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Dear Sceretary Quinlan:

Enclosed for filing with the Board are the onginal and ten copies of combined Nouices of
Exemption for the above-descnibed abandonment (Consohidated Rail Corporation) and
discontinuance of service (CSX Transportation, Inc and Norfolk Southern Raillway Company),
which are submulied pursuant to 49 C.ILR §1152 50 Three copies on compact dishs are
included as well. See49 C FR §1104.3(b)1)

Conrail previously filed 1n this proceeding, on March 6, 2008, an Environmental and
Histoncal Report, along with copies of letters 10 governmental apencies and officials and
responscs trom those agencics, mn accordance with 49 CF R §§1105.7, 1105 8, and
1152.50(d)}(1). Conrail 1s further fiting with this combined Notices of Exemption a
Supplemental Environmental and Historical Report, along with copies of agency
correspondence Conrail has recerved sinee March 6, 2008

Conrail is submitting a single check in the amount of $11,100 to cover the filing fee
(83.700 for cach of these three Notices of [xemption).

Mayer Brown LLP operates in combination with our associated English imied habiity partnershup
and Hong Kong partnership {and its associated entities in Asia)



Mayer Brown LLP

Annc K. Quintan
February 26, 2009
Page 2

Because Conrail has alrecady submutted a filing fee i this case, Conranl 1s also filing the
onginal and ten copics of a “Motion for Waiver and Refund of Filing Fee,” pursuant to 49 C F R
$1002.2(c)(2).

Please date-stamp the encloscd cxtra copies of the pleadings and return them to our

representative.
Sincerely yours,
)27 }zf
Robert M .lenkms

RMJ/bs

Enclosures
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STB NO. AB 167 (SUB-NO. 1189X)

CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORPORATION - ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -~ IN
HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

STB NO. AB 55 (SUB-NO. 686X)

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC. - DISCONTINUANCE EXEMPTION - IN HUDSON
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

STB NO AB 290 (SUB-NO. 306X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY - DISCONTINUANCE
EXEMPTION - IN HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ETe
VERIFIED NOTICES OF EXEMPTION LT RPECEIVED
FEB 2 6 2009

L IRFACE
TRANSPORTATION BOARD

1 Consolidated Rail Corporation (“"Conrail™) hereby files its Venfied Notice of

Exemption pursuant to 49 C F.R. 1152.50 to abandon property. descnbed below, that the Board
has determined 1s part of a line of railroad subject to the Board’s abandonment authonty. CSX
Transportation, Inc (*CSX'1™) and Norfolk Southern Railway Company (“*NS™) hereby file their
Venfied Notices of Exemption pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1152 50 to discontinue service over the
same property. A map showing the location of the property and more specifically describing the

portion to be abandoned 1s attached hercto as Exhibit A,

Name. Harsimus Branch




Location’ City of Jersey City, Hudson County. New Jersey

Description of Track. Rail ﬁgl{t-of-way running from CP Waldo (Milcpost 0 00) n the
City of Jerscy City to a point east of Washington Strect (Milepost 1.36), which traverses
Umnited States Postal Service Zip Codes 07302, 07306, and 07310 (According to the
Board, the Milepost at CP Waldo 1s 2 54 and the Milepost at a point ncar Manin
Boulevard 1s 1.30. The Board has not assigned a Milepost number to the point cast of
Washington Strect. See Cuty of Jersey Citv, Rails to Trais Conservancy, Pennsylvania
Railroad Harsimus Stem Embankment Coalition, and New Jersey State Assemblvman
Lowis M. Manzo—Pect. for Dec Order. STB Fin Dkt. No 34818 (served Aug 8, 2007),
shp op. at 1.)

Length of Track 1.36 milest

2. Applicants certify that (a) no local or overhead tratfic has moved over the
property for at least two years, (b) any overhead traffic that has or could move over the property
can be rerouted, and (¢} no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the property (or a
state or local government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service over
the property either 1s pending before the Board or any United States District Court or has been

decided 1n favor of a complainant within the last two years.
3. The proposed consummation date of the abandonment 1s April 17, 2009

4, The exact names of the applicants arc Consolidated Rail Corporation. CSX

Transportation, Inc., and Norfolk Southern Railway Company (*Applicants™).



5 Applicants are common carricrs by railroad subject to Subtitle IV, Part A, of Title

49, United States Code, and arc not a part of any other railroad system.

6. The relicf Applicants scck 15 abandonment of and discontinuance of service over

the above-descnbed property that the Board has detcrmined 1s part of a line of railroad

7 Applicants’ represcentatives o whom correspondence relating to this matter should
be addressed are John K. Ennighi, Associate General Counsel, Consolidated Rail Corporation,
1717 Arch Street, 32™ Floor, Philadclphia, PA 19103, Telephone (215) 209-5012, and Robert M
Jenkins 111, Mayer Brown LLP, 1909 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006, Telephone (202)

263-3261.

8 Possible public uscs that have been suggested for the property include pubhic park
use, public trail usc, and light rail use. The propcrty east of Milcpost 0.18 has previously been
sold to various private and public development entities. Sce Crtv of Jersev City, Rails 1o Trails
Conservancy, Pennsylvania Rallroad Harsimus Stem Embankment Coalition, and New Jersey
State Assemblyman Lowis M. Manzo—Pctition for Declaratory Order, STB Fin. Dkt. No 34818

(served August 9, 2007), slip op. at 4-5.

0. Applicants acknowledge that the Board must require provisions for protection of
the interests of employcces as a condition of any abandonment and that 1t may not 1n the exercise

of its exemption authonty relicve a rail carmier from an obligation to protect the interests of



cmployees. See 49 U.S.C. 10903(b)(2) and 10502(g), as amended Applicants believe that the
appropriate level of labor protection to be imposced 15 that contamned 1n the conditiens st forth in

Oregon Short Line Railroad Company — Abandonment — Goshen, 360 1.C C. 91 (1979)

10 On March 6, 2008. Applicants filed with the Board an Environmental and listoric
Report 1n conformance with49 CF R 1105.7 and 1105.8. Attached as Exhibit B is a
Supplemental Environmental and Historic Report providing additional environmental and
histonic preservation information with respect to possible indirect impacts ansing from reuse of
the property  (Conrail docs not concede that such indirect impacts would be caused by the
proposcd undertaking within the meaning of cither the National Environmental Policy Act or the

National Historic Preservation Act.)

I1.  Counsel for Conrail certifics that Conral has sent the letter required by 49 C F.R
1152.50(d)(1) to the agencies and enfitics specilied (a copy of which 1s attached hereto as Exhibit
C), that Conrail has served copies of the Supplemental Environmental and Historic Report on all
of the agencies and entitics specified in 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(b). 1105.8(c), pursuant to a letter
conforming to the requircments of 49 C F.R. 1105 11 (a copy of which is attached hercto as
Exhibit D), and that Conrail has served the Notices of Exemption, including the Supplemental
Environmental and Historic Repont, on the parties on the service list 1n these proccedings
Counsel tfor Conrail also certifies that the requirements of 49 C F R 1105 12 have been fulfilled
by the publishing of a notice on Fcbruary 24, 2009, 1n the Star-Ledger, a ncwspaper of general
circulation in Hudson County, New Jersey A copy of the text of this notice 1s attached hereto as

Exhibit E.



DATE: February 26, 2009

John K. Ennght

Associate General Counsel
CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORPORATION
1717 Arch Street, 32nd Floor

Philadelphia, PA 19103

(215) 209-5012

yITPX /"“_

Robert M. Jenk
Kathryn Kusske F loyd
MAYER BROWN LLP
1909 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 263-3261



VERIFICATION

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA

Jonathan M Broder, being duly sworn, makes cath and says that he 1v Vice President -
General Counsel and Corporate Secretary of Consoliduted Rul Corporation, that he has been
authorized by proper corporate action of Consolidated Rail Corporation to verify and file with
the Surtace Transportution Board the foregoing Notces of Exemption, that he has genceral
knowledge of the fucts und matters relied upon 1n such Notices: and that all representations st

forth therein are true and correct to the best of his knowledge. information and behef.,

( / Jonathan M. Broder

Sworn To and subscribed Before Me This

ED&L)’ of l € br‘gg:# . 2009

l\oury Publu

T - COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
NOTARIAL SEAL

ROBERT B. DZURO, mu&m.:‘n
- Mycmmm' "'smmm 2012




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I hereby certify that on February 26, 2009, 1 caused a copy of the forcgoing “Venficd
Notices of Exemption™ to be served by first class mail (except where otherwise indicated) on

those appearing on the attached Service List.

7 Pter

Robert Mcchkins 111




SERVICE LIST

Charles H. Montagne (By Overmight Mail) Stephen D. Marks, Director

nd Hudson County Planning Division
gczegtty\ﬂlfghmsg;?:t%lﬂ Justice Brennan Court House
’ 583 Newark Avenue

Jersey City, NJ 07306

Bradley M. Campbell, Commissioner Mayor Jerramiah T. Healy
State Historic Preservation Oftice City Hall

NJ Department of Environmental Protection 280 Grove Strect

401 East State Street Jersey City, NJ 07302
"P.O. Box 404

Trenton, NJ 08625-0404

Michacl D. Selender Ron Emrich

Vice President Executive Dircctor

Jersey City Landmarks Conservancy Preservation New Jersey

P.O. Box 68 30 S Warren Street

Jersey City, NJ 07303-0068 Trenton, NJ 08608

Valerio Luccio Eric Fleming

CivicJC President .

PO Box 248 Harsimus Cove Association
P.O. Box 101

Jersey City, NJ 07303-0248 Jersey City, NJ 07302



Jennifer Greely

President

Hamilton Park Neighborhood Association
22 West Hamilton Place

Jersey City, NJ 07302

Robert Crow

President

The Village Neighborhood Association
365 Second Street

Jersey City, NJ 07302

Gretchen Scheiman

President

Historic Paulus Hook Association
121 Grand Street

Jersey City, NJ 07302

Dolores P. Newman

NJ Commttee for the East Coast Greenway
P.O. Box 10505

New Brunswick, NJ 08906

Sam Pesin

President

Fniends of Liberty State Park
75-135 Liberty Avenue
Jersey City, NJ 07306

Jill Edelman
President

Powerhouse Arts District Neighborhood Assoc.

140 Bay Street, Unit 6J
Jersey City, NJ 07302

Dan Webber
Vice-President

Van Vorst Park Association
289 Varick Street

Jersey City, NJ 07302

Robert Vivien

President

Newport Neighborhood Association
40 Newport Parkway #604

Jersey City, NJ 07310

Gregory A. Remaud
Conservation Director
NY/NJ Baykeeper

52 West Front Street
Keyport, NJ 07735

Daniel D. Saunders

Deputy State Histonc Preservation Officer

State Historic Preservation Office

NJ Department of Environmental Protection

P.O Box 404
Trenton, NJ 08625-0404



Damel H. Frohwirth

Fritz Kahn Jersey City Landmarks Conscrvancy
1920 N Street, NW
4 30 Montgomery Street
8" Floor
Suite 820

Washington, DC 20036-1601 Jersey City, NJ 07302
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EXHIBIT B



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC 20423

STB NO. AB 167 (SUB-NO. 1189X)

CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORPORATION — ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION — IN
HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

STB NO. AB 55 (SUB-NO. 686X)

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC. - DISCONTINUANCE EXEMPTION - IN HUDSON
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

STB NO AB 290 (SUB-NO. 306X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COVIPANY - DISCONTINLANCE
EXEMPTION - IN HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICES OF EXEMPTION

SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT
Consolidated Rail Corporation (“Conrail™) submits this Supplemental Environmental and
Historic Report 1n accordance with 49 C.F.R §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8 ' Conrail previously
submitted an Environmental and Historic Report 1n these proccedings on March 6, 2008, The
March 6 Report focused on the direct eftects of the abandonment 1tself. There are none, because
the line the Board has detcrmined 1s a Jine of railroad (“Harsimus Branch™) has been out of

service for many years and all of the track and track structurc have been removed.

I Conrail, CSX Transportation, Inc, (*CSXT"), and Norfolk Southern Raillway Company
(“NS™) have filed combined Verified Notices of Exemption for abandonment (Conrail) and
discontinuance of service (CSXT and NS).



As required by 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(c), Apphcants consulted with all appropriatc agencies
n preparing the March 6 Report, and both that consultation and the March 6 Report itselt
generated comments from several parties about potental indirect effects of the abandonment * In
particular, some parties contended that the Environmental and Historic Report should address the
indirect cnvironmental and historic cffects of potential reuse of part of the Harsimus Branch
known as the Sixth Street Embankment. Also, questions were raiscd about whether the Hudson
Strect Industnal Track should have been included in the procceding at all

Applicants delayed filing their Notices of Exemption 1n order to address the concerns that
had been raised Applicants first detcrmined that there was no nced to seck abandonment of the
Hudson Street Industrial Track 1n this proceeding  No party raised any issuc concerming that
track, which has been replaced by subsequent development, and which was always treated as
spur track by Conrml.

Applicants ncxt determined that there 1s scrious doubt about how the Sixth Street
Embankment may be reuscd  As set forth in morc detail in the Area of Potential Effects (“APE™)
Report attached hereto as Appendix A, a number of potential uses have been proposed for the
property, and active ncgotiations continuc about the various possibilitics. Two possibilities,
however, appcar more likcly than others  One is that the Sixth Street Embankment wall be
acquired by the City and converted to a public park. The other 1s that the current owners of the

vanous properties making up the Embankment will be permitted to develop those properties for

* Conrail reccived most of those comments afier it had filed the March 6 Report  Pursuant to 49
C F.R. § 1105 7(d), all of the correspondence that Conrail reccived from agencies that were
contacted in preparing the March 6 Report that were not attached to the March 6 Report are
attached hereto as Appendix C, along with pertinent Conrail responscs. Many of the comments
filed by other partics directly with the Board raised legal 1ssues, which Conrail addressed
“Comments of Consolidated Rail Corporation on Issues Raised by Pre-Filing Correspondence,”
filed January 6, 2009 '



residential housing. Conrail does not believe or concede that either of those reuse possibilitics 1s
rcasonably foreseeablc within the meaning of cither the National Environmental Policy Act
("NEPA") or the National Historic Prescrvation Act (“NHPA™). Moreover. in hght of the need
for the current owners to obtain approval from the Jersey City Historic Prescrvation Commission
for any demolition of the Embankments necessary for the construction of residential housing,
and the need for the City to authonze condemnation and approprate the necessary funds for the
development of a park. Conrail docs not believe or concede that the abandonment undertaking
proposed here could properly be held the proximate cause, within the meaning of NEPA or the
NHPA, of any impacts resulting from the City’s park proposal or the current owners’ residential
housing proposal Applicants determined nevertheless to address those proposals in the APE
Report and in this Supplemental Environmental and |listoric Report
ENVIRONMENTAL

1. Proposed Action and Alternatives. As described 1n the March 6 Report, the
proposed action 1s abandonment and discontinuance of part of a line of railroad known as the
Harsimus Branch, running from Milepost 0 00 to Milepost | 36 1n the City of Jerscy City,
Hudson County. New Jerscy. The STB in Decisions served August 9 and December 19. 2007, in
Finance Docket No 34818 (2007 Decisions), determined that the part ot the Harsimus Branch
running from Milepost 0.00 to Milcpost 0 88 constituted a line of railroad requiring

abandonment authority from the STB.} The STB was not asked to determine, and did not

* There was some confusion in the record in Finance Docket No. 34818 concerning the
appropnate milepost numbers for the Harsimus Branch. Conrail has used milepost numbers that
correspond by length and direction to the station and bridge numbers on the valuation maps (V-
1 01, ST-1 and ST-2) for the Harsimus Branch Onginally, the Harsimus Branch ran from
Milepost O 00 at CP Waldo to Milepost 1.48 on the Hudson River  Before Conrail acquired the
line, however, a large parcel next to the Hudson River had already been sold off for
development. Thus, Conrail 1s secking here to abandon only the property from Milepost 0 00 to



dctermine, that the remainder of the Harsimus Branch required abandonment authonity, however,
to avoid any dcbate about that 1ssuc, Conrail 15 seeking abandonment of all of Harsimus Branch
property that Conrail was deeded that could be ¢claimed to be a line of railroad.

There is no rcalistic alternative to abandonment The right-of-way has not been used for
rail service for many years, all of the track and track structure has long becn removed, and there
arc no shippers currently or potentially interested in rail service.

This history of the Harsimus Branch and the current status of the realty underlying the
nght-of-way 1s sct forth in the STB’s 2007 Dccisions and the attached APE Report  All traces of
the track east of Milepost 0.88 (Marin Boulevard, a/k/a Henderson Strect) have been climinated
by extensive development of the properties for retail, residential, and commercial projects  Thus,
abandonment of the nght-of-way will have no impact, environmental or otherwise, cast of
Milepost 0.88. Similarly, abandonment of the nght-of-way will have no impact on the property
that is stll owned by Conrail, between Milepost 0 00 and Milepost 0.18, because Conrail has no
current plans for that property. Abandonment of the right-of-way between Milepost 0.18 and
0 88 will have not dircct iml;acl on the property, but it will allow the property to be developed by
the City of Jersey City, 1f the City follows through with 1ts announced plans to condemn the
property for park or trail usc and complics with state and local historic preservation
requircments. Alternativcly, 1f the City does not condemin the property, 1t may be developed for
residential housing by 1its current owners, assuming they arc able to obtain the necessary

devclopment permits and approval from the Jersey City Historical Preservation Commussion.

1.36 that Conrail was deeded. According to the Board, the Milepost at CP Waldo is 2 54 and the
Milcpost at a point near Mann Boulevard (which Conrail has designated as Milepost 0.88) 15
1.30. The Board has not assigned a Milepost number to the point cast of Washingion Street that
Conrail has designated as Milepost 1.36. Sce City of Jersev Cuy, Et 11.—Pet for Dee. Order,
STB Fin. Dkt. No 34818 (scrved Aug. 8, 2007), shp op. at 1.



2. Transportation System. As discussed in the March 6 Report, the abandonment
of the unused nght-of-way will have no impact on regional or local transportation systems or
patterns. From the standpoint of possible indirect impact, 1f the City acquires the Embankment
property for a park, there will be temporary dislocation of local tratfic in connection with the
construction of stairways, ramps, railings, bridges, and walkways for the park. If the City does
not acquire the property for a park. and the current owners obtain the necessary permits and
approvals to develop the property for resndcr;tlal housing, there will be temporary disruption of
local traftic in connection with the preparation of the site and the construction of the housing.
Any such temporary disruption would be subject 1o local trattic ordinances and construction
permutting requirements.  The construction of additional housing could marginally increase the
amount of homeowners’ automobule traffic 1n the area, but the number of additional residences 1s
small in relation to the overall number of residences 1n the area, and the normal local planning
and zoning process takes account of traftic impacts

The City and others contend that demolition of the Embankments could adversely attect
transporiation because the property would not be available for possible light rail usc. But, for the
rcasons discussed 1n the APE Report, it is not reasonably foresecable that the property would be
uscd for public transit Ncither the City nor any transit agency has identificd any funding or
taken any concretc steps 1o implement such a plan

3. Land Use. The zoning for most of the parcels ot land between Milepost 0 18 and
0 88 1s consistent with cither park usc by the City or the type of residential housing planned for
those parcels by their owners. One parcel (Block 446, Lot 18A, abutting the New Jerscy
Turnpike) must be rezoned for the type of housing/commercial building planncd there, in the

cvent the City docs not condemn the property for park use In addition, because the Sixth Street



Embankment has been designated an historic landmark, the current owners must obtain the
approval of the City of Jerscy City Historic Preservation Commission before they cun demolish
the embankment structures to prepare the site for residential construction

The Harsimus Branch 1s entirely contained within an urban arca. By letter dated
February 26, 2008, the Natural Resources Conservation Service of the U § Department of
Agriculture confirmed that there 1s no prime farmland in the vicimty of the Harsimus Branch
and, accordingly, the proposed undertaking will have no cffect on any prime agncultural land.

Regarding the Coastal Zone Management Act, by letter dated March 4, 2008, the Oflice
of Permit Coordination and Environmental Review of the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection requested further information concerning the abandonment.
particularly regarding how it would affect the Hudson River Waterfront Walkway and
perpendicular access to the Walkway. Conrail responded by letter dated March 26, 2008,
observing that the abandonment 1tsclf would not involve any type of activity and would have no
cffect on the Hudson River Waterfront Walkway or perpendicular access to the Walkway
Conrail also does not believe that cither possible park use or possible residential housing use of
the Embankment property will have any cffect on land or water uscs within the meaning of the
Coastal Zonc Management Act Nevertheless, Conrail is re-notifying the New Jersey
Department ot’ Environmental Regulation to inquire whether 1t has any additional comments in
light of this Supplemental Environmental and Historical Report

Regarding alternative public uses, the City has indicated 1ts mterest in acquiring the
Embankment property for a park. As noted 1n the March 6 Report, the City and others have also
suggested that the property could be used as a corridor for hight rail use or as part of the proposed

“East Coast Greenway.™ As discussed in the APE report, the current owners have made



proposals to the City for combining such public uscs with private development, contingent upon
the City’s coopcration regarding changes in zoning and permitting required for the private
development None of those proposals as yet has been accepted by the City.

4, Energy. As discussed in the March 6 Report, abandonment of the nght-of-way
would have no energy impacts, becausc the Harsimus Branch has long been out of service From
the standpoint of possible indirect impact, as discussed above, 1f the City were to construct a park
or the current owners were to construct residential housing on the parcels between Milepost (0 18
and 0.88, there may be temporary disruptions of local traffic during some phases of construction,
and some additional fuel use will be attributable to trucks and other equipment used dunng
construction. No long-term indirect energy cffccts are foresceable

5. Air. As discussed in the March 6 Report, abandonment of the nght-of-way would
have nerther ncgative nor positive impacts on air quality, because the Harsimus Branch has long
been out of service

From the standpoint of possible indirect impact, the City has suggested that construction
of residential housing could have a temporary indirect impact on air quahty, due to dust trom
construction activitics. Any such impact, however, would be temporary. Moreover, it would be
required to be mitigated pursuant to a Health and Safety Plan (N.J.A.C 7 26E-1.9) under the
oversight of the New Jerscy Department of Environmental Protection (“NJDEP™).

The type of dust involved here 1s not out of the ordinary for construction projects in
Jersey City. As the City itsclf has pointed out, 1n November 1998, Dresdner Robin, an
cnvironmental consultant for the Jersey City Redcvclopment Agency (the “JCRA™), prepared a
report concerning the environmental condition of the Embankment Propertics A copy of the

body of that report 1s attached hereto as Appendix B It was prepared atter all rail activity had



ceascd on the Harsimus Branch and all track and track structure had been removed At that time,
the JCRA had plans to demolish the Embankments and to construct housing on the property as
part of a redcvelopment project.

As noted 1n its report, Dresdner Robin collected samples from soil borings in cach
embankment as part of a geotechnical and cnvironmental investigation to determine the cost of
demolition of the embankments and the options for rcuse or disposal of the soil used to fill the
embankments. Dresdner Robin states in the report that no volatile organic compounds,
pesticides or PCBs were detected in the soil and that the semi-volatile organic compounds that
wcre detected in cxcess of NJDEP cleanup standards are classitied as nonhazardous waste.
Dresdner concluded that the fill material could be recycled or disposed of at a landfill. Dresdner
further concluded that the material could also be uscd at other city project sites as subsurface fill
matcrial with appropriate engincering controls and maintenance. This type of “histonic fill” 15
prescnt in many properties i Jersey City and elsewhere in Hudson County, and handhng the
matenal has become a routine component of Hudson County real cstate development

NJDEP permuts histone fill to be excavated and disposed of. or to be left in place with
appropriate engincering and mstitutional controls, 1n accordance with NJDEP's Technical
Requirements for Site Remedhation, N.J A C. 7.26E. As with the excavation of any
contaminated matenal, the work is performed by licensed professionals under the oversight of
NJDEP and in accordance with a Health and Safety Plan. A Hcalth and Safety Plan (N J.A.C
7:26E-1 9) governs the proper handling and safety procedures, including dust control and, where
dcemed appropriate by NJDEP, air monitonng to ensure that acceptable air quahity 18 maintained
during the course of work. Disposal of the matenal 1s also overseen by NJDEP pursuant to New

Jersey's solid waste law and its technical regulations



6. Noise. As discussed in the March 6 Report, abandonment of the Harsimus
Branch would have no direct noisc or vibration eftects. From the standpoint of possible indirect
impact, therc may be an increase in noise and vibration arising from construction activity 1f the
City werc to construct a park or the current owners of the Embankment parccls were to construct
residential housing. Such effects would be temporary. Furthermore, the effects would be subject
to the same controls under local ordinances as any other urban construction activity

7. Safety. As discussed 1in the March 6 Repor, there would be no public health and
safcty impacts resulting {from abandonment of the Harsimus Branch From the standpoint of
possible indircct impact, 1f the Embankment properties were partially or completely demohished.
there could be temporary impacts, as discussed above. from dust from historic fill being
excavated and transported from the site. A Health and Safety Plan. including dust control, would
govemn the proper handhing and safety procedures. with oversight by NJDEP.

8. Biological Resources. As discussed in the March 6 Report, there would be no
impact on endangered species, critical habitat, wildlife sanctuary or refuge, or national or state
parks resulting from abandonment of the Harsimus Branch By letter dated March 6, 2008,
Wendy Walsh of the U § Fish and Wildlife Service (“FWS™), New Jersey Ficeld Office, referred
Conrail to an FWS website to determine whether any fedcrally listed specics are in the area. The
FWS website currently shows not federally listed specics in the arca. By telephone call on
February 18, 2009, with Ms. Walsh, Conrail confirmed that there are no federally listed species
n the area.

9. Water. As discussed in the March 6 Report, there is no inconsistency between
Conrail's abandonment of the Harsimus Branch and any applicable water quality standards, and

no requirement for water-related permits. Conrail 1s also unaware of any indirect impact on



water quality or any watcr-related permit requirements that would result from reuse of the
Embankment propertics for a park or residential housing  Any construction activity between
Milepost 0 18 and 0.88 would be over half a mile from the Hudson River, and there are no
wetlands involved Nevertheless, Applicants arc re-nohfying NJDEP, the U 8 Army Corps of
Engineers, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to delermine whether they have any
views 1n this regard  Conrail has alrcady had correspondence with the U.S Environmental
Protection Agency about the lack of direct effects from the abandonment. In the event of a park
or residential housing construction, as with any construction project involving so1l excavation,
provision would need to be made for silt control. The Health and Safety Plan for any such
project would include such mitigation, with oversight by NJDEP.

10.  Mitigation. As discussed in the March 6 Report. there are no direct
cnvironmental etlects resulting from the abandonment of the Harsimus Branch  Any possible
indirect cffects resulting from the demolition and construction involved in building a park or
residential housing would be temporary  Furthcrmore, state and local environmental,

construction, and traffic permitting requirements and plans would amcliorate any such effects.
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HISTORIC
Conrail rcceived a significant number of comments on 1ts March 6 Report concerning

historic preservation issues. Attached to this Supplemental Environmental and Historic Report
as Appendix A 1s an APE Report prepared for Conrail by Richard Grubb & Associates. Inc , a
New Jersey consulting firm that specializes in cultural resources mvestigathions involving railroad
undcrtakings. The Principal Investigators assigned to the project exceed the National Park
Service’s Professional Qualifications Standards for llistorians, Architeciural Historians, and
Archacologists. The APE Report provides considerable supplemental detail regarding every
category of historic preservation information required by 49 C F R § 1105 8(d)(1)-(8) and
covercd by the March 6 Report [t also responds to most of the historic preservation concerns
expressed 1n the comments Conrail received.

Respectfully submitted,

John K. Ennight

Associate General Counscl

CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORPORATION

1717 Arch Street, 32nd Floor

Phitadelphia, PA 19103
(215) "()9-5012

éobert 7& Jen S lll

Kathryn Kusske l-loyd
MAYER BROWN LLP
1909 K Strcet, NW
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 263-3261

Dated: February 26, 2009

4 Conrail responded to the legal 1ssues raised by some commenters in 1ts “Comments of
Consolidated Rail Corporation on Issues Raised by Pre-Filing Correspondence,” filed January 6,
2009
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INTRODUCTTON

Consolidated Rail Corporanon (Conrail), CSX Transportauon, Inc. (CSXT), and Norfolk Southern
Railway Company (NS) are requesung approval from the Surface Transportanon Board (STB) to
abandon and discontinue freight service on a railroad right-of-way known as the Harsimus Branch,
Milepost 0.00+- to Miepost 1.36+-, i the City of Jersey City, Hudson County, New Jersey (Figure
1). The abandonment itself will have no direct impact on historic propertes in the right-of-way or
in the surrounding arca, However, possible acuons by third parues after the abandonment is
approved may be regarded as reasonably foreseeable and potenually causing indirect changes to
historic propernies. This report has been prepared to delineate the Area of Potenual Effects (APE)
for a cultural resources invesugation in complance with Secuon 106 of the National Histonic
Preservation Act of 1966. The report also outlines a proposed methodology for conducting the
invesugation, recommends consulung and interested parues, and suggests a public parucipation plan
to inutiate Section 106 consultanon among Conrail, the STB, the New Jersey Histonc Prescrvauon
Office (HPO), and other consulung parues.

THE HARSIMUS BRANCH

In a deasion 1ssued August 9, 2007, 1n Docker No. 34818, the STB held that part of the Harsimus
Branch running between Waldo Avenue and Marin Boulevard constituted 2 hne of ratlroad requning
abandonment authonization. As described 1n the STB’s decision, the Harsimus Branch ran from a
main-hine connecdon at Waldo Avenue into Harsimus Cove Yard on the Hudson River. (There was
some debate in the deasion about the applicable milepost numbers. For convenience, we use here
milepost numbers for the nght-of-way drawn from the historic Valuanon Maps.) The City of Jersey
City and others sought a declaratory order from the Board only for the part of the Harsimus Branch
running between Waldo Avenuc and Mann Boulevard, but the City claimed that the enure Harsimus
Branch was a hine of railroad requuiring abandonment authorizanon. Accordingly, Conrail is seeking
abandonment authonty for all of the Harsimus Branch nght-of-way that it ever owned.

The Harsimus Branch nght-of-way extends through a highly developed, urban landscape
charactenzed by passenger and freight rail lines, modern highway viaducts, contemporary single-
story commercial and mdustnal buildings, warehouses, a cemetery, parking lots, public parks, athletnc
fields, atrached and detached town homes, civic and religious buildings, and mulu-story residential
and business structures ranging in age from the mud-mneteenth century to the present day. The
western end of the right-of-way begins at Milepost 0.00 inside the Bergen Cut, a 40-foot deep
channel cut through a ndge of wap rock on the western side of Jersey City. The track (no longer
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extant) onginally descended along a gende gradient to the edge of Bergen Hill where an under-grade
viaduct (dismantled) and a series of stone-lined embankments carned the elevated line over the
lower flats and streets down to the Jersey City waterfront

The Harsimus Branch has been our of service since 1992 Brndges that once formed the viaducr and
connecting links betrween the stone embankments were removed beginmng mn 1994 Only the
viaduct abutments, piers, and embankment segments, located on the middie and western part of the
night-of-way, remain standing. All other railroad-related resources such as bridges, culverts, stavons,
interlocking towers, signals, bulkheads, and other structures no longer survive

Most of the property underlying the right-of-way has been sold for development. Conrail owns the
fee interest only 1n the western parr of the right-of-way, from Milepost 0 00 to 0 18. The fee interest
in the middle part of the nght-of-way between Milepost 0.18 and 0.88 1s divided nto eighe parcels
owned by eight limited hiability companies (LLCs) controlled by SLH Properues (SILH). The fee
interest 1n the easternmost part of the nghr-of-way between Milepost 0.88 and 1.36 1s owned by
several different enudes. That part of the nght-of-way has been completely wransformed by modern
urban renewal and development of retail, residenual, and hotel properues. No trace of the nght-of-

way r<mains.

As a result of the STB’s August 2007 decision, development of the eight parcels in the middle of the
Harsimus Branch nght-of-way cannot proceed unul the STB authorizes abandonment of the nght-
of-way. Once abandonment 18 authonzed, the Mayor of the City of Jersey City has announced his
intennon to seek acquusition of those parcels for public use under 49 U.S.C 10905, under N.J.S.A.
48: 12-125.1, or by eminent domain In September 2004, the City adopted an ordinance authorizing
acquisiuon of those parcels for park and tail use. If funding becomes available and the necessary
transit agencies are interested, the Mayor has also expressed an interest in using part of the nght of
way for hght transit

SLH has submitted a number of proposals to the City that would permut the eight parcels to be
developed and used for park, trail, and transit purposes, while maintaining the embankments largely
intact. These alternatives are not based on current zoning requirements and require the agreement
of the City and other agencies 1n order to be implemented. To date, however, the City has not
accepted any of these proposals. Absent the City’s agreement to one of thesc alternauve proposals,
ot the City’s acqusiton of.the properues by emincnt domain or purchase, SLH has pursued
development approvals that would allow economic development of the properties consistent with
local land use requirements. The embankments and bridge piers on those eight parcels would be
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demolished. On the westernmost parcel (Block 446, Lot 18A) abutting the New Jersey Turnpike, a
four-story mixed-use building (upper three floors residental; ground floor commercial) would be
constructed, consistent with zoning standards. Contextually sensitive three-story town homes would
be built on six of the parcels (Block 247, Lot 50A; Block 280, T.ots 50A & B-1, Block 317.5, Lot
50A; Block 354.1, Lot 50A; Block 389.1, Lot 50; Block 415, l.ot 50). On the easternmost parcel
(Block 212, Lot M) adjoining a baseball field and Bed, Bath, and Beyond retail store, a ten-story
apartment building would be constructed, SLH has received a number of development approvals;
however SLH has not received all of the permits that would be required to proceed with its plans

once abandoament 1s authonzed.

Given the sigmficanr uncertaintes surrounding development of the eight middle parcels, 1t mught
well be concluded that no parucular change 1n historical properues 1s reasonably foreseeable as an
indirect consequence of the STB’s approval of Conrail’s abandonment of its night-of-way. Two
potential indirect outcomes, however, are arguably sufficicntdy foreseeable ro be considered 1n
connection with the abandonment undertaking. (1) the City’s plans to acquire and develop the
parcels for park and trail use and (2) SLH’s plans to develop the parcels for residennal use.
Accordingly, the mits of the APE for the Harsimus Branch invesogation 1s being drawn to
accommodate the possible indirect effects stemming from these two potenual outcomes. No
reasonably foreseeable change will occur to the first part of the nght-of-way that 15 sull owned by
Conrail, because Conrail has no specific plans for disposiion or development of that property, and
the City has not claimed that it plans to acquire the property by condemnation or otherwise.
Simulacly, no reasonably foreseeable change will occur to the easternmost part of the nght-of-way
that has already been developed. Nevertheless, to ensure a broad scope for Section 106 purposes,
the entirety of the nght-of-way 1s proposcd to be included in the APRE

AO IAL EFFECTS

The APE 15 defined 1n 36 CI'R 800.16(d) as follows:

The geographic area or areas withun which an undertaking may directly or indirectly
cause changes in the character or use of historic properues, 1f any such properties
exist. The area of potennal effects 1s nfluenced by the scale and nature of the
undertaking and may be different for different kinds of effects cause[d} by the
underwaking.



Included within the APE are those locations where an undertaking may result in disturbance of the
ground, from which elements of the undertaking may be visible from public areas, and where the
activity may result in changes in traffic parterns, land use, or public access. The APE for archaeology
and architecture are different as a result of this definition.

APE-Archacology

The APE-Archaeology includes the area that could be physically impacted by an undertaking.
Speafically, the APE-Archaeology includes the potentual hmues of disturbance within the entire
length and width of the nght-of-way proposed for abandonment (Figure 2)

S-ATCNI rc

The APE-Architecture includes the entire area of the APE-Archaeology and the area in which the
project may directly or indirectly cause changes in the character or use of historic properties (Figure
3). As a genceral matrer, the APE-Architecture encompasses land adjacent to and in the immediate
vianity of the Harsimus Branch nght-of-way. However, the potential visibihty of a possible 110-
foot apartment building, as permitted by local zomng, on the easternmost embankment parcel
requires a broader APE in the vianity of that building Three techmiques have been employed to
debincate the APLE-Architecture: clectronic viewshed mapping; computer-generated building
simulations; and field reconnaissance.

The western end of the APE-Architecture encompasses the parcel between Milepost 0.00 and 0.18
that 18 sull owned by Conrall. Tt begins at the bottom of the 40-foot deep Bergen Cut, whuch 1s
currently unhized by the Port Authonty Trans Hudson (PATH) transit system. Resources located on
the north nim of the Bergen Cur, immediately above the Harsimus Branch, are less than 50 years of
age; resources located on the south nm are approximately 75 feet away from the Branch and are
largely less than 50 years of age Because above-ground resources on both rims of the Bergen Cut
are located high above the Harsimus Branch, are largely less than 50 years of age, and are beyond the
reach of direct or indirect effects from the proposed undertaking, the APE-Architecture has been
confined to the area enclosed by the walls of the Bergen Cut. The remainder of the western end of
the APE-Architecture follows the contours of the properues that are immediately adjacent to the
right-of-way between Milepost 0 00 and 0.18 (see Figure 3).

The eastern end of the Harsimus Branch beyond Milepost 0.88 (Marin Boulevard) no longer exists,
and the area has been largely developed with modern commercial and residenual builldings. Because
it adjoins the ehgible Warehouse Historic District, the eastern end of the APE-Architecture takes in



a portion of the eligible Warchouse Historic Distnct, as well as cxisting property boundanes
immediately surrounding the location of the old nght-of-way (see Figure 3).

As discussed above, one potential indirect effect of the undertaking that might be evaluated as
reasonably foreseeable is that the City would acquire the exght parcels 1n the middle of the nghe-of-
way for park and traif use. The Mayor’s suggestion that the parcels might ultimately be developed for
mass transit as well is too speculanve to warrant consideration here, since no concrete steps has
been undertaken 1n furtherance of that concept. If the City were to decide not to acquire thosc
parccls, another indirect effect of the undertaking that might be viewed as reasonably foreseeable 15
that such parcels would be privately developed by SLH consistent with local zoning requirements.

The City’s announced plans for park and trail use are expected o have limited physical impact on
the embankments and limited visual effect on surrounding properues. Those plans include the
construction of pedestrian badges berween the embankments, ramps and stairs leading up to the
embankments, and fencing, planungs, and walkways on top of the embankments.

SLH’s plans to demolish the embankments and remaining bridge piers on the eight parcels and
replace them with residential housing would have a physical impact on the embankments and a
hmited visual effect on surrounding properties The housing that would be built on most of the
parcels would consist of contextually sensinve three-story rownhouses along Sixth Street and one
four-story brick mixed-use commercial and apartment building on the westernmost parcel frontung
on Newark Avenuc. Thus, the APE-Architecture for most of the muddie secnon would encompass
a one-half block deep buffer along Fifth and Sixth Streets and a shghdy wider buffer around the
proposed four-story building near Newark Avenue.

Zoning regulations for the casternmost block (Block 212) permut construction of a 110-foot high
building, which would be visible over a broader area; accordingly, the APE-Architecture is expanded
around that block to take into account possible visual cffects within a one-half mile buffer zone.
Computer generated modeling was primanly used 1o determine the extent of the visibility of 2 110-
foot hugh budding (approximately ten stories) A conservative average height of three stories (33
feet) was used to simulate the rest of the buildings in the half-mie buffer zone. Digal elevanon
models were layered over aenal photographs. The areas in which busldings would obstruct views of
the proposed ten-story bullding from all public spaces (streets, patks, surface patking lots) were
filled wath a dark blue crosshatch. The electromic viewshed map for the ten-story bullding appears in
Figare 4. This computer-generated viewshed map was checked using computer-generated
simulations of actual building heights created through Google Earth. The simulanon allows for a
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virrual model of the proposed building to be inserted into the database of existng bullding heights
in Google Earth, then viewed from any point within the half-mile buffer zone. When compared
against the viewshed map, the viewshed map was found to be accurate in regard to the eimunaton
of sightlines due to the heights of inrerceding buildings. Figure 5 depicts a computer-generated
“bird’s eye view” of the proposed building withun the larger cityscape.

Both computer models were also checked n the field and found to accurately reflect condinons on
the ground. Because the modeling and field checking indicate that a poruon of the ten-story
building may be wisible from parts of Hamilton Park in the winterime (when trees have lost their
leaves), the APE-Architecture includes a disconuguous section embracing the whole of this public
area. Photographs of the APE-Archutecture are shown on Plates 1 through 103 and idenufied with
numeric locators on Figures 7 through 7E 1n Appendix B.

D CULTURAL RESOURCES IGATI METHODOLOGY

Conrail proposes to conduct a Cultural Resources Invesngauon through 1ts contractor, Richard
Gruhb & Associates (RGA), 1n order to provide the STB wath informauon needed for the agency to
comply with Secton 106 of the Nauonal Histonc Preservation Act. RGA’s invesngation will
conform with all requirements of the HPO for such studies. The purpose of the Cultural Resources
Invesngauon 1s to determine 1f sigruficant hustonic and/or archaeological resources are contained
within the APE and to assess National Register elgibility and cffects of the abandonment. The
invesugaton 1s anucipated to have three components: (1) background and histoncal research; (2) an
architectural survey; and (3) an archeological survey. RGA will conduct a Phase 1A archeologcal
survey and intensive-level architectural survey to identfy all buildings, stuctures, and objects of
local, state or national significance that appear to meet at least one of the National Register Critena.
All resources more than 50 years of age will be documented on the appropnate HPO survey forms.
The Principal Investigators for this project excced the National Park Service’s Professional
Owalficatrons Standards for both Histonans, Architecrural Histonans, and Archaeologists

1. Backpround and Historical Research

The background and hustorical research will be performed at an early stage of the Cultural Resources
Investiganon. A scarch of existing hterature and map sources will provide a comprehensive overview
of the prehistoric and histontc development of the local area and region. There 15 no shorage of
information concermung the histoty of Jersey City and the Harsimus Branch. Speafically, the
investigation will examine previous cultural resource reports conducted in the vicinity of the APE, as
well as Nauonal Register Nominanions; Histonic Amencan Buildings Surveys; Historic Amencan
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Engineenng Records; HPO files; New Jersey State Museum site files; and local or county inventones
of historic/cultural resources. Primary sources to be consulted include historic photographs, maps,
atlases, plat plans, Sanbotn fite insurance maps, city direcrories, and numerous available railroad
records. Examples of such records include, but arc not hmited to: the New Jersey Secretary of
State’s Transportaion Corporation Records; the 1910-1911 New Jersey Revaluation Field
Notebooks, the 1916-1925 Interstate Commerce Commussion Valuauon Records; the New Jersey
Public Udlity Tax Bureau’s Railroad bompany Annual Reports and Plan Files; the Penn-Central
Corporaton’s Predecessor Company Records; the Stevens Family Papers; and a mulutude of
newspapers, periodicals, and secondary works pertaimng to ralroads and the history of railroading in

New Jersey.

Known Resources
Twelve properues 1n the APE-Architecture arc presentdy ehgible for or listed 1n the New Jersey
and/ot National Register of Historic Places (Figure 6). They include.

e Pennsylvama Railroad (New York to Philadelphia) Histonic Dismer (Muluple SHPO
Opinions; eastern boundary undefined)

e New Jerscy Ralroad Bergen Cut Histone District (SHPO Opiion. 5/21/1999; eastern
boundary undefined)

e Public School No. 5, 182-196 Merscles St (SHPO Opiion: 2/28/1991)

e Pennsylvarua Railroad Harsimus Branch Embankment (SR: 12/29/1999; DOE: 3/16/2000;
COE: 6/9/1999)

e St. Anthony’s Polish Roman Catholic Church and School Complex (SHPO Opinion:
4/13/1994)

» St Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic Church (SR: 12/24/2003; NR: 3/22/2004)

e Hamilton Park Historic District (SR: 4/27/1978; NR- 1/25/1979)

e Harsimus Cove Historic Distnict (SR: 10/15/1987; NR- 12/9/1987)

o 8892 Ene Street, Albaniel Dye & Chemical Co (SHPO Opinion 7/2/1980; DOE:
8/27/1980)

e Warehouse Historic District (SHPO Optnion. 2/28/1991)

e Hudson & Manhattan Railtoad Powerhouse (COE: 10/7/1999; NR: 11/23/2001)

o Great Atlantic & Paafic Tea Company Warehouse (SR 6/2/1978, NR: 6/2/1978; NHL 1D
No. 1504)



Summary descriptions of the important characterisucs and historical significance of these properties
are set forth in Appendix A.

2. Architectural Sugvey
The SR-listed Pennsylvarua Railroad Harsimus Branch Embankment encompasses the six elevated

parcels n the middle of the Harstmus Branch between Brunswick Street and Mann Boulevard
(Milepost 0.36 to 0.88) RGA will conduct an architectural survey of the parts of the Harsimus
Branch nght-of-way located outside of the boundanes of the Embankment structure The survey
will evaluate Nauonal Register ebgibility of the Harsimus Branch both individually and as a possible
contnbuung resource to known hstoric districes, including the New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut
Histonic Distact, and the Pennsylvania Railroad (New York to Philadelphia) Histonc District.

The individually eligible Public School No 5, the histed St. Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic
Church, the individually eligible St. Anthony’s School Complex, the individually ebgible building at
88-92 Ene Street (Albamel Dye & Chemical Co. building), and poruons ot the histed Hamilton Park
Historic District and the listed Harsimus Cove Historic District all fall with the APE-Architecture.,
They are good cxamples of well-established, well-documented, and well-preserved hisroric
properties. As such, the public school, the church, the church school, the dye and chemical building,
and those district buildings that fall withun the APE-Architecture will not be resurveyed as part of
this undertaking, but the potenual effects of the City’s park/trad plans and SLH’s housing
development plans on these buildings will be assessed. Also, because possible project impacts
include the demolinon of the stone embankments within the Harsimus Branch nght-of-way and
construction of residennal housing between or near the Hamilton Park Histonc Distncr and the
Harsimus Cove Histonc District, this invesugation will cvaluate the eligibility of the Harstmus
Branch nght-of-way as a possible contnbuung resource to both districts and assess project effects
on both districts. Three additional previously idenuficd hustoric properties he within the APL-
Architecture at its easternmost end: the ehgible Warehouse Historic District; the hsted Hudson &
Manhattan Railroad Powerhouse; and the listed Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Company Warehouse,
Project effects on these properues, 1f any, will be assessed.

‘The APE-Architccture includes a number of un-surveyed resources more than 50 years of age. They
include commercial, retail, and industnal buildings; parks and monuments; numerous residental
buildings; and railroad resources dating prmarily from the late nineteenth- and mud-twentieth-
centuries. Of particular note are an acuve freight line at the western end of the APE-Architecture
histonically associated with the New Jersey Junction Railroad (part of the New York Central system)
and the National Docks & New Jersey Junction Connecting Railway Company (part of the Lehigh
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Valley system); the Jersey City Cemetery on the corner of Waldo Avenue and Newark Avenue; the
Mary Benson Memorial (1907) and the V.E.W. Monument (circa 1945) at Mary Benson Park; the
Holy Rosary Roman Catholic Church and Pansh House (1903) on Sixth Street; 1ts affiliated school
buddings (1938 & 1953) on Brunswick Steet; the Fifth Ward Savings Bank (1925) on Mamila
Avenue (formerly Grove Street); the St. Anthony’s School (1917) on Eighth Street; and scveral
blocks of brick flats (circa 1890) on Mamila Avenue (formetly Grove Street) and Mann Boulevard
These and other resources more than 50 years of age will be documented on appropriate HPO
Survey Forms and evaluated for individual chyibility and as possible contnbuting resources to larger
historic districts.

The New Jersey Tumpike, which crosses over the project arca, 1s more than 50 vears of age, but the
HPO formally found 1t not eligible for isung 1n the New Jersey or Nauonal Registers in 2006

3. Archaeology Survey

Due to the physical and histonical complexities of this urban seting, RGA will conduct a Phase TA
archacological survey at this ome. If the potenual for significant archaeological resources are
idenufied duning the Phase 1A survey, a Phase 1B survey may be recommended.

The Phase IA archacological survey will include a review of archacological sie files and previous
cultural resources survey reports, and 1t will assess the potential for significant prehistone and
historic resources. The potential for prehustoric resources 1s expected to be low due to disturbances
associated with previous land use n the projecr area. An assessment of potental for hstoric
resources will be derived from a thorough review of atlases and maps and a site visit to observe
existing conditions. An assessment will be made of impacts to archaeological resources that may
potentially contribute to the Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Branch Embankment or any histonc
district 1n the vicimty. It 1s believed that the eastern end of the Embankment was constructed
around timber trestle work that supported the orginal train operations over that poruon of the
Harsimus Branch. Accordingly histonc archacological potential 1s considered moderate to high.

., For the archaeological survey, RGA will conduct a thorough pedestnan survey of the APE-
Archaeology to assess the potenual for sigmificant archaeological resources and document
disturbances that have impacted areas of archaeological sensitivity. Ficld observauons will be
recorded via field notes and digital photography. Known archaeological site locauons, if any, and
historic maps will be closely reviewed prior to the pedesttan survey. If the potential exists for
significant cultural resources, further investigation, or Phase IB-level archacological testng, will be
required by the HPO to determine the presence or absence and preliminary extent of cultural
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deposits, and whether those deposits may be considered potentially eligible for the Natonal Regster
of Historic Places.

PROPOSED PUBLIC PARTICIPAT

Soliciting the views of the pubhc and those groups/individuals with interests in historic preservation
1s a valued part of the Secaon 106 process and helps 1n the idenuficaton and evaluation of histonic
properues that might be affected by the proposed undertaking. Conral’s plans to abandon the
Harsimus Branch have already attracted a great deal of public comment. This informanon will be
collected and reviewed dunng the Cultural Resources Invesnganon Copies of the draft Culrural
Resources Report will be arculated to all Consulung Parues and local preservation
groups/individuals with an idenufied mnterest in hustonic preservaton for their review and comment
Responses to the report will be attached to the final documentauon.

It 1s anncipated that community mvolvement through public forums or other venues will be
coordinated by the STB, 1n consultation with the HPO and Conrail Noaficanon of ume, place, and
content of the meeung(s) wil be sent to property owners, officials, and interested parnes
Documentation of the noufications and responses to the public mecungs will become part of the
final Cultural Resources Report.

Recommended Consgulting Partics

ity of i
Mayor Jerramiah T. Healy
City Hall
280 Grove Strect
Jersey City, NJ 07302

nrail
John K. Ennght
Consolidated Rail Corporation
1060 Howard Bivd., 4th Floot
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054

County of Hudson
Thomas A. DeGise, Hudson County Executive

Jusuce Brennan Court House
583 Newark Ave.
Jersey City, NJ 07306
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1storic Preservan e
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APPENDIX A—SUMMARY DESCRIPTIONS OF KNOWN HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Pennsylvama Ralroad (New York to Philadelphia) Histone District

The Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR) [New York to Philadelphia] Historic District (PRRHD) 1s eligible
under Cntenion A for its associanon 1n the areas of transportation, engineering and commerce and
under Criterion C for engineenng fearures, including cuts, embankments, over-grade and under-
grade bndges, culverts, stanons, interlocking towers, and overhead catenary system. The distnice
comprnses several segments constructed at different nmes by different corporate enddes with
varying recommended periods of significance. The segment between Newark and Jersey City was
onginally built by the New Jersey Railroad (INJRR) between 1832 and 1838, folded into the United
New Jersey Railroad and Canal Company (UNJRRCC) in 1867, and leased to the PRR 1n 1871. On
June 29, 2007, the HPO formally determned that the penod of sigruficance for the enure PRR
(New York to Philadelphia) Histonc District extends from 1863 to 1957 It also noted that the
penod of significance will increase annually, mantaining the 50-year cut-off date, unol the hisronc
district 15 no longer significant under Criteria A and C. The HPO letter did not differenuvate
between the Jersey City-to-Newark segment and other secuons of the eligihble rail corndor. The
eastern boundary of the eligible rail corndor has not been formally idendified.

New Jersey Rarlroad Bergen Caut Historie District

Six previously identified resources compnse the New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Histone District:
the contribuung Bergen Cut; the conmbutng elevated right-of-way between the Hackensack River
and the area west of Tonnelle Avenue; the contributing PATH Bridge over Wallis Avenue, the key
contnbunng Wittpenn (NJ Route 7) Buodge over the Hackensack Ruiver; the key contnibutng
Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Branch (now Conrail/CSX) Bndge over the Hackensack River, and
the key contributing Pennsylvamia Railroad (now PATH) Bridge over the Hackensack River. Bult
under the auspices of the NJRR and completed 1in 1838, the Berpen Cut was a sigmificant
engineenng accomplishment for 1ts ume and provided the first and only pracacal rail route through
the Bergen Hill until the completon’of the Ene Tunnel 1n 1861. (The Bergen Cut should not be
confused with the “Bergen Arches,” also known as “Ene Cut,” which was not constructed by the
Erie Railroad 1n Jersey City unal after the turn of the Twentieth Century.) The District 1s ehgible for
listing 1n the New Jersey and National Registers under Cntena A and C. Tts peniod of significance
begins 1n 1832, when the NJRR was incorporated, and ends in 1937. The district boundanes as
currently defined extend from the westernmost imuts of the approach spans of the key contributing
Hackensack River hft bndges to the easternmost hmits of the Bergen Cut, which has not been
formally located. The approximate boundaries nearest to the APE are delineated on Figure 6.



Public School No. 5, 182-196 Merseles St

Constructed in 1915 following designs prepared by Jersey City architect John Rowland, the four-
story brick and stonc building 1s an mrtact and representative example of the monumental late-
Classical Revival-style msttutonal buildings erected throughout the city during the early twentieth
century. The SHPO Opinion of Elgibility does not 1dentify the eligibility criteria or a period of
significance. Based on the supporting documentanon, Public School No. 5 is architecturally
significant and meets Criterion C. The building has been addinonally recommended eligble under ‘
Cnterion C as part of a thematic historic district based on the work of John Rowland. Rowland was
the architect for the Jersey City Board of Educaton from 190G to 1945. The SHPQ Opiuon 1s
silent on the 1ssue of a themanc district. The resource boundary 1s delineated on Figure 6.

Pennsylvania Ratlroad Harsimus Branch Embankment

Constructed in the period 1901-1905, the Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Branch Iimbankment
compmnses six stone and earthen segments of the former elevated freight line and yard tracks first
concetved by the UNJRRCC 1n the 1860s and completed by the PRR 1n the mud-1870s after its lease
of the UNJRRCC. The elevated portons onginally passed over amber trestlework. Later, 1ron deck
trusses and finally deck plate girders were substituted for the trestle at 1ts western end. Pornons of
the eastern end of the wesde were filled in and may have been encased within the retaming walls,
that form the stone embankments that are present today. The embankment 1s listed on the New
Jersey Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for ss associanons with transporrauon,
community planning and development, and politics/government, and under Crrerion B for its
assoctatons with James J. Ferrs, superintending engineer Its cstablished peniod of significance
extends from 1867 to 1949. The embankment structure consists of the surviving elevated portons
of the Harsimus Branch extending along Sixth Street between Mann Boulevard and Brunswick
Street. The boundates of the structure are delineated on Figure 6.

St Anthony's Polish Roman Cathoke Church and School Complex:

St. Anthony’s Pohish Roman Catholic Church (1890-94) and combined Parochial School and
Convent (1899) are discontiguous contnbutng resources of the St. Anthony's Polish Roman
Catholic Church and School Complex. The complex is ebigible under Caitetion C as an example of
Victonan Gothic architecture. The resource boundanes are limited to the two lots currently
occupied by the bulldings and are delineated on Figure 6. The onginal HPO Opiruon of Eligibility
does not idenufy a penod of significance for either resource (see below).



St Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic Chaurch

The St Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic Church (see above), the oldest Polish church and pansh
in New Jersey, 1s individually histed on the New Jersey and Nauonal Registers undet Criterion A for
irs assocrations with European Ethnic Hentage and the Polish community of jersey City. The
church 1s also histed under Criterion C 1n the areas of architecture and art as an example of both the
Vicronan Gothic and Byzannne-styles and for its surviving collecton of ethnic art, staned glass
windows, and mosaics. The period of significance extends from the building’s construcuon in 1892
to the last major penod of alterations 1n 1940 The property’s boundary includes the lor on which it
stands and is delineated on Figure 6. The Church is also a key contributing resource to the St
Aanthony’s Polish Roman Catholic Church and School Complex (see above).

Hannlton Park Historse Dastrict

The Hamilton Park Historic Distnct gans 1ts distincdon from 1ts intact collection of row houses and
its mid- nineteenth century residential square. Some 518 buildings made up the onginal district when
1t was nomunated to the New Jersey and Nanonal Registers in 1977; they consist largely of residennal
propertics. A small number are rmxed-use, commercial, and institutional i nature. The district
features a wide range of architectural styles, mcluding the Greek Rewvival, Gothic Revival,
Romanesque Revival, and Renaissance Revival. Most are constructed 1n brick; a few are faced with
brownstone. Many include decorative masonry details and iron work. The district 1s significant in the
areas of architecture, landscape architecture, and religron. Although the onginal Nabonal Register
Nomination does not identify the speafic critena under which the distnict was listed, 1t emphasizes
the preservation and strucrural qualities of the resources and 15 therefore assumed to be eligible
under Crtenon C for embodying the disincuve characterisucs of a type, period, and/or method of
construction, and a sigmficant and disinguishable ennty. Based on dates referenced in the
Nomination Form, the period of significance is assumed to extend from circa 1835 to circa 1875,
when the majonty of the buildings were constructed In 1982 the Hamulton Park Histonc District
was extended northward with the inclusion of seven new buildings and four vacant lots The
boundaries of both the ongnal district and the extension are delineated on Figure 6

Harsimus Cove Historse Dusirict

The Harsimus Cove Historic District 1s an example of a2 muddle- and working-class urban residential
neighborhood created duning the sccond half of the muneteenth century Some 431 buildings make
up the distnict and consist pnmarily of well-preserved Italianate-style back town houses of three
stones. A few wood frame buildings remain, and several churches and civic structures make up the
rest of the district. Other represented styles include the Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, Romanesque
Revival, Renaissance Revival, and Beaux Arts. The Harsimus Cove Historic Distrct 1s sigruficant



under Crterion A in the areas of Industry, Poliuics/Government, and Social Humanism, and under
Criterion C in the area of architecture for its distinct and intact collection of bwldings. The Natonal
Register Nomination 1dentified the district’s penod of significance as cxtending from the mud-
nineteenth century (arca 1850) to approximately 1926. The distnct boundaties are delineated on
Figure 6.

88-92 Ernie Street, Albamel Dye & Chenrical Co

Built around 1906 by the firm of Herman Kreither & Hubbard to house the Albaniel Dye &
Chemucal Co., the five-story Romanesque-style structure includes brick beanng walls and elaborate
terra cotta decorative elements It represents the only industral building 1n what 1s otherwise a
residennal area. The property 1s ehigible under Critennon C for archirecrure and 15 a key contributing
resource to the Harsimus Cove Historic District. The resource boundaries compuse the building lot
and are delineated on Figure 6. A formal period of significance has not been established for thus
historic property.

Warehouse Historie District

The Warehouse Historic District 15 an historically significant and virtually intact manufactuning and
distnbudon center with ties to the development of Jersey City and the Port of New York. Its
proximuty to Harsimus Yard helped fuel the distmict’s development, which 1s also linked to many
eatly industries 1n Jersey City. Buildings are located along narrow strcets and mnclude examples of
industrial architecture, including many of reinforced concretc and structural stecl. The Distact is
ebgible for inclusion in the New Jersey and National Registers under Critena A and C. District
boundaries vary, depending on the map consulted. For the purposes of this invesugation, the
boundary has been drawn to encompass the largest mapped area and 1s delineated on Figure 6

Huwdson & Manhattan Raitroad Powerbouse

Listed on the Nanonal Regster of Histonic Places under Criteria A, B, and C for us significance 1n
architecture, engineenng, and transportauon hustory, and for its associanons with Willam Gibbs
McAdoo, the Hudson & Manhatran Railroad Powerhouse 15 a large-scale example of industnal
Romanesque Revival architecture. The coal-fired powerhouse was a technological wonder of 1ts day
and the centerpicce for the first electncally powered trans-Hudson rapid transit rail system
nicknamed the “Hudson Tubes.” The Powerhouse 1s also a key contnbuting resource to the
Warehouse Historic District. Its period of significance extends from 1906 to 1929, and its
boundaries are delineated on Figure 6.



Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Company Warehouse

Between 1900 and 1929, the mne-story, reinforced concrete structure formed part of a larger
manufacturing and distribution center for the Great Adantc & Pacific Tea Company (A&P). Thus
historically important retail chain had its origins 1n the area and grew to become the nation’s largest
by the mid-twenueth century The building retains a hugh level of integnty and is significant 1n the
areas of commerce and architecture. It 1s also a key contnbuting resource to the Warehouse Historic
District and a Nadonal Historic Landmark. Property boundanes are delineared on Figure 6.
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0.25 Miles

Prepared for Richard Grubb and Associates, Inc VIEWSHED
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Block 212, Lot M




AR L

X Nk T

40743:32T554N 74703017385 W

Computer simulated birdseye view of Jersey City depicting & e
possible 110-foot building (red) within the context of the larger ¢ ied to Actual
ciryscape The computer program allows the building to be

Id ‘
vicwed from any point 1n Jersey City (From Google Farth), Building Height

S S




5y

(dheeernreg ae cronstarg] A ey cospngy ) £aea3f g ereqq [2o7% S10) wngy) sansaduad samsy unowy o Jdefy,
9 3l

Y

I R ¥ || T il N M 7 L 7T : e, T g A e g
.. Lssliiol 100 | (mwunxouddy sauwpunng (o861/LT/8 B {L861/501 ] (666122172 300 "000emin __E ) Pyt a3 souiymidorpenr] sinpawssst
]'100Z/ET/LL UN) snotamad | =1 o oo womdy agus) | | 300 osste vondo LA wy ygsezt aniomng P 3oatteestezl us) [l mwdgme wanty _._._:___._..ﬂ.wm:
[ ¥y usuwuompy P UoSPNH | 1o ngie) Susoptyy ssmovaren OdiiS)aang g go-xg @ P suowtg) saoy snunseeyp B 1mnsiq oucisty uawyequry | vpnp rofopanap s «
R N e R ? | 00 1wy  2hq pameqr i ..ﬁ%%fﬁf Ey | Gowgsnwsenyyd | M gmmy - BN L T
! ..____ ' ] | Py \ H 1
H 7 q UL
. uound() OdHS) 1S Sy b-: —
..___ I : /
- i J
L,
L. .fl. - h ¥
& J
- b [HES
I H LTy
) —
e /
7~ . [ ]
(051 ON (Il THN
'BLO1/TAY AN 'BLO)T9 HS)
asnoygsrem Aucduo)) vy,
JYIde ¥ ONUBLY BN
H YINUY-F4V
- 1
A
' o= -
] peoy/ATmi[fipy
[l ampunog paicg ]

MR SLIOISTH

U = | LT L[ (esetnimn ws : | 00T (b661/E 17k UOIIIO OJHS) | | warses paunapun “a661/1215
S L6l *uy | zgelATL WN) . I us ‘roozze un vesic1m - Xaduio3; [oolag voindey OdHSI (IH )
Ly UNJ 1Xosiq TS 11 voswxguousg [ £ ot | uoindg 0dES) vy spopeny PU= QUMY A[ORRD ‘] walsag WiIN 7 (suoundy |
UM} 8] UWJIUEH .nm JNIVISTH 3%, ] UCIIWEH uTwioy ENpeyd Jo Auoquy 35 | f Wswoy ystjod s, Auotuy os OdHS axdnmp) CIH dud M
il | T y L — I N W Y s y R 3 YA N0 AT A




(Cr puey] €1 U100 oty 2qumay 311 Zong Sydefimnyg reosy penly 1aaready gy petdic (ersf sy o) 63 wozg)
depy 1 uonexr [ a0yl




(21 Preep1 'y 41107 "6PON Squimg AL ZOUT “dsiduioy ] [euay pend) Jasend) oyiagy enBig) aswaf nan D)4 wiug)
(01001 "h6 (% | SINEL]) STONIATIC] LB JUONEXS| B, ]
viieiag

- N
W] puy

PR 751 '5 oN 1oy

T

e T

(66617125 uotndo QJHS)
N W uaRg YAIN 7 (suotudg)y
OdHS AdnwW) GH Wid

Lo pue
uollE | Moyg

Iywap 1o
RqunN Fooig
Kiradoag rumniy
Ampimog jaaarg

AUMIRIYAY-TAY




{3 pum “PTET 1100 1N wqunN, o] D00F ydesdnon] feusy pendy -auend) i) prith(] Ls1afwoN 0§ W)
\oh Su “HR-IR "OF-ELEINEL) SUNIAICT PUE SUOREXY] 1 QYL

- e Ll T X e SRR LIS S N .
(6661/L1/Z 20D 'RTHLE ] b THNE B L PRl (L6171 dN BN HoRIaA(] puB
S 300 'e0elTTl M) e Riumraha s L SR IR M VAN 501,501 -uS) [rolERCE UGHEOT DI0l,
Mnat] st uowryuequry - [SREREETAES B EME CTR N b SR EER 1ounstcy suosty | RS i .

HAIRIG SRUNSIE, SR o ; SRR T Sl
a ,m Hud e - i . O quny o

s _u_,_ ‘,. i .‘_w_. B

JxquinN y201H
Anadoyg sumsty
Ampunog [axe,

“H1

Ay 4
4

i
-

AMIRAYUY -V

Miad ‘vesL/c1/p uonndg (;
: HoyieD) URWOY enpeg

TGEE
uorurd(y OdHY) ¥apdeny

CER (6261501 uN
- ‘BL61LTP S) (.




HONAI] puB
HOUEDY] 0104

1aqump 107
JaquinN YI0|€
Auadeag uois|
Alpumog] |20req

ANRAIYUY-1d Y

PUR“EL LT 1L L "oPoN wagnN A | ST elesfuioy,) pusy penty warendy crjuay eiti() ms3sfwan § 0 S wod)
{S6-06 "ul-t L 'RE-1% ¥10]d) SUMIIDIC] PUB SUOLENYT Cluly]
1L perRg

(6661/L1/Z F10D "000ZM1/E |
304 '§661/62T1 "H%) i 15u1s1Q] SUOIST] aA0D) SIWISIEE] N
PnsIQ duIsIH Juatuyuequry i . et i
) : lowo178 ?Jhn
e M 300 0sslL vonndy  NEREY
R, N FRHIE] Odns) 1955 33 7688 00 |

e

=iy 5, -

wﬁmﬁu_nk L

IBLEI/L LY
T UN 'Z861/1/01 uS)
Bl ussuacy vumg
DY H10yS



LAIHEN.: Las=y Bt

| Hamilton Park

H (SR 4271978,

| N

R 1/15:1979)
LT

I vsi vouncery [ Tt Number

' - Hustorie Property =~ Phuw Lovauon i
and Direcuon v {tY

ST ) R :‘ B v[r" Rcds "

ST A,

R R el

Detarl 7D
Phoen Lecuunns wnd Drectinns (Plates 47 50, 68 72
réram 1.5 G S New jersey Diial Ortho Quanier Quuad Aeswd Paotopnpls, 2002 Nile Nunbers had?,
10, 1,13, i~ nd 15
0 144

-

R

el T

PRR Harstmus Branch

(SR tQ/%1987, DOE
162000, COE 2/17/1599) §

i

Pacific Tea Co
Warehouse (SR

271978, NR :
61978, NHLID |8

: Wlhnu Ho i
B Destnet (SHPO
B Opwion 2:28/1991)

R




- "‘ﬁ*‘,?—:j‘,)_""r:‘.'::"m:n._ L
L
G

Block Number
Lot Number

Photo Lucation
» and Direction

‘ 'I-“ uehuuse Historic .Dlnn:t
' s! {SHPO Opimon 27281991 |

Pamin Locazinrs and Directuions Mlates 5%-67 ,
itrom LA G S New Jerser Diggtal Orches Quarier Quail Aeriza Plorngmagl v, 202 Tile Numhers K9,
10,11, 3,14, and 15}




Plate:
1

Photo View:
West

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, Harsimus Branch nght-of-way i vicnity of milepost 000, near s former
connecuon with PRR main line Cirea 1945 Waldo Avenue footbndge appears overhead
Note cxposed rock wall of Bergen Cut at left
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Plate:
2

Photo View:
LEast

Photographer:
Phiip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, Harsimus Branch nghr-of-way near the eastern end of the Bergen Cut The
Jersey Ciy Cemetery 1s lucared to the left, the PATH tracks are located to the nght




Plate:
3

Photo View:
East

Photographer:
Philip A
Havder.

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, Harsimus Branch nght-of-way near castern edge of Bergen Hill Note New
Jersev Tarnpike FExtension viaduct belund trees at oght The wungle ral mn center
foreground 1s a remnant of the Penn-Central connecung wract

Plate:
4

Photo View:
Southwest

Photographer:
Philip A.
Havden

Date:
May20, 2008

Overview, Harsimus Branch nght-of-way with modern PATH equipment cabinets visible
behind trees ar left and new housing un the south nm of the Bergen Cur, visible 1n center,
background




Plate:
5

Photo View:
Northwest

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, north wall and nm of the Berger Cut near Milepost 000, depicung the
approximare locauon of the former connecton of the Harsimus Branch with the PRR
matin line. Note remains of overhead elecunfied catenary system

Plate:
6

Photo View:
East

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, eastern end of Berger Cur from the south nm with the Jersey Civ and
Manhattan skvlines visible in distance. The Bergen Cut drops down 40 feet at left




Plate:
7

Photo View:
Soutk

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
Mav 20, 2008

Overview, north approach 10 circa 1945 Waldo Avenue footbridge over the Bergen Cur
Buildings at night arc circa 1960 residenual uits

Plate:
R

Photo View:
North

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, south apprnach to circa 1945 Waldo Avenue footbridge over the Bergen Cut
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Plate:
9

Photo View:
Southwest

Photographer:
Philip A
Havden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, arca 1960s residenoal housing ar the corner of Walde Avenue and Alan
Terrace The rear vards of these builldings abut the north nm of the Bergen Cur.

Plate:
10

Photo View:
Noriheast

Photographer:
Phihp A
Hayden

Date:
Mav 20, 2008

Overview, circa 1960« residential housing on Waldo Avenue near the north nm of the
Bergen Cut




Plate:
13

Photo View:
South

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, Jersey Citv Cemetery from Newark Avenue Gate The tree lne 1n the distance
marks the edge of the Harsimus Branch nght-of-way

Plate:
14

Photo View:
North

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, Jersey City Cemetery from the south boundary line near the Harsimus Branch
nght-of-way, looking toward the Newark Avenue gatchouse (bwlt 1916) (center,
background)




Plate:
15

Photo View:
Southeast

Photographer:
Philip A.
[layden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, Jersey Citv Cemerery with tree ine marking rthe edge of the Harsiomus Branch
nght-of-way Lsrablished in 1831, the Jerrey City Cemetery contains stones danng between

the last decades of the mneteenth cenrury fo the presenr day.
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Plate:
16

Photo View:
West

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, Jersey City Cemerery The Harsimus Branch nght-of-way 1s located behind the
trees at leftr The bwldings wisible in the upper nght are the rear elevatuons of carly

twentieth-cenwry flats fronung Waldo Avenue



Plate:
17

Photo View:
East

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

View of first Harsimus Branch pier from the eastern edge of the Bergen Hill. The pier
marks the beginming of the elevared western viaduct, which carnied the Branch toward the
Jersev City waterfront. The arca 1968 Penn-Central connecung viaduct appears 1n left

foreground
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Plate:
18

Photo View:
Sourhwest

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

View of Harsimus Branch viaduct abutment ar the edge of Bergen Fill The arca 1968
Penn-Central viaduct appears at nght An acuve Conral freight hne—histoncally parr of
Nanonal Junction—passes belnw




Plate:
19

Photo View:
South

Photographer:
Philip A.
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview of rallruad resources 1n the vianty of the Harsimus Branch nght-of-way, near
the western end of the APE The acuve Conral freight hne passes through Nauonal
Juncton and Waldo Tunnel, beneath the former PRR main Iine, the Hudson & Manhatran
Railroad (PATH) tracks, and Waldo Yard

Plate:
20

Photo View:

North

Photographer:
Phibp A
Hayuen

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview from the Ilarsimus Branch nght-of-way looking down on the acuve Conral
fresght ine The Penn-Central connecting viaducr appears 1n lower nght corner, the
moderm Newark Avenue bridge crosses the track 1n the disrance




Plate:
21

Photo View:
Southwest

Photographer:
Phihp A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, Harsimus Branch nighr-of-way depicung a poruon of Block 446, Lot 18A wath
stone and concrete piers The piers supported the former viaduct, which has been
dismantled One proposal calls for constructng a 4-story building on chs lot

Plate:
22

Photo View:
South

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden
e | S
wer 3 I' h? .]“‘l:‘:{ Date:
" 'i'l A May 20, 2008
.

Section of Mary Benson Park, depicuing 1907 Mary Benson memorial (left) and circa 1945
VI'W monument (nght) The 1965 Jersey City Fire Department building appears 1n the
background



Plate:
23

Photo View:
South

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, viaduct piers of Harsimus Branch nighr-of-way (Block 446), depicting chgible
Public School No 5 in background (left) Note the New Jersey Turnpike Extension at

nght

Plate:
24

Photo View:
South

Photographer:
Phiip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Detail, ebgble Public School No 6 (A KA Dr Michael Conu School) The fagade fronts
on Mary Benson Park




Plate:
25

Photo View:
East

Photographer:
Phulp A
1layden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Denail. rear wing of the ehgible Public School No. 5 {A K.A Dr Michael Conu Schoal),
trom the corner of Merseles Street and Fourth Street.

Plate:
26

Photo View:
North

Photographen:
Phulip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview of Mary Benson Park from the front steps of the eligible Public Schonl No 5
(A.K A. Dr Michael Conn School) depicung the viaduct piers on the Harsimus Branck on
Block 446 in background Note New Jersey Turnpike Extension 1n distance




Plate:
27

Photo View:
East

Photographer:
Phibp A
Havden

Date:
May 28, 2008

Overview of intersection of Newark Avenue (foreground) and Sixrh Streer Note vacant lot
at far left and stone viaduct pier and center, nght.

Plate:
28

Photo View:
North

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayder

Date:
May 20, 2008

Commercial properties ard vacant land on the north side of Newark Avenue, adjacent to
the New Jersey Turnpike Extension




Plate:
29

Photo View:
East

Photographer:
Philip A.
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, intersecuon of Newark Avenue and Dimvision Street, depicting a stone and
concrete viaduct prer and the west boundary of Block 415, Lot 50 The commercial
businesses appear to be less than 50 years of age

Plate:
30

Photo View:
Northeast

Photographer:
Philip A.
Havden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, intersecton of Newark Avenue and Tifth Sireet The block contains a mix of
carly- to mid twenteth-century commeraal znd residenual structures and modern,
contextually sensitive town houses (foreground)




Plate:
k]|

Photo View:
Northeast

Phatographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, 1ersecnion of Fifth Street and Brunswick Street with western edpe of the SR-
Iisied Harsimus Screer Embankmenr Histonie Districr ar center Jeft

Plate:
32

Photo View:
Naortheast

Photographer:
Phiiip A
Havden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview of Hifth Street from the intersecaon of Brunswick Street. Buildings include a mux
uf late nireteenth- to mud twenteth-century commercial and residenual stractures
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Plate:
33

Photo View:
N c-rrh

Photographer:
Philip A
FHayden

Date;
May 20, 2008

Detail of rypical residennal properoes on Iifth Street, butween Brunswick Street and
Monmouth Strcet, depicung an alley way with the top of the SR-listed Harsinus Branch
embankmenr wstble in the cenrer background With few excepnons, the stone
embankment structures are not vistble from the public way along Fifth Street.

Plate:
34

Photo View:
Northwest

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
Mav 20, 2008

Overview, Intersecunn of Fifth Street and Monmouth Sircet with SR-listed Harsimus
Branch Embankment visible at right and the spire of the SR and NR-hsted St Anthony of
Padua Roman Catholic Church visible 1n background at far righe.




Plate:
35

Photo View:
Northeast

Photographer:
Philp A.
Havden

Date:
May 20, 2008

View down Monmrouth Srreer from the ntersection of Fifth Sireet, depicting the SR-histed
Harsimus Branch FEmbankment ar center lefr All former ralroad bndges have been
removed

Plate:
36

Photo View:
Northeast

Photographer:
Philp A.
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

View down Fifth Surect from the intersection of Monmouth Street, lookmg toward
Coles Street Bwildings 1n this block consist of a mix of contemporary structures (far
left) and late nineteenth-century residences (center),




Plate:
37

Photo View:
Northwest

Photographer:
Philip A.
Hayden

Date:
March 22, 2005

Overview, intersection of Fifth Sereer and Coles Street, depicung the SR-hsted Harsimus
Branch Embankment at center nght The west boundarv of the SR and NR-hsted
Harsimus Cove Historte District runs down the center of Coles Streer

Plate:
38

Photo View:
Northeast

Photographer:
Philip A.
Havden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, mtersection of Fifth Street and Coles Street, depicung residential properues
forming the western boundary of the SR and NR-hsted [larsimus Cove Historic District
Nore the SR-listed Harsimus Branch Lmbankment at left.




Plate:
39

Photo View:
Northwest

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
Mav 20, 2008

Typical detail, stone abutments and retaining walls formuing the SR-histed Harsimus Branch
Embankment at Coles Streer Note the difference 1n stone types between the abutments
and the retaiing walls An alley at lefr exrends behind residences along Fifth Soreer
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Plate:
40

Photo View:
Northwest

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

‘Typical detail, stone aburment and retaining walls at Coles Street and Sixth Street. Note the
ary-owned stnp of grass extending along the Embankment The four story brick town
komes at nghr mark the western boundarv of the SR and NR-hsted Hamilton Park
Historic District The Dismner’s southern boundary extends down Sixth Street




Plate:
41

Photo View:
Northwest

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, intersection of Fifth Sircet and Jersey Avenue, depicting buildings inside the SR
and NR-lsted Harsimus Cove Hisronc Distner The SR-listed Harsimus Branch
Embankment is visible ar nghr Note the decreased height of the stone abutments, caused
by the descending grade o the waterfront.

Plate:
42

Photo View:
Northeast

Photographer:
Philp A,
Hayden

Date:
Mav 20, 2008

View of Jersey Avenue from the intersection of Fifth Streer, depicung buildings 1nsude the
SR and NR-lsted Harsimus Cove Histonc District ‘The SR-listed Harsimus Branch
Embankment 1s visible in the background at lefr.
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Plate:
43

Photo View:
Notrth

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
Mav 20, 2008

Detail of alley berween residential bulldings on Fifth Streer, between Jersey Avenue and
Ene Streer, inside the SR and NR-listed Harsimus Cove Historic District. Note the SR-
listed Harsimus Branch Embankmenr wisible bertween butddings in distance. Generally, the
Embankment 1s not visible from Fifth Strect.

Plate:
44

Photo View:
Northwest

Photographer:
Philip A
Havden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, mrersecuon of Fifth Street and Ene Street, depicting typical bulldings located
inside the SR and NR-lhsted Harsimus Cove Historic District.  The SR-lisred Harsimus
Branch Embankmenr is visible in the backgrond ar nighr




Plate:
45

Photo View:
Northeast

Photographer:
Philip A,
Haydcn

Date:
May 20. 2008

Dertail, west fagade of the indridually eligible building at 88-Y2 Ene
Street (Albuniel Dve & Chemical Co) The bulding 15 also a kev
contribuung resource to the SR and NR-hbsted llarsimus Cove
Histone Distner Note the SR-hsred Harsimus  Branch
Embankment vistble in the backgrouna at left




Plate:
46

Photo View:
Northeasr

Photographer:
Philip A
Havden

Date:
May 20, 2008

View looking down Fitth Street toward Manila Avenue (formery Grove Sereer) from the
intersecuon of Erne Street, depicting the south fagade of the individually eligible buikding ac

88-92 Ene Street and other buddings inside the SR and NR-bsted Harsimus Cove Historic
Dustrict

Plate:
47

Photo View:
Northwest

Photographer:
Phiip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

View looking up Fifth Street from the intersection of Manila Avenue {formerly Grove
Street) The eastern boundarv of the SR and NR-listed larsimus Cove Historic Districe
runs along the near side of the three-story brick town homes at center left The three
dwellings 1n the foreground are modern and lie ourside the Districe




Plate:
48

Photo View:
Northeast

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, Manila Avenue (formerly Grove Steet) from the intersection of Fifth Street,
depicung modern residental housing The SR-bsted Harsimus Branch Embankment 1s
vistble 1n the background ar left

Plate:
49

Photo View:
East

Photographer:
Phiip A
Hayden

Date:
Mav 20, 2008

View of portion of SR-hsted Harsimus Branch Fmbankment on Block 212 from Mamila
Avenue (formerly Grove Street} Note modern housing at nght




Plate:
30

Photo View:
Northeast

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

Overview, Mann Boulevard, depicung modern housing ar lefi and the eastern boundary of
the SR-listed Harsimus Branch Embankment in the background at nghe

Plate:
51

Photo View:
Southwest

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

View of the castern boundary of the SR-histed Harsimus Branch Embankment at Mann
Boulevard. Note the diminished height of the stone abutments




Plate:
52

Photo View:
Southeast

Photographer:
Glenn R
Modica

Date:
May 16, 2008

Ovetrview, intersection of Srxth Street and Manin Boulevard, depicting a modern Bed, Bath
and Bevond retad store and high-rise towers on the site of the former Harstmus Cove
Freight Yards and the Llarstmus Branch ripht-of-way
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Plate:
33

Photo View:
Northeast

Photographer:
Glen R
Madica

Date:
Mav 16, 2008

Overview, intersection of Matin Boulevard and Sixth Strect, depicong the Newport Mall

patking garage (foreground) and high-nse towers (background) that characterize the

eastern end of the APE-Architecture




Plate:

54

Photo View:
West

Photographer:
Phibp A
Havden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview of former Harsimus Yard from the mtersecuon of Ganbemi Drive and Mall
Drive, depicung the Bed, Bath, and Beyond rewl store {(Jeft) and Harsimus Embankment
(backpround center) Sixth Street recedes into the distance at center, rght
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Plate:
55

Photo View:
South

Photographer:
Phibp A
Hayden

Date:
Julv 14, 2008

Orverview of former 1arsimus Yard fron the intersection of Ganbermi Dnive and Mall
Dnve, depicung modern reral stores and a parkony lot The elble Warehouse 1 historic
District 1s visible in background




Plate:

36

Photo View:
South

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overnew, former Harsimus Yard from near the inrersecthon of Ganbemu Dnve and
Washington Boulevard, depicung modern retal stores (nght) and high nse hotels and
residenual towers (lefty NJ Transit Light Rail ine appears ar left The ehgible Warehouse
Historic Dastrict 1s visiole 1in distance
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Plate:
57

Photo View:
West

ﬁlw., . .. . Photographer:
X RN Philip A.
Hayden
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Date:
July 14, 2008
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Overview, former Harsimus Yard from the near the mnrersecnon of (Ganbermu Dnve and
Washingron Boulevard, depicung modern retails stores and parking lot at left
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Plate:
58

Photo View:
Sourh

Photographer:
Phalip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, former Harsimus Yard from the intersecuon of Ganbemu Drve and
Washington Boulevard, depicung modern hotel and residennal high nses along
Washington Boulevard

Plate:

59

Photo View:
West

Photographer:
Prilip A.
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, former Harsimus Yard from the inrersection of Metro Plaza Drve and
Washingron Boulevard, depicting the entrance into the modern retail store parking lor




Plate:
60

Photo View:
West

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, former [larsimus Yard from near the mtersecuon of Mewro Plaza Dnive and
Washington Boulevard, depiciing the parking lut for modern retail shops The NJ Transie
Light Rail bine crosses in foreground

Plate:
61

Photo View:
Southwest

Photographer:
Philip A
Havden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, former [arsimus Yard from near the intersecnon of Metro Plaza Dnve and
Washington Boulevard, depicung modern retails stores ar nght The NJ Transit Light Rail
line (Harsimus Cove stanon appears at left The ebgible Warehouse Historic Distnet
appears i background




Plate:
62

Photo View:
Northwest

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, former Harsimus Yard from the inwrsecnon of Second Streer and Washington
Boulevard, depicing modern streets and buldings on the site of the former Harsimus
Branch nghr-of-way.
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Plate:
63

Photo View:
Snutheast

Photographer:
Philip A
Havden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, former Harsimus Yard from the intersection of Second Stzeet and Washington
Boulevard, depicung vacanr lots and modern hugh nises on secuons of the former yard and
the modern extension of Green Street running diagonally from left foreground w center
background along the former Harsimus Branch nght-of-way The NR-hsred H&MRR
Powerhouse appears at nght




Plate:
64

Photo View:
Northwest

Photographer:
Phihp A
Hayden

Date:
Juh 14, 2008

Overview, former Harsinus Yard from the intersecnion of the Green Street and Bay Streer,
deptcunyg the NR-hsted H8&MRR Powerhouse at left and the exrension of Green Streer
along the former Harsimus Branch right-of-way {nighty The modern high nises 1n the
background occupy portuons of the former vard.

Plate:
65

Photo View:
Wesr

Photographer:
Phulip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview of Bay Street {rom the intersecnion of Green Srreer, depictng the NR bsied
H&MRR Powerhouse {nght) and the ebpble Warehouse Historic Districr (hackground;
The bulding ar left 1s modem.




Place:
66

Photo View:
South

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, former Harsimus Yard and Harsimus Branch nght-of-way from the intersection
of Green Street and Bay Strect, depicting a parking lot and modern rerail and residennal
construction

Plate;
67

Photo View:
Northwest

Photographer:
Phibp A
Havden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview of parking lots and modern retal and residential constructun from che

mtersecuon of Green Street and Morgan Street, approximately at the locauon of Milepost

1 36 of the former Harsimus Branch right-of-way
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Plate:
68

Photo View:
North

Photographer:
Phihp A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, eligible Warchouse Hisroric District from the intersecton of Morgan Street and
Provost Street The SR and NR-listed Great A & P Tea Company Warehouse appears in
center background

Plate:
69

Photo View:
Northeast

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, east side of Marin Boulevard from the intersecrion of Bav Street depicting small
grouping of late nincteenth- znd early rwenneth-century bwldings within rhe viewshed




Plate:
70

Photo View:
North

Photographer:
Phiip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

QOverview, Manila Avenue (formerly Grove Streer) frum the mntersecnon of Bay Strect
Note crrca 1890s brick flas on nght and modern 1l-story apartment bulding
background center

Plate:
1

Photo View:
Svuthwest

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, Manila Avenue (formerly Grove Street) from the intersecuon of Tirst Street,
depicting block of late nincteenth- and early twenneth-cenrurv builldirgs.




Plate:
72

Photo View:
Narth

Photographer:
Phdip A
Hayden

Date:
Julv 14, 2008

Detail, 11-story building ar the comer of Manila Avenue (formerly Grove Sireer) and
Second Street Modern town homes lire both sides of the street
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Plate:
73

Phato View:
South

Photographer:
Phiip A
Havden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, Manila Avenue from the intersection of fught Swreet, depicting modern town
houses (right) and a parking lot (left) Note 11-story bullding wsible 1n cenrer background




Plate:
74

Photo View:
North

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, Manila Avenue (formetly Grove Steeet) from the intersection of Eighth Streer,
depicting modern 14-story apartment bulding

Plate:
73

Photo View:
Southwest

Photographer:
Phdip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Detal. St Anthony’s School (built 1917) on Eighth Street between Manila Avenue
(formerly Grove Street) and Mann Boulevard. The schonl 15 surrounded by parking luts,
play grounds, and modern buildings
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Plate:
76

Photo View:
South

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, Marin Boulevard from the intersection of Fighth Street The easternmost block
of the Harsimus Embankment 1s located hencath the trees 1n the center background The
parking garage {or the Newporr Mall extends along Mann Boulevard at far left

Place:
77

Photo View:
Sauth

Photographer:
Philip A
Havden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Detail, entrance 1o Newport Mall parking garage from the intersecuon of Manr. Boulevard
and Eighth Street The parlung deck extends the length of Mann Boulevard berween Sixth
Street and Tenth Street




Plate:
78

Photo View:
Northeast

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayaen

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, entrance and exist ramps to Newport Mall parking garage from the intersectnon
of Marin Boulevard (foreground) and Tenth Screet

Plate:
79

Photo View:
South

Photographer:
Philbp A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, Mann Boulevard from the mtersecuon of Tenrh Sereer The parking garage for
the Newporr Mall extends along Marin Boulevard at far lefr




Plate:
80

Photo View:
South

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, Manila Averue {formetly Grove Street) from the intersecuon of Ninth Street,
depictung modern construction on both sides of the streer

Plate:
81

Photo View:
Southwest

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
Julv 14, 2008

Detail, former Fifth Ward Savings Bank (bwilt 1925} at the mtersecnon of Mamla Avenue
{(formerly Grove Streer) and Faghth Street




Plate:
82

Photo View:
West

Photographer:
Philip A.
Hayden

Date:
Mary 20, 2008

View looking up Sixth Street from Marin Boulevara toward Magnula Avenue (formerly
Grove Street) Note stepped terminus to SR-bsted Harsimus Branch Embankment, visible
at left

Plate:
83

Photo View:
Southeast

Photographer:
Phiip A.
Hayden

Date:
Mav 20, 2008

View down Sixth Street from the intersection of Mamla Avenue (formerly Grove Street),
depicung the SR-hsted Harsimus Branch Embankmenc




Plate:
84

Photo View:
Northeast

Photographer:
Philip A.
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

View of modern Roberto Clemente Baseball Field ar the intersection of Sixth Street and
Manila Avenue (formerly Grove Streer).

Plate:
85

Photo View:
Northwest

Photographer:
Philip A.
Hayden

Date:
May 2u, 2008

View looking up Sixth Streer from the inrersection of Manila Avenue (formedy Grove
Street) toward Erie Street The block of four-story brck town homes marks the southeast
comner of the SR and NR-lisred Hamilton Park Historie District The two frame buildings
in the nght foreground are located cumide the districr boundary.




Plate:
86

Photo View:
Noutth

Photographer:
Glenn R
Modica

Date:
May 16, 2008

View looking up FEne Street near the intersectuon of Sixth Street, depicting the SR-histed
Harsimus Branch Fmbankments (left and right) and the SR and NR-lsted Hamilron Park
Histozic Disunct fhackground)

Plate:
87

Photo View:
North

Photographer:
Phiip A
Hayden

Date:
Mavk 20, 2008

View from the viamty of the Harsimus Branch right-nf-way lnoking up Jersey Avenue
from Sixth Street toward Hamulton Park, depicung rhe SR and NR-hsted Hamilton Park
Histonc District.




Plate:
88

Photo View:
South

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
May 20, 2008

View looking down Jersey Avenue from Sixth Street toward Fifth Screet, depicting the SR-
listed Harsimus Branch Embankment in foreground {eft and nght) and the SR and NR-

histed Harsimus Cove Historic Dsuricr in the background
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Plate:
8O

Photo View:
Sourhwest

Photographer:
Glenn R
Modica

Date:
May 16, 2008

Typical detal, stone abutments and reruning walls of SR-listed Harsimus Branch

Embankment at the corner of Jersev Avenue and Sixth Street
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Plate:
90

Photo View:
Southeast

Phatographer:
Philip A.
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, Eighth Street from the intersection of Jersey Avenue looking roward locanon of

posstble 10-story building, Hamilton Park 15 located at far left

Plate:
91

Photo View:
North

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, West Hamilton Place from the mrersection of Eighth Street, depicung typical
late nineteenth-century town houses fronung on Hamultor Park (visible at nght)
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Overview, Hamulton Park from the intersecoon of West Hamlton Place and Ninth Street
Marure deciduous rrees screen much of the skyline dunng parr of the year

Plate:
93

Photo View:
Southeast

Photographer:
Philip A
Hayden

Date:
July 14, 2008

Overview, Hamilton Park looking roward the locanon of the possible 10-story building
Note modern 12-story bulding under construcuon on the east side of Hamulron Park,
visible at left



Plate:
94

Photo View:
Southeast

Photographer:
Phibp A.
Hayden

Date:
Julv 14, 2008

Overview, Hamilron Park looking moward the intersecnion of McWillams Streer and Eighth
Street and the site of the possible 10-story building 1n the background

Plate:
95

Photo View:
South
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Overview, McWillams Place from the intersecoon of Ninth Street, depicring Hamulron
Square development under construction along the east side of Hamilton Park inside the
listed Hamilton Park Histone District The large building 15 12 stornes wall
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Overview, intersection of Sixth Streer and Coles Street depicting typical residenoal and
commercial buildings inside the SR and NR-hsted Hamilton Park Histuric Distict The
SR-hsted Harsimus Branch Embankment 1s located just bevond the picture frame at night
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Overview, intersecuorn: of Sixth Street and Coles Street The block of two-story brick rown
homes ar left matks the southwest corner of the Hamilton Park Historic District The four-
story brick residence 15 outside the Daserict boundary.
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Overview of Monmouth Streer depichryg the SR-listed Harsimus Branch Embankments in
the foreground (lefr and nghr) and the SR and NR-listed St Anthony of Padua Roman
Catholic Church 1n the background
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Overview of the unevaluared lloly Rosary Roman Carholic Church and Panish House
(1903) on Sixch Srreet berween Brunswick Street and Monmouth Street
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Detaill view of a 1953 unidenufied building (foreground) and 1938 school bulding
{backgroand} on Brunswick Street. Both are affihated with the Holy Rosary Roman
Carhohc Church on Sixth Srreet
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Detail of 1938 school building from the intersecion of Brunswick Streer and Seventh
Street
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View of the 1899 St Anthony’s School and Convent at the corner or Sixth Srreer and
Brunsick Street The building 15 2 contnibunng resvurce o the individualiv elynble St
Anthony's Polish Roman Catkolie Church and School Complex
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Overview, intersection of Sixth Street and Brunswick Street, depichng a parking lot and

ruscellaneous commercial buldings (at left) A 1933 brick bulding associared with the

Holy Rosary Roman Catholic Church on Sixth Street appears at the far nght
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Overview, ntersecuon of Sixth Street and Brunswick Screer, depicung a vacant lot
compnsing Block 415, Lot 50 of the Harsimus Branch right-of-way Note the rear
elevations of bulldings fronung on Fifth Street
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Overview, Vacanrt lot at the mtersechion of Sixth Street and Division Street Note the New
Jersey Turnprke Extension 1n the background
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SUBSURFACE AND GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION REPORT
* SIXTH STREET EMBANKMENT PROJECT
JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY

1.0 - INTRODUCTION - | - :

This Subsurface Site Investigation (SI) and Geotechnical Report lias been prepared for the
Jersey City Redevelopment Agency (JCRA) property which consists of six former Conrait
embankments (hereinafier the "Site") located along the south side of 6th Street between Luis
Munoz Marin Boulevard (to the east) and Brinswick Avenue (to the west),in J ersey City, New
Jersey. The investigation was conducted to obtain geotechnical and environmental data within_

* and beneath the embankments. DRESDNER ROBIN conducted the investigation in accordance
with the scope of work set forth in a proposal dated October 20 1997 as modified at a meeting
withJ CR.A on November7,1997. .

-

2.0 SITE lesémr'rmN - ' ' .

"The Site consists of six former rail embankments situated within a predominansly residential area
along 6th Street between Luis Munbz Marin Blvd. and Brunswick Ave. at Block 317, Lot 50.A,
Block 280, Lot 50.A, Block 247, Lot 50.A, Block 354, Lot 50.A, Block 389.1, Lot 50, and Block
415, Lots 50PL and 52 in Jersey City, New Jersey. The embankments were constructed as filled
structures confined by vertica) cut stone refgining walls on all sides. The cmbankmcnts, va:ying
approximately 15 to 25 feet in height, 400 fect in length and 90 to 100 feet wide, ‘were built in
_ the late 1800's. The location of the Site relative to the region is shown on Figure 1. A site plan
depicting the embankments and soil sampling locations (envxronmental and geotecbmcal) s
presented as Figure 2. .

. A

3.0 SCOPE OF WORK '

The investigation program was developed 1o obtain geotechnical and environmental data from -
each of the six rail embankment structures. The embankments are all inaccessible from ground
level necessitating that-equipment and personnel be lifted into place. Upon consultation with the
JCRA it was determined to conduct the work in two phases. The environmental borings were
-obtained through the use of a truck mounted Geoprobe system lifted by crane onto each of the
embankment areas. The geotechnical samples were collected from borings conducted at-grade
immediately adjacent to the embankment wails.

- DRESDNER ROBIN conducted an environmental sampling program to assess thetypeand -
level of contamination associated with the embankments at the Site. In conjunction with the
environmental sampling program, DRESDNER ROBIN subcontracted MATRIX Environmental
and Geotechnical Services, Inc. (MATRIX) to conduct a geotechnical investigation at the Site.

DRESDNER
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The Environmental §amPliné Program consisted of collecting soil samples for analytical
purposes from 2 shallow borings made in éach embankment (See Figure 2). Continuous
sampling was conducted through the embankment material up to 4 feet into the underlying.
fi)l/native soil. Three samples were collécted at predetermined depths from each of the shallow
borings and submitted for laboratory analysxs for Target Compound List +30/Target Analyte List
_(TCL/TAL+30), Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH) and Hexavalent Chromium (Cr*). The
sampling depths were staggered so as to provide a representative profile of the embankment
matenal and the undcr]ymg natwe soil that wﬂl be lmpacled by the proposed site develoPment.

The anglyses were performed o standard tum—around basis by_Envxrotech Research. Ing. of
Edison, New Jersey; a New Jersey certified laboratory. -The analytical results were compared
with applicable NJDEP soil cleanup criteria to evaluate the management of the matenal during
site development mcludmg the polent:al for reuse on other cityprojects. ’

'I‘he gcotechmcal borings were advanccd ufilizing a Moblle B-57 truck mounted drill rig using
hollaw stem augers and split spoon samplers Geotechnical borings were advanced adjacent lo
the six reised embankments to.a depth of 24 feet below ground surface (bgs).see Flgure 2, ]
Standard split spoon sampling (five feet intervals) was conducted in each boring for geotechnical
purposes, Geotechnical samples were collected for moisture content, grain size, and/or Alterberg
limits on representative samples from each geotechnical boring.

”
.

40 METHODS AND PROCEDURES
4.1  Egvironmental Investigation

A total of 12 soi] borings were conducted jn order to collect environmental data at the Site. Two
soil barings were conducted on each of the six embankments. Soil samples were collected for
laboratory analysis at staggered depths providing a representative profile of the embankment
material and the underlying native soil. Drilling of the seil borings was performed by Summnt
Drilling Company Inc., a New Jersey licensed well driller. The soil boring locations are shown
-on Figure 2. A cross-section of the embankments showing the sample depths is presented as
Figure 3. Drilling activities were conducted under the supervision of a DRESDNER ROBIN
geologist. Drilling was conducted on December 3 through December 5, 1997, The soil borings
were performed in accordance with the procedures and protqcols detailed in the NJDEP Field
Samplmg Procedures Manual.

A crane was used to lift the drilling equlpment on top of each embankment Soil borings were
advanced using apickup mounted Geoprobe System to a depth of 16 to 32 feet below thelop of
the embankments (up to four feet into the native soil). Continuous sampling was conducted
through the embankment material and up to four fect within the native soil. Borings were
advanced using ahydraulically driven core-barrel sampler, Three so1l samples were collected per
bonng using a 4 foot stainlcss-steel core barrel with an acetate liner for sample recovery The

- | - DRESDNER
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Geoprobe drilling tools were decontaminated befare each use. Upon opening the acetate finer,

the soil was visually mspeeted for contamination and screened with an HNu photoionization
. detector (PID) for organic vapors. Soil samples submitted for VOC analys:s were collected -
_using the NJDEP requlred methanol preservauon method :
Descnpuons of the soil lithology and PID resu]ts were recorded in DRESDNER ROBIN bonng
logs (See Appendix 1). The soil lithology was classified using the modlt‘ ed Burmister
Class:ficatlon System for soil desenphons
All soil samples were obtained in eomphance with NIDEP-specified procedures (NJDEP Field
Sampling Procedures Manual) and thé investigation proposal dated October 20, 1997 as modified
by a meeting between JCRA and DRESDNER ROBIN, The soil samples-were’ retrieved daily by
the laboratory courier. Al spil samples were submitted for TCE+30/TAL, TPH, and Cr+6
analysis. A samplmg summary table is included as Table 1:- Aqueous quality. assurance/quality
control (QAIQC) field rinsate and trip blank samples were collected to demonstrate that the
sampling protocols did not Jend any uncertainty to the analytic findings with regard to handling
practices ar the type of m‘atena’ls usegd for sampling. Three duplneate and three field blank
samples were collected and analyzed for the same pa:ameters as the soil samples. ' An analytical
methods/quality assurance summary is provided in Table 2. Analyses were performed by
Envirotech Research, Inc. of Edison, New Jersey, a New Jersey certified laboratory.

42  Geot ica] Investigatio : .

During the period November 24 through Novefnber 26,1997, MATRIX conducted ,
geotechmcal mvestlgations at the Site. A total of 11 soil borings were conducted alongs:de the'
¢mbankments in order to obtain geotechnical information for the underlymg soil. Boring
location (B-1) ws eliminated from the planned drilling program of 12 bormgs due to the
presence of underground utility lines. The borings were conduced by Summit Drilling Co. in
accordance with ASTM D-1586, Standard Method for Penetration Test and Spht—Barrel
Sampling of Soils. Two soil borings were advanced af street level adjacent to each of the
elevated railroad cmbankments. Spht spoon soil samples were taken at nominal intervals of five
Jeet. The locations of the soil borings are shown on Figure 2:- Reprcsentatwe soil sarnplm were,
collected ‘and tested in the MATRIX geotechnical laboratory for moisture content, grain size,,
and/or Atterberg limits, For mor€ detailed information about the methodology used during the
geotechnical mvmhgatlon See Appendlx 4, -
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50 RESULTS - e T
lS.I. 'y iTo l‘vesti'a!'

5.1 S_iﬂﬂ_mm
The geology within the six rallroad embankments has been mterpreled from the geologlc
information gathered during drilling activities. Soil boring logs are presented in Appendix 1.
. The fill materials within the embankment consist primarily of brown to red-brown silty sand
mixed with minor emounts of gravel, cinders, and brick fragments. Based on visual and field
' screening observatjons, soil samples collected from the embankments did not mdlcate any
physical evndence of contamination. K
- - -

5.1.2 §oilmality_.- ¢t e
Volatile Organic Compounds ‘ '

The analyueal results for all soil samples collected from the embankments durmg the
environmental investigation indicate that the volatile organic compound (VOC) concentrations
were all detected below the NJDEP residential direct contact sojl cleanup criteria. The laboratory
analytical results are summarized in Table 3. The laboratory data summary sheets are provided
in Appendix 2. The complete laboratory report is provided as an Attachment.

Semivalat'ile'Orlganic Compounds

All base neutral compound concentrations were detected below the NIDEP residential direct
contact soil cleanup criteria with the exception of several polynuclear aromatic hjdrocarbons -
(PAH) With the exception of soil sample locations SB-7, SB-8, and SB-10, PAH's were reported

. . in exceédance of one or mare of the NJDEP residential direct contact sail cleanup criteriain ail

soil samples collected from the embankments during the environmental investigation. The PAH's
consisted of benzo(a)anthracene, benzo(a)pyrene, ‘benzo(b)fuoranthene, benzo(h)ﬂuoranmene

. benzo(k)fluoranthene; indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene, and dlbenz(i,h)anthracene PAH concenirations
ranged from 720 to 12,000 ug/kg. Sampling results are presented in Table 4, The PAH -
concentrations in exceedance of the NJDEP criteria are presented on Figure 4. The laboratory .

data summary sheets are provided in Appcnduf 2. The complete lnboratory report is provided as
an Atlachment ' , . .

Peshc]desl Polyehlorlnated Biphenyls

Pest:csdeslpolychlonnated b:phenyls (PCB) conccntratmns were not detected above lhe NIDEP
residential direct contact soil cleanup criteria for any soil samples collected from the
embankments during the environmental investigation. The laboratory analytical resulls are
summarized in Table 5. The laboratory data summary sheets are provided in Appendix 2. A
complete laboratory report is provided as an Attachment.

DRESDNER
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lnorganicCompounds T . N

Inorganic compounds were detccted\:elow the NJDEP resrdenhal dlrect contact so:l cleanup .
criteria ‘except for lead, mercury, antimeny and arsenic. Lead was detected above the NJDEP
resrdentlal direct contact soil cleanup criteria (400 mp/kg) at soil boring locations SB-5 (10.5-
11.0 feet; 1020 mg/kg), SB-7(1.5-2.0 feet; 509 mp/kg), SB-11 (3.0-3.5 feet; 569 mgfkg and 22.0-
22.5 feet; 3340 mg/kg), and SB-12 (12.5-13.0 feet; 420 mg/kg). Mercury wag detected sbove the
residential direct contact soil cleanup criteria at SB-1(11.5-12.0; 15.9 mg/kg). Antimonywas
detected above the residential direct contact soil cleanup criteria at a concentration of 15, Tmg/kg
at SB-4(1.5-2.0), and 33.2 mg/kg at SB- 7(1 .2-2)." Arsenic was also detected above the
res:donhal direct contact soil cleanup criteria (20 mg/kg) at a toncentrations of 23.5 mg/kg at
SB- 4(1 5-2), 24.5 mp/kg at SB-T(l 5-2), and 34 9 mglkg at SB-1 1(3-3 5)

Samphng resu!ls are presented in Table 6. The mctals conéentrations in cxceodanco of the
NJDEP resldential direct contact cleanup criteria aré shown on Figure 3, The laboratory data
summary sheets are pmv:ded in Appendrx A oomplete laboratorg report is provided as an
Attachment. . .

-

\‘VetChemistry (Chromium VI, Total Cyanide, and Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons)

Chromrum VI (Cl‘“), Tota,l Cyanide, and Tota] Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPHC) concentrations
were not detected above the NJDEP residential direct contact soil cleanup criteria in any soil
samples collected from within embankments during the environmental investigation. The
laboratory analytical results are summarized in Table 7. The laboratory ‘data summary sheets are.
provrded in Appendix 2. The complote Iaboratory report is provided as an Attaohment

-5.2 )l ical Investication Re: "

"The soil borings advanced durmg the geotechnical mvesugahon revealed a subsoil profile .
consisting of a surface fill layer overlying native red brown and gray silty sands and gravels, and
clayey silts.. Fill is generally encountered to 2.5 feet below grade (bg) or less, except at B-6
where fill was measured at 7 feet bgs. Fill was not identified jn borings B-2 and B-7. The fill
material consist predominately, of silty sands and grayel with small amounts of cinders, bricks

' and concrete fragments: The native soil generally consists of loose to very compact smy sands

and gravels, and fim to very stiff cldys and silts. Layers of fibrous peat and soft organic siit were
revealed in the subsurraoo profile in four borings (B-8, B 8, B-11,'and B-12) in the westem
portion of the site. -

The MATRIX report, evaluatmg the environmental charactenstlcs of the embankment flll and

native soil and the geotechnical properties of the native soils, is included as Appendix 3. The

report discusses the suitability of the fill for possible reuse on or off the site, and addresses the

following geotechnical issues: .

» The type and engineering quality of the existing embankment materials and
recommendations for reuse as structural fill.

DRESDNER
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" Recoznmendattons for an appropnate lype of butldmg foundation syslem. -

c oo Recommendattons for foundahon desxgn, subslmcture wall design, and foundat:on
" installation criteria. -

-

= Recommendations for slab support and underslab dramage requtrements.
L Estimation of post-constructton settlement of the recommendcd foundation system.

= Recommendations for management’ of groundwaler dunng and after foundation and
" substructure constmctton : L :

» Recommendations for borraw matenal if required, and material compaclton and general
earlhwz:rk construction procedures T

6.0 EMBANKME_NT l_)EMOLlTIOl}l COéT ESTIMATE

The cost of embankment demolition can vary greatly depending on the availability of a resse .
moarket for the soil and stone block materials of canstruction.. As & result, timing and the - -
availability of projects able {4 utilize contaminated fill mitérials will be & significan factor in the’
demolition cost of the embankment. To develop a rango for likely cosis, DRESDNER ROBIN
has consndered to disposal opttons beneficial reuse and landf 1 dtsposal

For quantity estimation purposes DRESDNER ROBIN has assumed that the walls increase in
thickness one foot horizontal per two feet vertical (2:1) from top to bottom, and that they extend
a maximum eight feet below grade, Based on these assumptions and field measurements of the
- gize of each embankment, the volumes of sandstonc and soil to be removed calculate as follows:

Summary ol' Volume Calculations
(quanttttes tn cubic yards)

- 1}

-

Embankment "Sandstone Volume 'Soil Volume - Total Volume
| Brunswick St.-Monmouth |' T 12600 - 3p600 ]| 42600
Monmouth Ave.-Cole St. 11350 | . . 27625 | * 38975
Cole St.-Jersey Ave. . , 10850 27250 38100
Jersey Ave.-Erie St. 9350 . 26000 ) 35350
Erie St.-Manila Ave. ) 8100 23425 31525
Manila Ave.-Marin Blvd. 6715 ' 20500 ' 27275
West of Brunsvnck St. M . 225 -0 225
Total all Embankments 59250 154800 - 214050

The calculations assume that all of the sandstone (including that which is below grade) will be removed and that all
soil contained by the embankments (above: grade only) will be removed. These calculations are ptesented n
Appendix 5.

) Remaining portion of embankment wall west of Brunswick Street to be removed

DRESDNER
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Disposal options of beneficial reuse, and landfill disposal are presented below to cover the range
of costs that will be reflected in inarket {iming; Based on the, limited environmental investigation
conducted by DRESDNER ROBIN, it is assumed that all of the soils from the embankment will
be considered contaminated (non-hazardous ID-27 waste) and will require ‘disposal in a penpitted
- beneficial reuse drea or landfi}l. DRESDNER ROBIN has also assumed that the volume of =~ -

_subsurface sandslonc to tie removed will pot be replaced with clean fill and that building fnotmgs
‘ and sub-basement constructmn will nccupy the excavated areas, .

) Remova! Cost Factors ' .

Embankment Remov:llecBVanonI Loadopt . _ _§. 1,100,000

Hauling A ° '
-2 Mile L T ' $ 195000
-5Mile L $ 2,520,000 ,
-oMile. . .3 2,940,000} - --

Disposal ID-27 @S40TN . '$ 8,050,000

D:sposal of Stone’ @S 10/CY $ 600,000

As indicated by the above listed cost factors, remaval of the embankment can range from
. approximately $3.0M to $9.7M. Under the best possiblé circumstances a project seeking
stgmﬁcant fill volumes may be wxllmgto remove the embankment for the value of the fill,

- 1.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
. . f .

1. ' "The analylloal results for soil samples collected as part of the envnronmenlal lnveshgauon
of the six embankments indicate that the concentrations of volatile organies, acid
extractables, pestxmdes, PCBs, TPH, Cr* and cyanide in the fill materials are below the
"NIDEP residential direct contact soil cleanup criteria with the exception of several PAHs
. (benzo(a)anthracene, benzo(a)pyrene, benzo(b)fuoranthene, benzo(h)fluoranthene,

" benzo(k)fluoranthene, indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene and dibenz(a,h)anthracene). The " *
concentrations of all metals were below the NJDEP residential direct contact soil cleanup
cn!erla with the exception of lead ‘arsenic, mercury and antimony.

2. The analytical resuits for the soil samples collected of the embankment material indjcate
the soil cannot be reused as clean fill at other city projects due to the elevated
concentrations of several PAHs and metals above the NJDEP residential direct contact
soil cleanup criteria. The options for the final disposition of the so1l in the embankments
are recycling or disposal at a landfill, possibly as fina] cover at the landfill. If the
material is reused at other city projects, the material would most likcly need to be used as
subsurface fill material, covered with either clean fill or some other institutional control
(buildings, asphalt or pavement) and a Declaration of Environmental Restrictions (DER)
would be required-for the location receiving the soil.
‘ DRESDNER

Pk, KAAG-1ext wpd 7 —ROB‘ N_..



3. Refcr to Appendxx 4 MATR.IX Env:ronmental geqtechmcal evaluatmn for conclus:ons
' " and reconunéndatlons regardmg the geolechmcal mvestlgahon
4, . Measuremenls and calculanons of thc embankments have cstlmated that lhe total volume
of material to be removed is 59,250 cubic yards’ of sandstone and 154, 800 cubic yards of
- soil, The results of the environmental mvest:gatlon show that the soils in the .
" embankments will most likely be classified as non-hazardous (1D-27) waste. Thiswill
prol‘ublt reuse of these soils at other sites without appropriate engineeringand . -
institutional controls. Based on the calculated amounts of sandstone and soil andthe
necessity to dispose of thé soils, the tota] estimated cost of demolition of the
embankments will likely vary beiween $3 0M and §9.7TM dependmg on the disposal
opnon available for 1he soils. . -

-
-
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TABLE1 "

'SAMPLING SUMMARY TABLE
SIXTH STREET, JERSEY CiTY, NEW JERSEY .
SAMPLE . .
. DEPTH (feet . ) ’
" .SAMPLE o ,below top'of . Sampllng
BORING NUMBER  MEDIUM ambankmen) . Analytical Parameters * Method
sB-1.. 8B1M.5-2 ‘. Soll .. 1.5-2° . TCLITAL+30,TPH, Cr"  GeoPRrobe
D SB1M1542.  Sol  11.5-12° _TCUTAL+30,TPH, c:" GeoProbe
« * "SB1/19.5-20 Soll 19.5-20 TCLITAL+30,TPH, Cr* | GeoProba
SB-2 .,.SB2M52 - “-Sol , 152 : . TCUTAL+30,TPH,Cr” -GeoProbe
, ‘SB2M55-16° ‘Soll.- 15516 , TCLTAL+30,TPH, Cr™. GecProbe
-7 'SB2/19.520~ " 'Sal - 19.5-20 - TCLTAL+30,TPH, Cr* GeaProbe
SB3  SB3/.52. Sol .52 _ TCLITAL+30,TPH, CP GecProbe
) SB3/10-10 5. Soil  10-10.5 TCUTAL+30,TPH, Cr* GeoProba
$83/19.520 - Soil  19.5-20 'rcmﬂ.»fao.rph.‘cf" GeoProbe
-|sB4  $B4/.52 Sol | 152 . TCLTAL+30,TPH,Cr” GeoProbe
' SB4M4515 °  Spl., 14.5-15 TCUTAL+30,TPH, Cr* GeoProbg
- 384123 5.24 Soil 23 524 ) 'TCUTAL+30 PN, Cr* GeoProbe

SB5  SB5162 Sol 152 TCUTAL+30 TPR, G GeoProbe
SB5/10 5411 Soll .- 10.5-11"° TCUTAL+30,TPH, Cr* GeoProbe -
SBS/235-24'  Soj  23.5-24 TCUTAL+30,TPH, Cr* GeoProbs

_|sB-6 SB6/2,53 Soill .+ .2.5-3 TCLTAL+30,TPH, Cr"  GeoProbe
SB6/12.5-13 Sof 12.5-13 . TCLITAL+30,TPH, c:" GeoProbe
SB6/23.524  Soil  235-24 TCLITAL+3D TPH,C GeoProbe

SB-7 . SB7/1.52 Sofl  1.5-2 - TCLTAL*30 TPH. Cr™ GeoProbs
. 8B7HM9520 ‘- Soll . 19.5-20 * TCUTAL#30,TPH, Cr* GeoProbe '
$87/27.528 __ Soll 27.5-28 TCL/TAL+30,TPH, Cr** GeoProbe

SB-B SB8/.5-2 Soi_ - 3152 TCUTAL#+30,TPH, Cr™  GeoProbe

* SBB/M55-16 ' Sof  155-16_ "TCUTAL#30,TPH, C* GeoProbe
5B8/27.5-28 Soll  27.5-28 TCLITAL+30,TPH, Cr* ‘GéoProbe
. |sB-9 $B9/1.5-2 Sol 152 - TCUTAL+30,TPH, Cr*° GeoProbe
: "' S$B9M6-18.5 Sol  16-185 -TCL/TAL+30,TPH, Cr™" GeoProbe
SBO/24-24.5  Sol  24-24.5 "TCUTAL+30,TPH, Cr* ' GeoPrabe
$B-10 .SB10/1.5-2 Soil 152 TCL/TAL+30,TPH, Ci** GeoProbe
§B10/11-115  Soil  11-11.5 TCU/TAL+30,TPH, Cr* GeoPrabe
5B10/31.5-32 Sof 31532 TCLITAL+30,TPH, Cr* GeoProbe

_ . . TCUTAL#30,TPH, Cr™*

S$B-11  SB11/3-35 Soil . 335 TCUTAL+30,TPH, Cr** GeoProbe
SB1122-225  Soll  22-225 TCLITAL+30,TPH, Gr**  GeoProbe,
$811/31-315  Sol  31-315 TCUTAL+30,TPH, Cr** GeoProbe

SB-12  S§B1211.5-2 Sol 15-2 TCUTAL+30,TPH, Cr** GeoProbe
SB12/12.5-13  Soi 12513 TCLUTAL+30,TPH, Cr* GeoProbe
SB12/31-315  Sol  31-31.5 TCUTAL+30,TPH, Cr®  GeoProbe
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Siate of New Jersey
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
INS CORZINE Environmental Regulation Lisa P. JAcksoN
Governor Office of Permit Coordination and Erwironmental Review Comnussioner
401 East State Street
P.O, Box 423
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0423
Phone: (609) 292-3600 Fax: (609) 777-1330

March 4, 2008

Mr. John K. Enright

Associate General Counsel
Conrail

1000 Howard Boulevard, 4" Floor
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054

RE: Track Abandonment
Harsimus Branch & Hudson Street Industrial Track
Jersey City, Hudson County
STB No. 167 {Sub-No. 1189X)

Dear Mr. Enright:

The Office of Permit Coordination and Environmental Review of the New
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) has completed its
review of your recent letter regarding the Conrail railroad lines known as the
Harsimus Branch and the Hudson Street Industrial Track in Jersey City, Hudson
County, New Jersey, STB No. 167 (Sub-No. 1189X). Conrail is proposing to
abandon a portions of these lines. Your letter asked If there are any coastal zone
areas In the vicinity of the proposal, and what effect would the proposal have on
these zones.

The NJDEP's Office of Coastal Management ‘s review of your {etter and
attached maps has determined that the abandonment of the lines may be either
in or affect the coastal zone of New Jersey. If so, the proposed abandonment
and associated activities or outcomes may have to be considered in terms of
federal consistency standards. The Office of Coastal Management request that
Conrail provide additional information regarding the current conditions on site
and what is planned to be done at the site. They are most concemed with how
the proposal will impact the Hudson River Waterfront Walkway and perpendicular
access fo the Walkway. Please contact Ruth Ehinger of the Office of Coastal
Management at (609) 633-2201 if you have any questions regarding these
comments.

New Jersey Is An Equal Qpporiunity Employer ®  Printed on Recycled Paper and Recyclabie



Thank you for the opportunity to review the proposed abandonment.

Ruth Ehinger, NJDEP
Charlie Welch, NJDEP

Sincerely,

17

Kenneth C. Koschek

Supervising Environmental Specialist
Office of Permit Coordination

and Environmental Review



CONRAIL

March 26, 2008 Via Fax and US Mail

Kenneth C. Koschek

NJ Department of Environmental Protection

Office of Permit Coordination and Environmental Review
P. O.Box 423

Trenton, NJ 08625-0423

Dear Mr. Koschek:

In response to your March 4, 2008 letter (attached), Conrail submits the following
supplemental information.

Question: The Office of Coastal Management request that Conrail provide
additional information regarding the current conditions on site and what is planned to be
done at the site. They are most concemned with how the proposal will impact the Hudson
River Waterfront Walkway and perpendicular access to the Walkway.

Response: The subject lines of the proposed abandonment were used for rail freight
operations. There are no existing undergrade bridges along the lines. However, historically,
an elevated portion of the Harsimus Branch consisted of an undergrade bridge that traversed
several street intersections. While the bridge no longer exists, some of the bridge supports
are standing. Another elevated portion of the Harsimus Branch was supported by an
embankment, which now consists of six blocks of embankment structures (“Embankment™).
The Embankment was further supported by stone walls. The bridge spans connecting the
Embankment were removed between the mid-1960s and the mid-1990s. The rails and ties of
the subject lines were also removed over that period. Conrail’s proposed abandonment will
not involve will not involve any type of activity and, accordingly, there will be no impact on
the Hudson River Waterfront Walkway or perpendicular access to the Walkway.

If 1 may be of any further assistance, please feel free to contact me at (856) 231-7206.

Sincerely,

John K. Enright
Associate General Counsel
1000 Howard Boulevard, 4th Floor

Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054

cc: Ruth Ehinger
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
New Jersey Field Office
927 North Main Street, Building D
Pleasantville, New Jersey 08232
Tel: 609-646-9310 Fax: 609-646-0352

IN REPLY REFER TO: ' http://www.fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice

08-1-0286
MAR 0 6 2008

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is unable to respond to your recent request for project or
site review pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1531
et seq.) (ESA). Staffing constraints currently limit the Service's New Jersey Field Office to reviewing
only those projects that may affect federally isted species. The may affect determination is made by
the federal action agency or non-federal project proponent using the information and instructions on
our web site at http://www.fws. gov/northeast/mifieldoffice/Endan congultation.html. Service
concurrence with a no effect determination is not required under the ESA.

If you wish to resubmit your request, please follow the instructions on our web site, and indicate which
federally listed species under Service jurisdiction may occur in the project’s impact area (i.e., the
action area). To expedite Service review, please provide ali relevant project information listed on our
web site. For projects in the northern counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon, Mercer,
Middlesex, Morris, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, Union, and Warren (i.e., range of the Indians bat
(Myotis sodalis)), please indicate whether or not tree clearing 13 proposed, and, if so, describe the
species, size (diameter at breast height), and number (or acres) of trees proposed for rermnoval.

Please also refer to our web site for current hsts of federally listed and candidate species in New
Jersey, the National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines, and contacts for obtaining current
information regarding State-listed and other species of concern from the New Jersey Naturel Heritage

and Endangered and Nongame Species Programs.

Reviewing Biologist: WM W

Wendy WAlsh

Authonzing Supervisor: % 4 W

John C. Staples”

retum form doc  02/27/08
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MAR 12 2008
John K. Enright
Associate General Counsel
Conrail
1000 Howard Boulevard, 4™ Floor

Mt. Laurel, New Jersey 08054
Dear Mr. Enright:

Thank you for providing the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) the opportunity to
comment on the project information Conrail plans to utilize to support a Surface
Transportation Board railroad line abandonment application. EPA understands that CSX
Transportation, Inc. and Norfolk Southern Railway Company also intend to file Notices
of Discontinuance of Service for the same lines concurrently with Conrail’s application.

The proposed project involves abandonment of a segment of the Harsimus Branch and
the entire adjacent Hudson Street Industrial Track, both of which are located in Hudson
County, Jersey City, New Jersey. EPA has evaluated the project description and
U.S.G.S. maps included with your letter. However, before responding to your request for
a determination regarding whether a Clean Water Act Section 402 permit is required, we
are requesting additional information, as follows:

= A Section 402 permit is required if there are any point source discharges (via
pipes, ditches, storm drainage, construction site runoff) to waters of the U.S. from
the site, e.g., to the Hudson River. Will there be such a discharge and what is the
source of the discharge?

=  GIS mapping indicates that the site contains wetland resources. Is there any
hydrological connection to the Hudson River? If so, a Section 404 permit is
required for placing any dredged or fill materials into wetlands and other waters
of the U.S.

= Has a site investigation been conducted to ascertain the presence of hazardous

materials, such as polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)? If so, how will these
materials be managed to avoid degradation of water quality standards?

Intamet Address (URL) » http://www.epa gov



In addition, according to your letter, the rails and ties have already been removed and no
salvage activity or land disturbance was involved. Please describe these prior activities
more fully, including the environmental mitigation measures which were implemented,
and provide a copy of the permit which was obtained, if any If you have any questions
regarding this letter, please contact LeAndrea Dames of my staff at (212) 637-3705.

Sincerely yours,

Grace Musumeci, Chief
Environmental Review Section

Strategic Muiti-Media Programs Branch



CONRAIL

March 25, 2008

Grace Musumeci, Chief
Environmental Review Section

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 2

290 Broadway

New York, NY 10007-1866

Dear Ms. Musumeci:

In response to your March 12, 2008 letter, Conrail submits the following supplemental
information.

Question: A Section 402 permit is required if there are any point source
discharges (via pipes, ditches, storm drainage, construction site runoff) to waters of the
U.S. from the site, e.g., to the Hudson River. Will there be such a discharge and what is
the source of the discharge?

Response: The proposed abandonment will not involve any activity that will
create any point source discharges to waters of the U.S.

Question: GIS mapping indicates that the site contains wetland resources. Is
there any hydrological connection to the Hudson River? If so, a Section 404 permut is
required for placing any dredged or fill materials into wetlands and other waters of the
U.s.

Response: The proposed abandonment does not involve excavation or other
activity that would create any dredged or fill materials, and therefore no dredged or fill
materials will be placed into wetlands or other waters of the U.S.

Question: Has a site investigation been conducted to ascertain the presence of
hazardous materials, such as polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)? If so, how will these
materials be managed to avoid degradation of water quality standards?

Response: In connection with a proposed redevelopment by a third party, of the
property surrounding and including the embankment, soil sampling and anylsis was
conducted in 2005, which concluded that any detected contamination can be designated
as “Histoncal Fill” type contamination. Moreover, the proposed abandonment will not



involve any type of activity and, accordingly, there will be no degradation of water
quality standards.

Question: In addition, according to your letter, the rails and ties have already
been removed and no salvage activity or land disturbance was involved. Please describe
these prior activities more fully, including the environmental mitigation measures which
were implemented, and provide a copy of the permit which was obtained, if any.

Response: For the most part, the abandonment involved the removal of bridge
spans that connected six sections of an embankment that remains in place. It was
Conrail’s policy and practice (or that of its predecessor railroads), during the time of
said removal activities (mid-60s to mid-90s), to engage an outside contractor for such
demolition and removal work. Any such contractor was required to obtain whatever
permits were necessary. While Conrail does not have a record of what permits, if any,
were obtained in connection with the prior removal, we note that most of the subject rail
lines were elevated and, therefore, not located near any waterways nor in need of soil
excavation.

If I may be of any further assistance, please contact me at (856) 231-7206.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

K. wa& [ bl
John K. Enright
Associate General Counsel

1000 Howard Boulevard, 4th Floor
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054

Enclosure(s)



State of New Jersey

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

PO Box 600

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600 Kss KoLLurl, Esq.

JON S CORZINE
Commassioner

Governor

March 13, 2008

John K. Enright

Associate General Counsel
CONRAIL

1000 Howard Boulevard, 4™ Floor
Mt. Laurel, NT 08054

RE: Harrimus Branch/Hudson Street Industrial Track Abandonment Proceeding
STB No.: AB167 (Sub-No. 1189X) - Conrail
STB No.: ABSS (Sub-No. 686X) -~ CSX Transportation, Inc.
STB No.: AB290 (Sub-No. 306X) - Norfolk Southern Railway

Dear Mr Enright:

The New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) Bureau of Rail Services has
reviewed your letter of February 7, 2008 regarding the above cited abandonment
proceeding.

The NJDOT has no interest in this transaction as it pertains to rail freight services.

Sincerely,

s & e

Manager
Rail Services

‘IMPROVING LIVES BY IMPROVING TRANSPORTATION'
New Jersey Is An Cqual Opportumitv Employer ¢ Printed on Recycled and Recvclable Puper
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Simen Morroe To "Ennght, Jobhn" <John Ennghi@Conrail com>
<Simon Monroe@roaa, g cc Surface Transportation Board <sea@stb,dot gov>, Natonal
04/21/2008 05 17PM Society of Professional Surveyors
b <Dawn James@acsm,net>, Gibert Mitchell
cc

Subject NGS Response, STB Docket AB-167 {SUB NO, 1189X}

Thank you for shanng your railroad abandonment environmental report for

Jersey City, Hudson County, NEW JERSEY

Approximately 00 geodetic survey marks may he located in the area descnbed,

If marks wiil be disturbed by the abandonment, [THE RAILROAD] shall

consult with the National Geodetic Survey (INGS) at least 90 days prior to .
beginning salvage activities that will disturb, or destroy any geodetic station

marks are descnibed on the attached file Additional advice 1s provided at

http //geodesv.noaa.gov/marks/railroads"
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CONRAIL

February 6, 2009

New Jersey State Clearinghouse

Stephen Dilts, Commissioner

State Review Process New Jersey Dept. of Transportation
Office of the Govemor 1035 Parkway Avenue
P O. Box 001 CN-600

Trenton, NJ 08625-0001

U. S. Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Chief, Recreation Resources Assistance Division
1849 C Street, NW - Room 3129

Washington, DC 20240

Bob Korpanty

Department of Defense - MTMCTEA
Atin: Railroads for National Defense

720 Thimble Shoals Boulevard, Suite 130
Newport News, VA 23606-2574

RE:

Trenton, NJ 08625

U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Chief, Land Resources Division
1849 C Street - Room 3120
Washington, DC 20240

Gail Kimbell, Chief

USDA Forest Service

Sidney R. Yates Federal Building
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250-0003

Docket No. AB 167 (Sub-No. 1189X)
Consolidated Rail Corporation -- Abandonment
P C

Docket No AB 55 (Sub-No 686X)
CSX Transportation, Inc. — Discontinuance
E jon -- i n

Docket No. AB 290 (Sub-No. 306X)
Norfolk Southern Railway Company -- Discontinuance
Exemption — in Hudson County, New Jersey

Dear Sir/Madam:

This 1s to notify you pursuant to 49 C F R. 1152.50(d)(1) that on or after February 26,
2009, Consolidated Rail Corporation ("Conrail"), CSX Transportation, Inc. (*CSXT"), and
Norfolk Southern Railway Company (*NS™) intend to file combined Notices of Exemption with
the Surface Transportation Board for abandonment {(Conrail) and discontinuance of service
(CSXT and NS) of the raif line shown on the attached map, and more fully described below:

CORNCNLINATEN QAN AORDOGATIOMN



Name: Harsimus Branch

Location: Hudson County, New Jersey, traversing United States Postal Service
Zip Codes 07302, 07306, and 07310

Description of Track: From approximately milepost 0 0« to approximately mlepost
1.36% m the city of Jersey City, Hudson County, New Jersey

Length of Track: 1 36 total miles+

The Notices of Exemption will be filed pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. 1152 50
regarding abandonment of out-of-service lines of railroad. Based on nformation in our
possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in our
possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

If you have any questions concerning this proceeding, please call me at the number
shown below.

Ve uly yours,

f
IS5y uu
]
K. Ennight
Associate General Counsel
1717 Arch Street, 32nd Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103

(215) 209-5012
Enclosure

cc: Amne K Quinlan, Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, D.C  20423-0001

Regional Director

National Park Service — Northeast Region
U S Custom House

200 Chestnut Street, 5th Floor
Philadeiphia, PA 19106
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EXHIBIT D



'CONRAIL

JOHN K. ENRIGHT, Associate General Counsel 1717 Arch Street, Philadelphua, PA 19103
Phone 215-209-5012 - Fax 215-209-4819
John ennghi@conra:l com

February 6, 2009

To:  All Parties on Attached Service List

Re:  Docket No. AB 167 (Sub-No. 1189X)
Consohdated Rail Corporation—Abandonment

Exemption—in Hudson County, New Jersey

Docket No. AB 55 (Sub-No. 686X)
CSX Transportation, Inc.-——Discontinuance

Exemption—in Hudson County, New Jersey

Docket No. AB 290 (Sub-No 306X)
Norfolk Southern Rallway Company—Discontinuance

Exemption—in Hudson County, New Jersey

On January 6, 2009, Consolidated Rail Corporation (“Conrail), CSX
Transportation, Inc. (“CSXT™), and Norfolk Southern Railway Company (“NS”) filed
with the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) combined Notices of Exemption for
abandonment (Conrail) and discontinuance of service (CSXT and NS) regarding a rail
line known as the Harsimus Branch (between milepost 0.00 and 1 36) in the City of
Jersey City, Hudson County, New Jersey The same day, pursuant to 49 CF.R. §§
1105.7, 1105 8, and 1105 11, Conrail served a consultation notice on the public agencies
specified in those regulations, along with its Supplemental Environmental and Historic
Report. Because the consultation notice was not served 20 days in advance of the filing
of the Notices of Exemption, as required by the regulations, and because Conrail was
moving to stay the effective date of the Notices of Exemption for 180 days, Conrail
sought a waiver from the STB of the pre-filing notification requirement In a decision
served January 26, 2009, the STB denied Conrail’s request for a waiver of the pre-filing
notification requirement and Conrail’s motion to stay the effective date of the Notices of
Exemption for 180 days—without prejudice to Conrail refiling under the normal
procedure for abandonment notices of exemption.

CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORPORATION



All Parties on Attached Service List
February 6, 2009
Page 2

Conrail intends to refile its Notice of Exemption on or about February 26, 2009,
under the normal procedure. The Supplemental Environmental and Historic Report that
Conrail circulated on January 6, 2009, has not changed. A month has passed since
Conrail circulated that Report Nevertheless, out of an abundance of caution, to ensure
there is no question of compliance with 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7, 1105.8, and 1105.11,
Conrail 1s again providing a copy of that Supplemental Environmental and Historic
Report describing the proposed abandonment undertaking and the possible indirect
environmental and historical effects that may arise from reuse of the “Embankment”
portion of the property by third parties after abandonment, as well as a map of the
affected area.

Conrail does not believe that any particular reuse 1s reasonably foreseeable or that
the proposed abandonment would be the proximate cause of such reuse. A number of
potential uses have been proposed for the property, and active negotiations continue
about the various possibilities. Two poss:bilities appear more likely than others. The
first 1s that the property will be acquired by the City and converted to a public park. The
second is that the currcnt owners of the various properties making up the Embankment
will develop those properties for residential housing. Although Conrail does not believe
that either of those reuse possibilities 1s reasonably foreseeable or would be caused by
abandonment of the right-of-way, Conrail has addressed them in the attached
Supplemental Environmental and Historic Report.

Conrail is providing this Report so that you may review the information that will
form the basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic preservation
analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading or incorrect, if you
believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the
Board’s environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental
Analysis (“SEA”), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW, Washington, DC
20423, telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to Docket No. AB 167 (Sub-No. 1189X).
Because the applicable statutes and regulatons impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representatives) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental
and/or historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there are any
questions concerning this proposal, please contact our representatives directly Conrail’s
representatives are John K. Ennght, Associate General Counsel, Consolidated Rail
Corporation, who may be contacted by telephone at (215) 209-5012 or by mail at 1717



All Parties on Attached Service List
February 6, 2009
Page 3

Arch Street, 32nd Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19103, and Robert M. Jenkins III, Mayer

Brown LLP, who may be contacted by telephone at (202) 263-3261 or by mail at 1909 K
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006.

L Ot

Enright
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Bradley M. Campbell, Commissioner
State Histonc Preservation Office
Department of Environmental Protection
401 East State Street

P.O. Box 404

Trenton, NJ 08625-0404

Robert B. Piel, Jr., Manager

NI Department of Environmental Protection

Bureau of Inland Regulation
401 East State Street, 7™ Floor
P.O. Box 402

Trenton, NJ 08625-0402

Thomas A. DeGise

County Executive

Justice Brennan Court House
583 Newark Avenue

Jersey City, NJ 07306

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
New Jersey Field Office

927 North Main Street
Heritage Square, Building D
Pleasantville, NJ 08232

AGENCY SERVICE LIST

New Jersey State Clearinghouse
State Review Process

Office of the Govemnor

P.O. box 001

Trenton, NJ 08625-0001

Kenneth C. Koschek

NI Department of Environmental Protection

Office of Permit Coordination and
Environmental Review

P O. Box 418

Trenton, NJ 08625-0418

The District Engineer

U.S. Army Engineer District, New York
Jacob K. Javits Federal Building

26 Federal Plaza, Room 2109

New York, NY 10278-0090

Grace Musumeci, Chief
Environmental Review Section

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 2

290 Broadway

New York, NY 10007-1866



Mayor Jerramiah T. Healy
City Hall — 280 Grove Street
Jersey City, NJ 07302

U.S. Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Chief, Recreation Resources Assistance Division
1849 C Street, NW

Room 3129

Washington, DC 20240

State Conservationist

Natural Resources Conservation Service
220 Davidson Avenue, 47 Floor
Somerset, NJ 08873-4115

NJ Department of Environmental Protection

Bureau of Coastal and Land Use Enforcement,
North Central Region

P.O. Box 422

401 East State Street, 4™ Floor

Trenton, NJ 08625-0422

Richard Snay, Chief

Spatial Reference System Division
National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

Stephen D. Marks, Director
Hudson County Planning Division
Justice Brennan Court House

583 Newark Avenue

Jersey City, NJ 07306

Regional Director

National Park Service

U.S. Custom House

200 Chestnut Street, 5™ Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106



EXHIBIT E



Print-Fnendly Page of Search Results - NJ.com Page | of ]

(I8
S
&

everymingsersey BEST LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Notices and Announcements-Legal

Notice

,AD TEXT
Legal Notices
NOTICE Consolidated Rail Corporation ("Conrail") gives notice that on or after
February 26, 2009, it intends to file with the Surface Transportation Board, 395
E Street, SW, Washington, DC 20423, a Verified Notice of Exemption under 49
C.F.R 1152 Subpart F-Exempt Abandonments, permitting the abandonment of
a 1.36-mile segment of what the Board has determined to be a line of railroad,
between ratiroad Milepost 0.00 (CP Waldo) and Milepost 1.36 (east of
Washington Street), which traverses through United States Postal Service Zip
Codes 07302, 07306, and 07310 in the City of Jersey City, Hudson County,
New Jersey. (According to the Board, the Milepost at CP Waldo 1s 2 54 and the
Milepost at a point near Marin Boulevard 1s 1.30. The Board has not assigned a
Milepost number to the point east of Washington Street.) The proceeding will
be docketed as STB No. AB 167 {Sub-No. 1189X). Simuitaneous with Conrail's
filng of its abandonment application, CSX Transportation, Inc. ("CSXT"} and
Norfolk Southern Railway Company ("NS") will be filing Venfied Notices of
Discontinuance of Service with respect to the same property, and these
apphlications wil] be docketed as STB No. AB 55 (Sub-No. 686X) and STB No AB
290 {Sub-No. 306X) The Board's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will
generally prepare an Environmentat Assessment (EA), which will normaily be
available 25 days after the filing of the notice of exemption. Comments on
environmental and energy matters should be filed no later than 15 days after
the EA becomes available to the public and will be addressed in a Board
decision. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the EA or make inquines
regarding environmental matters by writing to the Section of Environmental
Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW, Washington, DC
20423, or by calling that office at 202-245-0295 Appropriate offers of financial
assistance to revive railroad service can be filed with the Board. Requests for
environmental conditions, publhic use conditions, or rail banking/trails use also
can be filed with the Board. An ongmnal and 10 copies of any pleading that
raises matters other than environmental 1ssues {such as trails use, public use,
and offers of financial assistance) must be filed directly with the Board's Dffice
of the Secretary, 395 E Street, SW, Washington, DC 20423, and one copy must
be served on applicants' representatives. Questions regarding offers of financial
assistance, public use or trails use may be directed to the Board's Office of
Congressional and Public Services at 202-245-0230 Copies of any comments
or requests for conditions shouid be served on the Applicants’ representatives.
John K Enrnight, Associate General Counsel, Consolidated Rail Corporation,
1717 Arch Street, 32nd Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19103, telephone 215-209-
5012, and Robert M. }enkins HI, Mayer Brown LLP, 1909 K Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20006, telephone 202-263-3261 $147.00
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