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Dear Chairman Elliott:

I write to share my interest in the proceeding pending on reconsideration before the Surface
Transportation Board No. FD 35817, JGB Properties, LLC — Petition for Declaratory Order —
Woodard Industrial Railroad Operations.

The proceeding involves the construction and use of rail lines connected to an industrial
warehouse complex in my Congressional District in Clay, New York, in Onondaga County. The
petitioner, my constituent, asked for a Board declaratory order back in April 2014 on critical
commerce law issues, including whether the involved lines are properly authorized and whether
there is a right to construct, acquire, operate, and use the lines for rail service absent STB
authorization/certification. According to my constituent, the remaining tracks have not been
used or maintained in many years.

Congress has authorized the Board to decide all commerce law issues under the agency’s
exclusive jurisdiction, and to provide for fair and expeditious regulatory decisions. However, my
constituent asserts that in an initial decision in the referenced docket, the Board did not address
many of the issues presented. It has now been over 16 months since this proceeding was
commenced, and there still is no resolution.

According to my constituent, the Petitioner has been in the process of drawing up plans to build a
warchouse or distribution facility that could create a number of jobs for the local upstate New
York economy. Absent full and fair consideration and resolution by the Board of each and all of
the issues presented, decisions pertaining to the productive development of this important
economic development site will, unfortunately, remain in limbo.
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I urge the Board to give full and fair consideration to my constituent’s request for
reconsideration, as may be permissible under applicable law, rules, and regulations, and to
resolve all presented issues under your jurisdiction in an expeditious manner. I also ask that you
please keep me apprised of developments in this proceeding. Thank you for your attention to

this important matter.

Sincerely,

Jigi—

ohn M. Katko
Member of Congress





