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Marcellus C. Kirchner

Norfolk Southern Corporation Director Strategle Planning
3 Commercial Place {757) 620-2879
Norfolk, VA 23510-9207 (757) 533-48B4 FAX

August 12, 2013

Offoe ol Penvaadings
Ms. Victoria Rutson
Director, Office of Environmental Analysis AUG 13 2013
Surface Transportation Board Par of
395 E Street, SW Public Record

Washington, DC 20423-0001

RE:  Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 346X), Norfolk Southemn Railway Company -
Abandonment - in Lake County, Indiana

Dear Ms. Rutson:

On August 12, 2013 Norfolk Southern Railway Company (“NSR") sent the attached
Environmental and Historic Report (“E&HR™) to the relevant “consulting agencies” in anticipation
of NSR’s filing of an Abandonment Notice of Exemption pursuant to 49 CFR Part 1152, Subpart F !
As indicated in the E&HR, NSR intends 1o abandon approximatcly 2.95 mules of rail line between
railroad mileposts MQ 280 |5 and MQ 283.10 in Lake County, Indiana.

Enclosed for your records is a copy of the E&HR describing the proposed action and its
environmental and historic effects (if any). as well as a map of the affected area. The packet, also,
includes responses from consulling agencies to our initial consultation inquiries.

We have requested that the consulting agencies respond to your office and to NSR if any
information in the E&HR appears 1o be mislcading or incorrcet, if pertinent information appcars to
be missing, or if they have questions about the Board's environmental review process.

I you have any questions concerning this proposed abandonment and/or the attached E&HR,
plcasc contact LaWada Poarch at (757) 629-2803

Sincerely,

P

Marcellus C. Kirchner

CY - Robert Wimbish
Maquiling Parkerson

Enclosures

' Enclosed is a hist of the consulting agencies to which the E&HR has been sent.

Operating Subsidiary Norfolk Southern Ralway Company




Environmental and Historic Report

Certificate of Service

Pursuant to the requircments of 49 CF.R. § 1105 7{b} and 49 C.F.R. § 1105 8(c), the undersigned hereby certifies
that a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Docket No. AB-290 {Sub-No 346X) was mailed

via first class mall on August 12, 2013 to the following parties.

Indiana Department of Environmental Management

100 N. Senate Avenue
Mail Code 50-01
Indhanapolis, IN 46204-2251

US Environmental Protection Agency —Region 5
Ralph Metcalfe Federal Bullding

77 West Jackson Bivd

Chicage, IL 60604

John Bacone, Division Director

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Duvision of Nature Preserves

Department of Natural Resources

402 W Washingtan, Room W267
Indlanapolls, IN 46204

Robert Carter, Jr., Executive Director
USDA NRCS ’
402 West Washington Street
Indlanapolis, IN 46204

Elzabeth McCloskey

U4 5 Fish and Wildhfe Service
P O Box 2616

Chasterton, IN 46304

US Army Corps of Engineers
Chicago Dnstrict

Regulatory Division

111 North Canal Street, Suite 600
Chicago, IL 60606

Natlonal Geodetic Survey
Geodetic Service Division
Room 9202 NGS/12

1315 East-West Hwy
Silver Spring, MD 20910

A

Marcellus C. Kirchner
August 12, 2013

Robert Volkmann, Town Manager
Town of Schererville

10 East Joliet Street

Schererville, IN 26375

USEPA

Anel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvanla Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20004

Lake County Commissioners
2293 North Main Street
Crown Paint, IN 46307

Indiana Department of Transportation
Bob Alderman, Deputy Commussioner
315 East Boyd Blvd.

LaPorte, IN 46350

lames Glass, Ph D

Indiana DHPA

402 West Washington Street, Rm. W274
Indlanapolis, IN 46204

Michael Reynaolds, Regional Director
Natlonal Park Service

Midwest Reglon

601 Riverfront Drive

Omaha, NE 68102

Charlle Stockman

Natlonal Park Service

Rivers and Tralls Conservatlon Program
1201 Eye Streat, NW, 9™ floor
Washington, DC 20005

Christie L. Stamfer

Indlana Department of Natural Resources
Dwvision of Fish and Whldlife

402 W. Washington Street, Room W273
Indianapolis, IN 46204




— : w Strategic Planning Department

Three Commercial Place

Norfolk Southem Corporation Norfolk, VA 23510-9207
Three Commercial Place (757) 629-2679
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-8202

August 12, 2013

RE' STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 346X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company -
Abandenment — in Lake County, Indiana

Dear Sir/Madam

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) plans to request authority from the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon a segment of rail line between MQ 280.15 and MQ
283 10 in Lake County, Indiana.

Enclosed 1s a Combined Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which describes the
proposed abandonment and other pertinent information. A map of the proposed track
abandonment can be found in Appendix A of this report. Appendix B of this report lists the
various agencies receiving it.

The railroad does not anticipate adverse environmental impacts; however, if you identify any
adverse environmental effects please describe the actions that would assist in alleviating them.
Please provide us with a written response indicating any concermns or lack thereof, which will be
included in the Report and sent to the Surface Transportation Board (STB).

This Report is being provided so that you may submit information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of the proceeding. If you believe any of the
information is incorrect, if you think pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the Board's Environmental Review process, please contact the Section of Environmental
Analysis (SEA) by telephone at (202) 245-0295 or by mail to:

Surface Transportation Board,
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1106
Washington DC 20423-0001

Please refer to the above Docket when contacting the STB. Applicable statutes and regulations
impose stringent deadlines for processing this action. For this reason your wntten comments
(with a copy to us) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental impacts of the
contemplated action. In order for us to consider your input prior to filing with the STB, we must
receive your comments within three weeks. Please provide information to LaWada Poarch by
email at Lawada.Poarch@nscorp.com, or by mail to:

Oporating Subsidlary’ Norfolk Southarn Rallway Company



mailto:Lawada.Poarch@nscorp.com

LaWada Poarch
Abandonments Coordinator
Norfolk Southern Corporation
Strategic Planning Department
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, VA 23510

Sincerely,

W

Marcellus C. Kirchner
Director Strategic Pianning
Norfolk Southemn Railway Company




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 {(Sub-No. 346X)
NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT

BETWEEN MILEPOST MQ 280.15 AND MILEPOST MQ 283.10
IN LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA

Combined Environmental and Historic Report

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR), submits this combined
Environmental and Historic Report (‘EHR") pursuantto 49 C F.R § 1105.7(e) and 49
C.F.R. § 1105.8(d), respectively, for an exempt abandonment of approximately 2.95
miles of rai! line between Mileposts MQ 280.15 and MQ 283.10 in Lake County, Indiana.

August 12, 2013




ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives.
Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned
disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any
possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any
reasonable altematives (o the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and
drawings clearly delineating the project.

RESPONSE: NSR proposes to abandon approximately 2.95 miles of rail ine
between Mileposts MQ 280.15 and MQ 283.10 in Lake County, Indiana. This line has
been used recently to serve one shipper — Midwest Pipe. As of this past March,
however, NSR reached an arrangement with Wisconsin Central Limited (WCL), a
subsidiary of Canadian National Railway Company (“CN"), whereby WCL will assume
the provision of direct switching service to Midwest Pipe. Under this arrangement,
Midwest Pipe will retain access to NSR line-haul service under the terms of the NSR-
WCL switching agreement.

Following abandonment, the line's rait and related track material will be salvaged.
Salvage will consist of removing the rail and track material from the existing roadbed.
The contour of the existing roadbed will remain as is, and existing drainage systems will
remain intact. When the rail and track material are removed, the contractor will smooth
the roadbed to a level surface. No ballast will be removed, and no soil disturbance will
occur (and, accordingly, no National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit will
be required). No digging or burying of any kind will be permitted. All salvaged steel

components will either be reused or sold as scrap.' Crossties may be reused in other

railroad operations or they will be disposed of in accordance with applicable federal and




state laws and regulations. There are no bridges on the line segment.

The alternative to abandonment is to not abandon the line and retain the track in
place. This alternative is not satisfactory. NSR would incur opportunity and other
holding costs that would need to be covered by the now non-existent on-line shippers
were this line segment to be retained.

A map depicting the line proposed for abandonment is attached as Appendix A
The railroad’s letter to federal, state and local government agencies along with a list of
the consulting agencies NSR has contacted is attached as Appendix B. Comments
received as a result of NSR's written requests for feedback can be found in Appendix
C.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(2) Transportation system.
Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems
and pattemns Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted to
other transportation systems or modes as a resuit of the proposed action.

RESPONSE: Effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation
systems and patterns would be positive. There is no rail freight or passenger traffic
originating or terminating on the line segment proposed for abandonment, and the line
segment has been rendered unnecessary because of a coordination of activities with
WCL pursuant to which WCL will provide direct switching service to Midwest Pipe that
will assure that the shipper retains access to NSR line-haul service.

49 CFR 1105.7{e)(3) Land use.
() Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a review
of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the

proposed aclion is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any
inconsistencies.




RESPONSE: An outline of future land use plans has been requested from the
Towns of Munster and Schererville These municipalities were also asked to comment
on the consistency of the proposed abandonment with existing land use plans, and both
fully support the abandonment. Copies of their responses are attached as part of

Appendix C.

(i) Based on consuitation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of
the proposed action on any prime agricultural land.

RESPONSE: Consuitation was requested from The United States Department of
Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). A copy of NRCS'
response indicating the project area will not cause a conversion of prime farmland is

attached as part of Appendix C.

(ni) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, include the
coastal zone information required by Sec. 1105 9.

RESPONSE: Consultation was requested from Indiana Department of Natural
Resources. A copy of their response Is attached as part of Appendix C. Based on
NSR's recent experience in another abandonment undertaking in Lake County, Indiana,
involving a roughly adjacent rail line (see STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 336X), NSR
has no reason to believe that the proposed abandonment would be inconsistent with the

coastal zone management plan.

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment state whether or not the right-of-way is
suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10906 and explain why.




RéSPONSE: The railroad may not have fee title to the entire nght-of-way
underlying the line segment proposed for abandonment, and so NSR may not have a
contiguous corridor available for re-deployment for possible alternative public use(s).
NSR does not know if there are any state and/or local plans that may be facilitated by
the proposed abandonment, and NSR has no opinion about whether the right-of-way

would be suitable for alternative public purposes.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(4) Energy.
(i} Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy resources.
RESPONSE: Development and transportation of energy resources will not be
affected by the abandonment. No freight or passenger traffic is moving over the line,
and the line did not carry any energy resources when last operated.
(1) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.
RESPONSE: Movement or recovery of recyclable commodities will not be
affected by the abandonment. No freight or passenger traffic is moving over the line,
and the line did not carry recyclable commodities when last operated.

(iiij) Statle whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall
energy efficiency and explain why.

RESPONSE: The proposed action involves the abandonment and salvage of rail
line that no longer hosts any traffic by virtue of a recent switching arrangement with
WCL that has diverted such traffic to an alternative route. As such, the proposed
abandonment should not result in an increase or decrease in overall energy efficiency.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carmiage of more than:




(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the affected line,
quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and
methodology used to amive at the figure given.

RESPONSE: No traffic will be diverted from rail to motor carriage as a result of
the proposed action, so the above thresholds will not be exceeded
49 CFR 1105.7(e)(5) Air.

(i) If the proposed action will result in either

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected
by the proposal, or

(B) An increase in rail yard activily of at least 100 percent (measured by carload
activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or 50 vehiclss a day on any affected road segment, quantify the anticipated effect
on air emissions.

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded.

(i) If the proposed action affects a class | or nonattainment area under the Clean Air
Act, and will result in either:

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually} or an increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line,

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity),
or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected
increased emissions are within the parameters established by the State implementation
Pian.

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded. For the record,
however, Lake County, Indiana is in attainment for all National Ambient Air Quality
Standard (NAAQS) pollutants according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
with the exception of 8-hr. ozone.

(iii) If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and Freon®)
1s contemplated, identify: the malerials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety







practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant’s safely record (to the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting materials
in the event of a collision or derailment.

RESPONSE: Not applicable.
49 CFR 1105.7(e){6) Noise.

If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed, stafe
whether the proposed action will cause:

(i) An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or

(i) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater.

If so, identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded.
49 CFR 1105.7(e)(7) Safety.

() Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safely (including
vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings).

RESPONSE: Abandonment of the subject rail line segment will have no

significant effect upon public health and safety.

(i) If hazardous maternials are expected to be transported, identify: the materials and
quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safely practices (including any
speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments,
accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and
the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials.

RESPONSE: Not applicable.
(i} If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been

known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites
and the lypes of hazardous materials involved.




RESPONSE: The railroad has no knowledge of hazardous waste sites or sites
where there have been known hazardous material spills on the right-of-way or in
adjacent areas.

49 CFR 110-5.7(9)(8) Biological Resources.
(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether the
proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas
designated as a cntical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.

RESPONSE: The railroad understands that no federally- listed endangered
species or their habitats will be adversely affected. The railroad has requested input
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to ascertain any impacts to
surrounding habitats and species. USFWS has advised that they do not anticipate any
impact on federally-listed endangered, threatened or candidate species or their habitats.
The response of USFWS is attached as part of Appendix C.

(i) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will
be affecled, and describe any effects.

RESPONSE: The line segment proposed for abandonment does not appear to
pass through state parks or forests, national parks or forests, or wildlife sanctuaries No
adverse effects on wildlife sanctuaries, national parks or forests, or state parks or
forests are anticipated.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(9) Water.
(1) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the proposed

action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local waler quality standards.
Describe any inconsistencies.




RESPONSE: The railroad does not intend to remove or alter the contour of the
roadbed underlying the rail line to be abandoned by way of excavation or other ground-
disturbance activity. Accordingly, no soils will be disturbed as a result of the proposed
abandonment, and no storm water mitigation or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System pemits will be required. The fine proposed for abandonment cross no major
watercourses. There are no plans to undertake in-stream work, or dredge and/or use any fili
materials in connection with the proposed abandonment, and for this reason also, the
proposed abandonment will not result in water quality impacts.

Consultation has been requested from the Indiana Department of Natural Resources
(IDNR) and from the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USéPA). A copy of
the IDNR response is attached as part of Appendix C. IDNR's response states that aerial
images and topographic maps indicate a small stream that crosses the right-of-way, which, if
present, would be conveyed through a culvert.

(i) Based on consuitation with the U S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether
permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the
proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be
affected. Describe the effects. .

RESPONSE: The geometry of the roadbed will not be altered and no in-stream
work is contemplated. No discernible effects on either 100-year flood plains or adjacent
wetlands are expected in connection with the proposed abandonment Consequently,
the railroad does not believe a Section 404 permit will be required in connection with the
proposed abandonment. Consultation was requested from the U.S Army Corps of

Engineers (USACE) by letter dated April 25, 2013. Their response dated June 17, 2013

states no impacts are expected to occur. A copy of the USACE response is included as




part of Appendix C.

(i) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S C. 1342)
are required for the proposed action.

RESPONSE: The railroad does not plan to remove or alter the roadbed underlying
the line to be abandoned, to undertake in-stream work, or to dredge or use any fill matenials.
There will be no excavation or other ground-disturbance actvity, and, because no soils will
be disturbed, no storm water mitigation or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
permit will be required. The railroad anticipates that the abandonment will not affect water
quality or require the 1ssuance of a Section 402 permit under the Federat Water Pollution
Control Act. Nevertheless, NSR has requested input from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA) and the Indiana Department of Natural Resources (as indicated
in a preceding section). A copy of their response is attached as part of Appendix C.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(10) Proposed Mitigation.

Descnbe any actions that are proposed to mitigale adverse environmental impacts,
indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

RESPONSE: Abandonment of the involved rail line is not expected to produce
adverse environmental impacts for the reasons set forth above. Only minimal physical
activity may occur as a result of the proposed abandonment, such as removal of rail,
ties, and other railroad appurtenances. The railroad will undertake all reasonable
mitigation associated with these activities as directed by the Board to assure the

abandonment does not produce adverse environmental impacts.




HISTORIC REPORT

49 CFR 1105.8(d)
PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

NSR proposes to abandon approximately 2 95 miles of rail line between
Mileposts MQ 280.15 and MQ 283.10 in Lake County, Indiana. This line has been used
recently to serve one shipper — Midwest Pipe. As of this past March, however, NSR
reached an arrangement with Wisconsin Central Limited (WCL), a subsidiary of
Canadian National Railway Company (“CN"), whereby WCL will assume the provision of
direct switching service to Midwest Pipe. Under this arrangement, Midwest Pipe will
retain access to NSR line-haul service under the terms of the NSR-WCL switching
agreement.

Following abandonment, the line segment's rail and related track material will be
salvaged. Salvage will consist of removing the rail and track material from the existing
roadbed The contour of the existing roadbed will remain as is, and existing drainage
systems'will remain intact. When the rail and track material are removed, the contractor
will smooth the roadbed to a level surface No ballast will be removed, and no soil
disturbance will occur (and, accordingly, no National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System permit will be required). No digging or burying of any kind will be permitted. All
salvaged steel components will either be reused or sold as scrap. Crossties may be
reused in other railroad operations or they will be disposed of in accordance with
applicable federal and state laws and regulations. There are no bridges on the line

segment.




The alternative to abandonment is to not abandon the line and retain the track in
place. This alternative is not satisfactory. The railroad would incur opportunity and
other holding costs that would need to be covered by the now non-existent on-line
shippers were this line segment to be retained. A map depicting the line proposed for

abandonment is attached in Appendix A.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

(1) U.S.G.S. Topographic Map - Maps were furnished to the Indiana Division of
Historic Preservation and Archaeology.

(2) Written Description of Right-of-Way - The right-of-way width ranges from 40
feet to 100 feet along the main track centerline. The proposed segment is between
Mileposts MQ 280 15 and MQ 283.10. Pursuant to Surface Transportation Board (STB)
policy, the railroad's right-of-way will constitute the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for this
undertaking.

(3) Photographs — There are no structures on the line.

(4) Date of Construction of Structures — Not applicable.

{5) History of Operations and Changes Contemplated — The railroad property
that is the subject of the proposed abandonment consists of roughly 2.95 miles of rail
line between mileposts MQ 280.15 and MQ 283.10 in Lake County, Indiana. This line
has been rendered unnecessary because of a coordination of activities with WCL
pursuant to which WCL will switch for NSR's benefit the sole remaining customer
(Midwest Pipe) that NSR previously accessed via this line.

The line was originally constructed by the Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Chicago and St.




Louis Railroad (PCC&StL), commonly known as the Panhandie Route. The PCC&StL
was leased by the Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR) in 1921 and merged into PRR
subsidiary Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington Railroad in 1956. PRR combined
with the New York Central Railroad (NYC) to form Penn Central Transportation
Company (Penn Central) in 1968. Consolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail), which
commenced operations on April 1, 1976, assumed control of the line following the
bankruptcy of Penn Central, and, in 1999, NSR assumed control of the subject line
segment.

(6) Summary of Documents In Carrier's Possession That Might Be Useful for
Documenting a Structure That Is Found To Be Historic — Not applicable, as there

are no structures on the line or within the APE for this undertaking.

(7) Opinion Regarding Criteria For Listing In The National Register Of Historic

Places — There are no structures on the line or within the APE for this undertaking The

raiiroad has no reason to believe that there is any likelihood of finding archaeological
resources or historic properties on the line proposed for abandonment.

(8) Subsurface Ground Conditions That Might Affect Archaeological Recovery
The railroad is not aware of any prior subsurface ground disturbances or environmental
conditions that would affect archaeological recovery. Moreover, abandonment of the
line and salvage of material from its surface will not affect any potential archaeological
resources. The subsurface of the right-of-way was initially disturbed in the construction
of the railroad line by grading and filling. Abandonment and salvage of the line will not

result in activities below the surface, or below the level of initial disturbance.

— —— —— - R —
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Follow-Up Information - Additiona! information will be provided as appropriate.




APPENDIX A
Site Map
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APPENDIX B
Agency Letters




Strategic Planning Department

Three Commercial Place

Norfolk Southemn Corporation Norfolk, VA 23510-9207
Thrae Commoerclal Place (757) 629-2679

Norfolk, Virginia 23510-9202

August 12, 2013

RE: STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 346X), Norfolk Southem Railway Company -
: Abandonment — in Lake County, Indiana

Dear Sir/Madam: ‘

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) plans to request authority from the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon a segment of rail lne between MQ 280.15 and MQ
283.10 in Lake County, Indiana.

Enclosed is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which describes the
proposed abandonment and other pertinent information A map of the proposed track
abandonment can be found in Appendix A of this report Appendix B of this report lists the
various agencies receiving it.

The railroad does not anticipate adverse environmental impacts; however, if you wdentify any
adverse environmental effects please describe the actions that would assist in alleviating them.
Piease provide us with a written response indicating any concems or lack thereof, which will be
included in the Report and sent to the Surface Transportation Board (STB).

This Report is being provided so that you may submit information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of the proceeding. If you believe any of the
information is incorrect, if you think pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the Board's Environmental Review process, please contact the Section of Environmental
Analysis (SEA) by telephone at (202) 245-0295 or by mail to:

Surface Transportation Board,
395 E Street, S W., Room 1106
Washington DC 20423-0001

Please refer to the above Docket when contacting the STB. Applicable statutes and regulations
impose stringent deadlines for processing this action. For this reason your wntten comments
(with a copy to us) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental impacts of the
contemplated action. In order for us to consider your input prior to filing with the STB, we must
receive your comments within three weeks. Please provide information to LaWada Poarch by
email at Lawada Poarch@nscorp com, or by mail to:

Operating Subsidiary* Norfolk Southern Raliway Company




LaWada Poarch
Abandonments Coordinator
Naorfolk Southem Corporation
Strategic Planning Department
Thraee Commercial Place
Norfolk, VA 23510

Sincerely,

W—‘

Marcellus C. Kirchner
Director Strategic Planning
Norfolk Southemn Railway Company




RECIPIENT LIST

Proposed Rail Line Abandonment of 2.95 miles of rall line between Mileposts MQ 280.15 and MQ 283.10 in Lake

County, Indiana.

STATE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENGY
Indiana Department of Environmental Management
100 N Senate Avenue

Mail Code 50-01

Indlanapols, IN 46204-2251

REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTI EN
US Environmantal Protection Agency —Region 5
Ralph Metcalfe Federal Bullding

77 West lackson Blvd

Chicago, IL 60604

T L ZONE MANA ENT
John Bacone, Dwislon Director
Indlana Department of Natural Resources
Diviston of Nature Preserves
Department of Natural Resources
402 W Washington, Room W267
Indianapols, IN 46204

NATURAL R R NSERVATION SERVI
Robert Carter, Jr., Executive Director

USDA NRCS

402 wWest Washington Street
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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICES
Elizabeth MeCloskey

U S Fish and Wildiife Service
P.O Box 2616

Chesterton, IN 46304

A P, ENT OF NATURAL R R
Christie L. Stanifer
Indlana Dept of Natural Resources
Divislan of Fish and Wildllfe
402 W. Washington Street, Room W273
Indlanapolis, IN 46204

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Chicago Distnict

Regulatory Dwvislon

111 North Canal Street, Sulte 600
Chicago, IL 60606

NATION D SURVEY
National Geodetic Survey
Geodetic Service Division

Room 9202 NG5/12

1315 East-West Hwy

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

ciry

Robert Volkmann, Town Manager
Town of Schererville

10 East Jollet Streat

Schererville, Indiana 46375

COUNTY

Lake County Commussioners
2293 North Main Street
Crown Point, IN 46307

STATE CLEARINGHO DOT

indiana Department of Transportation
Bob Alderman, Deputy Commissioner
315 East Boyd Bivd.

LaPorte, IN 46350

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION QFFICE

James Glass, Ph.O

Indiana DHPA

402 West Washington Street, Rm. W274
Indianapolis, IN 46204

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Michael Reynolds, Reglonal Director

National Park Service
Midwest Reglon

601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

Chariie Stockman

National Park Service

Rivers and Trails Conservation Program
1201 Eye Street, NW 9" floor
Washington D.C. 20005

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

USEPA

Arlel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvama Ave , NW

Washington, D.C 20004
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May 13,2013 =
54!' (_Uau'l Sewics

LaWanda Poarch, Coordinator Abandonments
Strategic Planning — 12 Floor

Norfolk Southern Corporation

3 Commercial Placc

Norfolk, VA 23510

RE: Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 346X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company — Abandonment —
in Lake County, Indiana

Dear Ms. Poarch:

In responsc to the letter dated April 25, 2013, the Town of Munster is {ully supportive of the
abandonment of the railway between W. Joliet Strcet and Main Strect, Schererville, Indiana, or between
mileposts MQ 280.15 and MQ 283.10. Pror to this abandonment, the Town of Munster has acquired
the railroad right of way between Main Street and Calumet Avenuc for usage as a bike path.

This right-o[-way will connect to the greater Pennsy Greenway, cross into lllinois and the Burnham
Greenway, and eventually run into the City of Chicago The entirety of this trail would become part of
the American Discovery Trail Through abandonment of this railway, and the subsequent creation of n
path, this bike path will connect the rcsidents of northern and southern Lake County, Indiana. A copy of
related pages on the Pennsy Greenway from Munster's 2010 Comprehensive Plan are enclosed for your
review, As you can see from these documents, the Town of Munster has long awaited to complete the
connectivity of this trail.

Thank you for this information. You may call me at (219) 836-6900 if there are any problems, or if you
have any questions.

Sincercly,

Tt it L

Thomas F. DeGuulio
Town Manager
Enclosures

cc:  Joseph Simonetto, Town Council President
Munster Board of Parks and Recreation
File

1003 Kidge Road = Munster, IN 46321 » (219) 836-8810 » Fux (219) B36-6540 « Police / Fire Emergencies 911
Police Non-Emergency (219) 836-6600 = Fire Non-Emergency (219) 836-6960
N \manogericjohnsomLetiers\Norfalk Southern Comp Letier - Pennsy BiREWULHE$CT.OTE

O
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Pennsy Greenway Bike Path

Pennsy Greenway is at
the heart of Munster’s
existing and planned trail
network.

When fully complete, this 15 mile
trail (10 miles in Indiana, S in lllinais)
will connect directly to the 450-mile
Burnham Greenway/Grand lllinois
trail system in lllinois, with the
potential to serve a large regional
population. This is envisioned to

be the first off-road, bi-state link

in the region, and would become
part of the American Discovery Trail
network. The trail is planned to go

— 1\
el 2N )
il 2\
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32 (CHAPTER 2

Map and data source
“WHERE WE STAND: A SNAPSHOT OF NORTHWEST INDIANA" NIRPC, 2008

through Crown Point, Schererville,
Munster, Dyer, Lansing, Calumet City
and Burnham, and continue southeast
of Crown Point to Hebron, where it is
called the Veterans Memorial Trail.

The Plan aims for Munster to connect
with Lansing’s establiched bike path
at the state line. That path will run
to Manor Avenue and Fisher Street,
cross onto the future Mixed Use
District and potential train station at
Lake Business Center and southward
to Centennial Park. As it travels
through Centennial Park, the path
will leave the old rail right of way
and wind around the edge of the

Regional Trails & Shared Routes

golf course providing bikers with an
attractive view of the park.

Construction began in Fall 2009 on
the old Penn-Central (Conrail) right
of way at Main Street as a major
link in the Pennsy-Greenway. The
extension of this path from Calumet
Avenue to the state line is planned
for construction in 2010.

- COMPLETED SEPARATED
TRAILS

FUNDED / INCOMPLETE
SEPARATED TRAILS

() MISSING TRAIL CONNECTORS
- SIGNED BIKE LANES !

1) Grand Calumet Trail (Partially
Funded / Completed)

2) Erie Lackawanna Trail

3) Oak Savannah Trail

4) Little Calumet River Levee
{Limestone)

5) Veterans Memorial Trail -
(Funded)

6) Marquette Trail (Limestone)
7) Iron Horse (Funded)

8) Prairie Duneland Trail

9) Calumet Trail (Limestone)
10) Singing Sands Trail (Funded)
11) Pennsy Greenway

12) NIPSCO Greenway (Funded) 1

13) Burnham Greenway (Funded)
14) Lincoln Memorial Trail (Funded)
15) C & O Trail (Funded)

}
'




Puopasel Opgt Comprehensive Bike Trail Framework Plan

Parks/

Open Space
e Peninsy Trail
e Existing Bike Trail
= = Future Bike Trail

Potential Trail
Crossing

HAMMOND

LANSING. ILLINOIS

N
A
e

< P

¥

To Thorn Creek Trail

--------(

LYNWOOD, ILLINOYS

HIGHLAND

SCHERERVILLE

TOWN OF MUNSTER, INDIANA 33




DaviD M AUSTGEN REX A SHERRARD
TiMOTHY R. KUIPER* Profermonul Engineer

MICHAFL ] JASAMTIS AMY S, BENJAMIN

Ao M. Swomomse ”I“AUSTGEN KUIPER & ASSOCIATES PC. Suanon R, Jows

DonaLp R. O'DiLLe

Flder Luw Adminesiroior

DANETTE GARZAt
RICA L. . “Lacented m IN & IL
AMRRICA L. MCALPIN * Lrensed i IV, IL & Fi
Yelfre Licowsed L84 i IS & 1L

May 13, 2013

VIA FIRST CLASS & E-MAIL
Norfolk Southern Corporation

3 Commercial Place

Strategic Planning — 12" Floor

Norfolk, VA 23510-9202
Atin:  Marcellus C. Kirchner, Director Strategic Planning

Re:  Schererville/Town — Pennsy Greenway Bike Trail Project
Docket No. AB-209 (Sub-No. 346X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company Abandonment -
in Lake County, Indiana

Dear Mr. Kirchner

Please be adviscd that this Law Firm represcnis the Town of Schererville, Indiana, as ns Town Attorneys.
This letier will serve us the formal response on behalf of the Town of Schererville to your correspondence to
Town Manager, Robert Volkmann, dated April 25, 2013. The Town of Schererville is very interested in the
abandonment procecding and is attempting to acquire the same right-of-way for construction of the Pennsy
Greenway Trail. A portion of the Pennsy Greenway Trail was completed by the Town of Schererville southeast
of the portion proposed to be abandoned and the Town of Munster completed a portion northwest of the proposed
abandonment. This abandonment will provide the opportunity to link these two (2) sections of very popular and
frequently used trail. Enclosed please find a partial copy of the regional hiking and biking trails with the Pennsy
Greenway Trail and the abandonment limits noted

If you nced {urther information, or have any questions, please contact the undersigned or Rex Sherrard of
our Firm. Thank you.

Very truly yours,
AUSTGEN KUIPER & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

By: David M. Austgen

DMA/ras
Encl: As noted
cc. Schererville Town Manager

Schererville Clerk-Treasurer
Schererville Parks Superintendent
File/R. Sherrard; S Jones; L.. Andrews

FDATA\Scherervilie\027\Commespondenca\051313 CN MAM docx

130 NORTII MAIN ST. * CROWN POINT, IN 46307
(219) 663-5600 * FAX (219) 662-3519 * www nustgenlaw.com
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July 29, 2013

VIA FIRST CLASS & E-MAIL
Norfolk Southern Corporation

3 Commcrcial Place

Strategic Planning — 12" Floor
Norfolk, VA 235109202

Autn  Marcellus C Kirchner, Director Strategic Planning

Re: Schererville/Town - Pennsy Greenway Bike Trall Project
Docket No. AB-209 (Sub-No. 346X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company Abandenment —
in Lake County, Indiana

Dear Mr. Kirchner:

This letter is in follow-up to the May 13™ formal response on behalf of the Town of Schererville to your
correspondence to Town Manager, Robert Volkmann, dated Apnil 25, 2013. A copy of that request letter 1s
enclosed for your use and rcady reference. The Town of Schererville is very interested in the abandonment
proceeding and 15 attempting to acquire the same right-of-way for construction of the Pennsy Greenway Trail. No
information has been provided on the status of the Abandonment 1n the more than seventy (70) days that have
elapsed. Please provide an update as to the status of Abandonment proceedings and a imetable to complete same,
it available.

If you need further information, or have any questions, please contact the undersigned or Rex Sherrard of
our Firm. Thank you consideration and cooperation in this matter.

Very truly yours,

AUSTGEN KUIPER - SSOCIATES. P C.

By:
DMA/ras
Encl: As noted
cc. Schererville Town Manager

Schererville Clerk-Treasurer
Scherervitle Parks Superintendent
DLZ, attn.: M Jabo

File/R. Sherrard; S. Jones; L Andrews

FDATAVScherarville\0279\Correspondanca\072613 NS MCK docx

130 NORTH MAIN ST » CROWN POINT. IN 46307
(219) 663-5600 « FAX (219) 662-3519 » www.nusigenlaw.com
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Ref: Norfolk Southern Railway Company
Abandonment Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 346X)

Get to Know Your

Trails

Please refer to the map for segments open, funded or proposed

Regional Trails

Calumet Trail
9-miles; limestone; Porter to Michigan City

Calumet Sag Trail
30 miles; asphalt; Lemont to Burnham (IL)

C&O Greenway
11 miles; asphalt; Griffith to Winfield

Dunes-Kankakee Trail
30 miles; asphalt; Dunes State Park to Kankakee River

Erie-Lackawanna Trail
17 miles; asphalt; Hammond to Crown Point

Lincoln Memorial Trail
10 miles; asphalt; Michigan City to Westville

c Little Calumet River Levee Trail
11 miles; limestone; Munster to Gary
he

Oak-Savannah Trail
9 miles; asphalt; Griffith to Hobart

Pennsy Greenway
15 miles; asphalt; Lansing, IL to Crown Point

by %

GREENWAYS & BLUEWAYS
NORTHWEST INDIANA REGIONAL MAP

Prairie-Duneland Trail
11 miles; asphalt; Portage to Chesterton

Veterans Memorial Trail

o < -':| : S %
REGIONAL HIKING, BIRING & INATER TRAL 9 miles; asphalt & equestrian; Crown Point to Hebron

b Visionary Trails
s NORTHWESTERN INDIANA REGIONAL / : :
PLANNING COMMISSION 22 American Discovery Trail
Portage, IN *..-  Coast-to-Coast; road & trail; discoverytrail.org
“"; 8 Grand lllinois Trail
= . | 450 miles; road & trail; Northern Illinois
WWW.Nirpc.org
/ Marquette Greenwar
2012 EDITION Q}) 50 miles; asphalt; Chicago, IL. to New Buffalo, MI

PROPOSED PROJECT FOR
ABANDONED NS R/W



http://www.nirpc.org
http://discoverytrail.org
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United States Department of Agriculture

GONRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
6013 Lahesic2 Bivd,
Inthanapous, IN 46278

May 3. 2013
Marcellus C Kirchner
Director Strategic Planning
Nortolk Southern Corporation
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-9202
Deur Mr Kirchner:

The proposed project to abandon approximalely 2 Y35 miles of rail lines in Luke County, Indiand.
as referred 10 10 vour leiter received May 1, 2013, will not cause a conversion of prime Farmland.

[l you need additional information. please contact Lisa Bolton at 317-245-5842.

Sincerely.

Ko It

ROGER KULT
Acung State Conservationist

Halping Peopla Help the Land
An Ecut! Oogoriumily Proviaer and Erployer




THIS IS NOT A PERMIT

Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

State of Indiana

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Fish and Wildlife

DNR #: ER-16967

Requestor: Norfolk Sauthaern Corporation
LaWada Poarch
Stratogic Planning - 12th Fioor
3 Commercial Place
Norfolk, VA 23510

Project:

CountyiSita Info:

Regulatory Assessment:

Naturat Herltage Databas'e:

Fish & Wildiife Comments:

Request Received: Apnl 29, 2013 !

Norfolk Southern Raillway Company, abandonment of 2 95 miles of rail ine and removal
of rail and track materlal between Mileposts MQ 280.15 and MQ 283 10; Docket No.
AB-290 (Sub-No 346X}

Lake

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the above referenced
project per your request. Our agency offers the following comments for your
informabon and in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969,

if our agency has regulatory jurisdiction over the project, the recommendations
contained in this letter may become requirements of any parmitissued If we do not
have permitting authonty, all recommendations are voluntary.

This proposal may requira the formal approval of our agency pursuant to the Flood
Control Act {IC 14-28-1) for any proposal to construct, excavate, or fill In or on the
floodway of a stream or other flowing waterbody which has a drainage area greater than
ong square mile Please submit more detailed plans to the Dwvision of Water's
Technical Services Sechion if you are unsure whether or not a permit will be required

The Natural Hentage Program's data have been checked
The species and communities below have baen recorded within % mile of the project
area. The Division of Nalure Preserves (OCNP) does not anticipate any impacts to the
plants species. Tha communitias ara within Hoosier Praine managed lands adjacent to
this project DNP recommends lhai impacis {o lhe communities be avoided while
removing the rall and track. There should be no stock-piling or parking In these areas
A) PLANTS:

1) Earleaf Foxglove (Agalinis auriculala); State Threatened

2) Narrow-leaved Colion-grass (Eriophorum angustfolium), State Rare .
B) COMMUNITIES: :

1)} Wet-mesic Sand Prairie

2) Sedge Meadow

3) Mesic Sand Prairie

The informalion submitted states that the line crosses no walercourses, however, based
on aerial images and topographic maps, there appears to be a small stream that the
ralroad crosses

Avaoid and minimuze impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources lo the greatest
extent possible, and compensale for impacts. The following are recommendations that
address potenhal impacts identlfied m the proposed project area

1) Wetland Habitat.

According to the Nafional Wetlands Inventory data, various wetland types potentially
occur within the project imits. We recommend a wetland delineation be conductad in
order to rdentify, avold, and minimize potential Impacts Due to the presence or
potential presence of wetiands on sile, we recommend contacting and coordinating with




THIS IS NOT A PERMIT

State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Fish and Wildiife

Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

Contact Staff:

the Indiana Depariment of Environmental Management (IDEM) 401 program and also
the US Army Carps of Engineers (USACE) 404 program  Impacts to wetlands should
be mitigated at the appropriate ratio (see

http /iwww.in.govilegislative/iac/20120801-IR-312120434NRA. xml pdf}

2) Exposed Sail.

Install a doublie row erosion control fabne or silt fencing along wettand areas near the
project area. All exposed soll areas should be stabliized with temporary or permanent
vegetation by November 1. Betweaen November 1 and Apnil 1, all exposed soils idle for
longer than 7 days should be stabilized with erosion cantrol blankets or with a bonded
fiber matrix hydro-muich Sifes should be protected from seasonal flooding by keeping
traffic areas covered with stone and soil stockpiles seeded, stabibzed, and contalned
with silt fencing

The additional measures isted below should be implemented to avoid, minimize, or
compensate for mpacts ta fish, wildiife, and botanical resources:

1 Revegetate all bare and disturbed areas with a mixture of grasses (exciuding all
varieties of tall fescue), legumes, and native shrub and hardwood tree species as saon
as possible upon completion.

2. Do not cut any trees suitable for Indiana bat roosting (greater than 3 inches dbk,
living or dead, with loose hangtng bark) from April 1 through September 30

3 Operate equipment used to deconstruct the rail ine from the existing rathway
corndor. Do not allow any conslruction debris to enter nearby waterbodies

4. Appropriataly designed measures for contraling eroston and sediment must be
implemented to prevent sediment from enterirng the stream or leaving the construction
site, maintain these measures until construction 1s complete and all disturbed areas are
staized

5. Saed and protect all disturbed streambanks and slopes that are 3.1 or steeper with
eroston contsol blankets (follow manufacturer's recommendations for selection and
installation); seed and apply mulch on all other disturbed areas.

6 Inspect structural erosion and sediment control practices dally and repair as
necessary untl all construction Is complete and disturbed areas are permanantly
stabjhzed.

Chrishe L. Stanier, Environ. Coordinator, Fish & Wildlife
Our agency appreciates this opportunity to be of service. Please contact the above
staff member at {317) 232-4080 if we can be of further assistance

_é%m/ s.g\ % Date: May 29, 201.3

Christie L Stanifer
Environ Coordinator
Dvision of Fish and Wildhfe
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United States Department of the Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Bloomington Ficld Office (ES)
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121]
Phone: (812) 334-4261 Fax- (812) 334-4273

May 6, 2013

Ms. LaWada Poarch

‘Coordinalor Abandonments

Strategic Planning — 12 Floor

Norfolk Southern Corporatron

3 Commercial Place

Norfolk, Virginia 23510 .

Project No.: Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 346X)
Project: Norfolk Southern Railway Company Line Abandonment
Locati(_)n: Schererville, Lake County, Indiana

Dear Ms. Poarch:

This responds to Marcellus C. Kirchner's letter dated April 25, 2013, requesting our'comments
on the aforementioned project.

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination
Act {16 US.C. 661 et. seq.) and are consistent with the intent of the National Cnvironmental
Policy Act of [969, the Endangered Species Act of 1973, and the U. 8. Fish and Wildlife Service's
Mitigation Policy.

The proposed project consists of the abandonment of 2.95 miles of track between Mileposts MQ
280.15 and MQ 283 10, basically between Jolict Street and Main Street in Schererville Thisisa
spur line that connccts with another NS track at Hartsdale; the Canadian Northern/EJ&E double
tracks are also crossed at Hartbdale

The rail linc is close to Hoosier Pruiric State Nature Preserve, a protected area of approximately
750 acres in Scherervilie, 1lighland, and Griffith owned by the Indiana Division of Nature
Preserves. A portion of Hoosier Prairic is shown on the map enclosed with your letter along
Kennedy Avenue and East Main Strect, but it also includes additional lands to the north and

south of that core area. The aréa closest to the NS rail line is south of 61* Avenue/Division




2
_ Street, between Central Avenue/Mary Strect and Junction Avenuc. [t borders a small section of
Junction Avenue, which is parallel to the NS linc between Joliet Street and Kennedy Avenue, so
Junction Avenue 1s between the nature preserve and the railroad.

Hoosier Prairie is a complex of native habitats, including sedge meadow, wet prairic, and marsh
wetlands and upland oak savannas. It supports numcrous species of wildlife, including a
diversity of amphibians, reptiles, mammals, and migratory birds, including some considered rare
within the State of Indiana, a number of Indiana-listed rare pldnts are also present. The Federally
endangered Kamer blue butterfly (Lycaeides melissa samuelis) was formerly present at Hoosier
Prairie but is no longer extant. Although Hoosier Prairie is closc to the rail line proposed for
abandonment, we do not anticipale any impacts to this resource from the abandonment acltions.

The track that is proposed for abandonment is adjacent to a small local recreation area called
Plum Creek Park, which 1s within a residential community south of Main Street and west of
Indianapolis Boulevard. A narrow band of trces scparates the park from the railroad tracks, and a
walking path parallcls these trecs; as long as the trees are not removed during abandonment
actions, the acsthetics and usc of this community park should not be affected.

ENDANGERED SPECIES

The proposed project is within the range of the Federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis)
and Karner blue buyerfly (Lycaeides melissa samuelis) and the threatened Pitcher’s thistle-
(Cirsium pitcheri) and Mcad's milkweed (Asclepias meadin). However, there is no habitat lor
any of these species within the proposed project area., so we agree that the proposed project is not
likcly to adversely affect these endangered and threatencd specics.

This precludes the need [or further consultation on this project as required under Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. However, should new information arise pertaining
to project plans or a revised species list be published, it will be necessary for the Federal agency
to reinitiate consultation. ]

We appreciate the opportunity to comment at this early stage of project planning. [f project plans-
change such that fish and wildlite habitat may be affected, please recoordinate with our office as

" soon as possible. [f you have any questions, please contact Elizabeth McCloskey at (219) 983-
9753 or clizabeth _mecloskey@fws.gov.

Sincerely youn

| bt S-S 4’/”‘4’

Scott E Pruitt 7
4t Supervisor

cc: Surface Transportation Board, Washington, D.C. -
Christi¢c Stanifer, Environmental Coordinator, Division of Water, I_ndmnapolis, IN
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Poarch, Lawada G.

From: Leffler, Paul M LRC <Paul M Leffler@usace army.mil>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2013 11:40 AM

To: fawada.poarch@nscorp.com

Subject: Docket No AB-290; Abandonment in Lake County, Indiana (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Ms Poarch,

I have reviewed your April 25th, 2013 notification for abandonment. The proposed project involves the abandonment of
a rail line that crosses several streams and wetlands. Any impacts to these stream and wetland areas will require a
permit from our office. Potential project impacts to waterways that may require a permit include dumping or
stockpiling of any materials and installation of access roads or equipment staging.

However based on your project description it sounds like no impacts are expected to accur. It is Norfolk’s responsibility
to ensure this is the case. If pians change and impacts to waterways are required please contact me for further
permitting instruction.

Sincerely,
Paul M Leffler

U.S. Army Corps, Chicago District Regulatory Senior Project Manager
312-846-5529

Classification* UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats- NONE
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