3050 KST.N.W,, SUITE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108

,7> é ~ TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
L ?SJJ FAX: 202-672-5399

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
SIDNEY.STRICKLAND@STRICKLANDPLLC.COM

June 26, 2006

Vernon A. Williams, Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
Case Control Unit, Suite 713
1925 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) BNSF Railway Company—
Abandonment Exemption — in Bottineau County, ND

Dear Secretary Williams:

Enclosed please find an original and 10 copies of the Verified Notice of
Exemption under 49 C.F.R. 1152.50 for filing with the Board in the above-referenced
matter. 4

Also enclosed is a check in the amount of $3,100.00 for the filing fee.

Very truly yours,

s

D ..
E"”-EREeedir\Qs

ice of Proc o
Office © ey L. Strickland, Jr. / 7

JUN 26 2008 Attorney for BNSF Railway Cgmpany
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN BOTTINEAU COUNTY, ND (SUB. NO. 439X)

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
UNDER 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Menk Drive

P.O. Box 96157

Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057

By: SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR
ELIZABETH E. WAITE
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street, N.W.,
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 338-1325

Attorneys for BNSF Railway Company

DATE FILED: June 26, 2006



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN BOTTINEAU COUNTY, ND (SUB. NO. 439X)

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
UNDER 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY (BNSF) (“Applicant”) files this Verified Notice

of Exemption under 49 C.F.R. 1152 Subpart F- Exempt Abandonments

(49 C.F.R. 1152.50) for BNSF to abandon a rail line that extends between BNSF
Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00, near Souris, in Bottineau County,
North Dakota, approximately 11.90 miles (the “Line”).

The Line is depicted in a map that is attached té this Notice as Appendix 1.

Responses to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(2):

L Proposed consummation date for the abandonment.
The proposed consummation date of this abandonment will be at least 50 days
from the filing date of June 26, 2006, which is August 15, 2006.
1L Certification required in 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b)
The required certification is attached hereto as Appendix 2.
M.  Information required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(1-4), (7) and (8) and (e)(4).

(a) General



0y

2

)

(4)

O

(8)

©4)

Exact name of Applicant.
BNSF Railway Company (BNSF).

Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49
U.S.C. Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.

Applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C.
Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.

Relief sought (abandonment of line or discontinuance of service).
BNSF seeks to use the class exemption from Surface
Transportation Board approval authorizing the abandonment of the
Bottineau County Line specified above.

Detailed map of the subject line.

See Appendix 1.

Name, title and address of representative of applicant to whom
correspondence should be sent:

Sidney L. Strickland, Jr.

Sidney Strickland And
Associates, PLLC

3050 K Street, N.-W.

Suite 101

Washington, DC 20007

(202) 338-1325

Attorney for BNSF

List of all United States Postal Service ZIP Codes that the line
traverses.

The Line traverses United States Postal Service Zip Codes
58783 and 58318.

Statement of whether the properties proposed to be abandoned are
suitable for other public purposes, including roads or highways,



other forms of mass transportation, conservation, energy
production or transmission or recreation. If the applicant is aware
of any restriction on the title to the property, including any
reversionary interest, which would affect the transfer of title or the
use of property for other than rail purposes, this shall be disclosed.

The properties of the proposed abandonment appear to be

appropriate for other public purposes. Based on information in our

possession, there are no federally granted rights-of-way within the
corridor. Any documentation in the railroad's possession will be
made available promptly to those requesting it.
IV.  Level of Labor Protection.
The interests of railroad employees who may be adversely affected by the
proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor
protective conditions set forth in Oregon Short Line RR Co. -
Abandonment - Goshen, 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979).

V. Certification that Applicants have complied with the notice requirements of 49
CFR §§1152.500)(1) and 1105.11.

The required certifications are set forth in Appendix 3 to this Notice of

Exemption.

VI.  Environmental and Historic Reports.
A combined Environmental and Historic Report is attached to this

Notice of Exemption as Appendix 4.



Respectfully submitted,

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Menk Drive

P.O. Box 96157

Forth Worth, TX 76161-0057

RV 5/7/;

By: NEY L. STRICKLA JIR
ELIZABETHE. WAIT
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street, NW.,
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 338-1325

Attorneys for BNSF Railway Company

DATE FILED: June 26, 2006



APPENDIX 1

Detailed Map of the Line
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APPENDIX 2

Certifications Required in 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b)



VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.50(b)

I, Richard A. Batie, being duly sworn depose and state that I am as Manager, Network
Developm;nt in the Network Development department of the BNSF Railway Company
(“BNSF”), that I am authorized to make this verification, and that I have read the foregoing
Notice of Exemption and know the facts asserted therein are true and accurate as stated to the best
of my knowledge, information, and belief.

In accordance with 49 C.F.R.§ 1152.50(b), I hereby certify that, with respect to the line
which is the subject of the Notice of Exemption filed in Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 439X ), no
local traffic has moved on the line for at least two (2) years prior to the date hereof. Also, there is |
no overhead traffic handled on the Line to be rerouted. Further, no formal complaint filed by a
user of rail service on the Line (or a State or local government entity acting on behalf of such
user) regarding cessation of service over the Line.either is pending with the Surface
Transportation Board or any U.S. District Court or has been decided in favor of a complainant
within the two-year period.

The foregoing certification is made on behalf of BNSF by the undersigned after due and
careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based on the best of the khowledge, |
information, and belief of the undersigned

Richard A. Batie
Manager, Network Development

Subscribed and sworn to

before me the 20 day of #LLAL 2006.
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APPENDIX 3

Certification that Applicant Has Complied with the Notice Requirements
of 49 C.F.R. 1152.50(d)(1) and 1105.11



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice
of the proposed abandonment in Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) was mailed via first
class mail on June 15, 2006 to the following parties:

Military Traffic Management Control
Attn: Railroads for National Defense

720 Thimble Shoals Boulevard, #130
Newport News, VA 23606-2574

North Dakota Public Service Commission
600 E. Boulevard, Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Chief of the Forest Service

4" Floor N.W., Yates Building
201 14" Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

U.S. Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Recreational Resources Assistance Division
1849 C Street, NW

Washington D.C. 20240-0001

Bob Johnston, Rail Planner

North Dakota Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

Dated June 26, 2006

At

7 SidneyL. Stricklan%k /1




CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE NEWSPAPER
PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12

The undersigned certifies that a “Notice of Intent to Abandon Rail Service” was
published in the form prescribed by the Board for out of service abandonment
exemptions. The notice was published one time in the following newspaper of general
circulation in Bottineau County, North Dakota: Minot Daily News. Publication of the
notice was accomplished on June 19, 2006. An Affidavit of Publication and a copy of the

publication are attached.

Siddey L. Strickland, Jr.
1dney Strickland and Asso
3050 K Street, NW

Suite 101

Washington, DC 20007
Phone: (202) 338-1325
Fax: (202) 672-5499

fates, PLLC



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
STATE OF NORTH DAKOQTA
' SS.
County of Ward

Pamela bedprgpﬁ ~__ of said

County and State, being first duly sworn, on -

oath says: That the MINOT DAILY NEWS is
a daily newspaper of general circulation,
printed and published in the City of Minot,
in said County and State. That the MINOT
DAILY NEWS now is and during all times
in. the foregoing "affidavit mentioned has
- been a newspaper qualified to do legal
prinfing, in accordance
the State of North s
cleEss
of the MINOT ‘DAY
such time coveri Ryt A
notice have occupied such position on
newspaper, and have personal knowledge of
all the facts stated in this affidavit; and that

the advertisement headed - -

Notice of Intent

a printed copy of which is hereunto attached
was printed and published in said newspaper

one __times to-wit:
June 19, 2006 =~

Notary Public, ,
My COMISS O GERsE e

{ STEPHANIE K ROFFART — —
Notary Public, State of North Dakota
My Commiasion Expires May 8, 2007
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81 lines one  times$ 39.69

(81 st lines x .49'£,$39,69)

already paid




CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R.1105.7(c) and 8(c)

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”), by and through its authorized representative, Sidney L.
Strickland, Jr., certifies that on June 5, 2006, BNSF sent copies of the foregoing Environmental
and Historic Reports by first class mail to the following agencies:

J.R. Flores, State Conservationist

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
220 East Rosser Ave.

P.0O. Box 1458

Bismarck, ND 58502-1458

North Dakota State Water Commission
900 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0850

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Region 6

Denver Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225

Jesse Hanson, Coordinator
Planning and Natural Resources Division
North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department
1600 E. Century Ave.

Suite 3 _
Bismarck, ND 58503-0649

Julie Prescott

Regulatory Section

State of North Dakota
Office of the State Engineer
900 East Boulevard
Bismarck, ND 58505-0850

Robert Maydwell

U.S. National Park Service
Midwest Region

601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

Merlan E. Paaverud, Jr.

State Historic Preservation Officer

State Historical Society of North Dakota
612 East Boulevard Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58505-0830

U.S. Army Engineer District, Omaha
106 S. 15" Street
Omaha, NE 68102

Tim Zachmeier

Wildlife Biologist

U.S. Bureau of Land Management
North Dakota Field Office

2933 Third Avenue West
Dickinson, ND 58601-2619

Robert Indvik, Bottineau County Road Superintendent

Bottineau County Roads Department
314 W. 5" Street
Bottineau, ND 58318

Bottineau County Commissioners
c/o Mae Streich, County Auditor
314 W. 5™ St.

Bottineau, ND 58318

Curt A. McCormick

Pretreatment Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 8

999 18th Street

Suite 300

Denver, CO 80202-2466



Bob Johnston, Rail Planner

North Dakota Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

Bruce Lange

Water Resource Program Administrator
Flood Plain Department

North Dakota State Water Commission
900 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 770
Bismarck, ND 58505-0850

Jeffrey K. Towner

Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
North Dakota Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501

Ms. Victoria Rutson

Chief, SEA

Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Governor’s Office

600 East Boulevard Avenue
Department 101

Bismarck, ND 58505-3001

North Dakota Environmental Health Section
P.O. Box 5520
Bismarck, ND 58506-5520

Daniel E. Cimarosti

Regulatory Program Manager
Corps of Engineers, Omaha District
North Dakota Regulatory Office
1513 South 12th Street

Bismarck, ND 58504-6640

. David E. Glatt, P.E., Chief

North Dakota Department of Health
Environmental Health Section

Gold Seal Center, 918 E. Divide Ave.
Bismarck, ND 58501-1947

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West highway

Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

The required cover letters (pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1105.11) are attached hereto. BNSF has
consulted with all appropriate agencies in preparing the reports.

LAY %/z//

L. Strickland, Jr.
dney Strickland and Assocxates
3050 K St. N.W .,
Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007




APPENDIX 4

Environmental and Historic Reports



| BEFORE THE o
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

- BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY -- - } . L
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- . DOCKET NO AB 6' g
IN BOTTINEAU COUNTY, ND- = (SUB. NO 439X) :

' ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Menk Drive -

P.O. Box 96157 :
Forth Worth TX 76161 0057

By: SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND JR
"ELIZABETH E. WAITE
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street, NN-W.,
Suite 101 '
" Washington, DC 20007
(202) 338-1325 '

.Atlm neys for BNSF Razlway Company

DATED: June 5, 2006



o  BEFORETHE
- SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

g .__,.BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --

° ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- " DOCKET NO. AB-6
- INBOTTINEAU COUNTY,ND o ~ (SUB. NO. 439X)

. '.‘ENVI’RO‘NMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS
(49 CE.R. 11057 AND 49 CF.R. 11058)

. 'Pursuant to 49 C F. R § 1105 7 and § 1105 8, BNSF Railway Company (BNSF)
- (_refetred to as “A_p_phcant’,’) hereby files Env1ronmental and H‘lsltonc‘Reports. These '
Repotts‘ eonsti_tute Applieent’-s essessment of the en'.vir‘onmen'tal effects and historic effects' }
of 'ab'a'ndonment ot' »tail serviee on the in’vo]Ved rail line Persons who review these'
o —',Repons are entltled to prov1de comments to the Surface Transportatlon Board (STB),
I' "Sectlon of Envxronmental Analy51s (SEA) 1925 K Street, N.W., Suxte 500, Washmgton _
: DC 20423 There is 1nformat10n in the Apphcant s ﬁles to 1ndlcate that the rail hne
B _covered by these Reports does not contam a federally granted nght of—way See 49
: C. F R § 1152. 60(d) These Reports have been ‘prepared in conjunction w1th the
vprospectwe ﬁlmg ofa Nottce ‘of Exemption for abandonment of thd involved r_all line.
STB tegulati.ons proyide that the Noti_ee of Exemption' eanno_t be ﬁled until at least 20

days after these Reports are submitted.



I
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
(49 C.F.R.1105. 7)

‘The following information is submitted to the STB by BNSF in :act:ordance' wrth
- the Board s reportmg requirements as set forth in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7 for the purpose of
' assrstmg the Board's preparatlon of an env1ronmental document regarding BNSF‘s Notice
of Exemptlon seekmg authority to abandon 1 1 90 miles of railroad hne between BNSF |
" ‘Milepost 40.10, near Bottmeau and Milepost 52 00, near Souris, in: Bottineau County, ‘_ |

North Dakota (the “Lme”)

(l) Proposed Action and Alternatives: Describe the proposed action, 1ncludmg
- commodities transported, the planned dlSpOSltlon (if any) of any rail line and other . -
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action.
. Include a readable detailed map and drawmgs c]early delineating the pro_]ect '

BNSF seeks to abandon thls.Line. The proposed abandonment may
include removal of all rails and ties, including all bridg.es and structures. There -
‘are eight (8) bridges onthe Line and BNSF is not aware of any other str,iuctu_res.
A map of the Line is attachedas”EXhibit A.
' (2j'Transportation Svstem Desc'ribe,the effect of the Vpropos’ed 'a"_ction.on: S
regional or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic -

(passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a
result of the proposed action. :

. The proposed abando_nnient _tyill have no effect on existing transportation.
sy'stem_s or pattems a's.there has been no local traffic on the Line for oVer‘ 'two.- |
“years and there is no overhead traffic t_o be rerouted.v
(3) Land Use:
(i) Based on consultation with local and/01 regronal plannmg agenmes '

and/or review of the official planmng documents prepared by such agencies, state. -
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe

(U8



o any mconsrstencws

The proposed abandonment should not be inconsistent with local or

o reglonal land ‘use plans The Bottmeau County Commrssroners indicate that;

- VZ“Verdean Kveum Cha1rman of the Bottmeau County Commlssroners mstructed a
| . "letter_be se}ntt 'tndlcatlng --th'e__prbposed action is conslstent with local landuse '

- B plans_’; : 'See 'Enhibit B ' letter. from '_Mae-,' Strei ch, County VAuditor,v Bottineau
' “.County Commrssroners o

| Also the North Dakota Department of Transportanon (“NDDOT”) V'

‘ v'responds “In regard to your questrons concemmg local land use plans, local land:

. use is not generally within the purv1ew of NDDOT We are not presently
planmng any s_tate.hrghway relo‘catlon-pr_OJects m_the'above referenced'area._” See
B .Exhibit C,.-letter_ fro_m l30b J ohnSton,'R'ail Planner, North Dakota Department of |

' Transportation; |

: (u) Based on consultatton w1th the U. S. So11 Conservation Service, state |
the effect of the proposed actlon on any pnme agriculture land.

The p’ropdsed abandonment should have no effe_ct on prime agricultural B

lands. The Natural 'Resources Conservation Service (“NRCS”™) (formerly known
: - i
- as the U.S. Soil Conservatron Serv1ce) states, “It appears that most, if not all, of -

; the prOJect 1mpacts wrll take place in the extstmg ratlroad right- of—way » NRCS
‘ ‘ also makes the followmg comments: ‘

1. To the extent possrble all natural drainage patterns should be ,
maintained. Land use that may be affected durlng abandonment should be
returned to the original land use cover.

2. If the railroad road bed is removed, spoil.should not be p]aced in
wetlands or natural watercourses. The local NRCS district conservationist
_in each county can provide wetland inventory maps as needed. Erosion
control measures should bein effect during all periods of road bed



‘removal activities. » -

3. This project should have ne 51gn1ﬁcant impact on ex1st1ng soﬂ and

water conservatlon practlces in the area. :

Inregard to the Farmland Protect1on Pohcy Act (“FPPA”) the NRCS
mdlcates “NRCS has a major respons1b1hty with the F armland Protectlon POlle
‘Act (FPPA) in documentmg convers1on of farmland (1 e. prlme statew1de -
| 1mportance ‘and local 1mportance) to non- agrlcultural use: Your proposed‘prvOJect '
.18 commmed to’ bu1ldmg expansxon development on the exxstmg hentage tounsm .
site where-FPPA does not apply; there_fore, no fnr.ther action is needed. . 'See >
Exhibit D,l_et.ter- from _'J j‘R. Flo’res,‘-S.tate Consefvatienist;-Natural Reslourees:_;_
] Conservat_ion Service; .‘ BNSF is sendingva copy of this ‘R,e'port to all'the 'aboyg_ o
'mentioned agencies | |

(111) If any actlon affects land or water uses within a de51gnated coastal
zone, include the coastal zone information required by § 1105.9 . ‘

N/A

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or knet the
right-of-way is suitable for alternative publlc use under 49 U S. C § 10906 and
explain why. : :

The prOpesed '_abandonment may be suitable forx alternative public -uée_‘
_althongh’ BNSF receined no eemr_nent's‘ indicating in._teresvt.in altematiie publ1c _.us.'e; -
“at this time. As noted above, the N-DDOT is “not presently planninga'n’y state -'
 highway relocation projects in'vthe aboverefereneed area.” See Exhibit C, letter
l"rom Bob Johnston, .Rail Plannér’, North Dakota Deparlrnent of Transport_‘atl‘on.'
| Also, the Bottineau Ceunty Commissioners offered no comments as te the
. whether the li gnt;ofsWay'is suitable for alternative publie use.. See-,_E.Xhibit-Bv, -

letter from Mae Streich, County Auditor, Bottineau County Commissioners.



. (9 Energy:
e (1) Descrlbe the effect of the proposed actlon on transportatlon of energy
resources o : :

; There a’re_no:known recoVerable energ'y'res'ourCes' along the‘Line.g_ There
hasbeenno localtrafﬁc on the Line for over two yearsand' there ismo overhead.
B .t'raf_ﬁ'_e_ to be irero_uted. e

',.‘ (if) Descrlbethe eff“'e:et'of the lp_roposed aetion onrecyclable cornrnodities.

: Thrs abandonment will not adversely aft‘eet nrovement or recovery of "
:reeyolabl'e conrnrodities as there has be_en no local traffic on the line for over two
years and rt.here is nohoyerhe'ad traffic to-be rerouted. ‘

(iii) State whether the proposed action will. result in an 1ncrease or
‘ decrease in overall energy efﬁcrency and explain why.

- This abandc‘mrnent will n_o_t result in‘an increase or decrease in overall
energy efficiency as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over two years
and there is no 0verh'ead traffic to be rerouted. -

(iv) If the proposed action will cause drversrons from rail to motor camage

of more than:
(A) 1,000 ra1l carloads a year, or

(B) An average of 50 rail car]oads per mile per year for any part of .
“the affected line, quantify the resulting net change inithe energy
consumption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the
- ﬁgure glven : :

There will be no diversions of traffic as there has been no local-trafﬁc on
“the Line for over two years and there is no overhead traffic to be rerouted. -

(5) Air:
(i) If the proposed action will result in either:

(A) An increase 'in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured ingross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any
segment of the hne effected by the proposed or



(B) An increase in ra11 yard activity of at least 100% (measured by g
carload activity), or _

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a-day on any affected road segment
quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions. :

The action will not result _intrteeting or exceeding the spec1ﬁedthresholds '
| Moreove,r,»the action will hOt involve an in‘crease m t.r'uck. traffic of more than |
10%or S0 vehicles a day on any affeeted road se.g_r'nent- as there' has bee_n no loeal |
 traffic on the Line for over two years and'there is no oyethead traffic to be -
rerouted.

(i1) If the proposed actlon affects a Class | or: nonattainment area under -
the Clean Air Act, and W1ll result in either:

(A) An increase in rall tr'afﬁc of at least 50% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any
segment of rail line, or

(B) An increase in rail yard actmty of at least 20% (measured by
car]oad act1v1ty) or

) An average increase in truck traffic or more than 10% of'the
average daily traffic of 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment then.
state whether any expected increased emissions are within the parameters
established by. State Implementation Plan. However, for a rail - : ,
construction under 49 U.S.C.-§ 10901 (or 49°U.S.C. § 10505) orina case
involving the remstltutlon of service over a previously abandoned line,
only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.’ ‘

The action will not re_sult in meeting or exceeding the specified _th‘resholds.
_vMoteover, the proposed abandonment ,w‘i]]‘not result‘v in an increase ot’ rail or trdc_k
traffic as there has been no local trafﬁe'on the Lipe for over two years and 'tﬁete_ is
nooverhead- trafﬁc'.to be rerouted. | |

- (iii) If the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen
~ oxide and Freon) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the



freqUeney of service; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the
'apphcant’s safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and

- ‘spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental SplllS and the likelihood of an

i} acc1dental release of ozone depletmg materlals in the event of a COlllSlOIl or-

N "dera1lment

: The‘ pr'opo’sed-‘ abandonment will not affect the transportation of_ ozone
. V.'depletmg materlals

_ (6) Nonse If any of the thresholds identified in item (5) (1) of th1s sect1on are
surpassed state whether the proposed action will cause:

(1) An 1ncremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more,
- N/A .

(i1) An increase to a noise level of 65 decrbels Ldn or greater If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences,
,retlrement communmes and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the
noise mcrease for those receptors if the thresholds are Surpassed.

N/A

(7) Safety:

) Descrlb.e any effects of the proposed act1on on pubhc health and safety
(including vehicle d,elay time at railroad’ crossings). :

' | ThlS abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or public

B safety. There are founeen (14) public crossings_rand‘e‘ight -(8).private‘ erosslngs on
the Line; ‘During salyage operations, if any may be required, precautio‘ns will be |

_ taken to ensure publicb safety, and contractors will be required ‘to satisfy all
applioable health and safety laws and regulat‘ions‘

, (11) If hazardous materlals are expected to be transported, identify: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being
transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety
practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the’
éxtent available) on derailmients, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency

- plans to deal with accidental spills, and the l1ke11hood of and accidental release of
: hazardous materials. -



* The abandonment will not result in the transportation of hazardous SR

- materials.

_ (i) If there are any known hazardous waste site or sites where there have
been known hazardous materials spills on the ri ight- -of-way; identify the location
of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved. :

" There is no known hazar_dous waste site or sites where there hav'e_;be_'en’ -
" known hazardouS materials spills on the right-of-way.

(8) Blologlcal Resources: ' : : SRR
(1) Based on consultation with the U. S Fish and Wildlife Servrce state

. Whether the proposed action is hkely to adversely affect endangered or threatened o

species or areas de51gnated asa critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.

' The U.S. F ish and Wildhfe Service (“F WS’.’) provided comments and
‘recovmmen‘dations as to where there:are-F.WS property interests to b'e.a‘voided and f
that if all the work to be performed .during' the proposed raiIWay abandonment"isr
conducted within the ,exiéting railroad right-of-way; no perrrlit will be requir'e'd, N ..
from FWS. FWS then indicated it is not aware of any federaily endangered and T

threatened species that fr_equent the project area at this time.

To minimize disturbance to fish and wildlife resources in the prOJect area, V

“the FWS prov1ded the followmg recommendations

~ Avoid construction in Boundary Creek during the fish migration and
spawning period from April 15— June 1. S

. Make no stream channel alterations or changes in drainage patterns

e Defer the timlng of construction to late summer (after July 15) or fall so
as not to disrupt waterfowl or other wildlife durmg the nesting. season
and to avoid high water conditions. »

¢ Install and maintain appropriate erosion control measures to reduce |
~sediment transport to adjacent wetlands and stream channels.

e Reseed disturbed areas with a mixture of native grass and forb spe01es

Fmal]y, F WS gave instructional mformatlon as to when the “Responsible



Federal Agency” should request section 7 consultatlon See Exhrblt E letter from

- _'Jeffrey K Towner Freld Superv1sor North Dakota Field Ofﬁce u. S Fish and

e ":Wlldhfe Servwe

‘ Additionaily, the NOrth Dakota Parks and Recreation (“NDPR”) indli'cates.:
| .“__Th'_e: North :I.j"akota Natural Heritage 'Invento_ry has limited rare ’sp’ecies |
' 'information;fro_rn the _proje'ct area. ‘For 'your information, we do have records for
R 'the occurrence"of'Hesperia docotae ('Dakot‘a skipper) in a section adjacent to the
.‘ | pI‘O_] ect area 1nd1oatmg that the habltat in the brOJect area may be suited for thlS
..spe01es or other rare, threatened sensitive or endangered species.” See Exhibit F _
letter_from 'Jesse Hansen, Coordmator, Plannmg and Natural Resources D1vtsron, v‘
North- Dakota Parks and Recreati_on. :

(11) State whether wﬂdhfe sanctuaries or refuges National or State parks
or forests will be affected, and descrlbe any effects

The National Park Service (“Service’ ) has rev1ewed the prOJect in relation
to any possrhle conflicts with the Land and Water Conservatlon Fund and the
* Urban Park and Recreat-lon Recovery programs and ﬁnds. there are-none. vThe‘
Service ha_s_.no_ add-rtiona] cvomments at this time. See Exhtpit G, letter frorrr
‘_ Robert M’aydwell‘ Grants Managernent Avssistant,‘ Partnerships—Grants,' Midwest
Reglon Natlonal Park Service: o | o

NDPR adds “The pI‘O_]CCt as defined does not affect state park lands that
. we manage or _Land and Water Conservatlon.F und recreation »prO_]eCtS that we
coordinate.” See Exhibit F, letter from Jesse Hansen, Coordinator, Planning and
‘Natural Re‘sonrces' Dtvtsion, North Dakota Parks and Recreation.

- The Bureau of LandManagement (“BLM”) states, “The BLM does not
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| have any w11d11fe concerns w1th the proposed actlon »? See Exhlblt H electromc‘ o
correspondence from Trm Zachmerer erdhfe Blologist North- Dakota Fleld
. Ofﬁce, Bureau of Land Management. | |
(9) Water: |
K (i) Based on consultatron wrth State water quahty ofﬁcrals state‘\ivhether

the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local :
water quality standards. Descrrbe any inconsistencies. ~ .

The proposed exemptron will be consrstent wrth applicab]e Federal State -
~or Jocal water quallty standards The North Dakota Ofﬁce of the State Englneer -
(“NDOSE”) m_cheates: “It- does not appear from the mformatron provided that the
prOJ ect will impact soverergn lands managed by the State Engrneer nor requrre an’
approved constructron permrt ora permrt to drain. In performmg the- stated work -
it is recommended that no _materla_ls be r_noved or placed within existing
~ waterways. AdditiO‘nally, an'jf'remnant bridge pi]ings_should be removed, or cut to .
grade so that they do not serve to coilect debris o_r otherwise obstru_ct the drainage
of surface waters.” See Exhibit 1, letter from Julie Prescott, Regulatory Sect1on
_ State of North Dakota, Ofﬁce of the State Engmeer
| | The North Dakota.D_epar_tment of Health_(“NDPH”) states, “This
department believes that environmental impacts from;the proposed c0nstn'1cti0n‘willi R
be minor and can be controlled by proper construction methods.” ANDPVH' then .
offered'speciﬁc means and:methods to:minimize environmenta] impacts. |
ND-PH also indicates it oWns_no land in or adjacent to the proposed S i
“improvements; it has ‘no projects schedu]ed in the area; and it believes the
proposed‘activiti'es are consistentwith the State lmp]ement'_ation Plan for the .

Control of Air Polluti,on for the State of North Dakota. See Exhibit J, letter from -



L Dav1d Glatt P E Chref Env1ronmental Health Sectlon North Dakota B

U Department of Health

(u) Based on consultatlon with the U.s. Army Corps of Engmeers state

L .,‘whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are

. © ‘required for the proposed-action and whether any designated wetlands or lOO -year
: ﬂood plalns W1ll be affected Descrlbe the effects. :

The proposed abandonment wrll not requlre a Sectlon 404 permrt The

- -‘:: _._U S. Army Corps of Engmeers (“CORPS”) states “The rallroad line was
.‘_constructed across Boundary Creek four (4) trlbutarles to Boundary Creek, Stone
| Creek in three (3) locatlons a trlbutary to Stone Creek and several adjacent

wetlands wh1ch \are Junsdlctlona] waters subject to regulatlon under Sect1on 404

| : of the Clean Water Act Sectlon 404 regulates the dlscharge of dredged or fill

materral 1nto Ju_rrsdrct_lonal. waters_. Based on the information provided,

| speciﬁ'cally ‘No placemeht-of dredge or fill r.naterial' in dny rinl‘arzd waterWays is

anticipat_ea’ to result Jfrom abandonmént and/or-snlvage ', the proposed activity is '

not subJ ect to DA regulatory author1t1es Therefore no permit is required from

. .the Corps of Engmeers Although a DA pemnt w1ll not be required for the

‘ prolect; thls-determmatron does not ehmmate the requ1rement for you to obtain

| .‘any other appllcable Federal state tribal or local permits .als |requrred See.

Exhibit K, letter from Danlel-E. C1-marost1; Regulatory Program Mana_ger, North

. Dakota Regulatory'Office, Om'aha_vD_is‘t'rict Corps of Engineers. | |

In regard to desi gnated wetlands, the FWS offers the followi.ng comments:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service administers Waterfow] Production Area
fee title as well as wetland and grassland easements throughout North
* Dakota. A review of its county plat maps (photocopy enclosed) indicates
~ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service property interests (wetland easements-
hlghlrghted in yellow) located in the plannmg area...The FWS requrres that
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all wetlands under its Jurisdlction be avoided during prOJect constructlon
‘when possible. If all the work to be performed during the proposed rallway
abandonment is conduced within the existing railroad right- of-way, no - .
permit will be required from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Spe01al Use _' :
or right-of-way permits will be necessary for any construction resultmg in-
impacts to wetlands protected by easements. : R

See Exhibit E, letter from Jeffrey K. Towner Field Superv1sor North Dakota g
Field Ofﬁce U S. Flsh and Wildlife Serv1ce k.
‘The proposed ‘abandonment should.not affect any 10(‘)-'yearvﬂood plams The '
_ B"ottin'eau County_ R_oads.Departnient_ states: “l‘he proposed"abandonr_nent as . S
stated in your'letter of January 6,-2006 will have no effect on any '100’.y'ear |
ﬂoodplains See Exhibit L, electromc correspondence from Robert Indv1k

Bottmeau County Road Supermtendent Bottineau County Roads Department

Also, the NOrth 'D'akotaState Wate_r Commission commen_ts as to whet_he_r :
100-year flood 'plain'_s will be affected by stating: “Encl_osed are parti'al co_pies‘vof
_the City‘ of Bottineau l:lood’ Insurance Rate Map dated September 28, 1979, and "
the City of Souris F lood Insurance Rate Map dated March 18, 1986, that depict ‘

the 100-year ﬂoodplain where the BNSF .Railway Company‘_ track has .b‘een
| proposed to be removed Prior to construction activity in the 100- year ﬂoodplain
BNSF should apply for a Non- Buildmg Floodplam Development Perrmt to each
_ | Clty S ﬂoodpl_am admim‘strator_.” The North Dakota State Water, Comrn15$1on also
: enclosed a copy of the permit application. See Exhibiti M, letter from.Bruce :
. Lange, Water Resource Program Administrator, North Dakota State Water o o
~ Commission. |
(iii) State \vhether permits u'nder'Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33

. U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed-action. (Applicants should contact
the U.S. Env1ronmental Protectlon Agency or the state environmental protect1on



or e'qui__v'alent agency if they are unsure whether such permits are reduired).
i A permit under"SeCtion 402 of the ‘Clea'n Water Act may be required for
s he proﬂposed actlon The NDOSE 1nd1cates “Sectlon 402 rules are admmrstered
o by the EPA therefore -you may wish. to contact thelr reglonal ofﬁce rn Denver for
fmore 1nformat10n regardmg the Natlonal Pollutron Dlscharge Elimination System

, per_mlt ab,out whrch y.'ou mqurred_. You 'may.also wish to contact the North Dakota
" . ‘Department'bf_‘-Healthj to‘ ensure compliance yvithstate water quality standards,
B an:d the Botti’neau County Water Resource District for any local concerns' copies

: of your letter wrll be forwarded to both- entities for their revrew > ‘See Exhibit I,

. ‘letter from Juhe Prescott Regulatory Section, State of North Dakota, Ofﬁce of the
.State Engmeer . |

._ The US Enyironmental ]E:’rotec'ti.on Agency (“.EP-A”) issued no pOsition as
.to whether 'permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act would be required
for'the p‘roposed_ actio'n. EP_A merely provided contact-information as to whether
SCCUOI‘I 402 permlts may be requrred 'BNSF has contacted the recommended
B agency as mdrcated below See Exhibit N letter from Curt A McCorm1ck
Pretreatment Coordmator U. S Envrronmental Protectxon Agency, Regron 8.
“As recommended by the EPA BNSF contacted the state of North Dakota,

Department of Health L. David Glatt responded on behalf of NDPH. He states,
- “This department beheves that environmental impacts from the proposed
_construction-wi]vl_' be minor and can-be controlled »by proper construction
methods.” NDPH also indicates: -

Projects disturbing one or more acres are required to have a-permit to
discharge storm water runoff until the site is stabilized by the

14



reestabhshment of vegetatlon or other permanent cover. Further SR
information on the storm water permit may-be obtained from the

Department’s website or-by callmg the Division of Water Quahty (701-‘,:. L |

328-5210). ‘Also, cities may impose additional requirements and/or

specific best management practices for construction affecting their storm :
drainage system. Check with the local officials to be sure any local storm o
water management consrderatlons are addressed. A

See Exhibit J, Ietter from L. David Glatt, P.E., Chlef Env1ronmental -

Health Sectlon North Dakota Department of Health

(10) Proposed Mmgatlon Describe any actions that are proposed to mltlgate .
__ adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is

appropriate.

The prol ect 1tself should mrtlgate the env1ronmental effects of relnstatmg L

active rail operatlons.
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-
HISTORIC REPORT
(49 CFR.11058) -

S Appllcants hereby submlt the followmg 1nformat10n requxred by 49 CF. R §

©1108. 8y

o There ..are.no federally bgranted rights of way involved.

(1) A Us. G S topographzc map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and
. sujj“ czently detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of
' the proposed actzon) showing the location of the proposed action, and the
- locations and approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 -
S years old or older and are part of the proposed action; -
The requlred topographlc map is attached to this’ Report as Exhibit A.

(2) A wrztten descrzptzon of the right-of-way (mcludzng approximate widths, to the
extent known) and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of
the surroundzng area; : :

The Llne.ls" approx1rhate]y-, 11.90 myifles long ahd goes from vyest of , -v

* Bottineau to vSou-r'is- through rural N"ofth Dakota. In 2000, Bottineau had a

populatlon of 2 336 Souris is not an mcorporated town. The adJacent property is -

generally ﬂat w1th some 1rregular1t1es Wheat and. barley are primary crops grown
:‘m thls:rur_al_ a_rea.' »_ The right of way yarles frohl,‘.l 00 to 150 feet-_m‘w1dth exceptat
o _ -Sooris where the figh_t of Way is 200 fe'et wide for app'rox}i‘mately.,l 400 feet.,_

(3) Good qualzty photographs (actual photographzc prints, not photocopies) of-
railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the
immediately surroundzng area; :

Photographs of eight (8) brldges are attached as Exhibits O- l—O 24,
Brldge 40.40 is a railroad br1dge in or near Bottineau, ND. It is near _

M]]epost 40. 40 Th]S brldge is 138 feet ong, 27 feet hlgh and is an open deck

* timber trestle brldge W1th 10 pane]s See Exhibits O-1—0-3.
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Br1dge 40. 80 isa ra1lroad br1dge in or near Bottlneau ND. It 1s near

Mllepost 40.80. ThlS brldge is 125 feet long, 26 feet hlgh and is an open deck_‘_'_...:. _. R

. timber trestle bndge w1th 9 panels See Exh1b1ts 0-4—0- 6
Bndge 42. 20 is a railroad brldge in or near Bottmeau ND. It is nee.r
| MllepOSt 42. 20 This bndge is 70 feet long, 1 l feet hlgh and is an open deck -
' tlmber trestle bridge with 5’ panels See Exh1b1ts 0-7—0- 9, |
| Bridge 44.30.is.a rallroad b_rl_dg_e in or near Bottlne_au, ND. Itis near -
” Milepost 44.30. /T.hls:'bric‘i'ge is 1‘1"1 feet long, 19 l“eet high,‘-an’d is an'open deck" '
timber fresﬂe bridge with g panels. See Exhiolts. O-I 0—0-12.
Bridge 45. 10isa raierad.b.r'idge in.or neer Bottineau, ND. It is_'neer o
| Milepost 45.10. | This bridge is 152 fe’et‘long,- 25 feet high, and is an open deek
timber trestle with 11° panels See Exhibits O-13—0-15. B
Brldge 47. lO isa railroad brldge in or near Bottineau, ND Itis near
Milepost 47.10. Th1s brldge 1s 41 feet long, 7 feet high, and is an open deck .
- t1mber trestle with 3’ panels See Exhibits O-16—0-18. N
Brldge 47 70 is a rallroad brldge in.or near Bottlneau ND. It is near . B
MlleOSt 47. 70 This’ brldge is 96 feet long, 17 feet high, and is an open deck -
Umber trestle w1th 7 panels See EXhlbltS O 19——0 21. |
- Bridge 49.60.is a railroad brldge in or near Bottineau, ND. It is near R
'Milepost 49.60.' This l)ridge is 69 feetlong, 9 feet hlgh, and isan op’en-dec'k' :

“timber trestle with 5’ panels. See Exhibits O-22—0-24.

(4) The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of -
any major alterations, to the extent such information is known; -
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' .B‘ridge_’40.40'. It was built in 1964. It is unknown whether or not there has
- :be'.e_n"s‘ivg_ni‘ﬁca_..nt al‘teration to the bridge structure‘ sinee that time.
Brldge 40 80 It was- bullt in 1964. It is unknown whether or not there has

- v been 51gn1ﬁcant alteratlon to the br1dge structure since that time.

'_ Brldge 42 20 It was bu1]t in 1953 Itis unknown whether or not there has

o been 51gmﬁcant alteratlon to the brldge structure sirice that trme

Brldge 44, 30 It was built in 1964, It is: unknown whether or not there has
" been 51gn1ﬁcant alteratlon to the brldge structure since that t1me

2 Br_idge_.45;1-‘0. 'It was built in 1962. It is 'unkno_wn whether or not there has
been significant alteration to the bridge structure since that time.

‘Bridge 47.10. It was built in 1985. It is unknown whether or not there has
~ been 'signiﬁcant alteration to the bridge structure since that time.
Bridge 47.70. It was built in 1966. It is unknown whether or not there has-
. been significant alteration to the bridge structure Vsi'nc‘e that time.
" Bridge 49.60. It was built in1966. It is unknown whether or not there has
" been significant alteration to the bridge structure since that time.
(5) A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an |

explanation of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the
proposed action;

" The corridor was acqu1red by the Great Northern Railway (GN)
between 1900 and 1905 In 1970, the GN merged 1nto the Burlington

Northern Railroad (BN). In ]995,-_ BN merged with the Atchison, Topeka and
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Santa Fe Rallway Company to become The Burhngton Northem and Santa o
Fe Railway Company (BNSF) In 2005 BNSF changed 1ts name to BNSF o
. Railway. -
 (6) A brief Summary of e’ocuments in the carrier 's possesszon such ds o SR

engineering drawings, that nght be useful in documenttng a structure :
that is found to be hzstorzc ' . L

- Documents in BNSF’s_possession concerning this abandonment’ -
may include alignment maps showing th_e right-of-way and/or station

; maps. Such documents are too large for practical r'eproduetion in this -

report, but can be furnished upon request, if they are available.

(7) An opinion (based on readily a_veilable information zn the railroad's
possession) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places. (36 CFR 60.4), and .
whether there is a likelihood of drcheological resources or any other
previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and the basis for
these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic -
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities);

The State Hvi'storical -Society of North Dakota states, “‘We would“concm
w1th a ﬁndmg of ‘No Hlstorlc Proerties Affected if requested by the federal lead

- agency. ”-See EXh]blt 0, ]etter from Merlan E. Paaverud Jr, State Hlstonc

-Preservation O_fﬁcer (North Dakota), State Historical Society'of North Dak_ota_;

. (8) A description (based on readily available information in the-railroad's

- possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, .

_environmenial conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the

_archeological recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence

: of toxic wastes), and the surrounding terrain. -

-There 'are no known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill,

environmental conditions that might affect the archeological recovery of

resources and the surrounding terrain.
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~ Respectfully submitted,

- SIDNEY. STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES

- 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101
- Washington, DC 20007 e
(202) 338-1325 B

o Attorneys for BNSF Rallway Company

| ‘-"--DATED JuneS 2006°
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BOTTINEAU COUNTY
NORTH DAKOTA :

COUNTY OFFICERS v
County Auditor : " - 'Mae Streich
County Treasurer © * ..~ - Evelyn'Kalk .
County Recordeér - Helen Christenson.
County Sheriff -+ *"Steve Watson
State’s Attorney. S A Swain Benson - .
Clerkof Courts - . Rhonda langehaug - B
Supenntendent of Schools Dwane Getzlaff - §
Tax Director/Zoning Adm. ~ Lisa Peterson - °
Social Services” | - Mary Rothmann’
9-1-1 Coordinator .~ "~ - " Terry Volk
Disaster Emergency : Rlchard Hummiel
Veteran's Service Officer Dwnght Nahlnurk-'f o ' . -
Road Supenntendent 7+ -Robert Indvik’ B . 314 West Fifth. Street
Official Newspaper. - -* . Courant. . . . Bottineau, North Dakota 58318
ce ' ' o ' ‘Fax (701) 228-3658/5181 =
March 8, 2006 s

» Sxdney Strlckland Jr o
'~ Sidney Strickland and Assoc1ates PLLC
3050 K St N.W. Suite: 101
3 Washmgton DC 20007-5108

) RE STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 439X) BNSF Railroad Company
' Abandonment Exemptlon - 1n Bottmeau County, ND

g Dea'r Mr. Stric'klan’d ' Jr'.:

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

157 District . DavidC.larson
: Willow City, ND 58384
2 District Dennis Kittleson - -
Bottineau, ND 58318
3" District David Bemstein
S " Souris, ND 58783
4" Distrit - Verdean Kveumn
. ‘ Souris, ND 58783
5% Distrit - Fred Tyler

Lansford, ND 58750

EXHIBIT B

| -vVerdean Kveum, Chalrman of the Bottineau County Comm1ss1oners instructed a letter be

sent 1nd1cat1ng the proposed actlon is consistent with local use plans.

' Sincer'ely yours,

_ Mae Strel_ch ' o :
- County Auditor ’ ' _ o



Nerth Dakot&

David A. Sprynczynatyk PE. ' o : Iohn Hoeven -
Director : S N Go,vemor»
. Ja'nu'ary1‘0, 2006 ‘ _V - - , R EXHIBIT VC:’

Sldney Strickland’ and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. NW, Suite 101 .
Washlngton DC 20007-5108

. 8TB DOCKET NO AB — 6 (SUB. NO. 439X) BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
"ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - '
BOTTINEAU COUNTY, ND

We have received your letter concerning the above referenced 11.90 miles of railroad line between -
Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52. 00 near Souris, in'Bottineau County, ND.

In regard to your questlons concernmg local land use plans, local land use is not generally within the -
purview of NDDOT. We are not presently plannmg any state highway relocation projects in the above
referenced area. _

if you have questlons or need more information, please do not hesnate to call me at (701) 328- 2675 or-
emall riohnsto @state.nd.us.

BOB JOHMNSTON, RAIL PLANNER

608. East Boulevard Avenue « Bismarck, l\lortr

Dakota 58505-0700
" Information: (701) 328-2500 « FA)\ (701) 328-0310 « TTY: {7C11 3284

ota
56 « www.discovernd.com/dot

Depaftment @f ’E’r&nsportatlon o



ilnited States Depar.tment of Agricu.lt'ure Y EXHIBIT D .
I\l RCS B

Natural Resources Conservatlon Servnce
. P.O.Box 1458 o ‘

o Bismarck, ND 58502-1458

- - - January 13, 2006
.SldneyL Stnckland Jr.oo ‘ R _
~ - Strickland and Assocnates PLLC

- 3050-K: St."N.W.., Suite 101 -

© Washington, DC 20007-5108.

; _v'RE STB Docket No AB 6 (Sub No 439X) BNSF Rallway Company Abandonment Exemptlon -
: Bottmeau County, ND

S Dear M. Stnckland

o Thls Ietter is in reply to your request for our review and comments regardlng the referenced actwuty

The Natural Resources Conservatlon Service (NRCS). addresses |mpacts to wetlands and farmlands at
" the field office level: It appears that most, if not all, of the project impacts will take place in the existing
* railroad right- of-way : ' : : o . »

o Wetlands 'NRCS is the lead agency for wetland delineation on agrlcultural tands, including cropland,
rangeland, and pastureland. If requested, the local NRCS office will provide a certified wetland inventory’

_for the project to be utilized in the 404 permitting process. (Note: the Corps of Engineers is the lead
‘agency for non- agrlcultural lands, 'such as urban areas.) We offer the foIIowrng comments based on the
mformatnon you provnded to us for this prOject

> 1 To the extent p055|ble all'natural dralnage patterns should be malntalned Land use that A
" may be affected during abandonment should be returned to the original land use cover. '
> 2. If the railroad road bed is removed, spoil should not be placed in wetlands or natural

watercourses. The local NRCS district conservationist in each county can provide wetland -
inventory maps as needed. Erosion control measures should be in effect during all penods of
road bed removal activities.
- » 3. This project should.have no stgnlftcant |mpact on eX|st|ng sovl and water conservatlon
' practlces in' the area.

Important Farm/ands NRCS has a major responS|b|I|ty with the Farmland Protectlon Pollcy Act (FPPA)
in documenting conversion of farmiand (i.e., prime, statewide importance, and jocal importance) to non- -
. " agricuitural use. Your proposed prolect is commltted to building expansion development on the exlstmg
- heritage | tounsm site where FPPA does not apply, therefore, no further action is needed.

: Thank you for the opportumty to review and comment on this pro;ect Should you require additional
information, discussion, or clarification, please contact Steven J. Sleler State Soil Liaison, at
(701) 530-2019 . .

Sincerely, %J\ L/p@tf :

State Conservationist

cc:

Cynthia A.. Roth DC, NRCS Bottineau, ND

Arlen A. Wingenbach, ASTC (FO), NRCS, Devils Lake ND
Donald E. Felch, Biologist, NRCS, Bismarck, ND :

The Natural'-Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a parlnershnp effort to help people
Conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources.

. An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



Unlted States Department of the Interlor

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
 Ecological Services
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501

FBI6W¢  EXHIBITE

Mr. Sidney L. Stnckland Jr.

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K Street N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108"

Dear Mr. Strickland:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife: Servrce (Service) has reviewed the BNSF Railway Compa.ny (BNSF)
- proposal to abandon a portion of railway line in Bottineau County, North Dakota. BNSF -
proposes to abandon their railway line between Mrlepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Mllepost
52.00, near Souris. The proposed abandonment may require removal of bridges and structures

and the removal of track materials such asrails and ties but the roadbed will be left intact. The ~

Service provides the following comments and recommendations under the authority of andin
accordance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq.) and the Endangered-
Specres Act (ESA) (16 U S.C. 1531 etseq.).

1 The Service admlnlsters Watertowl Production Area fee title as well as wetland and grassland
', . easements throughout North Dakota. A review of our county plat maps (photocopy enclosed)
4 \md]cates Service property interests (wetland easements highlighted in yellow) are located.in the
planning area.- .The Service makes no claim as to the accuracy or completeness of the displayed
~ information. Shaded areas depicting easement lands are for illustrative purposes only and do not

represent legal boundanes or the acreage of wetland resources. 1nc]uded in the easement eontract\

Y Thc ;:.e_rvree property mieresis aloig the proposca abaindoniient are located iin T, 163

D

i roa'rv., o 1

W., sections 27 and 34. The Service requires that all wetlands under its jurisdiction be avoided
durmg project construction when possible. If all the work to be preformed during the proposed -
‘railway abandonment is conduced within the existing railroad right-of-way, no permit will be
required from the Service. Special Use or right-of-way permits will be necessary for any
construction resulting in impacts to wetlands protected by easements. The issuance of Special
Use or right- -of-way permits are subject to the final determination’ of a refuge compatibility

review process. For Bottineau County, contact Tedd Gutzke, Pro_]ect Leader, J. Clark Salyer _

. National Wildlife Refuge, 681 Salyer Road, Upham North Dakota 58789 (701-768 2548) to
determme the need for permlts

* To minimize dlsturbance to ﬁsh and wr]dhfe 1esources in the project area ‘the Serv1ce provrdes
the fo]]owmg recommendatrons

NN 7




o ' _':Av01d constructron in Boundary Creek dunng the fish mrgratron and spawnlng penod
o }from Apnl 15.- June 1 :

. _"Make. no. stream- channel‘ alterati'ohs‘ or changes in drainage patterns.

e -Defer the trmmg of construction to late summer (after July 15) or fall so as not to dlSI’Llpt
} 'waterfowl or other w11d11fe dunng the nestmg season and to avoid high water conditions.

o Install and marntam appropnate erosron control measures to reduce sedlment transportto
iadjacent wetlands and stream channels : :

e 7 Reseed drsturbed areas w1th a mlxture of native grass and forb species.

Q A list of federally endangered and threatened species that may be present wrthm the proposed
project’s area of influence is enclosed. This list fulfills requirements of the Service under
_Sectron 7 of the Endangered Specres Act. At this time, Tam not aware that any specres frequent

- the prO_] ject area. » :

oy If a Federal agency ¢ authonzes funds or carries out a proposed action, the respon51b]e Federal

7~ . agency, or its delegated agent is required to evaluate whether the action “may affect” listed
species. If the Federal agency determines the action “may affect” listed species, then the
respon31ble ‘Federal agency shall request formal'section 7 consultation with this office. If the
evaluation shows a “no effect” determination on listed species, further consultation is not
necessary. If a private entity receives Federal funding for a construction project, or if any Federal
permrt is. requlred the Federal agency may des1 gnate the fund recrplent or permittee as 1ts agent

- for purposes of section 7 consultation.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. If you requir‘e further information or
~ the project plans change, please contact Terry Ellsworth of my staff, or contact me drrectly, at

‘ (701) 250 4481, or at the letterhead address above O

: Smcerely, ,

{ e ’ E )
/’(/ {‘/ u/;,, AN I

' ’"J effrey K. Towner
Field Supervrsor
North Dakota Field Ofﬁce

Enclosures



- cc: PrOJect Leader J. Clark Salyer NWR
_(Attn: G. Erickson) : :
Dlrector ND Game & Fish Department Blsmarck
' (Attn: M. McKenna)



.~ FEDERAL THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES
e FOUND IN BOTTINEAU COUNTY
-~ NORTH DAKOTA -
- February 2006

 ENDANGERED SPECIES
: Whoopmg crane ( Grus Amencana) M1 grates through west and central counties during spnng

- and fall. Prefers to roost on wetlands and stockdams with good visibility. Young adult
summered 1n North Dakota n 1989 1990, and 1993 Total populatlon 140-150 birds.

‘Mamr“als. o
| .'Gray wo]f (Cams _p___) .. Occasmnal VISltOI' in North Dakota. Most frequently observed in the
Turtle Mountams area.
| THREATENEDSPECIES o
. .Bald eagle (Hahaeetus leucocephalus) Mlgrates spring and fall statewide but pnman]y along

the major river courses. It concentrates along the MISSOUI‘I River dring winter and 1S
~ known to nest in the ﬂoodp]am forest
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UL/ &17 4000 .UU:CO LAA (VL 040 Dovy

' Febnuary 22, 2006

AW rARDY & oo, 1554
. ; ARVIVDA

A John Hoeven, Governor -
EXHIBITF " Douglass A. Prehal, Divecror
1600 East Century Avenue, Suite 3.

Bismarck, ND 58503-0649
Phone701-328-5357
Fax'70]-328-5363 -

E~mail pdrrec@nd.gov .
www parkrec_nd,gov

s ereecsawrnoed

Sidney L. Sttickland _
Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC -
3050 K. St. N.W.,, Suite 101

Washington,; DC 20007-5108

Re: STB Dacket No. AB-6 (Sub.No. '439){)' BNSF Railway Cémpany — Abandonment Exemption = Bottincau County -
 Dear M. Strickland: |

. The North Dakota Parks and Rccrcatlon Dcpartment (NDPRD) has reviewed the above refercuced projeet’ proposal to
" abandon 11.9 miles of railroad line located in Scctions 27, 28, 29; 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, and 36, T163N, R77W; Sections

31 and 32, T163N, R76W; and Sections 4, 5, 9 10, 14 15, 23, and 24, T162N, R76W Bottineau Counry

Our agency scope of authority and cxpertise covers recreation and b1olomcal resources (in particular rare plants and ecological .
communities), The project as defined does not affcot state park lands that we manage or Land and Water Conservanon Fund
recreation pro_]m, ts that we coordinate.

The North Dakota Natural Herilage Tnvenlory has limited rare specics mformanon from the project atea. For your
information, we do have records for the occurrence of Hesperia dacotue (Dakota skipper) in a section adjacent 10 the project

_ arca’ indicating that the habitat in the project area may be suited for this specics or other rare, threatened, sensitive or

endangered specics. Pleasc see attached spreadshcet for morc specific location information,

Regarding any reclamation cflorts, we recommend that any impacted areas be reévegetated with species native to the project
area. . -~ ‘ ‘

Thank you for the opportunity (0. comment on this project. P]ez{;se' contact Kathy Duttenhefner (701-328-5370 or

keduttenhefner@nd. eov) of our staff il additional information is nceded.

. Smccrely, ) W
Jesse Hans:h

Coordinator o
Planning and Natural Resources Division

RUSNDNHI*162}

O‘.l-‘..l...l

Play in owr backyard!
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. SERVICE

Un1ted States Department of the Interlor (s o

-National Park Service -

Midwest Region
o - oo ) .. 601 Riverfront Drive,
S oo - Omaha Nebraska 68102-4226 .
- GS02MWRPIG) _ |

. .Mr Sldney L Strlckland Ir.
" Sidney Strickland and' Assomates PLLC
300K St. N.W. Suite 101
. _'Washlngton DC 20007 5108

FEB 0 3 2008

 Dear Mr Strxckland
: ThlS is in response to your January 6, 2006 request that the National Park Service
(NPS) respond to STB Docket No.-AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) BNSF Rallway Company-
; Abandonment Exemptlon- in Bottmeau County, North Dakota..
- We have revxewed this project in relation to any posmble conflicts w1th the Land and
. Water Conservatlon Fund and the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery programs and
ﬁnd there are none. Accordmgly, we have no additional comments at this time.

.- You may contact me at (402) 661-1546 if you have questlons or need more information.

* Sincerely,

Grants’ Management Ass1stant
Partnerships- Grants ’

TAKE PRHDE g
lNAMERICA-



l

© \[WebMail] : WebMail

i Username: Ia -

Home Compose Address Book Options Logout I voaa
e S 4 . (ian.thomas@:

@&y Inbox (6) - Message
- : . —_— ' ,
S Dratts K Delete || pelete permanently R - e Move t0 -D
§3 Deleted Items (2) . From:Sidney Strickland <sidney. strlckland@strrcklandpllc com> S
B9 Sent ) . o To:lan Thomas <lan. Thomas@strlcklandpllc com> ’

. Subject:FW: BNSF Rallway Cor_npany
Date:13-Jan-06 07: 17 AM

1 _ Forward

Reply . 5 oo Reply-All " L Pre

Iane Text :

Bottmeau Response from Bottmeau County ND
Srdney

' —-~-Ongma| Message—---— o

- From: Tim_Zachmeier@bim.gov [mallto Trm Zachmeler@blm gov]
Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2006 1:08 PM
To: sidney.strickland@stricklandplic.com
Subject: BNSF Railway Company

Mr. Strickland

We are in receipt of your Ietter dated January 6, 2006 concermng BNSF -
"~ Railway Company Abandonment Exemptlon ( STB Docket No AB-6 [Sub No
- 439X] . _
)-in Bottineau, County ND The BLM does not have any W|IdI|fe concerns ‘
with the proposed action. . _

If we can be of any further assrstance please do not hesitate to contact
me at the number below . :

~ Thank you for the opp.ortunity to comment.

T " Sincerely,
Add Folder | T

Edit Folder | Tim Zachmeier
- ~ " Wildlife Biologist

- North Dakota Field Office
701227 7749

_ Search all folders

Search'Inbox

Go
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_EXHIBITT

. State of North Dakota
JER Office of the State Engineer

900 EAST BOULEVARD AVE. » BISMARCK, ND 58505-0850
" 701-328-2750 ¢ FAX 701-328-3696 * www.swc.state.nd.us

| Jomuary 26,2006

| : SxdneyL Strlckland Ir =

- Sidney Strickland and Assocrates PLLC -

3050 K: Street Su1te 101 -
Washmgton DC 20007 5108

3 Dear Mr Strlckland

. We have recelved your notlﬁcatlon dated January 6, 2006, in Wh]Ch you indicate that it is' the
intention of the BNSF Rallway Company to abandon 11.9 miles of railroad line between Milepost

40, 10, ‘near Bottineau, ND, and Milepost 52.00, near Souris, ND. This project may entail the

removal of bridges, structures, and track materials, and it is anticipated that the railbed will be left
- intact.. Your letter requests comments from this agency - regarding -the proposed rall line
= abandonment :

It does not-appear from the information provided that the project will impact sovereign lands
managed by the State Engmeer nor require an approved construction permit or a permit to drain. In -
performing the stated work; it.is recommended that no materials be moved or placed within existing
‘waterways.. Addmonally, any remnant bridge pilings should be removed or cut to grade so that they
do not serve to collect debris or otherw:se obstruct the dramage of surface waters.

_Sectlon 402 rules are admm1stered by- the EPA; therefore, you ‘may w1sh, to contact their regional
* office in Denver for more information regarding the National Pollution Discharge Elimination
- System permit about which you inquired. . You may also wish to contact the North Dakota
- Department. of Health to ensure compliance with state water quality standards, and the Bottineau
County. Water Resource Dlstrlct for any local concems; coples of your letter will be forwarded to
both entities for thelr review. - :

AYou may contact me at 701-328- 4868 if you have any questions regardmg thls correspondence or
'would like to further discuss the permlttmg reqmrements of this agency.

Julie Prescott ~
Regulatory Section
 jsp/1267

c: Bottineau Co. WRD -
| NDDOH '



- . . ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SECTION
. o S - Gold Seal Center; 918 E. Divide Ave,
é NORTH DAKOTA - ‘Bismarck, ND 58501-1947..
é DEPARTMENT of HEALTH o : : 701.328.5200 (fax):. -

: o ' : . ~ ' ' ‘www.ndhealth.gov "

January 24, 2006

" Mr. Sidney- L. Strickland, Jr.

Sidney Strickland & Assoc., PLLC

' 3050 K Street NW, Suite 101

Y

' -Washmgton DC 20007- 5 108

_Re‘:' 'STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 439X) BNSF Railway Co.-
Proposed Rallroad Abandonment Bottmeau County

. Dear Mr Stnckland

Thls department has reviewed the 1nformatlon conceming’ the above- referenced project submltted '

. under date of J anuary 6, 2006 with respect to possible env1ronmenta1 impacts. .-

Thls department beheves that environmental 1mpacts from the proposed constructlon will be
minor and can be controlled by proper constructlon methods. With, respect to construction, we
have the followmg comments: : : : :

1. Al necessary measures must be taken to minimize fugitive dust emissions created during
construction activities. Any complaints that may ar1se are to be dealt'with in an efﬁ01ent and
~ effective manner. :

2. -Care is to be taken during construction activity near any water of the state to minimize

adverse effects on a water body. This includes minimal disturbance of stream beds and -
banks to prevent excess siltation, and the replacement and revegetation of any dlsturbed aréa
as soon.as pOSS]b]e after work has béen completed. Caution must also be taken to prevent
_ spills of oil and grease ‘that may reach the receiving water from equipment maintenance, .
. and/or the handhng of fuels on the site. Guldelmes for- m1n1m12mg degradatlon to waterways S
during constructlon are attached :

3. "Projects disturbing one or more acres are required to have a permlt to dlscharge storm water '

‘runoff until the site is stabilized by the reestablishment of vegetation or other permanent
cover. Further information on the storm water permit may be obtained from the
Department s website or by calling the Division of Water Quality (701-328-5210). Also
cities may impose additional requirements and/or specific best management practices for
_construction affecting their storm drainage system. Check with the local officials to be sure
any local storm water management conSJderatlons are addressed. '

- Environmental Health ' Division of Division of .. Division of : Division of

Section Chief's Office - Air Quality. =~ - Municipal Facilities Waste Management . . Water Quality .

701.328.5150 © 701.328.5188 - 701.328.5211 © 701.328.5166 - " 701.328.5210

Printed on recycled paper.



'.'M;f{_sidne‘y"_L.' Strickland,Jr. 2. January 24, 2006

C 40 Care should be taken to av01d SplllS of any matenals that may. have an adverse effect on-
_ groundwater quahty All spills must be lmmedrately reported to th1s Department and
h approprlate remedral actlons performed

5. Norse from constructlon act1v1t1es may have adverse effects on persons who hve near the
~ construction area. ‘Noise levels can be minimized by ensuring that construction equipment is

-+ equipped with a recommended muffler in good workmg order. Noise effects can also be -
- . minimized by ensurmg that construction: activities are not conducted durmg early morning or
~late evemng hours ~ '

6. A11 sohd waste matenals mcludmg unuseable wood must be managed and transported in
' vaccordance with the state’s solid and hazardous waste rules: Appropriate efforts to reduce,
reuse and/or recycle waste materials are strongly encouraged. Railroad ties can be recycled
~ or shredded for fuel. As appropnate segregation of inert waste from non-inert waste can
 generally reduce the cost of waste management. Further information on waste management
- and recycling is avallable from the Department’s D1v1s10n of Waste’ Management at (701)
328- 5166 ' :

7. _ Follow Best Management Practlces dunng salvage activities to prevent dirt, construction.
debrls and waste matenal from entermg a storm dramage system or water body

8. A'ny releases of petroleum products, hazardous materials, or chemicals that may impact
human health or the environment, which are known to have occurred in the past or are
- discovered in the project area during abandonment and salvage operations, must be reported
..to the North Dakota Department of Health. The Department’ s Environmental Emergency
Response Contacts List is attached : ‘

The department owns no land in or adjacent to the proposed 1mprovements rior does it have any
projects scheduled in the area. In addition, we believe the proposed actiyities are consistent with

the State Implementatlon Plan for the Control of Air Pollution for the State of North Dakota

.'If_ you have any questions regarding our com_ments, 'p]eas_e feel free to contact this ofﬁce.
Si;eéjly, |

- Environmental Health Section

LDG:cc.
Attach.



\ S - ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SECTION':,};
Gold Seal Center, 918 E. Divide Ave. -/}

| NORTH DAKOTA S Bismarck, ND 58501-1947
DEPARTMENTof HEALTH o 5 o 701_328_5200(@,0_,

- www.ndhealth.gov.. ..’

Construction and Environmental Disturbance Reg’uirement’_’s'_-_i.%

: These represent the minimum requrrements of the North Dakota Department of Health
- They ensure that minimal environmental degradation.occurs as a result of constructron
or related work which has the potential to affect the waters of the State of North Dakota
All projects will be designed and implemented to restrict the losses or dlsturbances of -
- soil, vegetatrve cover, and pollutants (chemlcal or blologlcal) from a srte ' '

~ Soils |

Prevent the erosion of exposed soil surfaces and trapplng sedlments being transported
- Examples include, but are not restricted to, sediment dams or berms, diversion dlkes ‘
" hay bales as erosion checks, riprap, mesh or burlap blankets to hold soil during-
construction, and immediately establishing vegetative cover on disturbed areas: after
construction is completed. Fragile and sensitive areas such as wetlands, rrpanan
zones, delrcate flora, or land resources will be protected against compaction, vegetatron
loss, and unnecessary damage.

"Surface Waters

, All constructlon which directly or indirectly lmpacts aquatrc systems wnll be managed to’
~minimize impacts.” All attempts will be made to prevent the contamination of water at .
construction sites from fuel spillage, lubricants, and chemicals, by foIIowung safe storage
and handling procedures. Stream bank and stream bed disturbances will be controlled
to minimize and/or prevent silt movement, nutrient upsurges, plant dislocation, and any
physical, chemical, or blologlcal disruption. The use of pestn(:ldes or herbicides.i |n or.
-~ near these systems is forbldden wrthout approval from this. Department

- Fill Material

Any.fill material placed below the high water mark must be free of top soils,
decomposable materials, and persistent synthetic organlc compounds (in toxic
concentrations). This includes, but is not limited to, asphalt, tires, treated lumber, and-

" construction debris. The Department may require testing of fill materials. All temporary
fills must be removed. Debris and- solid wastes will be removed from the site and the
impacted areas restored as nearly as possible to the original condition.

Environmental Health” " Division of Division of B Division of - Division of

Section Chief’s Office Air Quality Municipal Facilities Waste Management Water Quality .

701.328.5150 © 701.328.5188 701.328.5211 ' 701.328.5166 .- 701.328.5210

- Printed on recycled paper.
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' DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY |

NORTH DAKOTA REGULATORY OFFICE
1613 SOUTH 12™ STREET
REPLY TO BISMARCK ND 58504-6640

- ATTENTION OF o | | January 18, 2006

‘North Dakota Regulatory Office -~ . A o R o [200660010]

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC .
. ATTN: Sidney L. Strickland, Jr. '
/3050 K Street NW, Suite 101
Washington; DC 20007-4024

'Dear Mr. Strckland

Thrs is in reference to your request on behalf of BNSF Rallway Company dated January 6
‘ ‘2006 pertaining to an Abandonment. Exemption [STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)] -
‘proposed for Bottineau County, North Dakota. The project includes abandonment of 11.90 -
miles of railroad line between Milepost 40 10, near Bottrneau and Mrlepost 52 00, near Souns

The railroad line was constructed across Boundary Creek four (4) tnbutanes to Boundary;
Creek, Stone Creek in three (3) locations, a tributary to Stone Creek and several adjacent '
wetlands, which are jurisdictional waters subject to regulation under Section 404 of the Clean

~ CORPS OF ENGINEERS, OMAHA DISTRICT . - EXHIBITK S

‘Water Act. If you disagree with this jurisdictional determination, you have the right to appeal the =

decision. If you would like more information on the jurisdictional appeal process, please contact
this office, or visit our website at http: //www nwo.usace. army. mil/htmi/od-rnd/NOA-RFA.doc
(reference Option D).

Section 404 regulates the discharge of dredged or f|II material into Jurrsdrctlonal waters

~ 'Based on the information provided, specifically “No placement of dredge or fill material in any

inland waterways is anticipated to result from abandonment and/or salvage’, the proposed.
activity is not subject to DA regulatory authorities. Therefore no permit is requlred from the .
Corps of Engineers. '

Although a DA permit will not be required for the project, this- determination does not S
eliminate the requirement for you to obtain any other applrcab|e Federal, state, trrbal or local.-
permits as required. :

Should you have any que‘strons‘ regarding this determination, please do not h-e'srtate to ,
contact Toni R. Erhardt of my staff by letter or telephone (701) -255-0015 and reference prOJect
number 200660010 .

 Sincerely - o
‘ Danlel E. Clmarostl

Regulatory Program Manager - |
North Dakota-

‘ Printed on@ Recycled Paper
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North Bakota State Watef Commlsszon

900 EAST BOULEVARD AVENUE; DEPT 770 - BISMARCK NORTH' DAKOTA 58505- 0850 "+ 701-328 2750
~ - TDD 701-328-275¢ * FAX 701 328 3696 +: INTERNET: hiip: [/WwWw. sWe. sicle nd us/ ) .

EXHIBITM
 January 31, 2006 Sl

Sldney Strickland and ‘Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007- 5108

- Re:" STB Docket No. AB 6 (Sub No 439X) BNSF. Rallway Company- :
Abandonment Exemptlon - in Bottineau County, ND

Dear Mr. Strlckland

> Enclosed are partial copies of the City of Bottineau Flood Insurance Rate Map dated
September 28, 1979, and the City of Souris Flood Insurance Rate Map dated March 18,
1986, that depict the 100- -year ﬂoodplam where the BNSF Rallway Company track has
“been proposed to be removed

Prior to construcnon acnvny in the 100- year floodplain, BNSF should apply for a Non-
Building Floodplain-Development Permit to each City’s floodplam administrator. 1 have
enclosed a copy. of the perm1t application. The ﬂoodplam admmlstrators are:.

Penny. Nostdahl, Auditor . and - Lana Lindstrom, Audltorr B
City of Bottineau N , - Cityof Souris

115 West Sixth St | 102 Minnesota St
Bottineau, ND 58318 -~ Souris, ND 58783

Tel. 701 -228:3232 . R » Tel 701-243-6422
Feel free to call, if you have questions.
Sincerely,

Bt o

Bruce Lange
‘Water Resource Program Admm

JOKK HOEVER, GOVERNGT - _
CHRAIRMAN ' ) SECEETAR
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NON-BUILDINGSITUATION

FLO ODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERNIIT APPLICATION

SECTIOVI GENERAL INFORMATION

PERMIT#______.  DAIE.

Applicant: ; o : rTel‘ephone# |
’“Addressrz._w' ' |

| Location of Proposed DeV'el'opmcnf:

“Legal description: _.

Contractor: - S _ - Telephdne#
Address:

Estimated Cost of project: S 3

FLOODPLAIN DETERMINATION (fill-in the appropriate information) :

~ Projectis Iocaie_d: IOO-year'ﬂovOdp.léin (Flood Fringe): -

~ Regulatory FIOodwa}’1

) Map infbljmation: - FIRM Date:

FIRM ZOnei

- BFE atDevelopment'Site_:

 Development will be elevated to:

_MsL)
sy



DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES (check a]l that apply)

_F 111 placement -‘: _ | (ﬁll brought in from outsrde the floodplam)

E).cavatlon L ‘__ ’ (where subgrade fill'is removed from. the Noodplain) -
Landscaptng © - (cutandfill, fill borrow and placement)

Constructron or mamtenance ofa drke/levee/ﬂoodwall
Removal ofﬁll embaanent or drltes : o : 4
Watercourse alteratrons o (river, stream Jake - i.e. channel modlﬁcatrons rtp-rap)

l l lll |“| l

_Subdivision . - _(ne_w,orexpansron)
Other (please 5pecrfy) _ ' Lo

_Road, street. or brldoe constructlon (new reparr or replacement reahonment)

Drainage rmprovements ' (mcl ading culvert work) .. :
-___ Mining ~ . - (removal of gravel, rock, ﬁll orothernatural matenals)
] Installation of utnlmes - [water, sewer, pipeline, gas, electrrc communication system(s)]
__Welldrllltng w0 (i.e.water, oil, natural gas etc)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATIOV REQUIRED (attach addmonal mform atien as needed)
-Comments or further explanatton of work:

—COpIeS of project description, plans, blueprmts etc

-Wetlands - will the activity impact identified wetlands'7 . S _ _
-thl the developmenta gravateﬂoodmg elsewhere'7 o Please explain your answer.

OT_HER- PERMITS NECESSARY:
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers? -
Water Resource Drstnct'7 '

ELEVATION INF ORMATION ,
Attach information about the completed project elevatrons(s) with regrstered professxonal engmeer or
egtstered Jand surveyor certrﬁcatrons if part of the pro_lect - : |

SECTION2 ACTION/APPROVAL

l."lre prcposed deve10prnent is. 1n»confon__nance with applrcable commumty floodplain standards.

ERMIT IS APPROVED -~ (Conditioned on receiving as-built information/certification)

ignature (Floodplain_Administrator): |

)ate:
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| ~ NON-BUILDINGSITUATION
FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENTPERMITAPPLICATION

SECTIOV] GENER.AL INFORMATION

, API)“:C,AF_W _ o ‘ < - Telephone #
Address:

. I;bcatigjn of Propose"d'De_ve.lopmeht:‘-"

: Legal description:

‘Contractor: - R Telephone # .
» 'A.d‘dress':‘
: Estnmated Cost ofpro_;ect o | - 5

- FLOODPLAIN DETERMINATION (ﬁll -in the apprOpn ate mformatlon)

- P;o_]ect is located:_ 100-yea-r ﬂoodplam (Flood F:lngg):

Regulatobr'y Floodway:

- Map i'nmeé.ti.'on':' FIRM Date:

FIRM Zone:

BFE at Development Site:” | _ (MSL)

Dev‘elopmgni\vil'l beelevatedto: _ _ (MSL)



| DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES (checL all that apply)

Flll placement' : | (ﬁllbroughtm from outsxdetheﬂoodplam)

Excavation - (where suborade fill is removed from the floodplain) -
Landscaping (cut and fill, fill borrow and placement)

Construction or maintenance of a dike/levee/floodwall
_ Removal of fill, embankment, or dikes :
Watercourse alterations (river, stream lake - i.e. channel modlﬁcatlons rip- rap)

l-l‘ll'l l‘

.Road, street or bridge construction (new, repair or replacement, realignment)
Drainage improvements (including culvert work). : :
"_'_Mlnmo : ~ (removal of gravel, rock, fll or other natural matenals)
__ Installation of utxlmes [water, sewer; pipeline, gas, electric, commumcatlon syStem(s)]
__Well drilling ' (i.e. water, oil, natural gas etc.)
___-Subdivision B (new or expansion)
___Other (please specxfy) =

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUIRBD (attach additional information as needed)
-Comments or further cxplananon of work: .

-Copies of project description, plans, blueprints, etc. |

‘Wetlands - will the activity impact identified wetlands? - . o .

‘Will the development aggravate flooding elsewhere? = Please explain your-answer,

DTHER PERMITS NECESSARY:
J.S..Army Corps of Engineers?
Nater Resource District?

LEVATION INF ORMATION .
sttach information about the completed pl’O_)CCt elevations(s) with registered professwnal engmecr or
=glstered land surveyor cemﬁcatlons if part of the pro_)ect

 SECTION2:. ACTION/APPROVAL: |

he p_rop_osed development is in confbrmancé_with applicable community ﬂoodp]ain standards.

ERMIT IS APPROVED (Conditioned on receiving as-built information/certification)

ignature (Floodplaih,Admihis,trator):

ate: -
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 EXHIBITN

UNI’ ”LD ST ATES ENVIRONMLNTAL PROT LCTION AGLNCY
. REGION 8.
999 18™ STREET- SUITE 300
DENVER, CO 80202-2466
~ Phone 800-227-8917
hittp:/fwww.epa.gov/region08

IR Feﬁfuary 21,2006
Ref: WP
o ’OR.IGINAL F'AXED:‘J‘ |
'ASIdneyL Smdddnd Ju. |
Sidney Strick)and and Associates, PLLC

3050 K St. N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

" Re: BNSF Abandonrent Exemption
 and NPDES (402) Permitting

. Deai' Mr. Strickland;

_ _.Pursuant to the letter rccewed by my office today and datcd 6 January, 2006, requesting
information on potential NFDES pcrmﬂ 1equu ements for the stated actlvﬂy, I can provide the
foll owmg mforrnahon : :

The State of Nm’th Dakoh was authouzcd the NPDES Permits Program on 13 June 1975, This
authorization applies to all discharges to Water of the US within the State of North Dakota sans
those discharges located in Indian Country. In addition, the State of North Dakota establishes
water quality standards for Waters of the State. This authorization means that it is the State of
North Dakota which will make a determination as to whether ot nol an NPDES permit is
spemﬁcally ruqmred for an activity. The conmct at the Siaie is Gary Bracht, (701) 328-5227.

Should you have any addﬂlonal questlons plcase do not hesitate to contact me at (303) 3 12-

6377.
Sincerely _
ﬁ@) 7 R

Curt A McCormick B
Pretreatment Coordinator

@Pﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂd nn Reorvurisd Danor



STATE
HISTORICAL
‘SOCIETY
" of NORTH DAKOTA
Govermor Of;\?m%oj‘fg May 17, 2006
- North Dakota : _ E
State Historical Board | ) 0 Sidney L Strickland Jr =
Marvin L. Kaiser Sidney Strickland and Associates PLLC
 Williston - President 3050 K St NW Suite 101 '
. Albert 1. Berger

rrand Forks - Vice President

.Chester E. Nel.,on, k.
Bismarck - S ecretary

Gereld Gemtholz

~ . Vdlley City

" A. Ruric Todd Il
~ Jamestoun
Diane K. Larson.
Bismarck

]ohn E. Von Rueden
- Bismarck

Sara Otte Coleman
Director
Tourism Division

Kelly Schmidt

State Treasurer |-

Alvin A, Jaeger
Secretary of State

‘ Douglass Prchal
Director
Parks and Recreation

Department”

Dav1d A. Sprynczynatyk

‘Director

-Department of - .|

'Pransportauon

" Merlan E. Paaverud, Jc
Director,/

2

(%

Accredited by the
American Association
‘of Museums

~ Washington DC  20007-5108

ND SHPO Ref.:06-0178 STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) BNSF
Railway Company - Abandonment Exemption - Bottmeau to Souns,

Bottineau County, North Dakota

Dear Mr. Strickland:

Thank you for the additional material provided regarding ND SHPO Ref.:06-0178
STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) BNSF Railway Company - Abandonment
Exemption Bottineau to Souris, Bottineau County, North Dakota. We would
concur with a finding of “No Historic Propertres Affected, if requested by the
federal lead agency:-

Please include the ND SHPO Reference number listed above in further
correspondence for this specific project. If you have any. questions please contact )

~Susan Quinnell at (701) 328—3576 ors gumnellga)nd gov

Sincerely, -

_ MerlanE Paaverud, ]r

State Historic¢ Preservation Officer

(North Dakota)

North Dakota Heritage Center~ 612 East Boulevard Avenue, Bismarck, ND 58505- 0830 * Phone 701-328-2666 * Fax: 701-328-3710

Email: hlstsoc@state nd us *» Web site.. http /iwww.nd. gov/hlst TTY: 1-800 366-6888
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CERTIF ICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C F.R. 1105. 7(c) and 8(c)

BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) by and through its authorized representatlve Sidney L.
Strickland, Jr., certifies that.on June S, 2006, BNSF sent copies of the foregomg Env:ronmental
- and Hlstonc Reports by ﬁrst class mail to the following agencies: :

J R F lores, State Conservatlomst g
- -.-USDA Natural Resources Conservanon Serv:ce
© .. 220 East Rosser Ave - :
. P.O.Box 1458 @ :
: 'Blsmarck ND 58502 1458

.v o North Dakota State Water Commlssmn
.~ 900 East Boulevard Avenue
_-Blsmarck ‘ND 58505 0850

o U S. FlSh and Wlldhfe Servrce '
N Reglon 6 _

. 'Denver Federal Center *

. Denver, CO 80225 -

" . Jesse. Hanson, Coordinator
Planning and Natural Resources Division
.~ North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department
. 1600 E. Century Ave. .
' _ ‘Suite 3
. Blsmarck ND 58503- 0649

- Julie Prescott
Regu]atory Section .
State of North Dakota
Office of the State Engmeer
' 900 East Boulevard®
Bismarck, ND 58505-0850

- Robert Maydwell
- U.S. National-Park Service
Midwest Region :
- 601 Riverfront Drive
* Omaha, NE 68102-4226

Merlan E. Paaverud, Jr.

 State Historic Preservation Officer

State Historical Society of North Dakota
612 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505- 0830

U.S. Army Engineer District, Omaha
106'S. 15™ Street
Omaha, NE 68102

. Tim Zachmeier - -

Wildlife Biologist:
U.S. Bureau of Land Management

" North Dakota Field Office

2933 Third Avenue West

~ Dickinson, ND 58601-2619-

- Robert Indvik Bottineau County‘Road Superintendent”

Bottineau County Roads Department

314 W. 5" Street

Bottineau, ND 58318

Bot‘tmeau County Commissioners

c/o Mae Streich, County Auditor

314 W.5"st:
 Bottineau, ND 58318

Cun A. McCormick

‘Pretreatmént Coordinator

U.S..Environmental Protection Agency
Region 8

999 18th Street

Suite 300

- Denver, CO 80202-2466.



" Bob Johnston, Rail Planner

North Dakota Department of Transportation

~ 608 East Boulevard Avenue
- Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

Bruce Lange

Water:Resource Program Admmlstrator
Flood Plain Department - -

North Dakota State Water Comm15310n
900 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 770
Bismarck, ND 58505-0850

- Jeffrey K. Towner
Field Supervisor .
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servnce
North Dakota Field Office
- 3425 Miriam Avenue

- Bismarck, ND 58501

Ms. Victoria Rutson

-Chief, SEA

Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N.W.
Washmgton D.C. 20423- 000]

Govemor s:Office _

600 East Boulevard Avenue :
Department 101

Bismarck, ND 58505-3001

- Daniel E. Cimarostj .~~~ =
" Regulatory Program. Manager .

North Dakota Env1ronmental He: lth Sectxon -
P.O. Box'5520 ' o
~ Bismarck, ND 58506_555_20

Corps of Engineers, Omaha’ sttrnct L
North Dakota Regulatory Ofﬁce o
1513-South 12th' Street . A
Bismarck; ND 58504-6640 -

Dav:d E. Glatt, P.E., Chief.

North Dakota Department of Health
Environmental Health Section’ B
Gold Seal Center, 918 E. Divide Ave

Blsmarck ND 58501 1947

Natxona] Oceanic and Atmosphenc -
Administration :
National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West highway

Silver Springs, MD20910-3282

The requlred cover letters (pursuant to 49 C F. R 1 105 ] ]) are attached hereto. BNSF has
consulted with all appropnate agenmes in preparmg the reports.

/-

,_// /
Sldney " Strickland, Jr
Sids Stnckland and Assomat/s/PLLC
13050 K St. N W,
~ Suite'101 - -

Washmgton D.C. 20007

A

o




SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
- 3050 KST.N.W,, SUITE101-
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5_108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
' Fax: 202-672-5399 .

. SIDNEY L, STRICKLAND T o _
:.-iSldneySmckland(ﬂstncklandpllc com.: . . R
s L B R © June 5,2006 -

: Ms V1ctor1a Rutson

" Chief, SEA -~
 Surface Transportatlon Board

- 1925 K Street, NW..": -
: Washmgton D C. 20423 0001

Re ST B Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 439X) BNSF Ratlway Company—Abandonment
Exemptzon ~in Bottmeau County, ND.

Dear Ms Rutson S

, On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing w1th

’ the Surface Transportatlon Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemptlon seeking authority to abandon
+ 11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40:10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,

" near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and
o Hlstonc Reports descrlbmg the proposed action and any expected env1ronmental and historic

.',effects, as we]l as a map of the affected area. - -

Smce_tely;

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



'SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
3050 K ST.N.W., SUITE 101 .
" WASHINGTON, DC 20007 5108 -
TELEPHONE 202-338- 1325
FAX 202-672 5399

" SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR. :
~ Sidney.Strickland@@stricklandplic.com .

June §,2006
' J.R. Flores, State Conservatlomst
~ USDA Natural Resources Conservatlon Serv1ce
- . 220 East Rosser-Ave. :

P.O. Box 1458 |
'B'i_smarck, ND-58502-1458

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439)() BNSF Razlway Company—-Abandonment .
Exemptton - m Bottmeau County, ND" A

- Deaf Mr. Flores:

: On or about June 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁlmg thh '
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon -
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost.52. 00
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Env1ronmental and
Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected env1ronmental and hlstorlc
effects, as well as a map of the: affected area. '

_ We are providing these reports SO that you may review the information that will form the -
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding: If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the . .
- Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportat:on Board, 1925 K Street, N. w.,

. Washington, DC. 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Dockeét No.

AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose strmgent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (W1th a copy to the
- undersigned) would be apprecxated within three weeks e :

Your comments wxll be considered by the STB in eva]uatmg the environmental and/or ;V o o

historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning

this proposal; please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325.0r by mail at Sldney C o

Strlckland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.-W., Suite 101, Washmgton DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperatlon

Since're]y_, :

Epel6s sure‘
SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



S ldney Stnckland@stncklandpllc com.. -

SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC -
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
‘“TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-672-5399

: SlDNEYL STRJCKLAND R

June 5,2006 -

""Merlan E Paaverud I _ .
. State HlStOI'lC Preservatxon Officer _
- State Historical Somety of North Dakota ’
' 612 East Boulevard. Avenue E '
Blsmarck ND 58505 0830

Re: STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 439X) BNSF Ratlway Company—Abandonment
Exemptzon =in Bottmeau County, ND - »

- Dear Mr Paaverud

. ‘Onor about June 26 2006 BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
11 .90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40. 10; near Bottineau, and MllepOSt 52.00,

" near Souris, in Bot‘tmeau County, North.Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and

"’ Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected envnronmental and historic

effects as well asa map of the. affected area

" 'We are. prov1dmg these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
' basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or .
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of ‘Environmental Ana]y51s (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
* Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
- AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) Because the. apphcable statutes and regulations i impose. stringent -
‘deadlines for processing this-action, your written comments to SEA (thh a copy to the
under51gned) would be apprecnated w1thm three weeks. : -

" Your-comments will be con51dered by the STB in evaluating the env1ronmental and/or
hlstorlc preservatlon impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any huestlons concerning
‘this.proposal, please contact the under51gned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Stnckland and A55001ates PLLC 3050 K Street N.W., Su1te 10] Washmgton DC 20007.

Thank you in advan_ce for your cooperation. .

Sinc; ely, L
ST A
Sldiz%tnckland '

- Enc

SL/S/eew ‘

STB Docket No.-AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X).



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
o ~3050. K ST. N. W SUITE 101
" WASHINGTON, DC ,2_0007 -5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
- FAX: 202-672-5399 "

" SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR. " : ‘ S
Sidn'ey.Strickland@stricklandgllc._com - ‘ .
. : June 5, 2006

~ North _Dakota State Water: Commission
900 East Boulevard Avenue - - )
Blsmarck ND 58505- 0850

' _' Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 439X) BNSF Rarlway Company—Abandonment
Exemptton — in Bottineau County, ND o o

- ‘Dear S]]‘ or Madam'

On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) p]ans on ﬁlmg wrth
~ the Surface Transportatron Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon.
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,"
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). ‘Attached are Environmental and
Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected envrronmental and hrstorlc
effects -as well as’a map of the affected area. =~ ° : :

We are providing. these reports so that you' may review the mformatron that w1]l form the

basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of '

~ the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pemnent information is mlssmg, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the -
Section of Environmental Analysrs (SEA), Surface Transportation-Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423- 0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No." -
AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent =~

- deadlines for processing tliis action, your written cormments to SEA (with a copy to the

» undersrgned) would be apprec1ated w1thm three weeks

“Your comments wrll be consrdered by the STB in evaluatmg the env1ronmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning - )
this propcsal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or. by mail at Srdney x
‘Stnckland and Assoc:Iates PLLC, 3050 K Street N W., Suite 101 Washmgton DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperatron

-Sincerely, ‘ | ,

4

a
-1dneyL Strrckland
‘Enclosure
SIS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



Sidney. Stnckland@stncklandp]lc com . -

~ SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC ,
3050 K'ST.N.W., SUITE 101
WASHINGTON DC 20007-5108
" TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-672-5399

j':-_SlDNEY L. STRICKLAND JR .
- June 5,2006
B U S Arrny Engmeer sttrlct Omaha

. 106°S: 15" Street - :

Omaha, NE 68102

Re ST B Docket No AB 6 (Sub. No. 439X)- BNSF Rallway Company—Abandonment
Exemptton - m Bottmeau County, ND ' o

o Dear Slr or Madam

s - On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rarlway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁhng with
. the Surface Transportatlon Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemiption seeking authority to abandon
-~ 11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52. 00

 near Souris; in Bottineau County; North Dakota (the “Line’ "). Attached are Environmental and.

~Historic Reports descrrbmg the proposed action and any expected env1ronmental and historic
: 'effects as well as a ‘map of the affected area. :

o We are prov1dmg these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent envxronmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
“the information is misleading or-incorrect, if you believe that pertment information is missing, or

“ if you have any questions. about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the -

~ 'Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
- Washington, DC_.20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.

. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations i impose stringent

- deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the

under51gned) wou]d be apprecrated W1thm three weeks,

L .Your comments w1ll be conSJdered by the STB in evaluating the env1ronmenta] and/or -
- hlstorlc preservation 1mpacts of the contemplated action.” If there are any questions concerning

- this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202).338-1325 or by mail at Sidney -

: 'Strlckland and Assocrates PLLC 3050 K Street, N.W,, Suite 101, WasHu'ugton DC 20007
| Thank you in advance for your cooperatron |

Stnc_erely,

~Sidne ’Strlckland Jr ‘
" Enefosure - : :
BLS/eew. : o

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND Assocmtes PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101 '
WASHINGTON, DC 20007 51 08_
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325 -
~ Fax: 202-672-5399 -

" SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR., ) v
- Sidney.Strickland@stricklandpllc.com o
R e ‘ June 5, 2006

"~ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servrce '

Region 6
- Denver Federal Center
_Denver CO 80225

" Re: STB DocketNo AB 6 (Sub. No 439X) BNSF leway Company——Abandonment IR
Exemptlon-— in Boltmeau County, ND o S

' Dear Siror Madam |

- On or about June 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) p]ans on fihng w1th

. the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemptlon seeking authority to abandon-
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Mllepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52. 00
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”).. Attached are Environmental and -
Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected env1ronmental and hlstortc
effects as well as a map of the affected area. : : o

We are provrdmg these reports so that you may review the information that will-form the _
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. - If any of
the information.is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the - .
Section of Environmental Analys1s (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N. W
Washington, DC 20423-0001 , Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No. .

- AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations i impose stringent -
- deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (wrth a copy to the
undersigned) would be appremated w1thm three weeks :

" Your comments wrll be considered by the STB in evaluatmg the envrronmenta] and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions- concemmg S
this proposal, pléase contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sldney R
Stnck]and and Associates,; PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite'101, Washmgton DC 20007 o

Thank you in advance for your cooperatlon

Sin'c_er'e]y,- »
Yl
s
’/'Sfdfe)/}, Str]
~ -Entlosure’ -
SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439)



" SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
3050 KST.N.W,, SUITE 101 ‘
WASHINGTON, DC 20007- 5108
- TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-672-5399 - . -

"'_ SiDNEY L. STR]CKLAND I B .
_Sldne' Stncklandtlstnckland llc: com .. _:~ ' '

June ', .2.0.06 o |

o "Tlm Zachmerer
- Wildlife: Brologrst . :
" U.S.Bureau of Land Management '
. "North Dakota Field Ofﬁce
© . 2933 Third Avenue West
: chkmson ND 58601 2619

Re STB Docket No AB- (Sub No. 439X) BNSF Ratlway Company—Abandonment
Exemptton —in Bottmeau County, ND _

Dear Mr Zachmerer -‘

o On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rar]way Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with’
’the Surface Transportatlon Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40:10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,
- 'near Souris, in- Bottineau County, North Dakota (thé “Line™). Attached are Environmental and-

- Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected envrronmental and hlstorrc _
' effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

_ ‘We are prov1d1ng these reports SO that you may review the information that will form the
. basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of .-
* the mformat10n is mls]eadmg or incorrect, if you believe that, pertment information is missing, or
_ if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the-
- Section of Environmental Ana1y51s (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W_,

“ Washington, DC -20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.

. .AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent.
“deadlines for processing this action; your written comments to SEA (wrth a copy to the
'undersr gned) 'would be apprecrated within three weeks :

. Your comments will be consrdered by the STB in evaluatmg the! énvrronmental and/or
' _hlStOI‘IC preservation impacts. of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
- this’ proposal please contact the undersigned by telephone at'(202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
. Strrckland andAssociates, PLLC, 3050 K Street N.w, Surte 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you 1n advance for your cooperatlon. ‘

Sincerely, - R

| o iy
Srdney/L Strlckland Jr
Enciosure

' _ SLS/eew:

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X}



- Sidney. Stnc]\land .

- SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOClATES PLLC
" 3050 KST. N.W,, SUITE 101
WASHINGTON DC 20007 5108. -
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
- FAX: 202-672-5399 .

‘SlonEY L. SﬁjCKLAND,JR_. -
- Sidney.Strickland@stricklandpllc.com - - ' -
B S = June 5, 2006 .
~ Jesse Hanson Coordinator -
' Planning and Natural Resources Division _
" North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department
1600 E. Century Ave :

_ - Suite3 . '
Blsmarck ND 58503 0649 '

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) BNSF Razlway Company—Abandonment
Exemptzon —in Bomneau County, ND L L

Dear Mr Hanson

On or about June 26, 2006, BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁlmg w1th
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Mllepost 52.00,

" near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). ‘Attached are Environmental and -
Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic '
' effects as we]l asa map of the affected area. -

We are providing these reports SO that you may review the information that w111 form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pemnent information is missing, or:
if you have any questions about the STB’s énvironmental review process, please contact the .
© Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N, W
© Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565:1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub: No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose strmgent '
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy to the
under51 gned) would be appremated within three weeks : : :

Your comments w1]l be con51dered by the STB in eva]uatmg the env1ronmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the ‘contemplated action. If there are any questions concemmg
this proposal please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sldney :
Stnck]and and Assomates PLLC, 3050 K Street N.W., Suite 101, Washmgton DC 20007 '

Thank you in advance for your cooperatlon

Smcerely,

Pl

- Enefosure -,
- SLS/eew

STB Docker No. AB:6 (Sub. No. 439X)




SIDNEY STRlCKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
3050 K ST.N.W., SUITE101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007~5108
‘TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325-

Fax: 202-672-5399 -

. SlDNEYL STR.ICKLAND R T o
S Sldney Stnckland@stncklandplIc com S

June52006

_"."’Robert Indvnk Bottmeau County Road Supermtendent
" ‘Bottineau County Roads Department v

- 314 W. 5" Street -
B Bottmeau, ND 583 18

Re ST B Docket No AB—6 (Sub No 439X) BNSF leway Company—Abandonment
Exemptton —in Bottmeau County, ND .

| 'Dear Mr Indv1k

: On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
' the Surface Transportatlon Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
11:90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,
near Souris; in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and

- Historic: Reports’ descrlbmg the proposed action and any expected envrronmenta] and historic

'effects as well asa map of the affected area.

: We are provndmg these reports so that you may review the informationthat will form the
- basrs for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the mformatlon is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information. is-missing, or
- “if'you have any. questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the .
*Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.-W.,

- Washington, DC20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
"~ AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent - -
“deadlines for processmg this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the

- undersngned) would be appreciated w1thm three weeks.

Your comments w1]l be con51dered by the STB in eva]uatmg the environmental and/or

~ historic preservation impacts of the- contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning

~ this proposal, please-contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338- 1325 or by mail at Sidney
_ Stnckland and Associates, PLLC 3050K Street N.W., Surte ]01 Washmgton DC 20007.

Thank you in'advance for your cooperatlon.

. Sincerely, S .
: 7. e g A
b e R 43 . e o
;S N T
q,»__ff‘:/ ‘f( LN, b S
Sldney Strlck]and,{r A //
"Encl B //,”

" SLS/ee_w S

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



- . SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
3050 K ST: N.W., SUITE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007 5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338- 1325
‘ FAX 202-672 5399 :

" SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.

_ Sidney Strickland@stricklandplic.com S
' June'5; 2006

- Bottineau County Commissioners
¢/o Mae Streich, County Auditor -
314 W.5"St.
Bottmeau ND 58318

| Re STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No 439X) BNSF leway Company—Abandonment .
Exemption — in Bottmeau County, ND - S

Dear Sirs. or Madams

: On or about June 26, 2006, BNSF Rallway Company. (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁlmg w1th

" the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon

~ 11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milépost 52.00,
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and-. .
‘Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and hlstorlc L
effects as well as a map of the affected area. : .

We are provrdmg these reports so that you may review the information that will form the _
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceedmg If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, p]ease contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N. W
Washington, DC- 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to.the above Docket No '

- AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the apphcable statutes and regulations impose strmgent '
" deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy to the
undersrgned) would be apprecrated wnhm three weeks. .

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the envrronmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concemmg
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or. by mail at S!dney
- Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washmgton DC. 20007 S

Thank you in advance for your cooperatron.
Sincerely, | B - 4
o
-...:_.—"7/ ﬁ < - %‘—.z/% / /é"
Sldneny Stnckland Jr
-EngloSure
SLS/eew

/

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



s|dney Smckland(c_D‘smcklandgllc com

SlDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
- 3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101
" WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
- TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-672-5399

SlDNEYL STRICKLAND JR L
June 5, 2006

o 'Robert Maydwell .
~.- U.S. National Park- Serv:ce o
. Mldwest Regxon Sy
. 7 601 Riverfront Drive = .

: _Omaha NE 68102- 4226

Re STB Docket No. AB—6 (Sub. No 439,\? BNSF Ratlway Company—A bandonment
Exemptton =in Bottmeau County, ND - IR

Dear Mr Maydwel]

: On or about TJune 26 2006, BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁlmg with
the Surface Transportatxon Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
11 90 mlles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,
. near ‘Souris, in Bottineail County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and
" Historic Reports descnbmg the proposed action and any expected envnronmental and historic
: effects aswell as a map of the affected area.’ :

: " We are prov1dmg these reports so that you may review the information that will form the

basis for the STB’s mdependent environmental and historic analyses of this proceedmg If any of

-~ the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertment information is missing, or .

if you ‘have any. questions about the STB’s environmental review-process, please contact the

. Section of Environmental Analysns (SEA) Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,

: Washmgton DC-20423-0001; Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the-above Docket No.

" AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent

: dead]mes for processing this-action, your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy to the
undersxgned) wou]d be appreciated w1thm three weeks.

a Y our comments will be conS1dered by the STB in evaluatmg the env1ronmenta1 and/or
+ historic preservation-impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any huestlons concerning

: this proposal please contact the under31gned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney:

- Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050K Stree_t N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.
Thank you in advan_ce for your coop_eration.

- Sincerely;

// i (/ A

7 " S
g Paad / / / P I"/
~:—o—~/ ] /Z / V<—/“ .
" Sidney lr Striékland, Jr : / 7z

- Enclosure e
~ SLS/eew .

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X).



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
' 3050 K ST.N.W., SUITE101 -
 WASHINGTON, DC 20007- 5108. -

TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX 202- 672-5399

'SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR. . .
."Sidne . Strickland@stricklandpllc.com - - T v
‘ N : _ June 5,2006

Curt A. McCormick
. Pretreatment Coordinator
~-U.S. Environmental Protectlon Agency
Reglon 8. .
999 18" Street
- Suite 300
* -Denver, CO 80202- 2466

- Re: STB. Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No 439X) BNSF leway Company—Abandonment '
- Exemption — in Bottmeau County, ND ' v

" Dear Mr McCormnck

On or about June 26, 2006 BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁhng thh
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seéeking authority to abandon..
~ 11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Mllepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52. 00,.
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Lme”) Attached are Environmental and. -
Historic Reports descnbmg the proposed-action and any expected environmental and hlStOI'lC
effects as well as a map of the affected area. -

We are providing these reports SO that You may review the information that will form the
- basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information. is missing; or

~ if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the

- Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportatlon Board, 1925 K Street, N. W

' Washmgton DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565 1545, and refer to the ‘above Docket No
AB-6'(Sub. No. 439X). Because the apphcable statutes and regu]atrons impose stringent. -
deadlines for processing this action; your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy to the '

undersi gned) would be apprec1ated within. three weeks.

_ Your comments will be con51dered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation.impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questlons concemmg
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sldney
~ Sirickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007: -

" Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Smcerely, ' L o f//, )
T g T

A A /;/ S /,é{—/,/ o
SldneYL Stnckland Jr - 7/ o
Enclosure ; . _ ) o
SLS/eew ' £

STB Docket No. AB-5 (Sub. No. 439X)




SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND Assocmrss PLLC -
' 3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE101"
" WASHINGTON, DC 20007~5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
- FAX: 202-672-5399

'SlDNEYL STRJCKLAND R 1 o
|dney Smckland(zn:stncklandpllc c.om IR S
- ST T -June 5, 2006

R ""‘hBob Johnston Rall Planner '
" North DakKota Department of Transportatxon

608 East Boulevard Avenue - :
Blsmarck ND. 58505 0700

“Re: ST, B Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 439X) BNSF Razlway Company—Abandonment
Exempuon =in Bottmeau County, ND

: - _Dear Mr Johnston

o .. Onor about June 26 2006 BNSF Raxlway Company (“BNSF”) plans on flmg with
.- the Surface Transportatlon Board (“STB?) a Notice of Exempt:on seeking authority to abandon -
~ 11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,
.. near Souris, in Bottmeau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environimental and

" Historic Reports descnbmg the proposed action and any- expected env1ronmenta] and historic
- effects as well as amap. of the affeeted area.

' We are provndmg these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
~ basis for the STB’s independent environmental-and historic analyses of this proceeding. 1f any of
_the information is'misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertment information is missing, or
if you have any. questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the .

‘Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportanon Board, 1925 K Street, N.W_,
Washington, DC- 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565- 1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
 AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X): Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent

. deadhnes for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy to the

L undersngned) ‘would be- apprec:ated W1thm three weeks

- Your comments will be. COﬂSlderéd by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
“historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
~ this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
. Stnekland and Assomates PLLC 3050K Street N.W,, Su1te 101, Washington, DC 20007

' Thank you in advanceé for your cooperatlon

Smeerely,

// '.‘//;f.’///

1dne Stnckland Jr.
‘Enclosure ' ‘
SLS/eew_

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007 51 08
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX 202-672-5399 o

SIDNEYL STRICKLAND, JR. . .
. Sidney. Smcl\land(“stncklandpllc com :

June 5,2006
North Dakota Environmental Health Section.

 P.O. Box 5520
-'-Blsmarck ND 58506- 5520

Re: S’TB Docket No. AB-6. (Sub No 439X) BNSF Razlway Company—Abandonment
Exempnon —in Bottineau County, ND ' '

Dear Slr or Madam

: On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on. ﬁlmg w1th
the Surface Transportatlon Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authonty to abandon
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, néar Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,

“near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and .
Historic Reports describing the proposed actlon and any expected envnronmental and hlstorlc
‘effects, as well as a map of the affected area. S

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that Wllll foﬁn the R

* . basis for the STB’s independent énvironmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of .

“the mformatlon is mlsleadmg or incorrect; if you believe that pertinent information is mlssmg, or
if you have any questions about the: STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N. W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No '
AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations i 1mpose stringent =~

. deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to. the

" - undersigned) would be. apprec1ated w1thm three weeks.

“Your comments will be considered by the STB in eva]uatmg the env1ronmental and/or
historic preservatlon impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning’

this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sldney o

Stnck]and and Assoc1ates PLLC, 3050 K Street, N. W, Su1te 101, Washmgton DC 20007
Thank you in advance for your cooperatlon

- Sincerely, . - '
,,

Ve (07

“%‘fij{‘m% Stnckland .
EnefGsure . - o
‘SLS/eew: - ‘

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
" 3050 K ST. N.W., SUME 101~
WASHINGTON, DC 20007 5108
.- TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-672-5399. . -

L SIDNEYL STRICKLAND R

. VSIdney Stnckland@smcklandplIc com : _.. ‘

~“June 5, 2006 -

Bruce Lange : -
~ Water Resource Program Admmrstrator
' Flood Plain Department :
“North Dakota State Water Commrssron '
_ 900 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept 770 -
o Blsmarck ND 58505 0850 -

Re ST. B Docket No AB-6 (Sib. No. 439X) BNSF Rallway Company—Abandonment
Exemptwn - m Bottmeau County, ND

"Dear Mr. Lange :

: On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing. with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
11.90 miles of railroad line. between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,
- near Souris, in Bottmeau County, North Dakota (the “Line”).-Attached.are Environmental and

- Historic Reports describing thé proposed action and any expected-environmental and hlstonc
effects, as well as a map of the affected area. :

We are provrdmg these reports S0 that you may review the information that will form the
_ fbasns for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of =
: »'the mformatlon is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertment information is missing, or

" -if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the

- Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportatlon Board, 1925-K Street, N.W.,
* Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). - Because the applicable. statutes and regulations impose stringent”
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy to-the
unders:gned) would be appre01ated within three weeks : S

_ Your comments will be con51dered by the STB in evaluatmg the! énvnronmenta] and/or

" historic preservatlon impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning -

* - this proposal, please contact the undersrgned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strlckland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

“Thank you in advance for your cooperatlon

: S]dne ,l_f Strlckland Jr
~ Enclosure
) SLS/eew‘

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sib. No. 439%)



- SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND.ASSOCIATES, PLLC
© 3050 KST:N.W,, SUITE101
. WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108 - -
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-672-5399

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR. o I
. Sidney.Strickland@stricklandpllc.com - g
S o : June:5, 2006

Daniel E. Cimarosti
Regulatory Program Manager '
-+ Corps of Engineers, Omaha District .
_ North Dakota Regulatory Office -~
" 1513.South 12" Street.
Bxsmarck ND 58504-6640"

Re: ST ‘B Docket No.. AB-6 (Sub. No 439/\9 BNSF leway Company—Abandonment
EAempnon - m Bomneau County, ND . s

- De“ar Mr: Clmarostl

On or about June 26,-2006, BNSF Raxlway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁlmg w1th
-the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a-Notice of Exemption seeking authority. to abandon ..
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00, .
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and |
Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected env1ronmenta1 and historic "
effects aswellasa map of the affected area. : :

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that w11] form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding.” If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the .

. Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N. W

~ Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to ‘the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations i impose strmgent v
deadlines for | processmg this action, your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy to the
undersigned) would- be apprec1ated w1th1n three weeks. o :

Your comments will be cons:dered by the STB i in eva]uatmg the env1ronmental and/or
 historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. 1If there are any questions concerning o
this proposal please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at. Sldney o
Strickland and A55001ates PLLC; 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washmgton DC 20007 S

Thank you in advance for your cooperatlon

. ;4"/ ;/f/J //M// / /,
/_}__/c/ A "u/«/ -
Sidney L. Strlckland Jr.

EnefBsure . -
- SLS/eew '

Sincerely,

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) .



SIDNEY S_TRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101 .
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-672-5399

R SIDNEYL STRICKLAND JR o

'Srdne Stnckland strlckland llc com S e _ .
S TR T e ~June 5, 2006

 Jeffrey K. Towner
" Field Supervisor

R 'U.S. Fishand Wlldlrfe Serv:ce

" 'North Dakota Field Office. -
"7, . 3425 Miriam Avenue
- “Blsmarck ND 58501

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 439X) BNSF Razlway Company—Abandonment
Exempuon in Bottmeau County, ND '

) Dear Mr Towner

: On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rarlway Company (“BNSF”) p]ans on ﬁlmg with’
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemptron seeking authority to-abandon
" 11.90‘miles of railroad.line between BNSF Milepost 40:10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,
‘near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and
_ Historic Reports describing the proposed actron and’ any expected environmental and historic

effects, as well as a map of the affected area. :

o We are provrdmg these reports so that you may review' the information that will form the
; ba51s for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of .
the mformatlon is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertment information is missing, or

Cf you have any questlons about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the

~ -Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
- 'Washmgton, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202).565-1545; and refer to the above Docket No.

" AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X): Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy to the
undersngned) would be apprecrated within three weeks.

o ' Your comments will be consrdered by the STB in evaluating the! énvrronmental and/or
: vhlStOl']C preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
* Strickland and Associates; PLLC, 3050 K Street N.W., Suite. 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperatlon.

e

S_u}cerely, : s ' / // :

o ’/‘v o 73 2 o~ .
/‘/:’/ !./ // //LW'/ //

A (VAN A
*SidneyL. Stnckland Ir.
: rclosure

 SLS/eew .

'

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101
WASHINGTON DC 20007 5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338- 1325
FAx 202-672 5399 '

SIDNEYL STRICKLAND, JR.
. Sldney Stncklandf‘stncklandgllc com -

© Junes,2006
" David E. Glatt, P.E., Chief

North Dakota Department of Health
“Environmental Health Section

Gold Seal Center, 918 E. Divide Ave
Blsmarck ND 58501 1947

‘Re: STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No 439X) BNSF leway Company-—Abandanment S
EAemptton —in Bottineau County, ND .

Dear Mr Glatt

On or about June 26, 2006 ‘BNSE Raxlway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁlmg w1th
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exempnon seeking authority to abandon -
11.90 miiles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00;
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and
_Historic Reports descrlbmg the proposed action and any expected env1ronmental and hlstonc .
effects, as well as amap of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the 1nformanon that will form the
‘basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses-of this proceeding, 'If any of -
the information is ‘misleading or incorrect,.if you believe that pertinent information is mlssmg, or.
* if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contactthe -~
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportatlon Board, 1925 K Street N. W, ,
" Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No v :
~ AB-6'(Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose strmgent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy to the
undersrgned) wou]d be apprectated within three weeks: ‘

Your comments will be con31dered by the STB in evaluatmg the envrronmental and/or R
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are.any questions concemmg _
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202).338-1325 or by mail at’ Sldney "
Strickland and Assocrates PLLC 3050 K Street N.W,, Suite 101, Washmgton DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperatron

: Sincﬁerely,‘ .

. ‘//, .. //'; --.:/—" ‘—!;':7_ T
_’_,%..._‘—‘J// . ‘_,""-"; N ..'—-r"/l/ ::"‘”"‘“""""
Sidney L: 'Stri'ck']andﬁ,- Jr.

7 SLS/_eew _

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439%)




SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND Assocmtes PLLC
~ 3050 KST.N.W,, SUITE101"
" WASHINGTON, DC 20007 510_8
. TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAx: 202-672-5399

U SbNEYL: STRICKLAND JR e
- Sldney Stnckland(ch}stncklandgIlccum o . S
P T .June 5,2006 - -

- Julie Prescott * - "~ =

"~ Regulatory Section -
" 'State.of North Dakota, -

- Office of the State Engineer

- .900 East. Boulevard - : .
: Blsmarck ND 58505 0850 o

| _ Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) BNSF Ratlway Company—Abandonment
Exemptwn —-in Bottmeau County, ND .. :

Dear Ms Prescott

On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing. wrth
~ the Surface: Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemptlon seeking authority to-abandon
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,.
_near Souris, in Bottmeau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and
" Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected ehvironmental and historic

effects as well'as a map of the affected area.: .

We are prowdmg these reports S0 that you may review-the mformatlon that will formthe
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
. the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertment information is missing, or
- if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
. Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportatlon Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,

* Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
" AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action; your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy tothe
undersrgned) would be appremated within three weeks. : . :

_ Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the dnvironmental and/or
*historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and-Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.'W., S_utte_]O] Washmgton DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

' Smcerely, . S
. ; A / 77 / P Pl
/ .“/ / //“4 ;
SldneyL Strlcl\land Jr _ //, -
Enctosure , '

-SLS/eew. -

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W,, SUITE 101 . '
~ WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108 .
TELEPHONE:; 202-338-1325
- Fax: 202:672-5399

"SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR. _ R
. Sidney.Strickland@stricklandpllc.com _ ) R

I , - June 5, 2006
~ Governor’s. Office

600 East Boulevard Avenue

-Department 101 _
Blsmarck ND 58505 3001

Re STB Docket No AB- 6 (Sub No 439X) BNSF leway Company—-Abandonment o
Exemption — in Bottineau County, ND - : L

Dear Siror Madam

On or about June 26, 2006, BNSF Railway. Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁlmg wnth
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52. 00
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the“Line”). Attached are Environmental and-:
Historic Reports describing thie proposed action and any expected environmental and hlstorlc B
effects as well'as a map of the affected area..

We are providing these’ reports so that you may review the information that will form the o
" basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding, If any of

" the information'is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or

if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review. process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analy51s (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N. w.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No

- "AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent -

- deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (wnth a copy to the
undersrgned) would be apprecrated within three weeks.

_ Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the envrronmental and/or N
hlstonc preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions-concerning ,
this proposal, please contact the undersrgned by telephone at (202). 338-1325 or by mail at Sldney .
Stnckland and Associates, PLLC, 3050-K Street N.W.;'Suite 10] Washmgton DC 20007 '

Thank you in advance for your cooperatlon

Slncerely, ) .y
/// e R S ‘,"/
. - ," < / T
vy — \‘. ‘7\ - )ﬂ e

Sldne_y,L/ Strickland, Jr.
‘Enclosure
‘SLAS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
' 3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101 '
~ WASHINGTON, DC: 20007-5108"
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-672-5399 -

- II;,SIDNEYL STRJCKLAND R . ,
R Sndney Strlckland@stncklandpllc com - . ‘ '} :
g PP Lol - June 5, 2006 -

: 'Natlonal Oceamc and Atmospherlc
~Administration: '
‘National Geodetic: Survey
" 1315 East-West highway .~
Sl]ver Sprmgs MD 20910 3282

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No 439X) BNSF Razlway Company-——Abandonment
Exemptton ~in Bottmeau County ND

'Dear Sir or Madam '

On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans-on ﬁlmg with-
~ the Surface Transportatlon Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemptlon seeking authority to abandon
. 11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10; near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,
- near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and

- Historic Reports descrlbmg the proposed action and any expected enwronmental and historic
effects as well as a map of the affected area.

- . "Weare prov1d1ng these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic ana]yses of this proceeding. If any of
. the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or .-
-if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the

.. Section of Envirenmental Analy31s (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
"AB-6.(Sub. No. 439X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent

_ deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (w:th a copy to the

' under31gned) would be appreciated w1thm three weeks.

, Your comments will be considered by the STB in- evaluatmg the env1ronmenta] and/or
_ historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
' this proposal please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and- Assocxates PLLC 3050 K Street, N. W Suxte 10] Washmgton DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

: Si'nc’ere]y, ‘ ' '
s o // /'/;ﬁ
Sidney/L. Stnckland Jr /T
Erﬁgy ure e

, SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND. Assocmnss PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SuIre 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007- 5108 -
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-672-5399 '

.SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR. . v _
. Sidney.Strickland@stricklandpllc.com B
L . June 5, 2006

Ms. Victoria Rutson
Chief, SEA

* Surface Transportatlon Board

. 1925 K: Street, N.W. v
Washmgton D. C 20423 OOO] »

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6.(Sub. No 439X) BNSF R(ulway Company———Abandonment.,_.r- - S
Exemptmn — in Bottineau County, ND .

'Dear Ms. Rutson

On or about June 26, 2006 BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁ]mg wnth '
the Surface Transportatlon Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to dbandon
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52. 00;.
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Lme”) Attached are Environmentaland . - .

‘Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected env1ronmental and. hlStOI'lC '
' effects as well as a map ofthe affected area. :

Smcere]y,

STB Docker No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
' © 3050 K ST.N.W.,, SUITE 101"
WASHINGTON, DC 20007- 5108
- TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325 .
FAX: 202-672-5399 - - -

L SIDNEYL STRJCKLAND JR ;‘j-:

- June 5,2006

J R Flores, State Conservatlomst

USDA Natural Resources Conservatron Serv1ce »
220 East Rosser Ave ' L :

" P.O:Box 1458 - .

”Blsmarck ND 58502 1458

Re 'ST. B Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 439X) BNSF Razlway Company—Abandonment
Exemptzon m Bottmeau County, ND

- -"Dear Mr. Flores

: On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) p]ans on ﬁlmg with’
- _rthe Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemptnon seeking authority to abandon -
~ 11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, néar Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,"
." near Souris, in Bottmeau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and
* Historic Reports descrlbmg the proposed actlon and any expected envrronmental and hlstonc
effects as well as a map of the affected area.

] - Weare prov1dmg these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
- ba51s for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
 the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
- if you:have any questions about thie STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
* Section of Envrronmental Analysrs (SEA) Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.-W.,
. Washmgton DC 20423- 0001, Telephone (202).565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
.= AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) Because the- apphcab]e statutes and regulations impose stringent.
deadlines for processing this actlon your written’ comments to SEA (w1th a copy to'the
’ undersrgned) would be apprecrated within three weeks.

_ Your.comments will be conS|dered by the STB in evaluatmg the énvrronmental and/or
“historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland andAssociates, PLLC, 3050 K Street N.W,, Surte 101, Washmgton DC 20007.

- Thank you.in advance for your cooperation.

. Smcerely,

- g // AR A
; i neyL Strickiand, Jr. R ///,
EpefGsure - : - /,;’5/ .
' SLS/eew o

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND. Assocmres PLLC
© 3050 K ST.N.W., SUITE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007 5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-672-5399 o

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
. Sidney. Strickland@stricklandpllc.com . e
SR - June'5, 2006

Merlan E. Paaverud, Jr.

‘State Historic Preservation Officer

‘State Historical Society of North Dakota
612 East Boulevard Avenue

'Blsmarck ND 58505 0830

Re STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 439X) BNSF Rm[way Company—Abandonment S
EAenzptzon — in Bottineau County, ND ' .

' Dear Mr Paaverud

"~ Onor about June 26, 2006, BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) p]ans on ﬁlmg w1th
the Surface Transportatlon Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon -
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52. 00, -
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and -
Historic-Reports descnbmg the proposed action and any expected envrronmental and historic
effects as well as ‘amap of the. affected area: o .

~ We are providing these reports so that you may review the mformat10n that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of )
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing; or .
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N. W‘ '
- Washington, DC 20423- 0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No. .
~ AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X).. Because the- applicable statutes and regulations impose strmgent o
_ deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (wrth a copy to the
undersrgned) would be apprecrated within three weeks.

Your comments will be consrdered by the STB in eva]uatmg the envrronmental and/or
historic preservation nnpacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questlons concemmg o
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 oi by mail at Sldney '
Strickland and Assocrates PLLC 3050K. Street N.W., Suite 101 Washmgton DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperatron

Sm/zrely,

Srdney L ,S)tnckland irs
Enc
SfS/eew

STB-Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
"~ 3050 K ST. NW,, SuiTe 101 -
WASHINGTON, DC 2000‘7-5108 ,
- TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
- Fax: 202-672-5399°

T SIDNEYL STRICKLAND e T
S Srdney Smckland(u!stncklandpllccom IR -
LU TR e June5 2006 L

North Dakota State Water Commlss1on ‘

/900 East Boulevard Avenue
Blsmarck ND 58505 0850

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 439X) BNSF Ratlway Company—Abandonment
Exemptzon —in. Bottmeau Coumy, ND

Dear Slr or Madam

: On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁhng w:th

the Surface Transportatron Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemptlon seekmg authority to abandon
" 11.90'miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Lme”) Attached are Environmental and -
Historic Reports descrrbmg the proposed action and any expected env1ronmenta] and historic
effects as well asa map of the affected area. :

. ‘We are provrdmg these reports SO that you may review the 1nformatlon that will form the

~ basis.for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of '
. the'information is mlsleadmg or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
- if you have any questions.about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
“Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
*Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.

» *~ AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) Because the applicable statutes and regulatlons impose stringent
+ . deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the

o undersigned) would be appreciated within three'weekS'

Your comments w1ll be consrdered by the STB in evaluatmg the environmental and/or
h1stor1c preservat:on impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
 this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202).338-1325 or by mail at Sidney -
Strlckland and Associates, PLLC 3050 K Street N.wW,, Sulte 101, Washuhgton DC 20007

' Thank you in advance for your cooperatron

Sincerely,

Encl lire
S/eew s ' LS

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SlDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
' "3050 K ST.N.W,, SuIte 101 .
WASHINGTON, DC 20007 5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-672-5399 .

SlDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
- Sidney. Stnckland(“strlcklandpllc com

June‘S,.2006 '
US. Army Engineer Dlstrrct Omaha

106 S. 15™ Street
Omaha NE 68102

Re: STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 439X) BNSF Rarlway Company—Abandonment
Exemptwn —in Bottineau County, ND : o

"D'ea'r Sir or Madam

: On or r about June 26 2006 BNSF Rar]way Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁlmg w1th

- the Surface Transportatlon Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon . .
" 11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF, Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Mllepost 52.00,
. near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and .

. Historic Reports describing the proposed action. and any expected environmental-and hrstonc Do
effects as wel] as a map of the affected area. ' :

We are provrdmg these reports so that you may review the information that will form the -
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceedmg Ifany of -
the.information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is ‘missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W. .
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations i impose stringent
.- deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy to the

: .under31gned) would be apprecxated within three weeks. o

Your comments w1]] be consrdered by the STB m'evaluating'the environmental and/or. - V
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning -

this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sldney o

: Strrckland and Assocrates PLLC 3050K Street N W., Suite 101, Washmgton DC 20007
Thank you in advance for your cooperatlon

Sincerely, - . I
// e ,/’-

2 ‘,‘_;_A
1dne Strlckland Jr.

" Enefosure

BLS/eew.

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



- SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
' 3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101 "~ '
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
- TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-672-5399

g SIDNEYL SrmcKLAND R o .
: Sldney Stnckland@strlcklandplIc com s . o
ST S : - June 5,2006 - -
U S Flsh and Wlldhfe Servrce _
Regron6 ' :

~ -~ Denver Federal Center
--Denver CcO. 80225

- Re:. ST B Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 439X) BNSF leway Company—-Abandonment
Exemptwn —in Bomneau County, ND

- Dear Slr or Madam

On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportatlon Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon-
'11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost-40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and
Historic. Reports descrlbmg the proposed action and any expected env1ronmental and historic

o effects as wel] asa map of the affected area.

: We are prov1dmg these reports S0 that you may review the information that will form the '
: basrs for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
- the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertment information is missing, or
. if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
~ . Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportatlon Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
. - Washington, DC 20423-0001, “Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
-. AB=6 (Sub. No. 439X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent -
- deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersrgned) ‘would be apprecrated within three weeks '

* Your comments w1]] be consrdered by the STB in evaluatmg the environmental and/or
" historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
' 'Stnckland and Assocrates PLLC 3050 K Street N.W. Su1te 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank-‘you in advance for your cooperatlon.

, Smcerely,

A ,{ )3 (,‘_%,// ,/’r,/’ /7
. gﬁ? Strlckr';f{a Ir. g Y,
osure | oy /

- SLS/eew 7

STB Docket No..AB-6'(Sub, No: 439X)



,-‘\/ﬁ//’-—‘

SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
‘3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE101 :
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
- Fax: 202-672-5399

'SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR. ,
- Sidney.Strickland@stricklandplic.com T
o June 5, 2006
- Tim Zachmeier
~ Wildlife Biologist
- U.S. Bureau of Land Management
 North Dakota Field Office
'2933 Third Avenue West
Dickinson, ND 58601-2619.

Re ST. B Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No 439X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
- Exemption — m Bottineau County, ND L D

Dear Mr. Zachmeler

On or about June 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁlmg w1th
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking, authority to abandon :
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52:00,
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and
Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic
effects, as well asa map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding.. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the . .
- Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N. W,
Washlngton DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
" AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent :
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy to the
undersigned) would be appremated ‘within three weeks. o

Your comments w1l] be con51dered by the STB in evaluatmg the environmental and/or
hlStOrlC preservation impacts of the contemp]ated action. If there are any questions:concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sldney '
Strickland and Assocxates PLLC 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washmgton DC 20007 '

Than-k you in advance for your cooperatton.

Sincerely,

i / ]

Sidney L. Strlckland Jr.
Enctosure _ S
SLS/feew . = . &

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
- 3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101 :
WASHINGTON, DC 20007 5108
‘TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-672-5399

SlDNEYL STRICKLAND JR ' . .
* . Sidne Stnckland wstnckland liccom . .

' :-v"'June 5, 2006 -

" Jesse Hanson, Coordinator.
“ Planning and Natural Resources Division
.~ North Dakota Parks and Recreatlon Depanment
1600 E. Century Ave." _
o Suite3 . c
_ Bxsmarck ND 58503 0649

Re 'S T B Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 439X) BNSF Rallway Company——A bandonment
Exemptton - m Bottmeau County, ND

Dear Mr Hanson

On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to-abandon
11.90:miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,
" near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and
' Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and hlstonc

effects as well as a map of the affected area. : :

‘We are prowdmg these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
" basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. 1f any of -
- the information. is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertment information is missing, or

* . if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the

- Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,

- Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.

AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)." Because the apphcable statutes and ‘regulations i impose stringent

~ deadlines for processing this action; your written comments to SEA (thh a copy to the
nders:gned) would be appreciated within three weeks. : :

_ Your comments will be con51dered by the STB in eva]uatmg the énvnronmental and/or
hlStOl‘lC preservation impacts of the contemp]ated action. If there are any questions concerning
- this proposal, please contact the u11der31gned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W-, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you-in advance for your cooperatio'n. :

© Sincerely, P ,Q;
‘/)’__ /

/" /";"// *

Sldney Stnckland Jr. :
Enefosure - : ._,,,/
" SLS/eew - -

STB Docker No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
"~ 3050 K ST.N.W., SUITE 101 - :
WASHINGTQN DC 20007 -5108. -
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 2024672-5_399

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.

. Sidney. Stnckldnd(\lncklandpllc<.0m "
. : June's, 2006

'Robert Indvik, Bottineau County Road Supermtendent
Bottineau County Roads Department

314 W. 5" Street -

Bottmeau ND 58318

' Re STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 439X) BNSF Razlway Company—Abandonment
~ Exemption — in Bottmeau County, ND - .

Dear Mr Indv1k

On or about June 26, 2006, BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁllng w1th
~ the Surface Transportatxon Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost:52.00,.
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmerital and " .
Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected envnonmental and hlStOl‘lC
effects as well as a map of the affected area. :

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
" basis for the STB’s independent environmental and-historic analyses of this proceeding.. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contactthe
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC' 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
" AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent -
- deadlines for processing this action; your written comments.to SEA (thh a copy to the
underSJgned) wou]d be apprecmted within three weeks. - :

- 'Your comments w1]1 be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 5
historic preservatlon impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning -~ ..
-~ this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202)338-1325 or by mail at Sldney _
Strlckland and Assoc:ates PLLC,3050K Street, N.W.; Suite 101 Washmgton DC 20007 S

Thank you m advance for your cooperatlon

Sinc_e/r/ely, ’ o

/ Ny : + /// /
e e /c ; .

STl.;eTV Strxck]and/f)/ /

‘Encle : : ' 74

SL_S/eew

STB Dockét No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
- 3050 K ST.N.W., SUITE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-510_8,

- . TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
. FAX: 202-672-5399

SIDNEYL STR.ICKLAND JR e A »
; Sldney Stnckland@strlcklandpllc com . SR
Tl S - -June 5, 2006

' "‘"Bottmeau County Commlssxoners '
“ ‘c/o Mae Strelch ‘County Audltor '
314w St _

‘ Bottmeau ND 58318

" Re:. STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 439X) BNSF Razlway Company—Abandonment
Exemptton “« m Boltmeau County, ND

k ’_Dear SII‘S or Madams

On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) ‘plans on flmg with
" the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemptlon seeking authority to abandon-
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost-40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,
near Souris, in Bottmeau County, North Dakota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and
Historic Reports descnbmg the proposed action and any expected envnronmental and historic
S effects, as well asa map of the affected area. -

A We are prov1d1ng these reports SO that you may review the information that will form the
- basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
- the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertment information is missing, or
- - if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
- Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) Surface Transportatlon Board, 1925 K Street, N: W
.- Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
- AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) ‘Becaiise the applicable statutes and regulatlons impose stringent .

-~ deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
L underSIgned) wou]d be apprecxated thhm three weeks

" Your comments w1ll be cons:dered by the STB in evaluatmg the environmental and/or
, hlstonc preservation impacts-of the. contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please. contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney -
_ Stnckland and Associates, PLLC 3050 K Street N.W,, Su1te ]0] Washington;, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperatlon

Sin',c‘/e}re]y,

e .
Sldney L/ Stnckland Jr

Encldsure , : .
: SLS/e_ew_ o o o

STB Docket No.. AB-6 (Siib. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
'3050 K ST: N.W., SUITE 101
 WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX 202-672 5399

" SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR. A N _
~ Sidney.Strickland@stricklandpllc.com ) S
o . June 5, 2006

Robert Maydwell
* U.S. Natjonal Park Service
- Midwest Region . :
.601 Riverfront Drive - -
~'Omaha NE 68102-4226

Re STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439)() BNSF leway Company—Abandonment S

Exemption — in Bottineau County, ND

Dear Mr. Maydwell:

On or about June 26, 2006, BNSF Rarlway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁlmg w1th
the Surface Transponatron Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemptlon seeking authority to abandon
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near. Bottineau, and Milepost 52. 00,.
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and. .
Historic Reports describing the proposed actron and any- expected environmental and hrstonc
effects, as well as a map of the affected area..

.We areproviding these reports so that you may review the information that will fo‘rm'thev '
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transpdﬂat‘ion Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
~* Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No

- AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose strmgent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (wrth a copy to the .
: undersrgned) would be apprecrated wrthm three weeks. : :

Your comments will be consrdered by the STB in evaluatmg the envrronmental and/or
historic preservatron impacts of the- contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning -
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by.mail‘at Srdney :
‘Strickland and Assocrates PLLC, 3050 K Street ‘N.W., Suite 101, Waslnngton DC. 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperatron

Sihce’r,'ely; o
Srd])Jf’Strrékland .lr
Enclosure

SLS/eew -

STB Docket No. AB6 (Sub. No. 439X) -



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND Assocm‘rss PLLC
3050 K ST.N.W,, SuIte 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-51_08
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325"
Fax: 202-672-5399
SIDNEYL STR.ICKLAND JR _ o
Sldne‘ Stnckldndz stnckland lc. com__ oo

- June-S,"2A006 v o

: "‘,'CurtA McCormrck

" Pretreatment Coordmator .

. U.S. Envrronmental Protectron Agency
'Reglon 8

. 999 18" Street

<. Suite300 - . :
o .v_'Denver CO 80202 2466

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No. 439)() BNSF Rarlway Company—Ab(mdonment
Exempnon —in Bottmeau County, ND :

Dear Mr McCormrck

. o On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rarlway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing wrth
" the Surface Transportatron Board (“STB?) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
" 11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF. Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,

= near Souris, in Bottineau County, ‘North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and

Hlstorlc Reports describing the proposed action and any expected envrronmenta] and historic -
. effects as well as a map of the affected area. - -

_ We are provxdmg these reports so that you may review the information that wrll form the .
“basis for the STB’s independent envirenmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or mcorrect if you-believe that pertment information is missing, or -
“-if'you have any questrons about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
“Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportatlon Board, 1925 K Street, N.-W.,

" Washington, DC-20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No. .
AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the apphcable statutes and regulations i impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to’ SEA- (with a copy to the
undersrgned) ‘would be apprecrated wrthm three weeks. : n :
I

Your comments will be consrdered by the STB in evaluatmg the environmental and/or
‘historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action.- If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
~ Strickland and Associates; PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

. Thank.you in advance for your.cooperatron.

'

Sincerely, ' o L ,/'.f /
’/ /ﬁ\ //!L-:t-% A{/éh__/’ /,
SlMStnckland Jr: -/ s
- Enclosure '

SLS/eew : » 1 Lo

STB Docket No.-AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



" 608 East Boulevard Avenue

- SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC -
. -3050 K ST.N.W,, SUITE 101 :
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
_ Fax: 202-672-5399

© - SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR. -
Sidney.Strickland@stricklandpllc.com - S ’
o : June §, 2006

' Bob Johnston, Rail Planner’
" North Dakota Department of Transportatlon

Blsmarck ND 58505-0700

" Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No 439X) BNSF leway Company—-Abandonment
Exempuon —in Bottmeau County, ND i o

'Dear Mr. J ohnston

: On or about June 26, 2006 BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁ]mg w1th
 the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exeinption seeking authorlty to abandon
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and-Milepost 52. 00

“near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Lme”) Attached are Environmental and . -
Historic Reports descnbmg the proposed action and’ any expected envxronmenta] and hlstorlc N
effects as well.as a map of the affected area, : : '

: We are providing these reports 50 that you may review the mformatxon that will form the
- basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of

the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is mxssmg, or .
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the . '
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925’ K Street; N.W.,.
Washmgton DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No."

. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent .

- deadlines for processing this action; your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy to. the

' underSJgned) would be appremated w1th1n three weeks : :

Your comments will be corusldered by the STB in evaluatmg the: envxronmental and/or
historic preservation lmpacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning .
this proposal, please contact the undersxgned by telephone at (202). 338:1325or by mail at Sldney
Strlckland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street N W., Suite lOl Washmgton DC 20007 ' ’

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

S.incerely,‘; ._ L // /

v/// / -{/l/t.«.l, / /

lﬁldneij Strlckland Jr. //, o
Efrc‘losure ' &
SLS/eew -

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND Assocmrss PLLC -
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101 .
- ‘WASHINGTON, DC 20007 -5108 -
TELEPHONE: 202-338:1325
Fax: 202-672-5399

' iSlDNF_YL STRlCKLAND W
:'.Sldney Stnckland@stncklandpllccom L _ S
TR e -JuneS.2006b _
North Dakota Env1ronmenta] Health Sectxon

" P.O; Box 5520
Brsmarck ND 58506 5520

Re STB Docket No AB 6 (Sub ‘No..439X) BNSF Rallway Company—Abandonment
Exemptzon ~in Bottmeau County, ND

' Dear Srr or Madam

S On or about June 26 2006 BNSF Rarlway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁlmg with
the Surface Transportatlon Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemptlon seeking authority to abandon

" 11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,

near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and -
Historic Reports descrlbmg the proposed action and any expected env1ronmental and historic .
: effects as well as a map of the affected area.

. We are prov1dmg these reports o) that you may review the mformatron that will form the
. basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. 1f any of
" the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or

if you have any queéstions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the

,.‘-'SCCUOH of Environmental Analysis- (SEA) Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
: Washmgton DC. 20423- 0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.

" AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the apphcable statutes and regulatlons impose stringent

. deadlinesfor processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the

undersrgned) would be appre01ated within three weeks. '

_ “Your comments w111 be consrdered by the STB i in evaluatmg the envrronmental and/or
hrstonc preservation impacts of. the contemp]ated action.” If there are any questions concerning
- this proposal, please contact the undersngned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney -

- _Strlckland and Associates, PLLC 3050 K Street, N. W Suite 101 Washmgton DC 20007

Thank you m advance for 3 your cooperatlon

Smc,erely, .

. /( N
. . AN Y -
(e A

p . - -~ /’J I
Sidney J swickland, Je. oy

- SLS/eew

Enetsure S /

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC =
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101 . :
- WASHINGTON, DC _20007 -5108
~ TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
. Fax: 202-672-5399 -

SlDNEYL STRICKLAND, JR.

Sidney. Stnck]andf‘stncklandpllc com. -, ' T
o | | June 5, 2006

' Bruce Lange : :
Water Resource Program Admmlstrator
Flood Plain Department
Noith Dakota State Water Commission . -
900 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 770
Bismarck, ND 58505-0850 '

Re: ST B Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 439X) BNSF Razlway Company—Abandonment
Exempnon —in Bottmeau County, ND" R

o Dear Mr Lange:

On or about June 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁlmg wnth
the Surface Transportation-Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption $eeking authority to abandon ..
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost: 52.00,
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Lme”) Attached are Environmental and -
Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected enwronmental and hlstonc
effects, as well as a map of the affected area. «

We are prov:dmg these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertment information is missing, or-
if you have any-questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the

- . . Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface. Transportation' Board, 1925 K Street, N. W
-~ Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
* AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent. = -
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (W]th a copy to the <L
undersi gned) would be apprecmted w1thm three weeks o -

) Your comments w:ll be consxdered by the STB.in evaluatmg the enwronmental and/or f .

historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning

this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at.Sidney .
~ Strickland and-Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007."

Thank you in.advance for your cooperation.

Sldne ,lf Stnckland Jr
Enc‘ry osure
.- SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No..439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND.AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101 .
- WASHINGTON, DC: 20007-5108 -
: TELEPHONE:'202-338-1325,
Fax: 202-672-5399

. SlDNEYL STR]CKLAND - I |
ldne Stnckland custnckland llc. com e ' o » : o

“"Daniel E.-Cimarosti " .
Regulatory Program Manager :
“Corps of Engineers; Omaha District
North Dakota Regulatory Off ice
1513 South 12" Street
: _-_Brsmarck ND 58504 6640

" Re: ST, B Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 439X) BNSF Razlway Comp(my—Abandonment
Exemptton - m Bottmeau County, ND

Dear Mr Ctmarostr '

. .Onor about June: 26 2006 BNSF Rar]way Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
‘the Surface Transportation- Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,
- 'near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and"
- Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and hrstorrc
‘ effects as well as a map of the affected area

‘We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basrs for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
“the mformatlon is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertment information is missing, or

. if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the

- Section of Environmental Analysrs (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,

- Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
“AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations i impose stringent
~ deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (wrth a copy to'the

‘ undersrgned) would be apprecrated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluatmg the: énvrronmental and/or
“historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
-this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strlckland and-Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC, 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperatron

© Sincerely, '

P p= ST _//// / o

LS Z A
Sidney ). Strickland, Jr. S/

' Eneldsure o ’/

'SLS/eew: '

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) .



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101
_ WASHINGTON, DC 20,007-5108 -
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325 -~
_FAX: 202-672-5399

'SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR. L
_ Sidney.Strickland@stricklandpllc.com

June 5, 2006

“Jeffrey K. Towner
Field Supervisor o
~ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servxce
North Dakota Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue
~ Bismarck, ND 58501

“Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 439X) BNSF Razlway Company——Abandonment
Exempnon — in Bottineau County, ND :

. Dear Mr Towner o

On or about June 26,2006, BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
'11:90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau; and Milepost-52.00;
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and " -
Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected envnronmental and hlstonc
- effects, as well asa map of the affected area.

We are provxdmg these reports so that you may review the information.that. will form the
basis for the STB’s mdependent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of -
- the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is mlssmg, or:
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the |
- Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street,; N. W
- Washington, DC . 20423-0001 , Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.-

AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent.
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (W1th a copy to the -
unders:gned) would be appreciated within three weeks. . ‘

. Your comments will be con51dered by the STB in evaluatmg the env1ronmenta] and/or S
 historic. preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concemmg :

this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by. mail at Sidney .

Strlckland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.-W., Suite 101 Washmgton DC 20007 )

_ Thank you in advance for your cooperatlon'.

Smcere]y, . oL /
4 /2/ Vo
/M\ LA ke ’
Sidney-L. Strickland, Jr. ~ . .
Enclosure L

SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
. 3050 K ST.N.W., SUITE101 "
"~ WASHINGTON, DC 20007 5108
- TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-672-5399
" SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND,JR, _ 7
7 Sidney.Strickland@stricklandplic.com . - ] . -
e SRR June $,2006
SR '_Dav:dE Glatt PE Chlef
-7 North Dakota Departmeit of Health
-~ Environmental Health.Section. = .~ -
© " Gold Seal Center, 918 E. D|v1de Ave. "
= Blsmarck ND 58501 1947

Re STB Docket No AB- 6 (Sub. No 439X) BNSF Ratlway Company—Abandonment
Exempuon = m Bottmeau County, ND . :

-Dear Mr Glatt

: o On or about June 26 2006, BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board. (“STB”) a Notice of Exemptlon seeking authority to abandon -
_ 11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10; near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,
" near Souns in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and
- Historic Reports descrlbmg the proposed action and any expected envxronmental and historic
effects as well asa map of the affected area.

_ We are prov:dm g these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
' basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceedmg If any of
“the 1nformat10n is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or .~
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysxs (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W,,
- Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
-'AB-6(Sub. No. 439X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
- deadlines for processing’ this action, your written comments. to SEA (thh a copy to the '
- under51gned) would be appremated w1th1n three weeks.

. * Your-comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or

, hlstonc preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are. any fuestions concerning

. this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
' 'Stnck]and and Assoc1ates PLLC 3050 K- Street; N.W., Su1te 101 » Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you'in advance for your cooperatlon
- Sincerely,

. oy ‘“'.."/> "_!'—7‘— b // e '—".
. /f' , /’ ///' /l.,-..— - z <
\/‘/ !- '1-\ J o //.;_.,' JEaT

SldneyL Strlckland Jr
Enol(ure
SLS/eew :

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
© 3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101 ’ .
. WASHINGTON, DC 20007 5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
"FAX: 202-672-5399

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR. .
Sidney. Strickland@stricklandplic.com, S
: . 5 June 5, 2006

“Julie Prescott - '
‘Regulatory Section -
State of North Dakota
Office of the State Engineer
900 East Boulevard = .
Bismarck, ND 58505- 0850

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) BNSF Ratlway Company—Abandonment ,> ’
Exempnon —in Bottmeau County, ND : :

- Dear Ms. Prescott:

On or about June 26,.2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon '
11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52:00,
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and.

~ Historic Reports describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and hlstorlc
. effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are prowdmg these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
ba51s for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding.  If any of
the information is misleading orincorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the ~

- Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation.Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
- Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above. Docket No."- ;
* AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose strmgent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to'SEA (wnth a copyto the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three- weeks. ,

Your comments will be c01131dered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
hlStOl‘lC preservation impacts of the contemplated action: If there are any questions. concerning

this proposal; please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney o

- Strickland arid Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street N W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007
Than,k you in advance foryour cooperatlon.-

Slncerely, ' L
,/’ 'I-"/” v
— SldneyL Strlckland Jr.
Enc}/sure :
-SLS/eew

P

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No: 439%) -



_ SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND Assocmss PLLC
- 3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101 -
WASHINGTON, DCv20007 5108
_ :TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325.
~ Fax: 202-672-5399:

SIDNEYL STRJCKLAND JR
: Sldne Stncklandt stnckland'_]lc Lom

- “June 5, 2006

v Govemor s Ofﬁce A
i ,600 East Boulevard Avenue
" " "Department 101 '

B -Btsmarck ND 58505 3001

Re ST B Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 439)() BNSF Razlway Company—Abandonment
Exemptzon —in Bottmeau County, ND

5 ._ Dear Slr or Madam

On or about- June 26 2006 BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁlmg with
the Surface Transportatlon Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemptton seeking authority to abandon -
11.90'miles of railroad line between BNSF Mllepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00,-
 niear Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and

- Historic Reports: descrlbmg the proposed action and any: expected env1ronmental and historic

o effects as well as a map of the affected area.

_ ' We are provrdmg these reports 50 that you may review the mformahon that will form the -
 basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertment information is missing; or
- if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
~Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,

- Washington, DC.-20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
- ‘AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the applicable- statutes and regulatlons impose stringent -
- “deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy to the

B undersrgned) would be: apprecxated within three weeks o .

Your comments will be coxtsldered by the STB in- eva]uatlng the environmental and/or
hlstorlc preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338- 1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strlckland and Assocnates PLLC 3050K Street N.W,, Su1te 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperatlon

Smcerely, o / 5,

/. / ,{ A
*Sidne ,,I/Stnckland, .
-Enclosure
- SLS/eew.

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Siib. No. 439X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
"3050 K ST. N.W., SuITE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20_007-5108 :
_TELEPHQNE:-202-338-1325_ -
FAXx: 202-672-5399

'SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR. ‘
Sidney.Strickland@stricklandpllc.com .

June 5,2006
o Natlona] Oceanic and Atmospherlc

- Administration .
* National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West highway .
Sllver Sprmgs MD 20910-3282 .

Re ST B Docket No. AB—6 (Sub No. 439X) BNSF leway Company—Abandonment .
Exempnon —.in Bomneau County, ND .

~Dear'_ Sir or Madam:-

On or about June 26, 2006, BNSF Rallway Company (“BNSF”) plans on ﬁlmg w1th
the Surface Transportatlon Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
-11.90 miles of railroad line between BNSF Milepost 40.10, near Bottineau, and Milepost 52.00;
near Souris, in Bottineau County, North Dakota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and
Historic Reports describing the proposed actlon and any expected env1ronmental and hlstorlc
effects as wel] asa map of the affected area. :

" We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that w1ll form the -

" basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of

- SldneyL Stnckland Jr

the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is. missing, or’
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, ‘please contactthe
~ Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NN\W.,
.- Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No
- AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X). Because the apphcable statutes and regulations impose strmgent
- deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy ‘to the"
: undersngned) would be apprec1ated w1thm three weeks..

, Your comments w1]l be cons:dered by. the STB in evaluatmg the envnronmental and/or L
" historic preservation impacts of the contemp]ated action. If there are any questions concemmg
this proposal, please coritact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or- by mail at Sldney
Stnckland and Assocnates PLLC 3050 K. Street N.W., Suite 101 Washmgton DC 20007

“Thank you in advance for your cooperatlon

Sincerely‘, :

Enclosure
. SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 439X)



