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City of Lawton, Engineering Division

103 S W 4th Street = Lawton, Oklahoma 73501 = Phone 580-581-3385 » Fax 580-581-3366
Shipping Address 2202 S W 3rd Street = Lawton, Okdahoma 73501
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January 14, 2009 omo%

Honorable Anne K Quinlun

Acting Sccretary partot
Surface Transportation Board mw

195 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Reference  Unton Pacific Railroad Company Abandonment in Comanche County.'OI\I.nhum.l STB
Docket No AB-33 {Suh-No 267x)

Dear Ms Quinlan

This reguest 1s Liled on behall of the City of Lawton, Qklahoma, which 1s a municipalin inerested in comseivation
und/or recreanon, etc , which 1 heremafier referred o as “proponent™

Whilc not taking a pusition on the merits of this abandonment, proponent reguests 1ssuance ol & Public Use Condifon as
well as a Certificate or Nolice of Intersim Trarl Use rather than an outnight abandonment authonzation hetween M P
5075 near Fort Sull to M P 54 60) south of Lawton, a divtance of 3 85 mules

A Public Use Condition

Proponent requests the STB to find that this property is suitable for other public use. specifically trail use and 1 place
the following conditions on the abandonment:

l An order prohibiting the carrier from disposing of the corndur, other than the tracks, ties and signal equipient

except of public use on reasonable terms The justitication for this condition is thea the < corveder weudd make ar ev ellent
recreational trail/inkepath and comersion of the property 1o tratl wve i desned by the commumty  In additon the
corridor prevides unportant wildlife habuat and greenspace und s preservatient as a redcreanonal trail/inkepath 1
comvistent with that end  The ime perod sought 1s 180 duys from the effecuve date of the abandonment authorization

Proponent needs this much time because we have not had an apportunity (o assemble or (o review ttle information o
camplete a tril/bikepath plan

2 An order barring removal or destruction of potential trail-related structures such as bridges., trestles, culverts and
tunnels The justification for this condition i1s that these struc tures have consuierable value lor recreational tranl purpises
The ume period requested 1s 180 days from the effective date of the abandenment authorization for the same reason as
indicted above

B Interim Trail Use

The rlroad right-ol-way in this proceeding is suntahle lor ratlbanking  Tn addition to the public use condiions sought
above proponent also makes the following request

To prowide efficient, eflective and responsive customer onented service delivery To provide a qualty of life based on harmany
and cooperaton. To provide leadership and opportunity for southwest Oklahoma.
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STATEMENT OF WILLINGNESS TO ASSUME FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

In order to establish mterim trail use and rail banking under section B(d) of the National Tranls System Act, 16 USC
81247(d) and 49 C FR 81152 29, City of Lawton 1s wilting to assume full responsibility for management of, for any
legal hability anising out of the transfer or use of (unless the user 1s immune from liability, 1n which case it need only
indemaufy the railroad against any potential liability), and for the payment of any and all taxes that may be levied or
assessed aganst the right-of-ay owned by Union Pucific Rarlroad Company and operated by same

The property. known as the Lawton Industrnial Lead extends from railroad milepost 50.75 near Fort Sill 1o railroad
mulepost 54 60 south of Lawton, a distance of 3 85 miles in Comanche County, Oklahoina  The night-of-way 15 part of a
line of railruad proposed tar abandonment 1n STB Docket No AB-33 (Suh-No 267X)

A map depicting the right-of-way 1s attached

The Cin of Lawton acknowledges that use of the nght-of-way 15 subject to the user's continumg W meet s
responsibilities described above and subject to posstble future reconstruction and reactivation of the night-of-way for rail
service

By my signature below, 1 cernify service upon Union Pacific Ratlroad Compamy, 101 N Wacker Drove. Room 19020),

Chicago, Ithnows 60606-17-18,by U S Mail, postage prepaid, first class, on Januvary 15, 2009

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the City of Lawton,

Jerry Ihler,
Public Wurks Director/City Engineer

Atiachment
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