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August 19, 2003

AB-33 (Sa_é«/\é,;zasx)

To the Secretary

Our office manages the East Downtown Management District, City of Houston
Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone #15. My job is to clean up the district area,
which is bounded by Chartres, Cullen and Commerce streets following the
Union Pacific railroad tracks down to Cullen and the Gulf Freeway feeder
street (boundary map enclosed).

I read in the Houston Chronicle newspaper dated August 14, 2003 Union
Pacific’s intent to abandon 0.9 miles of tracks starting at the intersection of
Walker and Palmer streets proceeding south to near Leeland Street. This
section of tracks lies within the boundaries of the East Downtown Management
D1stnct

In the past, I have tried to persuade Union Pacific to cut the waist-high weeds
and grass along another section of UP abandoned tracks along Velasco Street
starting in the 1600 block and proceeding south to the Gulf Freeway feeder
street. In three years of trying by contacting various UP offices including an
office for local track maintenance and a contact I found at
ALEXTICE@UP.COM, I have had no luck in achieving even a most basic
cleanup of the tracks.

I feel that your newest abandonment will create yet another eyesore in the
district that will be ignored as has been done in the past. I am requesting that
all abandoned tracks within the boundaries of the district be maintained
regularly.

Mailing address:
P. O. Box 22167
Houston, TX 77227-2167
Fax: (713) 541-9906
www.eastdowntowndistrict.org




Would you please contact me concerning this situation? This is a cleanup job
that the City or the Neighborhood Protection Division cannot do but yet still
has to be done. The East Downtown Management District is currently
undergoing revitalization and my job is to get vacant lots mowed, abandoned
buildings torn down and to remove as much blight from the area as possible.

I’d appreciate any help you can give me. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Roy Hill
Hawes Hill & Associates
East Downtown Management District Zone Inspector

ce: Mack H. Shumate, Jr.
Senior Attorney General
101 North Wacker Drive, Room 1920
Chicago, IL 60606
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