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REPLY OF PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY 
: : . mopposmoNTO '• ^' 

NATIONAL GRTO MOTION TQlffhf.Tira^>firieniNGS IN ABEYANCE 
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•-•'-•• Providence and Worcester-Railroad Company ("P&W*) hereby opposes ttie 
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motion of New England. Power .Company, d/h/a National Grid CT^ation^ 

tV '̂> //.ic ..' v.diis.i»i)ceeding- in abeyance.- 'As set fordid below,.there, is no'ieascHi to.stay tiiis 
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•̂i---- ^ procerang, and doing so. wodd only serve to.both fiiither delay the.resolution'of this . . '.v 
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A: ' nbw'two-year old ifispute'snd. continue tdfihistiateP&W*s^ 

' ' - National Grid's mcMipn-to hold this pioceeding;in: abeyance is based solely bn its 
- : • "̂  - ' J • • • . - • • <- ' ' • • 

assertion that'the parties have made significant progress-towards negotiating a voltmtaiy 
•^v*! , - . . » ' " ^ " ' ^ • ^ ^ " ' . , , . ' , f . . • • • . • , • ' • 
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resdution of thrardispute -̂":,5ee National Grid Motion at 1. Although National Grid does 
. - • - • . ' I • • ! ' • ' . ' . • / • . I . - ' " • ' ' ' • ' . ' • ' , ' • 

not expressly represent, th f̂ a.'ypluntaiy resolution is imminent, its mbticm is cleariy 
• ; • • - ' • ' . " , • ' • : . • • . . • - . • • . ' . i ' " • 

. intended to give that inqmession. But, ifthe parties were in fact close.to a resolution, one •••'. 

'i / would have expected National Grid to file a joint car consent motion for a stay. In this. 
• ' - " • • • ' ' ' ; . ." ' . • ' - • - " 

case, however. National .Grid.did not confer with P&W - much less seek its consent -
• 1 t r . ».'.»« 
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•before filing.its motion to Stay this proceeding.''̂  ' '--.'J ', -". , ; . , , 
. t . . , .• i, , . , • • . . ' • • .1 I . . 
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' ' ' '\ .P&W doeis.jibt agree'that a stay of this'projM^ng would enhance the prospects 

f(xr..a timely aiid successful, voluntary resolution. As detailed in ifa Petition for 
• I " • ' • ' • • • " • ' ' • • ' • 5 ; ; • ' . . " • • 
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Declaratoiy .CMer,. P&W.'has'been, attempting .to'negotiate a'resolution with National 
'• • , ' • ' " ' . ' . ' .•*'\' ."," - . • ' ''.• ''','^, "l '• . • 
Grid fw incHie thiai:Uw6- yearsi' During thatftiin6,̂ 'P&Wf has proposed a' number of 
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alternatives to acconunodate. the needs of both P&W and National Grid. A voluntary 
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.resolution'could - and should.^' have'.been reached lbng,ago but fw National Grid's . 

insistence thftt M.GX. cihl64,,§.73.^vraite'P&W;fiioin;enfare^^ its right to require ' 
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National Grid to relocate its poles-from the P&W right-dfTway.;. Indeed; National Grid's' 

<••- .relianoe dn,M;G.L. c. 164,-§ 73, imd.its resulting lack of interest in a prompt resolution 
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. with P&W, was .the reason that P&W sought declaratory relief.irom ithe Board in the.first /-
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'':'''- Naticnial Grid's tmsition.has not change^Un the*m(»e than nine months siiice.. .' 
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P&W hied its Petition in this protibeding. National Grid still msists that M.O.L. c. 164, § = * 
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' .73 prevents P&W from forcing National Grid to relocate its poles.. National Grid still has , 

• • ' - ' • ' , 
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. . . , . . . . .: not agreed'to a resolution that would periiiit P&W to expand its operations. While P&W 

. , . has continued to negotiate with- National Grid, ̂ National Grid understandably feels no '.r 
• ' " • ' r ' . - ^ ' . • ,*v;5.>. . • - t* ' - " '* - . - . , - - - . I - ' • . - •. . . - - V - . - v i - 1 , , . J ' . 

f-". .̂ -̂  ,..' ^ g g j j ^ -fQ j ^ j ^ ĝ  resoliution's'o long as it believes that M.OX'. c. 164, §'73 prevents "" " 
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' y^ ' i i.-^^'l^&Wfibm forcing.the reldcatibh-of the.transmission poles. In fact, the'cbntiniiihg delay 
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- '•••• in reaching a resoli^on increasiss National Grid's leverage and strengthens its negotiating 
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positiba>"Siich delay benefits National Grid, because-its poles imd ttansmission'line 

remain in plfu», preventing P&W from proceeding with its expansion plans. ' . ^ 

- J. -' •••'''•' Fin^lyi National Grid's'suggestioo tiiat a stay ofthis proceeding would facilitate 
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.' . 'a-°yolimtaiy/iissolution of/the imderiying dispUtB-has.it a To the 

^---•-•r- ^ • • • • *•.'•= ' i ' i i c ' - ' • " ' . ' • • ' '. ' " • ."---' ' I I . ' • • • • : • • 
' V craitrary, a stay of tins proceeding.^ivpuld ehcbiuage and facilitate furtiierdelay:.: So long .;.,;.̂  

as National' Grid'believes that it is protected'by M G X . c.̂  164; § 73 - and can be,': 

v '̂n--:-'̂  -"i--•':'*. .. " ' : ; - >:trL,.''^^^ ••.-'.• A"."- ' • . ' -y" ' -•- ' . : - . .„ • .,. ^ .'• - ' ' \ . ^.•.•:*t-'.^V{. 
:' confidoit that an adverse decision by .the Board is not an the immediate horizon - if has 
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V "V.^ ^ ^ -"-foiwaiid with'its plans-biahs^t^^ , . . ' . ; ' ' 
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.For all,the foregoing reasons. National,Grid's Motion Tb Hold Proceedings In 
..-,* 

v i • I 
1 Ateyance.jMbuld'be^ denied. 
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Respectfully, submitted,. 
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