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January 22, 2009

Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
Washington, DC 20423

Victoria Rutson, Chief

Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DG 20423-0001 \/\ D%

Re: ’0\?"\ ENTERE e
Consohidated Rail Corporation — Office
Abandonment Exemption —

In Hudson County, NJ AB 167 (Sub-no. 1189X) \X O(}\

CSX Transportation, Inc.
Discontinuance Exemption - ‘a\
In Hudson County, NJ AB 55 (Sub-no. 636X)

Norfolk Southern Rallway Co. - n 9\\/\ L)( \ 0

Discontinuance Exemption - d‘
In Hudson Gounty, NJ AB 290 (Sub-no. 306X)

Reply and Request for Consulting Party Status

| am writing to you on behalf of the Village Neighborhood Association (VNA), a not-for-profit corporation representing The
Village neighborhood of Jersey City

It has come to our attention that on the date of January 6, 2009, Conrail et al filed a Notice of Exemption in the cases
referred to above Concurrently, Conrail et al filed "Comments™ and “Motion to Stay Effective Date of Venfied Notices of
Exemphon and to Waive Pre-Filing Notification Requirements™

The Village Neighborhood Association strongly opposes class exemption procedures in this wadely contested case H 1s the
opinion of the VNA Board of Directors that an abandonment authonzation within the schedule Conrail et al suggest cannot
be done in compliance with the National Histonc Preservation Act (NHPA) sections 106 and 110 (k). 16 US C 470f and
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470 h-2(k} or the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) section 102, 42 US C 4332 Indeed, we believe that abandon-
ment authonzation 1s barred by NHPA Section 110 (k), because Conrail and its developer partner have engaged in anticipa-
tory demolition of these rail assets

We urge the completion of a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to address the many issues raised by this potential
abandonment

It has also come to our attention that our organization has the potential to be granted consulting party status in an NHPA
Section 106 review via this formal request It 1s my hope at this time to be honored with consulting party status

The Village Neighborhood Assaciation shares and embraces many of the same hopes for the preservation of this struc-
ture as other neighboring associations fortunate enough to be graced by this truly lustoric Embankment At the turn of the
century many residents of The Village helped n the construction of the Harsimus Branch Embankment, and it has become
a ving monument to those that have called The Village therr home over the many decades of its existence

It 1s umque to the city of Jersey City, and has become the common thread that extends beyond each neighborhood 1t
touches 1t brings each seemingly disconnected area of the city together, with the shared hope of reahzing the wision so
thoughtfully championed by the tireless work of the Embankment Preservation Coalibion

The posttive effects reach far beyond the geographical boundanes of the above mentioned structure Mary Benson Park,
which 1s adjacent to its western end, would be greatly impacted by the preservation of the Harsimus Branch Embankment,
while breathing new life into this once vibrant area of The Village

Certificate of Service
I hereby certify that on January 22, 2009, | caused a copy of this correspondence to be served by first class mail on
thase appearing on the attached Service List.
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Charles H Montagne
426 NW 162nd Street
Seattle, Washington 98177

Mayor Jerramiah T Healy
City Hall
280 Grove Street
Jersey City, NJ 07302

Valeno Luccio
Civic JC
PO Box 248
Jersey City, NJ 07303-0248

Jill Edelman, President
Powerhouse Arts Distnct
Neighborhood Assoc
140 Bay Street, Unit 6J
Jersey City, NJ 07302

Gretchen Scheiman
President

Histonc Paulus Hook Association

121 Grand Strest
Jersey City, NJ 07302

Gregory A Remaud
Conservation Director
NY/NJ) Baykeeper
52 West Front Street
Keyport, NJ 07735

Frtz Kahn
1920 N Street, NW
8" Floor
Washing, DC 20036-1601

Robert M Jenkins

Mayor Brown LLP

1909 L Street NW
Washington, DC 20006
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Stephen D Marks, Director
Hudson County Planning Division
Justce Brennan Court House
583 Newark Avenue
Jersey City, NJ 07306

Michael D Selender -
Jersey City Landmarks Conservancy
PO Box 68
Jersey City, NJ 07303-0068

Enc Fleming, President
Harsimus Cove Associahon
Box 101
344 Grove St
Jersey City, NJ 07302

Robert Crow
President
The Village Neighborhood Association
365 Second Street
Jersey City, NJ 07302

Robert Vivien
President
Newport Neighborhood Association
40 Newport Parkway #604
Jersey City, NJ 07310

Sam Pesin
President
Friends of Liberty State Park
75-135 Liberty Avenue
Jersey City, NJ 07306

Damel H Frohwirth
Jersey City Landmarks Conservancy
30 Montgomery Street
Suite 820 .
Jersey City, NJ 07302

Mark Mauncllo, Commussioner
NJ Department of Environmental Protecuon
401 East State Street 7" Fl East Wing
PO Box 402
‘I renton, NJ 08625-0402

Ron Emnch
Executve Director
Preservation New Jersey
30 S Warren Strest
Trenton, NJ 08608

Jennifer Greely
Harmlton Park Neighborhood Association
22 West Hamilton Place
Jersey City, NJ 07302

Dan Webber
Vice-President
Van Vorst Park Associaton
289 Vanck Street '
Jersey City, NJ 07302

Dolores P Newman
NJ Committee for the
East Coast Greenway
PO Box 10505
New Brunswick, NJ 089068

Dantel D Saunders
Deputy State Histonc Preservahon Officer
State Historic Praservation Offica
NJ Department of Environmental Protection
PO Box 404
Tranton, NJ 08625-0404

Maureen Crowley, Coordinator
Embankment Preservation Coalibon
263 Fifth Street
Jersey City, NJ 07302



