City of Flora, lllinois

Phone (618) 662-8313 City Hall Building 131 East Second Street
Fax (618) 662-3000
Bob Tackitt, Mayor
Commissioners 02)([. £3 b
Ed McCormick
Norman Henderson
aEnciIr
B’;";ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁ: Mr Vemon A Williams ]‘(I:i‘ii S ! I
Secretary Pavbbd § Aaes
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20423-0001
Re CSX Abandonment in Clay County, lllinois. STB Dochet Number AB-55 (sub-
no.678x). i T
@ Dear Mr. Williams.
£ r~
'§ = 7 This request is filed on behalf of the City of Flora, [llinois which 1s a municipal
@8 o~ -sg corporation, which is hereinafter referred (o as ‘proponent’.
=
t
E% ; a'!% Whilc not taking a position on the merits of this abandonment, proponent requests
“ g = & issuance of a Public Use Condition as well as a Certificate or Notice of Interim Trail
2 T Use rather than an outright abandonment authorization beiween Railroad Milepost
3 BXO 74.14 o Railroad Milepost BXO 75 0, a distance of 0.86 miles known as the

l'lora North Branch, City of Flora, Clay County, [llinois (the "Line").

A} A. Public Use Condition
gﬁ'}iﬁh
Tz Proponent requests the STB to find that this property is suitable for other public use,

spectfically trail use, and to place the following conditions on the abandonment:

e L 1 An order prohibiting the carrier from disposing of the cormridor, other than
the tracks, ties and signal equipment, except of public use on reasonable terms. The
R - Justification for this condition is that the corridor would make an excellent
&}L P recrcational trail and conversion of the property to trail use 1s in accordance witsh_ _
:'-‘h*'-'a“ local ‘plaiis The ttme-period sought ts 180 days from the effective date of the
i abandonment authorization Proponent needs this much time because we have not
L s had an opportunity complete a trail plan and commence negotiations with the carrier
It
Wit 2 .
= Y B. Interim Trail Use
o Jf
g:;i“' The railroad right-of-way in this proceeding is suitable for rail banking. In addition
to the public use conditions sought above, Proponent also makes the following

request




STATEMENT OF WILLINGNESS TO ASSUME FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

In order to establish interim trail use and rail banking under section 8(d) of the National Trails
System Act, 16 US C §1247(d), and 49 C.F.R. §1152 29, the City of Flora, Illinois 1s willing to
assume full responsibility for management of, for any legal liability arising out of the transfer or use
of (unless the user is immune from liability, in which case it need only indemnify the railroad against
any potential hability), and for the payment of any and all taxcs that may be levied or assessed
against the right-of-way owned by CSX. -

The property, known as the Flora North Branch extends from railroad milepost BXO 74.14 to
rallroad milepost BXO 75 0 a distance of 0.86 miles in Clay County, IL. The right-of-way is part of a
line of railroad proposed for abandonment in STB Docket No. AB-55 (sub-no 678x).

A map depicting the right-of-way 1s attached.

The City of Flora acknowledges that use of the right-of-way is subject to the user’s continuing to
meet its responsibilities described above and subject to possible future reconstruction and
reactivation of the right-of-way for rail service.

By my signature below, 1 certify service on June 18, 2007 upon

Steven C. Armbrust

CSX Transportation, Inc.

500 Water St., J-150

Jacksonville, Florida. 32202 (fax: 904-245-3357)

Respectfully submutted,

%/ Zt;ﬁ(z—

The Honorable Robert Tackitt
Mayor
On behalf of The City of Flora, Illinois
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Proposed Abandonment of the
North Flora Branch

ILLINQIS SUBDIVISION

NORTH FLORA BRANCH

BXO 7414 - BXO 730

STB Docket No AB3S - 678X
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BXO 74 to BXD 730 (EO.TI}
s distance of 080 Miles +4~

Clay County, lilinele
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