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EXPEDITED ITANDLING REQUESTED
Dear Actung Secretary Qwnnlan

On Febiuary 28, 2008, the Mid-Michigan Railioad, Inc (“MMRR™) filed a
Petition for Exemption to abandon a 15 83-mule 1ail line (the Line) between
milepost 137 83, southeast of Lowel], and mulepost 122 00, eust of Prame Centel, the end
of the Lane, in Kent and loma Counties, Ml (the “Line™) By decision seived on Apnl 4,
2008, the Swlace Tiansportation Board gianted the Petition subjeet to 1iequinng MMRR
to “1ctain its interest in and Lake no steps o alter the historic integnty of all historic
piopetlies including sites. butldings, stiuctures and objects within the project night-of-
wity {the Aica ol Potential Fiicet) eligible for histing o1 listed in the National Regstet
until completion of the section 106 process of the NHPA  MMRR shali 1epoit back to
SEA regarding any consultations with the SHPO and the public * Mid-Michigan
Ratlhoad Inc  Abandonment Exemption-- in Kent and loma Counties, MI, STB Dochet
No AB-364 (Sub-No [2X) (S 1B served Apnl 4, 2008), at § (the “Decision™)

MMRR has completed its consultation with the Michigan Departiment ot History,
Arts and Librnies (“MISHPO™), and 1ecerved the enclosed letter dated October 27, 2008,
indicating thut beeause the Tine will be purchased for inteinm uarl use/tad banking via a
quitclaim deed that will include a covenant stipulating that the budge wall temain in
place, “no adversc aftect  on the Giand River Railioad Buidge ™ In the Petition,
MMRR indicated that it would not 1emove the biidges on the Line because 1t intended to
scll the Line for intertm tal use/tanl banking '

MMRR has entered a Purchase and Sale Agieement (the “PSA™) with the Fuends
ol the Fred Merjet Hemtland tanl (the “Friends™) and will deliver a quitclaim deed to
Fuends at closing In the PSA the paities agieed that “{Fuends] and any assigns or

' MMRR notes that the Decemben 1, 2003 date in the thud Iine of the first paagiaph is
incotiect  The date of the previous lettet fiom the MISHPO 1 August 7, 2008
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successols of [Fuends] shall not remove the Grand River Railroad Buidge, located at
Milepost 126 28 ™ In addition, the quitclam deed states “PROVIDED FURTHLER that
Grantce. by acceptance of this deed. covenants and represents that Grintee and its
successors and assigns shall not 1icmove the Grand River Railroad Bridge. located at
Milepost 126 28 ™ Friends 13 the CGiantee under the quitelaim deed

As a 1esult of this successful consultation and MMRR's and Friend's acceptunce
of the condition thiough the PSA and the quutclaiim deed, MMRR respectiully requests
the Suttace Iansportation Bomd to 1emove the hustoric condition imposed 1n ordening
paragraph [{3) of the Decrsion so that MMRR may move tomward with the sale of the line
for interim twasl uscharl banking

Friends and MMRR plan to close the sale ot the Line for mtetnm tunl use/tail
banking on Thursday October 30, 2008  The only impedunent to the sale 1 the histone
condition imposed by the Board 1n mdenng paragiaph 1{3) [n order to close the salc as
scheduled, MMRR 1espectfully 1equests the Board Lo expeditiously serve a decision
removing the historic condition imposed in ordening pasagraph 1{3) MMRR 15
authorized to state that the Fiiends suppoit the expeditious temoval of the condition

MMRR s efiling thus letter  Thank you for yow assistance T you have any

questions please call or emanl me
%mu.rclg.'/w

(utorm.r
Atmey lor Mid-Michigan Rarhoud, Inc

Enclosue

Cc Pmties of Reemd
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GOVERNOR . LANSING . . DIRECTOR .
_ October 27,2008 . - ) . .. .
DAVID NAVECKY ' : - .
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD . '
SECTION OF ENVIRONMENATAL ANALYSIS .
395 E STREET SW
WASHH\‘OTON pC20423 . -,

R_E: ER99 392  STB Docket Nu AB-364 (Sub-ho 12X), kenl and Ioma Counties (ST B)

-

Dear Mr Navecky . .
Under the authonty of Section 106 of the National Historic Prescrvation Act of 19606, as amended, we | .
have reviewed the above-cited undertakmg at the iocation noted above  We imtially reviewed this project -
and responded on Decembet 1, 2003 with an oprmon that the project would have an adverse effect on the -~
CGirand Juver Railroad Bridge, whuch appears to meet the criienia for Iisting m the National Regsster of
Hisworie Places  More specifically, the abandonment of the 1ad lme would result m the physical
deterioration of the bridge duc fo neglect, as we.l as the transfer, lease, or sale of the bndge out of faderu]
conh ol without ydequate, legally enfurccable conditions to ensute 1is long-tcnn prescrvation.

In response to onir determmahun we have received follow-up correspondince from you us wellas d,
representalive for Mld-M:chlgm Raiiread, inc. (MMRR), M, Lows Gitomer, regarding the Natsonal

Trails Systern Act (16 U.S.C. 1247(d)) and planned “mil-banking™ for this particular section of rafiread.

The information you sent indicates thot under the Trails Syslem Act, a voluntary amEngement can bé -
made between a radrozd and a trail Spunsor to preserve a rariroad nght-of-way that would otherwise be

" abandoned for future rall uge (“rail banking™), while allowng (ke property to be used in the intenm as a
wreil, which;’ thareby ll‘-’lﬂ.ll'lln], jurisdiction over the rail line. In addition, Mr. Gutomner related that thé
MMRR has negotiated an agreement with the Fr: {ends of the Fred Mefjer Trail (the “Friends™), whereby
the “Friends” will purchasc the rail Line with a quitclaim deed for the property that will include a covenant
st:pulalm;, 1 thar that the bridge wll reman 1n place :

Based on'this additional wnformation, it is the'opinion of the State Histonc Presmahon Officer (SHPO)
that the effects of the proposed undertaking do not meet the crileria of adverse effect ~

{36 CFR § 800 5(a)(1)]. Therefore, the project wall have no adverge effect [36 CFR § 800 5(b)] on the
Grand River Rajhoad Bndgé, which appears to meet the cniterra for Listmg 10 the National Reg:stcr of
Histonc Places. -~ \ . .

The viéws of the publlc - cssenllll to mformed decsian makmg in the Section 106 process. Federal
Agency Officials or their delegated nuthoritics must plan 1o involve the| pubhc 1n a manner that reflects
the natiire anc ‘complexity of the undertaking, its ¢ffects on historic propertics and other provisions per.-
36 CFR § 800. 2(d). We remund you that Federsl Agency Officrals or their delegated authonties are
required to consult with the apprapriate Indian fribe andfor Trihul Historie Prescrvation Officcr {T1IPO)
when the undertaking may occur on or affect any historic propernes on tnbal lands 11 il cases, whether
the proj ecl occurs an tribal [ands or not, Federal Agency Officiels or their delegated authoribies are also
required to make a reasonable and good fuith effart to identify any [ndian inbes or Nanve Hawmian -
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organizations that mught attach 1eligious and cultural aigmficance to historic properiies m the area of -
potential effects and nvite themn to be consulting parties per 36 CFR § 800 2(c)

‘Ttus letter cvidences the STB's compliance with 36 CFR § 800 4 “Identification of historie prupertics™
and 36 CFR § 800 5 “Asscssment of adverse cffucts”, and the fulfillment of the STB's responsibslity to
noufy the SIIPO, ag a consulung party m the Soction 106 process, under 36 CFR § 800 5(c) “Consulting
party review”
The Staic Historic Preservation Office 1s not the office of record for.this undertaking  You are thercfore
asked to maintan a copy of this letter with your environmenial review record for this undermaking  If the
scope of work changes 11 any way, or 1f artifucts or bones are discovered, please notify this office
mneediately

If you have any questions, please contact Meartha MacFarlane Fues, Enviromnental Review Coordmator,
ot (317) 335-2721 or by emaii at ER@muchgan gov. Please 1cference our project number 1n all
" cvommurication with this office regarding this undertnkmg Thank you for this opportunity to review

Brian D Conway
Stule Thistonc Preservatibn Ofﬁccr .

BDC BGG ' .
copy  Adwvisory Courcy! on Historic Prescrvatzon .
' ke Givtopmee

Enclosure(s)



