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RE: California High-Speed Rail Authority: Petition for Declaratory Order
Dear Chairman Elliott,

As the State Senator who represents Senate District 16, which includes virtually every
portion of the proposed High-Speed Rail Fresno-Bakersfield route, I write regarding the
petition requesting that your Board issue a declaratory order regarding the availability of
injunctive remedies under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

With several years of knowledge and engagement in this project, I want to make sure that
the high-speed rail project goes through all facets of the normal environmental review
process. This includes complying with both the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) and CEQA and the mitigation requirements any injunctive relief imposed by the
courts. The Fresno to Bakersfield route transverses many sensitive wildlife and
environmentally sensitive areas of the San Joaquin Valley. Additionally, this proposed
alignment will go through historic tribal lands, prime agriculture farmland, and minority
communities. Having the Authority go through the CEQA process and ensuring that
proper mitigation is provided mandates that the Authority meets the state standards for
protection of the environment and the rights of those who will be affected along the
proposed route.

This project is fully contained within the borders of the State of California and therefore
should be subject to the State’s environmental review, in addition to those required under
federal law. On behalf of my constituents I urge your board to reject this petition.

Sincerely,

NDY VIDAK
Senator, 16th District A l





