barre:

Stations
1. 'BECRR 14+38 - 15+62
-2. B&CRR 71+35 - 74+92
3. BECRR 65+22 - 84+32
3A. BECRR 48+24 - 48+52
B&ECRR 56+86 - 57+12

Re: Notice of Compemnsation Hearing

© Right, Title,

Rights and Easements

Easement to Cross Quarry Street

Easement to Remove Railroad Tracks,
Ties, and Fixtures

Right, Title, and Interest in and
to a Right-of-Way

and Interest in and
to all Railroad Right-of-way "South
Track' (through Boynton Street)

Rights and Easements

Easement to Cross Town Highway #1
(Quarry Hill Road)

Easement to Cross Town Highway #2
(Lower Websterville Road)

Easement to Cross Town Highway #2
{Lower Websterville Road)

Easement to Cross Town HBighway #186

Easement to Cross Town Highway #186

Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc.
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Title to lands or Tights therein vest in the State of Vermont as of the
date the Transportation Board's Condemnation Order is filed with the Clerk of

the Town in which the land is situated (Title 19, V.S.A., Séc. 236} and the

State is entitled to full possession as of the date the award is tendered (Title

19, ¥v.S.A., Sec, 230) regardlessrof any appeal for a judicial determination

of the amount of compensation. A special date for vacating the premises beyond

the above date may be arranged in some instances at the discretion of the Board

on a showing of hardship or other sufficient reason pravided the interests of

the State are not jeopardized.

Dated at Montpelier, County-of Washington and State of Vermont, this

29th day of October , 1980

STATE TRANSPORT,

ION_BOARD

.

Ay L4270

By: g
7 Secrétary of Transportation

Approved as to lepal form:

Assistant Attorney General

Re: Notice of Compensation Hearing
Montpelier and Barre Railroad Company, Inc.
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