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Hon AnneK Quinlan
Acting Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20024

November 6,2008

Re BNSF Railway Company- Petition for Declaratory Order
STB Finance Docket No 35164

Pittsburgh

Pnmxton

Mhaetag

Thorp Reed S Armstrong LLP

One Commerce Square

2005 Market Street

Suite 1910

Philadelphia RA19103

215 6«Q 8500

2156406501 Fax

Dear Secretary Quinlan

I am enclosing on behalf of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation
("ODOT"), (1) a form of letter sent to all cities and towns in Oklahoma, and (2) a list of
the recipients of the letter Parties opposed to the proposed 1-40 highway piojcct,
including Edwin Kessler, On Trac, and Tom Elmorc (of both the North American
Transportation Institute and On Trac), in addition to seeking to delay and prevent BNSF
Railway Company ("BNSF") from relocating its tracks and service, have approached
cities and towns outside of Oklahoma City to have them attempt politically to pressure
ODOT to modify plans for the highway, although they are not directly affected by the
highway project, nor by the proposed relocation These parties seek to use the Board's
jurisdiction as their latest weapon in their attempts to push then own agenda on transit
and highway issues ODOT sent the attached letter to explain how the plans for the
project were developed, and the potential adverse impacts of the changes in highway
alignment being proposed

llie submission by the City of Norman is indicative of the opposition to the
highway project and vague notions of its impact on passenger transit services, which
drive the protests in this proceeding There is no mention of any adverse affects on
shippers or the effects of the proposed relocations on freight rail service The Board
should note that this opposition comes from approximately 20 miles outside of Oklahoma
City, while both the Mayor of Oklahoma City and the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber
have previously submitted letters in support of the highway project, and BNSF's
proposed relocation

Although the plans for the highway project, and how transit can be
accommodated within the scope of the current project, arc outside the scope of the
Board's jurisdiction and of this proceeding, ODOT believes it is important for the Board
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to fully understand the issues that are behind the opposition to BNSF's proposed
relocation Shippers of freight by rail are not opposing the relocations '

As required by the Board's decision served October 2, 2008, copies of this letter
are being served on BNSF's representative and on Edwin Kessler

Respectfully,

Attorney forpklahoma
Department of Transportation

Enclosures

cc Kristy D Clark, BNSF Railway (w/encls, by email)
Kdwm Kessler (w/encls, by US mail)

EMH/e

1 Edwin Kessler has filed documents claiming that Boardman opposes the relocations
However, Boardman has not participated directly Further, Boardman is located on, and according
to BNSF Railway, would be served from, the "western segment" which is not the subject of this
proceeding
P0063854



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Gary M. Ridley, Director
200 N. E. 21st Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204
(405)522-1800

October 13.2008

n
Cindy RosentnaJ. Mayor
City of Norman fj£ ; | .
903 Carey Drive
Norman. OK 73069-4544 GCNi-RAt.

Re "OriTrac" Proposal Concerning the MO Crosstown Expressway in Oklahoma City

Dear Mayor Rosenthal

The Department is aware thai a group called "OnTrac" has solicited many city governments across Oklahoma to
make a presentation concerning future transit the former Union Station railyard, and the on-going construction of 140
through downtown Oklahoma City It is our understanding that 'OnTrac" desires each city to adopt a resolution to
Governor Brad Henry to support stopping construction of the 1-40 Crosstown Expressway and investigate shifting me
alignment 300 to 400 feet to the south Before passing any resolution, we would respectfully request that the
Department be allowed an opportunity to present pertinent information concerning this important matter so that your
City can have the best understanding of all of the implications surrounding both the current dilapidated Crosstown
Expressway and the new highway under construction

The Department truly recognizes the need for Oklahoma to plan for transportation in the future and certainly supports
investigating transit opportunities through a collaborative planning effort The development of the 25 year
transportation plan for Oklahoma has just begun and most certainly the recent surges in fuet prices has brought a
much greater commitment to perform a much stronger transit element in this 2035 Transportation Plan. In addition,
the Department stands ready to assist the major metropolitan areas as they move forward with dialogue and plans for
their regional transit systems

It is imperative to understand that all possible future 1-40 alternates from the current 1-40 south to the Oklahoma River
were evaluated during the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process from 1996 through 2002 These alternates
included a complete open public participation evaluation of all possibilities that avoided critical properties and
resources to include the Union Station. Little Flower Church. Latino Community Development Agency, and
Neighborhood Services Organization buildings as well as Wheeler Park Any shift of the alignment under
construction 300 to 400 feet to the south would have adverse impacts and will probably destroy the Little Flower
Church, Latino Community Development Agency, Neighborhood Services Organization and Wheeler Park In
summary, the Department has already conducted a thorough process that was supported through community
consensus for the best future I-40 that was approved at the federal level

The I-40 Crosstown Expressway Is the largest transportation project in Oklahoma history and it contains tremendous
engineering complexities and it is more than halfway complete with construction Current construction will open the
new 1-40 in 2012 This highway carries nearly 120.000 vehicles every day It is estimated that any shift m alignment
would result In a 5 to 6 year delay In the project with an added cost of S240 to $340 million It will be extremely
difficult for the Department to guarantee the safe operation of this fracture critical bridge to the year 2020

The Department is charged with ensunng the safety of Oklahoma's traveling public on our highway system, and thai
responsibility is taken very seriously We truly appreciate working with you to develop the safest and most efficient
transportation system for the citizens of Oklahoma and are willing to meet at any time to discuss this critical project
We look forward to hearing from you before a resolution is considered so that your decision can be an informed one
Should you have any questions or need further Information please contact me at 405/522-1800

Sincerely.

"Ttu mlaton of the OUafiema Dcpartmwt afTreuupertation a to /wvwrfr « safe, etenemial, and
tffecttiv AwupOTMriiwi rutwarkfor iktpeopte, etmmeret and eMiiuualtia ofQktihoua."

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNrrV EMPLOYER
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