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DEC 1 C 2013 

SURFACE 
TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

A J T ' 
^ 

Re: Docket No. AH-303 (Sub-No. 43X) < 
Wisconsin Central Ltd. - Abandonment I 
Exemption — In Barron County. Wisconsin 

Dear Secretary Williams: 

Offtoof^rSwedlnflO 

DEC 1 6 2013 
part of . 

PubUc Record 

Enclosed foi filing in Ihe abovc-captioned proceedingTlirc an original and ten 
copies of the Petition fur Exemption uf Wisconsin Central Ltd., dated December 16,2013. A 
check in the amount of S6,7U0, representing the appropriate fee foi this filing, is attached. 

In accordance with 49 C F.R. § 1 lS2.C0(c), a computer disk containing the text of 
the draft Federal Register notice of this pclilion for exemption (Bxhibit B to the Petition) in MS 
Word 2010 formal also is enclosed. For convenience, this disk also contains the text of the 
Petition for Exemption. 

The original copy of the Hnvironmental/l-listoric Report (Exhibit F to the Petition) 
has been provided directly to the Board's Office of Environmental Analysis. 

If you have any questions regarding this filing, please feel free to contact me. 
Thank you for your assistance on this matter Kind regaids 

O^C 1 s 2013 

ALB:dg 
Enclosures 
cc: Ms. Victoria J Rutson, Room 1106 

Respectfully submitted, 

Audrey L. Biodrick 
Attorney for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 
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BEFORE'f HE 
SURFACE TR^\NSPORTA'fION BOARD 

DOCKET NO. AB-303 (SUB-NO. 43X) 

WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD. 
~ ABANDONMENT EXRMP'f ION ~ 
IN BARRON COUNTY. WISCONSIN 

PETITION FOR EXEMPTION OF 
WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD. 

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 10502 and the regulations of the Surface Transportation 

Board (the "Board") at 49 C F.R. §§ 1121 and 1152.60, Wisconsin Central Ltd ("WCL") hereby 

petitions the Board for an exemption from the prioi approval requiremenis of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 

for WCL to abandon a line of railroad, referred to herein as "the Line," extending fiom niilepost 

55.2 and ending at milepost 56.0 in Rice Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin, a distance of 

approximately 0.80 miles. Tlie line of trackage north of milepost 56 0 was authorized for 

abandonmeni in AB -303 (Sub. No. 12 X). The line that was abandoned in that proceeding is 

now a trail, except for a small portion of trackage immediately north of milepost 56 0, on which 

abandonment was consummated but the track remained in place to allow for headroom for 

switching purposes. A map showing the location of the line to be abandoned is attached to this 

Petition as Exhibit A A drall Federal Register notice of this Petition in the form prescribed by 

49 C.F.R. § 1152.60(c) is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

After abandonment, the raiibed and subgrade of the Line will remain in place and 

not be disturbed but the tracks, tics, and other track material will be salvaged Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources has expressed interest in using the abandoned corridor for trail 

purposes and WCL is working with the agency to develop thai possibility. 
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and Wisconsin. WCL is a wholly-owned indirect subsidiaiy of Canadian National Railway 

Company. Sec Canadian National Rv. Co. — Control - Wi.sconsin Central Transn Corp. 5 

S.T.B. 890(2001) 

The complete name and address of WCL is. 

Wisconsin Central Ltd. 
17641 South Ashland Avenue 
I-Iomewood, Illinois 60430 
(708)332-4381 

II. DESCRIPTION OF LINE TO BE ABANDONED 

The Line WCL seeks to abandon is a smglc-track, stub-ended line tliat begins at a 

connection with WCr/s mainline at milepost 55.2 and ending at milepost 56.0 in Rice Lake, 

Wisconsin. The track north of milepost 56.0 was an unregulated line that is no longer m use, and 

the track on the unregulated line has been removed. The Line is situated in Barron County, 

Wisconsin and extends a total distance of approximately 0.80 miles. 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has expressed an interest in using the 

abandoned corridor for trail purposes Subsequent to receiving the authority to abandon, WCL 

will work with the agency to develop that possibility. 

The right-of-way of the Line is largely 100 feet wide with some areas being 50 

feet and otliers areas approximately 177 feet wide. Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.60(d), WCL 

states that, based on information in its possession, the Line does not contain federally granted 

rights-of-way. According to WCf/s records, two of the parcels on which the Line sits were 

patents ruccived from the Stale of Wisconsin. WCÎ  docs not know the source of those patents. 

Any relevant documentation on this subject in WCL*s possession will be made available 

promptly to those requesting it. The Line traverses United States Postal Service Zip Code 

54868. 
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IH. .lURlSDICTION AND STATUTORY STANDARDS 

The Board has jurisdiction over the proposed abandonment of WCL\s Line 

pursuant to 49 U S.C. § 10903. Gcnenilly, a common carrier by rail must obtain authority from 

the Board under Section 10903 before abandoning a line of railroad. I-Iowcver, 49 U.S.C 

§ 10502 requires the Board to exempt a person, transaction or service from the statutory and 

regulatory requirements otherwise applicable to a rail carrier when tlic Board detennincs that: 

(I) application ofthose requirements is not necessary to carry out the rail tiansportalion policy of 

49 U.SC § 10101; and (2) either (a) the transaction is of limited scope or (b) regulation is not 

needed to protect shippers from an abuse of market power 

IV. CRITERIA OF 49 U.S.C. S 10502 

A. Detailed Scrutiny Under 49 U.S.C. § 10903 
Is Nut Necessary Tu Carry Out The Rail 
Transnortation Policy Of 49 U.S.C. S lOIOI 

Granting WCL an exemption lo abandon the Line is consistent with the goals 

articulated in the National Rail Transportation Policy, 49 U.S.C. § 10101. The rail transportation 

policy provides that the Board should minimize tlic need for federal regulatory control over tlie 

rail transportation system, expedite regulatory decision, and reduce barriers to exit. 49 U.S.C. 

§§ 10101 (2) and (7). Additionally, the rail transportation policy is meant to encourage honest 

and efficient management of railroads and to expeditiously handle and resolve all proceedings 

required or permitted to be brought under the statutory scheme 49 US.C. §§ lOIOl (9) and 

(15). The statutory exemption procedure of Section 10502 obviates the need for the expensive 

and time-consuming processes attendant to a proceeding under Section 10903, including the 

costs of preparing an application. Reliance on the adequate and expeditious exemption 
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praccdiue heroin would mmiinizj: Board regulation of this transaction and reduce the regulatory 

burden on WCL. 

Additionally, by granting WCL*s petition, none of the other lail transportation 

policy criteria will be adversely affected There has been no service over the Line in two years, 

no shippeis are located on the Line, and there is no trackage beyond the northern limit of the 

Line WCL seeks lo abandon. 

B. The Transaction Is Of Limited Scone 

'fhe transaction for which exemption is sought consists solely of the abandonment 

of a stub-ended spur track totaling approximately 0.80 miles and which no shippers arc located. 

Further, there has been no service over the Line for two years. Additionally, there is no 

reasonable prospect of future rail traffic, as there is no further trackage beyond milepost 56.0, the 

northern limii of the Line WCL seeks to abandon. The proposed abandonment clearly is of 

limited scope 

C. Regulation Is Not Necessary Tu Protect 
Shinncrs From An Abuse Of Market Power 

Since this transaction is of limited scope, WCL does not need to demonslrale that 

regulation is unnecessary to protect shippers from abuse of market power. 49 U.S.C 

§ 10502(a)(2) Even so, it is clear thai this transaction will not and cannot subject shippers to 

any market power abuse. As staled above, there are no shippers located on the Line and Iherc is 

no further trackage beyond the northern most point of the Line WCL seeks to abandon. 

Accordingly, regulation by the Board of this abandonmeni is not and cannot be necessary lo 

protect any shipper from an abuse of power. 
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V. LEVEL OF LABOR PROTECTION TO BE IMPOSED 

WCL does not anticipate any adverse impact on employment levels as a result of 

the proposed abandonment as there has been no traffic over the Line in iwo years WCL agrees 

that the appropriate level of employee protection to be imposed on this abandonment is that 

estabhshed in Oregon Short Line R. Co - Abandonment - Gn.shen. 360 l.C.C 91 (1979). 

VI. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

In accordance with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(a), 1105.8(a) and 

1121.3(b), an Environmental/Historic Report is attached as Exhibit F to this Petition. 

WHEIUiFORE, WCL respectfully requests that the Board exempt fiom the prior 

approval requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 the abandonment by WCL of its line extending from 

milepost 55.2 and ending at milepost 56.0 in Rice Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin 

Respectfully submitted. 

By: vJa>4vMc^rK^ 
Audrey L. Brodriek 

Fletcher & Sippel LLC 
29 North Wacker Drive 
Suite 920 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 
(312)252-1500 

ATl'ORNEYS FOR 
WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD. 

Dated- December 16,2013 
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CFRTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify tlml on this 13"* day of December, 2013, a copy of the foregoing 

Petition for Exemption of Wisconsin Central Ltd. was served by first class mail, postage 

prepaid, upon the agencies specified in 49 C.F R § 1152 50(d)(1) and all known customers on 

the line to be abandoned, as follows' 

Ms. Leanna Wall 
Director, Bureau of Railroads and Highways 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 7914 
Madison, Wl 53707-7914 

Wisconsin Department of IGA Relations 
P.O. Box 7868 
101 East Wilson Street, 6th Floor 
Madison, Wl 53707-7868 

Mr 'fomTidwell 
Chief of the Forest Service 
U.S Department of Agiiculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250-0003 

National Paik Service 
Attn: Charlie Stockman 
Org: 2220 
1201 I (Eye) Street NW 
Washington D.C. 20005 

Railroads For National Defense Program 
Military Surface Deployment & Distribution Command 
Transportation Engineeiing Agency 
1 Soldier Way. Bldg.l900W 
Scott AFB,1L 62225-5006 

A> 
vAudrevL 

K 
'Audrey L Brodriek 
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EXHIBIT B 

Federal Register Notice 

Docket No. AB-303 (Sub No. 43X) 

Notice of Petition for l^xemption to Abandon 

On December 16, 2013, Wisconsin Central Ltd. ("WCL") filed with the Surface 
Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423, a petition for exemption foi WCL to abandon a 
line of railroad extending from milepost 52.2 to milepost 56 0 in Rice Lake, Barron Couniy, 
Wisconsin, a distance of approximately 0.80 miles the ("Line"). The line for which die 
abandonmeni exemption request was filed traverses United States Postal Sci'vice ZIP Code 
54868. 

Based on available information, the Line does not contain federally gianted 
rights-of-way. Accoiding to WCL's records, two of the parcels on which the F.ine sits were 
patents received from the State of Wisconsin. WCL does not know the souree ofthose patents. 
Any documentation in the railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those 
requesting il 

The interest of railroad employees will be protected by ihc conditions specified in 
Oregon Short Line R. Co. -- Abandonment - Goshen. 360 l.C.C. 91 (1979) 

Any offer of financial assistance will be due no later than 10 days after service of 
a decision granting the petition for cxemplion 

All interested parties should be aware that following abandonment of rail service 
and salvage of the line, the line may be suitable for other public use, including interim trail use. 

Any request for a public use condition and uny request for trail use/rail banking 
will be due no later than 20 days after notice of the filing of the petition for exemption is 
published in the Federal Register. 

Persons seeking further infoimation concerning abandonment procedures may 
contact the Surface Transportation Board or refer to the full abandonment regulations al 49 CFR 
part 1152. Questions concerning cnviroiuncntal issues may be directed to the Board's Office of 
Environmental Analysis. 

Any environmental assessment (EA) (or environmental impact statement (EIS), if 
neccs.sary) prepared by the OlTicc of Environmental Analysis will be served upon all parties of 
record and upon any agencies or other persons who commented dunng its preparation. Any 
oUicr persons who would like to obtain a copy of tlie EA (or EIS) may contact the Section of 
Environmental Analysis. EAs in these abandonment proceedings normally will be made 
available within 60 days of the flUng of the petition The deadline for submission of comments 
on the EA will generally be within 30 days of its service 

11 
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EXHIBIT C 

STATE OF P f / J ) 

COUNTY OF fijfy^yr^ ) 

AFFIDAVIT OlW/>/ ^ n / U T M ^ T 

\ J ^ y^V&'^ff'^'Q hereby certify, swear, and declare that I am competent to 

testify and give this affidavit based upon my personal knowledge, and that the following facts are 

true to be best of my knowledge information and belief 

1. 1 am the CL^K 0 of Progressive Rail Inc. ("Progressive") a common 

carrier by rail that owns and operates rail line in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Missouri, Illinois, and 

Iowa. 

2. I have served as ihc £ ^ £ 0 since ^ { k ^ ^ . 

3. As ^ > 5 0 I have knowledge of Progressive's operations, including 

the tracks we operate over and the shipments that traverse those lines 

4. From October 2004 to December 2012, Progressive leased a portion of 

track from the Wisconsin Central Ltd. C'WCL") on WCL's Barron subdivision located in 

Barron, County, Wisconsin. The portion of track Progressive leased from WCL included track 

located beiween inileposts 55.2 and 56.0. 

5. To the best of my knowledge, from November 20, 2011 through 

December / , 2012, when Progressive's lease of WCL's Barron subdivision ended, there was 

no traffic or shipments over the portion of the Barron subdivision beiween mileposls 55.2 and 

56.0 in Rice Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin 

12 
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Further Affianl Sayeth Not 

SUBSCRIBED and^WORN to 
before mc this,^? day of CbidheT . 2 0 / 3 

rtotifry Publ 

My Commission Expires. 

M-M. 
LORIE LYNN JENJtJNS 

Nolary Public 
Stole of Mlnneiolo 

My CommlBSlon ExpIrM 
Jdhuory 3 1 | 2 e i 5 

• atxa I • I .• II I 

13 
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EXHIBIT D 

STATE OF ^il^^^'•g ) 
I ) ss 

COUNTY OP C o o k ) 

AFFBJAVIT OF Sr^ctrv fft/c^gm^ ^ 

I, Pr:qft pt/cKta^o. do hereby certify, swear, and declare that T am competent lo 

testify and give this affidavit based upon my personal knowledge, and that tlie following facts aic 

true to bo best of my knowledge information and belief: 

1. I work for Wisconsin Central Limited ("WCL") as h»^^^'~/Jek^rk^rTrkf,'e.i 

WCL is a common carrier by rail which owns or operates approximately 2400 route miles of rail 

line in the slates of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin. WCL is a wholly-

owned indirect subsidiary of Canadian National Railway Company. 

2. 1 have worked as s-f i+r,t£ JC e J since J-QW.*^ • 

iKsfWG^s-o. 

• -r^fejcaj since .g-QW:<--'v.Ol.rAfl 

3. As a^vt'^tjrlg. I have knowlcd^CfQf'w^s-opcratJgh&'^filiLfling the 

tracks we operate over and the shipments that traverse those lines. 

4. From October 2004 lo December 1, 2012, Progressive Rail fnc. 

("Progressive") leased a portion of track from the WCL on WCL's Barion subdivision located in 

Barron, County, Wisconsin. The portion of track Progressive leased from WCL included track 

located between mileposls 55.2 and 56.0. 

5. To the best of my knowledge, from December 2, 2012, when WCL 

regained sole control of the Line, to the present date, there has been no traffic or shipments over 

(he portion of the Barron subdivision between mileposLs 55.2 and 56 0 in Rice Lake, Barron 

County, Wisconsin. 

14 
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Further Affiant Sayclh Not. 

\ J ^ J U > ' 4 L . XA^-eu^ U ^^^jLU^^A.^^^i^^u . '^^ ' s^ 

SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to 
before me this 2!L day of M ^ J ^ Ji^ . 2 0 ^ . 

Nolary Public 

My Commission Expires: 

7 

OFFICIAL SEAL 
FV^TRICIAAZIEMINSKI 

11 NOTARY PUBLIC. STATE OF ILUNOIS 
' • ( • My Conmtoton Expires Sept. 25.2014 

15 
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EXHIBIT E 

Stale of Illinois 

Couniy of Cook ) 

VERIFICATION 

SS. 

uî tiKri Dt/cKciA.tt/\ • being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the Sf fnfayi'es- for Wisconsin 

Central Ltd , that he has read the foregoing Petition for Exeniplion and knowh the facts asserted 

therein, and that Ihe same are true as .stated. 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO 
before me this 10^ day 
of Dfl:f»vU\.20l3 

Notaiy Public 
My Commission expires: 

OFFICIAL SEAL 
REBECCA S B O n 

NOTARY PUBUC - STATE OF ILUNOlS 
MY Cavji'JSSICN EXPIRES06/DBn4 

16 

235195



EXHIBIT F 

BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

DOCKET NO. AB-303 (SUB-NO. 43X) 

WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD. 
~ ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION ~ 

IN BARRON COUNTY, Wl 

ENVIRONMENTAL/HISTORIC REPORT 

Wisconsin Central r.td. ("WCL") submits this Environmcntal/IIistoric Report in 

compliance with the reporting requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8. Supporting 

correspondence is attached It is the conclusion of this Report that ihe proposed abandonment, if 

implemented, will not significantly affect cither the quality of the human environment or the 

conservation of energy resouices. 

ENVIiWNMENTAL REPORT - 49 C.F.R. S n05.7fc^ 

1. Proposed Action and Alternatives. WCL seeks to abandon a line of 

railroad, refeircd to herein as the "Line," extending from milepost 56.0 and ending al milepost 

55 2 in Rice Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin, a distance of approximately 80 miles. A map 

showing die location of the Line is attached heielo as Exhibit A. Tlie Irack north of milepost 

56.0 was an unregulated line thai is no longer in use, and the track on the unregulated line has 

been removed. 

WCL believes that there have been no rail shipments of any kind on the Line in 

the last two years, and no reasonable possibility for the development of new rail traffic exists.* 

' From October, 2004 lo December 2012, WCL leased lo Progressive Rail a portion of 
WCL's Barron Subdivision that included the line of railroad track between mileposls 55.2 and 
56 0 that WCf. now seeks to abandon. WCL docs not believe that Progressive Rail provided rail 

17 
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The railbcd and subgrade of the Line wilt remain in place and not be disturbed bur the tracks, 

lies, and other track matciial will be salvaged. Subsequent to abandonment, several grade 

crossings located on the Line will be fully removed from the inteistate netwoik. There are no 

bridges located along the Line and the Slate Historic Preservation Ofllee within the Wisconsin 

Hisloiical Society ("SI-lPO") has indicated that no historic structures will be affecled by 

abandonment of the Line. 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has expressed interest in using the 

abandoned corridor for trail purposes and WCL is woiking with the agency to develop that 

possibility. 

WCL has contacted and requested comments from the Baiion Counly'Board of 

Supervisors as well as the Rice Lake Mayor. Sec correspondence attached herein as Appendix 

B. WCL has received no comments to dale. 

2. Transportation Svstcm. WCL docs nol anticipate that existing regional or 

local transportation systems or paltcins will be affecled by the pioposed abandonment No rail 

service is currently provided on the Line Thus, no traffic will be diverted to other transportation 

systems or modes as a result of the proposed abandonment. There is no overhead traffic on the 

Line, and no passenger trains arc operated over the Line. WCL does nol anlieipalc that existing 

regional or local transportation systems or patterns will be adveisely affected by the proposed 

abandonment since WCL believes hat there has been no service over the Line for al least the last 

two years. See Footnote I. 

WCL has contacted and requested comments from the Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation Wisconsin Department of Transportation has responded to WCL's letter. See 

service over the Line during the lime that Progressive Rail leased that portion of railroad Iraek 
from WCL. 

18 
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correspondence attached hereto as Appendix C WCL will comply with all applicable rules and 

regulations when performing Ihe abandonmeni and related activities and will employ good 

engineeiing pnictices WCL will work with the Wisconsin Departmenl of Natural Resources for 

the possibility of developing the abandoned corridor for trail purposes. 

3. Land Use. 

(i) WCL does not foresee any inconsistency with regional and/or local 

land use plans, but has contacted and requested comments from the NOAA/National Geodetic 

Survey. The National Geodetic Survey has commented that no geodetic suivey marks are 

located on the Line. See correspondence attached herein as Appendix D. 

(ii) WCL believes that the proposed abandonment of the Line will not 

affect any piime or unique agiicultural land. WCL has contacted and requested comments from 

the Natural Resources Conservation Service of the United States Department of Agriculture. Sec 

correspondence attached herein as Appendix E. WCL has received no comments to date. 

(iii) This track docs not appear to be within a designated Coastal Zone 

Management Area and, accordingly, the proposed abandonment will not affect any land or water 

uses in such an area or result in any coastal impacts. WCL has contacted the Ofllee of Water at 

the U S. Environmental Protection Agency to determine whether the proposed abandonment is 

consistent with applicable federal, state and local water quality standards. The U.S. 

environmental Protection Agency responded and referred the matter to its Region 5 office in 

Chicago, Illinois. Sec correspondence attached hereto as Appendix F. WCL also separately 

contacted the U.S Environmental Protection Agency's Region 5 Office. Sec Appendix F. WCL 

has received no comments to date from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Region 5 

Office 11ie rail and other salvageable materials will be removed from the Line subsequent to 

19 
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abandonment. WCL will follow all rules and regulations for the removal of such materials. The 

railbcd will remain in place, and no re-gmding will be done 

(iv) The right-of-way of the Line is suitable for an alternative public 

use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 as a trail The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has 

expressed interest in using the abandoned corridor for use as a trail and WCL is exploring that as 

a possibility 

4. Energy. 

(i) The proposed abtindonment will not have any effect on the 

transportation of energy resources No energy resourec commodities move on the Line, and 

WCL foresees little or no possibility that such on-line traffic would develop in the future. 

(ii) 'fhe movement and/or recovery of recyclable commodities will not 

be adversely affected by this abandonment. No recyclable commodities move over the Line, and 

WCL foresees little possibility that any on-line recyclable commodity traffic would develop in 

the future 

(iii) Abandonment will not result in an increase or decrease in overall 

energy efficiency. There is no freight traffic on the Line, and thus, there will be no changes in 

existing transportation patterns or energy usage as a result of the proposed abandonment. 

(iv) Not applicable. Abandonment of the Line will not cause the 

diversion of more than 1,000 rail carloads per year or an average of 50 tail carloads per mile per 

year to motor carriers. 

5. Air. 

(i) Not applicable. Abandonment will not result in (A) a minimum 

increase in rail traffic of 100% oi eight trains per day on any segment of rail line, (B) an increase 
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in rail yard activity of at least 100%, or (C) an average increase in truck truflle of more than 10% 

of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles per day on any road segment. 

(ii) Not applicable. Barron Couniy is not a class I or nonaltuinmenl 

area under the Clean Air Act. In any event, abandonment of the Line will not result m traffic 

increases which exceed the thresholds specified in 49 C.F R. § 1 l05.7(e)(5)(ii)(A), (B) or (C). 

(iii) Not applicable. No ozone depleting materials are transported over 

the Line, and no such shipments would be diverted as a result of this abandonment 

WCL has contacted and requested comments from Ihe Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Sec correspondence attached 

hereto a.s Appendices G and F. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources responded. See 

Appendix G. WCL will contact all appropriate agencies as necessary and comply with all 

applicable regulations in its abandonment of the Line. WCL has received no responses from the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency offices. 

6. Noise. Not applicable. As indicated above, none of the thresholds 

identified in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(c)(5)(i) will be exceeded as a result of die abandonment. 

7 Safetv 

(i) The proposed action will have no adverse effect upon public health 

or safety. All salvage activities will comply with all applicable rules and regulations. 

(ii) Not applicable. No hazardous materials aic transported on the 

Line, and in any event no such shipments would be diverted as a result of abandonment. 

Accordingly, the proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transpoitation of hazardous 

materials. 
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(iii) There are no known ha7ardous wiiste sites or sites where dicre 

have been known hazardous material spills on the right-of-way of the Line. 

8. Biological Resources 

(i) The Line is located in a generally residential aica in Rice Lake, 

Wisconsin. Aflcr abandonment the track, tics and other track material will he salvaged and the 

raiibed will remain in place 'fhere is a potential for the abandoned coiridor to be used for trail 

purposes WCL thus does not believe that any critical habitat will be destroyed, altered or 

affected as a result of the proposed abandonment, or that any endangered or threatened species 

are present in the area or would be adversely affected. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has 

been contacted, and WCL has received no comments to date. See correspondence attached as 

Appendix l-l. WCL also has requested comments from the Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has responded indicated that no 

critical habitat areas are known to exist in the vicinity of the proposed abandonment. Sec 

coirespondence attached as Appendix G 

(ii) The Line does not pass through or adjacent to any wildlife 

sanctuaries or refuges or any national or state parks or forests and, accordingly, none will be 

adversely affected. WCL has contacted and requested comments from the National Park 

Service, as set forth in Appendix 1. WCL has received no comments from the National Park 

Service to date 

9. Water. Any water quality effects of the proposed abandonment should be 

minimal, as the Line does not cross any bodies of water and the Line is not within a Coastal 

Zone. WCL does not anticipate discharge of any materials into navigable waters that would 

require pcnnits under Sections 402 and 404 of the Clean Water Act. To WCL's knowledge. 
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there are no wetlands located in or along the right-of-way of the Line, and WCL is unaware of 

any 100-ycnr flood plains that would be afTecled by abandonment 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has been contacted and has responded. See 

correspondence attached hereto as Appendix J. WCL has received no further comments from the 

U.S Anny Corps of Engineeis, including from Mi. Seemon of the Saint Paul Regulatory Office. 

The U S. Fish & Wildlife Service has also been contacted and, to date, has not responded. Sec 

correspondence attached as Appendix M. Information on the proposed abandonmeni also has 

been provided to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Wisconsin Dcpartjiieni of 

Natural Resources. Sec coirespondence attached as Appendices F and G, respectively. The U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency did respond. See Appendix F. The Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources did respond. Sec Appendix G. ll is nol anticipated that pemiits under Section 

402 and 404 of the clean Water Act will be necessary. 

HISTORIC REPORT - 49 C.F.R. S 1105.8(d^ 

I. Map. A map of the Line is attached hereto as Appendix A. 

2 Description of Line, fhe line to be abandoned begins at milepost 56 0 and 

ending at milepost 55.2 in Rice Lake, Barron Couniy, Wisconsin, a distance of approximately 

.80 miles The area around the Line is a flat and generally residential with industrial urcab to the 

west. The width of the right-of-way is largely 100 feet, with some areas being 50 feet and other 

areas approximately 177 feet. 

3. Pholouraphs Not applicable. There are no buildings, bridges or other 

structures on the Line which are IlRy years old or older. 

4. Information on Structures Not applicable There arc no buildings, 

bridges or other structures on the Line which are Hfly years old or older. 
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5 I-listorv of Operations. The Line was previously used for general freight 

traffic. WCL believes that there have been no rail shipments of any kind on the Line in the last 

two years, and no reasonable possibility for the development of new rail traffic exists. 

6. Fnaineering Documents. WCL provide copies of any documents in its 

possession upon request. 

7. I-lisloiie Criteria. WCL has contacted and requested comments from the 

Slate Historic Preservation Office within the Wisconsin Historical Society ("SHPO"). See 

correspondence attached as Appendix K. The SHPO has indicated that no historic properties 

will be affected by the abandonmeni. See correspondence attached as Appendix K. 

8 Ground Disturbances WCL has reported therc are no arehacological 

resources in the area. Access to the line is generally good. 
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CERTIFICATIONS - 49 C.F.R S I I05.7fc^ 

A certification that the foregoing Repoil has been served on each of the agencies 

designated in 49 C.F.R. § 1105 7(b) and that WCf. has consulted with all appropriate agencies in 

prcparing this Report is attached hereto as Appendix L. A ccrtincation that, in accordance with 

49 C.F R. § 1105.12, WCL has published notice of the proposed abandonment in a newspaper of 

general circulation in the couniy through which the Line passes is attached hereto as Appendix 

M. 
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BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

DOCKET NO. AB-303 (SUB-NO. 43X) 

WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD. 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN BARRON COUNTY, Wl 

APPENDICES TO 
ENVIRONMENTAL/HISTORICAL REPORT 

Barron Couniy Board of Supervisors and Rice Lake Mayor Notice Letters 

Office of Water-U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and Region 5 Notice Letters. 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Notice and Response Letters 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Notice Letter 

Certificate of Comnliance with 49 C.F.R. Part 1105 
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Law 

ThomaB J. Healoy 
Counsol • Rogulaiory 
17B41S. Asliland Avenuo 
Harriewood,lLG0430133O 

T-70B-332-43B1 
F-708-332-4301 
lom.healavQcnjca 

June 19,2013 

Mr. Stove Harrtnglon, Mayor 
City Hull 
30 East Eau Claire Slrool 
Rice Lake, WIS486B 

Re: Docket: AB-303 (Sub-No. ^3X) 
Proposed abandonment In Rice Lake, Barron Couniy. Wisconsin 

Dear Mr. Harrington: 

Wisconsin Central Ltd. CWCL") Is planning lo file a proposed abandonmeni with the Surface 
Transportation Board ("STB") for approval to abandon epproximaleiy 0 80 miles of railroad line starting at 
MP 56.0 arid ending at MP 55.2 in Rick Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin. For your convonlonce', vm liave 
attached a map for your referance. WCL Is advising you of llie proposed action so you may assist us In 
identifying any poienllal effects of the proposed aclton on, among othor things, the following-

1. Water quQilty; 
2. Designated wetlands; 
3. 100-yoar-old flood plains; 
4. Endangered or threatened species; 
5. Critical habitats; 
B. Wildllfe sanctuaries or mftiges; 
7. National or slate parks or forests; 
8. Coastal zono management; 
9. Soli and natural rasourco conservation; 
10. Agrfcuiturai land; 
11. Regional and/orlocai use plans; and 
12. The need for permits under Sections 4D2 or 'lO'l o l the Clean Water Act. 

Because of the nature of tho proposed action, we forosee no adverse effects. Navertheless, we would 
appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would appreciate a writlon 
response as eoen as possible so that we may include II in tlie environmental report, which we will file wiih 
Ihe STB. We Intend on filing tho Environmental Report In four weeks. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Very truly youra, 

- ^ 7 / ^ ^ 
Tiiomoa J . Hoaley 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

End. 

APPKNDIXB 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNUYS AT LAW 

29 North Wockcr Drive Piioiie: (312) 252-1500 
Suite 920 I'nx: (J 12) 252-2400 
Chlcngo. Illinois 60606-2832 www.netclier-siiiiiei.com 

AuDKBY I . BROunicK ^"fi"^! 13,2013 
(3IZ)ZSZ-I5I8 
abrodrlckfinetciier-slpixl.con) 

Mr. Jnmcs Miilci' 
Bnrron County Honnl Chniipcrson 
638 Nunn Avenuo 
Kice Lflkc, Wisconsin 5'I868 

Re- Docket AB 303 (Sub No. 43X}-Wiscoiisin Ceiitml Ltd.-Pioposcd Abnndoiimeiit 
ill Boiroii County, Wisconsin 

Deni Mr. Miller: 

' WJscoiisiii Ccnfral Ltd ("WCL'^ is planning to file n prapqscd nbaiuloiiincnt wilii liic 
Suifftco Tifinspoilntion J3oanl ("STR") for approval lo nbaiulpii nppioximatcly 0.80 miles ofiailiond line 
stalling at MP 56 0 niul ending at MP 5S.2 in Rice Liiko. Bairon County, Wisconsin. For youi 
coiivcnECiicc, wo linvc attached a map foryoui reference. WCL is iidvisiiig you oriiic pioposed action so 
you may assist us in idcntirying niiy potciilini effects of (ho proix)scd action on, among oilier things, tiio 
following: 

1. Water quality; 
2. Designated wetlands; 
3. 100-ycnr old flood pluins; 
4. 13ndungered or llircntencd species, 
5. Critical habitats; 
6. Wildlife snnctuniies or rafugcs; 
7. National or slate parks or forests; 
8. Constnl zone nimiagcincnl; 
9. Soil fliid iinfuifil lesoui'coconscivntions; 
10 Agiicuiturnl land; 
11. Regional nnd/or local use plans; nitd 
12. The need or pcnnits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clenn Water Act. 

Because of the nntuic of the proposed action, we foi'osce no adverse cffecls. 
Nevei theless, wo would appreciate youi review and any comments you may wisli to offer. We ^vould 
appreciate n written lesponsc as soon as possible so tiint wc may include it in the environmental re|}Oil, 
whicli we will file with ilie STB. Wo intend on filing tlio Bnvironnicnlal Repoit in two weeks 

'i'liank yon for your nssislanco 

Very truly yoin5, 

"^.paUr L- T^YiCi'l/iltCy 

Counsel for Wisconsin Cciilial Ltd. 
ALB:dg 
Ciiclosuro 
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Law 

Thomas J. Hoaloy 
Counsal - Rofluialoiy 
17041S AslilanilAvonuo 
Homewood, IL 60430-1380 

WWW.cn en T-70B 332 4301 
F-ZOS-SS ÎSOI 
lom hoalDyOcnra 

June 10,2013 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
H\\] Farms Slate Transportation Building 
4602 Sheboygan Ave. 
PO Box 7010 
Madison, Wl 53707-7010 

Re: Docket: AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X} 
Proposed abandonment In Rice Lake, Barren Couniy, Wisconsin 

Dear Sir or Madam. 

Wisconsin Central Ltd. (^WCL") Is planning to file a proposed obandonment with the Surface 
Transportation Board ("STB") for approval to abandon approximately 0.60 miles of railroad line starting at 
MP 56.0 and ending at MP 55.2 In Rick U k e , Borron County, Wisconsin. For your convenience, wo iiave 
attached a'map for your referenco. WCL Is advising you of tlie proposed action so you may assist us In 
Identifying any potential effects of the proposed action en, among olher things, Ihe following: 

1. Water quality;, 
2. Designated wetlands; 
3. 100-year-old flood plains; 
4. Endangered or threatened spades; 
5. Critical liabitats; 
0. Wildlife sanctuaiies or refuges; 
7. National or state parks or forests; 
6. Coastal zone management; 
0. Sdi and natural resource conservalien; 
10. Agricultural land; 
11. Regional and/or local use plans; and 
12. Tho need for permfta under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act. 

Because of the nature of tho proposed actton, we foresaa no adverso effects. Nevarllisiess, wa would 
appreciate your reviav/ end any comments you may wish to offer. Wo would appredata a written 
response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the environmental report, which we will file with 
tho STB. We Intend on filing Ihe Environmental Report in four weeks. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Very truly yours,. srylmly yours,. 

Thomas J. I leelsy 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

End. 

APPENDIX C 
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Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
www dol wiscunsin (|ov 

SooitWalKer MorkQotUlob, P.K 
Gm'omor SscrolBiy 

August 26,2013 

onieo or Gonoral Caiitisol 
'1802GhoboyganAve,Rni USB 
P.O. nox 7010 
MfltlI»[),WI 63707-7010 

TolBphMK 008.260 SB10 
FAX 600-367-6734 
E-Rinll oQaflxacSdolwljov 

Thomas hlealsy 
Counsel - Regulatory 
17641 S. Ashland Avenuo 
Homewood, 1160430-1339 

Ro: Wisconsin Central Ltd. Proposod Abandonment in Barron County, 
Wisconsin 

Doarl\^i. IHealsy: 

This lelter Is a response to your letter dated June 19, 2013, notifying the Wisconsin 
Doparlment of Transportation about proposed abandonment Docket fvlo. AB 303 (Sub. 
No. 43X). At your request, fhe Docket was reviewed for potential effects of fhe proposed 
abandonment of approximately 0.0 miles of railroad line, starling at MP 55.2 and ending 
at M P 56.0 , In tho C i ty o f R i c e Lal<o, Bar ron Coun ty , W i e c o n e i n . Do low a ro W i s D O T ' s 

findings and lecommendations: 

As a multiinodai agency, WisDOT would encourage tlie prcseivalion of this transportalion 
conidor consistent with existing land use plans and essential for efficient use of natural 
resources for future transpoitation needs if the lino is abaiidoned. if the proposed section 
of line is abandoned, there Is interest forlrail use. 

if tlie line is abandoned, Wisconsin Central Ltd. must comply with the WisDOT 
Abandonod Ralirosd Line SalvQge and Cioaii-up Policy/Slandeids/Procedures wtien 
performing abandonment and related activities. Please see Attachment 1 for a copy of 
this document. Additionally, surveying benchmarks, monumentation and mapping 
information for the segment need to be protected. -

Upon abandonment, the railroad tnust remove any rail, ties and ballast at the crossings of 
the state highways. Tho railroad is required to obtain a permit frorn the WisDOT Regional 
Maintenance section to woik on highway right-of-way. The railroad will be responsible for 
traffic management during abandonment activities. The roadway shall be restored in like 
kind. Befoie crossings are lemoved across otiier streets and roadways, the railroad must 
contact the maintaining authority to coordinate v/ork with them. 

D0T3 2003 
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Please see Attachment 2 for a summaiy of other WisDOT identified potential 
environmental effects of the proposed action 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Chung 
Attorney 

pc: Frank Huntington 
Bridget Brown 
Anna Davey 
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Attaciiment 1 

omCLVAMJK 

i)iiti:i ll)lt.mllll•.u/()l•lMlUl(),\^)^.\^•l)lI,\ltll()l(S 

Wist:oiisin Dc|5aftinetU ofTriinsportiition 
Abandoned Riiilroad Line Salvage 

and Cle;iii-ii|3 Policy 

PAltrONE-GENEl̂ Al. 

•SKCriON I - l»TIRPOS)i AND OIJJJCCJiVE 

These procedures me for use by the Wisconsin Dcpiwtnicnt nnVansporlntion (WisDO I*} 
and luciii rundway iiiiliiontics in woikiiif^ willi rnilroiid.'s owning rail lines which hiivu 
bucn .lullinti7Cil ibi nbnniionincnt or seivice liLscoiitiiumtidii '1 iie,se pruccduics »re 
inicndcil tu accomplish the roitovving: 

i . Gnicio ilic i<rL'p.ir.iiinii mul dcvctnpiiiciuofsilu :ipccilTi: pt-iroiiii.'intitf t!iniiilnrJ<: 
10 be used in the iiiivii^i: iinii tlcnn-up ofnbiuuloiied i.iilio.Ki lines 

2. Provide a process Tor raiironds to consult with WIsUOIMurinti Hit! prcivimtioii 
ofa Siilvagc/ci0iin-up plan lor a specille mil line, mid tlie eslabhshincnt ofn time sciiciUile 
tor accoinpli.'ilimUDt and ndniini.slrfllioii uflhc specific sniviiuc/cican-up plnii. 

J. Ditect dm coordination ofsilc reviews ami inspections lo Taciliiiitc (lie 
implenicMliitiiiti or thc »alvaf;c/ck'nii-up operiilion iuid io.idway/.<Etictil/lii({hway 
re^turolion, coniinciicing with the pre-planning development stM)>e tlimugh to post 
salv.i);c/cleiui-up review. 

•f. SpceiPy the tciim lor (he issuance of written depflrlnicnt doeiinientaiioii 
upprovinu the .-ialvafjc/clenn-up plan am) tlic linai po.st-projecl ncccplnncc 

SKC riON ii - i(AC«(.;i*ouNi) 

.Sinte liic laic )970's mora than 301)0 iniici urrnilroiKl lines Ihivo hew nbandoncii in 
Wisconsin anil ihe irack.s rcmovt-d. U is not uiuisunl lo find aiejs on liicse former rail 

faniiary 1.1493 
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lines whurc iiuilciial ivlaltnu lo liic raiiruad lias heen lcl\ in-piaL-o iVlosi ollen lins 
UMtcrinl lonsiSis orrailioad tics. i.iilveils, and liridjic pieis. pilings and abiilnieiits. 

I:\pi'iic;iKti has nhiiwn that wiiiioni an iigreod upon plan lur salvnî v.- .tnd i iLMii-up. ipntc 
oflcn ilii: work doi'.s nol nictit llw ox|x:cta(inns ol Wi!jDO 1'. Incal nllii ' i.ik .mil ihi; ^^wi il 
public Willi ]0)>niYls to liie proper niuihud nfeleanMip ami dispiis.il id'Lk-bn.s .nid ollici 
(iibCiu<lcd nialL'tiais 

iJkcwisc, piioi ipinlily, m luiiii tin* Wdrkniiuiship inui in Mm maicilals usdl in Kstoiotinn 
iir.sirci:ts antl roailw.iys. liiLs been L-xpcrionocii much ton oHea. 

Tliu liiiiiire to piopcrly rcinovo debris wliicli i.s uncii icll behind nn ihese torinei laii lines 
.il'lei Items uf value have huon n:niovcd conlrihutes to a poientiat I'nr cnviniiimeniai 
iliiniafjc 'Hid l^uaids to salely and the gciiur.il wuirini: of the public, l-l'lorts to havi* llic^c 
delkiciu'ic'; correcled al a inter liine often result in subilnnttal L-nsi« JKiiiy p.iShed In the 
pH ill ic sector. 

PAin'TWO- CRmCiMA. STANPAf̂ JDS AND SCItKOUMj: 

SKCl'lON I - PIJ:iU''Of-tMANCK >STANl)Af<OS FPU .SALVAGE AND 
CrjCAN-Ul' Oi'riRA'i'lONS' 

'1 lie loilowuiu siaiularcls are lo he applied to each abanduned rail line diroiijihiiul its onliru 
leni>lh unless allcrniilivc siandnnis WK ngrcoil lo in writing: hy WLSDO t' .iiui Ihe raiimad 
tor si^cino silos 

1. Al l rail,spikes, lie pintes,joint bars,anclioisandotliBrnieial track niiueiiut 
siinil b<; icinoved from the conidor. In cases of side track either nwiiCii by an indiLsIiy oi 
wlicrc (lie owiiciship oflhc liack is unclear, the iniiroad shall coniael ihe indiistiy and 
work out nn agreeable arrangeinent for the rcnioval of ail inntennls 

2. Al l lies shall be icmoveil fiom tiie coiiulor. This includes lies which luivc been 
pfcvlousty K'niovcd ifOin use iii llic track and discarded alongsulc oflhc tiack zone 

.V All (nick material (rail, tics, other track inatciials and l)alla<it) siuiil be removed 
t'loin the full width ot'eveiy road/streot/hitfluvay i ifjiil of way. 'I he roadway shall be 
restored tliiough Ihc former crossinfi zone for bucii disinnce ns neccssiiiy on Ciich 
iippi'oach (0 the crn.'isin^ zone that the restored portion of the roadway meets design 
slaiulards nppropi intc lo ihe type nf roadway being icslored. The traveled roadway 
suifacu sliidl be restored to the same standards of design, niiUCiiiil and workmnii.sliip .is 
exists un tlie :idjacent loaclway surliice, subgrade. drainage and slope. Tbir. restoiiitioii 

J.iiiiMry I. I49S 
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shall nl&o include ilie .idditioii or replacement of sideWiiik, cinh and gutter ifpioseiit on 
ilio approathing roadway. 

' I . All i.ulruad wiiiniiif, devices (Hashing lights, advance wainmg signs, L'los î-arm 
Kates. i-ro.ss-liucks, clcl shall be removed, mcludini^ pnsis. InminQ*; fniuidniions jud 
lelnted electrical c(ptipnicnt .issocialed with any warning device. 

5. iiridgcs not associated with walci 

a. Ait i.iilroad bridges ovei loadwayK shall be lemovcd, mcludmg 
liiDliiigs, fijiindaiions, backwalls, ubuimcuts. 

b. I f a roadway bridge ovo the failroiid is owned and mnmlaincd by the 
railroiid, it shall be removed as per Su unless the loiid authoiity iiaviiig jiirisdiciion lor the 
loadway agrees in willing lo jiccepl ownci.ship and maintciiRiice nl the stniclure. 

e. I f a loadway bridge over a railrond is owned by (lie railroad and 
maintained by the loadway niiihority, it siinll be removed as per 5a .it the joint expense of 
the railroad and luadway authority unless the roadway authority agices to accept 
ownciship oflhc structure. 

l l . Unless refuted by do'cumenloiy evidence (u the contrary, bridges 
urdcreil installed by a public regulatory body at railroad CYpense, but whom the 
mauitrnance ol ihc siruciiire is unclear yet ilic stmeture has iieen included hy ilic roadway 
.ludiuiiiy m its mileage calculpilons I'or iccelpi of siaie road maintenance aids, shall be 
removed at the expense of (he rond\v:iy authority unless ihe roadway authoiiiy .iLcejils in 
wriling ownership of lhc stnieiuic. 

In cases wliea* ownership is undocumculcd, acceptance of slate road mnmtcnnnec aids by 
till} roadway authority, which included the biidgc and the nppioiu.lu's tu the mileage aids 
calculations, shall be <lcfactn evidcnco oflhc roadway aullioiity*s owniTship of lhc 
sliuctuic. 

6. Al l bridges over water shall be removed (o the level of (he s(ream bed or lake 
llooi. I his removal shall include all fnnliiig.s. fnuiidatinns. hnekwfills, nbutmcnis amJ 
piers. 

7. Al l buildings and other sdiictures shall bo lemoved from thi* rnilioad propcity, 
including footings, foundntioas. rc(niiiing walls and piers. 

l l Al l telegraph or signal communications poles and wnc shall be ivmovcd from 
the corridor. Poles may be cut tkish with the ground 

J j i i iury I, I'i'JS 

38 

235195



'). All w.isie piiKlue(s mid debris from dtc -inivuge iind ciran-up dcliviiics. aiiiblf*. 
.sucli lis pici.es ol'conct'etL', asphalt, wood, wiru, glass and the liLi* shall be rfiniivcil linm 
tlicioiiidor 

10. A n.itni: control methodology shall ho devchipcd loi ilir control and dueciion 
•if vehiculai iLiHic at each roailway crossing rcstoniiion site 

11. All c.iith cuts and areas wlieie the soil has been di.stiiibeil m the a-muval ol 
bridge conipoiients .shall be covei'ed with tO|>soil and seeded with both a ipiick giuwmg 
annual, niui a pea'iininl vegetation, to picvcnl cro.sion. Dack slopes l̂uill be ciil ai -in 
angle no giealer than ?Sh:\ to picvenl erosiuii. In addition to tih: covetiiig with lO|)soii ,uid 
.seeding, ilic curly rc-cstablLsliincnt of vcgciaiion on the lu'cas denuded iiy the 
salvag(7ck':in-iip opeintioii may requiic one or more of the follnwmg nielhods to i nutrol 
sedinicniniion and erosion 

a. sdt fencing 
h. polyethylene sheeting 
c. srdinientntion basins 
d. erosion balCK iuid niuiehing 

SECnON_(l -SanCDUi.lNGTIIIj: SAI..VAGJ''. A N D CLfiAN-Ut^ 
i<:i7iroiVi\s " 

file lailinad aliaiKlonmi:iit sniv.igc •md clean-up woik may be divided into iliiec 
(Micgorics riie lust is Ihc planning mid design huiciioii 'I lie second is tho 
impi omen lilt in II activities, 'fhe third is the approval and close-out role. 

1. I lio development ofa i-ailrond abandonment salvage and elcaii-up plan, 
including the preparalion of tlic "railrofu/ abamtonintiHt sulvtif̂ e fiiul (.lemi-niJ dispniinan 

j^nit^, may begin any time .iRer tlie abandonment or scivico discontinuation nuiiioiiiy 
has been granted by a regulatory or judicial body havingjuiisdiction lor .such action. In 
ciicuinstnnces where such aulliuiity is not re(|uiied by either a regulnioiy oi judicial body, 
development of the lailroad abandonment salvage and clean-up plan may begin at the 
iequf:st oflhc iiiilroad 'ihc railroad shall provide Wisl^OT with the iiecessury evidence 
lliul inopcr iiulhuiity (•) iibaiidon (he mil line or disconiiiuie .stirvice litis bi:eii n:ccived, or 
that :!ucii authority is not required, whichcvci is appropriate. 

2. Neither the removal of improved properly (Inick and sliuciunss) nor the .sale of 
eitlici personalty ur realty inny commence until WisDOT hns declared that therc ts no 
state inlcrosi in acquiring any of (he prupeily and has issued in lecordabic foim a written 
release document of the slate's llrst lighl of ac(|ui.sition lo (lu:al)ancloneil milroad 
piopeiiy. 

fjiiujiy I. I ' m 
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WisDU 1 IS not obligated to make a detciminalion of tlic state's inteicsl in iihamioMcd 
raiiiOiid propoiiy, nor issue a release siaii^muni, unless the .dxiinluMing laihoad ui iKher 
eligible entities file .1 qiialillcil r>:i|uesi in ^viiliug for such release (.See s K^.()0|.|), Wis 
.Stats..) 

S. 'I he agreed upon salvage and clean-up plan may be altered 01 modiiied by 
mutual written agreeiiieni to handle unforeseen circiiinstances such as cxti-eme ivealher 
Londilions which could atfcct ilie iniplemeniadoti ui opeiati<in aclivitics of die 
salv.ige and i.le.iii-tip wMik 

t*Ain: 'niui<:i': - iivrpi.KiviEMTATON 

SECTION r - PLANNING AND Dl!:.STGN 

A. ilOLi^. COOftDrNATTON 

'fhree groups have a major role in Ihe salvagc/clenn-iip of an abaiidoncil railroad line, the 
raiiiond .ibandonmg llu: rail line, llic Wisconsin Deixuiincnl of'fianS|)oit:iiiun and (lie 
local road aiiihoriiies. 

Tile salvaf.e of the laii lines is usually performed by a i nd i vidua I/com |}any uiidei c»niraci 
with llic oiviiing i.iiliond. 'fliis cuiituieiui uncii siibcuiitrucis wiili others lu pcilbrm 
specific portions of the salvage and clcaii'Up work. It i.s tlic responsibility of tho railruaii 
to contract tbr and monitor its a^jenis. conlrticlors and n.ssigns, to asecilain thai tlie 
slaiidnrds of pctformariec set forth in ilicsc guidelines or as agieed to in wriling between 
the parties in (he specific snlvngc/clcnn-up plan, arc adhered to, and fiillilled 

The lolc of earh );ioiip is as follows: 

(. The milroad and i(s iigenls, contractors and assigns, shall: 

11. t\'iiiioipatc in an on-siic insiKclion of the abandoned railroad pm)ieiiy as 
arranged by WisDO'l fur tlic pui-|)Ose of developing a site s|}ceiric salvage and clean-iip 
plan, laeiiiding but not limited in, ihe .scope of work and speci float ions. 

\t. Provide inap(s) of tlic ubaiuloncd propci ly wiiicii adequately locate the 
rnilrou'l property, roadway crossings, bridges, buildings, etc., by reliM\.iice points, 
idcnliiication numbers or odicr faiiiilinr inclhods of idcntilicnlion 

c. PaiticiiKilc in liic prcpaialion of the "raitrotid ubondonmcnl uilviixe ami 
c/eati'H/j dlyM}\ilio/i form " wiih WisDOT and the local roadway authority. This foini 
wdi set forth the project method, pioccss, work scope and project timing as agreed to by 
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the vai ions panics in the salv.ige and ciean-iip uf die individual elements of the 
•lisniidoiied railio.id properly 

d. iVIoniloi the work of its agents, (.onii-ncluis and assigns (o assure all 
vvisik !>. iiccuniplishoil .iccordiniji to die siiiiidurJ.s ngrccJ to iiikl tlcliiienicd in ilie .salvage 
and clcan-up plan. 

i;. Cniieci any defect or Jeliciuney in llic woik performed by its agtuts, 
coniiactors and assigns when iiolillcd ofa iletect or defieienuy in wiiting hy either 
WisOtJl 01 Ihe local londway auiliurily, and upon completion of tlie collective ai-.iinn 
re<|tnrcd, shall acquest in writing frdin Ihc appropriate [na ly mi acknowledgmcni tlidt (he 
ciineL-tivcaction wiis satisfactorily pcrlonned 

f. Noli ly WislDOT in writing when die salvaf^e iind clenn-up project is 
cuinpletcd. 

2. 'I'ho Wksconsin Depaitnient ol Tianspo rial ion and its agents shall 

n. Upon iis own initiative oi upoa written icqiicst from a rudioad, iur.inge 
a meeting of the aftcctcd local road aiiilionties, the railroad and appropriate units of 
WisDO f sialT to conduct the on-site iaspuciion oflhc abandoned railio.i[l propcity foi 
the pui pose ol esiablisliing the project method, pioccss, woik scope, project liming and 
M\y special conditions, (ogcthcr with pieparing the "raiirtHui(ibwuloutmul salvuRH wul 
detm-uii dispusilion J'oHH ". 

l l . I f anthori'/cd in writing, represent the interests of local road nudiuritirs. 

e. Conduct progress iaspections oflhc lemovul, elean-iip and rcsiDraiiun 
woiicactivilics 

d. i'rovide writlen notice to the railroad, ils agents, eoniractoi'S and assigns 
of defcolive iuui dcflcicnt work, and shall provide timely written acknuwleclgincnt to ibu 
railroad, el nl, when tho coircelivc action lias been salisfnLtoriiy |>crfoimed. 

e. Provide wriltun notificntion to (he rnilrund, c( nl, i f ihe work iii 
acceptable upon the completion of the rBilro.id abandonment salvage and clcan-up 
project. 

f. Provide tlic railroad, el nl.. wilii written notification dclivcreri by 
certilicil mail, i f the Hnnl work for completion of tlie railroad ahaiKlonnicnl salvage and 
clean-up project is utMCCi'pttiltlc. The nonncation that die final project K unncceptnble 
shnii contain a detailed list o f all defective and delicicnl work remaining. A copy of this 
nouncQiion shall bo fonvardcd to WisDOT's Offlce of Oencrni Counsel. 
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.t. I lie local roadway aullioriiies, liieir agents and assigns, shall have sole 
jiirisiliction ii\ei niaitcis peitaining to salvage aiui uit̂ .m-iip ol nudway cniNsmgs iiiidor 
us iuiisdiction. unless such antlioriiy has been dclegalod in iMiiing (o WisDOf fhe 
local roadway .luihorilv iiiiall: 

a. DISCUSS with a WisDOT representative, prior lo Mn-.site mspoeiions of 
tile abnndiined s.ilv.igc and clcan-up operaiion, ihc speeifionlious for rosU)Riiion \wrk oi 
ivhmulai liallicconliol desired by iheioiulway uulhoiity 

h. Dcicnninc if n will delegate ils dulhorily regarding tiic restoration work 
on Ihc salv.ige ;ind riean-up operations to WLsî OT. 

e if autboiity legurding the resioration woik on tlic salvage and oleaii*up 
operations is not delegated to WisHQI'. meet with Ihc railroad, ils ageiiis, contraLtor.s ami 
assigns, and witii WisDOT at each raadwny crossing under its jiitLsdiction lo prepare iho 
piojccl luethud, process, woik scope, timing and special conditions, (ogcther with 
preparing (he "rtiiiiottd tiba/iiionntenl AuivngaiUKldaun-iiff ilixpo\ilioii/oiin " 

d. At its option, conduct progress inspeclions of ihe removal, ole.in-up and 
lestoration work. 

c. Provide wiittcn notice to llic iiulioad, it agcnis, conlmcloi.s and assigns 
ofdet'ectivc and delicicnl work, and siiaii provide timely written .iLkiiuwlalginenl lo ihc 
iniliuad. cl al, wlicii the corrective action has been saiisfaclorily peifoimed 

r. Provide wiittcn iioliflcation to tile laihotid, el nl, ifthe woik is 
aeccpiabie upon ihe cninplcdon of (he railroad atjuiidonmcnt salvage and clean-up 
project. 

g. Provide the railroad, e( al, with wriiten notilicalion df iivcred by 
ccrtilled mail, ifthe linai work for completion oflhc railroad nbandoiuiienl salvage and 
clc.iii-up project IS imeiLCtplable The nolilication that the linai project is unacceptable 
shall coiitam a detailed list of nil defective lUuI dcncient woik renialniiig. A copy of ibis 
riolillcntion should be forwardcfl to tlic local roadway milhurily's legal counsel. 

LL SALK OK iMtOPiavrV »V l^AILl^OAD 
AFTWU AllANDONIVri«;N'r 

Uefore clcan-up and removal of track can coinmciicc, railroads shall inform WisD( )T of 
any projKrty it proposes to sell to others. "No peison owning abandoned mil property, 
mchulmf* any person to whom o^v1lcrshlp reverts upon abandonment, may convey or 
dispose of any abajidoned r.'ill property willioiit liist obtaining a written release fiom tin: 
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dep.iiiiuoiit i)f iiaiispoiialion imhcating ihai liic iii.si right ol .iOi|UisaiiMi under iliis 
subsoction wil l not he e.xeroi.scd or assigned.... Aii2.ooMveyjucc iiiade ^^liioiiL'^htQiiiin^j 
such relciisc is^viiid" (s SS ()'). slats )(l:iiipliasis Added). 

A inilm.iil may only Mdl its nbandoii>.>il piopciiy .illui ruocivin^i n wiiliiin n I011.10 iducnu'ni 
ui i-ecoiKlabIc torni from WisDO'f ol the state's first ligiii nf .iciiuisilion fhe lailiiMd 
shall have the release slaicmenl iccoidcd witliiu 00 days by register of deeiis (ur each 
^•lunly in whicii liic laii pi\)peity ih located It shall lie the reS|H)iisiliilily of tlie individual 
ur entity dial .ic(|uires (lie aliaiiiloiied railrund property looonlnini wiih local, state and 
tederal lawi. ordinaiKcs, mlos and ivgulalion.s. 

Ilaihoad propcity which is not al>aiidoiied and whicli is being conveyed 10 nihcrs fur 
cofitiniiiug railroad purposes may lie conveyed without any lelcase docuiiient IVuiii 
WisDOT. 

C SAI.VAGR AND Cl.KAN-Ui* 1*LAN 
"DKVLCLOPMKNT 

I. At the i-cqiicst ofa railroad or upon its own rnitiative, WisDiVf siiali in 
accordance with Pan Tlirec - .Seclinn I (A) Kole Coordination, airange for an on-site 
insiioction of (he .ibaitdoiied laii line for the purpose of <Ie(ermininr; the scope of wurk 
and iiiaterinis and |ierlbrinance siandanis for (he work wliieii will eonstiUilc the salvage 
.uul clean-up of the abandoned mil line. 

7.. The on-site iiKSpection shall be londucted by the groups set forth in P.u I Three -
Sceiiuu I (A) I. "2, and .V 

J. i he groups identilied in Pai t Three - .Section I (A) 1,7., MHi .1 shall idciitily m 
Ihe plan the peison or persons (together with ntldrcsscs and telephone numliois) wlio will 
be the olTicial representative for the plan and any subsequent notinealions relating lo the 
same 

4. 'I he icpicscnintives of ihe rcspcciivc group .siiall on Ihe b.').sis of lhc site 
inspection develop an agiwd upon general staicmunl of woik for tlic salvage and clean-up 
plan and for siKrciflc aclivilies for inclusion in (lie "niHioael abumlonment sninifni tiiui 
cican-tip di\'iiositionJorm" which includes the rollowiiig: 

: i . Removal uf (rack materials from roadway crossings, 
I). Restoration of loadwny crossings; 
e. Rciuovid of bridges ( i f applicable), 
d. Removal of culverts (i f applicable), 
e. Removal of (rack mntcrial l*ioni rcmaindci of lailruad coiiuloi*. 
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f. Disposition of signal nntl luilroad warning di!vic<*s, 
g. R,eiiioval ofiiuildings and other stniciures; 
II. Ki.nu)Viii uf leicgiaph or signal communicalion facililu'^. 
i. Rciiuiv.il ol all other waste or debt is on the lailioad uuindor-
i. I raflie contiol metiioiloioijv dcvelopeil forronirnl ar rsn-b i-ixis^mu. 
k. lirosrun LOiitrol steps for appropriate siii;s; 
I. *l he time schedule for accoaiplishing the sdvagc and cic.ui-up npcrntion: 
III. Any specilie cnviiunineiKal challenges and consideniiions. 
n. I'iist riglil releases as appropriate. 

5. A so|iar£iie ";tiiliowi(ibaii(loiiiiienl sulvngti amivtetui-up liispniition foini" 
sliall be Lomplcted foi each roadway crossing and signcil by repiescidatives from the 
r.iilroa(i, local rondwiiy aiitliority as appropriate, and Wisl^OT WisDOT will prc|X)re the 
siibiect form foi all stale and federal highways, and if rc(picstcd, will .issis( the local 
lOadway autlioiities with the preparation oflhc subject forms foi roadwiiy ciossiug widuii 
thenp|)i'opri.iie local roadway juiisdictions. 

6.'lliemilroiHl shall provide plat(s). iiiap(5). liackcliiiii(s) or other appropiiate 
doCDinentaiion, winch iidci)uateiy locates the various components sel foitli in Part 'I hrce-
.Seciion I (C) above .Sucii dociimciiialion sliall become a p.irl of (he salvage nnd clean-up 
plan. 

SliiCnON IT • liVIPLKlWBiNTATlON 

A. l'f.,AN APPIlOVAIi. IvrODlKlCArtON 
AND NOTrfJKS 

1. Upon completion of tlic plan and the appropriate "i allt owl tiboiutoniHuiii 
saiwiRc nnd clcaii-np ditposUion forms ", together with tlie plats, maps and ulher 
docunienis iiseU to accuiatcly locale the various coinponeiils and specilie silos uii tlie 
project, WisDO'f will cxcciilc a letter of approval oflhc salvage and clcaii-up plan. (This 
lettci of approval will not cover local roadway ilcins unless the local roadway autlKjrity(s) 
has delegated its authority to WisDOT or hns notified WisDD f in willing of ils approval 
of ihusu ileitLs under lis jiinsdiciion ) WKsDOTwill dclivci a cupy nrihis appiov.il teller, 
together with a copy ol the plan, Ibnns and pinus/maps lo ilie railro:id and ihe local 
roadway aullioriiies .is appropriate. 

2. No teiTii or provision of the linai approved salvage and clcaji-up plan, mcluding 
attached documents, may be changed, waived, discharged or tenninaied orally, but 
retjuire n written ictlcr from WisDO P. Consents nnd approvids i-ciiuircil, and 
intci-iirctations oflhc plan may be made or gianted by Icttei, or hy an Axchange of letters 
tiotwcun (he paities. 
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.1. Any notice r»|uircd or pcimitlod relaimg to the approved salvage and cle.in-up 
jitaii &hall he iii.iiled hy ocilitlcd United .States Mail, return receipt ii-i|imsleit. pust.it'c 
pie)Vtid, III ihi> I3CIMIII or persons ai addressee as iiidicaii:d in tlie plan. 

D. VVOt̂ K l^liUtfQUMANCK AND l>kOGUK.8.S 
MONrTbuiNG 

1. Ihc railroad may commence the nperalional phase of die salvage and ck\iii-iip 
ul the iiluindoucd rail line upon icceipi liom WisDOT (and local loudway aiillioriiy(s) as 
appiopiiatc) of Ihe appiovcil plan. 

2. WisDO'f (and local roadway authorilyfs) as appropriate) may comluct prngress 
in&peciKiiis during (he salvage and cicaa-iip npeialuin If, .is a n'siili nf an inspei.(iou, n 
dclVct or deficiency in workmniLsliip or mniciial is discovea-d, wrilteii uuticc shall be 
given by WisDiyi (or local roadw.iy aiiiliuniy) to ihc laihoad to eoiieci ilie siluation. 

3. When the defect or dclicicncy has been remedied, the railroiul shall notify 
WisDOT (and local roadway authority i f ajiplicabic) in writing lluil tlic connective action 
has been lakcii WisDOT(or local roadway authority as apprr}priatc) sliall proinptiy 
leinspect the propcity, and ifthe corrective .ictioii is sufflcient, issue a wriiten 
ackiuiwlcilgment to the railioad (hat (he coircctivc action \viis .satisfactorily pRifoimerl. 

• I . In die ovciit that ai^reenient cannot be reached on resnhilinn nf an alli'gnl ilr*ii*i i 
or deiieicncy, a brief written report on the situation shall be e.\cliaiiged beiween WisDO I 
(and local roadway authority ns iippropriaic) and the uiiroad. If, in the judgiucni of 
WisDO'l', imniediiiie rosoiution of die disngrceincnl over the alleged <lcfect or deflcitincy 
does nol greatly or materially impact (lie remaining salvage and cicaii-up items, work 
may continue nn the salv.ige and clean-up project. I f however, in the jiulgmcnt of 
WisDOT, the disagreement over an al legend det^cl or deHciency docs .suhslanlially impact 
and materially affect (lie icmainmg salvage nnd cleaiMip project, then an imnicdialc 
remedy under law may be pursued by WisDOT (or (he local roadway auilioiityt's) as 
appro()iiate) to resolve Ihe disagreement 

C. SPECIFIC KNVmONMKN'l'AL 
CONSIUKRA'nONS 

'I he .slurl-iip, conliiiuaiion or cumplclion of the salviigc/ciean-iip opeiution may i>c 
restricted to ccilain time |}ciiods to prevent biological disntplion or damage lo various 
species, haliitat, or water and aii quality. ^Sucli lime rrsirictions shall be made a pail o f 
(lie saivagc/clcun-up pion and specifically arldiesscd in the planning and design function 
of the clcan-up plnn in .scheduling tlic salvage and cleaii-up effoKs 
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I). J)nLlGATI(JN 01? lUII.ROAD m?I..AJtVJ5 T(.) 
liVIPLKiVrKN'I'ATION Dlil.AYS """ 

t i IS die piit i l ic i ibjeeiivc that die salvage and clean-np ol .ibaiuJuned rail lines euminuiiLC 

as soon as possible al lcr (he decision oi .-luthority to abandon a lai l line h.is been 

deicmuned. 1 his pulicy is uUendcd tu minini i /c safely, [ransportatinn and eovironnu'iitni 

challenges which could aiise by delay. Nevciilieless, there may exist icasonablc (.orporaie 

rca&ons for delaying the stai i-up nnd implemcntntion o f the salvage and cloaii-up 

operations. 

A l le i notdlcation has been leceived from eitiicr regulatory or judicial authorily 

aathorizing .ibandunnieiit or discontinuance ol sci vice over a rail l ine, a raiboad shall he 

mp i l i ed locoiKinue tu properly inaintuinai i roadway tiussings lui iliosat'ety o f l i i c 

traveling public Wi t i in i 90 days niter leccivingsaid notification o f abandonmeni, i f Iho 

railroad has i io l commenced a WisDOT approved salvage and elean-up operation, tiie 

inihoatl shall erect signs at ni l public road crossings nol i fy ing Ilie public that the lai l line 

IS "niHUidoncd". 

It IS the public obicetive that the salvage and clean-up opeialioii be completed wi i lu i i 12 

months o f l h c approval o f l h c rmal plan. 

.SICCrtON lit-CLOSiCOUT 

SALVAGE ANJ) Cf.KAN-UP Pt̂ OJJOCT Cl,OSF. OUT 

1. A t the time the lai iroad detennincs that the salvage and clean-up operation on 

the entiic line is cnmplcicd (except for elements lliat may stil l be in dispuie), the laiiroad 

shall in accordance w i l i i Purl 1 hrco • Scclioii I I . (A) Notices, nol i fy WisDtT f (nnd the 

local roadway .iuilioiily(.s) as appropriate] tiiat it is requesting a l inai inspection o f tlie 

project 

2. WisDOT (and the local roadway authorily(s) as appropiiate), shall wi th in 10 

days of receipt o f l h c foregoing l l i ial inspection request. 

.1 conduct a l inai inspection o f the woik pcrfomiei l , and 

l l . provide the railroad wi th a written acceptance (or denial o f acccpiancc) 

repoi I 

Unless snow cover or Hooding makes a i i i ial inspection impossible, fati i im tu enndnct a 

final iiLSpeciinii or fai luic to.providc* written acceptance (or denial o f acceptance) within 
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the .said .10 day pei loil shall constitute acceptance and close oiil ol tlic salvage and clean 
up project 

3. r*oi ouch cloMicut denied, or for each defect or dencieiicy noted, WisDO'f (or 
hiLal lundway .iuiiioiiiy(») as .ipprnpriaic) shall desciibe in wiiiing die cDircciivc actinn 
icipiirod 01 lii i: work remaining lo be done to obtain flnai ,'iocuptance. 

' I . Raihoad shall have 30 diiys to concet llic defects and delleicneics noted by 
WisDf/r (or iocni io.'ulway aiiihority) in (he llnal inspcctiun icpurl. Railroad may rc(|i)esi 
in wiiling ntldilional time to accomplish the coircctivc action Upon nulification by 
railroad that coiicciivc uclioii has been accomplished, WLsDOT (or incal loailwiiy 
authority(s) as appropiiate) sliall reinspccl Ihe woik perfomicd. i f fuiind to tie ncccplahlc. 
prioL wiiiteii notilicalion lo railroad ns cnrlici sel forth. 

in the event (hat railroad does ooL leriucst an extension of time (o make enrrcLiive .ILIIUIIS 
and 30 days passes without iindncntion from the railroad that coirective action has been 
taken to remedy the defects and delieicncics earlier noted, Wisl^OT (oi local roadway 
authorily as appropri.itc) may pursue judicial relief to accomplish the public objective nf 
satisfjictory .salvage and clean-up oflhc al»imloiicd railroad conidor to ininimuc safety. 
trans|)orta(ion and cnvironmcniai issues 

f.iim.ifr-1, mv 12 
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^^m 

I Wisconsin Dopcirttnont of Ti-niisportniion 
ST 

(ili'iilos M. Thompson j ^ Tomnv/TTTliompson 
Gi>vernor SocrGrary 

January 1.1998 S A M P L !:•; L E T T E R 

.VIr. Kailniad Of l ic ia l , (Appropiiate f i l l c ) 

(Name o f Railroad C'ninpany) 

(Street AdJicss or PO IJox) 

(Ci ty. State and Mai l ing / l ip Code) 

Dcar(KuilioadOl'lieinl)-

Uivision of TrAiisiioitnifoti 
infi.-isliiitiliiri}Davclu|iiiiont 
Ouronii 01 ilailrcMiiii onil I larliois 
•1002 Sheboyyan Auiiniia. t!i.'}(I 
POUox7!]|a 
Mndlson, Wl S370/-7!ll'l 

1alQ|)Ilono. tOOO)2G7 m a 
l=a<:siniilc (fAX). ((108) i a t : m f 

On behalf o f (ho Wisconsiu Depoitmcnt of'I 'ranspoiiation (and local roadway aul l io i i ly i f 

applicable), wc hcieby acknowledge receipt and acccptanLc o f your salviige and ulean-up plan 

which was presented on (inseit npproprialu date) foi the lailroad line tietwccn (insCK appropriate 

(cimini poini) (f /)r/( i i^cri appropriate leimini point) in the C?ouiity(s) of( insei t the names o l the 

appropriate counties). 

A l l o f l h c standanis, conditions and mcihods incoiporateil in (he plan arc lound to be acreptable, or 

i f appropriate use the fo l lowing soiUcncc 

A l l o l the stniidiuds, condil iuns and inclhods incorporateil in your plan arc found to be .icceptabic 

cYcopt for iieni(s) (i i iscit approij i ialc SDCclfic items that ore not acceptable). ( I i isci l i ianieol 

i i idividuai) f rom this depaitnient w i l l Ise in conlaci w i ih you shoi l ly lo work out a muhial ly 

aceeplabh; solution. 

Wc look forward to wo ik ing eooperaiiveiy wi th you and your company We liojie that the cleaa-up, 

salv.ige .md loslor.ition operation w i l l be coninicnccd and completed in a l i inciy, cincient fasiiiun. 

Sinceicly, 

(Name o f appropiiate WisDOT Onic in l ) 

DTlIM 

I'c: ( l .ocnl o l l ic ia ls a.s appioprinic) 

(Appiopi i iKe DO' l 's taf t ) 

(Odtcrs as appropriate) 

l : i ic l : Approved Snlvngc/Clean-l ip Plan 

SoNhf iMitmow't liui|HUUiigii chillcn^t 

Atlachnieni Mo 1 
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I^VIhUOAD AHANDONiMKNT SALVAGK AND C!J ' ;AN UI 

I I f i j u l i lw I y 1 'rtni r*t jtfmiilwr | i f ii nf}y 

H.\I!.kl)AJ)NAiMlC__ 

( O N I . U ' l . m i ^ . " ^ - . 

I1AII.I.INK J j )BN[ | li!ii..>J.i ON: 

iVjiiid iir.MtJiii I CI mini l'uiiit&,_^ 

In 

Mile I'mh lu 

fKI.RPilOiVKMI.M»KH;f J 

F l innald l liivnlwil hi SalviiRe Oiienilliiii • fCliKk i l l Ihat i i iplyj 

lluadwjy C'r<»iiiit; 
C r i i i i i n i ! Si|:ii i i t 

'hacl t -Str r l 
V inck 'T I r i 

Hallioail 111 Itlfle over amilw.iy 
lloiiliray llmlgcovcrKHiliBaa 
n i i l ron j nrlilgc over Waler 

IteiiJiinl Wdsle aiia l lcbih 

UiiiJilIii|!i 
r«lr*AV|iti 

CiiKcil 
Oilici 

Kl EMhNI' \ . 0 C \ I ION: Describe ihe ipecUlc lomlnn ofilieelfmeiil InvoNcil. U mare lliuii OIK locallon umkr 
raiiittleinlliiii ftir llie wuik plaii, ilMCi lfa« (ach In D J ( | » I j lc ilcitilpaon. (Al l t f l i lail i l iunnUliHti ai ntiilea.) 

WODK I'LAt^l! I l i icribe arliun [ii be laden, hjr ivhgm jnJ nhtiL Indiiila »|i|iraprlale niFJiureinrnh, i u i l i nx pad 
cnain); pulnlj. D i i d iba iiiaCcrhh, iy|ic ar pioceti or worIiiiiinj|i(|i Ibr warh lu lie ilone ii l J|i|irii|iri3le. I.ltl ipceiae 
cn\lronniciiial cansiileiallaiii i f any. (Allacli ailillllBiial slicfli as necilrti) 

l>l lG. l'H(e_ ^li" 
<\ I I i c l i n i t i i l ' ^n 2 
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rniNiiNUiViiDNsiiii-'i 
lt,\ I LIlOA I) AllAiVnONAI FN I 
S.M.VAiJIkANlinKAN-Ur 

[Kl KMK.N r l.0<. A i ION' Reiei ibe Ibe aiiinnc IvrJllan nrilie rteincni inioltta If mora Ihnii one Incniloii nnilGr | 

iaii\ii lti i i|]nn Tof Che warh pi in. acicillif MCli In •» lepii-aic d«cilpllnii. (ailacli UIIIIHIIHIIII ^hecii a< HKIICII) 1 

Work I 'hn; Dcici ibfi urlinn li) he Inkcii, liy nlniiti mil whcii lii^luili: appi-fepiijle iikaiui einrnla, iil.ii l i i i j ; IIIHI fmllii i; 
pamii n r » i ihr nialcrlalj, type ol pi-dreii oi* iioihmnntlifp rnrmirh in beilooe i i appf npi Inlh I Kl spfcille 
environiiitnlal luiiUJeradoini Ifany (Alinrh Bdaillonal i l iedsni nccdcil) 

Oaie. Pafle n l riRcf 
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i :ONI IMM)ION.SI IEM 
11AII.K0AI) Al l \iN»Qi\Mk'iNr 
.S,M.V.U.KA.\n(.UA.V.|l|> 

FI.KiMKrrr I.DCA'l lOiN: Drienbe the iv t t i f l t locallnn of ibe demeiil inralvril. Ifniorc ihin one Incailuii uiiiirr 
CiiBtlilfiailan far Uic Hmltpliiit.aMCillte c-iebiii mpjr j le i le icnpl lon.(Al l i rh JIJII1II4IMI \IICCII J 1 iicciira) 

Wnrh Plan' IJetcnbe icilmi lu lie l-ihen. by wbnui iml iihcn fnrlmle apprnpilaie ineniiii-eiiiriiM, n i i i in j ; nnl raillnjj 
piilrih. Dticrihe ni ilci h i t , lypir orpinceH ur ivorhinanship Tar ui i ik to be ilgiie ^^ ap|iiaprl.i(e. U i l llMflllc 
eni-JriiurnniUl caniiilcf iilnnt, i r i i i y . (Alucli ailiHilonal ihtcl] ai neciltd) 

WOUKI'LAN 
At*PKOVi;D 

DI-PAniMENI llAILItUAU LOCAL llOAllAinilOIMrV 

NAMI-: 

Am)Hi:ss 

'IKUt'llONKNIJMIIER 

SICNAIUIIKAMU 
OAIF. 

Dale: Pj|!e_,_ nf ^PiiE« 
Aiiachiiuii i iVn.i 
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(O.Nli;niAlll)NMIKKl 
ILMUUnnAIIANUONAIkNl' 
SALVACKAiVn n.KAiV-lII' 

nAAIt^OlMN.Sn-XlOU 

ItEi'ttl-SlMNriNG 

.SITK Cr.IilAN-UP INSPKCnON ilATKS: 

Localinii Approved Rcjm^tcd l^ollow-iti) Action 

NO'n^S 

DJie; ' ' " I !" ..nf I'lijei I 

A((achnicn( iNo..)J 
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^ ^ A W l t n 

JSP""^ ;J Wisconsin Departitionl of Trjiiiflportation 
% r ^ - — l i f ToininyoT/hon'pson 

^ H J l U H V i ' ' ^ GovPinor 

LiiiiMiy 1. )')*JS 

ChniJps Tf fliuiiipsoii 
Socfdiaiy 

.SAM IM. !•; L I - T T l - K 

Mr. r^ailroad t ) | f iL ia i , (Appropriate I i l lo) 

(Nameol R<iilroad Company) 

{Sheet Ai l i l icss or P(J Box) 

(City. Slnte luid Mai l ing Xip ('ode) 

<^"%iil 
Oivlstoii 111 Trcii ibiioiLil iuii 
Inff.i&lrucliiro Oovoloiinioiii 
Durmm of nnilrbudn oiii l I IniUiiia 
•iSmSliebnyfiAii Avi>iiiiu. t^MI 
POl lo</9 l ' l 
M.l(fi50ii. Wl Sa/0/-/9M 

ToiephOiiCf (60a)2Q7>7.1.t8 
Hncsimiib |)-'AX) (IJOO) JUt-i'ilM 

Uear(Kui l roat lOl f ic i : i l ) . 

Yniir reipicst for l inai approval o f l hc sidviigu, rlean-iip and lustuiatii in wntk nn the fnaiiic o f 

•ippn^priatciailroad line) hns Iieen received 

On (dalc)(iMnie ofappropi la ic WisL')0'r OfliciHl) conducted a jo iu i final mspcclion o f l hc propcity 

with (put III gppnipriate names and Qrf4aniMtion) and found Ihai cvc iy ih ingsct lonh m ihe initial 

salvage/clenii-u|i plan has been accomplishtrd. 

or alteniativciy inscit the fol lowini i .sentence 

On (daie)tnanic o f appropriate WisDOT OlTllcial) conducted a linal nifpoctioi i o f the pio|)CMy and 

found di.it evi*r>'thiiig <;ct I'oiih in the s.ilvage/cleaii-iip plan has boon acconipiibhctl. 

01 aheinalivcly iiiseit die fol lowing sentence 

t )n (il«lc)(iMinc o f appropriate WisDO' l ' Olf ic ial) conducted a (joint) l inal inspcctuin o f llie piopeity 

with (put i l l appropiiate iiiuncs and organization) and found that everything set furth in ihe initial 

salvage/eleiui-up plan has been accomplished wi th (he exception o l the fo l lowing (put in i i i imbci) 

ilciiis whicl i need correction: 

n (iiLscrl appn3priate item) 

b. (inscit appropiiate item) 

c cic 

You have thirty (JO) days in whieh to eoiicct the defects and dunciencics noted above. Wc wi l l 

iiiS|}Cct the projjcity ns suon as you notify us that Ihe necessaiy Lonrcclion*: have, bi'on complcieJ 

.Sincerely, 

(Name u f nppropriate W I s D O l ' Of l ic iat) 

ee. (i-ocai nlTlcials .is appiuprinic) 

(Appiopi inie DO ' f siol l^ 

Others as Appmpriaie) 

Hnei: Worksheet o f Deficiencies 

nniii "lAhmf i4iiiiuiiM*i i i«ni|Mli l r t i i iA)i l i i^ i 

Atlnciuiient No A 
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f^'^y'% 

I Wififionsiit Dopartniotit of Ti-ansportntlon 
^ Yoiiiniy' i j ' ThoinpBOfi 

l/IIIll\W Govtfiiioi 

I.I I Iy I, lOOK 

diaiJosll. Vlinnipson 
SGcrciaiy 

•SAM p i . i i Li.-'nM::R 

Olvlnion of TrjiisijaiLillmi 
Infmiilnicliiro Oovolopinoni 
ltiiif>:Ki i>l naiirotilt .nid I ImlMfi 
•tl30^Sho)wyi).iiiAvoiiim. I5.SI1 
POBox?a i i 
MnillKoii. Wl bi70/-lUU 

Tclepliono: (t50U) 267-/3-I0 
Fncslmila (I AX)- (6011) ZI17 300/ 

Mr Kailrond Of l ic ia l , (App iop iu i te ' In le ) 

(Name o l Railroad t jompany) 

(.Street Adi lrcst or PO l i as ) 

(fJiiy, Slate and Mai l ing /A\i Code) 

Deal ( l lai lroad Ol l ic ia l ) : 

Your rcipicst lor final approval o f the salvage, clc:in-iip and lustoMiltoii wo ik on ilu* (ii.iiiie o l ' 

j ippioprinle lailroad line) was been loceivod by this ol l icc on (inscit d.ilc) 

t3n (datc)(namc o f appropriate WisDOT Official) conduotcii a Qoiiit) l inal inspection n f tiic pmpeity 

wi th (put in appropriate names and oiganiMl ion) and found that cveiything set forth in ihc initial 

saIvagc/clean-up plan has been accoinphshcd wi ih tiic exception u f the fol lowing (put m number) 

i lcms whicl i need coireci ion: 

n. (iiLscit appiopnate i lcm) 

b. (iiKSoK appropiiate item) 

c. etc 

You wcri!" noti l iod un (<laie) that you had thirty (30) days in whici i to c o i i i \ t tlie defects .md 

dencicncics nofcil On (dote), (pul in appiopnate n.ime) o f this odflcu renibpeetcd llic propcity and 

found ih:i i ihe defccis ami deneiencies h.id not ycl been corrected. W i l l you plcise .ulvisc me when 

you c tpcct lo have the needed corrections completed so ihal ihis project may be closed out in a 

t imely I'ashiflii. 

or i f appropriate use die fol lowii iB sentence 

You wciv iiutiriod on (dale) that you liad JO dayi in which to correct the defects and dellcicncles 

noted. On (date), fput in appropriate name) o f this ofl icc rcmspecled die propcity and found ll iai the 

defects and deficiencies st i l l remained lo be coiTcclcd 'I wo fol low-up letters wcie sent to your 

ulf tcc .uul diere has been no response. Several telephone messages were also left w i th yi>iir ofltce, 

but no messages icturncd. Wc would like lo have this inuiler resolved m a mutually cooperative and 

l i inely mttiiiiur Please eoiiiael (p in in najiie oCindividual) w i ih i i i Ihu i iexl ihree diiyn 

Since i-ely, 

(Name o f appropriate WisDOT Off ic ial) 

i r in i 

cc (Local onieinis as .ippropnatc) 

(A]iproprialc DO ' f stnff) 

Otiicrs us Appropriate) 

Unci' Worksheet o f Denciciiuics 

&i1iii^ ISi Miiair'i liiai|«4iiliM ih.l lt i icri 

Alincliiucnt No 5 

54 

235195



www.cn,ca 

Law 

Thomaa J. Healoy 
Counaal • RagulBtoiy 
17641 S. Ashland Avonuo 
HomBWMtl,IL6(M30l33a 

T-708-332-4381 
F-708-332-4361 
lomJiealoyOciUB 

June 18,^013 

National Goodellc Survey Information Services 
Simon Monroo <Slmon.Monroe®noQo.gov> 

Re: Docket: AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X) 
Proposed abandonmeni In Rice Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin 

Dear Mr. Monroe: 

Wisconsin Conlral Ltd. ("WCL") is planning lo llie a proposed abandonment with the Surfoco 
Transportation Board ("STB") lor approval to abandon approximately 0.80 miles of railroad line starting at 
MP 5G.0 and ending at MP 65.2 In Hick Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin. For your convenience, we have 
attached a map for your roference. WCL Is advising you ol tho proposed action so you may assist us In 
Identifying any polenlial effecls of the proposed action on, among oilier things, Iho following: 

1. Water quality; 
2. Designated wetlands; 
3. 100-year-old Hood plains; 
I . Endangered or threatened species; 
5. Critical habitats; 
6. Wiidlile sanctuaries or refuges; 
7. National or slate parks or forests; 
B. Coastal zono management; 
8. Soil and natural resource consen/allon; 
10. Agricultural land; 
I I . Regional and/or local use plans; and 
12. The need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of Iho Clean Water Act. 

Becauso of tho nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects. Nevertheless, wc would 
appreciate your ravlew and any comments you may wish to olfer. We would appreclalo a written 
rosponse as soon as possible so that wo may include it In the environmental report, which we will Ilia with 
the STB. Wc Intend on filing the Environmental Report In four weeks. 

Thenk you for your assistance. 

Very truly yours, 

Thomas J. Healoy 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

End. 

APPENDIX D 
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\ AtMchnicnt 2 

Summary of WisDO I Identified potential environmental effects; 

e Potential need for continued rail seivlce- new Industry: 

None Identified 

0 Need for tho railroad right of way for road, airport or othor transportotlon Improuements; 

None Identified. 

o Regional or local land uso plans; 

Per the City of Rice Lake Planning and Community Sen/lccs Director, "AlonK the proposed 

segment for abandoamcnt, there Is planned residential and commercial development on the 

east, and planned Industrial development west of the corridor and north In the Industrial Park * 

a Known hazardous material sitos; 

WDNR's v/cb based Remediation & Redevelopment Sites Map shows there arc 5 closed 

hazardous materials sites anci one open site adjacent to the subject corridor. It does not appear 

Ihat purchase of the WCL R/V/ would result In the acquisition of a source area and the 

associated site liability. There Is the possibility that contamination originating from one of these 

sites has migrated Into the WCL R/W and virauld require proper manaRcmcnt If disturbed as part 

of a project. The risk associated with the site Is low. 

o The poteatlal for trail usage (based on knowa local unit or DNR OKpresslons of Interest]; 

The WUNR Is Interested In the corridor for trail purposes. 

o Known archaeological or historlcallv significant sites; 

None Identified. 
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—Oiiginnl Message 
From: Simon Monroe rnKiilto:siiiioiimoniocfjQiioaa.cov| 
Sent: Tuesday, June 25.2013 04*34 PM 
To- Tom Mealey 
Cc. Sill face'rransporlnlion Board. Johii.l'.liin^isonfginona.iiov: Lucy Hall; Simon Monroe 
Subject: Fwd: NGS Response. STB Docket AU-303 (SUB NO. 043X) 

Thank you foi sharing your lailroad abnndonmcnt ciwitoninental icpoit for 

RICE LAKE. Baiion County, WISCONSIN. 

Approximately 00 geodetic survey marks may be located m tlic area described. 

If marks will be disturbed by the ubnndoninciit. [THR RAILROAD] shall 

consult with Ihc Nntionnl Geodetic Survey (NGS) al least 90 days prior to 

beginning salvage aclivitics that will dislurb. or destroy uny gcodciic station 

maiks are desci-ibed on the atiuchcd ilie. Additional advice is piovidcd at 

htlp://iicodcsv non» iiov/marks/railroads/ 

I--I—I-
-1 1 1 1.-|.|. 
No Stalions Found. 
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Low 

Thomas J. Hoaloy 
Counsel • Regula'jiiy 
176413 Ashland Avonua 
HomoKnDd,IL 604301339 

WWW.Cn.cn T - 70B-332*4361 
F-708-332-4361 
lom hsaleyOen.ca 

Juno 19,2013 

Mr. Gregory Hinoa, HCSD Coordinator 
National Resource Consonfalion Sen/Ico 
3071 Voyager Dfivo, Sulle E 
Green Boy, Wl 54311-6343 

Re: Docket: AB-3D3 (Sub-No. ISX) 
Proposed abandonment In Rice Lako, Barron County, Wisconsin 

Dear Mr. Hlncs: 

Wisconsin Control Ltd. ("WCL") Is planning to file a proposed obandonment with Ihe Surface 
Transportation Board ('STB") for approval to abandon approximately O.B0 miles ol rallmad Una Btarting at 
MP 5B.0 and onding at MP 55.2 In Rick Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin. For your convenlonco, we have 
attached a map lor your reference. WCL Is advising you of the proposed action so you may esslst us in 
Identifying any potential eflects of tho proposed action on, among other things, Ihe following: 

1. Water quality; 
2. Designated wetlands; 
3. 100-year-old flood plaina; 
4. Endangered or tiireataned species; 
5 Critical habitats; 
6. Wlldllfo sancluariea or rofuges; 
7. National or slate parks or f orasia; 
8. Coastal zone managomoni; 
9. Soli and natural resource consenfation, 
10. Agricultural land; 
1 1 . Regional and/or local uso plans; and 
12. Tho need for permits under Sections ^.02 or 404 of the Cleon Water Act. 

Because of the nature of the proposed acUon, wo foresee no adverse elfecls. Nevertheless, we would 
appraclale your reviav/ and any comments you may wish lo oiler. We would appreciate a wrilton 
response as soon as possible so that we may Include It in the onvlronmenlal report, which wa will file with 
Ihe STB. We intend on filing the Environmental Report In four weeks. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Very truly youre, 

Thomas J. Healay ' 
Counsol for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

End. 

APPENDIX E 
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Low 

Thomaa J. Hoaloy 
Counsol - Ragulalaiy 
17641 S. Ashland Avonua 
HofflBWDOd, IL 00430-1330 

7-708-332-4301 
P-706-332-4361 
tom.lioala)rOcn,cn 

June 19,2013 

U.8. Envlranmenlal Protection Agency 
OlIIco of Water 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W 
Washington, DC 20460 

Re: Docket: AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X) 
Proposed al»ndonment in Rice Lako, Barron Couniy, Wisconsin 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Wisconsin Conlral Ltd. ("WCL") Is planning to file a proposed abandonmeni wiih 'ho Surface 
Transportation Board ("STB") for approval to abandon approximately O.BO miles of railroad line starting at 
MP 56.0 and ending at MP 55.2 in Rick Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin. For your convenience, wo have 
attached a map lor your referenco. WCL Is advising you of Ihe proposed action so you may assist us In 
Idonlllying any potential ei lecls of the proposed action on, among other things, Ihe following: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 

Water qualily; 
Deslgnatod wetlands; 
100-year-old flood plains; 
Endangered or threatened species; 
Cntlcal habitats; 
Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges; 
Notional or slate parks or loresto; 
Coastal zone management. 
S(ril and natural resource consonfallon; 
Agricultural land; 
Rogional and/or local uso plons; and 
The need for penults under Sections 402 or 404 of tho Clean Water Act 

Because ol Ihe nature of the proposed action, wo foresee no adverse effecls. Nevertheless, wo would 
appreciate your review and any commsnts you may wish lo offer. We would appreciate a writlen 
response as soon as possible so that wo may Include it in tlie onvlronmenlal raport, which we will file wiih 
tho STB. We Intend on filing the Environmonlal Report In four weeks. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Very truly yours, 

Thomas J . Healey 
Counsel (or Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

End . 

APPENDIX F 
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I ^ ^ ' \ UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

f ^ 1 ^ ? WASHINGTON. D C. '20460 

JUL 0 9 2013 

OI-riCE Of- WAl LK 

Mi.Thomas J. Healcy 
Counsel for Wisconsiii Central Lid. 
17641 S. Ashland Avenue 
Homewood. Illinois 60430 

Dcai Mr. I-Icniey: 

Thank you for your letter of June 19,2013, lo Ihc U.S. Knvironmcntnl Fiolection Agency (iiPA) 
legaKling Wisconsin Central Ltd Proposed Abandonment in Barron Couniy. Wisconsin. 

Wo have referred your Idler lo Mr. Kenneth Westlake of our Region 5 ofrtcc in Chicago, TL. The EPA 
Region 5 has responsibility for actions in the Slate of Wisconsin. Mr. Wcsllakc'.«i office will respond lo 
your Idler. You cnn contact Mi. Westlnkc at 312-886-2910 or nl wesllake.kciuicthf?aei3iLgoy. 

Sincd'cly, 

Oavid Uvans, 
Dilator, Wetlands Division 

In'ornei AddicBb(URI.) • htip'/Aivwv/opB gov 
RBCyclod/Roeycliibla • l*iinled v.- Ih VegalBUa Oil Based Inks on 100% Poitconiumer. Process Ctiroiina Fieo Recycled Pnpor 
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Low 

Thomas J. Healoy 
Counsol - Rflgulaloiy 
17041 8. Ashland Avonue 
)-laniBWOOd,IL 60130-1339 

T-708-332 4081 
F-70B-33Z-4301 
lom.lioDlBjrOcnxa 

June 10,2013 

Mr. Kenneth A. Westlake 
Chlof, NEPA ImplsmRntation Socllon 
USEPARog lon5 
77 West Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Re: Docket: AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X) 
Proposed abandonment In Rtes Lako, Barron Couniy, Wisconsin 

Dear Mr. Westlake: 

Wisconsin Central Ltd. CWCL") Is planning to Illo a proposed abandonmonl with Ihe Surface 
Transportation Board ("STB") for approval to abandon approxlmaloly 0.60 miles of railroad line slartlng at 
MP S6.0 and ending at MP 55.2 In Rick Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin. For your convenience, wo have 
atlached a map for your reference. WCL Is advising you of tho proposed action so you may assist us In 
Identifying any potonllal effecls of the proposod action on, among other things, tho following: 

1 . Water quality: 
2. Designated wetlands; 
3. lOD-year-old llood plains; 
4. Endangered or threatened apedes; 
5. Critical habitats; 
0. WildHfo sancluarlos or refuges; 
7. National or state parks or forests; 
B. Coastal zone management; 
9. Soil and natural rosource consen/allon; 
10. Agricultural land; 
11. Regional and/or local use plans; and 
12. The need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of Ihe Cloan Water Act. 

Because of the nature of tho proposed action, we foresoe no adverse effects. Nevertheless, wo would 
appreciate your reviow and any commonis you may wish to ofior. We would appreclete a wnlten 
response as soon as possible eo that wo may Include II In the environmental report, whteh we will file with 
the STB. We Intend on filing Ihe Environmental Report in four weeks. 

Tliank you for your assistance. 

VerylLUiyyqi 

J . Healey 
m 

Thomas J . Healey 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

End. 
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Law 

Thomas J. Hoaloy 
Coumal - RoDJlaloiy 
17611 8. Astilnnd AvenuD 
HomawDad, IL 00430-1339 

wwwx:n en T - 70B 332-4381 
F-708-332 4301 
torn hoDlayOcnxa 

June 19,2013 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
DNR Northoasl Region HDQRS 
2984 Shawano Ave. 
Groen Bay, Wl 543313-6727 

Re: Docket: AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X) 
Proposed abandonmeni In Rico Lako, Ban-on County, Wisconsin 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Wisconsin Central Ltd. CWCL") Is planning to file a proposed abandonment with the Surface 
Transportation Board ("STB") tor approval to abandon approximately 0 80 milns of railroad line starting at 
MP 56.0 and ending al MP 55.2 In Rick Lake, Barron Couniy, Wisconsin. For your convonlenco, we have 
attached a map (or your reference. WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us In 
Idonlllying any potential effecls of tho proposed action on, among other things, the following: 

1. Water quality; 
2. Designated wetlands; 
3. 100-ycar-o!d flood plams; 
4. Endangered orlhreatened speclos; 
5. Critical habitats; 
6. Wildllfe sancluariea or refuges; 
7. National or state parks or forests; 
8. Coastal zone management; 
0. Soli and natural resource conservation; 
10. Agricultural land; 
11. Regional andfor local uso plans: and 
12. Tho need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 ol the Clean Walor Act. 

Because ol tho nature ol the proposed action, we loresee no advorso offecla. Nevertheless, we would 
appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to olfor. Vi/e v/ould appreciate a written 
response ee soon as possible so Ihat we may include it In the environmental report, whteh vro will file with 
tho STB. We Intend on filing Ihe Environmental Repoil In four weeks. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Very truly yours. 

as J . Healey ' Thomas J . Healey 
Counsel for Wisconsin Cenlrol Ltd. 

End. 
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state of Wisconsin 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
810 W.MapIs Street 
SpooncrWI 64801 

Scott Walkor, Governor 
Cathy Stopp, Secretary 

Telephone 608-2G6-2G21 
Toll Free 1-888-936-7403 

TTY Access vie relay - 711 

July 15.2013 

Tliomns J. Kcalcy - Counsel - Rcgulntoiy 
17641 S. Ashaiid Avenue 
Homewood, M. 60430-1339 

Subject: Docket: AR 303-(Sub-No.43X) - Milcposl SS.2 to 56 0. 
rroposcd Abandonment in Kico l^kc, Bniron County, WJ 

]!>cnrMr. Ilcnioy: 

Wc have completed our icvicw on your request to idenliry polentiul ciivironmcnlnl cfTccts Toi tho above 
icfcroiiccd project. 

Water (juality • 'J'hc rail prt)i)Brty proposed foi abandonmeiit passes tlirauijli oi is adjacent lo areas where soil 
coiilnmiiiation lias been found. I'lom the inroimation received for tills review it is impossiblo to definitively 
dcscribo the areas whcro the coniamhiation is known lo exist. 

Dcsignnlcd welhinds - An initial review of Wisconsin wetland inventory maps did nol indicate that any wetlands 
are located within the ohniidonmcnt portion of the proposal The ninps are only a sci-eening tool - n n aclual field 
survey of llic line mny nnd wetland to be picsent 

iOO ycnr flooilpliiiiis - N o poition of this proposed al)andoniiient is within a 100 year floodplain. 

Endnngeitid and Threatened Species - Our i-cview of regional Hies does not indicate tlio presence of any State 
of Wisconsin IZndangercd or Threatened Species within the project limits. Tliis revie^v is foi Shite of Wisconsin 
species not Federal listings. 

Criliciil llnbitnts - No ciiliufil habilnl areas are known to exist in tho immediate vicinity of the proposed 
abandonnieiit 

Wildlife Sanctuaries or Kcfugcs - Foi information on Federal facilities please contact appropriate fcdcial 
agencies. No State facilities are located in close pioximiLy to the abaiidomnent proposal. 

Nnlionul or Stutc Pnrlui or Forests - No State Parks or Forests would be directly affecled by this proposal. For 
iiifomiiition on federal parks of forests you should contact the appropriate federal agencies. 

Coastal Zone Mnnagcinciil - This project is not within the Coo&lul Zone 

Soil nnd Natural Uesoiiivc Conscrvntien - The NRCS would be the appropriate contact for this infoimation. 

dnr wl.gDV 
Wisconsin gov NalurallyWlSCONSm 
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LiiW 

ThomoDj HOBIBV 
Counsol • RogulBlary 
17641 S.Astilend Avenue 
Homowood, IL 80430 1330 

T • 70B 332-43B1 
F-708 332-4361 
lom hoaloyOcnxu 

June 19,2013 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Sennce 
2600 Leke Shore Drive East Suite B 
Ashland, Wl 54606-2427 

Re. Docket: AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X) 
Proposod abandonmeni In Rice Lako, Barron County, Wisconsin 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Wisconsin Conlral Ltd. CWCL") is planning lo file a proposed abandonment v/illi Ihe Surface 
Transportation BoanJ ("STB") for approval to abandon approximately 0.80 miles of railroad line starting at 
MP 56.0 and ending a l MP 55 2 In Rick Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin. For your convenience, wo have 
attached a mop for your roference. WCL Is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in 
Identllylng any potential ef lecls ol the proposed action on, among olher things, tho following: 

1. Water quality; 
2. Designated wetlands; 
3. 100-year-old flood plains; 
4. Endangered or threatened species; 
5. Crilloal habitats; 
6. Wlldllle sanctuaries or refuges; 
7. National or stale parks or (oresis; 
8. Coastal zona managomoni; 
9. Soil and natural resource consenallon; 
10. Agricultural land; 
11. Regional and/or local use plans; and 
12. Tho need for permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act. 

Because ol the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse elfects. Nevertheless, we would 
appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to olfor. We would appreclalo a written 
rosponse as soon as possible so that we may Include 11 In the onvlronmental raport, which wo will Illo with 
Iho STB. We Intend on filing tho Environmental Report In four weeks. 

Thank you for your assisiance 

Very tnily yours, 

las J . Healey' Thomas J . Healey' 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

End. 
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UBW 

Thonias J, Hoaloy 
Counsel - Rogulaloiy 
17641 a. ABliiand Avenuo 
MomoWOOll, 1100430-1330 

T-708-332-4381 
F-70D-332-43B1 
lom.hoaloyOcn.ca 

Juno 19, 2013 

National Park Son4ce 
Department of Interior 
1849CSt| ise l .N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Re* Docket: AB-303 [Sub-No. 43X) 
Proposed abandonment In Rice Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin 

Dear Sir or Madam; 

Wisconsin Cenlral Ltd. ("WCL") Is planning lo fllo a proposed abandonment wllh Iho Surface 
Transportatton Board ('STB*^ for opproval to abandon approximately 0.80 miles of railroad lino starting at 
MP 56.0 and onding a l MP 55.2 In RIck'Lako, Barron County. Wisconsin. For your convenience, we have 
aliached a map lor your reference. W C L Is advising you ol the proposed action eo you may assist us In 
Identifying any potential effecls o l the proposed action on, among other Ihlngs, ihe folbwing: 

1. Water quality; 
2. Designated wetlands; 
3. 100-year-old lloori plains; 
4. Endangered or Ihroatoncd species; 
5. Critical habllals; 
6. Wildlife sanctuanes or roluges; 
7. National or slate parks or forests; 
8. Coastal zone management; 
9. Soil and natural rosource conservation; 
10. Agricultural land: 
1 1 . Rogional and/or local use plans; and 
12. The need for permits under Secllons 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act. 

Because of Ihe nature of tha proposed action, we foresoe no adverse effects. Nevertheless, we would 
appreciate your review and any commonis you may wish to offer. We would appraclale a wrilton 
response as soon as possible so thsl we may Includo It In ihe environmental report, wlilch wa will llie with 
the STB. W e Intend on filing Ihe Envlronmenlal Report In four weeks 

Thank you for your assisiance. 

Very Ifuly yours, 

Thomas J . Healoy 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

End . 

AlTENDTXl 
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Low 

Thomas J . Haaloy 
Counsel - Hogulatoiy 
176413 Ash-'and Avonuo 
Homsvi-ood. IL 60430 1330 

WWW.cn en T - 706-332 4361 
F-708 332-4361 
torn haaloyOcnfa 

Juno ID, 2013 

U S Army Corp ol Engineers 
St. Paul Dlstrtel (CEMVPA-PA) 
180 Fillh Street East 
SI. Paul,MNS510M638 

Re- Docket: AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X) 
Proposod abandonmeni In Rico Lake, Barron County. Wisconsin 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Wisconsin Central Lid. ("WCL") Is planning to file a proposed abandonmant wilh the Surface 
Transportation Board ("STB") for approval to abandon approximately 0.80 miles of railroad Una starting at 
MP 58.0 and ending at MP 55.2 In Rick Lako, Barran County. Wisconsin. For your convenience, wo have 
attached a map for your roference. WCL Is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us In 
Identifying any potential effecls ol tho proposed action on, among olhor things, the foltowlng: 

1. Water qualily; 
2. Designated v/ellands; 
3. 100-year-old llood plains; 
4. Endar^erad or Ihroatensd species; 
5. Cnilcsl habllals; 
6. Wlldllfo sancluarfos or rofugos; 
7. National or slate parks or forests; 
8. Coastal zone management; 
9. Soil and natural resource conservation; 
10. Agricultural land; 
11. Regional and/or local use plans; and 

. 12. Tho need for pemiits under Sections 402 or 404 of tho Clean Waler Act. 

Because ol the nature of the proposed action, wo forosee no adverse elfects. Nevertheless, we would 
appreciate your reviev^ and any commenis you may wish lo offor. We would appreclalo a written 
response as soon as possible so that wn may Includo it In the envlronmenlal report, whteh wo will file with 
the STB. We Intend on filing Ihe Envlronmontal Report In four weeks. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Very truly yours. 

Thomas J. Healoy 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Lid. 

End. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
ST. PAUL DISTRICT, CORPS OP ENGINEERS 

ISO FIFTH STREET EAST, SUITE 700 
ST. PAUL MN 65101-1678 

July 09,2013 
REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OP 

Progiams and Project Mnnngemcnt Division 
Project MAiiagenicnL Branch (PM<-13) 

SUBJECT: JJockel: AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X) 
Pro])OScd ubandonniciit in Kicc Lako, Oaimn Couniy, Wisconsin 

Mr. Thomas J. ITcalcy 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 
17641 South Ashlund Avenuo 
Hoinowood, Illinois 60430-1339 

DcarMr. Ilcaley: 

Wc arc replying to your Juno 19,2013, Ictlcr rcgording Ihc pi-o|)osed abandonment of 
approximately 0.80 miles of raiiioad line starting at MP 56.0 oiid ending al MP SS.2 in Rice 
Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin. 

The potential abandonment of railroad lino as outlined in your letter will not afTccl any 
existing Corps of Bngincci^s Civil Woiks projects. We do not anticipate fulure inijiacls to any 
Corps of 12nguiecrs Civil Works projects by the St. Paul l^islrict. 

The proposc<I project is located within the Sainl Paul Dislrtct*s Regulatory jurisdiction. 
You .should coordinate with Mr. Daniel Sccm'on of the Sainl Paul Kcguliitoiy Ofifice coiiecming 
peiniit rcquircnicnts. t ie can be reached at (651) 290-5380 or by mail at St. Paul District, Corps 
of [Engineers, AT1*N: CBMVP-OP-R/D»n Sccinon, 180 Sth Street East, Saiut I'aul, Minnesota 
55 [0M678. A copy of your letter has b^en forwarded to Mr. Sccmon. 

Please note that this letter does not climiiinte tho need for State, local, or olher 
aiithoiiiuitions, such as those oflhc Wisconsin Depaitnient of Natural Resources. 

Siiiceroly, 

H d i - X — . 

/phMose 
Chief, Project Management Sranch (PM-B) 
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Copy furnished: 
CRMVP-OP-H/Dan Sceinon 

EdstromPM-uJ^KT 
Mose, J. PM-B A M £ 

File name; BarronCly_RailAbandonnicnl_09JULYI3.docx 
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• 

ForSIIPOUfDOnlv. Cniefl 

UKQUEST FOR SHPO COMMENT AND CONSULTATION ON A FEDERAL UNOERTAKlNCr 

Submit one copy with each undertaking fui whicli our comment Is requested. Please print or type. 
Relurn lo: 

Wisconsin Historical Socicly, Division of Historic Preservation, Office of Preservation Planning, 816 Stale 
Strecl, Madison, Wl .S3706 

L 

X 
D 
D 
a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

c. 

f. 

E 

h. 

i. 

j -

k. 

Please Chuck All Boxes and Include All of the Follnwino Informntlon. as Annlfcnblc. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

This is a new submittal. 
This Is sunnlcmcntal Information rclatlna to Case fl: . nnd tillc: 
This pndcct Is being uiiderlnkcn pursuant to the terms and conditions oFu pragrammntlc or 
other interiigcncy agi cement. The title oflhc agreement Is 
Federal Auencv Jurisdiction (AKcncv nrovidina funds, assistance, license, oermit): Surface 
Transnnrlaffon Board. 395 £ Street. SW. Washinalun. DC 20423. 

Federal Aaencv Contact Person: Cvnlhla Brown. Chief Section of Administration. 
Phone: 202-245-0245 

Prelect Contact Person: Themns Ilealev: Phone: 708-332-4381 

Return Address: WIsconsjp Central Ltd.. c/o CN. 17641S. Ashlund Ave. Homewood, Illlno|.<; 
60430, 

Email Afldiess: lom.1ienlcvOcn.cn 

Proicct Name: Wisconsin Conlral. Ltd. Pronoscd Abandonment In Rice Lake. Barron CountVi 
Wl. AU-303 rSub-No.43X). 

Proicct Street Address: N/A < Rail Line Abandonment - Rice Luke. Barron County. Wisconsin. 

Countv: Bnrron City: RICG l/nkc. Zip Code: 54868 

Project Location: Township .. _ . Rnngc . , ,. E/W (circle one). Seciion . Ouuiler 
Sections 

Proiect Narrative Dcscriution — Wisconsin Centrul. Ltd. ("WCL") olnns to flic n Notice of 
ExcniDtlon for an nbnndonnicnt with the STB for annrovnl to nbnndoii 0.80 miles of rnilrond 
Ihic storthm nt mllcDo.st 56.0 nnd cndlne at mllcnost 55.2. After the STB's final dccLsIon, 
WCL Intends to .salvoec rail, tics and track mnteriuls ftoin the line. 

Area of Potential Effect (APE). Attach Copy of U.S.G.S. 7.5 Minute Topogmphic Quadrangle 
showlna APE -See Atiuchcd Exlilblt A 

APPENDIX K 

77 

235195

http://lom.1ienlcvOcn.cn


I!. IDENTIFICATION OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

D Historic Properties are located within the project APE per 36 CFR 800.4. Attach suppoiting 
materials. 

X Historic Properties are not located within tlie project APE per 36 CFR 800.4. Attach supporting 
materials. 
Therc arc no buildings, structures, or bridnea lonitcd along thl.s norlinn of the rail line. 
Therfforo. no historic nronertlcs will he affecled wllh this abandonment. 

UL FINDINGS 

X No historic properties will be affecled (i.e., none is present or there arc historic propertiej; pnisent 
but Ihc project will htive no effect upon ihein). Attach necessary documentation, as described at 36 
CFR 800.11. 

Q The proposed undertaking will have ao adverse effect on one or more historic properties located 
within the project APK under 36 CFR 800.5. Attach necessary docuinentatlon, as described at 36 
CFR 800.11. 

O The proposed undertaking will rc.<!ult in an adverse effect to one or more historic properties and die 
opplicant, or other federally authorized represeniative, will consult with theSHPO and other 
consulting panics to resolve the adverse effect per 36 CFR 800.6. Attach supporting 
documentation ns described al 36 CFR^OO. 11 with a proposed plan to resolve adverse erfcct(s). 

Authorized Signature: ^ c ^ H ty '•^*-1>6^ Dn(e: 

'fype or print name: Tom Ilealev 

IV. STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE COMMENTS 

Q Agree with the finding in section III above. 
Q Object to the finding forFcosons indicated in attached letter. 
D Cannot review until informaiion is sent as follows: 

Autliori7xd Signature: Date: 
HP-05-07 (8/15/03) 
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RECEIVED 

JUN212013 
IL IDENTIFICATION OF HISIXIRIC PROPERTIES j j j y H I S T P R E S 

n Historic Propcnlcs are located wlihin the project APK per 36 CFR 8Q0>t Attacli supporting 
materials. 

X Historic Properties arc not located within the project APE per 36 CFR 800.4. Attach supporting 
materials. 
There ni-c no bulldlnus. stniciures. or bridges located nlong this norllon of the rail line. 
Therefore, nn historic nropcrtles \yill he affected wllh Ihis nbandonmeiit. 

IH. FINDINGS 

X No historic properties will bo affected (i.o.i none is present or tlierc are historic properties present 
but the project will have no effect upon them). Attach necessary documentation, ns described at 36 
CFR 800.11. 

Q The proposed undertaking will have no adverse effect on one or more historic properties located 
within the project APE under 36 CFR 800.5. Attach necessary documentation, as described at 36 
CFR 800 11. 

Q The proposed undertaking will result in an adverso effect to one or more historic properties and the 
applicant, or other federally authorized reprcsentniive, will consult with llic SHPO and other 
consulting parties to Fcsolve the adverse effect per 36 CFR 800.6. Attach supporting 
documentation as described at 36 CPR^OO.l 1 with a proposed plan to resolve adverse effcctCs). 

Authorized Signature: ^ ^ ^ ^ IH '^^"^^^ Date: 

Type or prim name: Oimilfialfiy /5'i>5*?7y^Al /g^ 3 / J . 

IV. STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE COMMENTS 

IB Agree with the finding in section fll above 
Zl Object to the finding for reasons indicated in attached letter. 
ZI Cannot review until Infonnatifmjs sent as follows: 

Authorized SiEnature:<aJ)(jt>Mwx^ f^^pA/it/j ^ Date. ^ / ' 2 ^ / l J 
^ ^ ' ' Hl^05.07 (8/15/03) ^ ' 
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Docket No. A13-303 (Sub-No. 43X) 

WISCONSIN CENTRAL f̂ TD. PliTITlON FOR EXEMPTION FOR 
ABANDONMENT IN BARRON 
COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

To: Cynlhia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Adminisiratioii 
OfTicc of Proceedings 
Surface Transportalion Board 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Wnshiiiglon, D.C. 20024 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE WITH 49 C.F.R. PART 1105 

I hereby certify that on October 22, 2013, copies of the Environmental Report and 
Historic Report for the abovc-captioned proceeding were served on llic agencies listed at 49 
C.F.R. § 1105.7(b), all agencies consulted in preparing Ihe reports, and on the Wisconsin 
1-Iisloiical Socicly A service list and copy oflhc letter senl to ull such agencies is altaebed and 
incorporated into this ccrlificale as Allachincnl A. The reports have been sent within the lime 
period specified, as Wisconsin Central Md is filing its Petition for Exemption more than 20 days 
uller il served its Environmental Report and Historic Reporl All appropriate agencies as listed 
in 49 C.F R. § 1105.7(c) have been consulted well in advance of preparing the Environmental 
Reporl 

1 also certify Ihat a newspaper notice was published on August 21, 2013 in The Rice Lake 
Chronoiype, a. newspaper of general circulation in Barron Couniy, Wisconsin. The notices 
alerted the public lo the pioposed abandonment, lo possible reuse allemulives, and lo procedures 
for participating in the STB proceeding A copy of the text of the notice is attached to this 
ccrlificale as Attachment B. 

Dated this 13thday of December, 2013. 

_ ^ t 3 t v U T^aO^\A\ 
Audrey Tir Brodriek 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

APPENDIX L 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Docket AI3 303 (Sub No. 43X)—Wisconsin Cenlral Ltd. 
Abandonment Exemption in Qarron County, Wisconsin 

ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORIC REPORT SERVICE LIST 

Mr. Jumcs Miller 
Barron Couniy Board Chairperson 
638 Nunn Avenue 
Rice Lake, Wisconsin 54868 

Mr. Steve l-lnrrington. Mayor 
City Hall 
30 East Eau Claire Street 
Rice Lake, Wl 54868 

Wisconsin Depaitnient of Transportation 
Hill Farms State Transportation Building 
4802 Sheboygan Avenuo 
PO Box 7910 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7910 

Via E-mail and US. Mail to 
Simon.Monioe@noaa gov 
NGS InfocenieifHinoan gov 

National Geodetic Survey 
Geodetic Survey Division 
1315 EasL-Wesl Highway 
Silver Springs, Maryland 20910-3282 
Attention: Simon Monroe 

Mr. Gregory Hincs, RC&D Coordinator 
National Resource Conservation Service 
3071 Voyogcr Drive, Suite E 
Green Bay. Wl 54311-8343 

USDA, NRCS, Onice of the Chief 
1400 Independence Ave, SW, Room 5105-A 
Washington, DC 20250 

U S Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Water 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Mr David M. Kennedy, Director 
Onice of Ocean and Coastal Resource Managcincnt 
NOAA Ocean Service 
1305 ISast-West Higliway 
Silver Springs, Mainland 20910 
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U.S Fish & Wildlife Seivicc 
2800 Lake Shore Drive East Suite B 
Ashland, Wl 54806-2427 

Wisconsin Dcpuriment of Natural Resources 
DNR Northeast Region HDQRS 
2984 Shawano Ave. 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 54313-6727 

Wisconsin Department of Naim-al Resources 
P.O. Box 7921 
Madison, Wl 53707 

Regional Environmental Coordiiiutor 
National Park Service, Midwest Region 
601 Rivei front Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102 

Mr Kenneth A. Westlake 
Chief, EPA Implemcntulioii Section 
US EPA Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60604 

U S Anny Corp of Engineers 
St. Paul District (CEMVP-PA) 
190 Fifth Street East 
St. Paul, MN 55101-1638 

Wisconsin Coastal Management Program 
P 0 . Box 8944 
101 East Wilson Street 
Madison, Wl 53708-8944 

Via E-mail fKalhleen.aimelf51wis.gov) 
and U.S. Mail 
Coastal Zone Manngement 
Wisconsin Depailinent ol Administration 
101 East Wilson Slreel 
Madison, Wl 53707 
Attention: Kathleen Angel 

Mr Sherman Banker 
Wisconsin Historical Society 
Division of I listoric Pixisei'vation and Public I lislory 
816 Slate Street 
Madison, Wl 53706 

Wisconsin Department of IGA Relations 
P O Box7868 
101 East Wilson Street, 6*̂  Floor 
Madison, Wl 53707-7868 

84 

235195

http://fKalhleen.aimelf51wis.gov


FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ArroRNriYS AT LAW 

29 North Wacker Drivi: Phonci (31Z] 252-1500 
Suite 920 Fax: (312) 252-2400 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 www fletcher-slppcl.cotn 

AUOaRY L. IlRODRICK 
(312)252.1518 
Bbro(lclck0fletelieMlppel.coin Oclober 22, 2013 

Via E-mail fKalhlcen.angcKSlwis.Eovl 
and U.S. Mail 

Coastal Zone Management 
Wisconsin Depailment of Administration 
101 East Wilson Slreel 
Madison, Wl 53707 
Attention- Kathleen Angel 

Re- Docket Nu. AB-303 (Suh-No. 43X) 
Wisconsin Ccntriil Ltd, - Abandonment 
Petition for Exemntion -- B;irruii County, Wisconsin 

Dear Ms. Angel: 

On or aUer November 11, 2013, Wisconsin Cenlral Ltd. ("WCL") expects to file 
with ihc Surface Transpoi lotion Board a petition for exemption for the abandonment of WCT/s 
luilroad line extending from MP 56.0 and ending al MP 55.2 in Rice Luke, Barron Couniy, 
Wisconsin, a distance of approximately 0.80 miles. Your review of and commenis on this 
project were previously requested by letter dated on or around June 19,2013. 

Ill accordance wilh 49 C.F R. §§ 1105.7(b) and 1105.11, we are providing for 
your infoimation the enclosed Environmcntal/IIistoric Repoil which will accompany the petition 
for exemption and which describes the proposed action and any expected enviionmcntal or 
historic effects. The Reporl also includes a map oflhc afrcclcd area. 

Wc are providing this leport so thai you may review the infoimation that will 
foim the basis for the Board's independent enviromnental analysis of tills proceeding. If any of 
the informaiion is misleading or inconeel, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or 
if you have any questions about the Board's environinentui review process, please contact the 
onice of Environmental Analysis at the following address: 

Surface Transporlation Bonid 
Office of Environmental Analysis 
395 B Street, S W., Room 1106 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
(202)245-0295 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 

Coastal Zone Management 
Wisconsin Deparlmenl of Adintnish-alion 
October 22,2013 
Page 2 

Your commenis should rcfeience Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X) and, if 
writlen, should include a copy to the undcisigned. Because the applicable statutes and 
regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your wriiten commenis lo the 
Office of Enviromnental Analysis would be appreciated within thiee weeks. 

Your eommenls will be considered by the Board in evaluating the unvii-onmental 
and historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there ore any questions 
concerning this proposal, you should feel free lo contact me directly at 312-252-1518. Thank 
you for your assisiance on this matter. Kind reguids. 

Very tnily youra. 

Audrey L. Brodriek 
Attorney for Wisconsin Cential Ltd. 

ALB:dg 
Enclosure 
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ATTACHMENTB 

NOTICE 

Wisconsin Central Ltd gives notice that on or aller September 13,2013 it intends to file whli the Surface 
Transportalion Boaid, Washington, DC 20423, a petition for exemption undei 49 U.S.C. 10502 from the 
prior approval requirements of 49 U S.C. 10903, el seq.. pciniiltiiig the abandonment of a 0.80 mile line 
of railroad between lailrond miluposl 56.0 nnd railroad milepost 55 2 which traverses Uirougli United 
States Postal Service ZIP Codes 54868 in Rice Lake, Barron County, Wl. The proceeding will be 
docketed as No AB 303 (Sub-No 43X). 

'Hic Board's Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) will generally prepare an Environmental 
Assessment (EA), which will normally be available 60 days afier the filing of the petition for exemption. 
Comments on environmental and energy matters should be filed no hitei than 30 days after Ihc EA 
becomes available to the public and will be addressed in a Board decision. Interested persons may obtain 
a copy of the liA or make inquiries regarding environmental matters by writing to OEA, Surface 
•IVansporlation Board, Washington, DC 20423 or by calling SEA at 202-245-0295. 

Appropriate olTcrs of financial assistance to continue rail service can be filed widi the Board. Requests for 
environmental conditions, public use condilions, or rail banking/lmils usu also can be filed with the 
Board. An original and 10 copies of any pleading that raises mailers other than environmental Lssues 
(such as bails use, public use, and oficrs of financial assisiance) must be filed directly with the Board's 
Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings, 395 E Street, SW., Washington. DC 20423-0001 [See 
49 CFR 1104 1(a) and 1104.3(a) J. and one copy must be served on applicant's represeniative [Sec 49 
CFR 1104 12(a) J. Questions regarding offers of financial assistance, public use or trails use may be 
dirccicd to the Board's Office of Public Assisiance, Governmental Affairs, and Compliance at 202-245-
0238. Copies of any commenis or requests for conditions should be sei-vcd on liie applicant's 
representative: Fletcher & Sippel LLC, Attention: Audrey L. Brodriek, 29 N Wacker Dr. Suite 920, 
Chicago, IL 60606. 
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Affidavit Of Publication 
STATE OF WISCONSIN 

BARRON COUNIY ss 

^fllAMBS F DORH/>Ng Hing flret duly sworn 

Bays* Tiiat ho Is the foreman of tlia pdnlor of the 

Rico Lnko Chronotypo, whicli Is a weekly 

newspaper or a Gonorel circulation, prlnlod and 

published in tho clly of Rice Lako, In soM couniy 

and steio, that a no'ilca of which tho annexed Is 

a printed copy taken from said paper, was printed 

and published In Ihe fLiI regular edlilon orco In each 

week for 1 succoaslve weeks 

commonclno and iho first such pubRcailon l»lng on the 

21st day of August AD 

and endmg the last publication being on the 

21st day of August AD 

being | 1 ( '/ pub'lIeatlQn(s) 

2013 

2013 

eA^cX-^ 
Subscribed and swom lo before mo this 

: 2 ^ clayof • J i u 
ROBERTVDOIWWE 

RotaiynibfcBHTon Counlji VftL 

^ 
AD 2013 

Barron County, Wl 

FEES; 

Siondaid Lines 

# C o l u m n s 1 

74 first Insertkin @ 0.4768 - S 35 28 

Tabular Unes 

, Insertions @ 0 3746 = $ 

_p , first Insertion Q 0.4768 =* $ 

_0 , Insertions Q 0 3746 » S 

Affidavit Foo '. . . " S 1.00 

Postago/Hnndltiig Foo _ " $ 2 00 

Total = S 38 28 
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