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rage 8 ~ IHE SOUNDER, Random Lake, WI, Aug. 12, 2004
'Editor’s
View-

- By Gary J. Feider

For a number of Teasons, including a lack of interest by "7 i
the current Gwner, the Saukville to Kiel portion of -the |
Milwaukee to Hilbert line no longer carries a lot of freight. '
The Canadian National Railway would just as soon abandon - |
its requirement to serve ‘these .customers. The Canadian |
National purchased thé old Wisconsin Central tracks -for J
other reasons - they never cared about this line’anyway

To local citizens - and to Wisconsin in general |
right-of-way from Milwaukee to Hilbert is priceless, It )

s'and. paycheck‘s‘;: Trying to_create a new right-of.
d obtain land for such &' route would ‘cost.a’ |
tremendous amount :-‘and it may ngt be possible legally’

We don’t know where fuel prices will be in a’yesr or 10
years down the road. ;Getting rid of this railroad line a
. e 18

point would make no senge, Sufe; it needs a heavier gauge

o

track to carry the rail cars of today. It needs new railroad +~|
ties. Based on 4 long-term’ rofit outlook and the slightest & . .. T
bit of marketing those costs can worked into & bugiriess ol - Z
There _is _a ’short-run “railroad _in . Wisco j - Ra l l ro
. expressed an interest in_the Milwauke : { R
"and there is a state government program that-can b 7 . Its diffieultto i
_serve this line. There is a consortium of county governments (5 < local Fesideént '
* . doing the same kind 6f work in other parts € 8 : P Mi orthern
Let's not throw away a aluable’asset that wa& begu H
our ancestors in the 1870%. *We encourage the govern H :

bodies on the federal and state levels to keép this line i
vice s0_thecurrent customers are not jeopardiz
freight needs.;If the Canadian National Do longer
run the line, then force them to sell it to som y
: ole line, Milwatikee to Hilbert.' That’s t
it was built, and it will tirn'a profit if kept togethe
The federal Surface Transportation Boitd is required to -
give priority to ‘efforts to continue freight rail ‘service over .
the line. Just the potential business from farm cooperatives = -|
and farmers themselves should provide enough proof that ;
this line can'be profitable. “And it will if we get an operator
who wants to make it work, Please, save & 3

0sen a route that bypassed the grow-
‘of the day ‘(places, like Waubeka, Silver
am) for a new route that would spur the

e, Fredonia, Random Lake; “Adell, Waldo
~*Plymouth became “The Hub City” because
and north-south railroads. : * i
“who filed the

- Fell

plat of what
- road offici




The Canadlan Nauonal Rallway says it does

not have enough customers to justify thé cost -

of maintaining the railroad tracks between

" Saukville and Kiel and has asked for federal

*~ approval to abandon the line, " -

It may be in the railroad’s interest to do that

_ but certainly it is in no one else’s—not the .
farmers and businesses that depend on the

: rallroad, not the commumues served by the

-1, line, nof ‘the ‘public: .

A Everyone except the rarlroad company ]oses
. if rail service ends, especially the communities
of Saukville, Fredonia, Random Lake, Adell

~and others along the 37-mile route, whose

a blow by being unable to offer mdustrres

‘railroad access.: - -

- The cost to the pubhc of abandomng even

= this very small link in the Wisconsin railroad

-"'system should not be underestimated. It would
-'represent a move backward from a mode of

freight transport that is both cost efficicnt and

: envu'onmentallv friendly. It would put more

trucks on the. roads, including the small county
* highways serving rural communities, at a cost .

that would be measured in safety, convenience,
air pollution and road mamtenance expenses
charged to taxpayers..

Abandonment is the nght word for what
Canadian National proposes. The company
says it would pull up the tracks and give the -

trail or for sorte oth"
. The route would ne

: shouldn’t Tet it happe;
- needs of the communities that stand to lose rall;;,.

+; economic development efforts would be dealt "

" is eager | to lease the line with a promise of ;.

; for ha ing t _e ‘county Jorn the consortrum ata
ear. The Saukville -

- cost of about $13.000 ¥t

. and Fredoni ; ﬂft' hge Boards have passed. )
" resolutions urguf“ the County Board to-take: = |
. that step. Sé?r”iﬁﬁ”ry Panzer of West Bend and

“should Took to the *= = Rep. Damel Lei/[ahJeu of Oostburg have

service, deny Canadian National’s pétition'and . save,
urge the company to work harder to market il
services to potcntral customers along the ;.

Railroad Preservatron Program.

Under the program, ,th‘

: ",abéndonment said the reason the line handles
- only 200 carioads of freight a year is that its,

Ty c-'lm
Such a Ccuo\uuum alica

if necessary.

‘ W : he fine, the state; with help from Ozaukee,
The Wisconsin and Southem R lroad Co.

better “run rarlroad should take the .- 3
~“opportunity to show that this is the htt]e
rail line that could.

improved service. Some mermbers of the''-
Ozaukee County Board have expressed support

If that operator gets pemnssmn to abandon b
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