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BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 465X) 

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY - ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - IN KING COUNTY, 
WASHINGTON 

(Woodinville Subdivision) 

STB Finance Docket No. 35731 

BALLARD TERMINAL RAILROAD COMP ANY, L.L.C. - ACQUISITION AND 
OPERATION EXEMPTION -WOODINVILLE SUBDIVISION - VERIFIED PETITION 

FOR EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO 49 U.S.C. § 10502 

VERIFIED STATEMENT OF NICK BECK 

I, Nick Beck, declare under penalty of perjury as follows: 

1. I have personal knowledge of, and am competent to testify to, the following facts . 

2. I am the President of RIB Wholesale, Inc. ("RJB"), which my parents formed in 

1972. I have worked at RIB full -time since 1989 and became company president approximately 

four to five years ago. 

3. RIB's main office, warehouse, and storage and receiving yard are located at 

12418 NE 124th St., Kirkland, Washington 98034, on the southeast side of the railroad right-of

way that is the subject of these proceedings (the "Line"). RIB has conducted business at this 

location since its formation. The attached map (Exhibit 1) shows the location of RIB's facilities 

and its property boundaries outlined in red. 

4. RIB supplies steel and PVC pipe, related hardware, and other construction 

materials such as well-drilling supplies to customers in the western United States. 

5. RIB primarily receives its products in one of two ways. Materials are shipped by 

rail to a location south of Seattle such as Auburn or Puyallup, Washington and then carried by 
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truck to RJB' s Kirkland yard. Or materials are shipped by vessel to the Port of Seattle or the 

Port of Tacoma and then carried by truck to RJB's yard. Products ordered by customers are 

shipped from RJB's facility via truck. 

6. To my knowledge no one for RJB has ever requested rail service to or from RJB 's 

Kirkland facility. RJB would welcome another shipping option, but the tight space in our yard 

and cost of building a rail spur, siding, or other rail facility necessary for service have prevented 

us from pursuing this option. 

7. To my knowledge no one for RJB has ever requested a price quote for rail service 

to or from RJB's facility. Nor I am aware of any study, analysis, or investigation of the cost of 

rail service to or from RJB 's facility. 

8. There is a relatively steep embankment and ditch that run the length of the 

property boundaries between the Line and RJB 's facility. The elevation of the rail bed is 

approximately 8 to 12 feet higher than the elevation of RJB's yard. 

9. There is no spur track, rail siding, or other facility providing rail access to RJB ' s 

yard. In order for RJB's yard to receive rail service, a spur track, siding, or other facility would 

need to be built connecting RJB 's yard to the Line. 

10. RJB does not have a plan to construct a spur track, siding, or other rail facility, 

and I am not aware of any plan to construct a spur track, siding, or other facility for rail access to 

RJB's yard. 

11. No one for RJB has performed any investigation, study, or analysis concerning 

the construction of a spur track, siding, or other rail facility connecting RJB' s yard to the Line, 

and I am not aware of any such investigation, study, or analysis. 

12. RJB has not made any commitment to pay for, or participate in the financing of, 

the construction of a spur track, siding, or other facility for rail service to its yard. 

13. If RJB were able to receive rail service at its Kirkland yard, I do not know how 

many railcars it would receive on an annual basis. 
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14. At some point during the first two weeks of June 2013, Ernie Wilson of Eastside 

Community Rail asked me ifl would sign a letter in support of Ballard Terminal Railroad's 

petition to reactivate rail service on the Line. Mr. Wilson presented me with an initial draft of a 

letter and then a revised draft based on some information provided by my staff and me. I 

approved the content of the revised draft, and Mr. Wilson indicated that he would sign the letter 

on my behalf. It is my understanding that he submitted the letter attached hereto as Exhibit 2 to 

the Surface Transportation Board. 

On July 1, 2013, I received an email from Barbara Sadler explaining that the Surface 

Transportation Board had received the letter in Exhibit 2 and that in order for the letter to appear 

on the Board ' s online docket for these proceedings I would need to notify all parties ofrecord 

included on the service list attached to Ms. Sadler's email. I alerted Mr. Wilson to Mrs. Sadler' s 

correspondence. Neither Mr. Wilson nor anyone else for Ballard Terminal Railroad or Eastside 

Community Rail instructed me to notify the parties ofrecord of the letter dated June 17, 2013 

filed with the Board. After further correspondence with both Ms. Sadler and Mr. Wilson, I did 

not notify the parties on the service list of the later dated June 17, 2013. 

15. On August 8, 2013, I received another email from Mr. Wilson, explaining that the 

Board had denied Ballard Terminal Railroad's request for an injunction and that Ballard planned 

to request reconsideration on the ground that the Board failed to mention RJB. Mr. Wilson 

further requested that I sign another letter that he promised to draft stating that RJB would 

participate in the financing and construction of a rail spur into RJB's yard. A true and correct 

copy of Mr. Wilson's email of August 8, 2013 is attached hereto as Exhibit 3. 

16. Again, RJB has never promised or agreed to participate in the construction or 

financing of a rail spur, siding, or other facility connecting its yard to the Line. 

17. Mr. Wilson then presented me with multiple drafts of a supplemental letter to the 

Board that I requested he revise because I did not agree with some of the statements he wrote 

about the City of Kirkland. While I support having the availability of rail service as a shipping 

option, I also support Kirkland's efforts to develop its section of the Line into a trail. After Mr. 
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Wilson further revised this supplemental letter, I signed the last page and emailed a scanned copy 

of the signature page to him. A true and correct copy of this email to Mr. Wilson is attached as 

Exhibit 4. It is my understanding that the letter attached hereto as Exhibit 5 was then submitted 

to the Board. 

18. Mr. Wilson later informed me that my "typed name" on this letter was misspelled 

as "Best" instead of "Beck." I then pointed out to Mr. Wilson that I hadn't typed anything but, 

rather, just signed the signature page. A true and correct copy of this email exchange with Mr. 

Wilson is attached as Exhibit 6. 

Nic#W 
Dated: 

Place: 
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STATE OF lAJA-"*1-1f0b·i--o A....:> ) 
)ss. 

COUNTY OF \-4.. ,~ ~ ) 
r-

On this ~..- day of &brlA~rz..,t 20 .Ef.., before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public 
in and for said State and County, personally appeared N 1e-b Ree l< , the 

f a.ks c V'iGNT of QJ-8 u...:>tloU~S~[ , known or identified 
to me to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument, and in due form of law 
acknowledged that he/she is authorized on behalf of said company to execute all documents 
pertaining hereto and acknowledged to me that he/she executed the same as his/her voluntary act 
and deed on behalf of said company. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal in said 
State and County on the day and year last above written. 
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RJB Wholesale site

The information included on this map has been compiled by King County staff from a variety of sources and is subject to change without notice. King County makes no representations or
warranties, express or implied, as to accuracy, completeness, timeliness, or rights to the use of such information. This document is not intended for use as a survey product. King County
shall not be liable for any general, special, indirect, incidental, or consequential damages including, but not limited to, lost revenues or lost profits resulting from the use or misuse of the
information contained on this map. Any sale of this map or information on this map is prohibited except by written permission of King County.

Date: 6/13/2013          Source: King County iMAP - Property Information (http://www.metrokc.gov/GIS/iMAP)

COMMENTS: Attachment to letter to STB supporting reactivation of Woodinville Subdivision from Woodinville to Bellevue



RJB Wholesale site

The information included on this map has been compiled by King County staff from a variety of sources and is subject to change without notice. King County makes no representations or
warranties, express or implied, as to accuracy, completeness, timeliness, or rights to the use of such information. This document is not intended for use as a survey product. King County
shall not be liable for any general, special, indirect, incidental, or consequential damages including, but not limited to, lost revenues or lost profits resulting from the use or misuse of the
information contained on this map. Any sale of this map or information on this map is prohibited except by written permission of King County.

Date: 6/13/2013          Source: King County iMAP - Property Information (http://www.metrokc.gov/GIS/iMAP)
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Ms. Cynlbln 1~ llrow11 
C:blt:>f; 8cetlo11 of l\dmhrtslriitlon 
Offlco of l>roccedlngs 
S11rf11ce 'Ii·1111spo11ntlo11 Boiwd 
3~5 Il $11\leti S.W.1 Rpom !O:H 
Wnshlnston, DC 20423-0001 

I'/ June2013 

Rn.l•'1 s1·n Ii'cyl\.N'Cm noc~mT NO. 3~1a1 
aALLARD '1'.ERM1NAL M!LR.OAD COMPANY, I,.L.C. 
ACQUISlTION AND nxnMP'i'ION, \VOODlNVLLLB SURIJJVISION 

Dom• .Ms. Brown, 
RID Wbolesnle 1110.1 ~l11l>Jist1cd fn 1973, fa Iha Weslem United Slnlcs lending slippileJ'ofsteel ai11l l1VC pipe to 
Ibo wltolosnlo dlslrll>uto1· mntket, b1i1· ooinp!oto llue of fittings meets lho needs of ii divers<> groi1p i>f 1.nclu.strles, 
AddltlOllnlly, nm Who!1>.s11l6 .silpplie~ n lldl lino of wnler \vi.ill onshls 1111d1h:lllbrg j1rodt1oti1. 111 2012 9111· gr9ss 
revoll\lo exceeded $ lS i1,llllo11. Plcnse rofoi• to 0111· Web-site 11! <\V\VW.RffiWholosj1le.COi1\>, Olll' eo1npo11y 
1\1,Jl,ldquRJIC,lrS, slto, lncludingwnrohon$ci$ nncl ~toi"ngo ynrd, nrtfolns (ho soiithcdy dglit-of·\Ynr.· lh10 (rnlh•9nd east) 
ofl3N~.F Ri:illwny'~ fornter Woodlnvlllo Snlldlvlsloi11 j1111t c11st of 124"' Ave. NE, !11 Klrkto·11<, Wnshlnglon. 

\Vo roccnUy beonrM mvnro thnt llnlliml 'formhtnl nnllroml Is nlton\pli!lB 10 snvo tf1eno lmc~s 011d l'esume lh~lght 
soNlco 011 lhe lli10. So, wo 1irt1 Wdllng io lho .Si1i·flt¢0 '.l\·fiillljJ0~·1t1tlon IJ011rd l111mp11oi"t of i311llnrd's 111>ovc· 
onpfJ9i1ecl tiQtfrloJI to l'Ol\Clfvi\to !ho Woi)tl/irvll!o Ru~divl11lo11 bi>h\'con Woocllnvllfo nml 13ollovuo; Wnshlilgto11, We 
support this 1·enol!vnllo111.!ocnuso w_o would Jl~o lo slnr~ 1islng t!111t 1·~11 lino fo11 nicclvlng 9111· pro(htut bwoniory, . 
n111l p~sslbly f'.01~ shlpplu~ pomplolc<l ordefs tQ cu.slomorn. Lost yenr w9 sold oud dfslrlbt\lcd nboi1t 10,000 Ions of 
plpo'nucl oll1e1• 111n.f~l'lnl11. M110'1 ofoill' bnlk lli'Ocltlcl Is lnillnlly shipped ft·om lho l~lRllllfuC(Ul'Ol' by mil, but It must 
011iJ¢IJllY bo trnns-lon<.led lo ono. Qt' 01ir fll\tbed h'111;ik$ lo ollher Kent 01• Pnynflnp. Lnsl yem; wo rccolvo~l obout 26 
roll on rs ofprocluot..)Vo l)X11cct ?,-:i cMlonds J)lll' 1r101ilh golug fonv11rd.1b bring !hi!! mntor/nl to 6111· Kll'klnnd 
l'llrdJ ru.n h~1o!rn 11111ke ovor 90 h'lp11 (ojho trnns~lond altos flllllJtnlly, tnldns.91111vom31> 2,S·3110111·s 011ch. 
Co11slde1:t11g tho consll\llt congested (mqfo condlllo11s l11 Klug Couilly, Jt woi1lct snvo 11!1 n lot of monoy lo be nMo 
to hnvo tboso snmo r'aH onrs o"fplpo cfol1v~red dlrootly 10 01u· Klrklnnd ynrd. Obvl6us!y, 111111 would mnko Olli' 
bu.sh toss moi"o con\pc!Jllve. n would l\lso helt) u:s do 0111· Jl!ll'i townl'ds i~d1\9lng lciQnl trnniP C9ng~siloii 1111.d nlr 
poli11tlon, Sul'oly 1>i-osorvli1g ond usliig th~ oX!srfng mlkonc! fllfrns~ruch1r9 lms i\ muo{t blgl!oi· 0001\omlo re.tum to 
01i1· rcolon lhnn romov.ln(.I It nnd tni11 lrig It hi to yet nnoiher expensive lrnll, ns lb~ Clly omlrklnnd ;>1'ojiost!s. 

Wo 1-csp(loll\1lly 1·cq11cst1!111t tho STD ar(lut Dnllni·d's iiellllo1110 renol!vnto this so[!mont of rull lln~. \V<,s woulcl ~i;i 
llnj)J>Y !() 0J1~wo1• 1u.\y quootloi1 yoi1 1111iy f1ny.;. n~oot 0111• OJH)r11t!o11s 1.11!(1 0111· lnforest 11\ slill\ing lo frolght dellvory 
"¥ rrill to om· fl\olUly • 

. Sloccrely, 

lt~j~z~~ 
Nfok Dcok ~/ ~~t 
t'tosldonl 
Ilnolosuro: SftoMiil>j lU.B Wholesnle 

PIPI~ 

"33" 

. P, O. llOX 2fJ49 
1241011.11. 1Mnrsr. 

l<lnl<LANP, WAS! llNG'fON ~Oo03 

' 36 
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Goodrich, Marina V.

From: ewilson@spiretech.com
Sent: Thursday, August 08, 2013 5:48 PM
To: Nick Beck
Cc: doug.engle@escrail.org
Subject: Railroad reactivation through Kirkland

Importance: High

Hi Nick- 
I understand you are out of town this week, but I need to inform you of 
the latest developments in the rail battle. 
We had a setback last week when the STB declined to issue an injunction to 
keep Kirkland from removing the tracks through town, without deciding the 
reactivation petition. However, there is provision to request 
'reconsideration', and that is what we are doing. One of the grounds for 
that is in the event of material error by the Board. We think the fact 
that they failed to mention your company and potential rail service to you 
is such an error. 
So we need to send another letter to STB. Based on what the STB said in 
this decision, we need to make sure they know that, while you don't have a 
rail spur into your property now, you want one and fully expect to 
participate in financing its construction. I can put together the letter, 
including whatever points you would like to make, but it would be helpful 
to talk with you first. Any chance you could call me tomorrow? We are 
trying to get letters in ASAP, because we expect Kirkland's contractor to 
start removing the tracks as soon as next week. 
Thanks. 
   Ernie 
H  425-869-8899    M  509-430-9350 
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Goodrich, Marina V.

From: Nick Beck <nick@rjbwholesale.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2013 10:19 PM
To: ewilson@spiretech.com; Ernest F. Wilson <ernie. wilson@EsCRail. org>
Subject: Fwd: 
Attachments: 20130820143450452.pdf; ATT00001.htm

 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: <mfp@rjbwholesale.com> 
Date: August 20, 2013, 2:34:50 PM PDT 
To: Nick Beck <nick@rjbwholesale.com> 

This E-mail was sent from "RICOHMP161" (Aficio MP 161). 
 
Scan Date: 08.20.2013 14:34:50 (-0700) 
Queries to: mfp@rjbwholesale.com 



RJB Petition to Reconsider 
STB Dockets FD 35731 & AB 6 (Sub-No .. 465X) 
P.2 

low interest rates and negligible inflation of construction costs, this appears unlikely, too. Besides, 
people are already walking along the tracks today. And trails co-exist with trains in freight rail corridors 
in many locales. We don't see any real harm to the City from a slight delay in your overall decision 
regarding reactivation vs. track removal. On the contrary, we see real harm to local industry's freight 
mobility from the threatened loss of rail service, which Kirkland falsely claims isn't feasible. 

The potential 'harm' to King County and Sound Transit is even harder to quantify. Nothing in Ballard's 
reactivation proposal would substantially interfere with those agencies' plans. Ballard has made clear 
that they support 'Rails with Trails', and so do we. Consider also that an intact Woodinville Subdivision 
rail line offers the possibility of future (circa 2023) commuter trains feeding customers to Sound Transit 
in Bellevue. What is the real harm to other interested parties? We submit that there isn't any. Where is 
the proof of the parties' claim, restated by the Board, that they have "invested years and millions of 
dollars of public funding toward their interim trail use and other public projects in the area the Line 
traverses"? King County only consummated their purchase of a portion of the Line's right-of-way this 
year. They still have not completely paid for it, and don't expect to for a few years. King County also 
doesn't yet have a Master Plan or trail design for their part of the corridor. We submit that the Board 
erred in giving credence to their arguments. 

We appreciate that a case such as this presents the Board with many competing interests and 
arguments. However, it appears to us that Ballard's request for authority to reinstate freight rail service 
on this Line and expand its service territory is sound, and comes from a bona fide and solvent rail 
operator. Considering the extreme financial barrier to entry that would be posed by prior removal of the 
rail assets, it is vital for the STB to protect them during these proceedings. Shouldn't that be the Board's 
default position on these matters? For the reasons stated herein, we therefore respectfully request that 
the STB grant this petition for reconsideration of its August 1st decision in this matter, and immediately 
enjoin Kirkland from instituting any further salvage operations on or along the Line, pending the Board's 
final action on Ballard's Acquisition and Operation Exemption request. 

Thank you for your consideration of our petition and of our interest in obtaining freight rail service from 
Ballard Terminal Railroad into our trackside facility in Kirkland. 

Nick Best 
President 
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Ms. Cynthia T. 13rown 
Cl)lef, seciic;m or Admlnlstra!lon 
Office of Pl'ocee<llngs 
f3urf ac~ Tmnsporlalion i39~rd 
396 ~ Sfreet SW, Room 10.34 
Washingl<m, pc 20423.0901 

Pl!'fl'flO_N POR IWCPNSIDERA'flON 

?.O August 2013 

Rl:i-~ STB PiNANCED091<£ff ~O. 36731/ Ooclrn~ No. A13 G(Suh·No, '106X) 
13ALLARD T~RMINA.L l~AIL~QAD COMPANY, ~.L.c. 
ACQUJSll"lON AND EXEMPTION, WOODINVILLE SUBDIVISION 

Denr Ms. Brown, 
HJB Wholesllle, lno.(R.JB), hereby holl.fles thEl Bomcl lltal we tire pellllonlng for reconslderntlo1\ of the 
13oard'~ decision or 1 AliQusl denying Ball~.rd 'fermlnal Hallroml Co1i1pany's (13allard) request for an 
lnJuncUon lo prevent the Oil~ of l<lrklat1cl, Wash., from sal,va~ln~ G. 76 miles or track o\1er which Ballard 
Is seeking authority lo t'efnslltute freight rnll service. We allege that the Board erred In not considering 
the lnwaol on RJB of removing the rails which adjoin our facllfly, when we have prevlously slated to 
STB 0111· lnterast In obtaining freight 1·alf service fro111 Bllll.ftrcl over lhi;isa very lraol<s. It Is fnc6nce1VE1ble 
lo tis that lhe Boord would even consfd~r allowing tho rails lo be removed by l<lrldancl prior to the 
13oard's rull oonsldemllon of the reacllv~tlon reqlio;si and cfro~.m1stancos, We furlher allege t11at II was 
error for tha Ooard lo parllally base Its decision on l<!r"klancl's unsubsl~nlfal~d clafms of po!)slble harm 
from further delay or Iha decision on I.he requeiJled lnjuncllo11. Con!r.ary lo the Board's conclusion,_ we 
belleve lhill 13allard has In fact tlemorislrnti;1d acle<1~1ato S(lpp(lrl f()r delaying a rulh1g on Its prellmlMry 
lnJ~lllctlori request, or all!)rnallv~ly, ~ranlfn~ tile lnJutlcllon lmtnedlately. 

In June, we wrote to the 13oard In s~11jporl of lfallarq's pro1)osocl rall llne reacUVti.Uqn and ex1>rM~ed our 
Interest In recelVIJig 011r 1>roc!ucl Inventory by rfilJ, Tl1e l3p~_rd In lls d~clslon f~liacl to nienllon us a.s @ 
'prospooUve shipper'. even though our blis!riess ls loo~ted on the LI.tie (llld ts El 'convenllonEJ.I' rall 
cuslomer. our clir(ent product voluille exceeds 1 o,ooo tons/year. A~ wo poh1lecl out, rnost of our pip!) 
ah'eacly shlr>s froni faclorles by rail, rocjulrliig adclll.lonal ~ost (0Jra11sroad (<> ~UI' ti·uok~ for cll)lly~ry to 0(1r 
dlslrlbl11lon yard. so, the Board !s In error In slalh1g (011 P. 6) Uial the recorcHalls tp show lhal there 
actually ~re II ... cuslom~t$ "rea~ly wllilJl~ ahel able" to llso freight 1·au sorvlce", We.are Sl.ich a cu.slon1er, 
In ~n Industrial zot1e, yal l<frkland never Inquired about olir potentlal use of the ~cljaconl rnlfs. While we 
may nol have a ml/ spur Into our raclllty today. we are quite ready and flnanclallyable to 1mrllcfpate In 
lhe cost or such an Improvement to our faclllty • In fact, we would welcome that opporl~tnlly to (1pgracla 
0~1r cllslrlbullon operations with .mll shipping. 

Regarding l<lrl<lar\d;s olalm Pf flna'1clal and other harms ll)al would J>efall 11 ff lhey were reqt1lred to wall 
to, begin salvaga operntlons, JI seems ques!1011able to t1i;i. l~lrldand Is loonted In an area of the Paolt(o 
Northwest with n lempara~e, marine cllma~e. We are a conslrucllon·relaled business, Low technology 
cons!ruql!on acUvllyj such as t&l.I sali/a!Je, cM be (;onductecl vlr_ltmlly year-round here. Col1sldotlrig llml 
the CJ(y Weill lhrot1gl1 a publlo IMcllr1(1 process to select a salvage oontrnolol', wa ~re quite s~ire !hat lha 
chQson firm Wo\1lcl glaclly extend tl1olr offer a Mv monlhs In order to hold on to !he rall removal contr(lct, 
whfoh would be <1uHe lucrative to !hem. The 13oard also repeals l<lrk1Md1$ claJm Iha! t1 "delay In 
proceed/i1g with these plans wlll result In costs lo Ille Olly's taxpayers ... " In today's cllnmle or extremely 
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nm J>otl!loa lo Reconsl~CI' 
S11'll Dookcls FD 35'/31 & AD 6 (S11ti-No .. 4GSX) 
P.·?. 

I.ow lnter!3st ralei:; E1ilcl na!]llglbla lnflallon of consttuolkm costs, 111rs appear~ unilkely, too. Besides, 
r>eople are already Walking along tho lracl<s toclflY· Alld lrall!l C(,>·exlst wllll trains In f relghl rnll corridors 
h1 many locales, We don't see mW roal harm to tho City frorn t1 sllght delay In your overall decision 
reg~fdlng l'G{IQl!vaUon vs. lrE1cl< j·amov~I. On Iha contrary, we Ma real lmrrn to loo~l li1clusfry's freight 
moblH!Y fro1\l the threatened loss or rnll se1vlr.e, y.ihloh l<lrldand falsely clahns Isn't f~i;tsll)le, 

Tfle.,>0te1iHal 'har.1h' lo··· l<(ng coui.1ty tt!i.d sound 'l)·a)1a1t Is ~van harder lo quanury. Nothing In 13allmd's 
reac tvalloh proposal wquld sub~ll\n!lally lnterferr;1 Wllh those agencl~s' pJa!lS. Ballard h~s ll)a~I~ c!!)ar 
Iha~ they support 'Ralls With 'frails', Md ao ~~we. conslc!er ah>"<> tlmt ~.n lnl~ot WqodhWllle SL!~cllvlslon 
fl;lll Uno orrara the posslblllty or future (olron 2023) comnmter trains fee~llng 0U$~(ln1ers to Sound Transit 
h) 13~11eyue. Wh~t Is the r0al ha.rm to Pliler lnter(3slecl t>arHes? We sub1)lll that there Isn't anY~ Where ls 
th~ proof of llw parties' clalm, restata(lby the 13oard, lhal they have "hWasted years find tn!lllonil of 
doll~rs of pul?llo f undh1g toward I heir lnlerhn trE1ll use mid olher publ(o projects In llw mea lhe Line 
!ravers.es"? !<Ing County only oonsuminated !heir purchase of a po~Uon of the Line's right-or-way this 
year. They still have not 001)1plefoly paid for H, and don't expeot lo for a few years. l<llig Cotu1ty also 
cloesn'! yel have a Master Plan or lrall de!;lgn for their part of the corridor. Wa subinll that the Boai'd 
erred In giving credence to llwlr argtmM1ts. 

We ~pp1·~cl~te (hat a o·~llEJ S\Wh (!S this presenls the l3oai'.<l with muny competing lnfe(ests and 
argu1)1e11ts, However, II appears lo us (hnt 13al!ard's requ~st f9r ~(1lhorlly to reinstate freight rail service 
~11 this Line Md expand II~ service. terrl!(lry f$ squncl, ~ncl conies from a bona rrcla ancl soJveM roll 
oj>~ralol', Consld~rlilg lbe extreJ11e fl11~nc!~I barrlor to er;ilry tltal would be pose~I .~Y p(lor r~1i1qval of Iha 
r.all ~ssets, It ls vita.I fo1' th9 $TB t6 prptoc! them clutlng these procQedlrigs, Hhoul~n't that be the Board's 
clefQult posUlon on the~e matters? f:ot the rea~o1111 stated ho1'eJn, wo lfler(lfore raspeclMly request Uia.t 

. th~ sm g1'ant this petition for recomdd13rntlon of Its A!.19t1sl 1s1 deols.lon Jn this ll.ialler, anct lrm.11EHllately 
enJ.oln l<lrldm1d fro1i1 lns!11utlng ~nY ftirlh~r salvage opr;)r,1llorts 011011 alorig the Line, penc!lng U1e Boar<l'i:; 
Hnal acUon 01i 13allard's Ac«1ulslllon arl'd opei·auon l:xamptlon request. · ·· 

'!'hank you for your con$ldarEillon of OLW petition andof ou;· rntereS! In obtaining freight mil service r1·om 
Ballard 'rermlnal Railroad Into our tmcl<slc(e raclflty In l(lrl<lond. 

Sln<Jer~IY1 /) 

~~ 
Nlok Best 
President 

, I 
' ; 
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EXHIBIT 6 



1

Goodrich, Marina V.

From: Nick Beck <nick@rjbwholesale.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 2:57 PM
To: ewilson@spiretech.com
Subject: RE: #2 Re: FW:

I typed? I don't recall typing anything I just signed it 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: ewilson@spiretech.com [mailto:ewilson@spiretech.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 2:48 PM 
To: Nick Beck 
Subject: #2 Re: FW: 
Importance: High 
 
Nick- 
I just realized that your typed name on the letter is 'Best', instead of Beck. I don't know how that got by 
us, but I apologize for the error. 
Maybe you could fix that before printing out our file copy. 
   Ernie 
 
 
> 
> 
> -----Original Message----- 
> From: mfp@rjbwholesale.com [mailto:mfp@rjbwholesale.com] 
> Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 10:16 AM 
> To: Nick Beck 
> Subject: 
> 
> This E-mail was sent from "RICOHMP161" (Aficio MP 161). 
> 
> Scan Date: 08.21.2013 10:16:07 (-0700) Queries to: 
> mfp@rjbwholesale.com 
> 
 
 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 465X) 

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY -ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - IN KING COUNTY, 
WASHINGTON 

(Woodinville Subdivision) 

STB Finance Docket No. 35731 

BALLARD TERMINAL RAILROAD COMPANY, L.L.C. - ACQUISITION AND 
OPERATION EXEMPTION -WOODINVILLE SUBDIVISION - VERIFIED PETITION 

FOR EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO 49 U.S.C. § 10502 

Dated: February 10, 2014 

75551382. I 0021620- 00004} 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Matthew Cohen 
Hunter Ferguson 
STOEL RIVES LLP 
600 University Street, Suite 3600 
Seattle, WA 98101 
(206) 386-7569 
rncohen@stoel.com 
hoferguson@stoel. corn 

Counsel for the City of Kirkland, Washington 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I have this day caused to be served a copy of 1) Letter from Hunter 

Ferguson to the Surface Transportation Board, 2) Verified Statement of Nick Beck, and 3) 

Certificate of Service upon the following parties by first class mail with postage prepaid and 

properly addressed: 

Jordan Wagner Service by: 
Jennifer Belk D hand delivery via messenger 
Central Puget Sound Regional ~mailing with postage prepaid 
Transit Authority ~ copy via email 
401 S. Jackson Street D facsimile 
Seattle, WA 98104 
Attorneys for Central Puget Sound Regional 
Transit Authority 

Myles L. Tobin, Esq. Service by: 
Thomas J. Litwiler D hand delivery via messenger 
Thomas C. Paschalis ~ mailing with postage prepaid 
Fletcher & Sippel LLC ~ copy via email 
29 North Wacker Drive D facsimile 
Suite 920 
Chicago, IL 60606-2832 
Attorneys for Ballard Terminal Railway LLC 

Tom Montgomery Service by: 
Montgomery Scarp PLLC D hand delivery via messenger 
1218 3rd Ave# 2700 ~ mailing with postage prepaid 
Seattle, WA 98101 ~ copy via email 
Attorneys for Ballard Terminal Railway LLC D facsimile 

Pete Ramels Service by: 
Andrew Marcuse D hand delivery via messenger 
Office of the Prosecuting Attorney-Civil ~mailing with postage prepaid 
Division ~ copy via email 
W 400 King County Courthouse D facsimile 
516 Third A venue 
Seattle, WA 98104 
Attorneys for King County 

75551382.1 0021620- 000042 



Charles A. Spitulnik 
W. Eric Pilsk 
Allison Fultz 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 
Attorneys for King County 

Dated this 10th day of February, 2014. 

75551382.1 0021620- 000043 

Service by: 
D hand delivery via messenger 
~mailing with postage prepaid 
~ copy via email 
D facsimile 

w~&-r~ 
Hunter Ferguson \/ -




