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Enclosed please find a communication I received from Trackmasters, Inc. regarding rail
regulations. [ ask that these comments and concerns be given all due consideration.

I would appreciate any assistance you could provide pertaining to this matter. Please mark your
return correspondence to the attention of Sherry Kuntz when responding to my office.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.
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Sincerely,

Uuck

Charles E. Grassley
United States Senator
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. ’I‘he Honorable Chuck Grassley
T ‘Unlted States Senate - .-
Sl 135 Hart Senate Office Bulldmg
o Washmgton, DC 20510 1501

o Aprll 30 2012

' Dear Senator Grassley

I have no doubt that you hear plenty of bad news about the US economy Yet I wanted to - L

'; “Arnencags heartland From our

lWays to and from the load ' g;’docks of mld : mem ) s*work takes us throughout the ) .
‘state and the economic development impact we have is tremendous when you tlnnk of the L

hotel stays:and restaurants our employees are dependent ofi. durmg the1r work. We are a
great example of the fact that every frelght rail job supports another 45 ]obs E

:

ln Amerxca s heartland our; economy still runs on ralls of steel Wlth the Mldwest S

mdustnal base strongly tied to the efficient, affordable transportatlon of’ grain and other o

agrlcultural products as well as the swift movement of raw and manufactured goods from

,lsuppher to manufacturer to market, the railroads are still a'vital resource Rallroads are thej‘ - B

', Jlink that connects us with other markets other regions and other- worlds With, - .
txansportanon ofﬁmals forecastlng a near doubhng of frelght shlpments in the. next 20

- years rallroads are’ umquely placed to- handle that.additional burden The masswe '

+ investment by our natlon srailroads in 2012 ($13 billion in capacity expansmn and $10.
bllhon in-maintenance) is ‘helping drive the growth of Trackmasters, we hope to hire 3 new
employees to meet demand for rail capac1ty expansmn R ~

, Specializing in Railroad Trackwork
- Design/ Construction / Rehabilitation / Maintenance

Phone: (309) 792-2432 » Fax (309) 792-2440
www.trackmastersinc.com



http:www.trackmastersinc.com

| 'l-So, Trackmasters is not the only success story of the last 30 years. In 1980 Congress moved
to take the’ long hand of federal regulators out of dally rail operations. The newand-: -

~’reasonable regulatory structure ‘that has emerged gave railroads ﬂex1b1hty to create and

'ﬁ;ﬂflmplement a busmess model that is proﬁtable with great pubhc bénefit. Rallroads have N
remvested 480 bllhon into the1r infrastructure; and have accomphshed this with average
' "‘rall rates ‘at. half helr 1980’5 levels: (When ad)usted for mflatlon) Clearly, the reasonable

gulatlons ar gorkmg and should be miaintained. Please ‘contact the: Surface ‘
flfransportatlon Board and ask them to mamtam the current rall regulatlons,






