
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NW, SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SlLlSM I. SlKKAIAND.jR

SIDNEY STRICKLAND@STRICKLANDPLLC COM

VernonA Williams, Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
395 h Sired, S W
Washington, DC 20423

August 16,2007
OMoei

AUG102007
Ran of

PubBcBeowd

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 457X) BNSFRailway Company—
Abandonment Exemption - in Stevens County, MN

Dear Secretary Williams

Enclosed please find an original and ten (10) copies of the Verified Notice of
Exemption under 49 C F R 1152.50 for filing with the Board in the above-referenced
matter

Also enclosed is a check in the amount of $3,200 00 for the filing fee

Very truly yours.

-^ SijfccyL Strickland, Jr
Attorney for BNSF Railway Company

FILED'
AUG 1 3 2007

TRANSPORTATION BOARD

FEE RECEIVED



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Office ED

AUG 18 2007
Part of

PuWte Record

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY »
ABANDONMKNT EXEMPTION -
IN STEVENS COUNTY, MN

DOCKET NO. AB
(SUB. NO. 457X)

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
UNDER 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

BXSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Menk Drive
PO Box 96157
Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057

By SIDNEY L STRICKLAND. JR
ELIZABETH E WAITE

SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street, N W.
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
(202)338-1325

Anornevs lor IINSI-* Railway Company

FILED
AUG 1 3 2°07

SLRFACE
TRANSPORTATION BOARD

FEE RECEIVED
AUG 1 6 20C7

SIT-MCE
TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DATEFII.rD August 16,2007

STB Docket Wt> AB-f> (Sub. Hu 4S7\)



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY -
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN STEVENS COUNTY, MN (SUB. NO. 457X)

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
UNDER 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY ("BNSF") ("Applicant") files this Verified Notice

of Txemption under 49 C F R 1152 Subpart F- Exempt Abandonments

(49 C f R 1152 50) for BNSF to abandon a rail line that extends between Milepost 86 00

and Milepost 86 65, in Moms. Stevens County, Minnesota (the k"Lmc"), a total distance

ofO 65 miles

The I.me is depicted in a map that is attached to this Notice as Appendix 1

Responses to 49 C.F.R. S 1152.50(dM2l:

I Proposed consummation date for the abandonment

The proposed consummation date of this abandonment will be at least 50 days

from the filing dale of August 16,2007, which is October 5,2007

II Certification required in 49 C /•' R .<•' 1152 50(h)

'[ he required certification is attached hereto as Appendix 2

III Information required by 49CFR § 1152 22(a)(I-4}. (7) and (8) and (e)(4)

(a) General

(1) Exact name of Applicant

3 STRDocktiKo AM (Sub No 4$7\)



BNSF Railway Company (-BNSF1)

(2) Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject 10
49 USC Subtitle IV, Chapter 105

Applicant is a common currier by railroad subject to

49 U S C Subtitle IV, Chapter 105

(3) Relief sought (abandonment of line or discontinuance of service)

BNSI seeks to use the class exemption from Surface

Transportation Board approval authorizing the abandonment of the

Stevens County Line specified above

(4) Detailed map of the sub/eel line

See Appendix 1

(7) Name, title and address of representative of applicant to whom
correspondence should be b

Sidney L Strickland, Jr
Sidney Strickland and Associates. PLLC
3050 K Street, NW
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
(202)338-1325

Attorney for I1NSF

(8) List oj all United State* Postal Service '/.IP Codes that the line
traverses

The Line traverses United States Postal Service Zip Code 56267

(e)(4) Statement of whether the properties proposed to he abandoned are
suitable for other public purposes, including roads or highways,
other forms of mass transportation, conservation, energy
production or transmission or recreation If the applicant is aware
of any restriction on the title to the property, including any
reversionary interest, which would affect the transfer of title or the
use oj property for other than rail purposes, this shall be disclosed

STB Dockft .\'o 4R-f>(Suh Art 4S7\)



The properties of the proposed abandonment appear to be

appropriate for other public purposes Based on in formal ion in our

possession, there arc no federally granted rights-of-way within the

corridor Any documentation in the railroad's possession wi l l be

made available promptly to those requesting it

IV Level oj Labor Protection

The interests of railroad employees who may be adversely affected by the

proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor

protective conditions set forth in Oregon Short Line RR Co -

Abandonment - Goshen. 360 I C C 91(1979)

V Certification that Applicants have complied with the notice requirements of
49 C /•' R §§ 1152 50(d)(I) and 1105 11

The required certifications arc set forth in Appendix 3 to this Notice of

Exemption

VI Environmental and Historic Reports

A combined Environmental and Historic Report is attached to this

Notice of Ilxcmplion as Appendix 4

STR Docket No AB-6(Sua.ffo 4S7\l



Respectfully submitted.

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Mcnk Drive
PO Box 96157
Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057

. STRICKLAND, JR
ELI/ABLTIIE WAI II:
SIDNHY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIA I'LS
3050 K Street, N W
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
(202)338-1325

Attorncw* for BNSI- Railway Company

DATEHLhl) August 16,2007

STBDockftNo *R-6(Suk Na 4$7\)



APPENDIX 1

Detailed Map of the Line
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MORRIS, MINNESOTA TRACKAGE



APPENDIX 2

Certification Required in 49 CF.R. §1152.SO(b)



VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.500)1

I, Susan Odom, being duly sworn depose and state that, as Manager, Network Strategy in

the Network Development department of the BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF"), I am

authorized to make this verification, and that I have read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and

know the facts asserted therein are true and accurate as stated to the best of my knowledge,

information, and belief

In accordance with 49 C F R § 1152 50(b), I hereby certify that, with respect to the line

which is the subject of the Notice of Exemption filed in Docket No AB-6 (Sub-No. 457X), no

local traffic has moved on the line for at least two (2) years pnor to the date hereof Also, there is

no overhead traffic handled on the Line to be rerouted Further, no formal complaint filed by a

user of rail service on the Line (or a State or local government entity acting on behalf of such

user) regarding cessation of service over the Line either is pending with the Surface

Transportation Board or any U S District Court or has been decided in favor of a complainant

within the two-year period

The foregoing certification is made on behalf of BNSF by the undersigned after due and

careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based on the best of the knowledge,

information, and belief of the undersigned

SusarrOdom
Manager, Network Strategy

Subscribed and sworn to before me the^day of/Mv&t, 2007

E.WMTERMUTC
^^rf̂ m ̂ hA t̂o

STATE OP TEXAS
».04/04/200»



APPENDIX 3

Certifications that Applicant Has Complied with the Notice Requirements
of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1152.50(d)(l) and 1105.11



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to 49 C F R § 1152 50(d)( 1), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice
of the proposed abandonment in Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X") was mailed via first
class mail on August 6,2007 to the following parties

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7lh Place E, Suite 350
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147

Military Traffic Management Control
Attn Railroads for National Defense
720 Thimble Shoals Boulevard, #130
Newport News, VA 23606-2574

U S Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Recreational Resources Assistance Division
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001

1.1 S Department of Agriculture
'Chief of the Forcsl Service
4lh Floor N W , Yatcs Building
201 14lh Street, SW
Washington, D C 20250

Robert J Rickert
Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard
St Paul. MN 55155-1899

Dated August 16,2007

nev L Strickland, Jr



CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE NEWSPAPER
PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 49 C.F.R. S 1105.12

The undersigned certifies thai a "Notice of Intent to Abandon Rail Service1' was

published in the form prescribed by the Board for out of service abandonment

exemptions The notice was published one time in the following newspaper of general

circulation in Stevens County, Minnesota* Morris Sun Tribune Publication of the notice

was accomplished on August 11,2007 An Affidavit of Publication and a copy of the

publication arc attached

Sidney Strickland and Associates. PLLC
3050 K Street, NW
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
Phone-(202) 338-1325
Fax (202) 295-3854



RUG-14-e007 03:32P FROM:MORRIS SUN TRIBUTE 13305894357 TO:12022953854 P.2

Legal Notices JDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
BID DOCKET NO AM

<8ub.No.4ITX)
NOnCB OF INTENT TO

AB*MOOM RML SERVICE

BNSF RAIUMW COMPANY (BNSF)
rfvw notoa that on or about Augyst 18.
•007 h Monde to Hie wWi the surface
tansporttflon Boon) (The Board). Wbih*
nflton.DC, 20493. e notice el «amp1lon
aider 49 CFR TIM Subpart F-Egampt
WtanJpoinonii peiiiiKttip tin abandon*
nort at tne 0 66 iriln ofmLroed Una be.
WMII uthpati BB 00 and HOoaost 88 65.
n (Morris. Slovene County, MkuioadB
rtw ran line tmnnaa through United
SUM total Swfce Zip Code 58257
rhe proceeding wOJ be docketed u STB
XCketNo AM pub No 457X)

The Boaitfi Section of EmftommnM
Ajialyala (SEA) wffl oananlly prepare an
Environmental AeBeatmen: (EAJ, which
Mriinonnaly be available 25 day* after tie
lUno of the ratal of exemption Com-
menu on environmental ana energy (net-
leri ehould be Wed np later than IS daye
•tor the EA becomu avaliabia to the
pubOc and will ba BtUnmed In a Board
d«dclon trAanNtadperaoniinay ooum a
copy of fce EA or make taquMea ragard-
mg anvhonmenlal maittn by wiring Wins
SaeUpn tf EnvUDrrnianul AnatyaH (SEA).
SurtaoD Iranaponanon Board. Weaning-
ton. DC 80429 or by eallng ttai qdlee •)
202-245495

Appropriate oNm of financial aerie-
bnee to conHnua ran aenloe can be fliad
witti (ha Board Requeitaforanvlroninan.
tai oandKom. puMc me oondHom, or mil
banUnaftaU un atao can ba filed with
the Boart An original and 10 oophM of
any ptoaomg that raiies mafteri ofhjr
' '* envhonnienial (aauea (auch ea

uae, pubic UH. and oftara of flnaneial aa-
mtance) nwti be Wed davcHy with tha
Boanfa Office of the Secretary. 393 E
Street. SW. Waahfngton. OC
2042M001 (See 49 CFR 1104 l(a) and
1104 3<a)]. and one copy mutt be aanwd
on eppfeanfi mpreHntattva fjSaa 49 CPR
110412(a)] QiiealibrareeaKlfnooflpraOf
flnancW aaalaiance. puWfc uaa. or tralto
uu may bo dUocM to tha Boaidb Office
of Conoreeatonal and PubHc Servian at
202-2454230 CopkH of any comment!
or roquaate for conAtlona ahould be
Borvad on lha applicanra rapnaanMM.
Sttny Strickttnd. Sidney SMckland and
AjiodatM, PUC, SOW K fitroat Suiie
101. Washington, DC. 20007-5106.
(208)3981826

"E OF MINNESOTA}
TOY OF STEVENS }*

Susan M Dieter, being duly sworn, on oath says that he/she is
isher or authorized agent and employee of the publisher of the
ier known as the Morris Sun Tribune, and has ftill knowledge
icts which are stated below: (A) The newspaper has complied
of the requirements constituting qualification as a qualified
er. as provided by Minnesota Statutes 331A.02.331 A.07. and
plicable laws, as amended

(B) The Printed SJD Pocket NO AB-6 fSub.No.457Xl Notice

of Intent to Abandon Rail Service which is attached was cut from the

columns of said newspaper, and was printed and published once a

week, for 1 successive weck(s), il was first published on Saturday, the

ll"* day of August 2007 and was thereafter printed and published on

every Saturday to and including Saturday, the 11th dav of August. 2007

and printed below is a copy of the lower case alphabet from A to Z,

both inclusive, which is hereby acknowledged as being the size and

kind of type used in the composition and publication of the notice.

2007.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this I""1 day of August

(Notarial Seal)

Evelyn Mane Baas
Notary Public. Stevens County, Minnesota
My Commission Expires 01-31-10

tll.fiOnneh

RATE INFORMATION

(1) Lowest clasufied rale paid by commercial _
users fiv comparable apace

(2) Maximum rate allowed by law for the
above mailer

(3) Rate actually charged for the above
mailer

(Line, wont, or inch rate)
SU.OVlnch

(Line. word, or inch rue)
S11.60/inch

(Une, word, or inch rate)

Morris Sun Tribune
Phone (320) 589-2525

PO Box 470 Morris, MN 56267



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(c) and 8(c)

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF"). by and through its authorized representative. Sidney 1.
Strickland, Jr, certifies that on July 27, 2007, BNS1 sent copies ot the foregoing Environmental and
Historic Reports by first class mail to the following agencies

William Lorcnzcn
Environmental Review/Justice Coordinator
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
375 Jackson Street. Suite 600
Saint Paul, MN 55101-1854

Steve Col v in
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road
St Paul, MN 55155-4040

Robert J Whiting
U S Army Engineer District, Si Paul
l901 i f thS t East
St Paul, MN 55101-1683

Patrick G Carroll
Big River Region
US Fish and Wildlife Service
1 Federal Drive
I1HW Federal Building
FortSnellmg, MN 55111-4056

Marcia Sieckman
U S Bureau of Land Management Eastern States
Milwaukee Field Office
626 E Wisconsin Ave
Suite 200
Milwaukee, Wl 53202-4617

Charleen Grossman
Planning and Zoning Administrator
Ortonvillc City Offices
315 Madison Avenue
Ortonvillc, MN 56278

Margaret Kuchcnreuther
Chair, Morris Planning Commission
City of Morris
PO Box 438
Moms, MN 56267

Robert Maydwcll
National Park Service
Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, \E68102-4226

Robert J Rickert
Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard
St Paul, MN 55155-1899

Kenneth Westlakc. Chief
U S Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5
Metcalf Building
Office of Strategic Environ mental Analysis
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Mailcodc B-19J
Chicago, IL 60604

-\B-f><Sub ,\o 4S7\)



Dennis A Gimmes tad
Government Programs & Compliance Officer
Minnesota Historical Society
345 W Kellogg Blvd
St Paul, MN 55102-1906

Jim fhoreen
Count) Coordinator
PO Box 530
400 Courthouse
Moms. MN 56267

Mayor Sheldon Giese
City of Morris
PO Ro\ 438
Morns MN 56267

Lawrence Zdon
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road N
St Paul, MN 55155-4194

Edward R Larson
City Manager
609 Oregon Avenue
PO Box438
Morrii, MN 56267

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey
1315 East-West High way
Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Administration Building
50 Shcrburne Avenue
St Paul, MN 55155

Ms Victoria Rutson
Chief, SEA
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S W
Washington DC 20423-0001

The required cover letters (pursuant to 49 C F R 1105 11) are attached hereto BNSF has
consulted with all appropriate agencies in preparing the reports

Sidney^ Strickland, Jr
^^^^^^

Sidney Strickland and Associates, P1

3050 K Street N W
Suite 101
Washington. D C 20007

STB Docket No *B-t>iSub No 4*7\)



APPENDIX 4

Environmental anil Historic Reports



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY »
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN STEVENS COUNTY, MN (SUB. NO. 457X)

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 I,ou Menk Drive
PO Box 96157
Fort Worth. TX 76161-0057

By SIDNEY L STRICKLAND, JR
LLIZABETHf WA1TE
SIDMiY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street, N W ,
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
(202)338-1325

for RNSF Railway Company

DATED July 27, 2007

STb Docket 4B-6(Sub ,\o 4S7\j



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN STEVENS COUNTY, MN (SUB. NO. 457X)

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS
(49 C.F.R. 1105.7 AND 49 C.F.R. 1105.8)

Pursuant lo 49 C I R § 1105 7 and § 1105 8, BNSF Railway Company (BNS1)

(referred to a* "Applicant") hereby files Environmental and Historic Reports These

Reports constitute Applicant's assessment of the environmental effects and historic effects

of abandonment of rail service on the involved rail line Persons who review these

Reports are entitled to provide comments to the Surface Transportation Board (S I'B),

Section of environmental Analysis (SliA), 395 E Street, S W , Washington, DC 20423

"I here is information in the Applicant's files to indicate that the rail line covered by these

Reports does not contain any federally granted rights-of-way.

See 49 C I; R § 1152 60(d) "I hesc Reports have been prepared in conjunction with the

prospective filing of a Notice of Exemption for abandonment of the involved rail line

STB regulations provide that the Notice oflAcmption cannot be filed until at least 20

days after these Reports arc submitted

STB Ducket AB-6 (Sub Mi 4S7\)



1
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(49 C.F.R. 1105.7)

1 he following information is submitted to ihe S'l I) by I3NS1- in accordance with

the Board'* reporting rcquncmenis as set forth in 49 C K R § 1105 7 for the purpose of

assisting the Board's preparation of an environmental document regarding BNSP's Notice

of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 0 65 miles of railroad line between Milcpost

86 00 and Milepost 86 65, in Moms, Stevens County. Minnesota (the "Line")

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives: Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and
other structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current
operations or maintenance practices Also describe any reasonable alternatives to
the proposed action Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly
delineating the project

BNSF seeks to abandon this Line The abandonment of the 19-mile rail

line from Slurbuck to Morns, MN (Milepost 67 0 to Milepost 86 0) was effected

on September 8, 1983 There were no customers on the remaining line between

Ml* 86 0 and MP 87 15 where u connects with BNSPs mainline in Morris. This

portion was used for car storage for a short lime by local operations As storage

needs lessened pieces of track \\ere removed on what was considered to be

discontinued right of way between Milepost 86 0 and Ml* 86 65 'I his trackage

has been gone for more than 20 years The line between the mainline and

Milepost 86 65 is still intact and continues to be used for storing track material

U is not BNSF's policy to remove track within the jurisdiction of the STB before

going through a formal abandonment proceeding and BNSF has recently

implemented internal and external procedures to ensure that future track removal

3 STR Dtickt* 4H-6 tSub No 4S7\)



does not occur prior to receiving proper authority However, this Line was

salvaged prior to those certain measures being in place A map of the Line is

attached as hxhibil A

(2) Transportation System: Describe the effect of the proposed action on
regional or local transportation systems and patterns Estimate the amount of
traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems
or modes as a result of the proposed action

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on existing transportation

systems or patterns as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over two

\ears and there is no overhead traffic to be rerouted

(3) Land Use:
(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies

and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans Describe
any inconsistencies

'I he proposed abandonment should not be inconsistent with local or

regional land use plans The City of Morris ("City") indicates, via telephone

conversation with Edward R Larson, City Manager, that the City has no interest

in alternative public uses for the railroad right-of-way at this lime Mr Larson

can be reached at 609 Oregon Avenue, P O Box 438, Moms. MN 56267, (320)

589-3141

Also, Stevens County ("County"') indicates the BNSP I me proposed for

abandonment lies wholl) within the City of Moms, and the County has no

jurisdiction on the issue, and docs not prepare or administer land use plans wiihm

the City Sec Exhibit B, letter dated April 24, 2007, from Jim Thoreen, Zoning

Administrator/County Coordinator, Stevens County, Minnesota

4 STR Du.itt 4R-6(Sub \i> 4*7\j



(ii) Based on consultation with the U S Soil Conservation Service, state
the effect of the proposed action on any prime agriculture land

'I he proposed abandonment should have no effect on prime agricultural

lands The Natural Resources Conservation Service ("NRCS1") indicates because

the project sponsors are not USDA program benefit recipients, the wetland

conservation provisions of the 1985 Food Security Act are not applicable NRCS

further indicates if any actions by a non-USDA participant third party which

impact agricultural wetlands owned or operated by USDA participants are

anticipated, BNS1 should contact the Stevens County Farm Service Agency to

consider an application lor a third party exemption Finally, NRCS slates

"[Because of the location and type of activity proposed, this project will not

impact agricultural lands, and a federal Farmland Policy Protection Act (FPPA)

site assessment/land evaluation will not be required " Sec Exhibit C, letter dated

April 2, 2007, from William K Lorenzen, Environmental Review/Justice

Coordinator, Natural Resources Conservation Service. U S Department of

Agriculture

(111) If any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal
zone, include the coastal zone information required by S 1105 9

N/A

(i \) If the pioposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the
right-of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U S.C § 10906 and
explain why

The proposed abandonment should be suitable for alternative public use

As indicated above, the City of Morris indicates, via telephone comersation with

Edward R Larson,City Manager, that the City has no interest in alternative public
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uses for the railroad right-of-way at this time Mr Larson can be reached at 609

Oregon Avenue, P O Box 438, Morris, MN 56267, (320) 589-3141

Also, as mentioned above, Stevens County indicates it has no jurisdiction

on the issue Sec Hxhibil B, letter dated April 24,2007, from Jim Thorcen,

Zoning Administrator/County Coordinator, Stevens County, Minnesota

(4) Energy:
(i) Describe the e Heel of the proposed action on transportation ofenergy

resources

There are no known recoverable energy resource* along the Line There

has been no local traffic on the Line for over two years and there is no overhead

traffic lo be rerouted

(n) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities

This abandonment will not adversely affect movement or recovery of

recyclable commodities as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over two

years jnd there is no overhead traffic lo be rerouted

(in) Slate whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why

This abandonment will not result in an increase or decrease in overall

energy efficiency as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over two years

and there is no overhead traffic to he rerouted

(iv) II"the proposed aetion will cause diversions from rail lo motor carnage
of more than

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy
consumption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the
figure given

£ STB Docket 4R-6 (Sub No 4S7\)



There will he no diversions of traffic as there has been no local traffic on

the Line for over two years and there is no overhead traffic to be rerouted

(5) Air:
(i) If the proposed action will result in either

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trams a day on any
segment of the line effected by the proposed, or

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100% (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% oflhe
average daily trafllc or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment,
quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions

The action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds

Moreover, the action will not involve an increase in truck traffic of more than

10% or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment as there has been no local

traffic on the Line for over two years and there is no overhead traffic to he

rerouted

(11) If the proposed action affects a Class I or nonattamment area under
the Clean Air Act, and will result in either

(A) An increase in rail tralfic of at least 50% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any
segment of rail line, or

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20% (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the
average daily traffic of 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then
slate whether any expected increased emissions are within the parameters
established b> State Implementation Plan However, for a rail
construction under 49 U S C g 10901 (or 49 U S C § 10505) or in a case
involving the rcinslitution of service over a previously abandoned line,
only the three tram a day threshold in this item shall apply

STU Dacka 4tt-fi (Sub \o 417\)



'I he action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds

\1oreo\ei, the proposed abandonment will not result in an increase of rail or truck

traffic as there has been no local traffic on the Line lor over two vears and there is

no overhead traffic to be rerouted

(in) If the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen
oxide and Frcon) is contemplated, identify the materials and quantity, the
frequency of service, safely practices (including any speed restrictions), the
applicant's safct> record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills, contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an
accidental ielea.sc of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment

The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of oxone

depleting materials

(6) Noise: If any of the thresholds identified in item (5 }(\) of this section are
surpassed, stale whether the proposed action will cause

(i) An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more.

N-'A

(11) An increase to a noise le\el of 65 decibels Ldn or greater If so,
idLMilify sensitive receptors (e g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the
noise increase for those receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

N/A

(71 Safety
(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety

(including vehicle dclaj time at railroad crossings)

I his abandonment should ha\e no adverse effect on health or public-

safety There arc no public crossings and no private crossings on the Line During

saUage operations, if any may be required, precautions will be taken to ensure

public safet\. and contractors \ \ i l l be required to satisfy all applicable health and

« STB Docket Ml-tlfrub .V,* 457\)



safety laws und regulations

(n) If hazardous materials arc expected to be transported, identify the
materials and quanui), the frequenc) of service, whether chemicals are being
transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds, safet\
practices (including any speed restrictions), the applicant's safety record (to the
extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills, the contingent)
plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of and accidental release of
hazardous materials

The abandonment will not result in the transportation of hazardous

materials

( l i i ) If there arc any known hazardous waste site or sites where there have
been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location
of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved

There is no known ha/ardous waste site or sites where there have been

known ha/ardous materials spills on the right-of-way

(8) Biological Resources:
(0 Based on consultation with the U S I«i*h and Wildlife Service, state

whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as* a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects

I he U S Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS") indicates it does not own any

lands or interests in land in the vicinity of the proposed abandonment FWS

further indicates it docs not have any concerns regarding real estate matters in the

abandonment See Exhibit U, letter dated April 6.2007, from Patrick G Carroll,

Senior Realty Officer. Division of Realty, Fish and Wildlife Service, U S

Department of the Interior

(n) Slate whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks
or forests will be affected, and describe any effects

The proposed abandonment should not affect any wildlife sanctuaries or

refuges, or National or State parks or forests The National Park Service ("NPS")

indicates it reviewed the project and found no conflicts with the Land and Water
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Conservation Fund or the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery programs NFS

had no additional comments See Exhibit E. letter dated May 3, 2007, from

Robert Maydwell, Grants Management Assistant. Partnerships-Grants. Midwest

Region. National Park Service. U S Department of the Interior

The Bureau of Land Management ("BLM") indicates there arc no Federal

lands administered by the BLM along the railroad line BLM further indicates

that some of the original railroad grants were limited fee rights-of-way and ma>

be subject to the Railroad Righl-of-Way Forfeiture and Abandonment Act and the

National Trails System Improvement Act Finally, BLM indicates it does not

have information on the location of wildlife refuges, state or national parks, or

slate or national forests Sec Exhibit F, letter dated April 4.2007, from Marcia

Sicckmen, Supervisor, Natural Resources Team. Milwaukee Field Office, Bureau

of Land Managemenl-Lastcrn Slates, L S Department of ihe Interior

(9) Water:

(0 Based on consultation with Stale water quality officials, stale whether
the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water
quality standards Describe any inconsistencies

The proposed exemption should be consistent with applicable Federal,

Stale or local water quality standards I he Minnesota Pollution Conliol Agency

(•'MPCA") indicates "[Biased on the submitted proposal thai ihis line has already

been removed and salvaged and that no additional construction work is

proposed [MPCA] docs not anticipate that there will be any actions that may be

inconsistent with state \\ater quality standards and that there will be no action

requiring issuance of any 4U2/NPDHS permits " See Fxhibil G, letter dated

July 3, 2007, from Lawrence S Zdon, Municipal Division, Slormwater Section,
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Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

(n) Rased on consultation wiih Ihe U.S Arm> Corps of Engineers, state
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U S C § 1344) are
requned for the proposed action and whether any designated \\ellands or I()U->ear
flood plains \\ill be affected Describe the ellects

The proposed abandonment should not require a Section 404 permit

L3NSI-' notified the I S Army Corps of Engineers ("CORPS") h> letter dated

March 26, 2007 Sec I 'xhibil I-I As of the dale of this report, the Corps has not

responded BNSF will provide the Board copies of any lesponse it receives

The proposed abandonment should not affect any 100-year flood plains

The Cit> of Morris indicates the abandonment will not affect anv IDO-year

floodplams Sec Exhibit I. letter dated April 9,2007, from Edxvard R Larson,

Cil> Managei, City of Morns. Minnesota

Also, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources C'MDNR")

indicates there is no FEMA mapped floodplam for area of the BNS1"

abandonment in Morris, Stevens Couni\, Minnesota See Fxhihu J. electronic

correspondence dated April 13,2007. from Steven Colvm, Department o! Natural

Resources-Ecological Scr\ ices

( i n ) Slate whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act
(33 USC ti 1342) are required for the proposed action (Applicants should
contact the U S. Environmental Protection Agency or the slate en\ ironmentnl
pioteclion or equivalent agency if they arc unsure whether such permits are
required)

A permit under Section 4U2 of the Clean Water Act ("CWA"') should not

he required for the proposed action BNSF notified the U S Environmental

Piolection Agency ^lil'A") by letter dated March 26, 2007 See Exhibit K As

of the dale of this report, the EPA has not responded BNS1-1 will pro\ ide the
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Board copies of any response it receives

Also, as mentioned above, the MPCA indicates the proposed action should

not require issuance of any 402/NPDHS permits See Exhibit G, letter dated

July 3.2007, from Lawrence S Zdon. Municipal Division, Slormwatcr Section,

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

(10) Proposed Mitigation: Describe any actions that arc proposed to mitigate
adverse environmental impacts, indicating wh\ the proposed mitigation is
appropriate

'I he project itself should mitigate the environmental effects of reinstating

active rail operations
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HISTORIC REPORT
M9C.F.R. 1105.8)

Applicants hereby submit the following information required b>
4 9 C F R J 11058(d)

1I) A U S G S topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and
sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures in I he vicinity oj
//it* proposed action) showing the location of the proposed action, and the
locations and approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 50
yean old or older and are part of the proposed action,

The required topographic map is attached to this Report as Lxhibii A.

(2) A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate \\idihv. to the
extent knownj. and the topography and whan and/or rural churacieriwc* of
the surrounding area,

Moms, Minnesota is the seal of Stevens County The U S 2000 census

shows a population of 5,068 for this community named after Charles I-

Morris, chief engineer of The Saint Paul and Pacific Railroad Company,

predecessor to the Si Paul. Minneapolis and Manitoba Company Morris is

located 165 miles norlh\\esl of Minneapolis/Si Paul and 100 miles southeast

of Fargo, North Dakota

'1 he landscape is largely agricultural beyond the city's 4 53-square-mile

limits The Line proposed for abandonmenl passes through a residential

neighborhood on ihe south, and light industrial properly on the north, wiih Ihc

University of Minnesota at Morris lying just beyond lo the east

(3) Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of
railroad itructurei on the property thai are SOyearv old or older and of the
immediately surrounding urea,

There are no railroad structures on the properly that are 50 years old or
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older

(4) The daie(s) of construction of the structure^). and the date(^) and event of
any major alteration*, to the extent such information is known.

N/A

(5) A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an
explanation of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the
proposed action.

Little Tails and Dakota Railroad Company ("l.F&D"), established in 1879

as a branch subsidiary of the Northern Pacific Railway Company c'NP"),

completed construction of the 88-mile line from LiUlc Falls lo Moms in the latter

half of 1 882 Partial funding was provided through state grants and county bonds,

ho\\e\er, no federal grants were involved I he right-of-way is generally 100 feel

wide

The LF&D line intersected the north-south main line of the St Paul,

Minneapolis and Manitoba Company ("St PM&M") in Morris and joined the

St PM&M line that extended westerly to Brown's Valley A joint use agreement

between the companies \\as made for the line between Morris and Brown's

Vallc\

The mortgage for the section of line proposed for abandonment \vas

released and title was transferred to NP on December 19, 1901 In 1970, NP

merged with Great Northern Railway Company, Pacific Coast Railroad Company,

and Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company to become Burlington

Northern Inc '1 he latter changed its name lo Burlington Northern Railroad

Company in 1 98 1 ("BNRR") BNRR merged with The Atchison, Topeka and

Santa I;e Railway Compam in 1996 lo become The Burlington Northern and
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Santa Fc Railway Company, which name was changed to BNSF Railway

Company in January, 2005

(6) A brief summary oj document in the carrier's possession such us engineering
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be
historic

Documents in DNSF's possession concerning this abandonment

may include alignment maps showing the right-of-way and/or station

maps Such documents are too large for practical reproduction in this

report, but can be furnished upon request, if they are available

(7) An opinion (based on readily available injormation in the railroad's
po\set\ionj as to whether the site und'or structures meet the criteria for listing on
the National Register of Historic Placet (36 CFR 60 4), and whether there is a
likelihood oj archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic
properties in the project area, and the bails for these opinions (including any
consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical wneties
or universities),

Ihe Minnesota Historical Socici} ("SI IPO") indicates the rail line as a

whole is eligible tor the National Register of Hislonc Places See Hxhibit L, letter

dated April 19, 2007, from Dennis A Gimmeslad, Government Programs &

Compliance Officer, Minnesota Historical Society

By subsequent correspondence, SHPO indicates it received updated

information from BNSF indicating the Line does not contain any buildings or

structures As such, SHPO continues '-[OJur [previous] letter indicated that this

lino meets national Register criteria Generally, abandonment without protective

measures constitutes an adverse affect. We have no recommended mitigation for

this abandonment " Sec F.xhibit M, letter dated June 14, 2007, from Bntta L
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Bloomberg, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer. Minnesota Historical

Society

(8) A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's
posses won) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill,
environmental conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the
archeological recovery oj resources (such as \\iampy conditions or the presence
oflo\ic \\a\ies). and the surrounding terrain

There arc no known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fi l l , or

any environmental conditions that might affect the urcheological recovery

of resources and the surrounding terrain

Respectfully submitted,

I. STRICKLAND,JR
liLIZABETHi: WAITi:
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AMD ASSOC1AIES
3050 K Street, NW, Suite 101

Washington, DC 20007
(202)338-1325
Attorneys for BNSF Railway Company

DATED Jul> 27, 2007
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STEVENS COUNTY
COURT HOUSE

STEVENS COUNTY • MORRIS, MINNESOTA 66267

EXHIBIT B

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Box 530
Morris, MN 56267
(320) 589-7417
FAX (320) 589 2036

Paul Watzke
HcrbEdooa
NealHofland....
Larry Sayrc
Don Munstcrman

1st District
. . 2nd District
... .3nl District

4th District
.5th District

Apnl24(2007

Mr. Sidney Strickland, Jr
3050 K Street N.W. Suite 101
Washington,DC. 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland:

VIA FACSIMILE (202-295-3854)

RE: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No 457X) BNSF Railway

In response,to your letter of March 26,20071 offer this perspective as the Stevens
County Zoning Administrator. The segment of BNSF line proposed for abandonment
lies wholly within the City of Morris, MN. The City is the zoning authority within its
municipal boundaries, thus, Stevens County has no jurisdiction regarding this issue as we
do not prepare or administer Land use plnns within the City

lincerely yours.

noreen
-omng Administrator/County Coordinator

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



United Slates Department 0ff Agricultara FXHIRIT C1

ANRCS
Natural Resources Conservation Service
375 Jackson Street. Suite 600 ElTlJRli
St Paul. MN 55101-1854 FAX (651) 602-

April 2,2007
IN REPLY
RF.FFR TO STB Docket No AB-6(Sub-No 457X)

BNSF Railway Company-Abandonment Exemption-Stevens County, MN

Sidney L. Strickland, Jr
3050KSt NW, Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Dear Mr Strickland

1'hc Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has reviewed the above referenced project The
project sponsors arc not USDA program benefit recipients, thus the wetland conservation provisions of the
1985 Food Security act, as amended arc not applicable It should be noted, however, that actions by a non-
USDA participant third party (project sponsor) which impact agricultural wetlands owned or operated by
USDA participants, may jeopardize the owner/operators USDA eligibility If such impacts arc anticipated,
the owner/operator should contact the Stevens County Farm Service Agency (FSA) Office to consider an
application for a third party exemption

Finally, because of the location and type of activity proposed, this project will not impact agricultural lands,
and a Federal Farmland Policy Protection Act (FPPA) site assessment/land evaluation will not be required

Sincerely

WILLIAM E LORE1
Environmental Review/Justice Coordinator

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



EXHIBIT D

United States Department of the Interior

IN REI-LT REFER TX)

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Buhop Henry Whipple Federal Building

1 Federal Drwe
Fort SneUing, MN 55111-4056

rWS/NWRS-RE - General
Railroad Abandonments

April 6, 2007

Mr Sidney L Strickland, Jr
Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K S t . N W , Suite 101
Washington, D C 20007-5108

Dear Mr Strickland

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed abandonment of 0 65 miles of
railroad line between Milcpost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65, near Moms, in Stevens County,
Minnesota, STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company

We have researched our ownerships in the vicinity and have determined we do not own any
lands or interests in land in the vicinity of the proposed rail line abandonment We do not have
any concerns regarding real estate matters in the abandonment

Sincerely,

Carroll
Senior Realty Officer
Division of Realtv



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive

Oiiuh.i Nebraska 68102-J:2f>

650 2(MWR-P/G) EXHIBIT E

Mr Sidney L. Strickland, Jr
Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 KSt N W., Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Dear Mr Strickland.

This is in response to your March 26, 2007. request that the National Park Service
respond to STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No 457X) BNSF Railway Company
Abandonment Exemption in Stevens County, Minnesota

We have reviewed this project in relation to any possible conflicts with the Land and
Water Conservation Fund and the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery programs and
find there are none Accordingly, we have no additional comments at this time

You may contact me at 402-661-1546 if you have questions or need more information

Sincerely,

nts Management Assistant
Partnerships- Grants

TAKE PRIDE'I



EXHIBIT F

United States Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management-Eastern States
Milwaukee Field Office

626 E. Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 200
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-4617

[\RI-PI > RH-hR IO

April 4, 2007

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St N W, Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

RE STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No. 457X) BVSF Railway Company-Abandonment
Exemption - in Stevens County, MN

Dear Mr Strickland

This is in response to your letter of March 26, 2007, to our office concerning the proposal by the
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company (BN'SF) to abandon 0 65 miles of railroad
line between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65, near Moms in Stevens County, Minnesota

A search of our records shows there are no Federal lands administered by the Bureau of Land
Management along the railroad line However, please be aware that some of the original railroad
grants were limited fee nghls-of-way and may be subject to the Railroad Right-of-Way Forfeiture
and Abandonment Act of March 8,1922,43 U S C § 912 (the 1922 Abandonment Act), and the
National Trails System Improvement Act of October 4, 1988, Public Law 100-470,16 U.S C §
1248(c)-(f)

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this proposal. Our office does not have
information on the location of wildlife refuges, state or national parks, slate or national forests in
the immediate vicinity You must contact the Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service,
National Forest Service and State offices to obtain this information If you require additional
information, please contact me at (414) 297-4402.

Sincerely,

Marcia Sieckman
Supen, isor. Natural Resources Team



Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
5201 afdyelte Road North | St Paul, MN 55155-4194 | 651-296-6300 | 800-675-3843 | 651-282 5332 TTY | www pea stale mn us

Julv \ 2007
EXHIBIT G

Sidney Strickland
Sidney Strickland & Associates, PLLC
3050K Street NW, Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

RE Request for Water Quality Standards
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad
STB Docket No AB-6(Sub No 457X)
Abandonment from Mile Post 86 00 - 86 65
Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Mr Strickland

Thank >ou for your notification that Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad is planning to
abandon the abo\o referenced segment oi'roil line Your letter requested information whether
this proposed abandonment is consistent with applicable federal, state or local water quality
standards and whether or not Section 402 and/or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDfS) peimits arc required as a result o1 the proposed abandonment Your letter
indicated that the rail line Hacks were removed on what was considered to be discontinued right
of way and that the tiackage has been gone for more than 20 \ears The notice did not indicate
that iinv further consiruciion/dcmohtion/removal would take place as part of the formal
abandonment proceedings

Based on the submitted proposal that this line has already been removed and salvaged and that
no additional construction work is proposed on this line as part of these formal abandonment
proceedings, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) does not anticipate that there will
be any actions that may be inconsistent with state \\aler quality standards and that there will be
no action requiring the issuance of any 402/NPDES permits

If this proposal changes or is modified to include new construction/demolition or removal of any
other rail road features or landscape modification, we recommend you contact the MPCA for a
re-determination of these requirements

If you have any questions regarding our commcnis, please contact me at (651) 297-8219 or by
e-mail at lawrcncc 7don#J-pca state mn us

ncerelv,

2.JU
| M I

.aurencc S Zdon /
Municipal Division
Stormwatc" Section

L7 ah

St Paul | Brainerd | Detroit Lakes | Duluth | Mankato | Marshall | Rochester | Willmar | Printed on 100% post consumer recycled paper



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854 EXHIBIT H

MONEY L STRICKLAND, JR
Sidney Strickland@slnckluidpllc com

March 26,2007

RobcrtJ Whiting
U S Army Engineer District, St. Paul
190 Fifth St East
St Haul, MN 55101-1683

Re; STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No 457X) BNSF Railway Company—-Abandonment
Exemption - in Stevens County MN

Dear Mr Whiting

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF') plans lo file with the United States Surface Transportation Board
("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority in the above-referenced docket to abandon 0 65 miles of
railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65. near Morris, in Stevens County, Minnesota ("the
Line")

The abandonment of the 19-mile rail line from Starbuck to Moms, MN (MP 67 to MP 86) was effected on
September 8,1983 There were no customers on the remaining line between MP 86 and MP 87 15 where it
connects with BNSF's mainline in Moms This portion was used for car storage for a short time by local
operations As storage needs lessened, pieces of track were removed on what was considered to be
discontinued right of way between MP 86 and MP 86 65 This trackage has been gone for more than 20
years The line between the mainline and MP 86 65 is still intact and continues to be used for storing track
material It is not BNSF's policy to remove track within the jurisdiction of the STB before going through a
formal abandonment proceeding and BNSF has recently implemented internal and external procedures to
ensure that future track removal docs not occur prior to receiving proper authority. However, this Line was
salvaged prior to those certain measures being in place

As part of the environmental report BNSF is preparing as part of its Notice of Exemption with the STB,
BNSF must inquire with you as to whether or not Section 404 permits are required as a result of the
proposed abandonment BNSF also needs to know if the proposed abandonment will affect any 100-year
floodplams or any designated wetlands If so, please furnish 81/2 by 11 black and white maps in the area of
each designated floodplam if they are available

For your reference, I have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. Please provide this
information to me by April 25, 2007 If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 338-
1325

Thank you in advance for your cooperation

Sincere

Enclosures
SLS/cac

STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 4S7X)



EXHIBIT I

CITY OF
609 Oregon Avenue • P O Box 438 • Morris. MN 56267 • 320-569-3141 • Fax 320-589-3111 - email crtyha1l@ci morns mn us

April 9, 2007

Sidney Strickland, Jr
Sidney Strickland and Associates
3050 K Street NW, Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

RE STB Docket No AB-6 Sub No 457X
BNSF Railway Company - Abandonment Exemption in Stevens County, MN

Dear Mr Strickland

Please be advised that the abandonment of railroad line between milepost 86 00 and
milepost 86 65 near Morris in Stevens County, Minnesota will not affect any 100-year
floodplams

If you are in need of any further information on this matter, please feel free to contact
me

Sincerely,

Edward R Larson
City Manager

sla



C. A. Curry EXHIBIT J

From: Steve Colvm [Steve Colvin@dnr state mn us]
Sent: Friday, April 13,200710 25 AM - - -
To1 Sidney stnckland@stncklandpllc com
Subject: Stevens County, MN abandonment

Stevens County
Strickland pdf

Attached please find the FIRM ar.d FZoccway maps in the area of the BNSF
abandonment in Morris, Stevens County, Minnesota (STB Docket No. A13-6 (Sue \Tc. 4b"/X) }
7has shows cr.at the wr.cle area by Morris is on a FEfr'A flocdplain panel tr.at is -ot
printed. When tve panels are not. prirtcd, it ireans *;r.aL there is no iLMA mapped
flcodclajn or. tha" vvhcle panel.

Steve:. Colvir.
DNR - Ecological Services
500 Lafayette Rd
St Paul, MN 55155-4025
(651) 253-5082



Federal Emergency Management Agency

MINNESOTA

Community Status Book Report

Communities Participating in the National Flood Program

Report Level State

CD

270170*
2705860
270378C
270509B
270638*
270256*
270641
270053A
270467*
270616*
270773
270588
273462*
270690*
270171*
270280*
270450*
270493B
270110
270109
270367A
270270*
270741*
270111
270289*
270624*
270172*
270259*
270529*
270174*
270173*
270175*
275243A
270541*
275244*
270045B
270216*
270465
270617*
270399*
270300*

270176*
270379*
270424*
270307*
270473*
270645*
270770
270380*
270177*

Comnunity Name

MAPLE PLAIN, CITY OF
MAPLEVIEW. CITY OF
MAPLEWOOD. CITY OF
MARINE-ON ST CRO1X, CITY OF
MARSHALL COUNTY-
MARSHALL, crrv OF
MARTIN COUNTY •
MAYER, CITY OF
MAZEPPA.CITYOF
MC LEOD COUNTY •
MCGREGOR. CITY OF
MCINTOSH. CITV OF
MEDFORD.CITYOF
MEDICINE LAKE. CITY OF
MEDINA, CITY OF
MEEKER COUNTY •
MELROSE. CITYOF
UENAHGA, CITYOF
MENDOTA HEIGHTS. CITY OF
MENDOTA.CITYOF
MENTOR. CITY OF
MIDDLE RIVER. CITY OF
MIDWAY. TOWNSHIP OF
MIESVILLE. CITY OF
MILACA, CITY OF
MILLE LACS COUNTY*
MINNEAPOLIS. CITY OF
MINNEOTA. CITY OF
MINNESOTA CITY, CITY OF
MINNETONKA BEACH, CITY OF
MINNETONKA. CITY OF
MINNETRISTA, CITYOF
MONTEVIDEO CITYOF
MONTICELLO, CrTY OF
MOORHEAD, CITY OF
MOOSE LAKE, CITY OF
MORA. CITY OF
MORRIS. CITY OF
MORRISON COUNTY •
MORTON, CITY OF
MOTLEY. CITY OF

MOUND. CITY OF
MOUNDS VIEW, CITY OF
MOUNTAIN IRON. CITY OF
MOWER COUNTY '
MURDOCK.CITYOF
MURRAY COUNTv •
NEW AUBURN. CITY OF
NEW BRIGHTON. CITY OF
NEW HOPE. CITY OF

County

HENNEPIN COUNTY
MOWER COUNTY
RAMSEY COUNTY
WASHINGTON COUNTY
MARSHALL COUNTY
LYON COUNTY
MARTIN COUNTY
CARVER COUNTY
WABASHA COUNTY
MCLEOD COUNTY
AlTKJrJ COUNTv
POLK COUNTv
STEELE COUNTY
HENNEPIN COUNTY
HENNEPIN COUNTY
MEEKER COUNTY
STEARNS COUNTY
WADENA COUNTY
DAKOTA COUNTY
DAKOTA COUNTY
POLK COUNTY
MARSHALL COUNTY
ST LOUIS COUNTY
DAKOTA COUNTV
MILLE LACS COUNTY
MILLE LACS COUNTY
HENNEPIN COUNTY
LYON COUNTY
WINONA COUNTY
HENNEPIN COUNTY
HENNEPIN COUNTY
HENNEPIN COUNTY
CHIPPEWA COUNTY
WRIGHT COUNTY
CLAY COUNTY
CARLTON COUNTV
KANABEC COUNTY
STEVENS COUNTY
MORRISON COUNTY
RENVILLE COUNTv
CASS COUNTY/MORRISON
COUNTY
HENNEPIN COUNTY
RAMSEY COUNTY
ST LOUIS COUNTY
MOWER COUNTY
SWIFT COUNTY
MURRAV COUNTY
SIBLEY COUNTY
RAMSEY COUNTY
HENNEPIN COUNTY

Initial FHBM
Identified

05/03/74
04/18/75
05/17/74
03/15/74
03/27/81
11/02/73
05/20/77
It/23/73
07/19/74
06/03/77

11/29/74
04/12/74
12/17/76
06/28/74
07/29/77
04/12/74
04/12/74
11/23/73
02/08/74
12/20/74
O?/' 9/74
12/20/74
07/19/74
05/10/74

02/02/79
03/22/74
05/03/74
08/02/74
06/07/74
08/23/74
01/13/78

05/24/74
02/19/72
05/17/74
04/12/74
05/10/74
04/21/78
01/09/74
08/02/74

06/07/74
05/03/74

11/26/76
03/21/75
08/23/74

11/05/76

05/31/74
09/06/74

Initfll FIRM
Identified

09/02/04
05/15/84
08/05/86
09/27/85
07/18/83
09/30/77
09/01/88
04/16/76
12/1541
02/04/81

09/02/81
04/15/82
09/03/80
09/01/88
05/19/81

02/01/84
02/19/92

C5/OS/81
0927/85
01/18/81
04/06/00
07/19/82
09/02/04
05/1941
09/27/85
05/26/72
1 1/01/79
02/18/72
09/16/85
09/01/77

06/01/81
12/18/86
06/19/89

09/29/70
03/02/83

07/16/79
02/16/06
05/03/90

09/01,78
01/0241

Currant
Effective Map

09/02/04
05/15/84
08/05/86(M)
09/27/85(M)
10/16/87
12/21/79
09/01/88(L)
05/29/02
06/20/00
08/18/92

11/29/74
09/02/81
09/02/04
09/02/04
09/01/88<L)
05/1941
01/30/76
(NSFHA)
(NSFHA)
07/02776
02701/84
02/19/92(M)
{NSFHA}
054541
09/27/85(M)
09/02/04
04/0640
07/19/82
0942/04
094244
094244
08/29/75
1141/79
054447
09/18/85(M)
0941/77

06/1541
12/1846
06/19/B9(M)

094244
034243
02/23/79
07/16/79
(NSFHA)
05/03/90

0941/78
0942/04

Regular or
Emergency
Date

06/2244
05/1544
084546
09/27/85
07/1843
09/30/77
09/01/88
05/29/02
02/1240
024441
08/12/97(E)
08/23/0 t(E)
094241
04/1542
094340
094148
OS/1941
03/28/97(E)
06/22/84
04/15/85
01/31/03(E)
0241/84
03/21/97
12/21/78
054541
092745
02/18/81
044640
07/1942
06/22/84
05/19/81
09/2745
05/26/72
1141/79
02/18/72
09/18/85
0941/77
05/l5/97iE)
06/15/81
12/18/86
06/19/89

092978
0342783
04/2442(E)
07/16/79
06/22/84
05/03/90
03/26/97(E)
0941/78
0142/81
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L STRICKLAND. JR
Sidney SlncfclamJ@slricklandpllc com

March 26,2007

Kenneth Westlake, Chief
U S Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5
Metculf Building
Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Mailcode B-I9J
Chicago, IL 60604

Re. STB Docket No. A B-6 (Sub. A'o. 457X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - In Stevens County, MN

Dear Mr Westlake

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans to file with the United States Surface Transportation Board
("STB"; a Notice of Exemption seeking authority in the above-referenced docket to abandon 0 65 miles of
railroad line between Mileposl 86 00 and Milepost 86 65, near Moms, in Stevens County, Minnesota ("the
Line")

The abandonment of the 19-mile rail line from Starbuck to Moms, MN (MP 67 to MP 86) was effected on
September 8,1983 There were no customers on the remaining line between MP 86 and MP 87 15 where it
connects with BNSF's mainline in Moms This portion was used for car storage for a short time by local
operations As storage needs lessened, pieces of track were removed on what was considered to be
discontinued right of way between MP 86 and MP 86 65 This trackage has been gone for more than 20
years The line between the mainline and MP 86 65 is still intact and continues to be used for storing track
material It is not BNSF's policy to remove track within the jurisdiction of the STB before going through a
formal abandonment proceeding and BNSF has recently implemented internal and external procedures to
ensure that future track removal does not occur prior to receiving proper authority However, this Line was
salvaged prior to those certain measures being in place

As pan of the environmental report BNSF is preparing as part of its Notice of Exemption with the STB,
BNSF must inquire with you as lo whether or not this action will be consistent with Federal, Stale or local
water quality standards Also, please state whether or not Section 402 and/or National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System ("NPDES") permits are required as a result of the proposed abandonment For your
reference, 1 have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line Please provide this information to
me by Apnl 25,2007 If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 338-1325

Itiank you in advance for your cooperation

Enclosures
SLS/cac

STB Docket No A&4(Sub. No 4S7X)



EXHIBIT L

MINNESOTA HISTORIC \L SOCIETY

State Historic Preservation Office

April 19. 2007

Mr Sidney Strickland. Jr
Sidney Strickland and Associates
3050 K Street NW, Suite 101
Washington, D C 20007-5108

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company
Abandonment of 65 miles of rail line between milepost 86 00 and milepost
86 65 near Morns
Morns, Stevens County
SHPO Number 2007-1574

Dear Mr Strickland

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the above project It has been
reviewed pursuant to the responsibilities given the State Historic Preservation Officer by
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and the Procedures of the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation (36CFR800)

In our opinion, the rail line as a whole, historically known as the Little Falls and Dakota
Line, is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places You have noted that there is
one bridge located along this proposed abandonment and have indicated that more
documentation (the Environmental and Historical Report) is forthcoming We would
expect that the issue of the line's eligibility be addressed as part of this documentation

We look forward to reviewing the Environmental and historical Report and to consulting
further with you about the effects of this undertaking

Contact us at 651-259-3456 with questions or concerns

Sincerely,

Dennis A Gimmestad
Government Programs & Compliance Officer

lti.ii!i-i.iri| WeM/-ii]iit Ian!.



EXHIBIT M

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

State Historic Preservation Office

June 14, 2007

Mr Sidney Strickland. Jr
Sidney Strickland & Associates
3050 K Street NW. Suite 101
Washington, D C 20007-5108

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company
Abandonment of 65 miles of rail line between milepost 86 00 and milepost
86 65 near Morns, Stevens County
SHPO Number 2007-1574

Dear Mr Strickland

We last wrote you regarding the above referenced proposal on 19 April 2007

Your earlier submittal indicated that the segment of line proposed for abandonment
included one bridge You have now written us with an indication that this information
was incorrect, and that the segment includes no bridges

Our letter indicated that this line meets National Register criteria Generally,
abandonment without protective measures constitutes an adverse effect We have no
recommended mitigation for this abandonment

Contact us at 651-259-3456 with questions or concerns

Sincerely,

Britta L Bloomberg
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(c) and 8(c)

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF"), by and through Us aulhon/ed representative, Sidney L
Strickland, Jr, certifies that on July 27,2007, BNSF sent copies of the foregoing Environmental and
Historic Reports In first class mail to the following agencies

William Lorenzen
Environmental Review/Justice Coordinator
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600
Saint Paul. MN 55101-1854

Steve Colv in
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lalayetie Road
Si Paul, MN 55155-4040

RobertJ Whiting
L S Army Engineer District, St Paul
l90hf thSt East
St Paul. MN 55101-1683

Patrick G Carroll
Big River Region
US Fish and Wildlife Service
1 Federal Drive
BMW Federal Building
Fort Sncllmg, MN 55111-4056

Ma re i a Sieckman
U S Bureau of Land Management Eastern Stales
Milwaukee Field Office
626 E Wisconsin A\e
Suite 200
Milwaukee. W! 53202-4617

Charleen Grossman
Planning and Zoning Administrator
Ortonville City Offices
315 Madison Avenue
Ortonville. M\ 56278

Margaret Kuchcnrcuthcr
Chair, Morns Planning Commission
City of Morns
PO Box 43 8
Morris MN 56267

Robert Ma> dwell
National Park Service
Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NL 68102-4226

Robert J Rickcrt
Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of'I ransportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard
Si Paul, MN 55155-1899

Kenneth Wcstlakc, Chief
U S Environmental Protection Agenc>. Region 5
Metcalf Building
Office of Strategic Environmciilal Analysis
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Mailcodc B-19J
Chicago, IL 60604

STR Docket No AB-6(Sub A'o -/57\J



Dennis A Gun me si ad
Government Programs & Compliance Officer
Minnesota Historical Society
345 W Kellogg Blvd
St Paul. MN 55102-1906

Jim Thoreen
County Coordinator
P 0 Box 530
400 Courthouse
Moms, MN 56267

Mayor Sheldon Giesc
City of Morris
PO" Box 438
Moms MN 56267

Lawrence Zdon
Minnesota Pollution Control Agencj
520 Lafa\title Road N
St Paul. MN 55155-4194

Edward K Larson
City Manager
609 Oregon Avenue
PO Box 438
Moms, MN 56267

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Springs, Ml) 20910-3282

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Administration Building
50 Shcrbume Avenue
St Paul, MN 55155

Ms Victoria Kutson
Chief. SLA
Surface 'I ransportalion Board
395 E Street, S W
Washington DC 20423-0001

I he required cover letters (pursuant to 49 C F R 1105 11) are attached hereto BNSI has
consulted with all appropriate agencies in preparing the reports

Strickland, Jr
Sidrfey Strickland and Associates, Pl.LC-
3050 K Street N \V
Suite 101
Washington, D C 20007



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

STRK K_AIJD JR

Jul>27,2007

Ms Victoria Rut son
Chief, SEA
Surface lYansportation Board
395 F Street, S W
Washington IDC 20423-OOOI

Re STB Docket No AB-6(Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Slcxens County, Minnesota

Dear Ms Rutson

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Railway Company C'BNSF1") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of exemption seeking authority to abandon 0 65
miles of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milcpost 86 65 in Moms. Stevens County,
Minnesota (the "Line") Attached arc Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area

Sincerely,
i
t

Strickland, Jr
Enclosure
SLS/cac

M H Docket ,\o AK-6(Sub iV; 457.\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLUG
3050 K ST. N.W, SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE 202-338-1325

FAX. 202-295-3854

1 S r - w h AND.Ja
tkv Mrkklj it'.d.ilrn.kl.indplk Ltun

July 27, 2007

William I.orenzcn
Lin iron menial Review/Justice Coordinator
LSDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
375 Inckson Street, Suite 600
S.iinl Paul, MN 55101-1854

Re SIB Docket No AB-6(Sub No 457X) BNSI Railway Company—Abandonment
Fxempiion - in Stevens County. Minnesota

Dear Mr L orenzcn

On or about August 16.2007. BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of F,xemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milcpost 86 65 in Morris, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the "Line") Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and an> expected environmental and historic elTeets, as well us a map ol'lhe
a fleeted area

We arc providing these reports so that you may review the information that w i l l form the
basis for the S'l U's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have an> questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section or'F.nviromncntal Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 1- Street, S \V ,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines tor processing this action, your \\ntlcn comments to SLA (with a cop\ to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments wi l l be considered by the STB in evaluating the envnonmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there arc an> questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or b> mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank >ou in advance for \our cooperation

Smcvrelv,"

Enclosure
SLS/cac

No



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

S'l)\bYL SlRlfKLAND.jR
Sidiic> SlncklaiulTtj,lrn.kliindplk.^om

July 27, 2007

Steve Colvin
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road
St Paul, MN 55155-4040

Re SIB Docket No AB-6(Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
exemption - in Stevens Count}', Minnesota

Dear Mr Cok in

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSI: Railway Company ("BNSI;") plans on filing wiih
the Surface Transportation Board ("S'l B") a Notice oflZxemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milcpost 86 65 in Morns. Stevens
County, Minnesota (the "Line'1) Attached are En\ ironmcntal and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if >ou believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the S Hi's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Fnvironmental Analysis (SbA). Surface Transportation Board, 395 L" Street, S \V,
Washington, IX 20423-0001, Iclephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the abo\e Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action. >our written comments to SI-.A (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will he considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

I hank you in advance for your cooperation

Smcdrclv.

Sidney! Strickland, Jr
Ciurtosuj
SLS/cac

STB Docket \a AB-6 (Sub AV; 457\j



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE. 202-338-1325

FAX- 202-295-3854

Si WLYl STRiCKI AND, JR
Sidney _^trickl.iniliiAtrkklnnjp)l^_uiin

July 27, 2007

Robert J Whiting
U S Arm> Engineer District, St Paul
190FiHhSt East
St Paul, MN55101-1683

Re STB Docket No AB-6(Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Stevens Count)', Minnesota

Dear Mr Whiting

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF*') plans on filing with
the Surface 1 ran sport at ion Board ("STB") a Notice of exemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milcpost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 m Morns, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the "Line11) Attached are Fnvironmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and an> expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area

We are providing these reports so that you mj> review the information that will form the
basis for the S'l B's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the S'l B's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, .195 E Street, S W ,
Washington, DC 20423-0001. Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a cop> to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there arc any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperation

Smcurely,

Sulnev/L Strickland, Jr
Enclosure
SLS/cac

STB Docket No 4B-6(Sub .\o 4S7\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SlDM-t L SlRjrU.AMJ.jR
Sidnei SlriLkland ifslru.kliinJpIlL com

July 27, 2007

Patrick G Carroll
Big River Region
U S Fish and Wildlife Service
I Federal Drive
BHW Federal Building
Port SnclhnfrMN 55II1-4056

Re SI II Docket No AB-6(Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Stevens Count}, Minnesota

Dear Mr Carroll

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSP") plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board ("SI 13") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milcpost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 in Morn;,. Stevens
County. Minnesota (the "Lino") Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic eflecls, as well as a map of the
affected area

We arc providing these reports so that you may review the information thai will torm the
basis for the SIB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the S I'B's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (Sl;A), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
A13-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered b> the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates. PU.C, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

I hank you in advance for your cooperation

Sidnes/Strickland, Jr

SLS/cac

STB Docket No AB-6(Suh No 457X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLUG
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE 202-338-1325

FAX- 202-295-3854

L SiRltM.AMI.JK
Sinckljnd'tj>iriittlj.idplL iom

July 27, 2007

Marcia Sieckman
U S Bureau of Land Management Eastern States
Milwaukee field Office
626 II Wisconsin Ave
Suite 200
Milwaukee, WI 53202-46! 7

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Ms Sieckman

On or about August 16,2007, BNSF Railway Company C'BNSF") plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Mileposl 86 65 in Morns, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the "Line") Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
altected area

We arc providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Env ironmcntal Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board. 395 E Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, >our written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W. Suite 101. Washington. DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperation

Sincerely,

Sidngyt Strickland, Jr
Enclosure
SLS/cac

STB Dacket ,\a Mt-tfiub Vp 4W\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE. 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

Snsn I STtidu AND. JR
Snli'.cs Mrk'fchnJ j sinikl.indpl.c u>m

JuK 27. 2007

Churlccn Grossman
Planning and Zoning Administrator
Ortonvillc City Offices
^15 Madison Avenue
Ortonvillc. MN 56278

Re STB Docket No AB-6(Suh No 457X) BNSK Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Ms Grossman

On or about August 16,2007, BNSF Railway Company ("DNSF") plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of F.xemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milcpost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 in Morns. Stc\ens
County. Minnesota (the "Line") Attached arc Environmental and Historic Reports describing lite
proposed action and an> expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area

We arc providing these reports so that >ou may review the information that wi l l form the
basis for the S1 B's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If an\ ol
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you ha\e any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental AnaKsis (SF.A), Surface Transportation Board, 395 F Street, S W .
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295. and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, \our written comments to SF.A (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the en\ ironmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there arc any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or b\ mail at Sidne>
Strickland and Associates, PLLC. 3050 K Street, N W , Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank \ou in advance for your cooperation

Sidney!.. Strickland, Jr
Tosure

SLS/cac

STB Docket No 4B-6fiuli ,\n



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NW., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L STKIO.I AM). JR
Sidney Stuckland abtrn-kLmdplli. y»m

July 27, 2007

Margaret Kuchenreulhcr
Chair, Moms Planning Commission
City of Moms
PO" Box 438
Moms M\ 56267

Re STB Docket No AB-6(Sub No 457X) BNSI Railway Compan>—Abandonment
Exemption - in Stevens County. Minnesota

Dear Ms Kuchcnrcuther

On or about August 16.2007, BNSF Railway Company C'BNSF") plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board ("SIB") a Notice of exemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milcposl 86 65 in Morns. Stevens
County, Minnesota (the "Line*1) Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the SI I3's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the S I'B's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 F, Street, S W ,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SKA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments w i l l be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there arc any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or b> mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington. DC 20007

Thank vou m advance for \our cooperation

Sincciclv,

Sidney I/ Strickland, Jr
EncJtfsure

SLS/cac

STB Docket No 4fl-6ftuA A'n 4*7\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SlJSM I
Sidney Si;ickl.inJ(iMru.kl.in>lplk mm

July 27,2007

Robert J Riekert
Kail Dank and Abandonment Coordindlor
Minnesota Department ofTransportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard
St Paul. MN 55155-1899

Re SIB Docket No AB-6(Sub No -157X)BNSI Railway Compan> --Abandonment
l-Acmption - in Steven* County, Minnesota

Dear Mr Rickert

On or about August 16, 2007, B\SF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with
the Surface J reimportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authont) to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milcpost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 in Morris, Slcxcns
Count}, Minnesota (the "Line") Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing lilt-
proposed action and an> expected environmental and hislonc effects, as well as a nupofthc
a flee led area

We are providing these reports so that >ou may review the information that will form the
basis for the b 1 B's independent environmental and historic analyses ol this proceeding If anj of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
il you have any questions about the STB's em ironmental review process, please contact the
Section of En\ ironmental Analysis (ShA), Surface Transportation Board. 395 h Street, S W .
Washington, DC 20423-OOU1. telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines tor processing this action, >our written comments to SI-A {with a cop> to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and'or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there are anv questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned b> telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail Ji Sidnev
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

'I hank >ou in advance for >our cooperation

SmtereK,

ilnckland, Jr
Lnelojsafe
SI S/cac

STR Docket No 4B-6(Suh .\a



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NW., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE- 202-338-1325

FAX 202-295-3854

L s K.C-.I vo.Jn
Vrkkljihl ii -.mckMiiipIlL vcm

July 27, 2007
Robert Mayd \\ell
National Park Service
Midwest Region
60! Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NL 68102-4226

Re SIB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457.X) BNSI1 Railwa\ Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Mr Ma>dwcll

On or about August 16.2007. BNSr Railwa> Company ("BNSr") plans on lllmg with
the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milcpost 86 00 and Milcpost 86 65 in Morris, Stc\ens
County, Minnesota (the "Line") Attached arc Environmental and Historic Reports- describing the
proposed action and un> expected em iron mental and historic effects, as well as a map ol the
a flee led area

We arc providing these reports so that \ou may review the information that wi l l form the
basis for the S FB's independent environmental and historic anaKses ot this proceeding If an\ of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if >ou believe thai pertinent information is missing, 01
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 F. Street. S W,
Washington. DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 2-45-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments w i l l he considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and'or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there are an> questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or b> mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates. PI I.C, 3050 k Street. N W , Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank >ou in advance for your cooperation

Sincerelv.

Sidney IL Strickland, Jr
Lncje<ure
StS/cac

STH Docket A« 4B-6 {Sub An



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W, SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE. 202-338-1325

PAX: 202-295-3854

L STRII KLV,D JR
SiJncj Slrkkldnilji.slrkkliinJplli. Luri

Jul> 27, 2007

Kenneth Wesllake, Chief
I S Fnvironmenial Protection Agency. Region 5
Mctcnlt Building
Office of Strategic Emironmenlal Anal>sis-
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Mailcode R-I9J
Chicago, II. 60604

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Railwa\ Company—Ahandonmcnt
Exemption - in Stevens Count), Minnesota

Dear Mr Westlake

On or about August 16,2007. BNSf Railway Compan> ("UNSf") plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of lAemplion seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles ot railroad line between Milcpost 86.00 and Milepost 86 65 in Morns, Sle\ens
Count}1, Minnesota (the "Line**) Attached are Ln\ ironmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic e fleets, as well as a map of the
affected area

We are providing these reports so that \ou may revie\\ the information that w i l l form the
basis for the STB's independent eiu ironmental and historic analyses ol this proceeding If an> of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if xou believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you ha\c an\ questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Lnvironmental Anahsis (SLA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street. S W .
Washington. DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the abo\ c Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SLA (with a cop> to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three \\eeks

Your comments w i l l be considered b> the STB in e\jluaimg the cn\ironmenl.il and/or
historic preservation impacts oflhc contemplated action It there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned b> telephone at (202) 338-1325 or h\ mail at Sidne\
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W. Suite 101. Washington, DC 20007

Thank you in ud\ance for >our cooperation

Smecr

SidneyLxStrickland, Jr
Enclosure
SI S/cac

STIi Docket ho AB-AtSub ,\a JS7\i



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KSr NW., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE' 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

S'UNLYL SlKICkl Af.DjR

SiJnev Strn.klaml ffsirkkliindplk mm

July 27, 2007

Dennis A Oimmestad
Government Programs & Compliance 0nicer
Minnesota Historical Socicn
345 W Kellogg Blvd
St Paul, MN 55102-1906

Re STB Docket No AB-6(Sub No 457X) BNS1 Railway Compam— Abandonment
Exemption - in Stevens County. Minnesota

Dear Mr Gunmeslad

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNS1") plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking aulhont} to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 in Morris. Stevens
County, Minnesota (the "Line") Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic elTccts, as well as a map of the
a I Tec ted area

We are providing these reports so that you ma> review the information that VM!! form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic annkses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board. 395 E Street. S W ,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SF.A (with a copy to (he
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments u ill be considered by the S TB in evaluating the en\ ironmenlal and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there arc any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or b> mail at Sidne>
Strickland and Associates, PI LC, 3050 K Street. N W , Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

I hank you in advance for your cooperation

Sinccrelv,

Sidney^ Strickland, Jr
Enclosure
SLS/cac

,\o 4S



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W, SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE. 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

Sl INL^ L SniU.KiANn.jR
Sidnc\ Sirn.kLind.thinJtLindp[H. mm

July 27,2007

Jim Thorecn
County Coordinator
I'O 13ox530
400 Courthouse
Moms, MN 56267

Kc SIB Docket No AB-6(Sub No -157X) BNSP Railway Compan>— Abandonment
Exemption - in Stevens County. Minnesota

Dear Mr Thoreen

On or about August 16,2007, BNSI' Railway Company ("UNS17") pluns on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milcpost 86 65 m Morns, Stevens
Count), Minnesota (the "Line") Attached are environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if >ou have an) questions about the STB's environmental review process, pleusc contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 R Street, S \V ,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No <157X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there are am questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or b> mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, 1'LLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101. Washington. DC 20007

Thank j ou in advance for your cooperation

Smoerelv,

Strickland,Jr
closure

SLS/cac

STBDotkftNo tB-6(Snh No 457M



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX 202-295-3854

SlDNF> I. STRUM AND, JR

Sidncx SlricklandfiKlndfliUKlpIlL mm

July 27, 2007

Mayor Sheldon Giese
Cily of Morns
PO Box 438
Moms MN 56267

Re Sl'B Docket No AB-6(Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Mr Giesc

On or about August 16, 2007. BNSP Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milcpost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 in Morns, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the "Line") Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the S'l B's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if >ou have any questions about the S1 B's environmental rc\ icw process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S W ,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295. and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will he considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there arc any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101. Washington, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperation

Sincerely,

Strickland, Jr
Enclosure
SLS/cac

AV»



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NW., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE- 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

Slll\n L S I KICKLAND. JR

i>idne> SiricklaiuKjjSirKkliindiiUi tun

July 27, 2007

Zdon
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road N
St Paul, MN 55 1 55-4 1 94

Re SIB Docket No AB-6(Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Mr Zdon

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Railwa> Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Mileposl 86 00 and Mileposl 86 65 in Morns, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the "Line") Attached arc Environmental and 1 1 1 stone Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area

We are providing these report* so that you may review the in formal ion that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if>ou have an> questions about the STB's en\ ironmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 B Street, S W .
Washington, DC 20423-000 1 , Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to (he
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there arc any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidnc\
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street. N W , Suite 101, Washington. DC 20007

Thank sou in advance for \our cooperation

Sincerely,

SidncvX Strickland, Jr
Enclosure
Sl.S/cac

\n



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NW, SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE 202-338-1325

FAX- 202-295-3854

S'I)M.> I SlRICKI.ASD.jR
&idne> Siri(.kl.niiltjsiiii.kl.inJplk mm

July 27. 2007

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey
1315 bast-West Highway
Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Sir or Madam

On or about August 16. 2007. HNS1- Railway Company ("UNST".) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board ("S'l B") a Notice of Exemption seeking aulhoril) to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milcpost 86 65 in Morns, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the "Line") Attached are Environmental and I listonc Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic clTccts, as well as a map of the
affected area

We arc providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STBS independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if \ou believe that pertinent inlormation is missing, or
if you have any questions about the S1 B's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental AnaKsis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 L Street. S \V ,
Washington, DC 20423-0001. Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there arc any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street. N W. Suite 101. Washington. DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperation

Sincerely,. ., _ ~

SLS/cac

STIiDocketXo AH-fiiSub No 4f7\/



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NW., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

l. STRICKLAND. JR
!)jdiie>_St[icklj ui.jjMin.kl.indplU.uiin

July 27,2007

Edward R Larson
Cilv Manager
609 Oregon Avenue
PO Box 438
Moms, MN 56267

Re S113 Docket No AB-6(Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Companj—Ab.indonmenl
r\cmption - in Stevens County. Minnesota

Dear Mr Larson

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSl"') plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milcpost 86 65 in Moms, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the "Line") Attached arc Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area

We are pro\ idmg these reports so that you may review the information thai will form the
basis for the STR's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of environmental Analysis (Sf.A), Surface "I ransporlation Hoard. 395 F Street, S W ,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SFA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated \\illnn three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there are any questions (.onccrnmg
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 k Street. N \V , Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank >ou in advance for >our cooperation

Sincerely,

Sidney L Strickland, Jr
Enclosure
SLS/cac

STB Docket Nt> 4B-t>(Suh No 457\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

S ov.> 1. STRII kij\sn JR
Snlne> Slni.fcl.inJ ff *lri..kl.iiulpUi turn

July 27. 2007

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Administration Building
50 Shcrburnc Avenue
St Paul, M\ 55155

Re STB Docket No AB-6(Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Sir or Madam

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSP") plans on tiling with
the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milcpost 86 00 and Milcpost 86 65 in Morris, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the "Line") Attached arc Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area

We are providing these reports so that >ou may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic anal>scs of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if >ou believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface I reimportation Board. 395 C Street, S W .
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295. and refer to the abo\c Docket No
A13-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB mctalualing the environmental and/oi
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there arc any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202 J 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC. 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101. Washington, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperation

Sincerely.

'y ^.̂ **&z*~~
Sidney*!* Strickland, Jr
Enclosure
SLS/cac

.STB Dticltei A'« 4R-6 f.ViiA A"*


