SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC

3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SINNE Y L. STRICKLAND, JR 2 \q 1

SIDNEY.STRICKLANDERS TRICKLANDPLLC.COM

July 11, 2007

Vernon A. Williams, Secretary

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20423-0001 :

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X) BNSF Railway Company—
Abandonment Exemption — in Webster County, NE

Dear Sceretary Williams.

i‘nciosed pleasc find an oniginal and 10 copics of the Petition for Exemption
under 49 1.8.C. 10502 for filing with the Board in the above-referenced matter.

Also cnclosed is a check in the amount of $5.400 for the filing fcc.

Very truly yours
Sidngy L. Strickland, Jr.

orney for BNSF Railway Company
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ELIZABETH E. WAITE

L Attorneys for:

BNSF Railway Company
3050 K Street, N.W.
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007

Dated: July 11, 2007
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BEFORE TIE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB DOCKET NO. AB-6 (SUB. NO. 460X)

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
--ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION--
IN WEBSTER COUNTY, NE

PETITION FOR EXEMPTION

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") petitions the Surface Transportation Board
("STB" or "Board") to exempt, under 49 U S.C. § 10502, from the prior approval
requirements of 49 U S C, § 10903, BNSI's abandonment of a 8.41-mile rail line located

in Webster County, Nebraska.

PROPOSED TRANSACTION
BNSF proposes to abandon its rail line located between Milepost 193.60 and
Milepost 202.01, ncar Red Cloud in Webster County, Ncbraska (the "Line"). The Line
traverses U.S Postal Service Zip Codes 68970 and 68952. A map of the Line is attached
as L:xhibit A.
Based on information in BNSF's possession, the Line does not contain any
federally granted right-of-way. Any documentation in BNSF's posscssion will be made

available to those requesting it.

STB Docket No. AB-6 {Sub. No. 460X)
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STATEMENT OF FACTS

Prior (o 1983, the Line was part of a through route between Kansas City,
Missouri, and Denver, Colorado. In 1983, a bridge west of Red Cloud was damaged,
rendering this overhead route unserviceable. All overhead traffic was rerouted to other
lines. Since 1983, only local traffic could move over the 5.25-mile portion of the Line
between Milepost 196.76 and Milepost 202.01 (“Western Line Segment™), but there have
been no customers since that ume. BNSIK has recently identified the Western Line
Segment as having poor track conditions, and the onc (1) bridge located on the line is
damaged Rehabilitation costs to fix the bridge are estimated at approximately $870,000
Upon abandonment authorization, the Westem Line Segment will be salvaged. In sum,
BNST is currently unable to operate the Western Line Scgment on a profitable basis
There are no customers on this portion of the linc and BNSF does not anticipate
customers 1n the future, making continued maintenance of the Western Line Segment
impractical and unprofitable. Conscquently, BNSF is left with no option other than to

abandon thc Western Line Segment.

Currently. Red Cloud Grain, LLC (*RCG™) leases and operates its shuttle service
on the 3.16-mule portion of the Line between Milepost 193.60 and Milepost 196.76
(“Eastern Line Segment™). RCG is the only customer which has used that portion of the
Lme within the last two (2) years. The Eastern Linc Segment has been recently
rehabilitated to allow for the expansion of RCG’s ¢clevator operation to a shuttle facility.

RCG’s operations include supplying wheat to marhets in the castern half of the

United States via transportation over BNSF lines. RCG has the capacity to load 110-car
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shuttles. Currently, BNSF operatcs one (1) shuttle from the facility approximately every
two (2) weeks. After abandonment, RCG will purchase the Eastern Line Segment and
the underlying rcal estate and will use this as a private spur to continue service with
BNSF and for luture expansion of RCG’s shuttle service.

Abandonment and sale of the Eastern Line Segment will relieve BNSF of future
maintenance costs, and will allow RCG to remain as an active shipper and to expand 1ts
opcrations.

EXEMPTION REQUESTED

BNSI seeks an cxemption under 49 U.S.C. § 10502 from the applicable
requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 to permit BNSF to abandon this 8.41-mile rail line.

Under 49 U.S C. § 10502. the STB must exempt a transaction from regulation
when it finds that:

(1)  regulation is not necessary 1o carry out the rail transportation policy of 49
US.C. §10101; and

2) either:

(a) the transaction is of limited scope; or
(b)  regulation is not necessary to protcct shippers from the abuse of
marhel power.

The legislauve history of Section 10502 reveals a clear Congressional intent that
the S I'B should liberally use its exemption authority to free certain transactions trom the
administrative and financial costs associated with continued regulation. In enacting the

Staggers Act of 1980, Pub. I.. No. 96-448, 94 Stat. 1895, Congress encouraged the SI1B's
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predccessor to usc liberally the expanded exemption authority under former Section

10505:
The policy underlying this provision is that while Congress
has been ablc 1o identify broad arcas of commerce where
reduccd regulation is clearly warranted, the Commssion is
more capable through the administirative process of
cxamining specific regulatory provisions and practices not
yet addressed by Congress to determine where they can be
dercgulated consistent with the policies of Congress. The
conferces expect that. consistent with the policies of this
Act, the Commussion will pursue partial and completce
exemption {rom remaining regulation.

H.R. Rep No. 1430, 96 Cong. 2d Sess 105 (1980) See also Brac Corp. v. United

States, 740 F.2d 1023 (D.C. Cir. 1984), Exemption From Regulation — Boxcar 'raflic,
367 1.C.C. 424, 428 (1983), vacated and remanded on other grounds. Congress
reaflirmed this policy in the conference report accompanying the ICC Termination Act of
1995, Pub. L. No. 104-88, 109 Stat. 803, which re-cnacted the rail exemption provisions
as Section 10502 ILR. Rep. 422, 104" Cong., 1% Sess 168-69 (1995).
A. The Application of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 Is Not Necessary to Carry Out
The Rail Transportation Policy

Dectailed scrutiny of this transaction is not necessary to carry out the rail
transportation policy. An exemption would minimize the unnccessary expenses
associated with the filing of a formal abandonment application, expedite regulatory
decisions and reduce regulatory barriers to exit [49 U.S.C. § 10101(2) and (7)]. See. ¢ g.
Norfolk & W. Ry Co —Abandonment Exem. — Cinn . Hamilton County, OH, 3 S.T.B.
110 (1998), STB Docket No. AB-367 (Sub-No 2X), Georgia Central Railroad, L P —
Abandonment Exemption - In Chatham County, GA (not printed), served September 17,

1997 (“Georgia Ceniral™). By abandoming the Line, BNSF will be able to avoid the
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significant opportunity costs associated with retaining this Line. Granting the cxemption
will thus foster sound cconomic conditions and encourage cfficient management.
49 U.S.C. § 10101(5) and (9). See, e.g. STB Dockel No. AB-497 (Sub-No. 1X),
Minnesota Northern Railroad, Inc — Abandonment Exemption — In Red Lake and Polk
Counnes, MN (not printed), served November 14, 1997; SI'B Docket No. AB-318 (Sub-
No. 4X), Lomsiana & Delta Railroad, Inc — Abandonment Exemption — In Lafourche
and Assumption Parishes, LA (not printcd), served August 26, 1997. BNSF will be able
to rid itself' of a line that has not seen traffic in two (2) vears on the Western Line
Scgment and would also avoid futurc maintenance costs for the Fastern Line Segment.
BNSF will be able to utilize the salvage and sales funds to maintain the tracks on the
remainder of BNSE's system. Other aspects of the rail transportation policy are not
adversely affected. For cxample, competition and the continuation of a sound rail
transportation system arc not affected. There are no active shippers on the Western Line
Segment, and there is no need for rail service on that portion of the Line. Furthermore,
the one (1) active shipper located on the Eastern Line Scgment will continuc to receive
rai] service post-abandonment.

B. This Transaction Is Of Limited Scope

In determining whether a proposed transaction is of limited scope, the Board
considers a variety of lactors, such as the length of the rail line, the number of shippers
on the linc and the traffic volume. See, ¢ g, Burlingion Northern Railroad Company -
Abandonment Exemption — In Greene and Polk Counties, MO (not printed), served

August 27, 1993; Docket No. AB-347 (Sub-No. 1X), Florida West Coast Railroad
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Company — Abandonment Exemption — Gilchrist and Levy Counties, FL (not printed),
scrved January 16. 1992, Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 349X).

The proposed transaction is clearly of limited scope BNSF is secking to abandon
an 8 41-milc line that traverses a predominantly rural area where there is only one (1)
shipper on the Eastern Line Segment and no shipper on the Western Line Segment. The
shortness of the Line, the limited geographic arca involved, and limited use, all
demonstratc the limited scope of the proposed abandonment. See, e g, Docket No. AB-
397 (Sub-No. 3X), Tulare Valley Railroad Company — Abandonment Exemption — In
Tulare And Fresno Counties, CA (not printed), served February 9, 1995.

C. This Transaction Will Not Result In An Abuse of
Market Power

There is only one (1) active shipper on the Eastern Line Segment. That shipper
will purchase that portion of Line and will continue its shuttle operations with BNSF.
‘There are no shippers on the Western Line Segment. Therefore, regulation 1s not
necessary to protect shippers from an abuse of market power. See, e g. STB Docket No
AB-55 (Sub-No 576) CSX Transportation, Inc. — Abandonment Exemption — In
Guernsey County, OIf {not printed), served November 22, 1999; STB Docket No. AB-55
(Sub-No. 563X). CSX Transportation, Inc — Abandonment Exemption — In Harrison

County, WV (not printed), served September 25, 1998; Georgia Central.

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS
The Environmental Report and the Historic Report containing the information
required by 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.07 and 1105.08 were forwarded to the Board on Junc 8,

2007. The Certificate of Service for this Petition for Exemption is attached as Exhibit B.
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FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE
A draft Federal Register notice is attached to this Petition as Exhibit C.
LABOR PROTECTION
The interests of railroad employees who may be adversely aftected by the

proposcd abandonment will be adequately protccted by the labor protection conditions in

Oregon Short Line R. Co. — Abandonment — Goshen, 360 I.C C. 91 (1979).
CONCLUSION
Application of the regulatory requircments and procedures of 49 U.S.C. § 10903
1s not requircd to carry out the rail transportation policy set forth in 49 U.S.C. § 10101, as
previously described in this Petition, nor is STB regulation required to protect shippers
from the abusc of market power. Moreover, this abandonment is of limited scope.
Accordingly, BNSF respectfully urges the Board to grant this petition and related
abandonment request.
Respectfully submitted
7 I 4
v/ il
NEY L STRICKLAND, JR/
Attorney for
BNSF Railway Company
3050 K Street, N.W.

Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007

Dated: July 11, 2007
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EXHIBIT B
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152 60(d), the undersigned hereby certifics that the
Petition for Exemption in STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 460X) was mailed via first
class mail on July 11, 2007, to the following parties:

State Public Service Commission

Nebraska Public Services Commission
P O. Box 94927
Lincoln, NE 68509-4927

Military Traffic Management Command

Military Traffic Management Control
ATTN: Railroads for National Defensc
720 Thimble Shoals Blvd., #130
Newport News, VA 23606-2574

National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior

National Park Scrvice

Recreation Resources Assistance Division
1849 C Strect, NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001

U.S. Department of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agnculture
Chicf of the Forest Service

4th Floor N.W., Yates Building
201 14" Street, SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dated: July 11, 2007

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X)



EXHIBIT C
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
STB DOCKET NO. AB-6 (SUB-NO. 460X)
BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
--ABANDONMIENT EXEMP | ION--
IN WEBSTER COUNTY, NE

On July 11, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) filed with the Surface
Transportation Board a petition under 49 U.S.C 10502 for exemption [rom the provision
of 49 U.S.C. 10903 lor BNSF to abandon a line of railroad extending from Milcpost
193.60 1o Milepost 202.01, near Red Cloud, Nebraska, which traverses U.S. Postal
Service Zip Codes 68970 and 68952, a distance of 8 41 miles in Webster County,
Nebraska. There arc no siations on the line for which abandonment exemption was filed.

The line does not contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in
the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

The intcrests of railroad cmployces will be protected by the conditions set forth in
Oregon Short Line R. Co. — Abandonment — Goshen, 360 [.C.C. 91 (1979),

By issuance of this notice, the Board is instituting an exemption proceeding
pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 10502(b). A [inal decision will be issucd within 90 days (by
October 9, 2007).

Any offer of {inancial assistance under 49 C.F.R. 1152.27(b)(2) will be due no
later than 10 days afier service of a decision granting the petition for exemption

All interested persons should be aware that following abandonment of rail service

and salvage of the line, the line may be suitable for other public use, including interim

trail use,

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X)



Any request for a public usc condition under 49 C.F.R. 1152.28 and any request
for trail use/rail banking under 49 C.F.R. 1152.29 will be due no later than 20 days after
notice of the filing of the petition for exemption is published in the Federal Register.

All filings in response to this notice must refer to STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No.
460X) and must be sent to: (1) Office of the Secretary, Case Control Unit. Surface
Transportation Board, 395 E Street. S.W., Washington, DC 20423-0001; and (2) Sidney
Strickland, Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street N.W., Suite 101.
Washington, DC. 20007.

Persons secking further information concerning abandonment procedures may
contact the Surface Transportation Board or refer to the full abandonment or
discontinuance regulations at 49 C.F.R. Part 1152. Questions concerning cnvironmental
issues may be directed to the Board's Section of Environmental Analysis.

An environmental asscssment (I2A) (or environmental impact statement (EIS), if
necessary) prepared by the Section of Environmental Analysis will be scrved upon all
parties of record and upon any agencies or other persons who commented during 1ts
preparation. Any other persons who would like to obtain a copy of the EA (or EIS) may
contact the Section of Environmental Analysis. EAs in these abandonment proccedings
normally will be available within 60 days of the filling of the petition. The deadline for
submission of comments on the EA will generally be within 30 days of its scrvice.

Decided: _ 2007.

By the Board, David M. Konschnik, Director, Office of Proceedings,

Vernon A. Williams

STB Docket No. 4B-6 (Sub. No. 460X)



CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION
The undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the proposed abandonment in STB
Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 460X) was published on June 24, 2007, in the Omaha Worid

Herald, a newspaper of general circulation in Webster County, Nebraska as required by
49CFR. §1105.12

Dated: July 11, 2007

Sidpeg L. Strickland, Jr.

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X)



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(c) and 8(c)

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF*), by and through its authorized representative, Sidney L.
Strickland, Jr., certifies that on June 8, 2007, BNSF sent copies of the foregoing Environmental and

Historic Reports by first class mail to the following agencies.

Stephen Crick, State Conservationist

Natural Resources Conservation Service

USDA

152 Federal Building
100 Centennial Mall
Lincoln, NE 68508-3866

Keith Tillotson

Senior Project Manager

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Nebraska Regulatory Office—Kearney
1430 Central Avenue, Suite 4

Kearney, NE 68847-6856

Bureau of Land Management
P.O Box 1828
Cheyenne, WY 82003-1828

Jay Hall

City Administrator
540 N. Webster

Red Cloud, NE 68970

Robert Maydwell

U.S National Park Service
Midwest Region

601 Riverfront Dnve
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

Hugh Stirts, PhD

NEPA Coordmnator

State of Nebraska

Department of Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 98922

Lincoln, NE 68509-8922

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Region 6

P.O. Box 25486

Denver Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225

C. Ardell Talkington
Highway Superintendent
621 N. Cedar Street

Red Cloud, NE 68970

Bob Rankin, P.E.

Railroad Liaison Engineer
Nebraska Department of Roads
Rail and Public Transportation
P.O. Box 94759

Lincoln, NE 68509-4759

Kimberly J. Hill

Nebraska NPDES Permit Coordinator

Wastewater and Infrastructure
Management Branch

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Region 7

901 N. 5th Street

Kansas City, KS 66101

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X)



Webster County Commissioners
621 North Cedar Street

County Courthouse

Red Cloud, NE 68970-2300

Sieve Anschutz

Nebraska Field Supervisor
Fish and Wildlife Service
Ecological Services

Nebraska Field Office

203 West Second Strest
Grand Island, Ncbraska 68801

Bill Carson

Realty Specialist

Bureau of Land Management
Newcastle Field Office
Newecastle WY 82701

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

National Geodetic Survey
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Terry Steinacher

H.P. Archacologist

Nebraska State Historical Society
P.O. Box 82554

1500 R Street

Lincoln, NE 68501-2554

Environmental Coordinator
U.S. National Park Service
Midwest Regional Office
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102

Ms. Victoria Rutson

Chief, SEA

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W
Washington D.C. 20423-0001

Nebraska Public Scrvices Commission

P.O. Box 94927
Lincoln, NE 68509-4927

‘The required cover letters (pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1105.11) are attached hereto BNSF has consulted

with all appropriate agencies in preparing the reports

207 s

SidneyA.. Strickland, Jr.

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC

3050 K Street N W,,
Suite 101
Washington. D C 20007

STHB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No 460X)



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN WEBSTER COUNTY, NE (SUB. NO. 460X)

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS

BNSI- RAILWAY COMPANY
2630 l.ou Menhk Drive

P.O Box 96157

Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057

By SIDNLY . SIRICKI.AND, JR.
ELIZABETH E WAITE

SIDNEY STRICKIL.AND AND ASSOQCIATIES
3050 K Street. N W

Suite 101

Washington. DC 20007

(202) 338-1325

drtorneys for BNSE Rathway Company

DATED: June 8. 2007



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN WEBSTER COUNTY, NE (SUB. NO. 460X)

ENVIRONMENTAL AND IISTORIC REPORTS
(49 C.F.R. 1105.7 AND 49 C.F.R. 1105.8)

Pursuant to 49 C F.R. § 1105.7 and § 1105 8, BNSF Railway Company (BNSF)
(referred to as “Applicant™) hereby files Environmental and Historic Reports. These
Reports constitute Applicant’s assessment of the environmental effects and historie effects
of abandonment of rail service on the involved ral line. Persons who review these
Reports are entitled o provide comments 1o the Surface ransportation Bourd (STB).
Section of Lnvironmental Analysis (SEA). 325 I Strect. S.W., Washington, DC 20423.
I'here is information in the Applicant’s files to indicate that the rail line covered by these
Reports does not contain a federally granted night-of-way  See 49 C.FR § 1152 60(d)
Ihese Reports have been prepired in conjunction with the prospective filing of a Petiton
for Cxemption for abandonment of the involved rail line  STB regulations provide that
the Petition for Fxemption cannot be filed until at least 20 days afier these Repoits are

submitied
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1
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(49 C.F.R. 1105.7)

The following information is submutted to the STB by BNSF 1n accordance with
the Board's reporting requirements as set forth in 49 C.F R. § 1105 7 for the purposc of
assisting the Board's preparation of an environmental document regarding BNSF's
Petition for Lxemption seching authonity 1o abandon § 41 mules of railroad line between
Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01, ncar Red Cloud in Webster County, Nebrasha (the
“Line™)

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives: Describe the proposed action, including

commadities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail linc and

other structures thal may be involved. and any possible changes i current
operations or maintenance practices  Also describe any reasonable alternatives to

the proposed action. Include a readable. detailed map and drawings clearly
delineating the project.

BNSF seeks to abandon the Line. The proposed abandonment may
include the removal of the ruls and ties, including any bridges. structures and
crossings BNSI bids its salvage packages out to independent contractors ‘[ he
selected contractor will stnt work with the removal of the rails and metal parts of
the track structure  Next. the wooden ties will be removed and separated into
sccond- hand ues. lundscape guality ties and scrap ties {(which are disposed of at
an appropriate site). 'V he bridges and crossings as well as any other structures will
be removed last  Culverts and the rail line embankment will stay intact so0 as not
to alter the prevailing waterflows along the line - Any bridge pilings will be pulled
out, cut off at ground level or broken off at or below the mud line  Steel bridges

will be dismantled and removed  H' there are concrete abutments or prers



involved, they may be left intact. BNSF salvage contractors are not permitied to
place fills or other material in water boches, including inland waterways.
Contractors are also required Lo limit their activitics to the width of the right-of-
way. When the salvage process 1s complete, waterflows in the area should not be
disrupted. In this instance. there are seven (7) bridges and twenty six (26)
culverts un the Line and BNSF is not aware of any ether structures. A map of the
Line is attached as Lxhibit A
(2) Transportation System: Describe the effect of the proposed action on
regional or local transportation sy stems and patterns. Estimate the amount of trailic
(passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a
resuit of the proposed action.

L he proposed abandonment will have no adverse effect on existing
hansportation systems or patterns. The Red Cloud Elevator shuttle project
(*RCE™) 15 operational between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 196.76 Upon
consummation of the abandonment. that portion of Line between Milepost 193,60
and Milepost 196 76 will be reclassified s industrial spur for RCE's continued
operations. There 1s no local uallic between Milepost 196.76 and Miltepost
20201 ‘There is no overhead Lratfie 1o be rerouted on the Line
(3) Land Use:

(1) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies
and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action 1s consisient with existing land use plans  Descnbe
any inconsistencies

I he proposed abandonment should not be inconsistent wath local or
regionill land use plans ‘1 he City of Red Cloud (*City™) indicates the City

Council discussed the propuosed abandonment at its December 12, 2006 meeung

The City further indicates the abandonment 1s owtside the ety limits and requires



no action by the council. Nmally, the City adds that there arc local groups,
including the Lower Republican River Visionaries and the Trailblazer RC &D
Council who may be interested 1n talking with BNSE Sec Exhibit B, letter dated
February 15, 2007. from Jay Hall, City Admmastrator, City of Red Cloud.
Nebraska BNSF 1s sending copies of this Report to the two above mentioned
lacal groups

(i1) Based on consultation with the U 8. Soil Conservation Service. state
the elfect of the proposed action on any prime agriculture land

‘The proposed abandonment should have no eflect on prime agricultural
lands. The Natural Resources Conservation Service ("NRCS™) (formerly known
asthe L' S Soil Conservation Service) was contacted regarding potential impacts
v pume agncultural fands. In response. the NRCS indicates the “[p]roject as
desciibed is cleared of Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) concerns ™ See
Lxhibit C. Jetter dated November 27, 2006, [rom Stephen K Crick. State
Conservationsst, Natural Resources Consenvation Service. U' S Department of
Agriculture

() If any acuon atfeets land or water uses within a designated coastal
rone. include the coastal zone information required by § 1105.9,

N/A

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the
tight-of-way 1s suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C § 10906 and
eavplain why.

I he proposed abandonment may be suitable for alternative public use. As

noted above, the City indicates the abandonment requires no counct! action, but

local groups exist thut may be inferested m tathing 1o BNST See I'khibit B, letter

N



dated February 15, 2007, [rom Jay Hall, City Admimistrator, City of Red Cloud,
Nebraska.

Also. the Nebraska Department ol Roads (“NDR™) indicates there are no
planned highway relocation projects scheduled by the NDR in the area of the
proposed abandonment  NDR further indicates it has no comments regarding
alternative public uses. See Exhibit D, electronic correspondence dated February
9, 2007, from Robert Rankin, P E , Railroad Liason Enginecr, Nebraska

Department of Roads

(4) Energy:
(1) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
TCSOUTCES.
here are no known recoverable energy resources along the Line
(1) Descnbe the eflect of the proposed action on recyclable commoditics.
['his abandunment will not adversely atfect movement or recovery of

recvelable commodities

(ni) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
deerease in overall energy efficiency and explain why

1 his abandonment will not result in an increase or deercase in overall
energy clliciency because the only operations currently being conducted on the
[ e are limited to RCE's shuttle operations between Milepost 193.60 and
Milepost 196 76. and upon consummation of the ahandonment, that portion of
I ine between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 196 76 will be 1eclassified as
mdustrial spur for RCI:™s continued operations  There is no local traffic between
Mulepost 196.76 and Milepost 202 1, ‘I here 1s no overhead traffic to be rerouted

on the Line
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(iv) If the proposed acuon will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage
of more than.

{A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(3) An average ol 30 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the

aftected line, quantifv the resulting net change in the energy consumption

and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given,

There will be no diversions of trafTic because the only operations currently
being conducted on the Line are limited to RCE™s shuttle operations between
Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 196 76. and upon consummation of the
abandonment, that portion of Line between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 196.76
will be reclassilied as industrial spur fur RCE’s continued operations. ‘There is no
local traffic between Milepost 196.76 and Milepost 202 01 There 15 no overhead

trallic to be rerouted on the Line.

(5) Air:
(1) If the proposed action will result in either

(A) An merease i ratl traffic ol at feast 100% (measured 1n gross
ton nules annually) or an inerease ol at least eight trains a day on any
segment of the Iine ellected by the proposed, or

(13) An increase in rail vard activity of at Jeast 100% (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) An average increase in truch traffic of more than 10% of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any altected road segment,
quantify the anticipated elfect on air emissions.

I he action wall not result in mecting or exceeding the specified thresholds.
Morcover, the action will not mvolve an mercase in truck tralTic of more than
10% or 50 vehieles a day on any affected road segment because the only

operations currently bemng conducted on the Line are imited 10 RCE’s shutle

operations between Milepost 193.60 and Milepost 196.76, and upon



consummatton of the abandonment, that portion of Line between Milcpost 193 60
and Milepost 196 76 will be reclassified as industnial spur for RCE's continued
operations. [here is no local trallic between Milepost 196.76 and Milepost
202.01. There is no overhcud traffic to be rerouted on the Line

(i) If the proposed action aftects a Class | or nonattaimment area under
the Clean Air Act, and will result in either
i

(A) An increase n rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an merease of at least three trains a day on any
segment of 1ail line. or

(B) An increase 1n rail yard activity of at least 20% (measured by
carload activity). or

(C) An average increase m truck traflic of more than 10% ol the
average daily trallic of 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then
state whether any expected incicased emissions are within the parameters
established by State Implementation Plan - However, for a rusl
construction under 49 U S C § 10901 {or 49 U § C. § 10505) or in a casc
imolving the remstitution of service over a previously abandoned hne,
only the three triun a day threshold n this item <hall apply.

‘Ihe action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specilied thresholds
because the only operations currently being conducted on the Line are limited to
RCL’s shuttle operations between Milepost 193.60 and Milepost 196.76. and
upon consummation of the abandonment. that portion of Line between Milcpost
193.60 and Milepost 196.76 will be reclassified as industrial spur for RCL’s
continucd operations  There 15 no local tratfic between Milepost 196.76 and
Mtlepost 202,01 There 18 no overhead traffic 10 be rerouted on the Line.

(1) If the trunsportation of vzone depleting matenals (such as mitrogen
oxide and 1 reon) 1s contemplated, identity  the materials and quantity, the
frequency of service, salety practees (including any speed restrictions); the
apphcant’s safcty record (to the extent available) on dermilments. accidents and

spills, contingeney plans to deal with aceidental spills; and the hkehhood of an
accrlental release ol ozone depleting matersals in the event of'a colhsion or



derailment
‘I he proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation ol ozone
depleting materials

(6) Noise: If any of the thresholds identified in item (5) (i) of this section are
surpassed. state whether the proposed action will cause

(1) An incremental increase 1 notse levels ol three decibels Ldn or more,
N/A

(1) An increase to a noise level ot 65 decibeds Ldn or greater I so,
identify sensutive receptors (e.g schools, librarics, hospitals, residences,
retirement communitics and nursing homes) in the project area and quantfy the
noise increase for those receptors 1f the thresholds are surpassed.

N/A
(7) Safety

(i) Deseribe any eftects of the proposed action vn public health and salety
(including vehiele delay time at railroad crossings).

1 his abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or public
safety T'here are six (6) public crossings and cight (8) private crossings on the
Tine During salvage operations, 1f any may be required. precautions will he
tahen to ensure public safety. and contractors will be required to satisfy afl
applicable health and safety laws and regulations.

(i) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identity: the
malerials and quantity, the frequency of service. whether chemicals are being
transported that. if nuxed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety
practices (includhing any speed restrictions), the applicant's safety record (1o the
extent available) on deraillments. accidents and hazardous spills, the contingency
plans to deal with acesdental spills. and the likelihood of und accidental release of
hazardous matenals

The abandonment will not result sn the transportation of hazardous

malerials



(1ii) I1" there are any known hazardous waste site or sites where there have
been known hazardous materials spills on the nght-of-way, identify the location
of those sites and the types of hazardous matenals involved

I here are no known hazurdous waste site or sites where there have been

known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way.

(8) Biological Resources:
(i) Bascd on consultation with the U S Fish and Wildlife Service, state

whether the proposed acteon 1s hikely to adversely affeet endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as a critical habrtat, and il so, describe the efTects

‘The t5.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (*FWS™) indicates “[b]ased on the
activitics anticipated to be conducted and location of the proposed project site, it
1s unlthely that any federally listed speeies identilied on our web site. .would
oceur in the vicinity of the proposed protect ™ FWS adds that the proposed
projeet will not adversely affect federally listed threatened and endangered
species or their designated critical habitat. Regarding specilic species, FWS
indicates “[bJased on the activities anucipated to be conducted and location of the
proposed project site, it 1s unlikely that either the bald or golden cagle would be
aflected by the proposed project.” Furthermore. FWS recommends that if the
proposed construction project 1s planned to occur during the primary nesting
season or at any other ime which may result m the taking ol nesling migratory
birds, the pruject proponent should arrange to han e a qualified biologist conduct a
field survey to determine the absence o1 presence of nesting migratory birds
FWS adds the suvey should be conducted dunng the nesting season and should
be tharoughly documented. FWS also requests that should any of the above
mentioned conditions oceur. it be provided, prior to construction acuvities, with a

copy ol any surveys conducted, a wntien description ol any avoidance measures
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implemented. and a descnption of any circumstances where active bird nests
cannot be avoided. FWS further indicates a Department of the Army permit may
be required 1f wetlands or streams will be impacted, and recommends impacts Lo
wetlands. streams, and riparian arcas be avoided or minimized. Finally, FWS has
determined that the proposed abandonment does not appear to impact any of the
seven wildlife arcas managed by FWS 1n Nebraska. Sce Exhibit E, letter dated
January 25, 2007, from Steve Anschuls, Nebraska Field Supervisor. U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service, U.S Department of the Intenior.

(1) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, Nattonal or State parks
or lorests will be afTected. and describe any elfects.

The Nauonal Park Senvice (tServiee™) indicates 1t has “reviewed the
project in relation to any possible confhicts with the Land and Water Conservation
Fund and the Urban Park and Reereation Recovery programs and find there are
none " ‘The Service further indicates 1t has no additional comments  See Fxhibn
I, letter dated December 27, 2006, from Robert Maydwell, Grants Management
Assistant, Partnerships-Grants. Midwest Region, National Park Service. U S,
Department of the Interior [ an additional response from the Service. it
indicates the Service has no comment on the proposed action, See Exhibit G,
correspondence postmarked January 9. 2007, from the Regional Environmental
Coordinator, Midwest Regional Office. Nattonal Park Service. UJ $ Depurtinent
ol Ihu.lnlcrmr

‘I he Bureau of Land Management ("BLM™) indicates it has “reviewed the

proposed abandenment and found that 1t will not affect any public lands (federal

lunds administered by the Department of the Interior through the Bureau of Land



Management).” Sec Exhibit H, electronic correspondence dated December 7.
2006, from Bill Carson, Realty Specialist, Newcastle Field Office, Bureau ol
L.and Management, U.S. Department of the Interior.
(9) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State waler quality oflicials, state whether

the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal. State or local
water quality standards. Descnibe any inconsistencices.

The proposed exemption should be consistent with applicable Federal,
State und local water quahity standards. The Nebraska Department of
Environmental Quality ("NDLEQ™) indicates permits may be required prior to
beginning construction. NDIEQ also indicates information regarding Construction
Storm Water/Industiial Storm Water permitung can be received from Ron Asch at
NDLEQ Sec Exhibil I, letter dated January 9, 2007, from Hugh Suns, PhDD. NEPA
Coordinator. State of Nebraska Department of Environmental Quahity

As recommended. BNSE contacted Ron Asch at NDEQ Mr Asch
indicates, via telephone cony ersation, that a Construction Water/Industiial Storm
Water permit should not be required provided there 1s no escavation or grading
mvolved in the proposed project Mr Asch further indicates he will contact
BNSI afier reviewing this repont should he determime any other action be
required Mr Asch can be reached at (402) 471-2188.

Finally. NDEQ indicates. via separate telephone conversation with Terry
Hickman, 1l no fil] material is placed in any water. 2 Section 401 water quality
certification should not be required for the proposed abandonment Ms Hichman
cun be reached at (102) 471-2875

The U.S Environmental Protection Agency ("FPA™) indicates the NDLQ



should be contacted regarding Section 40! water quality cerifications  Sce
Exhibit J. letter dated December 15. 2006, from Kimberly J. Hill, Nebrasha
NPDIS Permit Coordinator, Wastewater and Infrastructure Management Branch,
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. As mentioned above, BNSF contacted
the NDLQ regarding Section 401 water quality certifications.
(ii) Based on consultation with the US Army Corps of Engincers. state

whether permits under Scection 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U S C. §

1344) are requured for the proposed action and whether any designated

wetlands or 100-year [lood plains will be effected. Describe the effects.

"l he proposced abandenment should not require a Section 404 permut. The
U S. Army Corps of Engineers (“CORPS”) indicates that because the project will
not invoelve fill matenals being placed into jurisdictional waters of the United
States, no permit pursuant 1o Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 1s required  See
Exhibit K, letter dated January 9. 2007, from Keith Tillotson. Sentor Project
Manager, Nebraska Regulatony Office—Kearney . Omiaha District. Army Corps of
Engincers, Department of the Army

With respect to the proposed abandonment’s affect on 100-year flood
plains. the Red Cloud Highway Department ("Highway Department™) was
notified by a letter dated November 200, 2006 Sce Exhibit L. As of the date of

this report, the Highway Department has not responded  BNSIF wall provide the

Board copies of any response 1t may receive,

(ui) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
1S C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action (Appheants should contaet
the LLS. I'nvironmental Protection Agency or the state environmental protection
or equivalent agencey 1 they are unsure whether such permnts are required)

A permit under Seetion 402 of the Clean Water Act should not be required
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for the proposed action The EPA indicates that the NDEQ administers the
Nationa} Pollutant Discharge I:limination System ("NPDES™) program. The FPA
also indicates that construction activities that disturb more than one acre require a
permit for discharge of storm water from the site. Sec Exhibit J, letter dated
December 15, 2006, from Kimberly J, Thill, Nebraska NPDIEES Permit
Coordinator. Wastewalter and Infrastructure Management Branch. U.S
Environmental Protection Agency.

The NDEQ indicates. via telephone conversation with Mary Schroer, no
NPDES permuts shouid be required for the proposed abandonment if less than one
(1 acre will be affected and i best management practices are used 10 prevent
sediment from disturbing fand and if any bare carth is stabilized with grass
seeding  Ms Schroer can be reached at (402) 471-8330
(10) Proposed Mitigation: Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed misgation is
appropriate

The project itself should iitgate the environmental effeets ol remnstating acuve

rail opurations
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1ISTORIC REPORT
(49 C.F.R. 1105.8)

Applicants hercby submit the following information required by
49 C.F.R. §1105 8(d)

(1) A US G S topographic map (or an ulternate map drawn to scale and
sufficiently detailed 1o show buildings and other structures in the vicimty of
the proposed action) showing the location of the proposed uction. and the
locatnions und upproximate dimensions of rafroad sructures that are 3()
years old or older and are part of the proposed action,

The required topographic map 1« attached 1o this Report as Exhibit A

(2} A wruten description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the
extent known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characieristies of
the surrounding areu,

Fhe line of rarlroad between Red Cloud and Inavale 1s located in the

Lower Republican River Valley of Webster County, Nebrasha at an approximate

clevation of 1,700 feet. Red Cloud, named afler the famous Native Amencan

Oglala I'eton-Sioux chiel who was born in the arca, 15 the county scat. It was

founded in 1871, just seven years before the Republican Valley Railroad

Company was formed to serve the needs of farmers in the valley  The ranlroad

company connected Hastings to the north with 81, Louis and Kansas City to the

east and Denver to the west. The local economy continues to be agricultmal. In

2000. the U S government census showed Red Cloud with a population of 1,131

and Inavale with an estimated population of 184

I he night-of-way 15 100 feet. widening 10 150 teet at both Red Cloud and

Inmvale  There are no lederally grimted nights-of-way involved,



(3} Good quality photogruphs (uctual photographic prinis, not photucepies) of
ruilroad structures on the property thut are 50 years old or older and of the
immediately surrounding area.

‘There arc seven (7) bridges and twenty-six (26) culverts located on the
Linc. BNSF is aware of no other structures on the property that are 50 years old
or older. Photographs of seven (7) bridges are attached as Exhibits M-1—M-14

Bridge 193 68 is a railroad bridge in or near Lester Junction It is near
Milcpost 193.08 1his bndge 1s 77 feet long, 9 feet high, and is three (3) spans of
16 fool miscellancous concrete girder and two (2) spans of 15 foot miscellancous
concreie girder.

Bridge 198.00 1s a ralroad bndge in or near Red Cloud [t is near
Milepost 198 00. Thes bndge 1s 191 feet long, 6 feet high, and is two (2) spans of
20 foot reinforced concrete trestle, three (3) spans of 25-foot remnforced concerete
trestle, one (1) span of 16-foot reinforced concrete trestle, and one (1) span of 60-
foot thru plate girder

Bndge 198.46 is a ratlroad bndge in or near Red Cloud 1t 1s near
Milepost 198.46 This bridge is 26 feet long, 5 fect high. and is one (1) span of
13-foot rail stringer, one (1) span ol 1 7-fool rinl stninger, and another one (1)
span of 13-fool rail stringer.

Bridge 198.86 1 a rlroad bridge in or near Inavale. 1t is near Milepust
198 86 This bridge 15 191 teet long. 6 feet high. and 15 one (1) span of 16 foot
reinforced concrete trestle, two (2) spans of 30 foot beams, and another span of
16-foot reinforeed concreie trestle.

Bridge 199.90 is a railroad bndge 1 ‘or near Inavale. It is near Milepost
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199.90. This bridge 1s 40 feet lung, 8 teet high, and is two (2) spans of 20-foot
reinforced concrete tresile.

Bridge 200.91 is a railroad bridge in or near Inavale It 1s near Milepost
200.91. This brdge is 72 feet long, 10 feet high. and 15 one (1) span of 16 foot
remforced concrete trestle, two (2) spans of 20 foot reinforeed concrete trestle.
and another span of 16 foot reintorced conerete trestle

Bridge 201.53 is a raifroad bridge in or near Inavale. It is near Milepost
201.53. This bridge is 30 feet long, 6 feet lngh, and is one (1) span ol 30 fowt

miscellancous steel span.

(1) The dute(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of
any major alterations, (0 the extent such mjormation is known,

Bridge 193 68 was built in 1913 It is unknown whether or not there has
been signiticant alteration to the bridge structure since that time.

Bridge 198 00 was built in 1916, Tt 15 unhnown whether or not there has
been signmificant alieration o the bridge structure since that time

Bridge 198 46 was built in 1948, It is unhnown whether or not there has
been signilicant alteration to the bridge structure since that time

Bridge 198 86 was built in 1923, 1t1s unknown whether or not there has
been significant alteration to the bridge structure since that time

Bridge 199.90 was built in 1908 It 1s unknown whether or not there has
been signilicant alieration to the hiidge stiucture since that time

Bridge 200 91 was built in 1923, It is unknown whether or not there has
been sigmficant alteration (o the hnidge structure since that ume.

Bridge 201 53 was built in 1910, 1115 unhnown whether or not there has
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been significant alteration to the bridge structure since that time.

(5) A brief nurrative history of carricr operations m the area, and un
explanation of what, if anv, changes ure contemplaied as a result of the
proposed action,

{ he Republican Valley Railroad Company (“RVRR™) was established

March 28, 1878. Railroad maps from as carly as 1880 refer to the line as the

Republican Valley Division of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad

Company (“*CB&Q™) RVRR was deeded to CB&Q on Junc 1. 1888. CB&Q

merged with Great Northern Railway Company to form Burlington Northern Ine

(“BN™) im 1970. BN merged with the Atchison, Topeha and Santa Fe Railway

Company 1n 1996, and changed tts name to The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe

Ratlway Company. [he latier changed its name to BNSE Railway Company in

January, 2005.

(6) A bricf summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as

vagineering drawings, that nught be usefid in documenting a structure
that 1s found to he historic,

Documents in BNSF's possession coneerning this abandonment
may include alignment maps showing the nght-of-way and/or station
maps  Such documents are too large for practical reproduction in this

report. but can be furnished upon request. if they are available

(7) An opmon (hased on readily availuble miformation m the rail ouad's
possession) as to whether the sre and'or structures meet the criteria for
Inning on the Natnonal Reguster of Historie Places (36 CFR 60 4), and
whether there 1s a likehhood of wrcheologieal resources or any other
previously unknown listorie properties in the projecd area, and the basis for
these opions (including any consultations with the State Historie
Preservanon Office, local historical socicties or universitios,
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‘The Nebraska State Historical Society (“NSHS™) indicales three
archaevlogical sites are located on or adjacent fo the proposed project. NSHS
{urther indicates it recommends that the locations be examined by qualified
personnel to determine if the project will atlect the sites. See Exhibit M, letter
duted December 21, 2006, from L.. Robert Puschendorf, Deputy SHPQO, Nebraska
State Historical Society. As recommended by NSHS, BNSF has hired qualified
personnel who are currently surveying the project area and the three
archacological sites to determine potential affects.

(8) A deseription (based on readily availuble information in the railroad’s
possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill,
environmental conditions (naturally occurring or manmade)} that nught affect the

archeological recovery of resources (such as swampy condinions or the presence
of txic wasfes). and the surrounding terrain

L here are no known prior subsurlace ground disturbance or fill, or
environmental condittons that might affect the archeological recovery of

resources and the surrounding terrain,

Rcs?-ctﬁdl_y s?ucw
L - /’ , .

By- SIDNEY .. STRICKLAND, JR

FCIZABETI E. WAITE

SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIAI'ES
3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101

Washington, DC 20007

(202) 338-1325

Attorneys for BNSF Railway Company

DATED: Junc 8, 2007
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February 15, 2007 EXHIBIT B

Sidney Strickland and Associates
3050 K Street N.W.

Suite 101

Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X) BNSF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Webster County, NE

Dear Sidney Strickland and Associates,

The City Council of the City of Red Cloud Ncbraska has received your letter, wnitten
November 20%, 2006 with attached documents conceming the BNSF Railway
abandonment in Webster County.

According to the minutes of the December 12, 2006 meeting of the City Council,
“Next, a letter from Sidney Strickland and Associates was received pertaining to the
abandonment of 8.41 miles of railroad lines near Red Cloud. As part of the
environmental report, BNSF needs to know whether or not the proposed action is
consistent with local land use plans and if there are any alternate public uses for the
corridor such as a highway relocation project and/or recreational trail. Since this is
well outside the city limits the council felt this required no action by the council.”

There arc local groups who do have somc mterest in using abandoned raillway lincs for
recreational traiis. Onc such group is the Lower Republican River Visionaries, The
mailing address of this organization is 605 North Webster Street, Red Cloud, NE 68970.
Another group 1s the Trailblazer RC&D Council at 437 N. Elm St., Red Cloud,

NE 68970-2450. I would suggest that you contact those organizations. They most
certainly would be mmterested in talking with you and BNSF.

I thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Regards,

e Tl

Jay Hall
City Administrator
City of Red Cloud, Ncbraska

&)

Thus Institution 1s a Equal Opporiunily Provider  Equal Housing Opporturily



CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2006

As per published notice 1n The Red Cloud Chicf, the Mayor and City Council met in
regular session on Tucsday, December 12, 2006 at 7.30 p.m. held at the Community
Center Conference room. This meeting is a continuation of the meeting originally
scheduled for Tuesday, December 5™ at which there was not a quorum of the council.
Members present: Mayor Ratzlaff; Council members Schultz, Ockinga, Olson,
Lambrecht; Attorney Garwood; City Admimstrator Hall and Clerk Meline.
Supenintendent Wood was absent.

The council held a discussion en the Persennel Manual. Admunistrator Hall presented
the council with a copy of rccommendation from Attomey Gail S, Perry. She
recommends removing the cumbersome procedures that limit the usability of the manual
as well as the job descriptions. This should be maintained separate from the manual Per
a Supreme Court decision all camed but unused vacation pay must be paid out. The
section pertaining to telephone/internet use as been relaxed from the original manual as
long as it does not interfere with work or disrupt the workplace. Also using the
phone/computer for business or financial gain is prohibited. She also stated she had
reworked the military leave a bit. After further discussion, Schultz made the motion and
was seconded by Lambrecht to approve the changes to the Personnel Manual. Motion
carmned.

Bill Anders, Virgil Zade, Harriet Zade, Norma Junc Peterson and Barb Wiselogel met
with the council 1n regards to a recent notice about cats published 1n the Visionary
ncwsletier. Hamet Zade was the spokesperson for the group. She also read a couple of
letters from those unable to attend the meeting. The council assured the group 1t is not
their intention to pick up their pets  The problem 1s the stray cat population. The group
and council working together came up with the possible good remedies to the problem. It
was the conscnsus of the group and the council to hold a work session to further pursue
ways 1o control the problem

At the November mecting Jeff Reicks had met with the counctl to give them the first
option to purchase his property up by the old meat pack plant. Afier a bricf discussion,
Schultz made the motion and was seconded by Olson thanking Jeft for giving them first
option but at this time they feel the land would be of no benefit to the city. Motion
camed.

Schultz made the motion and was scconded by Ockimnga to approve the minutes from
the last meeting. Motion camed.

Olson made the motion and was seconded by Schuliz to approve the November
financial reports. Motion carricd.

Olson made the motion and was scconded by Schultz to approve the claims for
payment Motion carricd. These will be listed in full at the end of the minutes.

Shenff Disncy was 1n attendance. The council asked if he had any questions. The
counci! thanked Shenff Disncy for the job the officers are doing.

Next Administrator 11all brought the council up to date on the repairs being made to
the #2 engine at the power plant. Hc stated there werc more problems then just the
governor but hopefully all repairs would be completed soon.



He then asked the council if they had any questions about his written report for the
month of November. Councilman Lambrecht asked about his discussion with Tony
Hilbum concerning a wide range of community development projects. He stated at this
time he was not really at liberty to reveal much cxcept o say there is interest in
developing a new section of land within the City Limits.

A copy of a lctter from GSI pertaining to the Cather Foundation plans on renovating
five contiguous business bays on Main Strect. The purpose of the letter was regarding
any cnvironmental impacts the council may identify for the proposed project pursuant to
the National Environmental Policy Act. The only concern the council expressed was
what would happen to the existing busincsses dunng construction. The council would
also like to sce the plans fo1 the renovation.

Next a letter from Sidney Strickland and Associates was rcceived pertaining to the
abandonment of 8.41 milcs of railroad line ncar Red Cloud. As part of the environmental
report, BNSF needs to know whether or not the proposed action is consistent with local
land use plans and if there are any alternate public uses for the corridor such as a highway
relocation project and/or recreational trail. Since this 1s well outside the city limits the
council felt this required not action by the council.

Plans for the proposed airport terminal and dnve werce presented to the council for
their approval. It was noted that no municipal funds are needed for this project. Schultz
made the motion and was scconded by Ockinga to approve the plans as presented.
Motion carried.

Next a company submitting a state bid for road work norih of Cowles had inquired
about the cost of purchasing water from Red Cloud. They would need 920,000 gallons.
Administrator Hall stating they are willing to pay $5.00 per thousand gallons. The
council stating a tapping fee should also be collected

Admnistrator Hall presented the council a copy of the strategic goals and 1ssucs laid
out 1n the 1999 Comprehensive Plan with goals set at 2 yrs , 5 yrs., 10 yrs., and 20 yrs,
The council went through noting what has been accomplished and what should be
considered as prionty.

The council held some discussion as to the fact they would like to have Admnistrator
Hail attend the Nebraska Municipal Power Pool meetings.

Attormey Garw ood stated the condemned property at 830 North Seward Street 1s in the
process of being sold and situation will be handled.

Copies of threc building permits were part of the agenda packet. The permits 1ssucd
since the last mecting were. sign for Jared Lewis, chain Iink fence and wood fence for
Kris Holling at two diffcrent locations.

Ockinga made the motion and was seconded by Schultz to approve the following
nominations to the City Boards: Kipp Pedersen and Barb Wiselogel — Library Board,
Monica Schmitz, Jan Wilson, Laura Roybal and Helen Mathew — Historic Preservation
Commussion; Rex Paul. Tony Hilburn — Planning Commission, Paula Hammond, Virgil
Goos, Mike Delka — Zomng Board of Adjustment; Rita Reicks, Don Miner — Cemctery
Board; Rollie Redeker — Housing Authonity; Darrel Caraway, Anna Eberly, Teri
Theobald, Mike Kenny, Laura Roybal, Gary Thompson, Don Theobald, Steve Wilson —
Economuc Development Board. Schultz made the moton and was seconded by Olson to
combine the Tree Board/Park Board with the following- Jim Fitzgibbon, Janet Maruhn,
Kim Nibbe, Dan Albers with Elen Hoftman as the alternate  All motions camried.
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February 15, 2007

Sidney Strickland and Associates
3050 K Street N.W,

Suate 101

Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Re STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X) BNSF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Webster County, NE

Dear Sidney Stnickland and Associates,

The City Council of the City of Red Cloud Nebraska has received your letter, written
November 20", 2006 with attached documents concerning the BNSF Railway
abandonment in Webster County.

According to the minutes of the December 12%, 2006 meeting of the City Council,
“Next, a letter from Sidney Strickland and Associates was received pertaining to the
abandonment of 8.41 miles of railroad lines near Red Cloud. As part of the
environmental report, BNSF needs to know whether or not the proposed action is
consistent with local land use plans and if there are any alternate public uses for the
corridor such as a highway relocation project and/or recreational trail. Since this is
well outside the city limits the council felt this required no action by the council.”

There are local groups who do have some interest in using abandoned railway lines for
recreational trails. One such group 1s the Lower Republican River Visionaries. The
maling address of this organization 18 605 North Webster Street, Red Cloud, NE 68970.
Another group 1s the Trai]blazer RC&D Council at 437 N. Elm 51., Red Cloud,

NE 68970-2450 1 would suggest that you contact those organizations. They most
certainly would be interested in talking with you and BNSF.

I thank you for your consideration 1n this matter.

Regards,

o sl

Jay Hall
City Admmstrator
City of Red Cloud, Nebraska

=)

This Instnunon 15 a Equal Opportunity Provider  Equal Heusing Opportunity



CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2006

As per published notice in The Red Cloud Chief, the Mayor and City Council met in
regular session on Tuesday, December 12, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. held at the Community
Center Conference room. This meeting 15 a continuation of the meeting originally
scheduled for Tuesday, December 5 at which there was not a quorum of the councl,
Members present: Mayor Ratzlaff; Council members Schultz, Ockinga, Olson,
Lambrecht; Attormey Garwood; City Administrator Hall and Clerk Meline.
Superintendent Wood was absent.

The council held a discussion on the Personnel Manual. Administrator Hall presented
the council with a copy of recommendation from Attomey Gail S. Perry. She
recommends removing the cumbersome procedures that limit the usability of the manual
as well as the job descriptions. This should be maintained separate from the manual. Per
a Supreme Court decision all eamed but unused vacaton pay must be paid out. The
section pertaining to telephone/internet use as been relaxed from the original manual as
long as 1t does not interfere with work or disrupt the workplace. Also using the
phone/computer for business or financial gamn is prolbited. She also stated she had
reworked the military ieave a bt. After further discussion, Schultz made the motion and
was seconded by Lambrecht to approve the changes to the Personnel Manual Motion
camex.

Bill Anders, Virgl Zade, I{amet Zade, Norma June Peterson and Barb Wiselogel met
with the council 1n regards to a recent notice about cats published in the Visionary
newsletter. Harriet Zade was the spokesperson for the group. She also read a couple of
letters from those unable to attend the meeting. The council assured the group it is not
their intention to pick up their pets. The problem 1s the stray cat population. The group
and counti] working together came up with the possible good remedies to the problem, It
was the consensus of the group and the council to hold a work session to further pursue
ways to control the problem.

At the November meeting Jeff Reicks had met with the council to give them the first
option to purchase his property up by the old meat pack plant. After a brief discussion,
Schultz made the motion and was seconded by Olson thanking Jeff for giving them first
option but at this time they fec] the land would be of no benefit to the city Motion
carned.

Schuitz made the mohon and was seconded by Ockiga to approve the minutes from
the last meeting. Motion carned.

Olson made the motion and was seconded by Schultz 10 approve the November
financial reports. Motion carned.

Olson made the motion and was seconded by Schultz to approve the claims for
payment. Motion camed. These will be listed 1n full at the end of the minutes.

Sheriff Disney was in attendance. The council asked if he had any questions. The
council thanked Shenff Disney for the job the officers are dong.

Next Admmstrator Hall brought the council up to date on the repairs being made to
the #2 engine at the power plant. He stated there were more problems then just the
governor but hopefully all repairs would be completed soon.



He then asked the council if they had any questions about his written report for the
month of November Councilman Lambrecht asked about his discussion with Tony
Hilburn conceming a wide range of commumty development projects. He stated at this
time he was not really at liberty to reveal much except to say there is interest in
developing a new scction of land wathin the City Limuts

A copy of a letter from GSI pertaining to the Cather Foundation plans on renovating
five conhguous business bays on Main Street. The purpose of the letter was regarding
any environmental impacts the council may identify for the proposed project pursuant to
the National Environmental Policy Act. The only concern the council expressed was
what would happen to the existing businesses during construction. The counctl would
also like to sce the plans for the renovation.

Next a letter from Sidney Stnckland and Associates was received pertaining to the
abandonment of 8.41 msles of railroad line near Red Cloud. As part of the environmental
report, BNSF needs to know whether or not the proposed action 1s consistent with local
land use plans and 1f there are any alternate public uses for the corridor such as a highway
relocation project and/or recreational trail. Since this is weil outside the city limits the
council felt this required not achion by the council.

Plans for the proposed airport terminal and drive were presented to the council for
their approval, It was noted that no municipal funds are needed for this project. Schultz
made the motion and was seconded by Ockinga to approve the plans as presented.
Motion carried.

Next a company submitting a state bid for road work notth of Cowles had inquired
about the cost of purchasing water from Red Cloud. They would need 920,000 gallons.
Admymstrator Hall stating they are willing to pay $5 00 per thousand gallons The
council stating a tapping fee should also be collected.

Administrator Hall presented the council a copy of the strategic goals and issues lad
out in the 1999 Comprehensive Plan with goals set at 2 yrs., 5 yrs., 10 yrs,, and 20 yrs.
The council went through noting what has been accomplished and what should be
considered as prionty.

The counal held some discussion as to the fact they would like to have Admimstrator
Hall artend the Nebraska Mumcipal Power Pool meetings.

Attorney Garwood stated the condemned property at 830 North Seward Street is in the
process of being sold and situation will be handled.

Copaes of three building permits were part of the agenda packet. The permuts 1ssued
since the last meeting were sign for Jared Lewis, chain link fence and wood fence for
Kns Holling at two different locations.

Oclanga made thc motion and was seconded by Schultz to approve the following
nominations to the City Boards: Kipp Pedersen and Barb Wiselogel - Library Board;
Monica Schmitz, Jan Wilson, Laura Roybal and Helen Mathew — Histonic Preservation
Commussion, Rex Paul, Tony Hilburn — Planning Commnssion; Paula Hammond, Virgl
Goos, Mike Delka — Zoning Board of Adjustment; Rita Reicks, Don Miner — Cemetery
Board, Rollie Redeker — Housing Authonty; Darre]l Caraway, Anna Eberly, Tert
Theobald, Mike Kenny, Laura Roybal, Gary Thompson, Don Theobald, Steve Wilson -
Economic Development Board. Schultz made the motion and was seconded by Olson to
combine the Tree Board/Park Board with the following Jim Fitzgibbon, Janet Maruhn,
Kim Nibbe, Dan Albers with Ellen Hoffman as the alternate. All motons carried



COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
JANUARY 9, 2007

As per notice in The Red Cloud Chief, the Mayor and City Council met in regular
session on Tuesday, January 9, 2007 at 7 30 p.m. held at the Red Cloud Community
Center Conference Room. Members present: Mayor Ratzlaff; Council members Schultz,
Olson, Sprague; Attomey Garwood; Admunistrator Hall, Superintendent Wood and Clerk
Meline. Councilman Lambrecht was absent.

\( Betty Kort met with the council to present the “Moon Block” project to the council.
The Cather Foundation plans to restore the “Moon Block™ contingent on available funds.
She stated upon a building analysis 1t was determined the back of the buildings are
unsound, water in the basement, mold, asbestos and lead to name of few of the problems.
They plan to make the facade authentic. The foundation is secking grants as well as
private donations. She reminded the counci) the Cather Foundation has a non-profit
status. After her presentation Olson made the motion and was seconded by Sprague to
dcsignate Mayor Ratz1aff as an authorized agent to sign the Environmental Study.
Motion carmned, Ths 1s something that needs to be done in order for the project to
precede.

Schultz made the motion and was seconded by Olson to approve the report submitted
by Sheriff Disncy Motion carned.

Olson made the motion and was seconded by Schultz to approve the minutes trom the
December 2006 meeting. Mothon carned.

Mayor Ratzlaff asked the council 1f they would like to prepare the City Dad’s Feed
meal again this year for the volunteer Firemen. After a short discussion Olson made the
motion and was seconded by Schultz to have The Palace cater the meal using the $700
allowed 1n the 2006-07 Budget. Motion carried.

Schultz made the motion and was seconded by Olson to approve the financial reports
and city sales tax report. Motion carnied. The sales tax for October 2006 received in
December of 2006 was $7,797 02 compared to $7,421.06 for the same period last year.

The council was asked 1f they would like to adopt the Nebraska Basic Code of
Ordinances for Cities of the Second Class recerved from Amencan Legal Publishing
Corporation A fter some discussion Olson made the motion and was seconded by
Sprague to leave things as is and not to adopt. Motion camed.

Olson made the motion and was seconded by Schultz to pay the claims submitted for
payment excluding one invoice to Kenny Lumber that was submitted in error to the City
and the mvoice to Amencan Legal Publishing for updates on the non approved Nebraska
Code Book. Motion carried. These will be published 1n full at the end of the minutes.

Next the compensation for the Fire Chief was discussed. In the past the Fire Chief has
received the same compensauon as the Mayor At the December meeting the
compensation for the Mayor and Council was increased but not the Fire Chief. Olson
made the motion and was seconded by Sprague to table this 1ssue until the Rural Fire
Distnict Board could be contacted since they pay half of the compensation. Motion
carried Olson then made the motion and was seconded by Schultz to approve Ordmance
#582 setting the compensation for the council members and mayor. Motion catried.

Next put on the agenda by Councilwoman Sprague was the appearance of the
downtown business distnct as to the sidewalks not being swept and the histonc lights in
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST, NW,, SUITE 101
WasHINGTON, DC 20007-5108 EXHIBITC
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SO Y L STRICKLAND, IR Project as described is cleared of Farmiand Protection
Sudney SinchlandPstrich lanydplie com Pol
November20, 2006 oicy Adt (FPPA) concems.
, Wy x

Pl NOV
Natural Resources Cunservation Service . o1 f‘; PR ) ﬁ; G :{ A ‘f, - OV 2 7 2008
USDA State Conservationis ~ Date

152 Federal Bullding
100 Centennial Mall
Lincoln, NE 68508-3866

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460\) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
b xemption — in Webster County, NL

Dear Sir or Madum-

BNSI Ranlway Company (“BNSE ") plans on filing with the Surface Lransportation Board ("STB™) a
Petition for Exemption scehing authority in the above docket to abandon 8 41 nules of railroad lne
between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01, near Red Cloud in Webster County, Nebraska

The proposed abandonment may inchide the remaoval of the ranls and Ges, including any bridges, structures
and crossings  BNSH bads 1ts salvage packages vut 1o mdependent contractors [ he winmng bxdder will
start work with the removal of the rails and metal parts of the trach structure Next the wooden ties are
removed and separated mto second hand ties, landscape quality ties and scrap ties (which are disposed of at
an appropriate site)  The bridges and crossings s well as any other structures are removed last Culverts
and the rail Ime embankment stay infact so as not to alter the prevarling waterflows along the hine  Any
bridge prlngs are pulled out. cut off at ground level or broken off at or below the mud hne  Steel bridges
are dinmantlud and removed 11 there are concrete abutments or piers involved, they may be left intadt
BNSI salvage contractors ure required nut to place fills or other material in water bodies, including mland
waterways. Contractors are also required to Tt their activities to the width of the nght-of-way  When
the salvage process v complete, waterflows i the area should not be disrupled

'
As part ot the environmental report, BNST needs o knew whether or not the propused abandonment wall
have any effect on prime agricultural linds

For your reference, 1 have enclosed a map of the above referenced ratlroad line  Please provide this
iformation tv me by December 18,2006 11 you have any questions, do not hesitate 1o contact me at {(202)
338-1325

1 hank you in advance for your cooperation

Enclosures
SI Skae

NOV < 4 2005

SIB Duchet No, 1B-6 (Sub No, 460X)
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From Robert Rankin [mailto RoberiRankin@dor state ne us]

Sent Fnday, February 09, 2007 9 09 AM

To Sidney Sinckland@stricklandplic com

Subject Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub no 460X) BNSF Railway Company-
Abandonment

Dear Sir or Madam,

| have reviewed the documents asscciated with the BNSF abandonment in
Webster County Nebraska There are no planned highway relocation
projects scheduled by the Nebraska Depariment of Roads in this area, and
we have no comments for alternale public uses

Thank You,

Bob Rankin P E

Railroad Liaison Engineer
Nebraska Department of Roads
robertrankin@dor state ne us
{402) 479-4434
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EXHIBIT £

United States Department of the Interior

FiSH AND WILDLIFI: SERVICE
Ecnlogical Services
Nebraska Field Oftie
203 West Secomd Streer
Girand Island, Nebraska 68801

January 25, 2007

FWS: 2007-180

Sudney 1. Stnickland Jr

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLI.C
3050 K Street, N.W.. Suite 101
Washington, D C. 20007-5108

RE: STB Dochet No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X) BNSF Railw ay Company-Abandonment
Exemption, Wehster County, Nebraska

Dear Mr Strickland:

This responds 1o y our November 20, 2006, reguest for comments and concurrenee trom the
U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (Service} regarding the subject project  The Service has
responsibility, under a number of authorities. for cunservation and management of lish and
wildlife resources  Chief among the federal statutes with which our office deals with are the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973 (87 Stat 884, as amended, 16 U 8.C. 1531 ¢t seq ),
T'ish and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA) (488 St 401, 16 LS C 6061 1 seq.), Bald and
Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) (16 US C 688-6884d. as winended), and Migratory
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16 U.S C. 703-712, as amended) Compliance with atl of these
statutes and regulatiens are required for comphance with the National Environmental Policy
AcL(NFPPAY (42 U S C 4321-4347). In addition to these statutes, the Service has authority
under several other legislative, regulatory., and executive mandates to promote the
conservation of fish and wildhie resources for the benefit of the American public

Please note that the Service’s position on a project under the authorities of ESA. BGEPA,
MBT'A, and NEPA cannot be assumed without our otficial wiitlen response, Pursuant to the
“take™ provisions under section 9 of ESA. 16 U.S C. 688 (a and b) of BGLPA: and 16 U.S.C
703 of MBTA, the project proponent 1s responsible for comphiance with these lederal laws
1egardless of whether the Service 1s are able to respond within yow requested ume frame

Endangered Species Act (ESA)

Scetion 9 of LSA prohibits the taking of any federally listed endangered or threatened
species  Section 3(18) of ESA defines take to mean 1o harass. harm, pursue, hunt. shool,
wound. kill. trap. capture, or collect, or to attempt 10 engage in any such conduct  Qur
repulations (50 CPR 17.3) detine harm to include significant habitat modification or
degradauon which actually hills or injures wildhife by significantly impairing essental
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behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding or sheltering. Harassment 1s defined as an
intentional or negligent action that creates the likelihood of injury to wildlife by annoying it
to such an extent as to significantly disrupt normal hehavior patterns which include, but are
not limited 1o, breeding, feeding, or sheliering  The ESA provides for civil and eriminal
penalties for the unlawful taking of listed species. Cxemptions to the prohibitions against
take may be obtlained through coordination with the Service in two ways: through
interagency consuliation for projcets with federal involvement pursuant to section 7 or
through the issuance of an incidental take permit under section 10(a)(1)(B) of ESA

The following “X™ determination applics to the proposed project regarding KSA.

X Based on the activities anticipated to be conducted and location of the
proposed project site, 11 15 unhikely that any of the federally listed species
identified on our web site
(http://mountain-prarie.fws.gov/endspp/CountyLists/NEBRASK A .htm)
would occur in the vicinity of the proposed project  We concur that the
proposed project will not adversely afledt federally listed threatened and
endangered species. or their designated critical habitat  No further section 7
consultation with the Service is necessary unless project plans change or new
information becomes available.

in accordance with section 7ic) of ESA, the Service does not concun with the
project proponent that the proposed project will nol have an adverse impact to
federaily listed species A letier discussing our concerns will be forthcoming

Bzld and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA)

T'he BGFFPA provides for the protection of the bald and golden cagle (Aguila chn saetos) by
prohibition. except under certain specific conditions. the taking, possession, and commercial
usc of such birds. The following “X™ determination applics to the proposed project
regarding BGEPA.

X Based on the activines anticipated (o be conducted and locaton of the
proposed project site, it 1s unlikely that eather the bald or gelden cagle would
be affected by the proposed project

In accordance with 16 U §.C 688 (a and b) of BGLPA, the Service does not
concur with the project proponent that the proposed project will not have an
adverse impact to the bild or golden cagle. A letter discussing our concerns
and recommendations will be forthcoming

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA)

Under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16 U S C. 703-712. Ch. 128 us umendled)
construction activities in grassland, wetland, stream, and woudland habitats. and those that
vceur on bridges (e.g, which may affect swallow nests on bridge girders) that would
otherwise result in the taking of migratory birds, cggs. young. and/or active nests should be
avoided. Although the provisions of MBI A are apphicable year-ound. most migratory bird
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nesting activity in Nebraska occurs during the period of April | 1o July 15 However, some
migratory birds are known to nest outside of the aforementioned primary nesting scason
period  For example, raptors can be expecled 1o nest in woodlund habitats during February |
through July 15, whereas sedge wrens which oceur in some wetland habitats normally nest
from July 15 to September 10 1f the proposed construction project is planned to oceur
during the primary nesting season or at any other time which may result in the tahe of nesting
migratory birds, the Service recommends that the projeut proponent (or construction
contractor) armange to have a qualified biologist conduct a ficld survey of the affected
habitats and structures to determine the absence or presence of nesting migratory birds.
Surveys must be conducted during the nesting season. The Service further recommends that
ficld surveys for nesting birds, along with information regarding the qualifications of the
biologisi(s) performing the surveys, be thoroughly documented and that such documentation
be maintained on file by the project proponent (and/or construction contractor) until such
time as construction on the proposed project has been completed

The Service requests that the following be provided to this oftice prior 10 construction
proceeding at the proposed project site if the above conditions occur  The purpose of the
reyuest 1s to assist the project proponent to avoid the unnecessary tahe of migratory hirds and
the possible need for law enlorcement action

a) A copy of any survey(s) for migratory birds done in conjunction with this proposed
project, if any. The survey should provide detail in regards 1o survey methods, date
and ume of survey, species observed/heard. and location of species observed relative
10 the proposed project site.

b) Written description of any avotdance measures implemented it the proposed project
site to avoid the take of migratory birds

¢)  Written description of any circumstances where 1t has been determined by the project
proponent that onc or more active bird nests cannot be avorded by the planned
construction activities

Fish and Wildlife Coordinalion Act (FWCA)

The FWCA requires that fish and wildlife resources be given equal consideiation n the
planning, implementation, and operation of federal and federally funded, permitied, or
licensed water resource developments  The comments in this felter are provided as technical
assistance and predevelopment consultation and do not constitute a Service report under the
authority of TWCA on any required federal environmental review or permint

Wetands. Streams, and Riparian Habitats

11 wetlands or streams will be impacted by the proposed project, a Depaniment of the Army
permil from the U.S Corps of Engincers may be needed  The Service recommends that
impacts to wetlands, streams, and ripanan areas be avorded or mininized  1f unavoidable
impacts are to oceur to aquatic habrtats, the Service recommends that compunsation (1e,
resloration of a degraded wetland or creation) occur for Iike wetland type at a ratio ot 2 1
(acres of wetlands restored/created o acres of wetlunds impacted) | or unavendable impacts
to streams, the Service recommends that stream paltern, profiie, and dimension be matigated
at a ratio of nv less that 1:1 (stream length and number, pattern, and length of meanders



created/restored versus stream length and number, patiern, and length of meanders
impacted; sequence and number of pools and niffles created/restored versus sequence and
number of pools and riffles impacted). Additionally, compensation for impacts to riparian
habitats should occur at a minimum ratio of 3:1 (1.¢., acres of ripanan habnat replaces for
acres of riparian habstat impacted) The 3 | ratio is based on the loss of the habital and the
amount of time that will be required for planted trees to reach maturity.

National Wildlife Refuges

In Nebrasha, the Service manages six refuges and one wetland management district under the
National Wildlife Refuge System. Based on the information provided. the Service has
determined that the proposed project does not appear to impact any of these seven wildlife
areas.

Due 1o budget deficits and reduced statting i our office, 11 has become necessary for us to
modify the manner in which we respond to formal requests (1.¢ . recerved in the mail via the
U S Postal Service) for information or concurrences regarding the eftects of proposed
projects on federal trust fish and wildlife resources  If you cannot submit such request to our
office clectronically, but must send it to us in the form of a letter, please include a return G-
mail address in your letter so that we can provide 2n electronic response to it. Unless
requesied otherwise due to special circumstances, we ne longer intend to reply on paper. but
only through electrome means in order to reduce our costs for postage, mail handhing. and
clerical support  In the future, it you are requesting information or concurrence from the
Service regarding a proposed project, please submit your request clectronically to the
attention of Mr. John Cochnar within our office at the following E-mail uddress.
John_Cochnariofvs pov. Your cooperation and understanding regarding this matter 15
greatly appreciated

We appreciate the opportunity to revjew and coinment on the referenced project proposal, 11
you have any questions regarding our comments, please contact Mr. Cochnar at the above I'-
mail address or telephone number (308)382-6468. extension 20

Sincerely,

,Qtz;uﬂ_‘%:—

Steve Anschutz
Nebiaska Field Supervisor

cc. NGPC: Lincoin, NE (Atin: Kristal Stoner)



United States Department of the Interior

Natronal Park Service

Midwest Region
ot Riveriont Dnive

Ornaiha Nebrasha o5 102-4220 EX HlBlT F

650.2(MWR-P/G)

Mr. Sidney L. Strickland, Jr DEC 2 7 2005
Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC

3050 K St. N W, Suijte 101

Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland*

This is in response to your November 20, 2006, request that the National Park Service
respond 10 STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 460X) BNSIF Railway Company
Abandonment Exemption in Webster County, Nebraska.

We have reviewed this project in relation 1o any possible conilicts with the Land and
Water Conservation Fund and the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery programs and
find there are none  Accordingly. we have no additional comments at this time.

You may contact me at 402-661-1546 1f you have questions or need more information
Sincerely,

/% / %J
- rt Maydwtll

rants Management Assistar
Partnerships- Grants

TAKE PRIDE , &
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Environmental Coordinator x‘sﬂ'ﬂéﬂﬂ*:#ﬁ—d&!ﬁ
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Omaha, NE 68102 "l )
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Sidney Strickland

Sidney Strickland and Assoc., PLLC
3050 K Street N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Re STB Docket AB-§ (Sub 452X) and STB Docket AB-6 (Sub 460X), BNSF Abandonments, IL & NE

We have recerved your [ettersof November 20, 2006 cancerning the above referenced projects

7] We have no comment on your proposed actions
Pleasc address any further correspondence about these projects or any project 1o

the following address

Regonal Environmental Coordinator
National Park Service

Midwest Regnonal Office

601 Riverfront Drive

Omaha, NE 68102

Duec to linuted staff and the number of requests we recerve for early coordination, we ask that
companics/ogencies assume we will have no comments on projects if they have not heard
from us within 30 days of our receipl of the request

Thank you,

RW‘

EXHIBIT G



C. A. Curry

EXHIBIT H
From: Bill_Carson@blm gov
Sent: Thursday, December 07, 2006 11 12 AM
To: Sidney Strickland@stricklandplic com
Subject: BNSF - Abandonment - Webster Co - NE

Re: “eeter daced 11/20,/0€; SI3 Rockel lo. AB-6 {Z.5, Ho 460%) BNSF R11lwey {onpainy -
Abardcnrent Exemptacr - 1n Weoster Cout ty, KL

We have reviewed the proposed abanderment ard found that 1t will not affecl any public
lands (tederal lands administered by the Department of Lhe Interior through .h¢ Hureau of
Land Management).

B1l' Larsuom

Realzy opotlalist

BureaL ol oand Maracemrsant
Newcas. le Field Offaceo
Newcasllec WY 82701
nffiice (307)746-6607
fax: {307)746-6639



STATE OF NEBRASKA

DEPARTMENT Of ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Michael J Linder

Director

Sune 400, | he Airum

1200 'N” Street

EXHIBIT I PO Box 58922
Line oln, Nebraska 68500-8922

Phone (402) 471-2186

FAX 1402) 471-2909

website www deq state ne us

January 9, 2007

Sidney Strickland

Sidney Stnckland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. N.W, Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

RE. STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No 460X) BNSIF Railway Company  Abandonment
Excmption — 1n Webslter County, NE

Dcar Mr. Stnckland:

I'he Nebraska Department of Environmental Quahity (NDEQ) has been asked to review the
above reterenced project.

As with any industrial facility, permits may be required prior to beginning construction or
operation At mainimum, you should be aware of the possible regmrement for a Construction
Storin Water/Industnial Storm Water permit  Intormation regarding this type of permut can be
recetved from Ron Asch at (402) 471-2188,

Unul turther along 1n the planning process. 1t 15 unknown whether there may be additional
rcgulatory requirements  We strongly urge the project sponsors to make contact with the
Department It has been our expenence that carly and open communication helps facilhitate the
permitting process

If you have questions about the pernutting process. or any other questions, feel free to contact me
at (402) 471-8697.

Sincerely,

INVATeN

Hugh Stirts, PhD
NEPA Cuoordinator

An Egral Qpprortunsy AR e v Acien Ergphoagser

2% Punied wilh soy Mk 0N recycled papar é
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION Vi
901 NORTH 5TH STREET
KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 66101

1 % DEC 2n8

EXHIBIT J

Mr. Sidney L. Stnckland, Jr.

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Dcar Mr. Sinckland.

Your letter of November 20, 2006, asked of two questions concerming BNSF Railway
Company’s plans to abandon a section of railroad linc 1n Webster County, Nebraska. The
following is the Environmcntal Protection Agency’s rcsponse to those questions.

1. You stated that BNSF needs to know whcther or not this action will be consistent
with federal, state, or local water quality standards. This office does not make such a
dctermination. The Ncbraska Dcpartment of Environmental Quality (NDEQ) does
issue what arc known as Scction 401 WQ Ccrufications. Ms. Terry Hickman,
NDEQ’s contact for thesc certifications, can be rcached at (402)471-2875.

s

Also requested was a staticment concerning the National Pollutant Discharge
Ehmination System (NPDES) permit program requircments. Such a permit 15
required for a discharge of pollutants from a point source into waters of the United
States The NDEQ is administering the NPDES program and should be contacted if
a discharge is planncd. One aspcet of the NPDES program which may be tnggered
is the requircment for construction activitics, which disturb greater than onc acre, to
obtain a NPDES permit for discharge of storm water from the sile. Ms. Mary
Schrocer is NDEQ’s contact for the siorm watcer portion of the NPDES program. Her
tclephone number is (402)471-8330.

The NDEQ's wcb site, which contains information about both the 401 Certification
program and the NPDES program can be found at: Artp://www.deq.state.ne.us. I{ you have any
questions, plcase contact me at (913) 551-7841.

Astewerdcr and Infrastructure
Management Branch

cc I erry Hickman, NDEQ
Mary Schroer, NDEQ

AL B R



EXHIBIT K
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, OMAHA DISTRICT
NEBRASKA REGULATORY OFFICE — KEARNEY
1430 CENTRAL AVENUE, SUITE 4

REPLY TO KEARNEY, NEBRASKA 68847-6856

ATTENTION OF

hitps /iwww nwo usaco army mihtml/od-me/nehome himl

January 9, 2007

Ms Liz Waite

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K Street Northwest, Suite 101
Washington. D.C. 20007-5108

RI. 2006-2835-KEA
Dear Ms Wailer

Lhis letter pertains 10 Burhington Noithern Santa Fe Rmlway Company’s request for our
res tew of tack abandonment i Webster County. Nebrasha fiom Milepost 193.60 1o Milepost
202 01. ‘L he work will be carmied out in accordance with plans received on November 27, 2006.
I he project 1s located [rom Section 6, 1ownship | North, Range 10 West to Section 33,
Township 2 North, Range 12 West.

Based on the information provided. the project will not involve {ill materials to be placed into
Jurssdictional waters ol the United States  Therefore, the activity 1s not subject to Department of
the Army (DA) regulatory authorities and no permiat pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act s required from the Corps of Engineers I you disagree wath this junisdictional
determinauon, you have the nght to appeal the decision 11 you would ike more information on
the jurisdictional appeal process, contact this office.

If, 1n the future, you plan to place fill material in any waters of the United States please
provide this oflice with an application for review for possible permit requirements.

Although a DA permit 1s not required for this project, this does not eliminate the requirement
that you obtain uny other applicable Fedeial, State, I'mbal and/or Local permits as required.

I you have any guestions regarding this determination, please contact me at the above address
or calt (30R) 234-1403 and refer to file number NE 2006-285-KEA.

Sincerely,

Keith Tillotson
Sentor Project Manager



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W,, Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-295-3854
EXHIBIT L.

SIDNEY L STRICKLAND, JR

Sudney Stnckland@istnicklandplic com
November 20, 2006

C Ardell Talkington

Highway Supenintendent

621 N Cedar Strect -
Red Cloud, NE 68970

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Webvter County, NE

Dear Mr Talkington

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with the Surface Transportation Board (“SI'B™) a
Petiion for Exemption sceking authority in the above docket to abandon 8 41 miles of railroad line
between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01, near Red Cloud in Webster County, Nebraska

T'he proposcd abandoament may include the removal of the rails and ties, including any bridges, structures
and crossings  BNST buds its salvage packages out to independent contractors  The winming bidder will
start work with the removal of the rails and metal parts of the track structure  Next the wooden ties are
removed and separated into second hand ties, landscape quality ties and scrap ties (which are disposed of at
an appropriate site) The bridges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last. Culverts
and the rail line embankment stay intact so as not o alter the prevailing waterffows along the hne. Any
bridge pilings are pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken off at or below the mud line. Steel bndges
are dismantled and removed If there are concrete abutments or prers involved, they may be lefl intact
BNSF salvage contractors arc required not to place fills or other matenal in water bodies, mecluding inland
waterways Contractors are also required to lumit thewr activities to the width of the nght-of-way. When
the salvage process 15 complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted

As part of the environmental report, BNSF nceds to know if the proposed abandonment will affect any 100-
year floodplains If so, please furnish 8% by 11 black and white maps in the area of each designated

floodplain 1f they are available

For your reference, I have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. Please provide this
mformation to me by December 18, 2006  If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me at (202)

338-1325
Thank you i advance for your cooperation

Smu:n.l),

L MY
,;/‘{ fs,,.ckl.md I /

Lnclosures
SLS/cac

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X}



EXHIBIT M

h ! NEBRASKA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1500 R STREET, P.O.BOX 82554, LINCOLN, NE 685012554
), (4024713270 Fax. (402)471-3100 1-800-833-6747 www.nebraskahstory arg

December 21, 2006

Sidney L. Strickland, Jr.

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K Street N.W., Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption—in Webster County, NE
H.P. #0611-072-01

Dear Mr. Strickland:

A review of our files indicates that three archacological sites (25WT501), (25WT506,
and 25WTS5) are located on or adjacent to the proposed project. It is recommended that
the locations be cxamined by qualified personncl to determine if the project will affect
the sitcs.

Sincerely, Concurrcncc'
~ /\
7% / /J ”- I S V’/(-"—-—Z'/
Terry Syéacher L. Robert Puschendorf
H.P. Archacologist Deputy NeSHPO /

—— sma— eem= = ANFQUALOPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVEACTIONEMPLOYER .
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CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(c) and 8(c)

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF™), by and through its authorized representative, Sidney L
Strickland, Jr., certifies that on June 8. 2007, BNSF sent copies of the foregoing Environmental and

Historic Reports by first class mail to the following agencies:

Stephen Crick, State Conservationist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA

152 Federal Building

100 Centenmal Mall

Lincoln, Nk 68508-3866

Keith Tillotson

Senior Project Manager

US Army Corps of Engincers
Nebraska Regulatory Office—Keamcey
1430 Centrai Avenue, Suite 4

Kearney, NE 68847-6856

Bureau of Land Management
P O Box 1828
Cheyenne, WY 82003-1828

Jay Hall

City Adminsstrator
540N Wehster

Red Cloud, NI 68970

Robert Mavdwell

U S National Park Service
Midwest Region

601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha. NE 68102-4226

Hugh Stirts, PhD

NEPA Coordinator

State of Nebraska

Department of Lnvironmental Qualiy
P.O. Box 98922

Lincoln, NE 68509-8922

U S Fish and Wildlife Service

‘Region 6

P'O Box 25486
Denver Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225

C. Ardell Talkington
Highway Superintendent
621 N. Cedar Street

Red Cloud, NE 68970

Bob Rankin, P.C.

Ruilroad Liaison Engincer
Nebraska Department of Roads
Rail and Public Transportation
P O. Box 94759

Lincoln, NE 68509-4759

Kimberly J. Hill

Nebraska NPDES Permit Coordimator

Wastewater and Infrastructure
Management Branch

U.S. Cnvironmental Protection Agency

Region 7

901 N 5th Street

Kansas City, KS 66101

TB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X



Webster County Commuissioners
621 North Cedar Strect

County Courthouse

Red Cloud, NE 68970-2300

Steve Anschutz

Nebraska Field Supervisor
Fish and Wildhife Service
Ecological Services

Nebraska Field Office

203 West Second Street
Grand Island, Nebrasha 68301

Bill Carson

Realty Specialist

Bureau of Land Management
Newceastle Tield Office
Newcastle WY 82701

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admumstration
National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

‘lerry Steinacher

H P Archacologist

Ncbraska State Historical Society
P.O Box 82554

1500 R Strect

Lincoln, NE 68501-2554

Environmental Coordinator
U S. National Park Service
Midwest Regional Office
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102

Ms. Victoria Rutson

Chief, SEA

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S W,
Washington D C 20423-0001

Ncebraska Public Services Commission

P.O. Box 94927
Lincoln, NE 68509-4927

1he required cover letters {pursuant 1o 49 C.FF R. 1105 11) are attached hereto BNSF has consulied

with all appropriate agencies in preparing the reports

L9

—r

Sidne Strickland, Jr.
Sudficy Strichland and Associates, P
3050 K Strect N.W |
Suite 101

Washington, D C 20007




SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W.,, SUITE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNry | STRICK] AND, JR
Sudney Sirichlmgtr stryy blandpllc com
Junc 8, 2007

Ms Victonia Rutson

Chief, SI A

Surface I'ransportation Board
395 F Street. S.W.
Washington D C 20423-0001

Re STI'B Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No 460X) BNSF Railway Companv—Abandonment
Cxemption = in Webster County, Ncbrasha

Dear Ms Rutson

On or about June 28, 2007, BNSI' Railway Company (“BNSF™} plans on filmg with the
Surface | ransportation Board (“STB™) a Petition for Exemption secking authority to abandon
8 41 miles of rmlroad hine between Milepost 193.60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud 1n
Webster County, Nebraska (the “Line™)  Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports
describing the propused action and any expected environmiental and histonic eflects, as well as a
map of the affected area

NTB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 4601)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W.,, SuiTe 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAx: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L STRICKI AN, JR
Sidnes Sarnchland gestochlapdplle vom

June 8, 2007

Nebraska Public Services Commission
P O. Box 94927
Lincoln, NL 68509-4927

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No 460X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Sir or Madam

On or about June 28, 2007, BNSI™ Railway Company (“BNSI™) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (*ST137) a Peution for Exemption seekmg authority to abandon
8 41 miles of ralroad line between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud m
Webster County. Nebrasha (the “Line™)  Attached are Environmental and Histone Reports
describing the proposed action and any expeeted environmental and mstoric effects, as wellas a
map ol the alTected arca

We arc¢ providing these reports so that you may review the mformation that will form the
basis for the $113°s independent env ironmental and historic analyses of this proceeding  1fany of
the imformation s misleading or incorrect. 1f you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questtons about the S 1 B’s environmental review process, please contact the
Scetion of Environmental Analysis (SLLA). Surface Transportation Board, 3951 Street, S.W',
Washingtlon, DC 20423-0001, 1elephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impeose stringent
deadhines for pracessig this action, your written comments 1o SKA (winh a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three wevks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
istonc preservation impacts of the contemplated action 1 there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 138-1325 or by matl a1 Sidney
Strickland and Assoctates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

T'hank you in advance for your couperation

Sidney B/ Sinichland, Ir
osure
SLS/cac

!

S18 Ducket No. AB-6 (Sub No 460\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNLY L STRICKI AND, JR
Sighyey Sanckland'd stk tandpll wom
June 8, 2007

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Re S1B Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 460X) BNSI Railway Company—Abandenment
Exemption — in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Sir or Madam

On or about Junc 28, 2007, BNSI Raillway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Petition for Exemption seching authonty 1o abandon
8 41 miles of railroad hine between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County, Nebrasha (the “Line™)  Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historse effects, as well as a
map of the affected arca

We are providing these reports so that vou may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and hestoric analyses of this proceeding  If any ol
the iformatton is mislcading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent intormation is missing, or
1t you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review pracess, please contact the
Section of Lnvironmental Analysis (SEA ), Surface Transportation Board, 395 L Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, I'clephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the abuve Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stungent
deadhnes for processing this action, your written comments (o SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the $STB m evaluating the environmental and/or
histone preservation impacts of the contemplated action  H there are any questions concerning
this propoesal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mal at Sidney
Strichland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washmpton, DC 20007

Thank you 1n advance lor your cooperation.

Sincerely,

-

Stnickland., Jr. / ’

ST8 Dochet No 1B-6 (Sub No. 4607}



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST. N.W_, SUITE101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1326
Fax: 202-295-3854

SNy | STRICKLAND, JR
Sudney StiicklandGPstricklandplie com

Junc 8, 2007

Environmental Coordinator
U § National IPark Service
Midwest Regional Office
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NI: 68102

Re STB Dochet No AB-6 (Sub No 460X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandomnent
Fxemption — in Webster County. Nebrasha

Dear Siror Madam

On or about Junc 28, 2007, BNSI Ralway Company (“BNSE™) plans on filing with the
Surfuace Transportation Board (*STB™) a Petinon for Exemption seching authornity 10 abandon
8 41 miles of railroad Iine between Malepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud m
Webster County. Nebrasha (the “Line™). Attached are Cnvironmental and 1historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the alfeeted arca

We are providing these reports so that you may review the mformation that will form the
basis for the S I'B"s independem environmental and historic analy ses of this proceeding [ any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, 1t you believe that pertiment information is missing, or
if vou have any questiens about the STI's environmental review process, please contact the
Secuoen of Envirominental Analysis (SEA), Surface ‘T ransportation Board, 395 I Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-02935, and refer o the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose strigent
deadlines for processig this action, your wnitten comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated withm three weehs

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
histonie presers ation impacts of the contemplated action 1 there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strichland and Associates, PLLC. 3050 K Street. N W, Swite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you n advance [or your cooperation.

Smeerely,

Sidney L/Strickland, Jr /,
re

M B Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 460N}



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., Surte 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNLY L. STRICKI AND, JR
Sidpey Stocklund 2 srieklandplle com

June 8, 2007

Steve Anschutz

Nebraska Field Supervisor
Fish and Wildlife Service
Ecological Services

Nebraska Field Oftice

203 West Second Street
Grand Iskand. Nebrasha 68801

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No 460X) BNSFE Raudway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Mr Anschutz

On or about June 28, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF™) plans on filmg with the
Surface Transportation Board (*ST1B™) a Petition for Exemption seeking authority to abandon
8 41 mules of railroad line between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County. Nebraska (the I me™)  Attached are Fnvironmental and Historic Reports
deseribing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historie effects, as well as a
map of the atfected arca

We arc providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basts for the $ I'B’s independent environmental and historic analyses of thas proceedmg 1 any of
the information 1s inisleadmg or incorrect, if vou believe that pertinent information is missing, or
il you have any questions about the ST3's environmental res iew process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SCA). Surfuce ‘I ransportation Board, 395 T Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X). Beecause the applicable statutes and regulations nmpose strmgent
deadlines for processmg this action. your writien comments 1o SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated withm three weehs

Your comments will be considered by the S B i evaluaung the environmental and/or
histonie preservation impacis of the contemplated action I there are any questions eoncerning
this propusal, phease contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by minl at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PELC, 3050 K Street. N W, Suite 101, Washingten, DC 20007,

I'hank yvou i advance for your cooperation,

5 wickland, Jr. (P -
Focleure
SLS/cac

STH Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. Na, 460))



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NW., SUITE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L STRICALAND, JR
Sidney Strrckfndiefstricklandplle com
June 8, 2007

Terry Stemacher

H P Archacologist

Ncbraska State Historical Society
P O Box 82554

1500 R Street

Lincoln, NE 68501-2554

Re. STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X) BNSI- Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Mr Stemadher:

On or about June 28, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF") plans on [iting with the
Surface I'ransportation Board (“STB™) a Petition for Txemption secking authonty to abandon
8 -11 miles of 1a1lrvad line between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 ncar Red Cloud
Webster County, Nebrasha (the “L.me™)  Attached are Environmentat and Historic Reports
describmyg the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the alTected area

We are providmg these reports so that you may review the information that wall form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this procecding  If any of
the mformation 1> msleading or incorrect. if you believe that pertinent information 1s missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's env ironmental 1eview process, please contact the
Secnion of Lavironmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Iransportation Board, 395 E Street. S W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0XH0 1, [elephone (202) 245-0295, and refer 1o the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 360X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadimes lor processing thes action, y our writien comments to SEA (with a copy 1o the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be consudered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
hrstone preservation impacts of the contemplated action I there are any guestions concerning
this proposal. please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by maul at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Strect. N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for yvour cooperation

Smcegely.

SLS/cac

S B Docket No 1B-6 (Sub. No. 4608



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K S1. N.W., Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY D STRICEE AN, JR
Sudnes_Stnckband/g sirch landplle com
June 8, 2007

Webster County Commissioners
621 North Cedar Street

County Courthouse

Red Cloud, NE 68970-2300

Re ST'B Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 460X) BNSF Raulway Company—Abundonment
Exemption —in Webster County, Nebraska

Deuar Sies or Madams

On or about June 28, 2007, BNSF Raillway Company ("BNSFE™) plans on filmg with the
Surtace Transportation Board (“STB™) a Petiion for Exemption secking authority to abandon
§ 41 mules of raalroad line between Midepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Clowd in
Webster County. Nebrasha (the “Line™)  Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map ot the atlected area

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will lorm the
basis for the $ I'B’s independent environmental and Instonic analyses of this proceedmg  If any of
the information 1« misleading or incorrect, if you beheve that pertinent information is missing, or
il you have any guestions about the SIB's environmental review process. pleasc contact the
Section of Lavironmental Analysis (SEA), Surface 1ransportation Board, 395 IE Street, S W,
Washimgton, DC 20422-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the apphiable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines tor processig this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy o the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the S 1B in evaluating the environmental and/or
histone preservation impacis ot the contemplated action  If there are any questions concerming
this proposal. pluase contact the understgned by telephone at (202) 338-1323 or by mal at Sudney
Stnchland and Assouates, P1LC. 3050 K Strect, NNW | dunte 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for vour cooperation,

" ulu-surc
SLS/eae

STR Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No 460\



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST.NW,, Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SiIpNLY L SIRICKT ANTY, IR
Sagpey Strichlandeg servklandpll, com
June 8, 2007

Kimberly J 1Nl

Nebraska NPDES Permit Coordinator

Wastewater and Infrastructure Management Branch
U S LEnvironmental Protection Agency

Region 7

901 N 5" Stieet

Kansas City. KS 66101

Re S1B Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 460X) BNSE Railway Company—Abandonment
I-xemption —in Webster County, Nebrasha

Dear Ms. Hhil:

On or about June 28, 2007, BNSE Ratlway Company (“BNSF™) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB™) a Petiion for Exemption sechig authority to abandon
& 41 nules of ratlroad hne between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud n
Webster County, Nebraska (the "Line™)  Attached are Enviromnental and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the aifected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the mformation that will form the
basis for the STB"s mdependent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. [lany of
the mformation 1s misleading or mcorrect, if you bhelieve that pertiment mformation 1s missimg, or
1l you have any questions about the STB™s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Envitonmental Analysis (SEA). Surface Transportatton Board, 395 L Street, S W,
Washmgton, DC 20423-0001. Telephone (202) 245-0295. and refer to the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the apphicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlmes for processimg this action, vour written comments to SLA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated wathin three weeks

Your comments will be consudered by the S1B in evaluating the environmental and/or
historie preservation impacts of the contemplated action 11" there are any gquestions concerning
this proposal. please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Stdney
Strichland and Associates, PLLC, 3030 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washimgton, DC 20007

Thank »ou in advance Tor your cooperation,

S1 Shac

STB Docket No. 1B-6 (Sub No 460\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., Suire 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

Stng % 1 STRICKIAND, JR
Sidney Swcklangdgstncklandplle g om

Junc &, 2007

Robert Maydwell

U.S. National Park Service
Midwest Region

601 Raveriront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

Re S1B Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 160X) BNSF Rallway Company—Abandonment
I>xemption — in Webster County, Nebrasha

Dear Mr Maydwell

On or about June 28, 2007, BNST Railway Company ("BNSE™) plans on filing with the
Surtace Transportation Board (*STB™) a Petition for Exemption seeking authority 1o abandon
8 41 mules of ranlroad line between Milepost 193 66 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County. Nebraska (the “*Line™)  Attached are Pnvironmental and Hhistoric Reports
desenibing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historie eftects, as well as a
map of the affected area

We are providing these reports so that you may review the mformation that wall form the
basis for the S1B’s mdependent environmental and historie analyses of this proceeding. If any ol
the mformation 1s misleading or meairect, if you believe that pertinent mformation 1s missing, or
if vou have any questions about the ST13s environmental review process. please contact the
Section of Lnvinonmental Analysis (S1LA). Surface Transportation Board, 3935 E Stieet, § W,
Washmgton, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub No 460X), Because the applicable statutes and repulations impose stringent
deadlines for processmg tlns action. your written comments 1o SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three wecks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historie presenvation impacts of the contemplated action 11 there are any questions concerning
this proposal. please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1323 or by mail at Skiney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Sreet. N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

[ hank you in advance tor vour cooperation

Strickland, h -

SLS/vac

STB Docket Nu. AB-6 (Sub “o. 46i1\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SuiTE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SioMEY [ STRWCKE AND, IR
Sudney Strkland @sincklandplle vom

Junc 8, 2007

Bob Rankm, P E.

Rmlroad Liaison Engineer
Nebraska Department of Roads
Rail and Public Transportation
P O Box 94759

Lincoln, NE 68509-4759

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 460X) BNSI Rinlway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — m Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Mr Rankin

On or about June 28, 2007, BNSE Railway Company (“BNSET) plans on filing with the
Surtace Transportation Board (“STB™) a Petiion for Lxemption seckmg authonty to abandon
8 41 mules of rarlroad hine hetween Milepast 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud
Webster County, Nebrasha (he “Lme™)  Attached are Environmental and I historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic eftects, as well as a
map of the affected area

We are providing these reports so that you may review the imformation that will form the
basis for the STB"s independent environmental and historic analvses of this proceeding  1f any of
the information 15 misleading or meorrect, 1f you believe that pertment mformation 1s missing, or
if you have any questions about the S 113 s environmuental review process, please contact the
Section of Lnvironmental Analysis (SCA). Swiiace Iransportation Board, 395 E Strect. S W,
Washmgton, DC 20423-0001, 1clephone (202) 245-0293, and refer 1o the above Docket No
A-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action. sour written comments 10 SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated wiathin three weehs

Your comments will be constdered by the $ 1B evaluating the enyironmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action 11 there are any questions concermng
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by manl at Sidney
Strichland and Associates, PLLC. 3030 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC' 20007

Thank you in advance lor vour cooperation

SLS/uac

STB Dodket No, AB-6 (Sub No 4607\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., Surte 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAx: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY 1. STRICKLAND, JR
Sidney Stincklandfesincklandplie com

Junc 8, 2007

Jay Hall

City Administrator
540 N. Webster

Red Cloud, NE 68970

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 460X) BNSE Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Webster County, Ncbraska

Dear Mr Hall

On or about June 2§, 2007, BNSE Railway Company (“I3NSI-™) plans on {iling with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Petition for Lxemption seehing authority to abandon
8 41 miles of railroad line between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud m
Webster County. Nebrasha (the “Line™)  Attached are Environmental and Historie Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historie effects. as well as a
map of the affected area.

We are prosiding these reports so that vou may review the information that witl form the
hasis for the $T13°s mdependent environmental and istoriv analyses of this proceeding 1t any of
the information 1s nusleading or mcorrect, if you believe that pertinent mformation 1s missing, or
il you have any questions about the S 113°s cnvironmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA). Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street. S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001. Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub. No 160X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations nnpose stiigent
deadlines for provessing this action, sour wntlen comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
histonic preservation impacts of the contemplated action  [f there are any guestions concerning

tins proposal. please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strichland and Associates. PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington. DC 20007

T'hank you in advance fur yowr cooperation,

Smcarely,
o

“SESYene

STB Dokt No. AB-6 (Sub. Ne. 46UX)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., Sute 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAx: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L STRICKLAND, JR
Sudney Strick a8y pricklandplly com
Junc &, 2007

C. Ardell Talkington
Highway Superintendent
621 N Cedar Street
Red Cloud, NE 68970

Re SI18 Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 160X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Cxemption — in Webster County, Nebrasha

Dear Mr. Tatkington

On or about June 28, 2007, BNSI- Raulway Company (“BNSE™) plans on fihing with the
Surface 'ransportation Board (“STB™) a Petition for Exemption seeking authority to abandon
8 41 mules of rarlroad line between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Wehster County, Nebraska (the “Line™). Attached are Fnvironmental and | historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and histonie effects, as well as a
map of the afTected area

We are providing these reports so that you may review the mformation that wall fmm the
basis for the S1183°s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding  1f any of
the information s misleading or mcorrect. if you believe that pertinent information 15 missing. or
if you have any questions about the STBs environmental res iew process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SCA), Surlace Transportation Board, 395 L Street, S W
Washingion. DC  20423-0001, Telephone (202) 2:15-0295. and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6{Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processig this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated withm three weehs

Your comments will be considered by the STI3 in evaluating the enviromnental and/or
historic presers ation impacts of the contemplated action 11 there are any questions concernmg
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strnichland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Sunte 101, Washington, DC 20007,

[hank you in advancee for vour cooperation

7 HH

Strickland, Jr

STB Dochet Mo AB-6 (Sub o 460\



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SuITe 101
WAaAsHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAx: 202-295-3854

SIEY L STRICKI ARD, JR
Sidiey Stochlamd g sineklyndpllycem
Junc 8, 2007

Bill Carson

Realty Speeialist

Burcau of Land Management
Newcastle Ficld Office
Newcastle WY 82701

Rer S1B Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 464X) BNSI Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Webster County., Nebraska

Dear Mr Carson-

On or about June 28. 2007, BNSI™ Railway Company (“BNSI™) plans on ttling with the
Surface I'ransportation Board (“STB™) a Petiion for Exemption seeking authority to abandon
8.41 mules of rudroad line between Milepost 193.60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud m
Webster County. Nebraska (the “1 ine™)  Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected eny ironmental and historie eftects, as well as a
map of the affecied area

We are providing these reports 50 that you may review the informatzon that will form the
basis for the S1B’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding 1t any of
the information 15 misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 1s missing, or
1t you have any yuestions about the §1 B emvironmental review process, please contact the
Scction of Environmental Analysis (SEA). Surface |ransportation Board. 395 | Strect, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, und reter 10 the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines tor processmg this action. your written comments to SEA {(with a copy to the
unduisigned) would be appreciated wathin three weeks

Your comments will be ¢onsidered by the S 113 m evaluating the environmental and/or
histonie preservation impacts of the contemplated action 1 there are any questions concerning
tlus proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Stnchland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Sunte 101, Washington, DC 20007

[hank you in advance tor your cooperation.
Sidnest"Strickland, Jr Ly -

Miclosure

SLS/cac

STB Docket Yo A= (Sub No 4p0)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SuItE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIONLY 1 STRICK)L AND, JR
Sudney Strighly wd gz st klandplly viin
Junc 8, 2007

Bureau of Land Management
PO Box 1828
Cheyenne, WY 82003-1828

Re: STB Dochet No AB-6 (Sub No 460X) BNSI' Rmlway Compuny—Abandonment
Exemption — m Wehster County, Nebrasha

Dear Sir or Madam:

On o1 about June 28, 2007, BNSI' Raulway Company (“BNSH") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (*S1B™) a Peution for Exemption secking anthority to abandon
8 41 miles of ranlroad fine between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County, Nebraska (the “Line™)  Attached are Fovironmental and Histonie Repons
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historie effects. as well as a
map of the attected arca

We are providing these reports so that you may review the mformation that will form the
basis fur the S 1 B’s independent environmental and histonce analyses of this proceeding  1f any of
the mformation 1» misleading or incorrect. if vou believe that pertinent information 1s missing, or
if you have any questions about the S I'B*s environmental review provess, please contaet the
Secuion of Lnvironmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Iransportation Board, 395 L Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, 1elephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Dochet No,
AB-0 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicabice statutes and regutations impuose strimgent
deadlmes tor processing this action, your writien comments to SLA (with a copy to the
vndersigned ) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the ens ironmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action  [f there are any questions concernmg
this proposal. please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-13125 or by mail at Sidoey
Stinchland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street. N W, Suite 101, Waslhington, DC 20007

Thank you in advance tor your cooperation

Slmcn-.:ly. K 5 Z _J

Strickland, Jr

STE Do ket N A\B-6 {Sub No. 4601)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST.N.W., Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIWNEY L SIRKCKI AND, TR
Sudney Stencklangt strnkiandplle com
June 8, 2007

U S. Fish and Wildlife Scrvice
Region 6

P O. Box 25186

Denver Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225

Re SIB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No 460X) BNSI Railway Company— Abandonment
Fxemption — in Webster County, Nebrasha

Dear Sir or Madam

On or about June 28, 2007. BNST Railway Company (“BNSI™™) pians on filing with the
Surface [ranspoitation Board (*STB™) a Petition for Exemption seching authonity to abandon
R 211 miles of ralroad lme between Milepost 193 60 and Milepast 202 01 near Red Cloud m
Webster County, Nebrasha (the “Line™)  Attached are Eavironmental and Historie Reparts
desenibimg the proposed action and any expected environmental and historie effects, as well as a
map of the altected area.

We me providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the S81B7s independent environmental and Instoric analyses of this proceeding  If any of
the mformation 1s miskeading or incorrect. 1If you behieve that periment information 15 missing, or
il you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process. please contact the
Section ol Fnvironmental Analysis (SEA). Surface Transportation Board, 395 L Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer 1o the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) DBecause the apphicable statutes and regulations impose stingent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments 10 SEA (with a copy 1o the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
histonie presery ation impacts of the contemplated action  Ifthere are any questions concerning

this proposdl, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1.325 or by mad at Sidney
Strickland and Associates. PLLC. 3050 K Street. N.W | Suite 101, Washingion. DC 20007

Fhank you in advance tor your cooperatton

Sincerely, M

SL.S/cac

STB Docker No. AB-6 (Sub, No 4607}



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SuiTe 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L STRICKLAND, JR
Suiney Strchland % sinklandplly coin
June 8, 2007

Keith Hillotson

Semior Project Manager

U.S Amy Corps of Engineers
Nebrasha Regulatory Oftice- -Kearncy
1430 Central Avenue, Suite 4
Kearney. NI. 68847-6856

Re SI1B Dochet No AB-6 (Sub No. 460X) BNSF Raillway Company- Abandonment
Lxemption - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Mr Tillotson,

On or about June 28. 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“*BNSF™) plans on filing with the
Surtace Transportation Board (S1137) a Petition [or Exemption seching authonty to abandon
8 41 mules of ranlroad line between Mdepost 193 60 and Milepast 202 01 near Red Cloud i
Webster County. Nebrusha (the “Line™}  Attached are Environmental and Listoric Reports
desenibing the proposed action and any eapected environmental and historie eflects, as well as a
map of the afTected arca

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent envnonmental and histonie analyses of this proceeding  1f any of
the information 15 misleading or mcorreet, it you behieve that pertment information 1s missing, or
if you have any questions about the ST'B’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Lnvironmemal Analysis (SLA), Surface [ransportation Board. 395 1 Street, S W,
Washmglon, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer o the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments 10 51 A (with a copy to the
urrdersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be consudered by the STB in evaluaung the environmental and/or
listoric preservation impacts of the contemplated action I there are any questions concernimg
this proposal, please contaet the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strichland and Associates, PLLC. 3030 K Street, N W, Suute 101, Waslungton, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your covperation

Sincerely,

Sidney L. Strickland, Jr
srrClosure

SLS/cac

M B Ducket No. AB-6 (Sub Mo 4600)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST. N.W,, SUITE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIONEY L STRICK) AND, Jk
Suney Stpekland.fizgkmdplle vom
June 8, 2007

Hugh Stirts, PhD

NILPA Coordinator

State of Nebraska

Department of Environmental Quality
PO Box 98922

Lincoln, NE 68509-8922

Re: STB Dochet No AB-6 (Sub No 460X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandunment
Exemption — in Webster County, Nebrusha

Dear Mr Stirts.

On or about Junc 28, 2007. BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF™) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Petition for lixemption seeking authority to abandon
8 41 miles of raitroad line between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud m
Webster County, Nebrasha (the “Line™)  Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports
desenbing the proposed action and any expected environmental and histonic effects, as welt as a
map of the atTected arca

We arc providing these reports so that vou may review the information that wall form the
basis for the S [ B°s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. 1t any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, it you believe that pertment information 1s missing, or
if you have any questions about the S 'B's environmental review process. please contact the
Sccuon of Environmental Analysis (S1LA), Surtace ransportation Board, 395 I Sireet, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001. Lelephone {202) 245-0295, and refer 1o the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the appheable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines lor processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three wecks

Your comments will be considered by the STB 1n evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action  If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mai] at Siiney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street. N W, Suite 101, Washigton, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for vour cooperation

STB Docket Mo, 1B-6 1Sub. No. 4601\



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST.N.W., SuITe 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY [ STRICKLAND, JR
Sudriey St land oF stescklapdplle som
June 8, 2007

Stephen Crick, State Conservatiomst
Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA

152 Federal Building

100 Centenmal Mall

Lincoln, NE 68508-38606

Re: STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 460X) BNSE Railway Company—Abandonment
Excemption —in Webster County, Nebrasha

Dear Mr Crick

On or about June 28, 2007, BNSI Rarlway Company ("BNSE™) plans on filing with the
Surface 1ransportation Board (“STB™) a Petitron for Cxemption seeking authority to abandon
8 41 miles of rlroad line between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202,01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County, Nebrasha (the “Line™). Attached are Environinental and 1 listoric Reports
descnbing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the aftected area

We are providing these reports so that you may review the mformation that walk form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding It any of
the information 15 misleading or incorrect, if vou beheve that pertinent information s nussing. or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SI-A), Surface I'ransportation Board, 395 E Street, S W,
Washington, DC 201230001, Telephone (202) 245-0295. and refer to the above Dockel No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statuies and regulations impose stringent
deadlines tor processing this action, your written comments o SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned ) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the ST i evaluating the environmental and/or
histonie preservation impacts of the contemplated acion  If there are any questions concernng
this propusal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1323 or by mail a1 Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W., Suite 101, Washimgton, DC 20007

Thank you m advance for your cooperation

£ A7

Strickland, Jr

Smcgrely,

Enclosure
SL.S/cac

STR Pocket No 1B-6 (Sub. No. 160%)



