SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST.N W, SuITE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-295-3854

SINLY L STRICNTAND, IR

S S DESTRICKLANDPLLC COM
IDNEY STRICKLAN EcEFEEE
August 16, 2007
AUG 1 6 2007

Vernon A Willilams, Secrctary Parl of
Surface Transportation Board Pubiic Record
395 E Street, S W

Washington, DC 20423

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 457X) BNSF Railway Company—
Abandonment Exemption — in Stevens County, MN

Dear Secrctary Wilhams

Inclosed please find an onginal and ten (10) copies of the Verilied Notice of
Exempuion under 49 C F R 1152.50 for filing with the Board 1n the above-referenced
matter

Also enclosed 1s a check 1n the amount of $3,200 00 for the filing fee

Very t?'ours
Sighey L Stnckland, Jr

Attorney for BNSF Rutlway Compuny
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BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- DOCKET NO. AB
IN STEVENS COUNTY, MN (SUB. NO. 457X)

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
UNDER 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Menk Dnive

PO Box 96157 FILED

Fort Worth, TX 76161-0
ort Worth, TX 057 AYG 16 2007
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By SIDNEY L STRICKLAND.IJR  TRANSPORTATION BOARD
ELIZABETH E WAITE ) ' &
SIDNEY STRICKI.LAND AND ASSOCIATI:S & '
3050 K Street, N W.
Suite 101 FEE RECEIVED
Washington, DC 20007 ~ 4 A ann
(202) 338-1325 AUG 1 6 2067

: SU¥ SACE
TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Attorneys for BNSE Ralway Company

“um

DATE FIL.LEED August 16, 2007 .
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN STEVENS COUNTY, MN (SUB. NO. 457X)

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
UNDER 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY (“BNSF™) (“Applicant™) files this Ventied Notice
of Txemption under 49 C F R 1152 Subpart F- Exempt Abandonments
(49 CI'R 1152 50) for BNSF to abandon a rail hne that extends between Milepost 86 00
and Milepost 86 65, 1n Morns. Stevens County, Minnesota (the “Linc™), a total distance

of 0 65 miles
'he Line 1s depicted 1n a map that 1s attached to this Notice as Appendix |
Responses to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(2):
I Propoved consummation date for the abandonment
The proposed consummation date of this abandonment will be at least 50 days
from the liling date of August 16, 2007, which 1s October 5, 2007
Il Certification required m 49 C 'R § 1152 50(h)
The required certification 1s attached hereto as Appendix 2
11 Information required by 49 C F R § 1152 22(a)(1-4). (7) and (8) and (e)(4)
(a) General

(1)  Exact name of Applicant

3 STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 4571)



(2)

(3)

(4)

(N

8

(e)(4)

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSI™)

Whether applicant 1s a common carrier by railroad subject 1o
49 US C Subtule IV. Chapier 105

Applicant 1s a common carrier by railroad subject to

49 U S C Subuitle IV, Chapter 105

Relief sought {ubandonment of hine or disconiinuance of service)
BNSI seeks to use the class exemption from Surface
Transportation Board approval authorizing the abandonment of the
Stevens County Line specificd above

Detcled map of the subject line

See Appendix |

Name, tule and address of representative of applicant 1o whon
correspondence should be sent

Sidney L Sinckland, Jr

Sidney Strickland and Associates. PLLC
3050 K Street, N W

Suite 101

Washington, DC 20007

(202) 338-1325

Attorney for BNSF

List of all Umted States Postal Service ZIP Codes that the line
truverses

The Line traverses United States Postal Service Zip Code 56267

Statement of whether the properties proposed to be ubandoned are
suttuble for other public purposes, including roads or highways,
other forms of mass transportation, conservation, energy
production or transnussion or recreation If the applicant 1 avware
of uny restriction on the iitle to the property. including any
reversionary interest, which would affect the transfer of title or the
use of property for other than rail purpaoses, this shall be disclosed

4 STHB Docket No 4AB-6 (Sub Mo 457%)



The properties of the proposcd abandonment appear to be
appropniate lor other public purposes Based on informauon in our
possession, there are no federally granted nghts-of-way within the
corridor  Any documentation in the railroad’s possession will be
made available promptly to those requesting 1t
v Level of Labor Protection
The nterests of raillroad employees who may be adversely aflected by the
proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor
protective conditions sct forth in Oregon Short Line RR Co -
Abundonment - Goshen, 3601 C C 91 (1979)

\' Certification that Applicanis have complied with the notice requirements of
H9CFR ¥§115250d)(1) and 1105 11

The required certifications are set forth in Appendix 3 to this Notice of
Exemption

Vi Environmental and Ihistoric Reports
A combined Environmental and Historic Report 1s attached to this

Notice of I'xemption as Appendix 4

5 STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No 457Y)



Respectfully submitted,

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Menk Drive

PO Box 96157

Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057

L o7 H2Y

= By.SIBALEY [. STRICKLAND, JR
ELIZABLTITE WAIIL
SIDNEY STRICKLANID AND ASSOCIATLES
3050 K Street, N W
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 338-1325

Attorners for BNSE Raihway Company

DATE FILED August 16, 2007
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APPENDIX 1

Detailed Map of the Line
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APPENDIX 2

Certification Required in 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(h)



VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.50(b)

I, Susan Odom, being duly swomn depose and state that, as Manager, Network Strategy in
the Network Development department of the BNSF Railway Company (“"BNSF”), | am
authorized to make this verification, and that | have read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and
know the facts asserted therein are true and accurate as stated to the best of my knowledge,
information, and belief

In accordance with 49 C F R § 1152 50(b). I hereby certify that, with respect to the line
which is the subject of the Notice of Exemption filed in Docket No AB-6 (Sub-No. 457X), no
local traffic has moved on the line for at least two (2) years prior to the date hereof Also, there 1s
no overhead traffic handled on the Line to be rerouted Further, no formal complaint filed by a
user of rail service on the Line (or a State or local government entity acting on behalf of such
user) regarding cessation of service over the Line either 1s pending with the Surface
Transportation Board or any U § District Court or has been decided in favor of a complainant
within the two-year period

The foregoing certification 1s made on behalf of BNSF by the undersigned after due and
carcful investigation of the matters herein certified and based on the best of the knowledge,
information, and belief of the undersigned

QLH MQ&&«.

SusairOdom
Manager, Network Strategy

Subscribed and sworn to before me the ls_”aay of %ﬂﬁf . 2007




APPENDIX 3

Certifications that Applicant Has Complied with the Notice Requirements
of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1152.50(d)(1) and 1105.11



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to 49 C F R § 1152 50(d)(1), the undersigned hereby certifies that nouce
of the proposed abandonment in Dochet No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) was mailed via first
class mail on August 6, 2007 to the following partics

Minnesota Public Utllities Commuission
121 7th Place E , Suite 350
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147

U S Department of the Intenor

National Park Service

Recreational Resources Assistance Diviston
1849 C Street, NW

Washington, D C 20240-0001

Robert J Rickert

Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard

St Paul. MN 55155-1899

Dated August 16, 2007

Military Traffic Management Control
Attn Ralroads for National Defense
720 Thimble Shoals Boulevard, #130
Newport News, VA 23606-2574

U S Department of Agriculture
"Churef of the Forest Service

4" Floor N W, Yates Building
201 14™ Street, SW
Washington, 1> C 20250

LT H A

jﬂney L Stnckland, Jr




CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE NEWSPAPER
PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12

The undersigned ceruifies that a “Notice of Intent to Abandon Rail Service” was
published 1n the form prescribed by the Board for eut of service abandonment
excmptions The notice was published one time 1n the tollowing newspaper ol general
cireulation in Stevens County, Minnesota® Morris Sun Tribune  Publication of the notice
was accomphished on August 11, 2007  An Affidavit of Publication and a copy of the

publication are attached

SL[U{V L Slrlckland Ir

Sidncy Sirickland and Associates. PLLC
3050 K Street, NW

Suite 101

Washington, DC 20007

Phone’ (202) 338-1325

Fax (202)295-3854
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fingnciel syl use, o bals Sygan M Dieter, being duly sworn, on cath says that he/she 15

wance,
of Comyessanal and Pustc Sevioos #f isher or authorized agent and employee of the publisher of the

of
B s sovutt bs JeT known as the Morris Sun Tribune, and has full knowledge

sorved an I"'I lgﬂlﬂ Pmseniuive. icts which are stated below:. (A) The newspaper has com?lmd
PLLC, 5050 K Swost. Sule of the requirements constituting quahfication as a2 qualified

%&W“‘ DC. 200075108 o a5 provided by Minnesota Statutes 331A.02, 331A.07, and
. licable laws, as amended

(B) The Printed STD Docket NO AB-6 (Syb.No.457X) Nosice
of Intent to Abandon Rail Service which 1s attached was cut from the
columns of said newspaper, and was printed and published once a
week, for_] successive weck(s), it was first published on Saturday, the
11" day of August, 2007 and was thereafter printed and published on
every Saturday to and including Saturday, the_11® day of Aupust, 2007
and printed below is a copy of the lower case alphabet from A to Z,
both inclusive, which is hereby alcknowledged as bemg the size and

kind of type used m the composition and publication of the notice.

>, sbedafghiidmnopgrahovwayz
)

ol N —

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1% day of August

Evelyn Manie Baas
Notary Public, Stevens County, Minnesota
{Notanial Seal) My Commussion Expires 01-31-10

RATE INFORMATION

) Lowes! clasuified rate pud by comomercial ____ $11.60Anch

users for comparable space (Line, ward, or inch rate)
(2) Meximum rate allowed by law for the

above mancr {Line, word, ar inch rate)
3 Rate actually charged for the above

matter (Line, word, or inch rate)

Morris Sun Tribune
Phone (320) 589-2525
PO Box470 Morris, MN 56267



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(c) and 8(c)

B\SF Railway Company (“BNSF™), by and through 1ts authorized representative. Sidney 1.
Strichland, Jr, certifies that on July 27, 2007, BNSI sent copies ot the foregomg Environmental and
Historic Reports by first class mail to the following agencies

William Lorenzen

Environmental Review/Justice Coordinator
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Scrvice
373 Jachson Street. Suite 600

Samnt Paul, MN 55101-1854

Robert ] Whiting

U'S Army Engincer District, St Paul
190 1 1fth St East

St Paul, MN 55101-1683

Marcia Siechman

U S Bureau of Land Management Eastern States
Milwauhee Feld Office

626 E Wisconsin Ave

Suite 200

Milwauhkee, WI 53202-4617

Margarct Kuchenreuther

Chair, Mornis Planning Commission
City of Morris

PO Box 438

Morris MN 56267

Robert Maydwell
National Park Service
Midwest Region

601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, \NE 68102-4226

Steve Colvin

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 l.afayette Road

St Paul, MN 55155-4040

Patrick G Carroll

Big River Region

US Fish and Wildhite Service
| Tederal Drive

BHW Federal Building

Fort Snelling, MN 55111-4056

Charleen Grossman

Planning and Zoning Administrator
Ortonville City Offices

315 Madison Avenue

Ortonwille, MN 56278

RobertJ Richert

Raul Bank and Abandenment Coordinator
Mmnesota Department of Transporiation
395 John Ireland Boulevard

St Paul, MN 55155-1899

Kenneth Westlahe, Chief

U S Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5
Metcalf Buillding

Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Mailcode B-19J

Chicago, IL 60604

S18 Docket Ao 1B-6 (Sub Mo 457%)



Denmis A Gimmestad

Government Programs & Compliance Officer
Mimnnesota 1istorical Socrety

345 W Kellogy Blvd

St Paul, MN 55102-1906

Mayor Sheldon Grese
City of Morris

PO Box 438

Morris M\ 56267

Edward R [arson
Ciy Manager

609 Orcpon Avenue
PO Box 438
Morris, MN 36267

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Admnistration Building

50 Sherburne Avenue

St Paul, MN 55155

Jim T'horeen
County Coordmator
PO Box 530

400 Courthouse
Moms. MN 56267

Lawrence Zdon

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road N

St Paul, MN 55155-4194

National Oceanic and Atmuospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Ms Victoria Rutson

Chief, SEA

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S W
Washington D C 20423-0001

The required cover letters (pursuant to 43 C F R 1105 11) are attached hercto  BNSF has
consulied with all appropriate agencies 1n prepanng the reports

P2 VL,

Sidncy ¥ Strickland, Jr

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PI%1.
3050 K Street N W

Suite 101

Washington, D C 20007

STB Docket No 1B-6 (Sub Ne 457%)



APPENDIX 4

Environmental and Historic Reports



BEFORE TIIE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN STEVENS COUNTY, MN (SUB. NO. 457X)

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 T.ou Menk Drnive

PO Box 96157

Fort Worth. TX 76161-0057

By SIDNLCY L STRICKLAND, JR
LLIZABETH . WAITE

SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street, N W,

Suite 101

Washington, DC 20007

(202) 338-1325

Attorneys for BNSE Ruilway Compuny

DATED July 27, 2007

l STB Docket 48-6 (Sub Ao 457



BEFORE TIIE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN STEVENS COUNTY, MN (SUB. NO. 457X)

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS
(49 C.F.R. 1105.7 AND 49 C.F.R. 1105.8)

Pursuant 049 CE R § 1105 7 and § 1105 8, BNSF Raillway Company (BNSI)
(referred to as “Applicant™) hereby [iles Environmental and Historic Reports  These
Reports constitute Applicant’s assessment of the environmental effects and historic eftects
of abandonment of rail serviee on the involved rail line  Persons who review these
Reports are entitled to provide comments to the Surface Transportation Board (ST'13),
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), 395 E Street, § W, Washington, DC 20423
There 1s information 1n the Applicant’s files to indicate that the rail line covered by these
Reports does not contain any federally granted rights-of-way.,

See 49 CFR § 1152 60(d) These Reports have been prepared in conjunction with the
prospecuve filing of a Notice of Exemption for abandonment of the involved rail line
STB regulations provide that the Notice of Fxemplion cannot be filed until at least 20

days after these Reports arc submitted

STB Ducket AB-6 (Sub No £57\}
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1
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(49 C.F.R. 1105.7)

I he following information 1s submitted to the S'TB by BNSE in accordance with
the Board's reporting requuements as st forth n49 CF R § 1105 7 for the purpose of
assisting the Board's preparation of an environmental document regarding BNSI™s Notiee
ot Exemption secking authornily to abandon U 63 miles of railroad lime between Milepost
86 00 and Milepost 86 65, 1n Momns, Stevens County. Minnesota (the ~Linc™)

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives: Describe the proposed action. including
commodines transported, the planned disposition (1f any) of any rail line and
other structures that may be involved. and any possible changes in current
operations or maintenance practices  Also describe any reasonable alternatives to
the proposed action Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly
delincating the project

BNSF scehs to abandon this Line  The abandonment of the 19-mile rail
line from Starbuck to Morris, MN (Milepost 67 0 to Milepost 86 0) was efTected
on September 8, 1983 There were no customers on the remaining line between
MP 86 0 and MI” 87 15 where 1t connects with BNSI™s mainlne in Morris. This
portion was used for car storage for a short time by local operations  As storage
needs lessened preces of trach were removed on what was considered to be
discontinued right ol"way between Milepost 86 0 and M 86 65 This trachage
has been gone for more than 20 years  The line between the mamnline and
Milepost 86 65 15 sull intact and contimues 1o be used for storing track material
It 1s not BNSF's policy to remove track within the junisdiction of the $TB before
gomng through a formal abandonment proceeding and BNSF has recently

mmplemented 1nternal and extermal procedures to cnsure that future track remaval

3 ST Ducket 48-6(Sud No 457\



does nat accur prior 10 recerving proper authority  However, this Line was

salvaged prior to those certain measures being in place A map of the Line 1s

attached as l:xhibit A

(2) Transportation System: Describe the effect of the proposed action on
regional or local transportation systems and patterns  Estimate the amount of
traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems
or modes as a result of the proposed action

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on existing transportation
systems or patterns as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over two
years and there 1s no overhead traffic 1o be rerouted
(3) Land Usc:

(1) Bascd on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencics
and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencics, state
whether the proposed action 1s consistent with existing land use plans  Describe
any inconsistencies

‘L he proposed abandonment should not be inconsistent with local or
regional land use plans  The City of Morns (“"City™) indicates, via welephone
conversation with Edward R Larson, City Manager, that the City has no interest
1n alternative public uses for the railroad right-of-way at this time  Mr larson
can be reached at 609 Oregon Avenue, P O Box 438, Morris. MN 56267, (320)
589-3141

Also, Stevens County ("County™) indicates the BNST T ine proposed for
abandonment lies wholly within the City of Morns. and the County has no
Junisdicuon on the 1ssue, and does not prepare or admimister land use plans within

the City  Scc Exhibut B, letter dated April 24, 2007, from Jim Thoreen, Zoning

Administrator/County Coordinator, Stevens County, Minnesota

4 STB Ducker 48-6 (Sub Ao 457



(i1) Based on consultation with the U § Soil Conservation Service. state
the effect of the proposed action on any prime agriculture land

The proposed abandonment should have no effect on prime agricultural
lands The Natural Resources Conservation Service (“NRCS™) indicates because
the project sponsors are not LJSDA program bencfit recipients, the wetland
conservation provisions of the 1985 Food Sccurity Act are not apphicable NRCS
further indicates 1f any actions by a non-USDA participant third party which
mpact agricultural wetlands owned or operated by USDA parucipants are
anticipated, BNSI should contact the Stevens County Farm Service Agency to
constder an application for a third party exempuon Finally, NRCS states
“[Blecause of the location and type of activily proposed, this project wall not
impact agricultural lands, and a lederal Farmland Policy Protection Act (FPPA)
site assessment/land evaluation will not be required ™ See Exhubit C, leuer dated
Apnl 2, 2007, from William I¥ Lorenzen, Environmental Review/Justice
Coordmator, Natural Resources Conservation Service. U S Department of
Agriculture

(i) If any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal
zone, include the coastal zone information required by § 1105 9

N/A
(17 ) IF the proposed action 1s an abandonment, state whether or not the
right-ol-way 1s switable for alternative public use under 49 U S.C § 10906 and
explain why
The proposed abandonment should be sustable for alternative public use

As indicated above, the City of' Morns indicates. via telephone cony ersation with

Edward R Larson,City Manager, that the City has no interest tn alternative public

5 STR Docker 4B-6 (Sub No 457X)



uses for the railroad right-of-way at this ume  Mr Larson can be reached at 609
Orcgon Avenue, P O Box 438, Morris, MN 56267, (320) 589-3141

Also. as mentioned ahove, Stevens County indicates 1t has no junisdiction
on the 1ssuc  Sec lixhibit B, letter dated April 24, 2007, from Jim Thoreen,

Zoning Admimstrator/County Coordinator, Stevens County, Minnesota

(4) Encrgy:
(1) Describe the cllect of the proposed action on transportation ol energy

resources
There are no known recoverable energy resources along the Line  There
has been no local traffic on the Line for over two years and there 15 no overhead
traflic 1o be rerouted
(11) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities
This abandonment will not adversely affect movement or recovery off
rccyclable commodiues as there has been no local trafTic on the Line for over two
years and there 1s no overhead traftic to be rerouted

(m) State whether the proposed action will result 1n an increase or
decreasc 1n overall energy effictency and explain why

I'his abandonment will not result 1n an increase or decrease m overall
eneryy efficiency as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over two years
and there 1s no overhead traffic to be rerouted

(1v) IFthe proposed action will eause diversions from rail 1o motor carnage
of more than

(A) 1,000 rul carloads a year, or
(B) An average of 50 rul carloads per mule per year for any part of’
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy

consumption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the
figure given

[ STB Docket AB-6 (Sub No 457%)



There will be no diversions of traffic as there has been no local traffic on

the Line for over two years and there 1s no overhead traffic to be rerouted

(5) Air:
(1) If' the proposed action will result in either

(A) An increase in rail traflic of at least 100% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any
segment ol the line cffected by the proposed. or

(BB) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100% (measurced by
carload activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the
average daily traflic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment,
quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions

The action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds
Moreover, the acuon wall not invelve an inerease 1n truck traffic of more than
10% or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment as there has been no local

trallic on the Line for over two years and there 1s no overhead traftic to be

rerouted

(u) If the proposed acuon affects a Class [ or nonattaunment area under
the Clean Air Act, and will result in enther

(A) An ncrease in rail tralfic ot at least 50% (measured n gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of al least three trains a day on any
segment of rail hne, or

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20% (measured by
sarload activity), or

(CY An average increase 1n truck traffic of more than 10% of the
average daily traftic ol 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then
state whether any expecled increased enussions are within the parameters
established by State Implementation Plan  However, for a rail
construction under 49 U S C § 10901 (or 49 U S C § 10505) or 1n a case
involving the remnstitution of service over a previously abandoned line,
only the three tram a day threshold in this 1tem shall apply

7 STB Docket AB-6 (Sub ‘o 457\)



' he action will not result 1n meeung or exceeding the specified thresholds
Moreovel. the proposed abandonment will not result in an increase of rail or truch

traftic as there has been no local traflic on the [ine for over two vears and there is

no overhead trallic to be rerouted

(m) If the transportation of ozone depleting matenals (such as mitrogen
oxide and Freon) 1s contemplated. idenufy: the matenals and quantity, the
frequency of service, safety practices (including any speed restrictions), the
applicant’s safety record (to the extent availuble) on derailments. accidents and
spills. contingency plans to deal with aceidental spills: and the hkelthood ol'an
aceidental 1elease of ozone depleting materials i the event of a collision or
deralment

The proposed abandonment will not aflect the transportation ot o7one
depleting materials

(6) Noise: If anv of the thresholds identified 1n 1tem (5) (1) of this section are
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause

(1) An meremental inerease 1n noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more.
N/A
{11) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater 11 so,
idenufy sensitive receptors (¢ g. schools. lLibraries, hospitals, residences,
reurement communtties and nursing homes) 1n the project arca and quantifv the
noise merease for those receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.
NA
(7) Safety
(1) Deseribe any elleets ol the propesed action on public health and safety
(including vehiele delay time at railroad crossings)
[ his abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or public
safety There are no public crossings and no private crossings on the Line During

salvage operations, 11 any may be required, precautions will be taken 10 ensure

public satfety. and contractors will be required to sausfy all applicable health and

8 8T8 Docket 18-6 (Sub No 457\



safety laws and rcgulations

() If hazardous matenals are expected to be transported, wdenuly the
materials and quantity, the [requency of service, whether chemicals are being
transported that, if mixed. could react to form more hazardous compounds, safety
practices (including any speed restricuons), the applicant's safety record (1o the
exlent available) on derailments. accidents and hazardous spills. the contingency
plans to deal with accidental spills, and the hikelihood of and aceidental release of

hazardous materials

The abandonment will not result 1n the transportation of hazardous

materials

(1i1) If there arc any known hazardous waste site or sites where there have
been known hazardous materials spills on the right-ol-way, identify the location
ol those sites and the types of hazardous matenals involved

There 15 no known hazardous waslte site or siles where there have been

known hazardous matenals spills on the right-of-way

(8) Biological Resources:
(1) Based on consultation with the U S Iish and Wildlife Service, state

whether the proposed action 1s likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as a critical habitat. and 1f so, describe the effects

[he US Fish and Wildhife Service ("IFWS™) indicates 1t does not own any
lands or interests in land 1n the vicimity of the proposcd abandonment FWS
further indicates 1t does not have any concerns regarchng real estate matters in the
abandonment Sce Exhibit D, letter dated April 6. 2007, from Patrick G Carroll,
Senior Realty Ofticer. Division of Realty, Fish and Wildlife Service, U §

Depariment of the Interior

(u) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, Nauonal or State parks
or lorests will be affected, and describe any effects

The proposed abandonment should not aflect any wildlife sanctuaries or
refuges, or National or State parks or forests  The National Park Service (“NPS™)

indicates 1t reviewed the project and found no conflicts with the Land and Water
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Conservation Fund or the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery programs NPS
had no addinonal comments See Exhubit E. letter dated May 3, 2007, from
Robert Maydwell, Grants Management Assistunt. Partnerships-Grants. Midwest
Region, National Park Service. U S Department of the Interior

The Bureau of Land Management (“BLM™) indicates there are no Federal
lands admimstered by the BLM along the railroad line BLM further indicates
that some of the original railroad grants were hmited fee nights-of-way and may
be subject to the Ratlroad Right-ot-Way Forferture and Abandonment Act and the
National Trails System Imiprovement Act  Tinally, BLM indicates 1t daes not
have information on the location of wildlife refuges, state or national parks, or
slate or national forests See Exhmbut F, letter dated April 4. 2007, from Marcia
Sicckmen, Supervisor, Natural Resources Team. Milwaukee Field Office, Bureau
of Land Management-Lastern States, U S Department ol the Interior
(9) Water:

{1) Based on consultation with State watcr quahity officials, state whether
the proposed action 1s consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water
quality standards Describe any inconsistencics

The propused exemption should be consistent with applicable Federal,
State or local water quality standards T he Minnesota Pollution Contiol Agency
("MPCA”) indicates “[Blased on the submutted proposal that this line has already
been removed and salvaged and that no additional construction work 1s
proposcd  [MPCA] does not anticipate that there will be any actions that may be
inconsistent with state water quahty standards and that there wall be no action
requiring issuance ol any 402/NPDLS permuts ™ See Fxhibit G, letter dated

July 3, 2007, from Lawrence § Zdon, Municipal Division, Stormwater Section,

10 STRB Docket AB-6 (Sub Nuv 457%)



Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

(1) Based on consultation with the U.S Army Corps of I:ngmeers, state
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 US C § 134 }uare
requited fur the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year
flood plains will be affected Describe the cllects

The proposed abandonment should not require a Section 404 permit
BNSFE nottiied the U S Army Corps of Engineers (“CORPS™) by [etter dated
March 26, 2007 Sece I'xhibit H  As ol the date of this report. the Corps has not
responded  BNSF wall provide the Board copies of any 1esponse 1t reccives

The proposed abandonment should not atlect any 100-year flood plains
The City of Mornis indicates the abandonment will not affect any 100-year
floodplains  Sec Exhibit L letter dated April 9, 2007, (rom Iitdward R Larson,
City Manager, City of Morris. Minnesota

Also, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources ("MDNR™)
mdicates there 1s no FEMA mapped floodpliun for area of the BNSI
abandonment in Morns, Stevens County, Minnesota See Fxhibu J. electronie
correspondence dated Apnll 3, 2007, from Steven Colvin, Department of Nawural
Resources-Eeological Services

(1) State whether permuts under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act
(33 USC § 1342) are required for the proposed action (Applicants should
contact the U S, Environmental Protection Agency or the state enyvironmental
protection or equivalent agency 1f they are unsure whether such permuts are
required)

A permut under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act ("CWA™) should not
he required for the proposed action  BNSF notuilied the U'S Environmental

Protection Ageney (“EPA™) by letter dated March 26, 2007 See Exhibit K As

ol the date of this report. the EPA has not responded  BNSIE will pros ide the
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Board copies of any response it reeeives
Also. as menuoned above, the MPCA indicates the proposed action should
not require 1ssuance of any 402/NPDILS permits  See Caxhibit G, letter dated

July 3. 2007, from Lawrence § Zdon. Mumcipal Division, Stormwater Section,

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

(10) Praposed Mitigation: Describe any actions that are proposed to nutigate
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation 1s

appropriate

‘The project itself should nuugate the environmental effects of remnstating

active rail operations

12 STE Docket 4B-6 (Sub Mo 457%;



HISTORIC REPORT
49 C.F.R. 1105.8

Applicants hereby submit the following informauon required by
49 CFR § 1105 8(d)

(1) A USGS topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and
suffictently detaled to show huldings and other structures m the vicinty of
the proposed action) showing the location of the proposed action, and the
locations and approximate dimensions of rallroad structures that ure 50
vears old or older and are part of the proposed action,

['he required topographic map 1s attached to this Report as Exlubit A,

(2) A written description of the right-of-way ncluding approximate wdths, to the
extent knowny, and the topography and urban and/or rural characterisies of
the surrounding ared,

Momms, Minnesota 1s the scat of Stevens County The U S 2000 census
shows a population of 5,008 for this community named after Charles F
Morris, chief engineer of The Saint Paul and Pacific Railroad Company.
predecessor to the St Paul. Minneapolis and Manitoba Company  Morns 1s

located 165 mules northwest of Minneapohis/St Paul and 100 mules southeast

of Fargo, North Dakota

‘T he landscape 1s largely agricultural beyond the city’s 4 53-square-mule
limis  The Line proposed for abandonment passes through a residenual
neighborhood on the south, and hight industrial property on the north, with the
Cniversity of Mmnesota at Morris lying just beyond to the east

(3) Guod quality photographs (actual photographie prints, not photocopies) of
railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the

immediately surrounding urea,

lhere are no railroad structures on the property that are S0 vears old or
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older

(4) The dute(s) of construction of the structure(s). and the date(s) and exient of
any major alterations, 10 the extent such information is known,

N/A
(5) A brief narrative history of carrier operations n the area, and an

explunation of what, 1f any, chunges ure contemplated as a result of the
proposed action,

Little I'alls and Dakota Railroad Company (“I.I'&D”), established 1n 1879
as a branch subsidiary ol the Northern Pacilic Railway Company (*NP™),
completed construction of the 88-mule line Irom Little Falls to Mormis 1n the Jauer
half of 1882 Parual funding was provided through state grants and county bonds,
however, no federal grants were involved | he nght-of~way 1s generally 100 feel
wide

The LF&D line intersected the north-south main line of the St Paul,
Minneapolis and Manitoba Company (St PM&NM™) in Morns and joined the
$t PM&M hne that extended westerly to Brown's Valley A joint use agreement
between the companies was made for the hine between Morns and Brown's
Valley

I’he mongage for the section ol line proposed lor abundonment was
released and utle was transferred 1o NP on December 19, 1901 In 1970, NP
merged with Great Northern Railway Company, Pacific Coast Railroad Company,
and Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company 10 become Burlington
Northern In¢ ‘| he latter changed 1ts name to Burlington Nerthern Railroad
Compuny in 1981 (*"BNRR™) BNRR merged with The Atchison, Topeka and

Santy Fe Raulway Compan)y 1n 1996 to become The Burlington Northern and
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Santa Fe Rulway Company, which name was changed to BNSF Railway
Company 1n January, 2005

(6) 4 brief summary of documents 1 the carrier’s possession such us engineering
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that 15 found to be

huistoric

Documents in BNSF's possession concerning this abandonment
may include alignment maps showing the right-of-way and/or stauon
maps Such documents are too large for practical reproduction n this
report, but can he furmshed upon request, 1f they are available
(7) An oprion thased on readily availluble information i the radroud's
possession) as 10 whether the sue andior structures meel the criteria for listing on
the Nattonal Reguster of Historie Places (36 CFR 60 4), and whether there s a
hkelthood of archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic
properites 1 the project arca, and the basis for these opimons (including any
comsultations with the Siate Hhstorie Preservation Office. local lustorical societies
or wnversities),

1 he Minnesota Historieal Society (“"SIIPO™) indicates the rail line as a
whole 15 eligible for the National Register ol Histonie Places  See Dxhibit L, letter

dated Apnl 19, 2007, from Denms A Gimmestad, Government Programs &

Compliance Officer, Minnesota Historica! Society

By subsequent correspondence, SHPO indicates 1t received updated
mformation [rom BNSF indicating the Line does not contain any buildings or
structures  As such, SHPO continues “[O]ur [previous] letter indicated that this
line meets nauonal Register ciitenia Generally, abandonment without protective
measures constitutes an adverse alleel. We have no recommended miugation for

this abandonment ™ See Fxhibit M, letter dated June 14, 2007, from Britia L
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Bloomberg, Deputy Statc Historie Preservation Officer. Minnesota Historcal

Society

(8) A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possesstan) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill,
environmenial conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might afject the
archevlogical recovery of resources (such us swumpy conditions or the presence
of tovie wantes), and the surrounding rerrain

There are no known prior subsurlface ground disturbance or fill, or

any environmental conditions that might affect the archeological recovery

ol resources and the surrounding terrain

Respectiully submitied,

I H2

LAIDNEY [. STRICKLAND, JR
LLIZABETH 1. WAITI:

SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIAIES
3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101

Washington, DC 20007

(202) 338-1325

Atlorneys for BNSE Raillway Company

DATED July 27, 2007
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April 24, 2007

Mr. Sidney Strickland, Jr
3050 K Street N.W. Suite 101 VIA FACSIMILE (202-295-3854)
Washington, D C. 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Sinckland:
RE: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub, No 457X) BNSF Railway

In response.to your letter of March 26, 2007 I offer this perspective as the Stevens
County Zoning Administrator. The segment of BNSF linc proposed for abandonment
hes wholly within the City of Morris, MN. The City is the zoning authority within its
municipal boundaries, thus, Stevens County has no junisdict:on regarding this 13suc as we
do not prepare or administer land use plans within the City

irl_cge_lz.zmzs-

im Thoreen
on:ng Administrator/County Coordipator

AN EQUAL QPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




Unitad States Department of Agriculture EXHIBIT C

ONRCS _ )

Natural Resources Consarvation Service
375 Jackson Street, Suile 600 ER;HGS(B15‘2°520$;’1300
St Paul, MN 55101-1854 {651) 602-

Apnl 2, 2007
IN REPLY
REFERTO  STB Docket No AB-6(Sub-No 457X)
BNSF Railway Company-Abandonment Exemption-Stevens County, MN

Sidney L. Strickland, Jr
3050 K St NW, Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Dear Mr Stnickland

I'he Natural Resources Conservation Scrvice (NRCS) has reviewed the above referenced project The
project sponsors ar¢ not [JSDA program benefit recipients, thus the wetland conservation provisions of the
1985 Foud Sccurity act, as amended are not applicable It should be noted, however, that actions by a non-
USDA participant third party (project sponsor) which impact agricultural wetlands owned or operated by
USDA participants, may jeopardize the owner/operators USDA elhigibility If such impacts are anticipated,
the owner/operator should contact the Stevens County Farm Service Agency (FSA) Olfice 1o consider an
application for a third party exemption

Finally, because of the location and type of activity proposed, this project wall not impact agricultural lands,
and a Federal Farmland Policy Protection Act (FPPA) site assessment/land evaluation will not be required

Sincerely

Environmental Review/Justice Coordinator

An Equal Opportumity Provider and Employer



EXHIBIT D

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Bushop Henry Whipple Federal Bulding
1 Federal Drive
Fort Snelling, MN 55111-4056

IN REPLY REFER TO

FWSNWRS-RE - General
Ratlroad Abandonments

April 6, 2007

Mr Sidney L Strickland, Jr

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St, N W, Sunte 101
Washington, D C  20007-5108

Dear Mr Strickland

Thank you for thc opportumty to comment on the proposed abandonment of 0 65 miles of
railroad line between Milepost 86 00 und Milepost 86 65, near Morris, 1n Stevens County,
Minnesota, STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company

We have rescarched our ownerships in the vicinity and have determimed we do not own any
lands or interests 1n land m the vicimty of the proposed rail hine abandonment  We do not have

any concerns regarding real estatc matters in the abandonment

Sincerely,

o ‘ %
atrick G Carroll

Senior Realty Oflicer
Division of Realty



United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omuaha Nebraska 621021226

650 2(MWR-P/G) EXHIBIT E

Mr Sidney L. Strickland, Jr MY 3 o
Sidney Sirickland and Associates, PLLC

3050 K St N W., Suite 101

Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Dear Mr Strickland.

This 1s 1n response to your March 26, 2007. request that the National Park Service
respond to STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No 457X) BNSF Railway Company
Abandonment Exemption in Stevens County, Minnesota

We have reviewed this project 1n relation to any possible conflicts with the Land and
Water Conservation Fund and the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery programs and
find there are none Accordingly, we have no additional comments at this tme

You may contact me at 402-661-1546 1f you have questions or need more information

Sincerely.

nts Management Assistant
Partnerships- Grants

TAKE PRIDE Q-
INAMERICA



EXHIBIT F

United States Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management-Eastern States
Milw aukee Field Office
626 E. Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 200
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-4617

INRFPLY RFFER 1}
JinnnNing

April 4, 2007

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050K St N W, Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

RE STB Dockct No AB-6 (Sub. No. 457X) B\SF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Stevens County, MN

Dear Mr Strickland

Thus 1s in response to your lctter of March 26, 2007, to our office concerning the proposal by the
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company (BNSF) to abandon 0 65 miles of railroad
linc between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65, ncar Morns 1n Stevens County, Minnesota

A search of our rccords shows there are no Federal lands administered by the Bureau of Land
Management along the railroad linc  However, please be aware thal some of the original railroad
grants were limited fee nghts-of-way and may be subject to the Railroad Right-of-Way Forfciture
and Abandonment Act of March 8, 1922, 43 US C § 912 (the 1922 Abandonment Act), and the
Nauonal Trails System Improvement Act of October 4, 1988, Public Law 100-470, 16 US C §
1248 (c) - (f)

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this proposal. Our officc does not have
information on the location of wildlifc refuges, state or nauonal parks, state or national forests in
the iImmediate vicinity  You must contact the Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service,
Nationai Forest Service and State offices to obtain this information I you require additional
information, pleasc contact me at (414) 297-4402.

Sincerely,

M‘M—W\,

Marcia Sieckman
Supenisor, Natural Resources Team



520 | afayette Road North | St Paul, MN 55155-4194 | 651-296-6300 | 800-675-3843 | 651-282 5332 TTY | www pcastatemnus

% Minnesota Pollution Control Agenc

July 3, 2007
o EXHIBIT G

Sidney Strickland - ——
Sldncv Strickland & Associates, PLLC

3050 Kk Street NW, Suite 101

Washington, DC 20007-5108

RE Request for Water Quality Standards
Burlington Nortkern Santa Fe Railroad
STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X)
Abandonment from Mile Post 86 00 — 86 65
Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Mr Strickland

Thank you for your notification that Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad 1s planning to
abandon the above referenced segment of ral line  Your letter requested information whether
this proposcd abandonment 1s consistent with applicable federal, state or local water quahity
standards and whether or not Section 402 and/or National Pollulant Discharge Elunination
System (NPDI'S) permits are required as a result of the proposed abandonment Your letier
indicated that the rail line hacks were removed on what was considered to be disconnnued right
of way and that the tiachage has been gone for more than 20 years The notice did not indicate
that anv further construcion/demohtion/removal would take place as part of the formal
abandonment proceedings

Based on the submitied proposal that this hine has already been removed and salvaged and that
no additional construction work 1s proposed on this line as part of these formal abandonment
proccedings. the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) does not anticipate that there will
be any actions that may be inconsistent with stale water quality standards and that there will be
no action requiring the 1ssuance of any 402/NPDES permuts

If this proposal changes or 1s modified to include new vonstruction/demolition or removal of any
other rail road features or lundscape modification, we recommend you contact the MPCA for a
re-deterimination of thesce requirements

If you have any questions regarding our comments, please contact me at (651) 297-8219 or by
e-mail at Jawrence zdon(iipea state mn us

awrence S Zdon 3

Municipal Division
Stormwate Section

ncerely,

L7 4h

St Paul | Brainerd | Detront Lakes | Duluth | Mankato | Marshall | Rochester | Willmar | Printed on 100% post consumer recycled paper



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC

3050 K ST. N.W., SUITe 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854 EXHIBIT H
SIDNEY L STRICKLAND, JR
Sudney Stickland@stricklandplic com
March 26, 2007 e - s

Robert ] Whiting

US Army Engineer District, St. Paul
190 Fifth St East

St Paul, MN 55101-1683

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No 457X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Stevens Counity, MN

Dear Mr Whiting

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans 1o file with the United States Surface Transportation Board
(“STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authorty in the above-referenced docket to abandon 0 65 mules of
railroad hine between Miiepost 86 60 and Milepost 86 65, near Morris, m Stevens County, Mmnnesota (*the

Line™)

The abandonment of the 19-mile rail line from Starbuck to Mormis, MN (MP 67 to MP 86) was effected on
Scptember 8, 1983 There were no customers on the remaining line between MP 86 and MP 87 15 where it
connects with BNSF’s mainline in Mornis  This portion was used for car storage for a short tzme by local
operations  As storage needs lessened, pieces of track were removed on what was considered 1o be
discontinued right of way between MP 86 and MP 86 65 This trackage has been gone for more than 20
years The line between the mainline and MP 86 65 1s still intact and contimnues to be used for storing track
material 1t 15 not BNSF's policy to remove track within the junsdiction of the STB before going through a
formal abandonment proceeding and BNSF has recently implemented internal and external procedures to
ensure that fiture track removal does not occur prior to recerving proper authority. However, this Line was
salvaged prior to those certain measures being in place

As part of the environmental report BNSF 1s prepaning as part of 1ts Notice of Exemption with the STB,
BNSF must inquire with you as to whether or not Section 404 permits are required as a result of the
proposed abandonment BNSF also needs to know if the proposed abandonment will affect any 100-year
floodplamns or any designated wetlands  If so, please furmish 8% by 11 black and white maps in the arca of

each designated floodplamn if they are available

For your reference, [ have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad hne. Please provide this
mformation to me by April 25, 2007  If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 338-

1325

Thank you in advance for your cooperation

ey L ﬁcland, Jr

Sincere

Enclosures /
SLS/cac

STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 457X)



EXHIBITI

L CITY OF MORRIS, 125035 o

609 Oragon Avenue « P O Box 438 » Morns, MN 56267 - 320-589-3141 - Fax 320-589-3111 » email cityhall@c: morris mn us

April 9, 2007

Sidney Strickland, Jr

Sidney Strickland and Associates
3050 K Street NW, Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

RE STB Docket No AB-6 Sub No 457X
BNSF Rallway Company — Abandonment Exemption in Stevens County, MN

Dear Mr Strickiand

Please be advised that the abandonment of railroad line between milepost 86 00 and
milepost 86 65 near Morns In Stevens County, Minnesota will not affect any 100-year
floodplains

If you are tn need of any further information on this matter, please feel free to contact
me

Sincerely,

A

Edward R Larson
City Manager



C.A.Cury EXHIBIT J

From: Steve Colvin [Steve Colvin@dnr state mn us]
Sent: Frniday, April 13, 2007 10 25 AM - - -
To' sidney stnckland@stricklandplic com
Subject: Stevens County. MN abandonment
Stevens County
Stnckland pdf

Attached please find the FIRM and Floccway maps in the area of the BNSF
abandonment in Meorrais, Stevens County, Minnesota (S5TR Docket No. AB-¢ (Suc No. 457X)).
Thas shows trat the wncle arca by Morris is on a TEMA floodplain panei tnat 1s »ot
pranted. When tre pansals are not prirted, 1t means tnat therc 1s no LRMA mapped
fleedrlain o that whole panel.

Stever. Colvin

DNR - Ecniogical Services
500 Lafayette Rd

St Paul, MM 53155-:1025
{651) 259-5082



Federal Emergency Management Agency

Community Status Book Report

MINNESOTA Reporl Level State
Communities Parlicipating in the National Flood Program
Current Regular or
Indial FHBM  Inital FIRM Effectve Map Emargancy
cid Community Name County Idenitied Idontiiod Date
270170# MAPLE PLAIN, CITY OF HENNEPIN COUNTY 05034 09/02/04 09/02/04 06/22/84
2705864  MAPLEVIEW, CITY OF MOWER COUNTY 04/18/75 05/15/84 05/15/84 05/15/84
270378C  MAPLEWOQD, CITY OF RAMSEY COUNTY 0517774 08X05/86 0B/05/86(M)  OB/OS/BE
2705800B  MARINE-ON 8T CROIX, CITY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY 0315/74 09/27/85 08/27/85(M)  09/27/85
2706388  MARSHALL COUNTY" MARSHALL COUNTY 03727/81 07/18/83 10/16/87 07/18/83
270258%  MARSHALL, CITY OF LYON GCOUNTY 1102173 08/30/77 12/21/79 09/30/77
270641 MARTIN COUNTY * MARTIN COUNTY 05/20/77 0%/01/88 08/01/88(L) 090188
270053A  MAYER, CITY OF CARVER COUNTY 11723173 04/16/76 05/29/02 05/29/02
270487#  MAZEPPA, GITY OF WABASHA COUNTY 0719174 12/15/81 06/20/00 02/12/90
2706168 MC LEOD GOUNTY * MCLEOD COUNTY 06/03r77 02/04/81 08/18/92 02104181
270773 MCGREGOR, CITY OF AITKIN COUNTY 08112/97(E)
270588 MCINTOSH, CITY OF POLK COUNTY 11/28/74 11/20/74 08/23/01(E)
2704624 MEDFORD, CITY OF STEELE COUNTY 04/12/74 09/02/81 09/02/81 09/02/81
2706904 MEDICINE LAKE, CITY OF HENNEPIN COUNTY 1217776 04/15/82 09/02/04 04/15/82
270171#  MEDINA, CITY OF HENNEPIN COUNTY 08/28/74 09/03/80 09/02/04 08/03/80
270280#  MEEKER COUNTY " MEEKER COUNTY 07/20177 09/01/88 00/01/88(L)  09/01/88
2704508  MELROSE, CITY OF STEARNS COUNTY 0411274 05/19/81 05/19/81 05/19/81
2704938  MENAHGA, CITY OF WADENA COUNTY 04112174 01/30/76 03/28/97(E)
270110 MENDOTA HEIGHTS, CITY OF DAKOTA COUNTY 1172373 (NSFHA) 0622/84
270109 MENDOTA, CITY OF DAKOTA COUNTY 02/08/74 (NSFHA) 04/15/85
270367A  MENTOR, CITY OF POLK COUNTY 12/20/74 07002176 01/31/03(E)
2702708 MIDDLE RIVER, CITY OF MAHSHALL COUNTY 071974 02/01/84 02/01/84 02/01:84
2707414 MIDWAY, TOWNSHIP OF ST LOUIS COUNTY 12120174 02/19/92 02/19/92(M)  03/21/97
270111 MIESVILLE, CITY OF DAKCTA GOUNTY 07ner4 {NSFHA) 12721/78
270280%  MILACA, CITY OF MILLE LAGS COUNTY 05M0/74 C5/05/81 05/05/81 05/05/81
2708244  MILLE LACS COUNTY ® MILLE LACS COUNTY 02/m2/re 09/27/85 08/27/85(M)  09/27/85
2701724 MINNEAPOLIS, CITY OF HENNEPIN COUNTY 03122174 01/18/81 09/02/04 02/18/81
2702594 MINNEOTA, CITY OF LYON COUNTY 05/03/74 04/08/00 04/06/00 04/06/00
2705298  MINNESOTA CITY, CITY OF WINONA COUNTY 0B/02/74 07Ho82 07N982 o719/82
2701744 MINNETONKA BEACH, CITY OF HENNEPIN COUNTY 060774 09/02/04 09/02/04 06/22/84
270173  MINNETONKA, CITY OF HENNEPIN COUNTY 082374 05/19/81 09/02/04 o511 el
270175¢  MINNETRISTA, CITY OF HENNEPIN COUNTY 0111378 08/27/85 08/02/04 08/27/85
275243A  MONTEVIDEO CITY OF CHIPPEWA COUNTY 05/268/72 08/29/75 06/26/72
270541# MONTICELLO, GiTY OF WRIGHT COUNTY 05/24174 11/01/79 11101779 110179
275244#  MOORHEAD, CITY OF CLAY COUNTY c2/19/72 02118172 05/04/87 0218172
2700458  MOOSE LAKE, CITY OF CARLTON COUNTVY 0517774 09/168/85 09/18/85(M}  09/18/85
2702168  MORA, CITY OF KANABEG COUNTY 0411274 veTh) e d 09/01/77 0101177
270465 MORRIS, CITY CF STEVENS COUNTY 05/10/74 05/15/97\E)
2708178  MORRISON COUNTY * MORRISON COUNTY 04/21/78 06/01/81 06/15/81 06/15/81
270395%  MORTON, CITY OF RENVILLE COUNTY 01/09/74 12/16/86 12/18/86 12/18/86
2703008 MOTLEY, CITY OF CASS Nﬁ)UNTYMCHRISON 08/02/74 06/19/89 06/18/89(M)  08/19/89
cou

2701764  MOUND, CITY OF HENNEPIN COUNTY 06/07/74 09/29/78 08/02/04 09/2978
2703794  MOUNDS VIEW, CITY OF RAMSEY COUNTY 05/03/74 03/02/83 03/02/83 03/02/83
2704244 MOUNTAIN IRON, CITY OF 8T LOUIS COUNTY 11/26/76 02/23/79 04724/02(E)
270307#% MOWER COUNTY * MOWER COUNTY 03/21/75 0716779 07he79 07he79
270473 MURDOCK, CITY OF SWIFT COUNTY 08/23174 0216106 {NSFHA) 0B/22/184
2708458  MURRAY COUNTY * MURRAY COUNTY 11/05/76 05/03/90 05/03/80 05/03/90
270770 NEW AUBURN, CITY OF SIBLEY GOUNTY 03/26/97(E)
270380#  NEW BRIGHTON, CITY QOF RAMSEY COUN™Y 05/31/74 09/01/78 08/1/78 09/01/78
270177#  NEW HOPE, CITY OF HENNEPIN COUNTY 09/06/74 01/02/81 09/02/04 01/02:81
For Ot cial Use Only Page 7 of 15 Creale Time Mon Apr 09 06 30 46 EDT 2007
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., Suire 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854 EXHIBIT K

Siovry £ STRICKLAND, JR

Sidney Strickland@stricklandplic com
March 26, 2007

Kenneth Westlahe, Chuef
U 'S Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5

Metcalf Building
Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis

77 West Jackson Boulevard
Mailcode B-19J
Chicago, IL 60604

Re. STH Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 457X) BNSF Rallway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Stevens County, MN

Dear Mr Westlake

BNSF Railway Company {(“BNSF”) plans to file with the United States Surface Transportation Board
(“STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority in the above-referenced docket to abandon C 65 miles of
railroad {ine between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65, near Morns, 1n Stevens County, Minnesota (“the

L.mne™)

The abandonment of the 19-milc rail hne from Starbuck to Mornis, MN (MP 67 to MP 86) was effected on
September 8, 1983 There were no customers on the remaining line between MP 86 and MP 87 15 where nt
connects with BNSF’s mamnline in Morms  This portion was used for car storage for a short time by local
operations As storage necds lessened, pieces of track were removed on what was considered to be
discontinued nght of way between MP 86 and MP 86 65 This trackage has been gone for more than 20
vears The line between the mamline and MP 86 65 1s still intact and continues to be used for storing track
matenal It 13 not BNSF’s policy to remove track within the jurisdiction of the STB before going through a
formal abandonment proceeding and BNSF has recently implemented internal and external procedures to
censure that future track remeval does not occur prior to recetving proper authonity However, this Line was
salvaged pnior to those certain measures being mn place

As part of the environmental report BNSF 15 preparing as part of its Notice of Exemption with the STB,
BNSE must inquire with you as to whether or net this action will be consistent with Federal, State or local
water quality standards  Also, please state whether or not Section 402 and/or National Pollutant Discharge
Elunination System (“NPDLS") permits are required as a result of the proposed abandonment For your
relerence, | have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line  Please provide this information to
me by Apni 25, 2007 If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 338-1325

'hank you i advance for your cooperation

Sincerely,
Stickland, Jr ‘ ;%% -

Fa
Enclosures
SLS/cac

STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No 457X)



EXHIBIT L

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

State Historic Preservation Office

April 19, 2007

Mr Sidney Strickland, Jr

Sidney Stnckiand and Associates
3050 K Street NW, Suite 101
Washington, D C  20007-5108

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Rallway Company
Abandonment of 65 miles of rail ine between milepost 86 00 and milepost
86 65 near Morns
Morris, Stevens County
SHPO Number 2007-1574

Dear Mr Strickland

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the above project [t has been
reviewed pursuant to the responsibilities given the State Historic Preservation Officer by
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and the Procedures of the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation (36CFR800)

In our opinion, the rail ine as a whole, historically known as the Little Falls and Dakota
Line, 1s eligible for the National Register of Historic Places You have noted that there is
one bridge located along this proposed abandonment and have indicated that more
documentation (the Environmental and Historical Report) 1s forthcoming We would
expect that the issue of the line’s eligibility be addressed as part of this documentation

We look forward o reviewing the Environmental and Historical Repoit and to consuiting
further with you about the effects of this undertaking

Contact us at 651-259-3456 with questions or concerns

Sincerely,

Dennis A Gimmestad
Government Programs & Compliance Officer

15 e dloge Bty an] West /it Pand, Minnesona S3002-1900/7 Tole ploue 6312270 6120



EXHIBITM

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

State Historic Preservation Office

June 14, 2007

Mr Sidney Stnckland, Jr
Sidney Strickland & Associates
3050 K Street NW, Suite 101
Washington, D C 20007-5108

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company
Abandonment of 65 miles of rall ine between milepost 86 00 and milepost
86 65 near Morris, Stevens County
SHPO Number 2007-1574

Dear Mr Strickland
We last wrote you regarding the above referenced proposal on 18 April 2007

Your earlier submittal indicated that the segment of line proposed for abandonment
included one bridge  You have now written us with an indication that this information
was Incorrect, and that the segment includes no bridges

Our letter indicated that this line meets National Register criteria  Generally,
abandonment without protective measures constitutes an adverse effect We have no
recommended mitigation for this abandonment

Contact us at 651-259-3456 with questions or concerns

Sincerely,

st Do

Bnitta L Bloomberg
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

A5 Reelluggg Boalenard Wosst 780 Paul, Minnesota 3310219007 1 b photie 631-200-01 31



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(c) and 8(c)

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSE™), by and through s authorized representative, Sidney L
Strickland, Jr, certifies that on July 27, 2007, BNSF sent copies of the foregoing Environmental and
Historic Reports by first class matl 10 the following agencies

Wilham Lorenzen

Environmental Review/Justice Coordiator
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Scrvice
375 Jachson Street, Surte 600

Samt Paul. MN 55101-1854

Robert] VWhiting

L S Army Engicer District, St Paul
190 I 1fth St East

St Paul. MN 55101-1683

Marcia Siechman

U § Burcau of Land Management Eastern States
Milwaukee Field Office

626 E Wisconsin Ave

Suite 200

Milwaukee, W1 53202-4617

Margaret Kuchenreuther

Chair, Mornis Planning Commussion
City of Morns

PO Box 438

Morris MN 36267

Robert Maydwell
National Park Service
Midwest Region

601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NL 68102-4226

Steve Colvin

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lajayette Road

St Paul, MN 55155-4040

Patnick G Carroll

Big River Region

U S Fish and Wildhile Service
| Federal Dnive

BHW Federal Building

Fort Snelling, MN 55111-4056

Charleen Grossman

Planning and Zoning Administrator
Ortonville City Offices

315 Madison Avenue

Ortonville, M\ 56278

Robert ] Richert

Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of 1 ransportation
395 John Ireland Boulcvard

St Paul, MN 55155-1899

Kenneth Westlahe, Chiet

US Environmental Protection Agency. Region 3
Metealf Building

Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis

77 West Jachson Boulevard

Mailcode B-19J

Chrcago, 1L 60604

STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub Ne 457\)



Denmis A Gimmestad

Government Programs & Compliance Officer
Minncsota Historical Socicty

335 W Kellogg Blvd

St Paul. MN 55102-1906

Mayor Sheldon Giese
City of Morrs

PO Box 438

Morms MN 56267

Edward R Larson
City Manager

609 Oregon Avenue
PO Box 438
Moms, MN 56267

Minnesota Department of’ Administration
200 Admumstration Building

50 Sherbume Avenue

St Paul, MN 55155

Jim Thoreen
County Coordinator
P O Box 530

400 Courthouse
Morrts, MN 56267

Lawrence Zdon

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Laflayette Road N

St Paul. M\ 55155-4194

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West 1 ighway

Silver Springs, M) 20910-3282

Ms Victoria Rutson

Chief. SLA

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S W
Washington D C 20423-0001

I he required cover letters (pursuant 10 49 C F R 1105 11} are attached hereto BNSI has
consulted with all appropriate agencies n preparing the reports

ST B

Sidney e Strickland, Jr

Swdrfey Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K Street N W

Sune 101

Washmgton, D C 20007

STB Dacker No AB-6 (Sub “v 457\

rJ



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SuITe 101
WasHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIATY D ONTRICh_AND IR

gy Sinchlmnd 7 stk Lindpll, cum
July 27, 2007

Ms Victoria Rutson

Chief, SEA

Surface I'ransportation Board
JO5S F Street, S W
Washington D C 20423-0001

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Rallway Company—Abandenment
Exempuon — m Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Ms Rutson

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSE™) plans on filing with the
Surface I'ransportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of L.xemption secking authority to abandon 0 65
miles of raulroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milcpost 86 65 in Morris. Stevens County,
Minnesota (the “Lme™) Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and histone effects, as well as a map of the
affected area

Sincerely,
S H Y,
Sidpey’L Swnckland, Jr /

Enclosure
SLS/cac

ST 8 Docket Xv AB-6 (Sub No 457N)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST.N.W , Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE 202-338-1325
FaXx. 202-295-3854

SIDN YT SRR AND, JR
dicney Sirichla wd g singklandplly yom

July 27, 2007

William L.orenzen

Livironmental Review/Justice Coordimator
L.SDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
375 Iackson Street, Suite 600

Sainl Paul, MN 55101-1854

Re SIB Dachet No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSI Railway Company—Abandonment
[Fxemption - in Stevens County., Mmncsota

Dear Mr 1L orenzen

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSE™} plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™} a Nouce of Exempuion seching authority to abandon
0 65 mules of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 1n Morris, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the “Line™) Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historie efTects, as well as a map of’the
affected area

We arc providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis tor the ST1B's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding  [Fany of
the information 1s misleading or incorrect, 1f you believe that pertinent information 1s missing, or
1f you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SCA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 |- Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone {202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadines for processing thus action, vour written comments to SLA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weehs

Your comments will be considered by the STB n evaluating the envionmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action  If there arc any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Sirickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washmgton, DC 20007

Thank you n advance for your cooperation

Enclosure
SI.S/cac

STB Ducker No 4B-6 tSub No 4577}



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST1. N.W., Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SONEY L SIRICKLAND, IR

Sudner Sincklamd & siriklandplly ., om
July 27, 2007

Steve Colvin

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Latayctte Road

St Paul, MN 55155-4040

Re SIB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Compuny—Abandonment
Fxemption — 1n Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Mr Colvin

On or about August 16, 2007, BN\SF Railway Company (“*BNSI"") plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board ("S't B™) a Notice of Exemption secking authority to abandon
(0 65 nules of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 in Morris, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the “Line™) Attached are Environmental and Histuric Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected arca

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and lhistoric analyses of this proceeding  If any of
the information 1s misleading or incorrect, 1f' you believe that pertinent information is missing. or
if you have any questions about the S TI3’s env ironmental review process, picase contact the
Section of Cnvironmental Analysis (SEA). Surface Transportation Board, 395 L Street, S W,
Washmgton, DC 20423-0001, [elephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Becausc the applicable statutes and regulations immpose stringent
deadlines for processing this action. your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB 1n evaluatimg the environmental and/or
histonic preservation impacts of the contemplated action  If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

I hank you 1n advance for your cooperation

Sincgrely
B L)
-47. M%’

Sinckland, Jr

SLS/cac

STB Docker \vo AB-6 fSub No 457}



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NW., Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE. 202-338-1325
Fax' 202-295-3854

SIWNLY L STRICKIAND, JR
5

Siduey Strichlnd g str. klundplly coxn
July 27, 2007

Robert ) Whiting

US Army Engincer District, St Paul
190 Filth St East

St Paul, MN 55101-1683

Re STB Dochet No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company-—~Abandonment
Exemption — in Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Mr Whiting

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface | ransportation Board ("STB™) a Notice of Nxemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of ruilroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 in Morns, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the “Line™) Attached are Fnvironmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historie effects, as well as a map of the
affected arca

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STR's independent environmental and historic analyses ot this proceeding  [f any of
the information 1s misleading or incorrect, 1f you believe that pertinent information 1s missing, or
1f you have any questions about the S'TB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportauion Board, 395 E Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001. Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weehs

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action  [f there are any questions concerning
this proposal, plcase contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thanh you i1n advance for your cooperation

Strickland, Ir

Scgrely,

Enciosure
SLS/cac

STB Docket No 4B-6 (Sub Ne 457\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUTE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNFY L SIRICALAND, JR

Sudney Strahland i stricklsndplly com
July 27, 2007

Patnick G Carroll

Big River Regron

U S Fish and Wildlife Service
I Federal Drive

BHW Tederal Bmlding

Fort Snelling, MN 55111-4056

Re SIB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSI Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Mr Carroll

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSI™) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (ST 13™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority lo abandon
0 65 miles of railroad hine between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 in Morris, Stevens
County. Minnesota (the *Line™) Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports deseribmg the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic eflects, as well as a map of the

affected arca

We arc providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the S1R's independent environmental and historie analyses of this proceeding [ any of
the imtormation 1s misleading or incorrect, if you believe that perunent information 1s missing, or
if vou have any questions about the $ I'l3's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SFA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket Mo
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the apphcable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your wrilien comments to SCA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action  If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by tclephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mazl at Sidney
Stnickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you 1 advance for your cooperation

SLS/eac

STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NW., Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE 202-338-1325
Fax' 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L SIRICKLAND, JR
Suney Strickland e stk laadpll, com
July 27, 2007

Marcia Siechman

U § Bureau of Land Management Eastern States
Milwaukee Field Office

626 © Wisconsin Ave

Suite 200

Milwaukee, WI 33202-4617

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Raillway Company—Abandonment
Exeniption — in Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Ms Sicchiman

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Raillway Company (“BNSF™) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Cxempution seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad hine between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 m Morris, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the “Line™) Attached are Environmental and 1listoric Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historie effects, as well as a map of the
atfected arca

We arc providing thesc reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STD’s mdependent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding [ any of
the intormation 1s misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 1s missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Scction of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board. 395 E Street, S W,
Washmgton, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your wntten comments 1o SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB n evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action Il there are any questions concerning
this proposal, pleasc contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338- 1325 or by mail at Sidney
Sinickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Sireet, N W . Suite 101. Washmgton, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your caoperation

SIW Strickland, Jr
Enciosure
SLS/cac

STB Docket No AB-6 rSub No 457\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLL.C
3050 K ST. N.W,, SUITE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE. 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SITNIY T SIRICAI AND, IR

Sudnes Strickland ot sinehlandplic vem
July 27. 2007

Charleen Grossman

Plannimg and Zoning Adm:nistrator
Ortonville City Offices

115 Madison Avenue

Ortonville, MN 56278

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Rallway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — 1n Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Ms Grossman

On or aboul August 16, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BN\SI'™) plans on liling with
the Surlace Transporiation Board (“STB") a Notice of [.xempuion seeking authonity to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 m Mornis, Stevens
County. Minnesota (the “[.ine™) Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
propused action and any expected environmental and historie effects, as well as a map of the

aflected area

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the $1B°s independent environmental and istonic analvses of this proceeding  1f any of
the mformation 15 misleading or incorrect, 1f you believe that pertinent information 1s missing, or
i vou have any questions about the STB's ens ironmental review process. please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SE.A), Surface Transportauon Board, 395 T Street, S W',
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295. and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Bcecause the applicable statutes and regulations impuose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
udlersigned) would be appreciated within three weehs

Your comments will be considered by the STB 1n evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation unpacts ot the contemplated action 1 there arc any questions concerning
thrs proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strichland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, NDC 20007

Thank »ou m advance for your cooperation

Simcgsely,
_,/
Z \ // -
5 . Strickland, Jr
osure

ATB Docker Nu AB-6 (Sub Ao 457Y)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST.NW., SUITE 101
WasSHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L STRICKI AND, JR

Sudnev Strschland ¢ strcblandplly com
July 27, 2007

Margaret Kuchenreuther

Char, Moms Planning Commntission
Citv of Moms

PO Box 438

Morris M\ 56267

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSI Railway Company —Abandonment
Exemption — in Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Ms kuchenreuther

On or about August 16, 2007, BNST" Raillway Company (“BNSF™) plans on filing with
the Surface I'ransportation Board (“S1B™) a Notice of Exemption seching authority 1o abandon
0 65 mtles of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milcpost 86 65 in Morns. Stevens
County, Minnesota (the “Lme™) Attached are Environmental and Ilistoric Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic etfects, as well as a map of the
affected arca

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the S B's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding  If any of
the information 1s misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 1s missimg, or
if you have any questions about the SI'B’s environmental review process, please contact the
Secuion of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street. S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0293, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub o 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the SI'B n evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action  If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mal at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washmgton. DC 20007

Thank vou n advance for your cooperation

7 W%

Sincgrely,

Strickland, Jr

SL.8/cac

STRB Docket No 4B-6 {Sub No 457\}



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K §1. NW,, Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIMIY L S1ack:ann, Iz

Sedney Stiichland ¢ stincklandpll, com
July 27, 2007

Robert] Richert

Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
393 John Ircland Boulevard

St Paul, MN 55155-1899

Re SI1B Dochet No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSI Railway Conipany --Abandonment
Fxemption - in Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Mr Rickent

On or about August 16, 2007, B\SF Railway Company (“BNSF™) plans on filing with
the Surface Iransportation Board ("STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority 1o abandon
0 65 miles of railroad hine between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 in Morris, Stevens
County, Minnesola (the “Line™} Attached are Environmental and 1historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the

aflected arca

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the $113s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding  1f any of
the mformation 18 misleading or incorrect, if you beheve that pertinent information 15 missing. or
if you have any questions about the STB's ens ironmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board. 395 E Street, S W .
Washington, DC 20423-0001. lelephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Dochket o
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Becausc the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your wrilten comments (o SEFA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the $TB 1n evaluating the environmental and’or
historie preservation impacts of the contemplated action I there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite [C1, Waslungton, DC 20007

‘Thank you 1n advance for your cooperation

Sincerely,

SI S/cuc

STR Dacket No AB-6 (Sub Mo 1§7\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST.NW., Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE' 202-338-1325
FAx 202-295-3854

SINEYL & Kt =l apy, JR

Stdugy Sy klamd i strichlaadplle vom

Robert Maydwell
National Park Service
Midwest Region

601 Riverfront Drive
QOmaha, N 68102-4226

July 27, 2007

Re SI1B Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSIH Railway Company—Abandonment
Lxemption — 1n Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Mr Maydwell

On or about August 16. 2007, BNST Railway Company (“BNSI™) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (*STB™) a Nouice of Exemption secking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad hine between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 1n Morris, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the “*Line™) Attached are Environmental and Histonic Reports descnibing the
proposed action and any expected eny ironmental and historie effects, as well as a map ol the
allected arca

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the $T3s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding  1f any of
the information 1s misleading or incorrect, 1f vou behieve that pertinent mfurmation 15 missing, o1
if vou have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Secuon of Environmental Analvsis (SEA), Surface “Transportation Board, 395 E Street. S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, l'elephone (202} 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub o 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SCA (with a copy Lo the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservauon impacts of the contemplated action I there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PI [.C, 3050 K Street. N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you i advance lor your cooperation

Stnckfand. Jr

Simcerely.

STB Docket o 4B-6 (Sub Mo 457X



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST. N.W, SuIte 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE. 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

S UMLY L STRICKLASD JR
Sidney Strichlamd g stricklandplic vom

July 27, 2007

Kenneth Westlahe, Chiel

U S Fnvironmental Protection Agency. Region 5
Metealt Building

Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis

77 West Jachson Boulevard

Mailcode B-19)

Chicago, I1. 60604

Re STB Dochet o AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNST Raillway Company-—Abandonment
Exemption — in Stevens County., Minnesota

Dear Mr Waestlake

On or about August 16, 2007, BNST Railway Company (“BNSTI™) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of I'xemplion seching authoriy to abandon
0 65 miles ot railroad line between Milepost 86.00 and Milepost 86 65 1n Morris, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the “Line™)  Attached are Lnvironmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effeets, as well as a map of the
affected aren

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basts for the STB's independent eny ironmental and historic analyses of this proceeding  1f any of
the information 1s misleading or incorrect, 1f you believe that pertinent mformation 15 missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Secuon of Lavironmental Analysis (SLA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street. S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Dochet No
ADB-6 (Sub No 457X) Bcecause the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action. your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB 1n evalvating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action [t there are any questions concerning
this proposal. please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K $treet, N W, Suite 10]1. Washington, DC 20007

Thanh you 1n adyvance for your cooperation

7 2L
Sldl};ySlrlckI;md. Jr % )
Enclosure

SI S/cac

ST Docket Mo AD- (Sub No 457\u



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST N W., SuITE 101
WasHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE' 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-295-3854

STONLY L S1RICKI AKD, JR

Suines Struhland 7stri klandpll com

July 27, 2007

Dennis A Gimmestad

Government Programs & Comphance Officer
Minnesota FHistorical Society

345 W Kellogg Blvd

St Paul, MN 55102-1906

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSI Railway Company—Abandonment
Excmptton ~ in Stevens County. Minnusota

Dear Mr Gimmestad

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNS!I ™) plans on filmg with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 mules of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 in Morns. Stevens
County, Minnesota (the “[.ine™) Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historie eltects, as well as a map of the
altected area

We are providing these reports so that vou may review the mformation that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analy ses ol this proceeding  [f any of
the information 1s misleading or incorrect. 1f you believe that pertinent information 1s missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Secuon of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface I'ansportation Board. 395 E Street. S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, l'elephone (202) 245-0293, and refer to the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Bceause the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weehs

Your comments will be considered by the ST'B 1n evaluating the environmental and/or
histonc preservation smpacts ol the contemplated action  If there are any guestions concermung
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sudney
Strichland and Associates, PILC, 3050 K Street. N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

I hank you m advance for your cooperation

Strickland, Jr
Enciosure
SLS/cac

STB Docket ho AB-G (Sub Mo 457\



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
J050 K ST.N.W , SuITe 101
WAsHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE. 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

S1NLY L STRICK AND, JR
Sidney Sinchland fstriklandpll, com

July 27,2007

Jim Thoreen

County Coordinator

PO Box 530

400 Courthouse

Morris, MN 56267
Re SIB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Railway Company —Abandonment
[Ixemption —in Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Mr Thoreen

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSI" Raillway Company (*BNSI*") plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad linc between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 in Mornis, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the “Line™) Attached are Cnvironmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and istonc eftects, as well as a map of the
affected arca

We are providing these reports so that vou may review the information that wall form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and lustoric analyses of this proceedmng  [fany of
the information 1s nusleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 15 missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's ¢nvironmental review process, please contact the
Scetion of Lnvironmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S W',
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadhines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three wecks

Your comments will be considered by the STB m evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action  If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, pleasc contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Sunte 101. Washington. DC 20007

Thank you tn advance for your cooperation

SLS/cac

STB Docket No 4B-6 (Sub Ne 4577}



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SuiTE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax 202-295-3854

SIDNFY [ STRILKILAND, JR

Sidpey Stncklandgesticklundplic vom
July 27, 2007

Mayor Sheldon Giese
City of Morris

PO Box 438

Morris MN 36267

Re STI'B Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Raillway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - 1n Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Mr Giese

On or about August 16, 2007. BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF") plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) 2 Notice of Exempiion secking authority to abandon
0 65 mules of railroad line between Milcpost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 in Morris, Stevens
County, Minncsota (the “Line”) Attached are Lnvironmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic eflects, as well as a map of the
affected arca

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the $1B's independent environmental and historie analyses of this proceeding  1f any of
the information 1s misleading or incorreet, 1f you believe that pertment mformation 1s missing, or
il you have any questions about the S 1B°s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer ta the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy 1o the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weceks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the cnvironmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action [ there are any questions concernimg
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidncy
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank vou 1n advance for vour coaperation

7 L

Strichland, Jr

Smcgrely,

Enclosure
SLS/cac

8T8 Docket Mo AB-6 (Sub No 457Y)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N W., SuTe 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE® 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SINTY L SIRICKLAND, JR

Sudney strcklandistri, klandpllc vom
July 27, 2007

Lawrence Zdon

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road N

St Paul, MN 55155-1194

Re SI1B Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSI Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - 1n Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Mr Zdon

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Raillway Company (*"BNSF") plans on filing with
the Surfuce Transportation Board (“*STB™) a Notice of Fxemption secking authority to abandon
0 65 mules of ralroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 in Morris, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the “Line™) Attached are Environmental and IHistoric Reports desenibing the
proposcd action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area

We are providing these reports so that you may review the informauon that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceedmng  [f any of
the mformation 1s misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 1s missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's ens ironmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Tclephone (202) 245-0295, and refer ta the above Docket No
AD3-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadhnes for processing this action, your written comments 10 SEA (with a copy 1o the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB 1n evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action  1f there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-13235 or by mail at Stdney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street. N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you in advance lor your cooperation

Sincgrely,
7 A
/. Strickland, Jr 4 |
Enctosure
S1.S/cac

ST8 Docket No AB-6 (Sub Mo 457Y)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST.NW , SuIte 101
WasHinGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE 202-338-1325
FAX" 202-295-3854

SIONEY | SIRICKLAND, JR
Sidnes Strchlapd ¢ stk landplls vom
July 27. 2007

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Nauonal Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Re STB Dochet No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Raillway Company—Abandonment
Fxemption — 1n Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Sir or Madam

On or about August 16. 2007. BNSF Raillway Company (“"BNSI™) plans on filing with
the Surface I'ransportation Board (*STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
0 65 miles of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 in Mornis, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the “Line™) Atached are Environmental and [listoric Reports describing the
proposed action and any ¢xpected environmental and historie elleets, as well as a map of the
affected area

We arc providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding  If any of
the information 1s misleading or incorrect, if you belicve that pertinent inlormation 15 missing, or
if you have any questions about the $113°s environmental review process. please contact the
Sccuion of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 L Street. S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephonc (202) 245-0295, and refer 10 the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) DBecause the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your writtcn comments 1o SEA {with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB i evaluating the environmental and/or
histonic preservation impacts of the contemplated action  If there are any questions concernimg,
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strichland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street. N W, Swite 101. Washington. DC 20007

T'hank you in advance for your cooperation

Sineerely,
S L S0,

Sldng' Strickland. Jr
Enclosure
SLS/cac

STRB Docket No AB-fiSub No 357\



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST.N W., SuIte 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIONFY L. STRICKLAND, JR

Sudney Strickly s @ stk landplly vom
July 27, 2007

Edward R Larson
Cily Manager

609 Oregon Avenue
PO Box 438
Momis, MN 56267

Re SiB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 457X) BNSF Raihway Company—Abandonment
Cxemption — in Stevens County. Mmnesota

Dear Mr Larson

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSI*") plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exemption secking authority to abandon
0 65 milcs of railroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 in Mormis, Stevens
County, Minnesata (the “Line™  Attached are Environmental and Historie Reports deseribing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic eftects, as well as a map of the
aftected area

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding Il any of
the information 1s misleading or incorrect, 1f vou believe that pertinent information 15 missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Scetion of Cnvironmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board. 395 E Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Dochet o
AB-6 (Sub No 457X} Becueause the applicable statutes and regulations unpose stringent
deadhines for processing this action, your written comments to SFA {with & copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB 1n evaluating the environmental and/or
historie preservation impacts of the contemplated action  1f there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strnickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperation

Sincerely, M
7\ r .

Sidney'l. Strickland, Jr
Enclosure
SLS/cac

STB Docket No 4B-6 (Sub No 457\]



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W.,, SUITE 101
WasHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

S DNY L STRICKLAND R
Sidney Stnckland Fstrivklandplle vom
July 27,2007

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Admimistration Building

50 Sherburne Avenuc

St Paul, MN\ 55155

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 437X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
LCxemption - 1n Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Sir or Madam

On or about August 16, 2007, BNSF Raillway Company (“BNSI™) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™} a Nouce of Exemption secking authority to abandon
0 65 nules of rarlroad line between Milepost 86 00 and Milepost 86 65 1n Mornis, Stevens
County, Minnesota (the “Line™) Attached are Environmental and Fistoric Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as weil as a map of the
affected area

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding  If any of
the information 1s misleading or incorrect, 1f you believe that perbinent information s missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Convironmental Analysis (SEA), Surface [ransportation Board. 393 E Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the aboy e Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 457X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB 1n evaluating the enviromimental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action [ there are any questions concerming
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Stnckland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperation

Sincegely,
7 A

Strickland, Jr

SL.S/cac

STB Dacket No 4B-6 (Sub No 457\,



