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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(49 C.F.R. Q n0s.7)

(I) Proposed Aclion and Afternøtives. Describe the proposed øction, íncludíng
commo¡lìtÍes lransported, the planned dìspositìon (tf any) of any rail line ancl other
slructures thal møy be involved, and any possihle changes in current operations or
maintenance prøclices. AIso descrihe flny reasonable alternatives lo the proposecl
aclÍon, Include a reødahle, detailed map and drawings clearly delÍneating the project,

llNSIt lìailway Company ("BNSF") proposes to abandon 5.1 I miles of railroad line in

McKinley County, New Mexico, locatccl between Milepost 14.50 and Milepost 19.61,

north of Defiance (the'oLine"). A map of the project area is attaohed as Exhibit A.

Unlcss railbanked, the Line will be salvaged and abandoned.

The fbllowing information addresses BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project:

'l'he proposed abandonnrent will include the removal of track materials such as rails and

ties and one bridge, but the roadbed will be lel't intact. If the Line is railbanked the bridge

will not be removed.

'l'he salvago proccss begins with the unbolting of the traok materials or rails. With the

use of specialized machinery placcd on the railroad right-of:way, the rails and related

stecl (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other metal parts) are removed.

Ncxt the wooden tics are raised from among the ballast with a tool designed fbr minimum

disruption of ground material. The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (l)

good quality ties that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be

re-sold to lumber dealers fìlr landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into

railcars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site.

2 STB Docket Áß 6 (Sub, No,dïíX)



The culverts, ballast and right-of'-way will remain intact so as not to alter the prevailing

waterf'lows along the Line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are required to limit

their activities to the width of the right-of-way and not to place fills or other material in

watcr bodies, including inland waterways. When the salvage process is complete,

waterflows in the area should not be disrupted.

F'inally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then rcpaved with gravel, asphalt or

concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also disrnantled antl

removed.

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail material

salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage contract includes

detailed information on any environmental or historical conditions imposed by the Office

of Environmental Analysis of the Surface 'l'ransportation Board (OEA) in their fìnal

decision. Completed work is independently inspectcd by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal

representative) to ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual

obligations, including OEA-imposed conditions, if applicable.

The Line has had no traflìc since February, 2010. Theretbrc, only limited maintenance

has been perfbrmed on the Line in recent years. Consequently, the proposed

abandonment will have limited impact on rail freight operations and nraintenance

practiccs on thc Linc.

The only alternative to abandonment would be not to abandon the Line and forego the

opportunity costs of not salvaging the Line.
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(2) Transnortation Svstem Descrìbe the effect of the proposed action on regìonal
or local lransportotíon systems ønd pottertts, Estimate the ømount of tnffic (passenger
or freight) that wíll be dìverte¡l to other transportotìon systems or modes as o result ttf
the proposed øction,

Ncl passcnger or freight traffic will be cliverted to other modes as a result of'the pnlposed

atrandonrnerrt. There has been no local or overhead traflic on this Line sinoe February,

2010. Therelbre, the proposed abandonrnent will have no adverse elÏ'ect on local or

regiorral transportation systerns or patterns.

(3) Lond Use

(í) Based on consultation with local anil/or regional planning agencies
ond/or review of the ofliciol plonning documents prepared hy such agencies,
stute whether the proposed øction is consistent with existing land use plans,
Descri be any ínconsistencies,

The proposed actio¡r should be consistent with existirrg land r¡se plans. BNSI" contactecl

the McKinley County ûconomic Development.

As of' the date of this Environmental Report, the McKinley County Dconomic

Devekrpnrent has not responded to our inquiry. A copy of the lettcr is attached as

llxhibit B.

(it) Based on consultalion with lhe U,S. Soíl Conservotion Service, state the
effect of the proposed øction on ony prime agriculture land.

BNSF does not believe the proposed abanclonment will have any elíect on any prime

agriculture lands. BNSF contactcd the New Mexico NRCS State Ol'lice ("NRCS")

ooncerning the proposed abandonment. Mr. J. Xavier Montoya, State Conservationist, at

NRCS, rcplicd in a lctter stating, ".,..the proposed project will not câuse Prime or lJniquc

lt'armlands to be converted to nonagricultural uses...." A copy o1'the letter is attached as

llxhibit C.
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(¡¡t) If any oction olþcts land or woter uses within a designated coostal zone,
inclucle the coøstal zone inlormatìon requìred by $ I105.9.

BNSF does not believe the proposed abandonment is located within a designated coastal

z.one. BNSF contacted the New Mexico OtÏìce of'the State Engineer concerning the

proposed abandonment (see attached Exhibit D) and as of the date of this Environmental

Report the agenoy has not responded to our inquiry.

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or nol the ríght-
of-way is suìtahle for ahernative publÍc use under49 U.S,C, $ 10905 and
explaìn why.

The right-of:way does not appear to be suitable for alternative public use.

(4) Enersv

(r) Describe the effect of the proposed action on trønsportation of energy
resources.

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of'energy resources.

(it) Descríhe the effect of the proposed actíon on recyclable commodÍties.

T'he proposed abandonment will not adversely affect movement or recovery of recyclable

comrnodities.

(¡¡r) State whether the proposed actíon will result in an íncrease or dectease
ln overoll enetgy efticiency ancl explaln why,

The proposed action will not result in an increase or decrease in overall energy

elïìoiency

(iv) If the proposed octìon will cause díversions from raìl to motor carríage
of more thøn:

(A) 11000 raíl carloads a year, or

(B) an overage of 50 raíl cørloads per mlle per year for any part of
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the offected líne, quantify the resulting nel change ín the energy
consumption and show the doto ancl methotlologlt used to arrive øÍ the

figure given.

The proposed action will rrot oause such diversions.

(s) Aìr

(t) If the proposed actíon will result ín eíther:

(A) an increase in rail lrafJic of al leost 100 percent (measured in gross
ton miles annually) ot an increøse of at least eight troins o day on flny
segment of the lÍne affected by the proposø|, or

(B) on increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) an avetage íncrease ín truck lrafJic of more than I0 percent of the
averdge daìly rraf/ic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment,
quantdy the anticìpated effect on air emìssíons.

'l'hc proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds tbr

incrcased rail or truck traffrc as outlinecl in (i) (A), (B) or (C) above.

(¡t) If the proposed actíon alfecß a class I or nonattaínment area under the
Clean Air Act, and will resuft in eÍther:

(A) an íncreese in roil traffic of at least 50 percenl (measured in
g/(r.r,r ton miles annually) ot ûn increase of at leost three trøins a ùay on
flny segment of roil line,

The pro¡rosed

(B) an Íncreøse ín roll yard activity of at least 20 percenÍ (measured
by carload øctívity), or

(C) on dverage increose ín truck traf/ic of more than I0 percent of
the average døily traffic or 50 vehÍcles ø cloy on o given roød segmenl,
then state whether any expecte¡I increased emissions øre within the
parømelers established by State Implementøtìon Plon. However, for a

roil construction under 49 U,S,C. ç 10901 (or 49 U,S,C, $ 10505) or a
case involving the reinstitution of service over o previously abøndoned
line, only the three traìn a day threshold in thls item shall apply.

action will not result in meeting or cxceeding the specified thresholds in
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(¡¡ù If rhe ftansportalion of ozone depleting moteríals (such as nilrogen
oxide and Freon) is conlemplúed, íelentífy: the materiols and quanlity; the

frequency of service; saÍely prøctíces (ìncludíng any speed reslrictions); the
applícottl's safety record (to lhe extent ovaìløble) on derailnrcnls, accidents ond
spills; contíngency plans to deal witlt ctccìdental spílls; and the lìkelìhood of an
accìdental release of ozone depleting møleriøls itt the evenl of a collision or
derailmenl,

l'he proposed abanclonment will not af'fcct thc transportation of' ozone depleting

rnatcrials.

(6) Noise If ony of the thresholtls identilied in item (5) (r) of thìs section are
surpassed, state whether lhe proposed aclion will cause:

(t) an incrementøl ìncreose in noìse levels of three decihels Ldn or more; or

(it) an increase to a noise level of 65 clecibels Ldn or greoter, If so, identify
sensitive receptors (e,g, schools, libraries, Itospítøls, resìdences, reliremenl
communities ond nursing homes) in the project oreo ønd quantify the noise
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

Not Applicable

(7) Sufetv

(r) Descrihe any effects of the proposed action on publíc health ancl sufety
(ittcluding vehìcle delay lìme at røilrosd crossíngs).

This abandonrrrent should lrave no adverse efTect on public health or safcty. 'Iherc are no

crossings orr this Line.

(¡t) If hazardous materíals qre expected to he transportecl, ìdentìfy: the
materiols ond quantíty; the frequency of servìce; whether chemícals are heing
transported thol, d mixed, coultl react to .form more hazørclous compounds;
saÍety proctìces (including øny speed restrictions); lhe applícottt's safely record
(to lhe extent available) on derailments, accidenls and hazardous spills; lhe
contingency plans to deal wíth accítlental spills, and tha likelìhootl of and
accidental release of hazørdous moterìuls,

Thc ¿rbandonnrent will not rcsult in the transpoftation ol'hazardous matcrials.

(¡¡ù If there are any known høzardous waste sites or sites where there have
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been *nown hazordous material spills on the rìght-of-way, Ídentdy the locatíott
of those sites oncl the types of hozardous malerials involved,

There are no krrowlr hazardous waste sites or sites where therc havc been ktrowtt

haz,arclous nraterial spills on the right-of'-way

(8) Bìolosìcal Resources

(t) Bøsed on consultatíon with the U,S, Fish and Wiltllde Servíce, stota
whether the proposed action ís likely to adversely offect endangered or
lhreatened specíes or flreos clesignated os a crítical hahitat, and d so, describe
the effects,

BNSF does not believe the proposed abandonment is likely to adversely allìlct

cndangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat. BNSF

corrtaoted the U.S. Fish and Wildlifb Service concerning the proposed abandonrnent (see

attached Exhibit D) and as of the date ol'this Environmental Reporl the agenoy has not

responded to our inquiry.

(¡t) State whelher wiltllife sanctuaries or refuges, Notional or SÍate parks or
forests will be affected, and descrihe any effects,

IINSI docs not believe the proposed abandonment is likely to afTèct any wildlil'e

sanctuaries or ref'uges, or any National or State parks or forests.

IìNSF- oontacted the National Park Service concerning the proposed abandonmelrt. Ms.

Crystal Salas, Environmental Protection Assistant, NPS - Intermountain Regitlnal OfÏce,

rcpliccl in an e-mail dated July 10, 2012, stating "'I'he National Park Servicc has no

conrment on thc sub.iect project." A oopy of the e-mail is attached as Exhibit F.

BNSF also contactccl the Bureau of Land Management conccrning the proposed

abandonment. Mr. John Kendall, Wildlif'e Biologist -T&F, Program, IILM - Farmington

Field Oflìce, rcplicd in an e-mail dated July 11,2012, stating "...tho proposed action
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would have a'no ef'fect' detenrrination on all fbderally-listed species and their habitat, in

accordance to the Endangered Species Act of'1973, A copy ol'the e-mail is attachecl as

llxhibit G.

(9) lløter

(i) Basecl on consultation wìlh State water quality fficíals, sÍate whether
the proposed action ìs consìstent with applicohle Federal, Stale or local water
quolity standards, Descrilte any inconsistencìes,

BNSF believes the proposed abandonment is consistent with applicable Federal, State

¿urd local water quality standards. BNSF contacted thc USEPA Rcgion 6 and the New

Mexico Flrrvironment Departnrent concerning the proposcd abandorunent. Mr. Everett I{.

Spencer, TX/NIM Stornr rWater Enftrrcement 'l"cam, IJSEPA Region 6, replied in an e-

mail datecl July 19,2012, stating "...it does not appear that any storm water issues are

present." A copy of the e-rnail is attached as Exhibit H. As of the date of this

Environmerrtal Report, the New Mexico Environment Department has not responded to

our inquiry (see attached Exhibit I).

(ir) Bosed on consultation with the U.S, Army Corps of Engineers, state
whether permits under Sectìon 404 of the Clean ll/øter Act (33 A.S.C. S 1344)

ore required for the proposed action and whelher flny desìgnnted wetlonds or
100-yeartlootl plains wìll be affected, Desuíbe Íhe effects.

IINSIT does not believe the proposed abandonment will affect any designated wetlands or

100-year llood plains. BNSF contacted the U.S. Army Engineer l)istrict, Albuquerque,

concerning the proposed abandonment (see attached Exhibit J) and as of thc date of this

Errvironrnerrtal Report the agcncy has not responded to our inquiry.

(¡¡t) State whether permíls under Section 402 of the Clean ll/ater Act (33

U,S,C. S 1342) are requiredfor the proposed action. (Applicottts shoulcl contacl
lhe U..t Environmental Protection Agency or the state envíronmenlal
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protect¡on or equ¡valent agency if they ørc unsure whether such permits are
required).

BNSF believes the proposed abandonment will not require any permits under Section 402

of the Clean Water Act. BNSF contacted the USEPA Region 6 and the New Mexico

Environment Department conceming the proposed abandonment. Mr. Everett H.

Spencer, TX/NIM Storm Water Enforcement Team, USEPA Region 6, replied in an e-

mail dated July 19, 2012, stating oo.,.it does not appear that any storm water issues are

present." A copy of the e-mail is attached as Exhibit H. As of the date of this

Environmental Reporl, the New Mexico Environment Department has not responded to

our inquiry (see attached Exhibit I).

(10) Prooosed Mitisøtion, Desuibe any actions that arc prcposed to mitlgate
odverse environmental impacts,lndlcatlng why the proposed mitigttlìon ís øppropriate,

BNSF does not expect any adverse environmental impact tlom the proposed

abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions. BNSF' will, of

course, consult (as required) with any recipients of this Environmental Report regarding

appropriate mitigation actions and will comply with those mitigation actions required by

the Board.
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HISTORIC RDPORT

(49 C.F.R.8ll05.8l

0 Proposed Action and Alternatives. Desuihe the proposed oction, ìncludíng
commotlities lransportetl, the plønned disposition (if any) of any roil line and olher
struclures lhal may be involvecl, oncl any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance proctices. Also describe any reosonahle alternatives lo the proposed
action, Inclutle a rcadable, detoíled mop and drawings clearly delineøting the prcject,

IINSI.' Railway Company ("l3NSp"¡ proposes to abandon the 5.ll miles of railroad linc in

McKinlcy County, New Mexioo, located between Milepost 14,50 arrd Milepost 19.61, north of

Dcfiancc (the "Line"). A rnap ol'the prdect area is attached as Dxhibit A.

lJnless railbanked, the Line will be salvaged and abandoned.

I?ollowing is information addressing BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this projcct:

'l'he proposed abandonment will include the removal of track materials such as rails and ties and

one bridge, but the roaclbed will be left intact. If the Line is railbanked, the bridge will not be

rcrnovecl.

'l'hc salvage proccss bcgins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. With the use tll'

specializcd nrachinery placcd on the railroad right-ot:way, the rails and related steel (angle bars,

tie plates, spikcs, switches and any other metal parts) arc removed. Next the wooden ties are

raiscd from among the ballast with a tool designed for rninimum disruption of ground matcrial.

'Ihe tics arc scparated into three groups as follows: (l) good quality ties that will be re-uscd in

rail scrvicc, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumbcr dealcrs fbr landscaping and

(3) scrap tics. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and shipped by IìNSIì to an EPA-approved

disposal sitc.
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The culverts, ballast and right-of'-way will remain intact so as not to alter the prevailing

waterflows along the l.,ine. In addition, BNSI.' salvage contractors are rcquired to limit their

activitics to the width of the right-of-way and not to place fills or other material in water bodies,

inclucling inland waterways. Whcn the salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area

should not bc clisrupted.

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt or

concrete, as recluired by governirrg authority. Any signals are also dismantled and removed.

BNSIr salvage work for abandonments is always perfìrrmed by experienced rail material

salvagers ancl is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage contract includes detailed

infonnation on any environmental or historic conditions imposed by the Office of Environrnental

Analysis of the Surface 'I'ransporlation Board (OEA) in their final decision. Completecl work is

indepenclcntly inspected by a IINSIT roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance

with IINSI standards of quality and all contractual obligations, inclucling OEA-imposed

conditions, il' applicablc.

The Line has been out of service since February, 2010. 'l'hcrefore, only limited nraintenance has

bcen perfbrmed on the Line in recent years. Consequently, the proposed abandonment will have

Iirnited irnpact on rail fieight operations and maintenance practices on the Line.

'l'hc only altcrnative to abandonment would bc not to abandon the Line and forcgo thc

opportunity costs of not salvaging the Line.

HISTORIC RNPORT

A U.S,G,S. topographíc map (or an alternøte map drawn to scøle ønd sufJiciently
detøìled to show buildings and other structures in the vicinily of the proposecl actíon)

I
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2.

showìng the locatíon of the proposed actíon, and the locations and approxìmate
climensìons of roílroad struclures that are 50 years oltl or older and are part of the
proposed action.

'flre reclurired topographic map is attached to this Report as Exhibit A.

A wrilten description of the rìght-of-way (including approximate wfulths, to the extent
known), and the topography and urban and/or rurol characteristÍcs of the surrounding
ored

'l'hc subject [,ine extends approxirnately 5.1I milcs bctwecn Milcpost 14.50 ancl Milepost 19.61,

north o1'Dcliance, in McKinley County, New Mexico. "l'hc avcragc width of the right-of'-way is

gencrally 200 fcct wide in rural areas and 400 feet widc in station grounds. Therc are no

fbclerally granted rights ol'way involved.

3. Good qualily photographs (octuol photogrophic prints, not photocopíes) of roilroad
slruclures on the property that ore 50 years olcl or olcler ønd of the immediotely
sunounding area,

'l'here is one bridge on the Line. It is as follows:

I ) Milepost 16. l0 - 252' length, 20' height; consisting ol': 2 - l4' ballast deck timber spans,
I - 48' ballast dcck plate girder span, I - 100' ballast deck plate girder span, I - 48'
ballast cleck plate girder span, 2 - l4' ballast deck timber spâns. All spans on timber
pilcs. 'l'hc bridge was built in 1974,

If the [,ine is railbanked, the bridge will not be removed. See Exhibit K, attachcd

photographs.

The dote(s) of construction of the structurc(s), and the date(s) ønd extent of ony mojor
alÍerøtions,lo the extent such inþrmation is known.

There is one briclgc on the Linc. It is as follows:

I ) Milcpost 16.10 - 252' length, 20' height; consisting ol': 2 - l4' ballast dcck timber spans,
I - 48' ballast deck plate girder span, I - 100' ballast deck plate girder span, I - 48'
ballast deck plate girder span, 2 - l4' ballast deck timber spans. All spans on tinrber
piles. 'l'he bridge was built in 1974,

4.
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If'the Line is railbanked, the bridge will not be re¡noved. See llxhibit K, attached

photographs.

5. A hrief narratíve history of carríer operations ìn rhe area, and on explønation of
whol, tÍany, chunges are contemplated os ø result of the proposed øction.

Located at the northern end of the Line is the McKinley Mine owned by Chevron

Mining Inc. tJntil the mine closed in February 2010, the orrly tral'lio moving ovcr the Line

was unit coal trains clriginating at the nrine.

6, A brief summflry of tlocuments in the carrÍer's possessíon, suclt øs engíneering
drawíngs, that might he useful in documentìng a slructure that is found to be hístorÍc,

Documents in llNSF"s possession concerning this abandonment may include alignment rnaps

showing the right<lf-way ancl/or station maps. 'l'hese documents are too large for praotical

reproduction in this roport, but can be furnishcd upon request, if'they are available.

An opinion (based on readily avaìlahle informalion in the raílroad's possessíon) øs to
whether lhe sile and/or slructures meet the criÍeriafor lìsling on the Nøtional Register
of Hìstoric Places (36 CFR 60,4), and whether there is a líkelihood of archeologícol
rcsources or flny other previously unknown hìstoric propertìes in the project area, ancl
the hosis for these opinions (inclutling any consultations wÍlh îhe State llìstorìc
P res e rv ø I io n Oftic e, I o c a I h ist o r ic al s o c ìel ies o r un ive rs itie s),

IìNSF sent a letter to the Historical Socicty of New Mcxico ("SHPO") in ref'erenoe to the

proposed abandonment. As ol'the date ol'this Historic Report, the agency has rrot responded to

our incluiry. See ¿rttached copy ol'letter to SHI'O as Exhit¡it L.

A clescription (based on readily available ínformøtíon in the railrood's possession) of
any known prior subsudace ground clísturbonce or fill, environmenlal condilions
(naturally occurríng or monmade) thøt mÍght affect the archeological recovery of
resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and lhe
surrounding lerrøin,

The Line was disturbccl during original construotion by cuts attd lill and any

archaeological resourccs that may havc been located in thc proposed project area would

7,
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9.

have been affected at that time. Our records do not indicate any environmental conditions

that might affect the archaeological recovery of resources.

lltithin 30 days of receipt of the historlc report, the Støte Historlc Preservation Officer
may rcquesl the following øddltíonøl lnþrmøtlon regardlng specitic non railroad
owned properties or groups of propertles lmmedlately ødjacent to the railroad right-of-
way: photographs of specifled properties that can be reødlly seen from the røilroad
right-of-wøy (or other publtc rlghts-of-way adjacent to the property) and ø wrilten
descrÍplion of any prevlously dlscovered archeologlcal sltes, fulentifying the locatìon
and type of the site (i,e. prehistoric or native American).

If any additional information is requestedo BNSF will promptly supply the necessary

intìlrmation.
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nA/¿ t/yA r

July 2,2012

Mr. Tim Hagaman, Chairman
McKinley County
Economic Development
409 South Second Street
Gallup, NM 87301

Sincerely

John A.9lm¡r GP
Panlogal
Law Depdnment

ENSF Rollw¡y Comprny
2600 Lou Menk Dilvc - AOB-3
Fort Worlh, Tsxa e 7 8'l 31 -2828

tal 817-552.2378
hx 817-362-2397

Emell - lohn.slms@bnsLcom

Re.' SIB Docket No. AB 6 (Suö.trlo. 485n B,\ISF Rallway Company -
Abandonment Exemptlon - tn McKìnley Coun$, New Mexlco

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF') anticipates filing in the near future a Notice of
Exemptlon seþtdng Surface Transportation Board ('STB") authority in the. above'
referenced docketlo abandon 5.11 miles of rail line ln McKinley County, New Mexico,

between Milepgst 14.50 and Milepost 19.ô1 north of Defiance.

As part of the environmäntal report, BNSF is required to contact you-to determine if the
proþosed abandonment is consistent with existing land use,plans. lf applicable, please

describe any lnconsistencies.

Your assessment and comments are respectfully requested, For your reference a map

of the subJect rallroad line ls enclosed, Please provide your reSponse to me at the
address a'bove, if at all possible, by July 31,2012. You may contact me. by emall or
phone wlth any questlons or concerns. Thank you ln advance for your tirne and

contribution.

ohn A. Slms, CP
Paralogal

Ênclosure as stated

cc via email: Courtney Estes * BNSF - court[çy.estes@bnsf,com
Karl Morell- Ball Janik LLP - kmorelllObillp.com
Mark Norton - BNSF - mark.rio-f!9n@bnsf,.cp,fn
Farah Ali - BNSF - ta,rqh'ali@bn.st'ppm
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o0,NRCS
Nslural Roeourcos Congotvåtion Servlçe
6200 Joferson NE, Room 905
Albuqu€rgue, NM 87109
Phone; (505) 761.4400 Fax: (505) 761.4462
Webslte: wwU¿, nmügì$t{Þdg.oov

luly26,2012

Mr. John A. Sims
BNSF Raílway Cornpany
2500 Lou Menlc Drive - AOB-3
Fort tvVortlr, Texas 76131-2526

I)ear Mr. Sims: .

Thank you for providing the Natural Resou'ces Conservation Service (NRCS) the opportunity to
review the proposcd STB Docket No Al] 6, BNSF Railway Company Abandonmbnt Exemption
of 5.1 I miles of rail line in Mol(inley County, Nsw Mexico.

l"he Farnrland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) authorizes the NRCS to provide teview of proposed
projeots that have the potential to irueversibly convert farmlands to non-falmland uses as the
re$ult of programs funded by the federal goveuunent. In review of the information provided on
the project, it il detormined that the entire projeot is located in an existing BNSF Railway
Company right-of'-way area. The FPPA rules defrne farmland conversion to be "the extent that it
irrcvorsíbly converts farmland to other purposes"; this project is not expected to have that effèct.
With this acknowledged, the proposed project will not cause Prirne or Uniquo Farmlands to be
converted to ncinagricultural uses, and is not subject to the Act. The Impact Conversion Rating
Foun (AD-1006) is not needed f:or this project.

If you have any cluestions concerning soíls infbrmation, please contact Clarence Chavez, Soil
Data Qublity Specialist, at (505) 761-4435 or email at olarenco,qh"ay-eã@qf,q,r¡,$da.gey.

Sincerely,

.XA MONTOYA
Stats Conservâtionist

co
Clarence Chavez, Soil Data Quality Scientist, NRCS, Albuquerque, NM

Helplng People Help tho Land
,\n Equol oppo?luhlly Provldor ond EDplôyot
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Juno 26,2012

Now Mexlco Offlce of the State Englneer
130 South Capitol Street
Concha Ortlz y Plno Bulldlng
P,O. Box 25102
$anta Fe, NM 87504-5102

Re: SïB Docket No, AB 6 (Sub.No. 485X) BIVSF Rallway Company-
Abandonmønt Exemptlon - in Mcffinley County, Nøw Moxlco

BNSF Railway Company ('BNSF') antlclpates fillng ln the near future a Notice fo
Exemption seeking $urfaco Transportation Board ('STB) authority ln the above-
referenced docket to abandon 5.11 miles of rail line in McKinley County, New Mexioo,
between Mllepost 14,50 and Mllepost 19,61 north of Defiance.

As part of tho envlronmontal report, BNSF ls requlred to contact your agency to
determlne if the proposod abandonment:

1. wíll affect land or water uses within a designated coaetal zone;
2, ls oonslstent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standarde (wlth

a descrlptlon of any lnconsletencles identlfled); and
3. wlll require permlts undsr Sectlon 4A2 ú tho Clean Water Act (33 U,S,C,$ 1342),

For your reforenoe I havo encloged a map of ths subJect railroad line. Followlng ls
informatlon on BNSF's salvage process as it relatss to thls project that should also bs of
usg:

The proposed abandonment will lnclude the removal of tho ralls, tles and the one
brldge on the line; however, the rallroad rlght of way, ballast and culverte wlll
remain in place.

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materlals or rails.
With the use of speclalized machlnery placed on the railroad rlght of way, the
rails snd related steel(angle bars, tle plates, spikes, ewltches and any other
metal parts) are romoved. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the
ballast with a tool deslgned for mlnln-rum disruptlon of ground materlal. The ties
are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality tles that will bo re-
ueed ln rail service, (2) landscape-quality tles that wlll be sold to lumber dealers
for landscaplng and (3) scrap tles. Scrap ties are loaded lnto rallcars and
shipped by BNSF to an EPA*approved disposalsito,

The culverts, ballast and rlght of way wlll remain intact so as not to alter the
prevalllng waterflows along tho line. ln addltlon, BNSF salvage contractors are
requlred to llmit thelr activlties to the wldth of the right of way and not to place

John A. 8lma, GÞ
Pamlegal
Law Dopeftnønt

BNBF Rallway Compány
2500 Lou Menk Drlvo -AOB.g
Fon Worlh, Toxâs 7ø151-25?0

tol 817.3õ2.2070
lëx 8¡7"462-2597

Emâll -,ohn,clms(!bnof.com



fills or other materlal ln wator bodles, lncludlng lnland watenruays. When the
salvago procesols complete, waterfJows in the area ehould not be dierupted.
Flnally, road crosslngs aro romoved and remedlated, then repavod wlth gravel,
asphalt or concrete, as required by govorning authority. Any slgnals are also
dlsmantled and removod.

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experlenced rall
materlal salvagers and ls generally bld on the open market. Each salvage
contract includee detalled lnformatlon on any onvironmentalor hisiorlcal
condltlons recommended by the Office of EnvironmentalAnalysls and lmposed
by the Surface Transportatlon Board ln their final decislon. Completed work le
lndependently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or oqual representative) to
ensure compllanco with BNSF etandards of quality and all contractual
obligatlons, includlng STB-Imposed oondltlons, lf applicable.

Pleaso provlde your assessment and commente to me at the addreEc above, lf at all
possible, by July 26,2012. You may contact me by email or phone with any questions
or concerns.

Thank you in advance for your time and contributlon.

Sincerely,

John A. Sims, CP
Paralegal

Enclosure as stated

cc via email: Courtney Estes - BNSF - p,p-q¿$ney,.eetes@bnSf.cqm

Karl Morell- Ball Janlk LLP - hmorellcQblllp.qonq
Mark Norton - BNSF - meffi.ngf.tg-il@þngf.com
Farah All - BNSF - fareb.all@bnsf.corn
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June 26,2012

U.S. Fish & Wildllfe Servico
Southwest Rogion
P,O. Box 1306
Albuquerque, NM 87103-1300

Re.' SIB Dockot No, AB 6 lSuþ-l\lo. 485X) Bt\fSF Rallway Company -
Abandonment Exømptlor, - ln McKlnley County, Nsw Mo^rclco

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") antlcipates fÍllng in ths nearfuture a Notice of
Exemptlon seeklng Surfaoe Transportatlon Board ("STB) author¡ty ln ths abovo-
reforenced docket to abandon 5.11 miles of rall llne ln McKinloy Gounty, New Mexlco,
betwoon at Mllepost 14.50 and Mllepost 19.61 north of Deflance,

As part of the requlslte environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not
there are any endangered or threatened speoles, wlldllfe sanctuarles or refuges, or
areas deslgnated as critlcal habltat adJacont to or near the line, and 2) if so, what effocts
the proposed action may have on same.

For your reference I have enclosed a map of ths subject rallroad llne. Followlng ls
informatlon on BN$F's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of
use:

Tho proposed abandonment wlll lnclude the removal of the rails, ties and the one
brldge on the llne; however, the rallroad rlght of way, ballast and culverts wlll
remaln in placo.

The salvage process begins wlth the unboltlng of the track rnaterials or rails.
With the use of speolallzed machlnory placed on the rallroad rlght of way, the
rails and relatsd steel (angle bars, tie plates, splkes, switches and any other
motal parts) are removod. Next the üooden ties are ralsed from amongllhe
ballasi wlth a tool designed for minlmum dlsruption of ground materlal. The tles
are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quallty ties that wlll be re-
used in rail service, (2) landecape-quality tles that will be sold to lumber dealors
for landocaplng, and (3) scrap tles. Scrap tlos are loaded lnto rallcare and
shippod by BNSF to an EPA-approved dlsposal slto.

Ths culvorts and rlght of way will romain lntact so as not to altor the prevaillng

waterflowg along the line. ln addition, BNSF salvage contractors are required to
limlt their actlvities to the wldth of the rlght of way and not to place fllls or othor
matorlal in water bodles, lncludlng inland waterways, When the salvage proc€sg

is complete, waterflows ln tho area should not be dierupted.

John 4.6¡mÈ, CP
Pôrå/00q,
Low Doþddnonl

BNSF R¡¡¡wây Conplny
2600 Lou M€nk Drlvo - AOB.0
Forl Worth, loxas 7û111Q028

tel 017,302"X07e
fåx 0t7.962-2007

Emall - lohn,olm¿@bnolcom



Flnally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then ropaved with gravel,
asphalt or conorete, as requlred by governlng authorlty, Any slgnals are also
dlsmantled and romoved.

BNSF salvage work for abandonments ls always peÉormed by experlonced rall
materialsalvagere and is generally bid on the opon market. Each salvage
contract lncludes detalled lnformation on any envlronmental or historlcal
condltlone recommended by the Office of EnvlronmentalAnalysle and lmposed
by the Surface Traneportation Board ln thelr final declslon. Gompleted work ls
lndependently inspectod by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representatlve) to
eneure compllance wlth BNSF standards of quality and all contractual
obllgatlons, lnoluding STB-lmposed condltlons, lf applloable.

Pleaee provide your asseÊsment and comments to me at the address above, lf at all
posslble, by July 2ts,2012. You may contact me by emall or phone wlth any questlons
or concerng.

Thank you ln advance for your tlme and contrlbutlon.

Slncoroly,

f,#
a

(*

Slms, CP
Paralegal

Enclosure as etated

oo vla email: Courtney Estes - BNSF - co.urtnev,egle.q,@þtæf,gqln
Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP - hmofell@billp,com
Mark Norton - BNSF - meß,nqrton@þngf,pgm
Farah All - BNSF - farah.all@þnsf.corn
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Sims. John A

Sent:
to:
Cc:

From:

HlJohn,

The National Park Servlce has no comment on the subject proJect.

Thank you,

CrystalSales
Envlronmental Protect¡on Asslstant
NPS - lntermountaln Regional Office
L2795 W. Alameda Pkwy.
Denver, Colorado 80225.0287
Tel: 303,987,6705
Fax: 303.969.27L7
Email: crvstal sqlg$@nos.eov

Crystalsalas@nps.gov
Tuesday, July 10, 2Q1211:16 AM
Slms, John A
Esles, Courtney B; kmorell@bjllp,com; Norton, Mark A;All, Farah M
NO COMMENT: STBDocket No. AB 6 (Sub-No. 4gSX) BNSF Raltway Company.
Abandonment Exemptlon - McKlnley County, New Mexico

9ubfect:

I
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Sims" John A

From:
Sent:
lo:
Cc:
Subfect:

Kendall, John B <j01 kenda@blm.gov>
Wednesday, July 1 1,201210;14 AM
Sims, John A
Estes, Courtney B; kmorell@bnsf.com; Norton, Mark A; Ali, Farah M
FW: BNSF Abandonment Exemption

Hello Mr. Slms,

I received a request to evaluate an railway abandonment in McKlnley County, NM (STB Docket No. 485X). I reviewed the
docket that you submltted to the BLM State Office. Your docket refers to 5,11 mlles of rail line that is proposed for
abandonment and salvage. According to our MTP records and GIS database, the proposed abandonment/salvage rall
line includes multiple surface ownershlps. According to my analysis the project area has approximately 2.8 miles of tribal
surface, 1.3 miles of private surface, and 1.0 miles of BLM surface. ln terms of federally-listed species under the
Endangered Species Act, I can only give an effects determlnatlon on listed species on the BLM portion of the action area
(unless I have previous knowledge of a listed species or their habitat that could be impacted on other lands, which I do
not). The Navajo Nâtion and their Natural Herltage Program would need to review your project to glve an effects
determination on their portion of the action area.

Of the 7 federally-listed species that have the potential to occur in McKinley County, there is no designated critlcal
habltat or potential habitat within your project's action area on BLM managed lands. Thus, the proposed action would
have a 'no effect' determinatlon on all federally-llsted species and thelr habitat , in accordance to the Endangered
specles Act of 1.973.

Please contact me if you have any further questions of comments.

Thank you

John l(cndall
Wildlif'e lliologist -'Ilklì Plograrn
Ill,M- lhrmin¡¡l.orr Itield OIIìcc
6251 Collcgc Blvd. fiuitc A
Fiu'rnirrgl.on, NM tÌ7402
O: (.505) 564-7685
C: (.50$ 830-6200
lhx: (,50$ 567-760t1
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Sims. John A

Sublect:

Everett Spencer <Spencer. Everett @ epamail.epa. gov>
Thursday, July 19, 2012 l0:08 AM
Slms, John A
Dlana McDonald
BNSF Rallway Abandonment in McKinley County, NM

John,

From your June 26, 2012, letter explaining the scope of the 5,11 mile railway abandonment ln McKlnley county, lt does
notappear that any storm water lseues are preseni. Slnce the land dlsturbaîce þ less than one acre ánLÞ¡ ê'torm
watêr Çonstruct¡on GenoralGeneral Permlt (SWCFP) ls not required. lt le up to BNSF to make the ca¡ to obtaln permlt
coverage lf the dlsturbance exceede the one.acre thre'shold. PËaEe be advised that the New Mexico Ënvlronment
Department (NMED) conducts storm water lnspections lor the USEPA, tt àny-tssuei snourã ar¡àã Our¡ãô tüé pro¡ect a
gitizen's complaint could prompt an NMED lnsþecüon. . ' '- - - - - -

llgtt obserye any and all environmental regülatlons during the proJect. lf any questions please catime at (p14) 665-
8060.

From:
Sent:
lo:
Cc:

Everett H. Spencer
TX/NM Storm Water Enforcement Team
USEPA Reglon 6
Dallas, Texas
(214)665-8060

t
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ÆmdrÆffistdw"'
John A, Slmor CF
PÛmlogol
Ldw Depadnent

BNSF Rallw[y Con¡pany
2600 Lou Menk Dfvo - 

^O8.3Fort Worlh, lox¿rr 7ø191"?.828

tol 817.092.2C70
lâx 917.ô62-2as7

Emall lohn,slñs@bnsl.corn

June 26,2012

New Mexico Environment Depârtment
Harold L. Runnels Bullding
1190 St. Francis Drlvo
Suite N4050
Santa Fe, New Mexlco 87505

Ro.' 8TB Dockot No, AB 0 (Søb-No, 486X) BI|F Rallway Company-
Aþandonmønt Exemptlon * ln McKlnley Counly, New Moxlco

BNSF Rallway Company ('BNSF') antlcipates flling in the near future a Notlce of
Exomption seeklng Surface Transportation Board ("STB') authority in the above-
referenced docket to abandon 5.11 mlles of rail line ln McKinley County, New Mexico,
betwoen Mllepost 14.50 and Mllepost 19.61 north of Defiance.

As part of the requlslte envlronmentalreport, BNSF needE to know: 1) whether or not
this action will be conçlstent wlth Federal, Stato or local water quality standards, and 2)
whether or not Section 402 and/or National Pollutant Discharge Eliminatlon Systern
("NPDES') permlts are requlred for performanc€ of the salvago actlvity descrlbed below.
Please noter BNSF anticipates the proposed abandonmont should not disturb
moro than one (1) acre of land.

For your referonce I have enclosed a map of the subJect rallroad llne. Followlng is
information on BNSF'e salvage process as it relates to thls project that should also be of
rlso:

ïhe proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails, ties and the one
brldge on the line; however, the railroad rlght of way, ballast and culverts will
romaln in placo,

The salvage process beglns with the unbolting of the track materials or rails.
Wlth the use of speclalized maohinery placed on the railroad right of way, tho
ralls and rolated steel(anglo bars, tle plates, spikes, switches ând any other
metal parts) are rornovod. Next tho wooden tles are ralsed from among the
ballast with a tool deslgnod for minimum dlsruptlon of ground materlal. The ties
are separated lnto three groups as follows: (1) good quallty tles that will bo re-
used ln rall gorvice, (2) landscape-quality tiee that will be sold to lumber dealers
for landscaping and (3) scrap ties, Scrap tlee are loaded lnto railcars qnd

shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site,

The culverts, ballast and right of way wlll remaln lntact so as not to alter the
prevailing waterflows along the llne. ln addltlon, BNSF salvage contractors are
required to llmlt their aotivltles to the wldth of the right of way and not to place



fills or other matorial in water bodios, including lnland watenruays. When the
ealvage process ls complete, waterflows ln the area should noi be disrupted.
Finally, road crosslngs are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel,
asphalt or oonorete, as roqulred by governing authorlty. Any-signals areãlso
dísrnantled and removed.

BNSF ealvage work for abandonmonts ls always performed by experlenced rall
materlal salvagers and ls ggnorally bid on the open market. Each salvage
contract lncludee detalled informatlon on any envlronmental or historlcal
condltlone reoommended by the Office of EnvironmentalAnalysle and imposed
by the Surface Transportatlon Board in their flnal deoleion. Gompleted wôrk is
independently lnspected by a BN$F roadmaster (or equal representative) to
ensure oompllance wlth BNSF standards of quallty and all contractual
obligatlons, lncludlng STB-Imposed condltions, lf applicable,

Please provide your assessment and commonts to mo at the address above, if at all
posslble, by July 26,2012. You may contact mo by email or phone wlth any quosflons
or concerns

Thank you in advanco for your time and conhlbutlon.

Sincerely,

fr1,
John A. Sims, CP
Paralogal

Enclosure as stated

cc vla email: Courtney Estes - BNSF - c-gufin9y_.g.stg,.q.@hnsfp"qm
Karl Morell - Ball Janlt< LLP - hmorellrOblllo.com
Mark Norton - BNSF - mgß,norton@þnSf-p-p,m
Farah All - BNSF * farah,all@bncf,com
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w"ffi Jo¡rn A, Shrü, CP
Peßlegal
Law Oopvlnonl

8N8F Rollwoy Coñpany
2ô00 Lou Menk Orlvs -40ts,3
f."ort Worlh, Toxar 7A1U-2825
rêl 0't7.002.2970
tax 017.562.2597

Emûil - lohn.slms@bn¡f,com

June 26,2012

U.S. Army Engíneor Þistrlct, Albuquerque
4101 Jeffsrson Plaza NE
Albuquerquo, NM 87109-3435

Re; SIB Doclret No. AB 6 fsuö.No. 4S5X) BÍVSF Rallway Company -
Abandonment Exemptlon - ln McKlnley County, New Mexlco

BNSF Railway Cornpany (-BNSF') anticlpatos filing in the near futuro a Notlce of
Exemption seeking Surfaco Transportatlon Board ('STB") authorlty ln the above-
referenoed docket to abandon 5.11 miles of rail llne in McKlnley Côunty, New Mexlco,
between Milepost 14.50 and Milepost 19.01 north of Defiance.

{s part of the requlslte envlronmental repoñ, BNSF noeds to know: 1) whether or not
Section 404 permlts wlll be required for the performanoe of salvago actlvity, and 2) lf the
propoeed abandonment wlll affect any 10O-year floodplalns or any dosignatod wetlands.
Your assessment and comments are respectfully requested. ln addition, if it is your
determination that floodplalns will be affected please furnlsh, lf avgilablo, ïYa" x 11" black
and whlte maps of each deslgnated floodplain area. Pleaee note: BNSF does not
antlcipate any potontlal lmpacts to waters of the U.S. ae a roeult of the proposed
abandonmont,

For your reference a map of the subjoct rallroad line is enclosed, Followlng ls
lnformatlon on BNSF's salvage process ae it relates to this project that should also be of
use:

The proposed aþandonment will lnclude the removal of the rails, tios and the one
bridge on the line; however, the ralfroad right of way, ballast and culverts will
rernain in place,

Tho salvago process beglns with the unbolting of the track materlals or ralls.
With the use of speciallzed machlnery placod on the railroad right of way, the
ralls and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, splkes, swltches and any other
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden tlos are ralsed from among the
ballast wlth a tool deslgned for mlnlmum dleruptlon of ground material. The tios
aro separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quallty tlos that will be re-
used in rail servioe, (2) landscape-quality tles that wlll be sold to lumber dealers
for landscaping and (3) scrap ties, Scrap tles are loadod into rallcars and
shlpped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal slte.

The culverts, ballast and rlght of way wlll remaln intaot so as not to alter the
prevailing waterflows along the llne. ln addltlon, BNSF salvage contractors are
required to limit thelr activitios to the width of the rlght of way and not to place
fills or other materlal ln water bodles, lncluding inland watenruays. When the
salvage process ls complete, waterflowe ln the area should not be dlsruptod.



Flnally, road crosslngs are removed and remediated, then repaved wlth gravel,
asphalt or concrete, as required by governlng authority. Any signals are also
dismantled and removed.

BNSF salvage work for abandonments ls always performed by exporienced rall
materialealvagers and is generally bid on tho open market. Each salvage
contract lncludes detalled informatlon on any onvlronmentalor hlEtorlcal
conditlone recommended by the offlce of EnvironmentalAnalysis and imposed
by the $urface Transportation Board in their final decision. Completed work ie
lndependently inspected by a BNSF roadmqster (or equal representatlve) to
ensure compliance wlth BNSF standards of quality and all contractual
obligatlons, lnoluding STB-lmposod conditlons, lf appllcable.

Please provido your asssssment and commonts to mo at the address above, lf at all
posslble, by July 26, 2012. You may contact me by email or phono wlth any guestlons
or concorns,

Thank you in advance for your tlme and contribution

Slncerely,

n A, Sims, CP
Paralogal

Enclosure as statod

cc via omail: Courtney Estes * BNSF - cg.Ul-tney.ç-gtp.s@Þnsf.cpm
Karl Morell- BallJanlk LLP - kErprell@blllp¡¿g¡n
Mark Norton - BNSF - maf,lS..æß-o-n@þnç,f,çp"m
Farah All - BNSF - farah.ali@bnsj,conl
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John A. g¡mo¡ CP
PoNlogal
Lâw Do¡rillntant

5N8F Bn¡lway corúp¡tny
2õ00 Lou Moñk Drlvê - AOB.0
Fo¡l Worth, Toxae 70131"2028

tel 817.9ö2"2970
Irx 817.362.2007

Emoll - l0hn.ûlm0@bnql.com

June26,2012

þlistorlcal Socloty of New Mexlco
P.O. Box 1912
Santa Fe, Now Mexlco 87504

Re: STB Dockøt No, AB 6 (Sub,No, 4SíX);8ÍVSF Railway Company- Abandonment
Exdmptlon- ln McKlnley County, New Mexlco

BNSF Rsllway Company ('BNSF") antlclpates flllng ln the near future a Notloe of Exemptlon
soeklng Surfac,e Traneportatlon Board ("STB") authorlty in the aþove-reforenoed docket to
abandon 6.11 mlles of rail line ln McKlnloy County, New Mexlco, betwoen Milepost 14.50 and
Mllepost 19,61 north of Defiance.

Tho proposed abandonment will require removal of track materials such as rálls and tlee, but the
roadbed will þe left intact. lf thE rall line ls railbanked the one brldge wlll not be romoved,

There are no structuroa assoclated wlth the line that are 60 years old or older. There is one
bridge on the llne that was congtructed ln 1974, Plctures of that bridge are encloeed,

As part of the historlc report requlred by the STB, BNSF neods to know if there are any struotures
eliglble for listlng on the Natlonal Reglstor of Hlstorlc Placos and also if thero aro archaeological
resourc€s ln the proJoct arsa. BNSF wlll forward a copy of tho hlstorlc report once lt has been
complotod,

For your referenco I have enclosed a map of the subJect raihoad line.

Please provlde your assessment and commonts to mo at the address above, lf at all poselble, by
July 26, 2012. You may contact mo by email or phone wlth any questlons or concerns, Thank
you in advance for your time and contributlon.

A, Slms, CP
Paralegal

Enclosuros as stated

cc vla emall: Courtney Eetes - BNSF - courtnelt.estes(Abnsf,cofn
Karl Morell- BallJanik LLP - kmorsll@blllp,cgt¡
Mark Norton - BNSF - m,eIlf,nqrton,(Abnsf.cpm
Farah All- BNSF - fgrgb"âü@þ¡Ef.egm




