Attoroeys at Law

311 South Wacker Drive
Suice 3000

Chicago, Hhnons
60606-6677

Tel 312 360 6000

Muhael A Smith
Semior Counsel
Direct 312 360 6724
Fax 312 360 6598
msmith@
[rechorapeters com

Chreago
Spriaglield

March 9, 2004

Victoria Rutson

Chief, SEA

Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N W
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Re:  Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 411X);
The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company
Abandonment from Quadlock, Washington to Olympia, Washington

Dcar Ms. Rutson-

On or after March 30, 2004, we arc filing with the Surface Transportation Board
("STB") a Notice of Excmption seeking authority to abandon 4.50 miles of railroad
Iine between M.P. 397.78 in Hoxie, Arkansas to M.P. 402.28 in Walport, Arkansas,
which traverses through Umited States Postal ZIP Codes 72433 and 72476 in
Lawrence County, Arkansas. Attached are ten copies plus the original of the
Environmental and I1istoric Report describing the proposed action and any expected
environmental or historic effects, as well as a map of the affccted area.

Sincercly,
Michael A. Smith ENTERED
OfﬂceofProceed,ngs
MAR 10
Enclosures 1 * 20"‘

Pa



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

In the Matter of The Office ENTERED

Burlinglon Northern and Santa Fe of Procsedings

Railway Company Noticc of Exemption MAR 10 2004

1o Abandon lis Line ol Railroad

Between M.P. 397 78 in Hoxie, Arkansas p,,,bﬁg'“f

and M.P. 402.28 at Walport, Arkansas Docket No. AB-6
and the 2 20 Milc Walnut Ridge Industrial (Sub No /ﬂl_X)
Spur

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
The following information is submittcd to the Surface Transportation Board by The
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company (BNSF) in accordance with the
Board's reporting requirements as set forth in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7 for the purpose of
assisting the Board's preparation of an environmental document regarding BNSF's Notice
of Exemption for abandonment of its line between M.P. 397.78 1n Hoxie, Lawrence
County, Arkansas and M P 402 28 in Walport, Lawrence County, Arkansas, and the
2.20 mile Walnut Ridge Industrial Spur, a total distance of 6 70 mulcs.

(1) Proposed action and Alternatives: Describe the proposed action, including
commoditics transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any raillline and other
structures that may be involved. and any possible changes in currcnt opcrations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonablc altcrnatives to the proposed action
Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

BNSF sceks to abandon and discontinue service of the line. A map of the linc is
attached as Exhibit A.

(2) Transportation svstem: Dcscribe the effect of the proposed action on
regional or local transportation systems and patterns Estimate the amount of traffic

(passenger or freight) that will be diveried to other transportalion systems or modes as a
result of the proposed action



The proposcd abandonment will have no affect on existing transportation systcms
or paitcrns as the line is out of service
(3) Land Use:

(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencics
and/or revicw of the official planning documents preparcd by such agencics, statc
whether the proposed action 1s consistent with existing land usc plans. Describe
any inconsistencics.

The proposed exemption will be consistent with local or regional

land usc plans There has becn a proposal to convert this area into a

walking and biking trail. See Exhibit B, letter from the City of Walnut

Ridge.

(11) Bascd on consultation with the U S. So1l Conscrvation Service, state
the cffect of the proposed action on any prime agriculture land.

The area 1s within prime agriculturc land but the proposed work
should not have any effect on the pnme farmland. Sce Exhibit C, letter

from the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

(11} [f any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal
zone, include the coastal zone information required by § 1105.9

N/A
(1v) If the proposed action is abandonment, statc whether or not the right-
of-way is suitablc for altcrnative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10906 and explain
why.
There has been a proposal to convert the arca into a walking and
biking tra1l See Exhibit B, letter from the City of Walnut Ridge.

(4) Energy:
(1) Describe the effect of the proposcd action on Lransportation of energy.

t



To the best of BNSF’s knowledge there are no undevceloped energy

resources such as oil, natural gas or coal in the vicinity of this line.

(i1) Describe the cffcct of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.
This abandonment and discontinuance will not adversely affect
movement or recovery of recyclable commodities as the linc 1s out of

scrvice

(1u1) State whether the proposcd action will result in an increasc or
decrcasc in overall cnergy efficiency and explain why.

This abandonment will not result in an increase or decrease in

overall energy efficiency as the linc is out of scrvice.

(iv) If the proposcd action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage
of morc than:
(A) 1,000 rail carloads a ycar, or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per ycar for any part of
the affected linc. quantify the resulting net change in the energy
consumption and show thc data and methodology uscd to arrive at the
figure given.

There will be no diversions of traffic because the line is out
of service.

(5) Air:
(i) If the proposed action will result in either:

(A). Anincrease in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increasc of at lcast cight trains a day on any
segment of the linc effected by the proposcd, or

No.

(B). An increasc in rail yard activity of at least 100% (measured by
carload activity), or



No.

(C). An average incrcase n truck traffic of more than 10% of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment,
quantify the anticipated cffect on air emissions.

The action will not mnvolve an increasc in truck traffic of
morc than 10% or 50 vchicles a day on any affected road segment

as the line 1s out of service.

(1) 1f the proposed action affccts a Class I or nonattammment arca under the
Clean Air Act, and will result in erther

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measurcd 1n gross
ton miles annually) or an increasc of at Icast three train a day on any
scgment of rail line, or

(B} An increase 1n rail yard activity of at Icast 20% (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) An average increasc in truck traffic or more than 10-% of the
average daily traffic of 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then
state whether any expected increased cmissions are within the parameters
cstablished by State implementation Plan However, for a rail construction
under 49 U S C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505) or in a case involving the
rcinstifution of scrvice over a previously abandoned line, only the three
train a day threshold in this item shall apply

The proposed abandonment will not result i an increasc of

rail or truck traffic becausc the linc is out of service.

(iii) I the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen
oxide and from) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the
frequency ol service; safcty practices (including any speed restrictions); the
applicant's safcty rccord (to the exient available) on derailments, accidents and
spills; contingency plans to deal wiath accidental spills; and the likehihood of an
accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the cvent of a collision or
derailment.



The proposed abandonment will not result in an increasc of rail or

truck traflfic hecause the linc 1s out of scrvice.

(6) Noise: If any of the thresholds identified in item (5){(c) of this scection are
surpasscd, statc whether the proposecd action will cause

(1) An incrcmental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more,

N/A

(ii} An increase to a noisc lcvel of 76 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities and nursing homes) in the project arca and quantify the
noise increase for those receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

N/A

(7) Safety
(1) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
{including vchicle delay time at ratlroad crossings).
This abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or
public safety. There are 21 public crossings and 1 private crossing During
salvage operations on the line, precautions will be taken 1o ensure public

safety, and contractors will be required to satisfy all applicable health and

safety laws and regulations.

(i1) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, dentify: the
matcrials and quantity: the (requency of service, whether chemicals are being
transported that, 1l mixed. could react to form mere hazardous compounds; safcty
practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the
extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills, the contingency
plans to deal with accidental spills, and the ikelihood of and accidental release ol
hazardous materials.

Abandonment will not result in transportation of hazardous

materials.



(1) If there are any known hazardous waste sitc or sites where there have
been known hazardous matenials spills on the right-of-way, 1dentify the location
ol those sites and the types ol hazardous matenals involved.

There arc no known hazardous wastc siles or sites where there have been

known hazardous matcrials spills on the right of way.

(8) Biological resources:
(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Scrvice, state

whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect cndangered or threatened
specics or arcas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.
There are no fcderally listed endangered, threatened or candidate
species present. Scc Exhibit D, response from the U.S Fish and Wildlife

Scrvice.

(ii) Statc whether wildlife sanctuarics or refuges. National or State parks
or [orests will be affected, and describe any elfects.

The proposed project will nave no conflict with any state park or
rcereation arca. See Exhibit E, letter from the Arkansas Department of
Parks and Tounism

(9) Water:

(1) Bascd on consultation with State watcr quality officials, state whether
the proposed action 1s consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water
quality standards. Describe any inconsistcncics.

BNSF believes that the proposed execmption will be consistent with
applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. The Arkansas
Department of Environmental Quality was notificd by lcticr dated August
4, 2003. See Exhibit F. As of the datc of this report, the Arkansas

Department of Environmeéntal Quality has not responded BNSF will

provide the Board copics of any response it may receive.



(u) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, statc
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S C. § 1344} are
requircd for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year
floodplains will be affected Describe the effects.

BNSF believes that permits under 404 of the Clean Water Act are
not required for the proposed exemption. The Army Corps of Engineers
has bcen notified by letter dated August 4, 2003. Scc Exhibit G. As of the
date of this rcport, the Army Corps of Engincers has not responded BNSF
will provide the Board copies of any responsc 1t may receive. BNSF
belicves the proposcd cxemption will not affcct the 100-year (loodplan.
Lawrence County Emergency Management has been notified by letter
dated August 4, 2003. Scc Exhibit H As of the datc of this report,
Lawrence County Emergency Management has not responded BNSF will
provide the Board copies of any response it may rcecive
(1) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clcan Water Act (33

U.S.C. § 1344) are requircd for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact
the U.S. Environmcntal Protection Agency or the statc cnvironmental protcction
or equivalent agency 1f they are unsurc whether such permits arc required.

BNSF believes that permits under 402 of the Clean Water Act are
not required for the proposed exemption. A construction storm water
permit is required for any construction site that disturbs onc or more acres
of total land area See Exhibit I, Letter from the Arkansas Department of
Environmental Quality

(10) Proposed Mitigation: Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigatc
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.



Any salvage operations that may result will be in accordance with BNSF's general
practice of requiring its private contractors to comply with all federal, state and local laws
and regulations pertaining to the environment, including, but not Iimited to noise, air
quality, water quality, and niems of archacological significance. The project itsclf should
mitigate the environmental effects of reinstating active rail operations.

BNSF proposes the following mitigation with respect to historical and
archcological resources referenced in Exhibit K:

BNSF, or its contractors shall prior to salvage, consult with the
Department of Arkansas Heritage concerning the precise location of the
archcological sites 3LW358, 3LW363, and 3LW364 and structurcs
LWO0037 and LW0(64, and shall ensurc that none of these sitcs or

structurcs arc accessed or disturbed during salvage operations.

ichacl Smit
Freeborn & Pcters

311 S Wacker Dr. Suitc 3000
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6677
Phone: (312) 360-6724

Fax: (312) 360-6598

Date March 5, 2004



BEFORE THE
SURTFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

In the Matter of The

Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
Railway Company Noticc of Excmption
to Abandon Its Line of Railroad

Between M.P. 397.78 in Hoxic, Arkansas

and M.P. 402.28 at Walport. Arkansas and the Docket No AB-6
2 20 Milc Walnut Ridge Industrial Spur (SubNo. __ X}
HISTORICAL REPORT

The following is submitted to the Surface Transportation Board by The
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company (BNSF) in accordance with the
Board's reporting requirements sct forth in49 C.F.R § 1105.8 for the purpose of assisting
the Board's environmental and historical assessment regarding BNSF's Notice of
Exemption to abandon its linc of railroad between M.P. 397 78 in Hoxie, Lawrence
County, Arkansas and M.P. 402.28 at Walport, Arkhansas and the 2 20 mile Walnut Ridge
Industrial Perk, a total distance of 6.70 mulcs.

(1) AUS GS topographic map (or alternate map drawn to scalc and sufficiently
detailed to show buildings and other structurcs in the vicimty of the proposed action)
showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximale
dimensions of the railroad structures that are 50 vears old or older and are part of the
proposcd action:

One copy of a U.S.G.S. Topographical map has been provided Lo the Arkansas
Historic Preser ation Program and one copy is being provided to the Surface
Transporiation Board's Section ol the Environmental Analysis upon filing of this Report.

(2) A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to

the extent known) and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics ol the
surrounding arca:



The Hoxie 10 Walport line including the Walnut Ridge Industrial Spur goes from
Hoxie (population 2,817), through Walnut Ridge (population 4,925) and to Walport
which 1s a railroad station and not an incorporated town in Lawrence County, Arkansas.
The adjoining land is relatively flat and consists of rural farming arca. The right of way is
100 feet wide

(3) Good guality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) or
railroad structurcs on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately
surrounding arca;

There are iwo bridges that are 50 years or oldcr 1n the immediate area of the
abandonment. Photographs of the two bridges are attached to this report. See Exhibit J.

(4) The date(s) of construction of the structurcs, and the date(s) and cxtent of any
major alterations, to the extent such information is known,

The two bridges were constructed in 1924,

(5) A bricf narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation
of what, if any, changcs arc contcmplated as a result of the proposed action

The Hoxic, Pocahontas and Northern Railroad Company (HP&N) acquired the
right of way in 1896 The HP&N was a predecessor of The Saint Louis San Francisco
Railway Company (SLSF) which merged with the Burlinglon Northern Railroad (BN) in
1980 BN and The Atchison Topeka and Santa Fe Raillway Company (ATSF) merged in
1995 1o form The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company (BNSF)

(6) A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structurc that 1s to be historic;

Documents in BNSF's possession concerning this abandonment may include

alignment maps showing the nght-of-way and/or station maps. Such documents arc too



large for practical reproduction in this report. but can be furnished upon request, if they

arc available.

(7) An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possession) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the critena for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places (36 C.F.R. § 60.4), and whether therc 1s a likelthood
of archaeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the
project arca, and the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the State
Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies or universitics),

To the best of BNSF's knowlcdge, the proposed abandonment should have no
appreciable effects on anv known siles or propertics listed, or eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places The records of the Department of Arkansas Heritage
show that ninc archcological sites (3LW101, 3LW357, 3LW358, 3LW363, 3LW364,
3LW365, 3LW375, 3LW558 and 3LW718) and three standing structures (LW0037 —
Missouri-Pacific R.R. Depot, LW0064 — Johnson Motor/Travel Court and EW0076 -
Little's Bait Shop) arc located ncar the undertaking. Only sites 3LW358, 3LW363 and
3LW364 and structures LW0037 and LW0064 arc situated immediatcly next to the tracks
slated for abandonment. Sce Exhibit K, letter from the Department of Arkansas Heritage.

BNSF, or its contractors shall prior o salvage, consult with the Department of
Arkansas Herilage concerning the precise location of the archeological sites 3LW358,
3LW363, and 3LW364 and structures LW0037 and LW0064, and shall cnsure that none
of these sites or structures arc accessed or disturbed during salvage opcrations.

(8) A description (based on readily available information 1n the railroad's
possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental
conditions (naturally occurring or manmadc) that might affect the archaeological

rccovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and
the surrounding terrain



BNSF is not aware of any known prior subsurfacc ground disturbance or fill or
any other cnvironmental conditions (naturally occurring or man-made) that might affect

the recovery of archacological resources.

Respectfujly subnytted,

ichacl Smit
Frecbom & Pcters
311 S. Wacker Dr Suite 3000
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6677
Phonc: (312) 360-6724
Fax: (312) 360-6598

Date. March §. 2004
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ALDERMEN

C L CLamk, JR G‘ w p. GLENN MURPHY
AL DAWSON t oj’ ag"lt IJ:?Q MAYOR
Ricker Do y CARQLYN HAYES

sé:HNNIE Fears 300 WEST MAIN STREET RECORDER AND
RY KEARBY

Ex-OFFIC1I0 TREASURER
JOHN MONROE wagud R'.é'i A‘WM 72476 LARRY STEELE

Dan MULLEN CITY ATTORNEY
RON SMITH PHO. 870-886-8838 - FAX 870-8868-G147

August 7, 2003

Freehorn & Peters LLP

Brian Nettles, Paralegal

311 South Wacker Drive, Suite 3000
Chicago, IL 60606-6677

RE: The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company Abandonment of Walport,
Arkansas to Hoxie, Arkansas

Dear Mr Nettles:

Thank you for your letter concerning the planned abandonment of the rail hine from Hoxie, Ark., to the
Walnut Ridge. Ark., Airport and Industnial Park (Walport, as you referred to 1t)  Your consultation 1s
appreciated.

Concerning usc plans for this cornidor. | have been made aware of an cffort to convert this area into a
walking and biking trail. The effort 1s currently being organized under the auspices of the Walnut
Ridge/Lawrence County Chamber of Commerce, although 1t 1s possible the group may emerge as a non-
profit entity In its own right to develop and mamntain the tra1l It 15 my understanding that this group has
established contact with Burlington Northern and Sante Fe Railway and intends to pursue preservation of
the corndor 1n question for trail usage

Tht 15 the extent of my knowledge concerning this effort  Please feel free to contact the mayor s oftice if
we may be of assistance

Sincerely,

S;lenn Murp&y f

Mayor

GM/sdh



' lll.-ll-' e, . ~ RIDG
- ' U L e
I . , l ) : | | A s -
U “a f N t H i, % - -
S ,-f" {4 : K -3 ‘ 1‘:, S ¢"- o
. . : - - L4 Fl r -~ '. = o= - ——
S | § St ARG
’ | " >
A ;
# - “ & l GE INDUST“‘AL SPUR ‘- —="Wen i
; . | WALNUT RID 2 : I
f -‘ ] 1
/ WALPORT . i
’\-}' (it “Cer MP 402-28 - ‘:. ry— -l wel l:a:li - I.‘“
. . n e ] . -" . *
5 ' o : co =_4—:_ . o ' ,
;f .. , ! . - LI i
P -
- 1 = . HOXIE WALPORT ARKANSAS
= e = L
o  rmam . v Jden Freuce Cam "' . - Q - : [ .
Slﬂ’-. F"{% e e AmmAr——— = '-_-;--':’1-::- e s S — S ek A = 'T)'J" ——— = -...'“. -n-——._—.._.-fl_l. i
* . 2 a ;o s wF " .l [ ] d |
H rl\-' e | § J . " ;
) o l z_lil___ b I i
p " -~ g6 ,.". Ba - 5 ¢ ) --
E .’/ ? B ! = - = \\‘&
a ! ¢! - = T v
b, 0 )) 2 1’_’ 22 s - e
. Y ™ 2 il w2 08,
: {\C\ f” 2? | e ._}' {
‘l' 0 ] b '
N ! NORTH |
e : 2 20 R 4 naf
: v : .
~ Auslin Ger?- . '
S e — - ud I
= L ' r; . i B MO -f_— e — == ;———.ll_f:‘---
. | I, . . . i '
. ) H " s T
[ i / ¢ TR
! / ; , 4
" f i
1 : Y B
Y - ! : . ﬂ
28 1 )“i Er T 27 . 1‘Pr - 25 1 Flume
L ! o= '_LF'."n_.- .' h
. N | v
X .
i:lri! [ C— H ‘ -
i) ; el
=3 B |
J L
2l d__ & W -
Y, " . -
] E -/ I(/ e
e ’
>
o d '
36
- '-' ,
1
L
L] = "

[P T— ---u—u-q-—- y—

TOAIE

unt M

' ' I
I .

f

I L]

1 1

o \-lz-— - 1 v

L M ]
f . 0
i -1
H ', -
! s "
- L l

Byrd Lakes
wel*
. k] L
6 1_I — :
M) s - - i -
1 / r
L,
Wall "Flume






United States Department of Agriculture

O NRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
1100 West Main
Walnut Ridge. AR 72476

Phone 870-886-7791 Ext 3

August 11,2003

Brian Nettles

Attorneys at Law

311 South Wacker Dr.
Suite 3000

Chicago, 1ll. 60606-6677

Dear Mr. Nettles:

This is reference to your request for the abandonment of railroad
between Milepost 402.28 and Milepost 397.78. This area in within prime
agriculture land but the proposed work should not have any effect on the

prime

Please

farmland.

call if you have any questions.

Thanks,

Ve
Ben D

%‘-f/f // ‘I?%Mv

. Starr

District Conservationist

NRCS

The Natural Resources Corsenation Service provides leadership in a partnershio effort to help people
conserve ma ntain and mprove our natural resources and environment

An Equal Opportunity Provider ana Emp oyer

-

——
-






Attoroeys at Law

111 South Wacker Drive
Sute 3000

Chicago, [llmuis
60606-6677

Tel 312 360 6000

Brian Nettles
Paralegal

Direct 312 360 6336
Fax 312 360 6596
baettles@;
freeboropeters com

Clicago
Spruglield

Freeborn & Peters LLP
August 4, .‘20{)3(-“I r

PLAN N .I ;. -~
Sam Hamilton (/% -

Regional Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Southeast Region 4

1875 Century Blvd., Suite 400
Atlanta. GA 30345

Re:  The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company Abandonment
of Walport, Arkansas to Hoxie, Arkansas

Dear Mr Haunitun.

BNSF plans on filing with the Surfacc Transportation Board ("STB") a Notuce of
Exemption seeking authority to abandon 4.50 miles of raiiroad linc between Milepost
402.28 in Walport, Arkansas and Milepost 397.78 1n Hoxie, Arkansas

As part of the environmental report BNSF needs to know whether or not there arc any
endangerced or threatened species, wildlife sanctuanes or refuges or arcas designated ds
critical habitat adjacent or ncar the hne and if so, what effccts the proposed action may

have

The proposed abandonment may requirc the removal of the track matertals such as the rails
and ties but the roadbed will be lcfl intact.

For your reference I have cnclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line.  Please
provide this information by Septembcer 4, 2003 If you have any questions, or 1f you would
like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336

Aetfon S
P ——— 2 B -
—— A

Thank you 1n advance for your coopcration.

Smcerely, .
——— ¢
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Bran Nellgg, fode 21ally listed endangered,
threatened ur candidate species present
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DEPARTMENT OF
PARKS & TOURISM

Ona Capitol Mol
Little Rock, AR 72201

Phone 501 682 7777
FAX 501 682-1384

History Commission
501-682-6900 (WTT)
Keep Arkonsos
Beautiful Division
501-682-3507

Parsonnel Sechon
501 882 7742 (VAT

State Parks Divisicn
501 882-1191 (v/IT)

Tourism Dvision
501-682-7777 (V/TT)

INTERNET
arkansas com
ArkangosStoleParks com

Mike Huckubes
GOVERNOR

Richard W Daovies
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

STATE PARKS,
RECREATION
& TRAVEL
COMMISSION
Billy Lindsey
CHAIRMAN

Bill Bcrmes
VICE-CHAIRMAN

Stgve AInson
Jane Christenson
Polly Wood Crews
Danry Ford

Jirm Gasron
Debra kaok
Loretlo Houss
Monina McNJlty
Mike Mills

Ness Sachres!
Jim Shamburger
Wode Willioms

DIVISION DIRECTORS

Lamry Cargile
ADMINISTRATION
Greg Butts

STATE PARKS

Joe David Rice
TOURISM

Nancy Clark
GREAT RIVER ROAD

John L Ferguson
HISTORY COMMISSION

Robert Phelps
KEEP ARKANSAS
BEAUTIFUL

AN EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY/
AFFIRMAYIVE ACTION/
AMERICANS WITH
DISABILITIES ACT
EMPLOYER

AIKANSAS.

THE NATURAL STATE

September 17, 2003

Mr Brian Nettles .
Frcebom & Peters [LLP

311 South Wacker Drive, Suite 3000

Chicago. Illino1s 60606-6677

RE The Burhington Northern and Santa e
Railway Compuny Abundonment of
Walport, Arkansas to Hoxie, Arhansas
ORGP 3-189

Dear Mr Nettles

Thank you for this opportunity to comment regarding the proposed abandonment of
4 5 miles of railroad linc between Walport and Hoxie. Arhansas. Based on the
information vou have provided. our records do not imdicate a conflict with this

project

If you have any questions or require additional assistance, please feel free to contact
me at 501-682-6946.

Sincerely,

(/"vuf:ﬁ- C‘.[I. o-«.-.:(..a/L. d/\_ﬂ/

Anita Chouinard, Environmental Planner
Outdoor Recrcation Grants Program
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Freeborn & Peters LLP

August 4, 2003

William Keith

Arkansas Department of Environmental
Quality

Water Quality Planning Branch

Water Division

P.O. Box 8913,
Little Rock, AR 72219-8913

Re:  The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company Abandonment
of Walport, Arkansas to Hoxie, Arkansas

Dear Sir or Madam.

BNSF plans on filing with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of
Excmption seeking authority to abandon 4.50 miles of railroad linc between Milepost
402.28 1n Walport, Arkansas and Milepost 397.78 1in Hoxie, Arkansas

As part of the environmental report BNSF needs to know whether or not this action will be
consistent, with Federal, State or local water quality standards. Also, please state whether
or not Section 402 and/or NPDES are required as a result of the proposed abandonment

The proposcd abandonment may require the removal of the track materials such as the rails
and ties but the roadbed will be left intact. No placement of dredge or fill material in any
inland waterways is anticipated to result from abandonment and/or salvage.

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. If you have
any questions, or if you would like to discuss this matter further, picase do not hesitate to
contact me af (312) 360-6336.

I'hank you 1n advance for your cooperation.

Sincercly, B
AR =
Brian Nettles

fon
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August 4, 2003

U.S. Atmy Corps of Engineers
Memphis Dustrict

167 North Main

Memphis, TN 38103

Re:  The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company Abandonment
of Walport, Arkansas to Hoxle, Arkansas

Dear Sir or Madam®

BNSF plans on filing with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of
Exemption secking authonty to abandon 4 50 milcs of railroad line between Milepost
402.28 in Walport, Arkansas and Milepost 397.78 in Hoxie, Arkansas.

As part of the environmental report BNSF nceds to know whether or not 404 permits are
required as a result of the proposed abandonment.

The proposed abandonment may requirc the removal of the track materials such as the rails
and ties but the roadbed will be left intact No placement of dredge or fill material in any
imland waterways is anticipated (o result from abandonment and/or salvage.

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. If you have
any questions, or if you would like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to
contact me at (312) 360-6336

Thank you mn advance for your cooperation

Sincerely, - -
7. =
/ -
/;7 {/
Brian Nettles

fbn

Enclosure
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August 4, 2003

Lawrence County Emergency Service
315 W Main St
Walnut Ridge, AR 72476

Re:  The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company Abandonment
of Walport, Arkansas to Hoxie, Arkansas

Dear Sir or Madam

BNSF plans on filing with the Surfacc Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of
Exemption seeking authority 10 abandon 4.50 miles of railroad line between Milepost
402.28 in Walport, Arkansas and Milepost 397.78 in Hoxie, Arkansas.

As part of the environmental report BNSF needs to know if the proposcd abandonment

will affect any 100-year floodplains. If so, please furnish 8 & % by 11 black and white
maps in the arca of each designated fioodplain if they are available.

The proposed akzndonment may require the removal of the track materials such as the rails
and ties but the roadbed will be left intact

For your reference | have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. Please
provide thus information by September 4, 2003. If you have any questions, or 1f you would
like to discuss this matter further. plcase do not hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336

Thank you 1n advance for your coopcration

Sincerely, .
Brian Netties

fbn

Enclosure






ADEQ

Department of Environmental Quality

August 14, 2003

Brian Nettles, Paralegal

Freeborn & Pcters, LLP

311 South Wacker Drive, Suite 3000
Chicago, IL. 60606-6677

RE:  The Burlington Northcm and Santa Fe Railway Company Abandonment of Walport to Hoxie,
Arkansas

Dear Mr. Nettles:

This lefter 1s written in responsc to your correspondence addressed to the Arkansas Depariment of
Environmental Quahty dated August 4, 2003. I have reviewced the letter and the associated map of the
railroad intended for abandonment. The following comments arc written in response to your request:

1. A construction storm watcr pcrmut is required for any construction sitc that disturbs one or
more acres of total land arca.

If you have any questions concemning thc above listed comments, please fecl free to contact me at
(501) 682-0621 or Mo Shafii, Acting NPDES Permuts Section Chief, at (501) 682-0616. Emailed
correspondence should be addressed to fuller@adeg.state ar us or shafii@adeq state.ar.us respectively

Respectfully submutted,

Koy 7l

Kimberly A. Fuller, E [
Engineer [I

Storm Water Runoff Permuts
NPDES Branch

WATER DIVISION
8001 NATIOMNAL DRIVE 7 POST OFFICE BOX 8913 / LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72219-8913 / TELEPHONE 501-682 2199 / FAX 501-682-0910
www adeq state arus
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February 20, 2004

Mr. Brian Nettles

Freeborn & Peters, LLP

311 South Wacker Drive, Suite 3000
Chicago, lllinois 60606-6677

RE: Lawrence County - General
Section 106 Review - STB
The Burlington Northern & Santa Fe Railway Company Abandonment
of Hoxie, Arkansas to Walport, Arkansas. -
AHPP Tracking No: 52471

Dear Mr. Netiles:

My staff has reviewed the documentatton submitted regarding the above-
referenced undertaking. Our records show that nine archeological sites
(3LW101, 3LW357, 3LW358, 3LW363, 3LW364, 3LW365, 3LW375,
3LW558 and 3LW718) and three standing structures (LW0037 - Missouri-
Pacific R.R. Depot, LW0064 - Johnson Motor/Travel Court and LW0076 -
Little's Bait Shop) are located near the undertaking.

Of these, only three archeological sites (3LW358, 3LW363 and 3LW364) and
two structures (LW0037 and LW0064) are situated immediately next to the
tracks slated for abandonment. None of the archeological sites or structure
LW0064 have been evaluated for their eligibility for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places, but LW0037 is considered eligible. We do not
regard either of the bridges (400.0, 401.2) as eligible.

Thank you for your interest and concern for the cultural heritage of Arkansas.
If you have any questions, please contact Steve Imhoff of my staff at (501)
324-9880.

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
cc:  Dr. Ann M. Early, Arkansas Archeological Survey

Ms. Victoria Rutson, Surface Transportation Board
Ms. Carrie V. Wilson, Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma
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