ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Strasburger 23/7 5G

JOHN D. HEFFNER

(202) 742-8807
Direct Fax (202) 742-8697
John.Heffner@strasburger com
January 26, 2012
BY E-FILING
Ms. Cynthia A. Brown
Chief of Administration, Office of Proceedings
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W. e ENTER L
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 SISO Fustedings
JAN 2802
RE: FD 35559, Saratoga and North Creek Railway, LLC Part of
-Operation Exemption-Tahawus Line Pudlic Rocid

Dear Ms. Brown:

I am writing on behalf of Saratoga and North Creek Railway, LL.C
(“Saratoga to submit the following documents in support of Saratoga’s position:
Letter of support by the Lake Luzerne Chamber of Commerce
Letter of support by Thurman Station Associates, Inc.

Letter of support by Sher Millis

Letter of support by Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Granger

Emails expressing support by Sharon Thompson of Alpine Lodge and
Scotft Thompson, an individual

So far some 18 including governmental organizations, state ofﬁcxals,
economic development agencies, tourist organizations, and ordinary citizens have
expressed support for rail service.

Respectfully submitted,

‘sl

Attachments

cc:  all parties

3808644, 1/SP/24989/0101/012812
Strasburger & Price, LLP
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

FD 35559

SARATOGA AND NORTH CREEK RAILWAY, LLC
—OPERATION EXEMPTION—
TAHAWUS LINE

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I hereby certify that I mailed a copy of the “Support transmittal letter” of
Saratoga And North Creek Railway, LLC, dated January 26, 2012, in the above-
captioned proceeding by first class United States Mail and/or electronic

transmission to all parties on the Board’s service list on January 26, 2012:

hn D. Hetiner
Strasburger & Price
1700 K Street, N.W.
Suite 640
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 742-8607

3808580.1/5P/24989/0101/012612




Jan 25 12 08:123p Sher Millis 518-654-7444

Lake Luzerne Regional

Chamber of Commerce
P.0. Box 222
Lake Luzemne, New York 12846.0222
{518) 696-3500
www. lokeluzernechamber.org

> ¢ :

“A Yeor-round Adirandndck Vacationland”
serving the Towns of

Corinth, Day, Hadley & Lake Luzermne

January 25, 2012

Ms. Cynthia A. Brown

Chief of Administration, OfTice of Proceedings
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Re: FD 35559, Saratoga and North Creek Railway, LLC -
Opcration Exemption - ‘Tahawus Line

Dear Ms. Brown:

The members of the Lake Luzeme Regional Chamber of Commerce are writing this lcticr
io you urging your favorable consideration of the application presently before you for an
operation exemption of the ‘Tahawus Line submitted by the Saratogs and North Creek
Railway. LLC.

Our members and neighbors have been scriously involved with the economic and
responsible environmental devclopment of our communitics located here in the
Adirondack Park, NY, also known as the First Wildemcss Heritage Corridor. We all sec
the addition of the Saratoga and North Creck Railway to our communitics north of
Saratoga Springs as a posilive experience which all will benefit from. If for no other
reason, the reduction of the trucks and automabilcs on our ground transportation
infrastructurc in the park will preatly reduce the pollutions in the air and the maintcnance
and repairs of our roads. The economic and environmental benefits for the people and
businesscs who are here, greatly cxcceds any objections a small group of people lobbying
through “Protect the Adirondacks™ can come up with.

We thank you in advance for your time in considering our position.
Sincerely,
Il MLl

Sher Millis,
Chamber Sccrctary

Rocatved i Strastnsrger & 54 ice, LL.F. on 1/20/2042 3:40: 34 Pig (Contral Stendard Tme)
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Wishington, .G 204230001
RE- FD 35559, Saratag and North Cleek Raitvay; LLC ~ Operativn Exemption; Tohiwi Line

Dear:3s. Brown:

Thh feter 1 sene by Thutmien Smtion Amociarion, Ine., i suppart of use of dhe. Tahaws tine by.
Sm;osnnd Noith Greek' ‘Ruitway {SNCRR) foi. the tmmﬁn of frzlg,hz. ~Our andanLation, cmmd s
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apgnod gup fegion. to greater induatry and mdsan.'r{vdﬂr these tracke, and SNCRR, prginise ccanamic:
growehs ind Jobe in'underséived rogions of these soimtaicis.

Thuraan Station, Association, Ine., gppenls © the Surfsce Teaniportation Boand to suoiigly.consider the
néeds of dip coglon as It evalniaces chis ease:
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January 25, 2012

Ms. Cynthia A. Brown

Chief of Administration, Office of Proceedings
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Re: FD 35559, Saratoga and North Creek Railway, LLC ~
Operation Exemption-Tahawus Line

Dear Ms. Brown:

| am writing this letter to you in support of the Saratocga and North Creek Railway,
LLC's request for the operation exemption of the Tahawus Line.

My studio is located at the junction of NYS’s route 8N and Main Street, Corinth,
NY, one of three formal "gateways to the Adirondacks”. | have been at this
location for 7 years. Along with many others, | have worked through various
organizations along the First Wilderness Heritage Corridor to open up economic
avenues for our communities. Many of us have supported the Saratoga and
North Creek Railways efforts to establish a viable alternative to ground
transportation for both recreational and economic deVelopment of our north
country. Reducing the number of trucks and cars utilizing our road systems
within the Adirondack Park makes sense to us. Not only from an environmental
standpoint but also economic considering the maintenance costs for the existing
road transportation systems.

We ask that your consideration be given to the people who actually live, work
and raise their families here when reviewing the the S&NCRR's request for
exemption.

Sincerely,

Sher Millis }7
Artist/Owner

Sher Mills Murals
128 Main S, Corinth, NY 2822
(318) 884-2319/(318) 370-2084
ihersnudio®readrunngs.com
www.focsbook.com/SHERISTUDIO



Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Granger
11 Clarence Russell Road
Thurman, NY 12810

January 25, 2012

Ms. Cynthia A. Brown _

Chief of Administration, Office of Proceedings
Surface Transportation Board

395 East Street, S.W. Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

" RE: FD 35559, Sar;togﬁ and North Creek liﬁlwa;, LLé - Op'e;-nﬁon-Exempﬁon. Tahawus
Line

Dear Ms. Brown:

As residents of the Adirondacks for forty-two years, we strongly disagree with the opposition
expressed by Protect the Adirondacks! We believe that increasing jobs and.improving the
standard of living is a very real consideration in “protecting” our region. We think that opening
the Tahawus line to freight transportation will benefit the North Country economy by providing
new jobs. Moreover, the freight transportation will help keep Saratoga and North Creek Railway
in a position to continue to operate and expand its passenger service, which already has infused
energy into our regional tourist industry.

Please look at the big picture as you evaluate this issue.

Dbt ] g + R @O

Richard D. and Péféis R. Granger




Heffner, John D.

From: Ed Ellis [EllisE@iowapacific.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2012 2:29 PM
To: Todd Cecil; Heffner, John D.

Subject: FW: Train

From: Sarah Munley [mailto:MunleyS@Coloradotrain.com]

Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2012 12:51 PM

To: 'Ed Eliis' {ellise@iowapacific.com); Jack Dapkus (dapkus)@iowapacific.com); Debra Goodman; 'Shelly
Spendiff' (spendiffs@iowapacific.com); Iscraige@hotmail.com; Steve Torrico (TorricoS@iowapacific.com)
Cc: Lisa Audi; Amanda Mahar (amahar@edlewi.com)

Subject: FW: Train

Very well written and said.

From: Michael Bowers [mailto:choptankmills@gmail.com
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2012 12:33 PM

To: Sarah Munley

Subject: Fwd: Train

Sarah
A letter written by Sharon Taylor of the Alpine Lodge in response to a person who was thinking
the railroad track to Tahaus would have been better as a "trail" I thought her response was good.
Mike

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Sharon Taylor <sharon@adirondackalpinelodge.com>

Date: Wed, Jan 25, 2012 at 11:56 AM

Subject: Re: Train

To: thompson{@beaverriver.com

Cc: Bowers Mike <choptankmills@gmail.com>, Torrico Steve <torricos(@iowapacific.com>,
info@gorechamber.com, stanton emily <skinorthcreek(@ gmail.com>

Hi Scott,

The advantage of the train ridership to the Community of North Creek was very substantial, even
phenomenal!, through the summer and fall, but I don't have specific numbers of the tickets
purchased. .... People were walking around, spending money for meals and in shops (small things
they could carry with them) and even some staying overnight. The travelers included a
significant number of senior citizens. The winter business has been disappointing for all
involved. We are all disappointed- but hopeful! I am not sure its because of the non-
snowiness.... For this winter season there is only 1 train that arrives from Saratoga at 9:15am.
The only departing train that goes to Saratoga only leaves at 4:30. There are no scenic excusions
to and from North Creek for the winter at this time.

Our community of North Creek has a disadvantage to overcome- that we are tackling together as
a grass roots effort by the business community- to have enough "Things to do" for the visiting
walking around train riders. The Train people have also invested significantly in this issue.
SNCRR has arranged for music to be played at our beautiful Tannery Pond Community Center

1/25/2012
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(the fees was waived by the Town for the venue) . In addition, SNCRR has leased a nice looking, but
long vacant storefront (the old Mountain and Boardertown) for 1 year, renovated it to accommodate a
number of small artisanal /craft type vendors anchored by an Adirondack Museum Retail shop. It is the
intention of the Train People that this group of businesses will stand on their own at the end of the years
lease. Unfortunately, it appears that this space will only be "up and running" for the summer season as it
is not yet functioning/occupied.

The existing shops and restaurants are enjoying the success of the summer-fall business, the business
community is very happy with new revenues and some are offering more services i.e food tasting, craft
making demonstrations, book signings, artist-in-residences. There are some spring-up type businesses
taking people for snowshoe tours, cooking classes, historic walks. Some of this is happening and some is
planned for either soon (this winter) or for the summer season. Hopefully we will be able to offer the
travelers scenic lift rides at the ski bow]l/Gore Mountain for the summer and fall..... Remember, IT
TAKES A COMMUNITY!

Our best to you all on the Remsen-Lake Placid corridor! Sharon Taylor, The Alpine Lodge

On Jan 24, 2012, at 8:14 PM, Thompson's@hughes.net wrote:

As a business on the Remsen Lake Placid corridor | am very interested in the advantages of a Scenic Train on this
line. | have been of the opinion that a Recreational Trail would have more economic benefits, but the press has
touted the benefits of your train. Could you tell me the value of the Train’s operation; not the Railroad’s success,
but the benefits to the community.

Thank you for your time,

Scott S. Thompson
Norridgewock Il

Beaver River

150 Norridgewock Lake Road
Eagle Bay, New York 13331

scott@beaverriver.com

Scott S. Thompson
Norridgewock Il

Beaver River

150 Norridgewock Lake Road
Eagle Bay, New York 13331

scott@beaverriver.com
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